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JANUARY 1937 


1«L Brilliant pageantry marked the celebration of the Proolamatioa Parade in 
important cities and towns in India. 

lad. A large number of Indian Princes and Ruling Chiefs disonssed with the 
Viceroy’s special representatives iu Calcutta the question of their aooeasion to 
the Indian Federation. 

Problems relating to the Indian village formed the subject of the prealdential 
address by Rao Bahadur T. & Venkataram at the opening of the Indian Soienoe 
Congress at Hyderabad. 

Bpeaking at N^pur Mr. Jinoah outlined the Moslem League's policy of com- 
mnnal unity and inter-oommnnal amity. 

3vd. At a meeting in Calcutta, Mr. M. A. Jinnah warned Congress not to interfere 
in Moslem affairs. Mr. Jinnah toured Bengal on behalf of Moslem League candi- 
dates for the Legislatures. 

The future policy of the T. M. C. A. was discussed at the world Y. M. C. A. 
Conference which opened at. Mysore. 

The strike situation of the Beogal-Nagpur Railway improved considerably. 

Mr. W. D. West, addressing the Geology and Geography Section of the Indian 
Soienoe Congress at Hyderabad, spoke on the origin of earthquakes. 

4lli. Some of the problems facing Indian students were dealt with by Dr. DnttSb 
President of the Indian Council of the Y. M. C. A., speaking at the World 
T. M. C. A.'s Conference at Mysore. 

5th. Several problems in oonneotim with engineers and engineering in Bengal wore 
disonssed at the annual general meeting of the Institute of Engineers (India) 
Bengal Centre. 

5th. The origin of the inhabitants of Coorg was dealt with by Dewan Bahadur 
L. K. Anantakrishna Iyer when he presided over the Anthropology section of 
the Indian Science Congress at Hyderabad. 

7th. A proposal designed to pat an end to the political dispute between Hindus 
and Moslems in Bengal by an equal division of executive power was accepted by 
a large number of leaders of the two communities. 

8th. The polioy and principle of the All-India Moslem League was explained by 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah in a speech at Dacca. 

Replying to addresses at Ranchi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru stated that the 
solution to poverty lay in Swaraj. 

12th. The management of the Model Mills. Nagpur, declared a look-out and about 
3DOO operatives were thrown out of work. 

ISih. The fatare of the European oommunity ffnder the Reforms was leferred to 
by the ^vernor of Madras at the annual dinner of the South Indian branch of 
the Xoropean Asaoeiation. 

ISih. Problems oonfronting Burma under the ooming Reforms were considered by 
the Vioeroy in a speech at Mandalay. 

ITIh. The Csloutta Univirsitj soheme for the training of some students In the 
diisrent branohes of trade and industry in eo-operation with business houses, 
WM outlined in a ssemorandum issued by ine Tioe-Cmanoeller. 
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About IDOO boys and girls attended the annual rally of Gawnpore Soouis and 
Girl Guides. 

Polling in Calontta in connexion with the election to the Bengal LegislatiTe 
Asseml^ commenced to»day. 

18lh. Enthusiasm engendered by the general elections to the new 'Bengal 
Assembly reached iu height in Calcutta when polling took place for the genm 
constituency seats. 

Itih. That the interest in ambulance work was growing in Bengal, was referred 
to with satisfbction by the Oovernor of Bengal Men be gaTO away the [trophies 
at the annual oompetition in Gsloutta. 

The need for greater efficiency in railway administration was stressed in a 
memorandum submitted by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to the Railway 
Inquiry Committee. 

A White Paper presented to Parliament enumerating changes in the East 
India Loans Bill which were necessary to bring the Secretary of State’s powers 
into conformity with the terms of the India Act 

21tL The elections in the Punjab were attended by numerous incidents. Police had 
to rescue Pandit Malaviya from rowdies in Amritsar. 

2Sffd. Various bodies under the University of Calcutta were constituted at the 
annual meeting of the Senate. 

The scheme for the training of selected students in different branches of trade, 
industry and commerce, proposed to be initiated by the Calcutta University, was 
approved by the Senate. 

28lh. Replying to questions in the Assembly Sir Henry Craik said that satisfactory 
reports wero provided concerning the health of State prisoners. 

The Assam Moneylenders* Act was stated to have resulted in a scarcity of 
credit among agriculturists in the province. 

The Constitution Committee of the Chamber of Princes met in Ddhi to 
consider matters affecting Indian States and the All-India Federation. 

29lh. Sir N. N. Sirkar, Law Member, introduced the Indian Insurance Bill in the 
Assembly. 

The Assembly adopted two official resolutions rejecting certain draft Conven- 
tions of the International Labour Conference. 

India’s ratio policy was criticized at the annual meeting of the Indian Merchants 
Chamber, Ekimbay. 

’^Independence^Day” celebrated throughout India with Flag hoisting, processions 
and meetings befitting the occasion. 

27lh. Ehwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Member of the Bengal Executive Council, heavily 
defeated by the Proja Qarty leader Mr. Fazlul fiaq. in the Bengal 'elections. 

28th. The Assembly debated the BiU to validate inter-caste marriages among Hindus. 

29th. Thelbacca Sessions Judge bald that Government are obliged to pay allowaaoes 
to'persons Interned under Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and that an 
internee whose demand for an allowance failed to meet with response had *a 
reasonable grievanoe”. 

20lh. Congress oandidate were uniformly successful at the,BengaI Assembly eleotiona. 

A report from Delhi simgested sharp conflict of opinion among the Mnoes on 
Federal plan outlined in the India Aot and the States^ Instrument of Acoeesion. 

There was a prooession of ifiOO students in Calontta on the oeoanon of the 
celebration of the foundation di^ of Calcutta University. 

Slot Mr. A. K. Isslul Huqdeolared at a reception given him by Molsem students 
of Beoal that the ProjalPsrty would ooH^pmte with the other Moslem groups 
in the Bengal Assemblj. 
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On groond that diacnision of eontroTonial itenu in tho AsnemU; agondn 
woQld be uareel in their absence, Congressmen protested against disonsaien of 
amendments to Assembly roles conoerning interpellations. 


FEBRUARY 1937 

lit. The principal aim of the Scout Movement was the promotion of peace and 
prosperity, declared Lord Baden-Powell in an interview at Delhi. 

Sir James Grigg (Finance Member) introduced a Hill in the Assembly to 
amend the Indian Income-tax Act. 

2nd. Lord Baden-Powell paid a surprise visit to the Jamboree camp at Delhi. 

The Assembly passed the Law Member’s motion to refer the Insuranoe Bill to 
a Select Committee. 

Lady Baden-Powell addressed a Delhi audienoe on the' romantic inception of 
the Scout and Guide movements. 

3rd. Mr. A. K. Fasliil Haq, leader of the Proja Party in Bengal, outlined his party-a 
programme at a meeting at Munshigan]. 

The Bhoopal Committee, in a note addressed to the Indian Prinoes, expressed 
their views on several federal finance problems. 

The official opening of the Scouts Jamboree at Delhi took plaoo in the presence 
of the Viceroy and Lord Baden-Powell. 

Tho nou-inchision of an Indian in the Railway Inquiry Committeo, was strong- 
ly resented by several members of the Assembly. 

4tli. Tile Assembly passed Dr. Deshmtikh’s Bill securing for Hindu widows the right 
to iuherit property. 

6tli. Election results annonnced so far in the Punjab indicated a landslide for the 
Congress. 

7tk The death occurred of Swami Akhandananda. president of the Ramkrishna 
mission. 

Sth. Negotiation between the Indian Iron and Steel Company and the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company for a steel merger broke down. 

The Assembly discussed the draft amendments to tho legislative rules relating 
to questions. 

The King postponed the Delhi Durbar to a later date aa he fonnd it impossible 
to be absent from Britain in the first year of bis reign. 

Sir James Taylor's address at the Reserve Bank’s annual meeting in Bombay 
dealt with the grounds on which he confidently predicted a prosperona time 
ahead for the Indian agricoltarist. 

9tli. The Assembly passed the Inoome-tax Amendment Bill. 

lOlfc. The Indostries Member’s resolafiou providing for the estsblishment of a Besd 
Fnnd was passed by the Assembly after it had been strongly opposed by ^e 
European Gronp. 

121k Sir Usqat Hayit Kban of Patiala and Sir Kailas Haskar of Gwalior hold the 
view that the Prinoes are definitely nearer Federation. 

The Governor of Barma addressed the first session of the province’s first Honse 
of Representatives. 

ISik The death oocnrred in Lahore of Lila Harkissen Lsl, ez-Minlater of tha 
Pnnjab Government. 
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Followloff tb« bretkdowD of negottatioai for % tteol norgor, tbe IbU Im tod 
BImI Co. decided to ezteed tbeir plent at JesMbedpar. 

IM. Tbe eseoative committee of tbe Proje Pertr ratified tbe agreement reaoibed 
between tbe leaders of this party and those of the Moslem Lea^e for tbe por- 
pose of working tbe new Constitation. 

Ifilb. A snrplna was forecast in the Railway Bndget which was presented in the 
Legislatire Assembly. 

171b. The gigantic task of national recoastraotion facing India’s youth was pointed 
oot by the vice-Chanoelioc at the Calcutta CouTocation. 

Tbe only way to rovi?e uniTersity education from its ^chronic debility” was to 
make the Ternacalar the medium of instruction, said Dr. Tagore in his conTOoation 
address. 

Sir Bikandar Hayet Khan, leader of the Punjab Unionist Party, accepted the 
invitation of the Punjab Governor to assist him in forming a ministiy. 

Tbe Constitution Committee appointed by the conference of Ruling Princes in 
Bombay to consider Federation 'questions, submitted its first recommendations. 

JSib. U. P. Cowgress Socialists who hitherto had been opposed to acceptance of 
offios, were now reported to have changed their attitude and were likeiy to join 
the Congress Cabinet. 

IM. The need for a policy of reciprocity in the trade relations between Britain 
and India was emphasised at a meeting of the Indian Chamber of Commerce in 
Calcutta. 

Sift Nr. J. H. Morgan, legal adviser to the Chamber of Princes, snbmitted bis 
report to the Coancellor of the Chamber on tbe question of the entry of the 
Indian States into the Federation. 

Recent prononnoements in Britain that India has not followed a policy of 
economic reciprocity are characterised by the Indian Chamber of Commerce, 
Galoutta, as propaganda by Lancashire in order to pre- judge the issue of the 
trade negotiations now in progress between the two countries. 

Ilnd. Tbe president of the Congress put a ban on premature moves by Coogreaa* 
men to form ministries in the provinces. 

ggfid. The Connoil of State passed the Bill providing for the grading and marketing 
of farm produce. 

The President of the Assembly had to ask a member of tbe Congreea Group not 
to leotore him on the duties of the Chair. 

241b. The Asaembly carried a out motion under tbe Railway Board ti disonsa the 
ezolusion of Indians from tbe Wedgwood Committee. 

281b. In tbe Connoil of Btste the President dealt with an adjournment motion 
oonoeming a member who was being prosecuted for alleged sedition. 

Tbe oat motion in the Assembly to censure the Government for not taking 
steps to manulsoturo looomotives in India was passed. 

A special demonstration of the Empire air mail scheme was given at the 
Delhi aerodrome. 

Tbe death ooourred in Oalontta of Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. 

2M« A cut motion to diaoum *^e paucity of Moslema in Railway Bervioea” was 
oaeried in the Assembly. 

271b. The Congress Workiag Oommitee Issued a atatement reiterating the Party’s 
programme in the Legislatures. 

Oongressmen staged a walk-*out is the Assembly as a protest against a word 
used m the Finance Member’s Budget speech. 

JM. FuiMTisg 2 ssts of two BormeBe ICnisten tndeied tbMr 

fseignations. 
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lOlb. Differences arose between the delegates negotiating an Indo-Japanese trade 
agreement on four main points. 

1 Itik Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn, the Congress President, was not in faronr of the 
propo^ that Congressmen shonld be elected as Speakers of proYincial legisla- 
tures in those provinces in which the Congress Party was in a majority. 

12tb. The significence of the life and teachings of Sr! Ramkrishna in the light of 
present-day events, were discnssed at a stndents’ conference in Calcntta. 

A dagger attack was alleged to have been made on Sir J. F. Srivastava, U. P. 
Minister, at Cawnporc. 

Questions relating to the enhanced postal rates to Burma were asked in the 
Assembly. 

Strong opposition to the Indian Finance Bill was voiced in the Assembly 
when Sir James Origg moved -that the measure be taken into consideration. 
Several non-official resolutions were dealt with by the Council of State. 

No decision was arrived at by Bengal Congressmen in regard to the office 
acceptance issuoi 

13th. The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee at a meeting held decided 
against office acceptance, 

14th. The Bengal jute mill strike situation were unchanged with 17 mills and 
47,000 operatives reported to be idle. 

The Orissa committee was. tho latest Congress provincial organization to vote 
for offices. 

18th. The U. P. Moslems arrived at an agreement which would enable them to 
take concerted action in the U. P. Assembly. 

The question of Indianization in the higher secretariat posts was raised by a 
non-official member in the Council of State. 

An optimistic speech in regard to the coming changes in India was made by 
the Viceroy at a dinner in New Delhi. 

18th. After a deb^e lasting four days the Assembly accepted tho motion for consi- 
deration of the Finance Bill. 

The Congress Working Committee passed resolution recommending conditional 
acceptance of offices. 

No conclusion was reached at the discussion between the Government of India 
and its nen-cfficial advisers on the new Indo- Japanese Trade Agreement. 

17th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, a prisoner under Regulation III of 1818 was 
released in Calcutta. 

A motion to reduce the duty on salt was defeated in the Assembly. 

lINh. A motion urging the abandonment of the additional sugar ezoise duty was 
carried in the Assembly. 

The more rapid Indianization of the Army was pleaded for in the Goonoil of 
State. 

19lh. The debate on the Indian Finance Bill concluded in the AaaemUy. 

SM. jn. AssMBbly rejected Sir Juies Grigg's motioa fet the restoratioit of the 
additional ezoiae dnty on sugar. 

Anderson opened the Casualty Block of the Calcutta 

Medical College. 

The Congress Covention ooneluded its two*day*s seaaion at Delhi 
The part he ww to play in promotiu the economio weltoof the Punjab onder 
fte new opnsbta^n was a^ed by ffia EzoeUenoy Sir flerbert Emerson at .the 
Northern Indin Ohihmber of Oommeroe meeting. 

Two Oongren party le^ weiw reported to have reoei?ed meaaagea from the 
Gofimora of their reipeotive profinoea. 
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22nd. Farther decisioQS arrived at by the Con;;rcss Workiug Committee at l>olhi, 
following ratifioa-.ioQ of thj ofTijc aoceptaoce resolution. 

A plea for the appoiutmeat of a committee to inquire into the conditions of tho 
coal mining inJustry in India wa> put forward at the annual mooting of tho 
Indian Hining Federation in Calcutta. 

Burma's trade with India was referrod to by Sir Archibald Cochran when he 
adiressel the hrst joint session of the Senate and ilouso of Representatives in 
Rangoon. 


23rd. Tii * cniiancei In iia-Burma postal and telegraph rates were criticised by tho 
Burma Chamber of Commerce. 

A number of provincial Oovetnors were in touch with Congress party leaders 
regarJin '4 tlm formation of Ministries. 

Tli' personnel of the Beugil Ministry was still iincomplotc and it was likely that 
Mr. Faz'.ul JIuq might amend his li.st. 

24th. Tii i leaJcrs of tiie Congress Parties in various provincial Assemblies had con- 
versaiions with Oovciuor.s regarding the formation of Ministries. 

His Kvcolleacy the G ovjrnoi of lieagal accepted Mr. Fazlul Huq's proposals for 
the formation of a Ministry of 11. 

Til • prjgress made by tin P rijab in re:cat years in the direction - Of industrial 
deve! was referrei tj by the Governor When he laid the foundation of a 

new iniastria! [concern. 

27th. The Icii ^rs of the Congres.s Party in the Bombay and Orissa Legislative Assem- 
blies dcjlirijJ to form Congre.ss Ministries in tbcdr iirovinces. 

Fo utc :i persons were reportoi to have been killed in Panipat, a small town in 
the P.inj lb when the poliee were forced to open Hre to quell a liioda-Mosliim 
uis:urba.V;e la connexion with a liiAi procession. 

Kiu.atiori problems in India were discussed by the Vioo-ChanooUor of Dacca 
L'uiver.-^ity pre.siiiug over the All-Bengal Teachers’ Coulorenee at Jalpaiguri. 

28th. Tii j .Mo.'.iein Loaguj leader in Bombaji Sir A. M. K, DoJilavi, declined to form 
a Miai.stry. 

CoMgre./i Ie'iler.i in Orissa and the Control Provinces refused to form Ministries 
in Ihj.r jo.speetive provinces. 

29th. An appeal for a united party to offer effective oppo.sition to tho Congress 
was muJu by Sir A. P. Pa:ro in Madras. 

An agreement was .said to have been reached in the Indo-Japanoso trade talks. 

Ihc decline in terrorist activities was referred to in tho Government report on 
the admini.stratiou of Uongah for 1935-3C. 

Prc.siding at the annual general meeting of the Hoogly Land-holders* Association 
Maharaj Kumar Udyachand Mahatab of fiurdwan appealed to them to undertake 
cunstructivo work. 

The (jiustion of fixing a maximum weight for motor ▼ehiclos using roads in 
rural arcus was referred by the India OovArnment to local Governments. 

30th. Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement on Congress refusal to form Ministries. 

An adjournment motion was tabled in tho Assembly to discuas the ‘^constitutional 
crisis** in the provinces. 

A Bengal Govornment scheme for the establishment of tho adult education 
centres in rural areas was outlined in a communique. 

How Ministers appointed under tho new Constitution could assist the develop- 
ment of ludia*8 trade, was outlined by Sir H. 8. Paul at the annual meeting of 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

Tho Prasidont of iJio Assembly ruled out of order tiie adjournment motion 
regarding tho ban imposed by tho Commissioner of Police, Galontta, on processions. 

2 
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SatiifMtion tt the compoiition of the new Bengal Cabinet was ezprea^ 
Maharajadhiraj of Bordwan presiding at tiie annual meeting of the British Indian 
Assooiation in Gi^ntta. 

Slit In the Oonnoil of State, a member compioined that by not being present when 
the Council was considering the Finance Bill, the Finance Member had shown 
"deliberate disrespect*’ to the Honse. 

The Assembly carried an adjoarnment motion in connexion with the recently 
announced re-oreanisation of the Indian Medical Service. 


APRIL 1937 

let The adjoarnment motion regarding reorganization of the I. M. S. was talked 
ont in the C^nncil of State. 

Over 90 persons including the Secretary of the All India Socialist Party were 
arrested in connexion with the demonstration against the inaagaration of the new 
Oonstitation. 

Snd. The Assembly carried Mr. Asaf All’s censare motion relating to a "deliberate 
insult” to the Congress flag at Delhi on April 1. 

Questions were asked in the Assembly regarding the Italian Qovernment’s order 
to firms in Abyssinia to close down their business in that country. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru held that the Congress refusal to hold office was tanta- 
mount to shrink ita responsibilities. 

Mr. Bhulabhal Desai blamed the Government for the Congress decision on 
Ministries. 

The Mawab of Chhatari succeeded in forming a cabinet in the U. P. 

3rd. The death occurred at Lucknow of Raja Sir Rampal Singh (70), the well-known 
politioian, educationist and business man. 

The Assembly passed two oflloia! Bills and adjourned ttne die. 

Questions regarding the location of India’s Federal Court were asked in the 
Council of State. 

Farther evidence was recorded in the case in which five men were being tried 
for an alleged attempt to bribe a Government official in order to obtain oudget 
information. 

A large number of Indian Rulers sailed from Bombay for England to attend 
the Coronation. 


4tk. ItoferriBg to the office impasse, Sir James Crerar, a former Home Member of 
the Government of India in a newspaper article stated that the Congress hitherto 
had been a party with a platform but no programme. 


The Mian Chamber of ^mmeroe urged the Government of India to resi 
the poslal and telegraph rates between India and Burma to their former level. 

®* ““ “»«'«» ludependent P»rty gave a 

dale to Mr«ja. xanas to form a Ministry. 


restore 


*5* OojMil Ol state 'argiog that in futnr. no uon>lndian 

MiMMj^^pointed on a oommittee set up by OoTornicont, was rajootod withoat 


Bsngal and Paaiab M. L. Aj took the Oath ot Allagianoo. 

^ ** * **** Assonbly staged a walk-oot after the ebotfam 

jtotteSS!* "***** Weaker to the Bengal Assstehly took 
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The Confess Party in the Punjab Assembly did not attend when me 
GoTernor delivered his inaugural address in the House. 

A resolution in the Council of State recommended an increase in the number 
of Indian judges in tho Hi^h Court in India. 

7lli. Tho Council of State rojoctod a resolution recommending the taking of 
practical steps to increase the purohiising power of tho Indian masses. 

Annual meeting of tho Fodoration of Indian Chambers of Commerce commenced 
in Delhi. 

Kliau Rahalur A/.izul Elanno was elected Speaker of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. 

The Punjab L»*gislativ 0 Assembly was addressed by tho Governor of the 
province. 

8tb. Tho adjoiiriiineiit motion moved in the Bengal Assembly in cooneotion with 
the jute mills sl?ik»? situat' ju was talked out. 

In ilio Coun -il of State, whi. h was adjourned ame Sir Jagadish Prasad 
made a statement regarding India's altitudo to one cf the ^*raoiar' Bills in the 
S. .\friean Legislative Assembly. 

The death iVLiiired suddenly in Calcutta of Sir A. Suhrawardy, a former 
Member of tie* t'oiirieil of J^tate. 

Tho Ministeis' Salai ies Bill w.is passed by the Punjab Assomhiy and an 
.'idjournmeiit motion lo diseuss the p »lico handling of tho riot at Panipat 'was 
disallowed. 

9th. Assam's sh'iiler fioaintial resonrees wero referred to by Sir Robert Reid in a 
joint aldn.'S to the l'p|)er and Lower IlousiUi of the province. 

Ml. S. 0. Mitri was eleeted IVesiileiit of the Hougal Legislative Council, defeat- 
ing his rival by the narrow margin of one vote. 

The India (i<ivernmeiii was Koriously oouKidering measures to protect Indian 
coastal Ira'le from thij iiiereasiug menace of dapane.sb shipping, 

A wave of intense disappointment was tho llrst re;tction of Indian political 
leaders to the speech of Lord Zetland dodning the British GovernmenPe attitnde 
to tho politii.al impasse. 

lOlh. Mahatma (iandhi. in a statement on the nolitioal impasse, Kuggested tbe 
appointment of a jiidiio'al trihiinal to decide whether it was eompotent for Govern- 
ors to give the ussiiraiKO demanded by the Congress. 

The Bihar rnnerument decided to reduce the minimum price of sugarcane and 
were at prev'at ceneernel over the prohletn of the heavy surplus of sugarcane 
iu Bihar. 

12lk. An adjour!im 'or motion in the Punj.ih Assembly to discuss Lord Zetlaad*s 
recent spee.-h was talked out after a debate lasting two hours. 

Indi.aii Phi istians of South India urged for a comproiniso with a viow to the 
cst.ablishin.Mif of a permanent Ministry. 

The rnited Provii>ces Cabinet i.saiied a statement on the Congress criticisms on 
the Ministry impasse. 

15lh. Mr. F.udal lliiq de.se ri bed the Beng.il Cabinet as a very happy family when 
lio replied to an address prescntcHl to the Bengal Ministers by Calcutta students' 
fediMation. 

Malik Khiida But, a Moslem ladependent, was iinauimously elected Speaker of 
the Frontier Assembly. 

16th. Mr. George Morgan, President of tho European Association, reviewed the 
present political intpasso iu India when he addressed tho annual meeting of tbe 
Association in Caleotta. 

17tb. The Finance Minister of Bihar in a Press statement said that it was hardly 
necessary for the Congress to demand assurances from tho Oovernora in the 
terms as they did and that in actnal practice the Governor has given his Kiois* 
ters unfettered freedom to carry out the business of Government. 

Tlie Director of Public Instrnction ezemptod threo Government schooh for 
bovB aad two Government schools for giris in Calcutta, from tho iiee verna- 
cnlar as a medium of instfuction and examination. 
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Id gening the annual meeting of the Bihar Chamber of Commerce* His Excell- 
ency Sir Maurice Hallett appealed for co-operation in solving the problems facing 
the province. 

IStli. India's Ministers were not puppets, said Mr. Faziul Huq, the Bengal Premier, 
criticizing the Congress Party at a luncheon in Calcutta. 

19lh. An application for an injunction was made in the Calcutta High Court in 
which the legality of the election of the Speaker of the Bengal Legislative 
Assemblv was Questioned. 

Critiorspi of the Congress effort to divide Moslem ranks was the burden of a 
statement to the Press by Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

20th. Mr. N. R. Barker, in a letter ^ the Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Con- 
gress Committee, explained why he resigned his membership of the Committee. 

21«L Mr. F. E. James addressing a meeting of the European Association at Madras, 
referred to the fundamental uncertainty of the Congress policy. 

22iMi. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s move to make Moslems join the Congress in 
large numbers received warm reception. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in an interview at Poona, t clarified the Congress point of 
irlew in the present political dead-lock. 

28vA. Fourteen persons were killed and 42 wounded when police opened fire on 
rioters in a village in Alwar State. 

24lh. The Bihar Government decided to restore to popular control tho administra- 
tion of several mnnioipalities that had been superseded for mis-management. 

The Madras Cabinet’s programme of work included reduction of land tax, 
revision of the land revenue system, a five year plan in agriculture, and a 
drive against illiteracy. 

28lh. Twelve persons were arrested for disobeying the police ban on tho playing 
of music in or near the Sonya Maruti temple in Poona. 

26lh. Pandit Nehrn and Mr. M. A. Jinnah issued counter-statements on the Congress 
bid to capture Moslem support 

Four persons were sentenced by an Alipore magistrate to various terms of 
rigoroos imprisonment under the Arms Act 

Nino more jute mills in the Barrackpore area closed down rendering 29,500 
operatives idle. 

27lh. Seventeen persons charged with conspiracy to wage war against the King- 
Emperor were convicted and sentenced by a Special Tribnual at Alipore. 

281b. Mr. Bhojsingh Pahaljani was dented Speaker of the Sind Legislative 

Assembly. 

EM. The Congress Working Committee resolution on the polhical deadlock was 
stated to be another triumph for Mahatma Gandhi. 

It was reported that a programme of action devised by Mahatma Giodhi was 
being considered by the Congress cabinet 

The Oaloutta High Court dismissed the application filed by Mr. T. C. Goswami 
asMim for an injunction restmini g Khan Bahadur Aziznl Haque from acUag as 
Speafiff of the Bengal Legislarive Assembly. 


MAY 1937 

let The oommansl tendon at Madras oonrinned and fifty persons were treated for 
^^in Oalo^^gMd^of peacefully. There was a meeting held on tho 
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Indi Oommonal tension was reported to bsTO eased in Madras where, however, stone 
throwing stUi oontinned. 

3rd. 85 Jute Mill strikers were arrested in the Jate Mill area in the suburbs of 
Calcutta following an attempt to start the Mills by the authority. 

A series of supplementary questions were evoked by a question by Mr. Morgan 
Jones requesting the Qovernmont to suggest a formula for agreement with Gon- 

S ess leaders by which the judges of the Feueral Court would act as Arbitrators, 
r. Butler showed an adamantine attitude and replied with a graceless, ^^No” 

6Ui. Mr. Jinnah issued a statement regarding the controversy over the Con- 
gress bid to capture the support of Moslems. 

Twenty-two Jute mills and 93,000 operatives were still idle in Bengal. 

7Ui. Following assurances given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bengal the All- 
Bengal Jute Workers’ Central Strike Oommitteo decided to call off the Bengal Jute 
workers’ strike on and from Monday, the 10th May. More than 2,000,000 jute 
workers and 40 mills were involved in the strike which coutinuod for the last 
two months and a half. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrn in reply to a civic address in Rangoon urged for 
co-operation between Indians and Barmans. 

Twenty persons were injured, including two municipal commissioners, as a 
result of lathi charges resorted to by the police for the first time in connection 
with the Sonya Maruti temple Satyagraha. 

8Ui. Reaction in India to Lord Zetland’s statement on the constitutional impasse 
were marked. Mahatma Gandhi in a press interview stated that the latest 
prononnoement of Lord Zetland was no contribution to the removal of the political 
deadlock in India. 

The Government of Bengal offered facilities to labour leaders with a view to 
ending the Jute Mill strike. 

lOtb. The Calcutta Corporation decided not to participate in the Coronation 
celebration. 

The Mayor of Bombay informed the Corporation that ho proposed sending 
Coronation greetings to Their Majesties. 

11th. The policy of the All-India Moslem League was explained to a gathering at 
Lncknow by Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

Elaborate traffic arrangements wore made in Calcutta to cope with the rush 
of Coronation illumination sight-seers.* 

The Government of Punjab took action against persons who wore coming into 
the province with a view to fomenting Communist trouble among tho masses. 

The Viceroy sent a loyal message to His Majesty tho King on behalf of the 
Princes and people of India. 

12Ui. The Coronation was celebrated throughout India with groat rejoicings. Brilliant 
illuminations and a successful traffic control suhomo were features of the Coro- 
nation celebrations. 

13th. The Sonya Maruti Temple Satyagraha concluded at midnight when the last 
batch of 7 worshippers led by Mr. Viswasrao Dowro, President of Varnasram 
Swarajya Sangha, uefiod tho Magistrate’s order by ringing the temple bell. The 
Satya|raha commenced on April 25 and lasted 19 days when over 1035 offered 
worship in defiance of the M^istrate’s order. But about 700 were arrested 
including Hindu leaders of all sections. The order against music expired to-day. 

An official statement issued on the withdrawal of the curfew and other res- 
trictive orders in Midnapore. 

14th. Some Madras Congressmen favoured acceptance of office in the light of 
Lord Zetland’s recent statement. 
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IM. U. P. Muslins were untnimoosW of opinion that the only rklit and oorreet 
attitude for Muslims to set upon and adopt was to nnoonditional^ join the Indian 
National Congress and participate in the struggle for freedom of the country. 

Mr. Khor, loader of tlio Bombay Assombly Congress Party, in a statement, 
criticized the action of the Governor for having put a narrow and legalistic 
interpretation on tho Constitution Act. 

8ir Tej Bahadur Hapru regarded Mr. Butler's and Lord Zetland's latest state- 
ments a» constituting assurances. 

Tho Bengal Premier tioped to remove the causes of friction between the 
einployoes following tho recent mill strike in Calcutta. 

16Ui. Mr. C. Rajagopaliichan, in a Press statement, explained the Congress viewpoint 
regarding the suggesiiun that tlicro was no serious dilTcrcucu between a Ministry's 
resignation and dismissal. 

17tb. Extensive control over methods of coal mining and a cess on coal despatches 
were among tho recommendations made in tho report of the Coal Mining Committee 
appointed^to examine India’s resources of coal, tho need for conservation, etc. 

18th. Two men wero seriously injurod following an explosion which occurred at 
Mitun (ihal, in Patna City. It may bo recalled that a bomb exploded in this particular 
locality In July last year. Five men were arrested in that connection and three 
of them, ail accused, \voro sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment each a 
few days ago. 

19th. The Promior of tho Punjab criticized the Congress demand in a speech and 
made a roforooco to the position of tho minorities. 

Coiiain observations wero made at Coonoor by Mr. F. E. James on the Bengal 
Enrotteans* manifcKto regarding the constitutional impasse. 

20th. Tho Bengal Premier discussed tho recent Jute Mill strike with the President 
uf the Bengal Oliambcr of Coromcrco. 

Tho Congress secretary in a statement explained the Congress attitudo to the 
minorities. 

21*1. Ten persons wore killed and 320 injured in a 81na>SnnDi clash in Lucknow. 

22iid. 8ix tliousand railway woikshop workers went on a stay-in strike at liuhore. 

The Bengal Ciovernment agreed to grant a five year subsidy to a company 
formed for salt manufaclure in the province. 

»Sixty persons were arrested for defiance of a ban on a Madras institution. 

23rd. Tiie riot situation at Lucknow stiowed signs of improvement but stray as- 
saults continued. 

The '*stay-iu” striko in the Lahore Railway worksliops fizzled out. 

24lh. Uindii Muslim riots oi'currcd in C. l\ aud the Punjab and communal tension 
and panic prevailed at Shikarpur in ISind. 

Tho Bengal Ooverumeut issued statement on tho desecration of some imaces in 
8orajgang, 

Tho Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, addressed the India Government’s 
Foreign Department on tho expulsion of the Indian firm of Mahomed AU and Co. 
from Abyssinia. 

25th. Tributes ( o the memory of Sir Ashutosb Mookerjee wero paid at the comme- 
moration of his death anniversary. 

The Madras Government issued a commuuiquc on the circumstances relating to the 
closing of a school at Kottapatam. 

26kk. Tho Bengal Labour Ministry issued a statomont on tho jnto mills situation. 

The U. P. Governor in a speech discussed the relationship between Governors 
and their Ministers under the new constitution. 



ft 
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atik lift onwijploymaiit probltai wat om of thft aftbfools diaoimad at a sMillai 
of the Awum Ohamber of OonmoBoo. 

aMk The threat to Bengal, cotton indnatrr from nniiiatified- stHkea wia referred to 
bj the Preaklent of the Btogal MUlownertV Aaaooiation. 


JUNE 1937 

lat Oharges were framed by the Special Tribunal at Ohittagong in the case in 
which a number of youths were allied to have attempted to murder an Internee, 
persons were xiUod and 100 injured in a oommnnai rioting in Bombay. 

2nd, Disonssing the political impasse with a Bombay newspaper's oorrespoadent, 
Jdhhatma Gandhi said that the Congress were "awaiting a gesture lioa me Cov- 
er nnseut". 

The U. P. Cahraet's plan for the rednotion of land rents wore orHioised by 
landlords. 

The Premier of the CL P, decrined to discuss his Government's programme at 
a political oonforenco, saying that tuoh discussion shoidd ho held on the floor of 
the legisiatufo. 

The Premier of the U. P., referring in a Press interview to the latest state- 
ments of Lord Zetland and Mahatma Gandhi, said that the Congress should now 
accept office. 

Alfa. Defence arguments began in the Chittagong case in which five youths were 
on trial on- charges of conspiracy and attempt^ murder of an internee. 

6tli. Surprise was expressed by .Burma's Minister for Education that Oaloutta Uni- 
versity threatened retaliation agaiast the step making a knowledge of Burmese 
compulsory in Uangoou University. 

7tb. Now taxation was the only method of fiudiog monoy for the provinces' needs, 
said Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, presiding at the Finance Members’ Conference in 
Bombay. 

Stb. Speaking on tho political deadlock, Sir K. V. Roddi oharaoterised the present 
position of the Congress s "climb down". 

The various sourcos of additional taxation wero considered ny tho Finance 
Ministers' Couforouco which concluded in Bombay. 

10th. lUbiudra Bauerjeo who was scutoncod to lifu imprisonmeat for an attempt to 
shoot (ho Govoriior of flougal at the Loboug race course was rcleasod. 

12th. Tho hearing of a case in which 13 men were charged with conspiracy to 
assist the operations of tho Communist Party in India oponod in Calcutta. 

Four men wore ou trial at Faridpur in connexion with tho find of a six-ebam- 
beied revolver in a village. 

A Chittagong youtli was awarded life seutenco by a special tribunal for attomp- 
ting to kill an iuternco.*, 

13th. "The cult of terrorism has definitely impeded national; progress," said Pt. 
Jawaharlal, the Congress President in a speech at Chittagong. 

Urging tho Govorament and the Congress to appreciate the human side of tho 
present Constitutional problem, Pandit iiriday Nath Kunzru, president of tho 
Servants of India Society, speaking at Poona, said that in tho interest of the coun- 
try it was necessary that tho interim Ministers should not be allowed to remain 
unduly long at office. 

14di. The Government of India decided to suspend for three months operation of the 
new regulation prohibiting women from working in mines aod to increase the 
raising from railway collieries. 
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18th. An important declaration regarding the present constitntional inpasse was 
made by the Congress President at a meeting at the Calcutta Town Hall. 

16th. Tlio Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce in a communication to the 
India Government, urged the reduction of postal and telegraph rates in Burma. 

17th. The doath occurred of the Maharaja of Venkatagiri^ a supporter of the Justice 
Party. 

18th. Despite I^ord Badcn-Powell’s denial of having cast any aspertion on India 
and IndiauB, opposition to his scout movement coutiauod iu the Mysore State. 

British troops were called out to quell a Sik-Moslem clash in Amritsar. 

19th. Presiding at the Proja>CcafereQce at Bogra, Mr. N. R. Barker referred to the 
scope of the new Constitution for ameliorating the condition of ryots. Bepiying to 
an address at Bogra, Mr. Surkar appealed for a change in the public attitude 
towards Government. 

21st. The president of the Andhra Provincial Congress Conference declared that 
what Congress really wanted was an assurance of non* reference by Governors m 
the matter of fulfilling olection pledges, but not in the matter of any programme 
oaloulated to wreck tho Constitution. 

The Viceroy’s message on the political situation in India was boardeast. Board- 
casting tho viceroy commended that message to the sympathy and consideration 
of the people. 

22iid. The Governor of Bongol explained his position under the Constitntion in a 
letter in reply to a telegram from the Hindu Sabha requesting his Intervention 
in ^anti-Hindu activities iuvolving the desecration of tempos and duties”. 

2Sfd. The Bengal Government issued a note in connexion with the training of 
selected ^detennes at the agricultural farm at Maslandpur. 

The extremely helpful lattitudo of the Governor was described by the Premier 
of the Pnajab when he refuted certain allegations made by the Opposition in the 
Assembly, 

24Ui. There were exciting scenes in the Punjab Assembly when the Premier 
referred to adjournment motions as amusing jokes. 

2Stii. The death occurred of His Holiness Sri Sir Anaud Swarup Swamiji Mahara] 
of Dayalhagh, Agra. 

26tli. The voluo of physical traiulng for youths was pointed out ) by Major H. 

Armstrong at the closing of the Teachers' Physical Training Camp at 

Chittagong. 

A oonference to stamp out communalism in the Punjab was convened and 
presided over by Sir Sikaodar Hyat Khan, Premier of tho province. 

27tli. The (inference of the Punjab ieadors to stamp out communalism in the pro- 
vince decided on the programme of work. 

Presiding at a Harijan conferonce at Borhampore ( Oanjam ) Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramiyya criticized the attitude of caste Hindus towards harijans. 

28tli. Replying to addresses at Barisal, the Bengal Premier stated that there were 

weighty reasons which mode it impossible for the Government to order a general 

release of detenus. 

Sir Maurice Hallett, Governor of Bihar, replying to addresses presented to him 
at Purnlia, stressed the need for friendiy co^oporation. 

A programme of work for the improvement of ryots was outlined by the Assam 
Premier at a meeting in Shillong. 

29tli. There was another scene i in the Punjab Assembly and members of the 
Opposition staged a walk-ont 
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Notes on Indian History 


[iog sach a comprehensiTe and conoocted sketoh 


It biB truly been said ‘Uiat.a hiatory 6f India that reveals the .whole panorama of 
the vast miUenia of her distiDotive life and civilisation in its actual ihape and colour 
and duo proportiou and perspective, still remains to be written. Tlic materials for 
drawing suoh a ^vdat oatline and nrakin 
are not yet in hand, 
promise ("' * 

ever, been vicmiiij Ciuei5ii«5 uui. wi iuv uuBfc Toi»<uici uiiuicusiiY ui i.uui« d paai.— ■ 

a mist which (thanks to the labours of the investigators) has* perceptibly tliinned with* 
out being as yet aotnally lifted as far as one can now make one's incursion into the 
age that saw the birth of Badhism and Jainism in India in the sixth century B. C. 
B^ond that there is still only ^cosmic nebiilae'* relieved hero and there by a few 
stray constellations of lucidly distinct historical facts. These *^aebiilae'' havo. probably, 
a depth and density to be measured only in terms of mtllcnia. But from the posi- 
tion where we can now make our historical prospecting, these vast remote dark 
spaces of Indian history recede and shrink and fold up and, at last, look liko a far- 
away blank, blaek spherule beyond the galaxy of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently, "full*' of such gaps and blanks. Devond tho 
time when Alexander the Great invaded the Punjab <306 B. C.), the galoctical system 
of detailed and authentic Indian history does not far extend. There are too many 
nnexplored blank spaces and unformed, chaotic nebulae beyond that time still. Be- 
ginnii^ approximately with that period, we are furnished, sometimes in abundance, 
with xairly trustwortliy material in the shape of contemporary Greek testimony bear- 
ing on Indian history, and also, as time roils on, with inscriptional and other kinds 
of deoipherablo and dependable domestic evidence. Of coarse, an immense mass of 
*dooumentary'’ evidence and evidence in tho more or loss iluid, volatile state of 
tradition, hearsay and folk-lore (written or unwritten) have always lain by tlie side 
of the historian hitherto busy with liis iuscii^tious, plates, coins, artefaets and anv 
corroborative evidence that may be forthcoming from outside. And that ma.ss oi 
anoient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, genorally, lain neglected by 
his aide. In has been, generally, of little help to him in reconstructing, “on sciontific 
lines*', the missing skeleton of ancient Indian ITistory. It has been, however, of groat 
nee to the comparative mythologist, phylologist and anthropologist. 

But even the historian who seeks to reconstruct on soieutilic lines the rnissin;; 
skeleton of anoient history, whether of India or of any other country, should do well 
to remember that the dry bouos of the skeleton bo may have been been able to put 
together will not bo true, living Ui.story unless tliey can be made instinot with the 
touch of life whiuli literature, art, trauition, 'myths', folk-lore, religious aud social 
ioetitutions in their earlier and later forms alone can give. From coins, tables etc. 
we oan build a possible or even probable frame- work of cbronologv into which we 
can put our little bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or oth 3 r. Such a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relating to ilyuastic succession, war and conquests) 
is of course important as a necessary grouud plau of liistorv. But it is not the com- 
pleted structure of history. It is not history as an organic process of evolution. So 
we have to distinguish between structural or moridiologioal historv and oreaoic 
“physiologioar history. ** * 

comparison witli some other ancient countries 
like Bgypt, mbylouia and China in her ‘'materials’* for writing, the first kind of 
history, aud the available materials, as we saw, do not can v us mnoli bovond tho 
hmo of Budha and Mah^ra in the sixth century B. C. Recently, however, a very 
old and, appareatiy, a higli order of eivilisatiou ha.s been unearthed in the Indus 
Valley m the Punjab and in Sind, which, according to current official haliofs, is of 
the SumerioA pattern. The buried cities now discovered bring to light not unlv 
very interesting features of a civilisation thriving in the western part of India 
in ao remote a past (when the Indo-Aryans had not, according to the common view 
yet migrate into India), bnt they even pat into onr liands interesting cluesthat 
evento^ly help us to .unraMl many of the riddles of onr Vedic and post- Virfic historC 
The SMtnk cult, for mstanoe, may havo older and deeper roots in the soil of Inrili 
!ll“ **5r*5?*“ 8«sp«cted. Nothing contemporaneous wi^ o?o,Hi«? 

than the Indus Valley oivilisation has yet been nnwrthed in oth« narts . 1 ' 

pr^t tr^ of speculation is to regard tho Indus 



NOTB or INDIAN HOSIOST It 

Wit M still .in ths dosklaad of probsVilttios or ofon loss than probslulitios at to 
tko dite,««ritias, aarly haUtals and aariior forma not only of the Indus Talloy bat 
aha of Mio Drsvjdians and lado-Aryan people. We do not know for oertaialy when 
ami tam orhere the Jado-Aryans oame into India. The fact of Aryan immiaratloa 
inlo India Usell, .thongh eeneimlly aooepted, is still disputed. And if immigration be 
admijhndl^ we havst pmbably, to adnut not one bat soToral suooesairo streams of 
imm jg rst i on. Nncdi a theory, apparently called for to aoooant for some of the oritioid 
taniMB and ^anddea motationa** in oar anoiont historioal evolution, will lead to many 
aneKfurad avenues of enfniry as to ages and dates, origins and oharactoristics. 

fHE 

The Nimda-4n» eailiest and the most informing and instraotive '^doonmentary- 
evidence that we ponsesa-nilipeors to set the stage amidst soenes which show the Abon- 
clnal, Dravidian and fjlodo-Aryan factors fighting for sapremscy first in the land of 
°Five Rivers’* and in the Ganges Valley, and then gradually, beyond the Viadhya 
Range which with its impenetrable forest mantle, stood as a barrier between Northern 
Indian (Aryyavattal and Deccan. Gradually we find the aborigines oornerned and 
driven to the hills and forest where their descendants, more or less Aryanised, still 
continne to live. In eonsidarabte parts, they were also absorbed into the fold of Aryan 
sodety and culture. And in being absorbed they did not fail to impart some little 
part of their own oharaoter to the Aryan oomplex. There was not so mnoh of racial 
or even linguistic fusion as of cultural assimilation. This process of Aryanisation in 
ianguage, oultnre etc. has been a process admitting, naturally, of different shades and 
degrees, leaving at the one end aboriginal races that Uavo almost kept aloof from 
Aa^an infiueooe and having at the other others that have become part and parcel of 
the Aryan system. The Aryanisation of the Dravidian peoples, especially ia religion, 
ouSlwre and civilisation, has been a much more perfected process. But. on the other 
band, the Dravidian impress on the Aryan system is also, in many places, deep and 
unmistakable. The Dravidian is co-ordinated or even subordinated to the Aryan bat 
not lost in the latter. This power of assimilation of alien races and oultares without 
losing the individuality of its own essential Type or Pattern and without at the same 
time making the diverse elements ssslmilateo lose whatever is essential In tbem-*- 
has been a special characteristic of the Iido- Aryan race and oulture-complei:. This has 
meant organic unity or unity in diversity of a more fundamental and abiding nature than 
can, perfaape, be claimed for the political or national unity with which historians are 
commonly familiar. Historians, accordingly, commonly miss the unity which lies 
deep and sees only the diversity which lies on the surface. India to them is thus 
a veritable chaos of jarring elements of races, languages, religions, castes, sects and 
enltufe which have never known unity before the days of the unitary political rule 
of the British. Of course the introduotion, in later times, of the Semitic religions— 
Hshammedanism and Christianity-Disturbed to some extent the ages-long unity and 
babmoe of the Arvo-Dravidian culture and social system in India But even these 
elements were in the process of being slowly drawn into the sphere of influence of 
what we may call the Genius of India. In other words, a slow but sure process of 
coltoral assimilation even of this '^militant” factors was going apace. Buddhism, 
which had risen as a '^revolt** against orthodox Hiuduism— but yet as a revolt from 
within— and which dominated the situation in India for several centuries, ended ia 
the land of its birth by being eventually absorbed and assimilated into the parent 
religion. Jainism and many other old or latter '^revolts” have thus ‘‘squared their 
aooounts’* with the same parent religion, and have been for many centuries living 
peaceably side by side with one another and with the latter. 

This power of assimilation and co-ordination in which all the oomponeuts make 
their own contributions and are permitted to live side by side as members of a 
oommonwealth of cultures, has been the secret of the wonderful resisting and staying 
power of the Indian oaltare-oomplex against such disintegrating foroes aa have smtah- 
ed up many aa old and glorions civilisition of the world. And it can be easily 
shown from nets that this staying power has been in evidence not only in tiie realm 
of oaltnral contacts and impacts but also in that of social and politiou ones. There 
have been many raids into India and invasions before and afnr Gbriet, bat it ia a 
travesty of facts to imagine that Indian rMistanoe has always been weak and short- 
lived and that sooh invasions are typioslly like the raids of the Mshmad of Gszni 
wbJoh evor swept away Indian armies and Kingdoms like cobweb or a hooee^of 
oar^ Before her final eabjogation by the Mehammedan Power— and the final sahjpK 
gstion of the whole of India wae anything like an aooomplisbed faot only for a time 
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dorinff the reign of the greet Mogul Emperors— Indie had been, it shoold h 
mind, a inightj Power end e Model of oivUisation end enltare for at least three 
years. And it should be remembered farther that when the British in 
Indie tamed from trade to oooqoest (always with native help and allianee) th^ had to 
settle tb^r aoooants not only with Haidar Ali and Tipu Saltan in the South, bat mainly 
the M^aratta and Sikh Powers which had risen on the rains of the Mahaminedar 
Power in India. 


UiOTABT Ikoian Ennnn 

Bat there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
against India developing a compact and coherent politioal and military organisation, 
except occasionally, like, for instance, the great Roman Empire of old or the British 
Empire in modern times. We possess, ap^rently, no connected retrospect of the 
remote past of which the Vedas, Epios ana Paranas speak. Bat as far as appearanoes 

S , an anitarv, centralised Indian Empire was the exception and not the rale. In 
er times also, an Empire like that of Asoka was not a common achievement. As 
we said. India has possessed deep-laid oaltural and institntional unity beneath ail her 
diversities. India nas fought, and fought bravely, for the ijtegrity of her saored 
lii^, her saored religion and tradition, and for their saored visible Symbols and 
Emb^iments. But she has rarely fought for the ‘'State* as such or an Empire as 
such. The spirit of her oulture did not favour the formation and consolidation of 
Nationalism in the sense it is oommonly understood, and her basic institutions would 
hardly consist with many form of centralised State control. The aU-controllsng and 
co-ordinating Principle was Dharma (the Principle of human Values and Conduct) 
rather than any State agency. Each village, for example, was a self-contained com- 
mune and autonomous unit owing permanent allerianoe to the reign of Dharma and 
only temporary all^ianoe to any kingship that mi^t function for the time being. So 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose and 
fell. I^ey were but little affected by the accidents and exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spirit of Dharma (which should not be translated as reKgion) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-living values and tenden- 
cies and a cosmopolitan outlook, and has opposed militant, aggressive ‘‘predatory*’ 
The old Upanishads are clear and courageous in their conoeption of 
those higher values ; and the Dharmashastras (or Codes laying down social and 
individuS conduct) were bold and consistent in their execution of those ideas. Later, 
Bndhism and Jainism and other “reforming** movements have tended only to stress 
such valaes as non-violence and fellowship with all men and all living beings. These 
forces operating through the ages tended to produce in the Indian classes and masses 
a common disposition not quite favourable to the formation and consolidation of an 
unitary military state for purposes of offence and defence. 

Of the immense back-ground of Indian History which is represented by the Vedas 
(Samhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Cpanishadas), the various 8utras (or Digests), 
Philosophies, Epios (the Bamayana and Mahavarata), Paranas and Tantras (our state- 
ment here is not anything like full), we possess (unless one is prepared to grant the 
claim of the Puranas recently put forth in their behalf that they do contain mate- 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connected chronological history beginning with the 
very earliest times) very little precise and connected information for the purpose of 
writing a politioal nistory both copious and correct as to facts and their chron^gicai 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, practices and institutions of the times we do 
possess a very full, informing and instructive presentation. And, after all, what is 
real history bat this ? Scholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders and specimens of ideas, beliefs and practices that existed in India. 
Bat oftener than not their reviews and retrospects have been made from modern 
standpoints, with modern notions, criteria and standards of testing facts and apprais- 
ing values. This has not enabled us, in any just measure, to understand much less 
appreoiate a Civilisation (not confined to India but, possibly, reaching some oi its 
greatest heights in this country) which was essentially of a different kind, and cannot, 
therefore* ft represented as only the first uncertain and timid steps taken on the 
road whioh has, through a long, long maroh, at last brought os to our present 
advanced stage. The ideomgy, plan and methods of that ancient civilisation we have 
yet not serioorij studied and rightly understood. Much of that civilisation we atill 
regard, withont understanding, aa consisting of “savage” magic, meaningless rituahsm, 
theological twaddle” and omds superstitution. Side by side with ml this we find, 
however, the highest philosophy, deepest mystioiam and pnrest ethics. There is also 
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niiob tbat is of origioa) and genuine Taloe from tlie point of view of hnman material 
and mundane progress. Ibis seems to ns a oorions medley of what is nearly the 
highest and what is about the* lowest Bat let us pass on; 

Ooming to /'historioar' times we find that the invasion by Alexander the Oreal of 
India proved in the resnlt to be little more than a brilliant raid. His viotorious 
mmies could only cut off a small slice of North- ^iTestem India, and this little slice 
the llMedoniaa wonld ingest, but could not digest His steam-roller of oonanest 
speedily developed “war-weariness" on the plains of the Punjab, and he had to go 
mk only addinn a bit of India to his vast Empire. He had won some of his battles 
in India, bat it had not been an “easy walk-over" with him. 

CkANDKAOUPra and Asoka 

After his death shortly afterwards, the vast Macedonian Empire praotfoally went to 
pieces. Chandragnpta, who became the king of Magadha, proved himself too powerful 
for the Greek invaders who had violated the sanctity and integrity of the saored Land 
of the Five Rivers. As the result of the formidable opposition by the armies of 
Ghandragupta, a treaty was ooncluded between him and the Greek which made him 
the supreme* undisputed lord and sovereign of the Indian Empire. Megaatiienes, who 
was sent by Seleucus as an ambassador to the court of Ghandragupta, left a very 
valnable record of the times, of the customs and morals of the people, and of the 
admimstration, which, though unfortunately fragmentary, bears an eloquent and admir- 
ing testimony to the high order of material and moral civilisation attained by the 
Hnklas centuries before the Ghristisn era. And this high civilisation was evolved in 
India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations that flourished in 
ancient times such as the Babylonian, Greek, Persian and Chinese; Chandragupta's son 
was Dindusara who was succemed by Asoka (169-231 B. C.), who was undoubtedly, 
one of the greatest rulers of men bolding their sway for the material and spiritual 
good of mankind. Numerous edicts and ioscriptions record the noble and ^rious 
achievements of his reign whioh, in its later stages, left the bloody path of war and 
conqueat and devoted itself to the much more noble and fniitful task of the moral and 
spiritnal oonquoat and redemption of ourselves and our feliow-being. With commend- 
able catholicity and tolerance, not seeking to impose it upon others by his great 
imperial anthority and power, be exercised that authority aud power for the purpoae 
of transforming Budbism, which had been moro or less a local sect in the Ganges 
Valley, into one of the greatest aud most potent living world religions. Asoka's reign 
ia therefore rightly held to bo an epoch in the history of the world. His edicts also 
show the man, his ideals and his methods. But all this bad not allowed or favoured 
the cement of the great Mauryya Empire setting into the lequisite bardneas. Indepen- 
dent kingdoms like Bacteria and Parthia took their rise in the boi'der land, and the 
Greeks renewed their incursions. New races (the Yuen- chi) came in a mrge of 
migration which swept all before them, and in the first century A. D. a considerable 
portion of North-west India came under their iofiuonce. 

Gupta Dynastt 

Eanishka, who made Peshawar his capital, proved great as a rulor and as a patron 
and missionary of the Buddhistic reli^on. Under him the Kusbkn branch of the 
Tnen-chi reached the zenith of its power. But this power fell as another power in 
middle India rose— the Andhra dynasty. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjain would, some- 
time, rise and shine in the midst of the moving vast ness of Indian waters. In the 
beginning of the fonrth century the centre of political infiuence in India was again 
shifted to Pataliputra in Magaaha as the Gupta dynasty emerged into power. Bamn- 
dragnpta, who ruled for fifty years, and his son Cbanaragupta, greatly distinmabed 
themselves not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful aod fruitfal administration, 
promoting general prosperity and giving liberal encouragement to art and literature, 
a glorious uibute to woicb was paid by the Chinese pilgrim Fa-hien. According to 
his testimony, their Empires were vast and their administration jnst, enlightened. 
Towards the end of the fitn centnry— when the White Huns from Central India began 
to pour themselves into India— the sun of the Gupta dynasty set (daring whose rwime, 
it shonld be noted, there had been a revival and reooostiructioD of anoient Brahma- 
nism and Brahmanical cnitnre as evidenced especially by the literature of the Puranaa : 
bat this reviving process was, very largely, a process of quiet adaption and peaoefnl 
asalnllatlon). More than a century had elapsed after the fall of the Gupta dynasty 
before there rose another great and enlightened monarch who oonld emnlate with no 
mean success the greatest of (hs Indian rulers in historical times— -Asoka. Emperor 



HililuL wli 0 otBiottdatodi hit MthocUf i^nttUotil j tTtr Ihs vhtki .off tlortlMirA ItAtt 
la lilt atfitttitf 1^ teraoth oeatary, wm Umon» tanallf |pr rhis artat p raaat i^ 
hit hi^TiiittlkolaAI ttfarinanwitt tail for iht hrotd etthoHmif if hit .« oligioas oatfodk. 
Aa iooiaittl tf hit ihatt htt beta foil hj a dhiaeto, Uata Tma Jim otaM. la fhtt, 
laAla it ttill fhiatad ia geatralljr hri^t aaS ataa glowing otitufs. 

UaoiAartf. foiDu 

Aitor Iht Attlh iiif iBtnha, tad gradaahy with the omeigaaet ol lodit iato what 
latT ha aallad the .aMditevtl period, aw ooaditioos whkfo had anda the pplittoal 
ttunoatioa of Ipdit aoawtimet pottible ia the paak, aetrly distppatrad, aad ladit wu 
throwa iafo t atafo * 0 ! poHtietl oonfosioa tad chacw ja whioh pettf fciagdoiat rote like 
aiaabraoBM aad ooattetft intemtoiae ttrife prtfdifod. Soma aatataafiag Igurat like 
Vikraauidtfom would oonafionally appear oa the tfoger. but saoh eveate were few aad 
for bitweea. In the South of lodit was being eaaetet a very iatarostiag but ioTolTed 
drama ia whteh the Aodhras, Ptllavat, ChaIakyatandC!hola5 were the ptiacipd actors. 
Kathmere in the north, Kaaaoj in the Doab and Sei^al in the east were dlao alive 
with maav vivid and vital aeenes and events of poTitiodu cnttural and eoeiti interest. 
Bat we snail not try to make a review of them hene. One outstandiog event vm the 
ooalnsion and oonplexity of the general Indian sitoatian whioh deserves astioe even 
in passing wss the rise of the fisiput power upon whiefa the mantle of the eld aute 
of kshttriyst (the warrisr tad valing oiste) fell, and which was the ohief opposihen 
that the waves of Mehsmsdsn iovssion ooming one after another ever amce Sie 
second quarter of the 7th oontarv had to enoounter and nifeimsfoly bear down. Qesarat, 
Bfalwa, Ajmer, Ksaanj aad Dcfhi were the principal soeaes of the new drama of 
Rajput ssoendottoj— a dranm ao full of episodes of superb urn in bravery, aobto heroism 
aad saoriftoe for the saoied oaese of religion and liberty ttmt thiy luve ever aiaoe 
lived in hnnum memory as models which futara generations of patriots in any country 
mfoht well try to emulate. Though Rajput opposition was borne down in Northern 
India by the end of the twelfth eentury, fiajput bravery and tbs spirit that animated 
It snrvived the crash of the Hindu Empire of Delhi and Ajmere over which Prithri 
Bid, the hero, the last of the Hindu emperors, though not the last of the Hinda 
rawrs, hsd held sway. Rajput bravery and Rajput love of indepeadeaee were still 
faotors to reckon with in the days of the great lloghals — Akbar, Janai^r, Shahjahtn 
tad Anrtngsib. Col. Todd and some others have narrated the story, and it omistitates 
one of the prondest annals in the vast arohives of the Hindu glory in India. As to 
the conquest of Northern India by the Mohammedans, it should be noted, the great 
prise was not very easily or quiokiy won ; that the hrst Mohammedan impact was ia 
the seventh century shortly after the passing away of the Prophet, and a Bfoham- 
modau ktugdom ^ iu Northern India oame into being towards the end of the ISth 
eentaiy. Even this did not moan either a complete or a final sahjugation of India. 
And there is another thii^ to be noted. Hindu power fell not because its resistaoce 
was weak aad its opposition timid, but because it did not possess sufficient oompact- 
aess, and its bravery s^ heroism in the field was not backed by adequate tact 
strategy aad discipline ia diplomacy, planning and preparation. 

The oaatories of the meihaeval age in India were marked by a oonepicuous lack of 
politioil unity and solidarity. But they were by no means unimportant and barren. 
It was not u **dark’* Age. In the Qupta period and in the oentories before and after 
marvaUona pmess of sooi i, oultural and religious recoostruotion was going apace. 
Tbs old yMlio scheme of social economy (involving as it did the four Varnas or 
**oastaa” aad the four Ashranu or 'Stages*’ of live) was being transformed through a 
prooesa of adaptation, assimilation and multiplication -.which made society more 







irolBB OK ADUlt ftSKOT U 

Bot whilst iUt was tm for MMtiMkoovId Ml be tm for aUtio^ Ear poUttos 
at toll baiaB to tall oa her o o na t i t attoo, Wa da aol| hawom, proposa to ooatiiiM tha 
alary throoah tha MahaBaBodan aad BritU pariada. lha history of those aariadi is 
iMta aalltoa and doBaHa ia foateas, aad thasa ar^ MmUy, wsll-kaowa. Oaa spaotol 
lOstera, whioh is not always otoariy raoogaissd aad to whioh wa should like to draw 
attaatkia ia this, from the twelfth oeatary right ap to the eighteeathi or evaa for 
soma time later, the Hinda power of rtrival and regeneratioa. of initiatioa aad eaeoa- 
tioa, was aerer like dead or eeea dyipg« lodepaodeat aad oftea powerful kiagdoam 
like l^ayaaagar in the Booth, those of Aa^ BhiToji and the Peshwas in the west (wa 
do not mention some others e. g. those in Bengal) wonld« now aad then, proodly Bit their 
heada aad ohaliange the anthonW oft he grei^oalem emperors. Under that aatiiafflly. 
too, theia flonriahed many groat Bindn admiaiatratora, Ministers, govemoii, genamils aad 
finaneiers. In short, during tho Mohammedan era the Hiado genins waa notat its beat 
hot it waa not quite deoddent 

Tbi MoHAimauAN Bvli 

The Mohammedan oonquerors, again, from Mahomed Ohori who wrested the soeptro 
of the kingdom of Delhi from Prithriraj after a first unsaocesefnl attempt, came to 
India as foreigners but they did not'renudn here as foretaers. India was the toad 
of their adoption. Raids like those by Ohengis Khan or Nadir Shah wera raia and 
they did not represent the normal courts of erenta. India suffered, and aometimea 
hadly, no nonbC from the effects of the oonqaeriDc ardour and proaelytiting seal of 
aomo of the Mohammedan mien. But the great Jli^hnls were as muoh ^ohihlran of 
the Boir* as the humblest of the Hindu ^heathens’*. And this sharing together hy 
the Hindna and Musaalmans of a common *^hearth and home" nataraiiy tanden 
to breed a oonaoiousness of community of intereata in both u India's ofli^ring. 
There was a steady assimilation of the semitio and Indo-Aryan onltnrea also 
and eren a growing understandiim and appreoUtion of one religion by the other. 
The relirioDs touched and eren blended with each other at their highest points— 
e. g. in Bufism and Vedantio mystioiem. They also met and erolTad a oroad oommon 
'%hrine" to which folk beliefs, praotioes and institutions would bring their united 
homage. Even a oommon dialeot (Urdu or Hindusthani) waa etolred b^ween &tbe two 
in Northern India whioh gradually blossomed into a fine literature. The patronim 
extended by the Mohammedan emperors to Mnsio, Arohiteoture ete. was also faithful 
of very fine results. India’s wealth attracted the trade and Soommeroe of the whole 
oiriliaed world. In fact, America or the West Indies was disoorered in an attempt 
to disoorer an western route to the Indian market British, French, Dutch and 
Portuguese traders all came and scrambled for market and eventually, for politioal 
power in India. It is also worthy of note that even under the sway of such master- 
ful monarohs as Sher Shah, Akbar or Aurangseb, the government of the country was 
in the main, deoentralised, allowing provincial and local antonomy—down to the 
autonomy of the village units— to adequately fonotion. Even petty Iom ohiefs— like 
the feudal lords of the mediaeval Weat— never unlearnt the are of fighting aad 
governing. So it was always possible for a man of ambition and ability, like Shifiui 
for example, to evolye sanotiona whereby he cold implement his high politieal aspira- 
tions. It was the very large measure of local antonomy and local initiative that existed 
that rendered possible the rise of the Marhatta and Sikh Powers and also of tiie IdM- 
doma of Hyaer Ali and the Nisam in the eouth. And British Power in India In (to 
rise to paramonntoy found its most formidable riyala or powerful alllee in them. 

In lo99, daring the reign of Queen Elisabeth, some merohants of London formed 
an aaaooiation for the purpose of trade with India, and this aaaooiation waa granted a 
royal oharter of incorporation. At first this Company was purely a trading oonoom 
establlabing faotoriea in the east and west ooaata of Inaia and in Bengal and admiiiia- 
teriM its affrira in the three **preBidenoieB" which were at first in&pendent of tho 
another bat eubordinate to the Board of* Direotora at home. In ooniie of tisse, 
howeyer, ohiefiy with a yiew to preeerviim aad oonaolidating jits growing and 
eztensiye trade in India, in the face of toe Frenoh riyalry ana intrigue and the 
preyailing politioal anarchy and unrest in the tond, it established military garrison 
of defenoe whioh soon became inyoWed in hoatilitiea that aiddtod it with territorial 
responaibUitieB. It fought some deoisiye battles in Madras and in Bengal, whioh 
raised a tradiog oompany to the statos of a politioal Power in India. Ftenra intrigM 
fOfied and French rivalry praotioaBy died down in India. One of the moat deoliSye 
batffe fought was tiie battle of PtoaMy ia 1717. The battle was won with the aid of 
fritfaful natiye battidioiia, and with the aottve or peaalyo snppmrt of the 
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genmlt nd noUemeii of tho vnfortmiate yoan; Nawab of Beitfal. It is worthy 
of note that the path of British sapromsoy in India, and often, its inilaeaoe and 
prestige abroad, has been pared, amongst other things, with the oonsent, alliance and 
willing oo-operation of the Natires of India. It was so even dnriim the oritioal 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred years after the battle ox Plassey. It 
was again so during the ^'ordeal'* of the last Great War. The maohinery of 
a^mstration by the East India Company was from time to time modified 
by acts of Parliament (1773, 1784 : and the Charter Acts of 1793 and 1838). 
By these a ^remor-Oeneral-in-dounoil was made the snpreme administrati?e 
authority in India suufeot to a Board of Control at home. By the last Act, the Com- 
pany oeas^ to be a commeroial oonoorn and became a politioal and administratire 
Dody only. After the Sepoy Muti^ another Act was passed by which the OoTomment 
of India was transfered from the (Jompany to the Crown, and henceforth, the Qov- 
emor-Oeneral was also the Viceroy of India. The functions of the Government of 
India are wide and its responsibilities heavy. But its responsibilities are to the Crown 
and the Parliament. It has not rested on an elective popular basis. There have been 
legislative bodies, but its motions, resolutions and votes have not, except as regards 
certain matters of secondary importance under the Act of 1919, a binding effect on 
the Government 

India's contributions and sacrifices in the Great War were great, but the ^‘reward*' 
that came in the shape of the Parliamentary Declaration promising her a '^a progressive 
realisation of responsible government", the stages and times of which were to be 
determined by the Parliament alone, was not conforming to her nationalist aspirations. 
And the Government of India Act of 1919, which is still in actual function though it 
has been, apparently, broadened and amplified in some directions by a recent Parlia- 
mentary Statute, did not meet the wishes or expectations of India. By the Act 
dyarohy or a kind of dual responsibility was established in the provinces, where the 
^^nation-building" subjects were ^'transferred" to Ministers (not responsible however 
to the legislatures), whilst the more important subjects were ^‘reserved". In practice the 
transference of certain subjects to Ministers (who were appointed by, held office under 
the pleasure ofi and were responsible to, the Governor) meant > little more than a 
complication of the administrative machinery which became, in consequence, more cum- 
brous and expensive. The Central Government continued to remain unitary under the 
scheme. The legislative bodies, both provincial and central, were expanded with non-offi- 
oial majorities, out this placed little power, for construction or even for obstruction, in 
the hands of the popular parties. Whilst the liberals proceeded to work the scheme, the 
main body of nationalist forces, as represented by the Indian National Congress, 
would not first even look at it. But some time later, under the guidance of Mr C. B. 
Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru, a Bwaraj Party, analogous to the present Congress 
Parliamentary Party, was formed which entered the legislatures, both provincial and 
central, in tdling numbers and by its obstructionist tactics caused not a little emba- 
rraaament to those entrusted with the work of day to day administration. In some 
provinces it was even able to ^^wreck" dyarchy for a time. Generally, however, 
the system has worked, though not satisfactorily even according to official apprecia- 
tion. We need not in particular refer to the unwelcome labours of the kil-White 
Statutory Simon Commission, to which even the habitually co-operating liberals refused 
to land their co-operation. Meanwhile tho Congress ideology was becoming bolder 
day by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution setting as the goal M India 
complete independence or Puma Swaraj. A campaign of civil disobedience followed 
to create *^notions under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
really at the helm of Oogress affairs since the early twenties. The Round Table idea 
was broaohed rather too late ; but Mahatma Gandhi, after concluding what is known 
as the Gandhi-irwin Pact, joined the Conference subsequently. The result of the 
deliberations of that body fell short of the Congress demand. And &e Congress 
•gala withdrew its offer of co-operation. 
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The year 193G ended with Indian Nationalism as represeated by 
the liidiiiii National Congress renewing the fight againat the Imperia- 
lism that held it captive under new conditions. The 
Oovcriiment of India Act of 1935 has been imposed 
upon a sullen people. The demoralisation seemed com- 
plete, evideiic^ by the failure of the GIvil Disobe- 
dience Movement started in 1932 that had rocked the life of the 
people and of the Government, and unsettled many habits of tftmught 
and conduct. The Act bristled with all the salqpiardf that the 
ingenuity of human wit could devise ; and the ruling daaaes of 
Britain felt that for at least a few decades to come they had so pro- 
vided things that Indian men and women could be allowed to fimction 
within the frame-work of the new constitution with the steel-frame of 
the British bureaucracy intact, encased with the cement and lime, the 
brick and mortar of a imw brand of constitutionalism upholding liie 
structure of Anglo-Indian relations. 

The facade was impressive. The electorate had been allowed to 
jump from seven millions to thirty six to thirty-seven millions^ women 
for the first time participating ; a Ministry of elected 
members, mostly if not exclusively Indian, responsible 
to an elected legislature, would hold charge of most of 
the activities of Ooveroment that touched the life of 
the average man and woman in his or her daily avocations and 
anxieties ; it would be able to expand and extend the social services 
that the necessities of a foreign rule had kept starved ; it would be 
able to bring health and education to the primary units of this continent 
of 7,00,000 villa'ies ; it would or could rescue the peasant from the 
clutches of the Malta jan, the Sahukar, and set him on his foot and 
start him on a new life of hope and equalised opportunity ; it would 
or could humanize the conditions of the life of the industrial worker 
whom mechaniz 'd industrialism, its statist^ and academic formulie, 
had been used to characterize as **hands’’ ; it would toach the police- 
men to behave as the servants of the people, because ‘‘law and order” 
would bo ill charge of a minister answerable to the legislature and 
ultimately answerable to the sovereign people. But when one stepped 
a little inside this structure he found that over wide areas of legisla- 
tive and executive power and practice, the writ of the Ministry would 
not run ; that safeguards, sp cial responsibilities, discretion, and indi- 
vidual judgment of irresponsibile authority stood guard over these. 
All these the people were assured were set up there^ to help over the 
stile of transition, to train the people to an appreciation of their place 
ill the sclieme of Britain’s imperial economy, and to train them to a 
sen-e of responsibility in a world where the rule of the people for 
the people by the people were in danger of attack from dictatorships 
4 
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of the ond left The obeenrer end fhe Indian observer at that 
found DO oonsolation at this imp^l conoero. Ilie orieinai injnsiioe 
of the anangement rankled in hearts that had lost and Aat 
thonght it an insult that a constitution for their country should bo 
framed by men who by no standard of equity and justice could be 
aoeepted as* competent to decide the pace of Incua’s journey to 
autonomy in Government Against this loss of faith the mlim autho- 
rity has always protested ; the ^ suggestion of insult and a&ont has 
always been deoM ; the suspicion of bad faith was repudiated as 
causeless. Many of thebe contentions may be conceded, for it was no 
part of the English technique • of government to often fnssiiy or 
roughly assert the claims of prestige. 

One of the best of these technicians. Sir John Anderson, the 
Governor of Bengal, in his last speech as Chancellor of the tlniversity 

„ . of Calcutta sought to assuage feelings by drawing 

attention to a contrast between the old and the newt 
between die old leadership that the British bureaucracy 
bad supplied and the new leadership that the people 
will have to throw up from among themselves, aud the conditions t^t 
had favoured or will favour that contrast. For more than a century 
and. a. half extraneous and outside influences have sometimes inspir^ 
sometimea restrained, sometimes provoked leaders among* the people 
to act as enthusiastic propagators, or interpreters or eastern adaptors 
of Western ideu. or as ardent reformers chafing at the slow progress 
of change, or as rebels against the conception of external authority in 
any form\ This external or extraneous influence that bad been 
the stimulus or focus of contention or interest was under the new 
ceostitutional changes going to be withdrawn, and the people must 
from on now fend for themselves. And though the words seemed to 
be stating a historical feet, tendency, aud development, there was in 
them a hint of ehatlenge to the people. 

“No doubt there will bo a tondeacy to keup the stimulus alive, to search and 
BorutiBJse the activities of future gpverixmoaits, for some traco of the hidden hand of 
external authority ; but sucli tendencies wUt not briuj; any nearer to solution the 
problems of health, education aud economic well-being for which a remedy will be 
demanded by the |>eople from the governments re.sponsiblo to thcmselvos. The things 
ibat matter are ao loDgor to be had from a third partv as a boon to bo songht or a 
coDoesskm to be wrested ; they aro to be devised and* constructed by those among 
the people who aspire to leadership. The days of leadership against something are 
passing and the col) will be for leadership to something.” 

The men of vision and insight among the people understood and 
accepted thfe implied challen«^e and invitation to test the opportunities 
ofiered to Indian talent to build up the new India on 
foundations broad-based on the feelings, the interests 
and the understanding of the people. As representative 
of the self-respect of the nation the All-India National 
Convention declared its irreconcilable conflict with *'extenial authority” : 

“Til® Convention dec lares tliat the Indian people do not recognise the right of 
any external authority to dictate the political and economic structure of India 

And as representative of the constructive genius of Indian 
Nationalism Mahatma Oandbi saidt *'The real need of India is 
to be free to assume the reaponaibility of its own government*’. 
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Bjr MVticipitioQ ia the eteeCbni for the PTevbieiil Aiiembliei, the 
Ibub NiMkionai CoDsmi osme fmmd to test the ponilnliliee 
nid to haee been secured to the people by the Govenraient of Indie Aet 
^ 193& by assumiiiK responsibility for Ihe covormnent of the country. 
By its Eleetion Manifesto adopted at the moetins of the All-Itidia CSon- 
greis Committee and sanctiooed by it on the 22ad August 1936, it was 
made clear that the purpose of sending Congressmen to die legislatuiea 
was to <»mbat it and seek to end i^; to resist the attempt of Britiab 
Imperialism to consolidate its position in the country by securing the 
more intimaie co-operation of the ^stake-holders" in Indian society If 
intercept the tendency of the *^Communal" Award" and other fisnparouf 
arrangements to 'work their whole evil in disintegrating unitec 
efforts for national freedom. 

The logic of these declarations and purposes would lead Congress 
men to accept ministerial respousltrility under the hated Act with 

I » a view to keep out m^n of other ideas and swearing 

• other ideologies from the seats of the mighty. At 

TfampM the Faispur session of the Congress held in the last 
week of last year tiie recognition of this logic was 
postponed. The tactics underlying this policy has exercised the mind 
of observers of Indian political trends and tendencies. The plainest 
of interpretations ‘suggested has been that a minority in the Congress who 
looked to Psndit Jswabarlal Kehm as leader of their thoughts and ideo- 
logies were for a flat refusal of office ; for this was and conld be the 
only logical conclusion of the Congress Election Manifesto. The csonstitn- 
tion that stood rejected, that was to be combated and put an end to. 
could be done none of these things by accquiesoing in its vetoes and 
its many named and unnamed limitations A British publidsti Mr. 
Brailsford. put the origin and processes of this constitution in words 
that could not be bettered. 

'*From first to last Indtaa self-respect had been ignored by the Imperial Power. 
It prepared the mind oi India to receive this constitution by two years of brutal 
coercion. It wonld discuss it only with hand-picked delegates ol its own ohoosing. 
It Insisted with its ewu Draft after the Moderates themselves had rejeoted it?' 

^The constitution, was imposed on a nation that rejects it. Ds sanction is merely 
oar tanks and our boariiiog planes. Nothing is changed in a . roJationahip that reata 
upon conquest”. 

The majority in the Indian National Congress while feeling aft 
these, and more iotenselyi maintained that if the constkution be a sham 

. - the best way to show it up was by an attempt to work 

bv MsfaSS" ^ section of these acted under the impulse of Ihe 

Debacle un^keu thoughts that with all its defects the cons i- 
tution could be worked to yield certain argent improve- 
ment in the conditions of the naterial existence of the people that 
could no longer be delayed wBthout permanent iniury to the interests of 
the future geoeratious. The eonflict of these ideas ^rendered the tactics 
of the Indiau National Congress daring the election fight lacking in 
the dire<dness that characterized the speeches of Pandit JawbarU 
Neiim as he flew and ran against time and apace from one end of 
the cosntry to the other. 

Thus when the battle for .'votes joined, the Indian National Con- 
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RKM sought the sufinges of the people on the programme that repii- 
dialed the comj^tence of ’‘external aiithorily" to mould 
i^Thiri^al direct India’s political evolution ; the “fundamental 

Flulii problem of poverty ard unemployment’* ; the basic 
demands implied in the "'Fundamental Bights Resolution” 
passed at the Karachi Congress (1931) and the Agrarian Programme 
accepted at the Lucknow Congress (April, 1936) were all incorporated 
in the Congress Election Manifesto. January, 1937 saw the mass mind 
of India stirred out of its pathetic contentment by the alarms and 
esoorsions of this great electoral fight. Facing the Congress Party 
stood varied interests, communal and class, that read in the emergence 
of the Congress Party strong with faith* and with strength tested by 
years of fight with the bureaucracy, a threat and a danger to their 
own safety ; and th^ organized themselves under impromptu names and 
frith mdica] programmes to canalise the rising temper and organised 
feding of the country. The landlords in certain provinces and other 
**stdEe-holders” took the initiative in tl^esc activities. The National 
AjB;rioulioij8t Party in the United Provinces, the Unionist and the 
Umtad Parties in the Punjab, the Sindh Unionists and the United 
Party in Sindh, the Justice and the People’s Parties in Madras may 
be Zfigaided as representative of these efforts at organisation. One 
oortoiia fact in this connection may be mentioned. In Bengal no 
landlmd party as such emerged into public view, though individually 
many Zamiediun rtood on behalf of the Congress, the Muslim League 
and the Proja Parties. 

Of these, the Justice Party in Madras founded by Dr. T. M. 
Nair and Thyaganja Chetty had worked the Montagu constitutiou 
, and consolidated its position in the inlerrsls of a section 

hi Madra^ of the people. The party is an out-growth of the non- 
Brahmin movement in Madras which fia^hed out of the 
irritation and resentment against Bi'ahnnn supremacy,, 
and of their monopoly of the professions and services. The leaders 
of the party, the majority of them, belonged to the hereditary landed 
aristocracy of the province, aristocracy not of birth but of wealth. 
Twenty years back when the party was inaugurated it loaned on the 
British bureaucracy and opposed the extension of responsible Govern- 
ment to the country ; it was against the popular movement as and 
because it was led by the Brahmins ; it feared that political ]>ower 
would naturally glide into the hands of the Bralimins, helping to 
further strengthen their position. The noii-co-opcration of the Con- 
gress with the Montagu constitution afforded the Justice party 0 |)por- 
tunity to capture the whip-hand of the administration. It was hoped 
and expected that the exercise of this power would wean away the 
party from flirtation with the British bureaucracy in whose hands 
were securely placed reins of power and patronage ; it was believed 
that they would awaken to an appreciation of the fact that the real 
interests of the country lay in working out a reconciliation between 
t’le warring interests. We cannot say that that hope and that expec- 
tation have been fulfilled. 

In Maharastra the Democratic Swaraj Party came forward to oppose 
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the CoDgtees. It Is an irony of polidos that this party aaeodated 

with the name of Lokamanya Balawantrao Tilak should 
Democratic have found itself ranged against the Congress. On the 
Swmj Parly eve of the special Congress at Calcutta which sanctioned 
and ratified the Non-co-operation Movement in 1920^ 
Lo^manya left the field of his mundane aedyities, leaving his policy 
of responsive co*operation’^ as a legacy to his countrymen. His 

followers built on this theory the policy of working the Montagu 

constitudon for all that it was its worth. And though they bowed to the 
drasion of the special Congress, they could not put their heart in the 
Non-co'operation movement. And when Desbandhu Chittaranjan Das 
and Pandit Matilal Nehru organised the Swaraj Party with its pro- 
gramme of council entry with a view to fight the Government with 
inetriimeuts forged on the constitutional anvil, the members of the Demo- 
cratic Swaraj Party threw its whole weight on its side. The Swaraj Party 
did not or could not accept and work out to the logical consummation of 
their policy.—acceptanco of Ministry and capture of the seat of 
power. Public opinion was not prepared to tolerate this open repu- 
diation of one of the basic principles and policies of the Non-co- 
operation programme. 'Fhe Mahratta Nationalists were prepared to 
bide their time and work for the day when the Ministry will be accepted 
by and on behalf of the Congress. The decision of the Congress to enter 
the councils, enlarged by the Government of India Act of 1936, on its 
own account and not by proiy as in the case of the Swaraj Party was 
hailed by the Mahratta Nationalists as a long delayed return of the 
prodigal of political India to sanity and to the path of realistic politics 
But the silence and indecision of the Congress with regard to 
acceptonce of office in the Provincial Assemblies where it commanded 
a decisive maiority seems to have been the main reason why the 
Dem^ratic Swaraj Party formed itself ranged against the Congress in 
the election fight. The interpretation that tries to explain this difference 
between fellow-workers as due to any ideological or social conflict is 
no more than a facile refusal to face history aud understand the 
forces that align political groupings. 


® twenty years only as a distinct 

entity, ana even in its youth, as years count, it has been showing signs 
of old age. In its ranks are to be found some of the 
most outstanding men of India, men not all ripe of 
years as of experience ; the days of its powers are 
... l?onc, if there could be any power in the sense in 

Which It u 'generally understood, tolerated in a country subject to 
alien domination ; the days of its influence cither in thought or in 
^o^ct IS unfelt and unappreciated in India to-day. When the 
Monta^-Chelmsford Beport on constitutional changes was presented to 
ttelndiM public there was no Liberal Party in the country. The 
fooiM Nation^ Congress held the allegiance of the educated communi- 
n^ho differed little in political principles and activities ; an Anglo- 
“«5®P5P2:. described the unity the “Moderate" and 

we DomD-tti^eri^--g oexus fan through all the expressions of political 
“content and resentment It was the Montagu-Chelmsford Beport 
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fhat divided the country on id6oIofl:ieaI lines. A special session of the 
Indian National Congress was held in Bombay in 1918 with Sayyid 
HaMn Imam of Bihar as president to discuss this Beport and pass opinion 
on it, and lay dowp lines of policy to advance Indian political interest 
in the circumstances of the day when the adversity of the last great 
war seethed to have made the rnling authorities in all countries 
Bus^tible to appeals made on bahalf of the self-determination of 
nations and all the idealisms that upheld the human spirit to live 
through that crisis of human history. The Congress dcclar d that the 
Montagu^ constitution ‘‘was inadequate unsatisfactory.'and disappointing” ; 
the implication to the majority being that it was unacceptable. The 
question whether with all its defects and drawbacks it should be 
worked was left hanging. ' The mood was one of denunciation best 
expressed in the wo^s of Mrs. Annie Besaht that the constitutional 
changes proposed by the Secretary of State for India. Mr. Samuel 
Montagu and Governor General Liord Chelmsford, were ‘‘ungenerous for 
England to offer and unworthy for India to accept” This attitude 
was unacceptable to the “elders” of the Congress, elders most of 
them in years, some of them in servico rendered to the cause. Of 
them the most prominent were Sureiidra Nath Banerjee, Dinshaw 
Edulji Wachha, Bhupendra Nath Bose. Most of them had during 
interviews with Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford promised 
support to the scheme which was being built up in the inner circle 
of the British bureaucracy, helped by the Round Table Organis- 
ation of British imperialists. ^As soon as the Beport appear^ 
these leaders hastened to give a “lead* to the peopIe*--*the le^ bebg 
a call for the acceptance of the scheme of Diarchy. The signatories to the 
“Memorandum of the 19” submitted to Lord Chelmsfora by 19 mem- 
bers of the Imperial Legislative Council, with two or three honourable 
exceptions, lined themselves up behind the Montagn-Chelmsford Beport, 
forgetful of the principles and policies that they had supported iii that 
Memorandum. Theso developments were followed naturally by 
the emergence of (he Liberal Party in India with a separate 
party organisation— -the National Liberal Federation of India. The 
members of this party except in Madras supplied the principal 
Ministers to the major provincial governments under the Montagu 
dispensation. And when the call came to them to jusUfy their politi- 
cal principles, they traced the descent of these to mid-19th century 
Liberalism as it had evolved in Britain and die West, and as it had 
spread^^to India with British methods of administration and enlighten- 
ment. Individualism, the right of individual to the fullest development 
of his personality in personal life, laissez-faire in economic life, and 
the redaction of the State to “ovanescene”— these were the credos of 
that time. As long as industrialism was able to swell ^ wealth and ex- 
pand empires there was none to question the validity and tmtii of 
this philosophy dther in the West or in the East. 

But as and when this souroe of plenty seemed to dry'iqi, tt iriled 
he SodsI to inflaenoe the thought or advanee the ialerests of 
P h P — uy liige body of people. Doubts and iMitntioiis 
appeared to assail men and wmnen who mouU soc i a l w m its and 



--atm *37] INDU IM HOME POLITY ft 

piaetices. This disiHnaioninent is respomiUe for the deoadanoe of Liber^ 
idism all the world over. Indi^aaliain and ^ausex^/aire are to-day 
Bt^naticed as anarchy ; and more rleid dteoipline^ and control 
over these are said to be the need of the hour. It is these deve* 
lopments in the region of intellect and of material life that have 
disrnpted the foundations ' on whidi laberalism was reared. It b 
difficult to say whether the Idberal Party in Indb has weakened as a 
result of such a re-orientation in* our country. As a political party it 
refused to be compressed into the new mould of national oiganisatioo 
that has emerged since Mahatma Gandhi stepped into the leadership 
of the country. Thev stand to-day amid the evolving life of Indb 
as witnesses to the traditions that built up the Indian National 
Congress — traditions that have to-day touched deeper spring of lift and 
inteMsts. The Liberal Party in India have thus retired from active 
participation in activities that are remaking India : and they are con- 
tent to act as monitors in our political life, it we are to trust to the 
words of the most eminent of the thought-leaders among them, the Rt 
Hon. y. S. Srinivasa Sastri : 

may be that the days of oar power are gone bat the days of our Isfluenoe 

2 no means are gone. Wo are not without power of warni^ against danger, of 
vising in dUBoufties and of pointing out the way to safety. These things we can do 
always ; and ;iow that we are totally free of ail temptations to consult the polling 
booth, now that we oan look facta in the faoe, we can, more than any other person 
b the politioal life of India, speak the truth, as we see it without fear.’* 

It is thb feeling more than any other that was responsible for the 
liberal Party as a party deliberately keefdng themselves aloof from 
die bat electoral fight 

In Bengal **Communal Award’’ stood in the way of all chances of 
otganbiog coherent political purties. Communal alignment were easy 
p to arrange, and thb dtort-cut to political power itfoided 

ffiiiiiil opportunities to political opportunists to exploit nil the 
methods of detaim delusioD for mblcading an innocent 
electorate. Beligiou in danger was a handy ory to 
rabe : the revival of ’^Muslim Raj” after wandering in the wildemaes 
for near about a century and a half was a prospect that appealed to 
the m<^t inflammabb sentimeuto of the community. The Muelim 
eleotoralc was approached by three groups-*th6 Muriim League, the 
Kriahak Proja (Peasant-Tenant) Party, and an unattached group of 
Independents. The Muslim League appealed on a programme of 
regeoeratlou that talked of the ^'entire regeneratioa of seventy mUlfam 
Musliitti,” the foundation of the now structure being the spsdal 
privilege and task of “the educated ebsees, Hthe «^plliiHsts 
and landholders”. The Erishak-Pkeja Party came out with a fnli- 
Uooded radical programme of econonm recoostmetion of the psovioos 
dossiiiated by the Penaaocot Settbmant of land fovenne ; it demudid 
the aboBtioii of the Zaminders who a# intermedbiies, at "lannees” of 
vmmie, hid gained most from thb amegemsot assoslatsd with tbs 
muM of Losd Oomwallb ; it did prof&m lip ssrrioe to nssasiiiis tor 
tte removal of political dbocoteiito in tbs piofino^ such ns tho saiewo 
dstenoeSto iat om ea s and laditfcd jprisoMSS* mi MM tho 

Znmiiidsry qrstsm ainMlrd to 0 spseU to ths pessarttiy esgsi 
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of whom were Muslims, the majority of Zamindara^beine: Hitidns. When 
these two facts are placed side by side, the class-conscious programme 
of the Party could easily with a little manipulation be transformed 
into a communally conscious vendetta. The ^'Communal Award'' did 
leave no chance to men who by inclination and training had tran- 
scended the prejudices and antipathies of caste and creed to stand before 
the electorate seeking its suffrage on principles and policies other tiian 
communal ; no '*Jocal option" was allowed. Muslim Nationalists whose 
Nationalism was beyond cavil and beyond doubt had to append 
their names to programmes many of the items of which were 
repellent to their convictions, and antagonistic to the traditions 
of public life to which they had sworn allegiance, and for which they 
had suffered and sacrificed. The majority of the Muslim candidates 
belonged^ to what in modern political parlance would be called the 
"bourgeoisie"; and the fortunes of the electoral contest turned more on 
personal considerations than on political principles and policies, except 
ill one or two constituencies where Zamindors and tenants clashed, the 
most outstanding example of it being the fight between Khawjah Sir 
Nazimuddin, leader of the Muslim Laague in Bengal and Moulavi 
Fazlul Huq, leader of the Krishak-Proja Party. 


In the Punjab the Unionist Party, though predominantly Muslim, 
was something of a "Country Party" pitted against the "Town" — the 
rural magnates and ‘stake-holders" pitted against the 
Pttidlb professional men, the products of modern education and 

^ industrialism. The predominance of the Muslim elec- 

torate was secure and the Moslem intelligentsia were a 


wide awake and compact group, so that appeals to Muslim eeparatism 
were felt to be unnecessary and were not raised as loudly as in Bengal. 
Thus a programme of economio ideology contrasting with that of 
another had chance of a trial of strength in the Punjab. But this is a 


transitory phase in the development, and the interpretation seems to 
be right which suggested that parties like the Unionist and United 
parties in the Punjab were only a "conveiiioiit device to meet the 
united force of rising nationalisin in dofemm of the new Act which 
eftectively protects tlieir own vested interests as well as the interests 
of Imperislism". 


The " Communal Award " of the British Government has 
given legislative sanction to the claims for "separate consideration" 
that have been stressed by leaders of Muslim society for 
almost the last hundred years. In suceossive volumes of 
^ the "Indian Annual Register" — the two volumes dealing 
with affairs in 1936 — ^attempts have been made to under- 
stand and explain Che genesis of this separatist tendency that by the 
Government of India Act of 193.^i has stereotyped the. "organised segre- 
gration" of people in India in tlte name of religion. Religion has 
been given a^oCe vaine” at a time when two contradictory trends 
have appealed in social life In India* 

**On the one hand is the hamiag intensification of loyalties among the religioni 


reUgioa". 
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Even fordfjrD observers have been sirack by the devdopmeDt iiidi* 
rated by the words quoted above. And the intensification of oommonal 
feellufr has touched every department of life, potsonina social 

relation? among the component communities of India, In the region 
of politics, the All-India Muslim League and the All-India 
Muslim Conference have been thrown out ae representing Muslim 
feeling and protecting and advancing Muslim interests. In &e termi- 
iiinology of modern politics the distinction between the two organisa- 
tions may be that between Left and Bight. The Muslim Le^e is 
representative of the English educated Muslim middle class ; while 
the All-India Muslim Conference represents the conservative element* 
Both swear by the ‘'separate^' interest of their community in the 

country, separate in religion, social life, and political interests. 

These ‘ separate" interests are to be advanced by “separate oonsidsri- 
tion" to be accorded for their protection and advancement. Since &e 
community ceased to supply rulers to the country, it has been nursing 
this feeling, and the British Oovernmont have not been able to do 
anything to restore balance to it!; on occasions short-sighted adminis- 
trators have thought it necessary to encourage the Muslim section of 
the population to nurse this separate conceit as a “native counterpoise 
to Hindu interests", as a drag on the too forward Hindu community 
that had taken the lead in developing those forces that wrest 

political power from unwilling hands. 


And, as the British have been showing signs of retreating from the 
outward exercise of State power in India, ambitions and aspirations 
„ lying in the sub-conscious region of community life have 

its struggled to public view each with their claims to a 

Evolution separate partnership in the division of the spoils. The 

theoretic rulership of India or parts of it had lain in Mus- 
lim hands when the British erupted into the country ; it was from a 
Mughal Emperor at Delhi that Clive got the Dewany of Bonsai, 
Behar and Orissa. So it was natural for dreamers in the Musliin 
con)munity-~aiid every commiiiiity has its dreamers thinking more of 
ancient glories than of present duties, dreaming of restoring ancient 
privileges and powers— *to think that ‘*thc heritage" of the British 
in India should fall naturally into hands from which it had slipped in 
“alienee of mind". Muslim leadership supported -and strengthened 
their claims to it by broadcasting their special position as the “gate- 
keeperi' of India, as * members of an in visi ble empire that stretched 
from the Punjab to the Atlantic. The emsorvatives among Indian 
Muslims may We feelings that they were ‘ gnests" in India who had 
outstayed their welcome. But that feeling was not nor could it be 
more than a passing fancy. The demoralisation following the failure 
of what British historians call the “Sepoy Mutiny" did not take long 
to be riirown out. Proof of which is illustrated in the life and work 
^ the generation of Muslim leaders of whom Sir Sayyid Ahmmad of 
^igarh was the most representative figure. When the Indian National 
Congress started on its career, and men of 'insight and farsight both 
ammsg tim mlm and the rnled saw in the first stirrioM of life gener- 
ated by it, ‘promises of developments that wonld help India to leanme 
5 
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ttoto henell the powen of the State from alien haods* Sir Sayyid 
Ahminad haateo^ to put in claims on behalf of his section of the 
Maalim Commanitsr-— claims that!ar8 reminiscent of Maslim rale in'India. 
In course of a spe^h delivered at a meeting; of his co-relig;ioni8ts at 
tfie Kaisar Bash at Lucknow in 1888 he uttem words that had a pro- 
idietic significance : 

the Mohammedans are those who ruled India for six or seven hundred years. 
From oar hands the government was taken by the English, la the Indian Govern- 
ment so foolish as to suppose that in seventy years wo have forgotten all our 
graadenr and all our Empire ?*' 

The government of the day under Lord Dufferin encouraged this 
conceit and this pretension ; as a publicist of those days said that 
** the key«aote of this estrangement (between Hindus and Muslims) 
was struck by no less a personage than the late Viceroy of India 
(Lord Dufferin A Replying to a farewell address presented by the 
SMahommedau Central National Association of Calcutta, his lordship 
said : 

“In any event, be assured, Gentlemen, that I highly value those marks of 
sympathy and approbation which you have beeu pleased to express in regard to the 
mneral adminia^ation of the country. Descended as you are from those who 
formerly ooouptM such a commanding position in India, you are exceptionally able 
to understand the responsibility attaching to those who rule.” 

The traditions built up by Sir Sayyid Ahmad influence, conduct, and 
t inspire thoughts and feelings even at the present day. The immediate 
. fellow-workers and followers of the founder of the 
Anglo-Oriental College occupied a dominant position and 
excised a dominant influence on the evolution of socio* 
political life, on the cultural renaissance of the Muslim 
commuoity even to the times of Lord Minto when the Minto-Morley 
constitution^ changes put a coping stone to the structure of Muslim 
separatism in the country. And one among the Muslim public men 
of those days, the late Nawab Moshin-ul-Mulk, Secretary of the Moham- 
medan ISducational Conference, laid the lines of policy and activity 
on which Muslim polity in India move by the inertia of centurics- 
old habits. The agitation started in Bengal against the partition 
scheme of Lord Curzon developed out of a specific grievance into 
demand for 'Swaraj^', and Anglo-Indian state-craft could not think of 
erecting better barrier against this onslaught than this recognition of 
the^apecial needs and interests of the Muslim community in India, not 
easily reconcilable or almost irreconcilable with the common interests 
of the cojuniry. The outcome of these developments was the All- 
India Muslim League which held its first session in 1906 at Dacca in 
Bengal» the greatest McTslim populated province iu India and the. 
deputation to Lord Minto headed by His Highness the Aga Ehan, 
a bomoMnd performance’’ the late Moulana Mohammed Ali called it, 
gave voice to eeparatist sentiments on behalf of the community. The 
moel modem-educated Muslim leaders came forward to give a lead to 
liiie developmeiit fraught with danger to the unity and integrity of 
Iiidia» Icirieal conseqnence of which was the setting up of social 
and poHtioal CfirfeMs in the heart of the oouutry that refused; 10 
lielp towarde the evolutiou of a •common nationality in India- As 
, SuMWiit of the AeuritMur session of Ihe All-India Muslim League, 
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Sftiryld AU Imam of Behar alooidated the raasooa why special oonsi- 
dention was claimed by and should be accorded to his community : 

“As a oommonity the Mohsmmedaas ooatribate largely to the defeaoe of the 
Sojiiire, and have also the weight of Baa-Ialaiiiic relatioD to enhanoe the valae of 
thev position in India**. 

That mind still works ; particularistic demands have become more 
strident and insistent. ^'Loyally and faithfully** to u«e the words of the 
, Muslim League Parliamentary Manifesto, “has the League 

been acting according to the original purposes and 

Mliioriiy fundamental prioctples of Muslim polity as they were 
registered in ljl06 and 1912**. The Lucknow Pact 1916, 
to quote the same manifesto, “was not the last word on the question 
of adjustment of political diderences between Hindus and^ Mussalmans*^ ; 
nor was it “even intended or could be so considered in the new cir- 
cumstances that arose and developed since then.’* The statement with 
which the Chairman of the All-India Muslim Conference, the Aga 
Khan, opened the meeting of the Executive . Board on the 16th Febru- 
ary, 1936, contained words th»t declared their “Indian ness**, and at 
the same time hat*ped on the fact of their being a minority — ^a mino- 
rity and at that, weak minority.** The President of the Khilafat 
Conference held in Calcutta on the 4th January, 1936, Nawab Habib- 
ulla of Dacca discussed the fundamental political objective of Indian 
Muslims, in course of which he said : 

“We have no use for a system of Imp^rium in tinparte. But equally we oanjaot 
allow the freedom and unity of India to mean in practice the political subjeotion, 
economic exploitation and cultural submersion of 80 millions Indian Massalmans who 
constitute what Sir Bijoy Gbaud Mahatab aptly Harms a comnianity imd s rMS 
within a race, a sub-nation within a snb-oontinent*. The political mdividaility 
of Indian Muslims must be recognised in any scheme of natiobsl self-government or 
Swaraj. 

lodiao statesmanship, Hindu and Muslim, has not been able to 
reconcile the inner contradiction :tbat lies in the heart of Indian 
r-k- < act j Muslim polity as expressed in the quotations given above 
y y™ from statements and speeches of leading Muriim public 
men. When Mr. Jinnah speaks of measures for Che 
protection of “the integrity of Islam** in India and 
another leading Muslim of “a self-governing India in the Political 
polity of which Islam must have a place as a free community of eul- 
Cure**, a conflict ensues between mediaeval and modern developments 
that can be resolved only by Muslim thought-leaders themselves ; any 
help offered by outsiders cannot have any chance of acceptance, am 
will be reject^ as impertinence. The mind that can work this mirade 
must respond to the call of the time spirit by submitting itself :to the 
disdiriioe that can seek for a revaluation of the Islamic values in the 
light of the modern day. And so long as such a mind has 
eniMged to take ehaige of the deedny of Ae oommnnity’e present and 
fotme, no polideal patch-work or pa^ can hope to be able to jm 
the Mnalinte id India to their full weight in the evolution of n 
oomposito nadoi^ in I^. Men like Sir Mohammed Iqbal who 
am^ as miii^s of a Muslim renaissance have to appeal to Mm 
post gioiiea of Islmi to pat eelf-reepeel nnd eelf-mofi&noe toto tbeir 
eonunanity. In the first flush of this nwakoning, for the realisation of 
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the true Sdf of the commaniiy a not-Self has to be in^ned or ereated 
from ont the experience of the past ; and the MnsUm community in 
India find it to their convenience to-day to imagine or recreate snch 
a not-Self in and from Uheir nelghbonriog commnni^ — the Hindas. 
As and when the awakening deepens, the understandina^nd the intel- 
lect, the mind and the reabon of the commnnity will be clarified, 
crndities ^nd morbidities, sentimentalities and fanaticism will fall off 
as leaves do 'when their use in the economy of the life of trees ends. 
The inner necessities of the society will decide the prolongation ef the 

K resent state of conflict Any hasty step taken either by Muslims or 
y Hindus or by both can but prolong it. This is the lesson of the 
last riiirty years of attempts at inter-communal understanding. This is 
the lesson of the unilateral repudiation of the Lucknow Pact by the 
leading members of the Muslim community. 

In this view of the matter of the adjustment of Hindu-Muslim 
interests, all programmes and projects that make such a brave show 
in Election Manifestoes cannot but be regarded as tem- 
** porary and a make-shift that Icannot have any greater 
significance than records of psychological changes that 
every competent part of the Indian nation is seek- 
ing slowly to work out. This process in the ultimate analysis will 
appear to be a problem of re-education, of a fight between the past and 
the present for throwing out the heritage of particularistic ambitions. 
The Hindus have anticipated by fifty years their neighbours in pre- 
paring themselves for modern life, and so the ideas and ideals for 
modern life ; and so the ideas and ideals that helped them to awaken 
to the needs of the present day are being repeated by the Muslims 
fifty years later. Only when the communities in India understand the 
inwardness of the developments that have evolved during the life 
time of the last two generations can they realise the truth if the popular 
adage--more haste lead to more waste. Individual idiosyncracies and 
conceits may give a twist to natural evolution, but ultimately it is the 
purpose of history that asserts itself and dominates life and conduct. 
And the purpose of Indian history has been sought by leaders of 
Indian thought in unity amid diversity both in the realm of the spirit 
and in social life* And the men and women who find themselves in 
the Indian environment, whom complex impulses have placed in the 
Indian scene cannot escape the responsibility and the obli^tion 
imposed on them by this high destiny. And because the politician 
peddling in the market-pl^e of affairs has no time to understand and 
evaluate - the significance of the workings of Indian history that he 
can think of no better ways for the reconciliation of interests than 
demands for separate electorates, weight^s and other devices boro 
of suspidon, fear and ambitions of particularistic predominance. Or 
it mif be; that these , internal conflicts are n necessary process in the 
the birth of a new nation in India— a process, unavoidable and ines- 
capable ; these eonfliots are nechssarr to strei^cthea the nerves of 
understanding of the men and women of India and to purify tiieir hearts. 
It is in. thb iuth Aal present geoeration must learn to woik amid 
many.hopelessness and mmy diaiwointments, aoeepliiig these as so 
many ^estcaes on the wsy« 
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So when Modim politioiaDB in their etelemente end tnaBifeitim 
make unexceptionable deelaralioiie of eultural and ainritual links 
Vi ^ Muslims of other countries being no bar to their 

plSr ?- ” , community ‘‘following considerably purely national pro- 
^ grammes of 8elt-governmeDt’\ and that common religion 
did not make Turkish rule tolmted and tolerable in 
the Arab countries, and that BLindus and Mudims in India, the VMt 
and overwhelming majority of them, were of the^ same blood, and mt 
those who came from outside have settled in India for many eenturiee, 
have “made India their home” and have %o home outside India *** 
these statements made by His Highness the Aga Khan aw wd^me 
as a recognition of historical facts the significance of which wmt to 
be soaked into the consciousness of his cornmnnit]^, and creating thm« 
in those sentiments and convictions that are the distinguishing mam 
of nationhood in every country. And it must also be feoofpiisedt 
however, that this recognition is fitful. One finds in the ABsaTi^Khudi 
(Secrets of the Self) of Sheik Mohammed Iqbal : 

“O Brahmin, thou art under the impression that Ood lies in the 
idols made of stone. 

But to me every particle of my country’s dust is Ood’". 

But the same poet, developed into a politician^ can broi^oast the 
Pakatan idea which would detach the Punjab from India for the 
formation of a purely Muslim country. He can sing of being heirs of 
Moses and Aaron” ; and he finds nothing to claim as heritage from the 
unrecorded past of India. There have been attempts at synthera 
between Hindu and Muslim ideologies in the centuries when, in the 
words of a Hindu writer apostrophising the Ganges, 

“the two streams of Semitic and Aryan culture mixed with each other in 
days when on thy banks, ruled the Moslem Kings of India, and l>oth the Hinans 
and the Mahommedans hare a common inheritance in the art and oirilisation toM 
grew up on the banks of the Jamnna, resonant with the minstrelsy of two world 
cnltnros.’* 

But these attempts have failed. The failure was in part respon- 
sible for the downfall of the Mughal emperorsy for the conquest of 
the country by the British. And even after nearly two centuries ot 
common subjection and humiliations, the communal conceits of the 
present day do not suggest any change for the better or brighter 
hopes for the future. 

The so-called “Communal Award” of the Government of Britain has 
twisted natural developments in India, and stands in the way of men 
and women in the country being able to think of common actioii in 
solving the many common problems of life. The problems of ignoraoos, 
dirt, dUraase and death, the sickness of body and of soul that materid 
poverty breeds*— these await solntion. A new senritiyenesss has mwn all 
the world over to these weaknesses in the body of humanity ; men 
who call themselves ''stake-holders*, from among them have emeigsd 
leaders of thought to denonoce existing conditions, and leaders of 
aetion to end the injustioes and inequalities of sodal aid eoooos^ 
life, and to boiU a new social life in whiA wiB be 

eqneHadI, prodnets of labour, inMIeotoal and pbyaieal, will be mosn 
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fQoitAbly distributedi and meo, women and children will be enabled 
to enjoy a fillip life. Men and women fmetcated in their hopes of 
decent conditions of^ life in this world had been led to dream of a 
better and happier life in the world after death, to indiftmrence. 
patience or resignation with things as they are ; they dare not or 
care not to strive for bettering these, grasp this sorry scheme of 
things, shatter it to bits and ‘*remoald it nearer to ^e hearts* desire" 
This indifierence, this patience are nt>t born native to them bat are 
the product of environment and of a culture 

*tbe resalt of a racial adjustment to a condition where overpopalation and eco- 
nomic pressure leave very little elbow room for people to move about, and is, in 

particular, a result of the family system Indifference is largely due to the lack of 

legal protection and constitutional guarantee for personal liberty/^ 

**There is a justification enough in a chaotic country for the popularity of a 
religion which declares the vanity of the world, and offers a refuge from the pains 
and vicissitudes of this earthly life.” 

These words of a Chinese writer fit in as a statement of Indian 
conditions of life as well. There are various other causes to explain 
the debacle in Indian life ; for the sake of clearness, 
to Reform t*t)wever, one may assign one or more than one cause 
for the resulting quality that meets us to-day. But 
there has been a change in the spirit of their dreams, 
specially since the end of the last great war. The world-wide econo- 
mic break-down precipitated by it, the stories of the reconstruction 
of life in Kussia that floated through the air to the homes of the 
poor and the frustrated, awakened them to the possibilities 
of a better life ; the political movement in India gained in momentum 
and widened in appeal lashed thereto by the Punjab atrocities culmi- 
nating in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Creeping Lado insult, 
and the Khilafat movement National self-respect and reli^ous seal 
combined to give a new form to the Indian movement for liberation. 
This combination by its inchoate appeal to the two strongest senti- 
ments of humanity — patriotism and religion*— made possible an endea- 
vour 00 the part of millions in India for freedom that was new to 
Indian history. The Non-co-operation movement through which this 
common endeavour expressed itself helped to create a mass awaken- 
ing that opened out visions of a fundamental change in the Indian 
social (Siructurr. Tbis^ awakening was not at ffrst **cla88 conscious" 
or “communal conscious". But the last fifteen years have worked 
towards both these developments, and thereby iotrodaoed oomplications 
and complexities in India's struggle for naional freedom. lu previous 
panupraphs, the communal complications with special reference to the 
Muslim cdknmunity have been discussed, the precipitates of whidi 
will take years to settle down. Harassed by these oomplioations, a 
section of Indian thinkers and politicians think and believe that a 
**ola88 CQDseious” programme of work will disintegrate &e communal 
ooDsoioiisneBS that has been pushing its claims forward with iirattonal 
insiiteiioe ; they believe tl^t api^oaoh to the masses with the “Fonda- 
mental Bfehts" incorpoiaied in the resolntion passed at the eesdon 
of the InSan Natiioou Oongiesv at Eaiaohi (1931) and the **Agfariaa 
acoepted Ike Imeknow Session (1936) wffl be e^ to 
(heir allegkuiioe ' from the narrow eec t a ri a ni sm bsUnd wUob 
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vested iaterests are wont to take shkiter. The President of the lodiaD 
National Congress. Pandit Jae^aharlsl Nehru, is the leader of this 
school of thought, and under his inspiration the Congress Socialist 
Party have launched forth their campaign of "'class ^conscious'' labour 
and peasant renewal and rennovation that would solve the funda* 
men^l problems of Bread and I^reedom/^ 

Dr. Ashraff of the All-India Co^ross Committee oflBce, Allahabad, 
in his study on the "(ingress and the Elections'^ believe 
that the results of the last elections to the Plrovincial 
Assemblies constituted under the Government of India 
Act of 1935 amply justify the hopes expressed and 
the programmes sketched in the Congress Manifesto : 

'^Oar erporieaoe of the elootian oarapaigfi proros loaoe agsm that the peasantry, 
the indostriai workers, the lower middle olasses in general are the mainstay of our 
struggle in the oonntry. We have uniformly won with big majorities Wherever we 
clearly emphasiaed the economic demands of the exploited masses of our oountrymen 
and mked them to prepare for mass straggle. Oar decisive victories in the various 

{ irovinoes are almost entirely due to the overwhelming support of peasants and petty 
andholders on the basis of our Agrarian Programme, and the Fundamental Rights 
incorporated in the Karachi Congress Resolution. Our viotories in those parts of the 
country whore the official repression was the most severe gives a direct lie to those 
who usually talk of a state of defeatism and political backwardness among the 
masses. 'Jme big landlords and the fendal aristocracy invariably went against us and 
declared its hostility in no uncertain terms. 

pther social classes supported us in varying degrees. The small Zamindara 
were usually sympathetic to our oausa. The pauperised middle class and the tnte* 
lligentiia warmly supported tho Congress, partionlarly in urban areas. The baainass 
interests gave a fair amonnc of s ipport, expecting some return for their : programmee 
of indnsttial expansion and in their fight against imperial preference and ourrenoy 
manipnlations. The lower middle class in general uniformly lassisted us in our work, 
aud the iadiistrial workers enthusiastically sided with us on the basis of our anti- 
imperialist programme. 

*‘Ia terms of political tendencies, and programmes,! feudal reaction has been effeot- 
ively overthrown, and the policy of petty rnral reforms as expressed in offloial pro- 
grammes stands thoroughly discredited. Reformism, among the Mnslima, him been 
thoroughly exposed. This is proved by the complete ropudiatiou of^ Liberalism as 
a creed. Communaiism and social •reaction in ^ general nave been discomfited except 
in areas where we somehow failed to emphasise the economic programme.*' 

The interpretation of the political facts and tendencies in India 
attempted in the extracts quoted above may appear rather too partisan 
and too sanguine to fit into our real life as we see it 
evolving before our very eyes. For instance* ^commona- 
lism" has not been discomfited and is not likely to weaken 
as long as the ^Communal Award" and its off-shoots 
afford short-cuts to the realisation of political ambitions. Neither does 
it appear that ""social reaction* has been ousted from its vantage- 
groande ; it proposes to find new hanting-grounds the roads to which 
have been deaiM by the skill of imperialist worbnen. Muslim vested 
interests have entrenched themselves behind the Commaoml Awerd" ; 
and Hinda "Scheduled C^tea" have done so behind the same, imple- 
mented by the Poona Pact It may be, and we hope Oat it will be 
so, that this leaction is a temporary phase. Facte, and tendenoiee of 
which the facts are the embodimente, iilostrate this development 
Bxperieneea in Bengal help oe to andamtand them. Ifeii who be* 
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long to wluit b now known m the Schednled Gestes’^ heve been re- 
senting. end very properly resenting, agsinst the soohl 
dbabilities impom upon them by ■ the obscnmntism . of 
h^er caste Hindns. Modem ednoation, the Brahmo Sanuj MoTemepit. 
Cfirbtbn mbsionary activities, and State policy have all been heifdng 
to release Hindu social conscience from many of the cradities tiiat 
Infested our life. Members of the higher castes broke away, from 
parental society and ranged themselves by the side of those who had 
been left on the road-side without a step to pick them up or without 
any effort to enable them to pick themselves up or any attempt to 
assimilate them to the socbl body and transform them into self-respect- 
ing members of society. The example of these pioneers, native and 
foreign, have wrought a change in the habits and thoughts, the ideas 
and ideals of the "^depressed classes^ and created in them hopes of a 
better life where their material interests and aspirations will be res- 
pected and protected. The break-down of the economic foundations of 
the older social polity, of the scheme of joint family in the higher 
castes, were helping this process of intellectual affiliation leading to 
social assimilation. Hindu society was both consciously and uncons- 
ciously responding to the changed circumstances, to the working of 
modern influences, personal and impersonal. Political awakening was 
slowly but surely drawing ever-widening circles of men and women 
;within the orbit of the national movement and helping to break the 
barriers between castes, communities and creeds. In Bengal, 
examples are not rare where ‘Scheduled Castes* boys and ip^ls 
have married into into higher castes, and passed imperceptibly 
into them, specblly in urban society. The endeavour was towards 
a rise in the socbl scale, inspired, encouraged and streng- 
thened by changes in the hearts of men, in their perception of the 
ne^s of modern life, in their recognition of the fact that political 
freedom cannot be grown into without a re-examination of social ins- 
titutions which had failed to protect and defend the self-respect of 
the people. This development intellectual, social and political is com- 
pen^usly called the Henaissance Movement in Indb, the first stirrings 
of which in modern times appeared more than a century ago. The 
essence of this renaissance movement was, in the words of Mr. Mana- 
bendm Nath Boy : 


**a oritioal outlook on history. The essence of the renaissaDoe movement was to 
sabjeot all our traditional ideas, all our past forms of thought, all the established 
human institutions to strict oritioism with the object of finding out if anything good 
in them will serve our purpose or of human development, and find out it sD of 
them— the whole .egnlpment— was no longer nsefnl, how mnoh should be thrown aside 
as naelesa aad tiirown out as hallaat, and how mnoh could be aoooptod, and would 
http 08 to go farther ahead'’. 

All the oommunities in Indb were being sobjected or eubieoting 
tbemielves to Ihb prooegs, some more and some less oonsdoody, but 

^ ^ lihe oroel band of erltidsm was sparing none. When tiieee 

devdopmenli wbfe liberalbing Hindu eooiety. Hindu life 
Piuit^^Tt-^ ■nd omnol, eiune the "^Communal Awmrd'’ witii osrtalu 
reCsieiiosa to tim podtion of the **d ept ewe d el aessa ^ 
b be scheme of doMitiiMMil chamcsa. Implemenlea by the Poona v 
Phol'ik aecQiid 8D smils Ao tibe I s ched n l e d oaalss^ b Boogd, reocrl^ 
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niaiafi: a social disability aod Kivioft it a political valao. And it is 
this political value— this “vote*valae” of social degradation— that has 
come^^ to be recognised and accepted by educated members of 
the * Scheduled castes’" as a stepping-stone to political ambitions. Men 
who resentedi and rightly resented, the brand of inferiority indicated 
by the classification ^ of ‘‘depressed classes” and inclusion in them, 
welcome to-day the “scheduled class” nomenclature because it secures 
them advantage in elections ; men who by their wealth or influence 
could will general coustituency fights run to these ‘*Ghettoes” ; for 
this is the easier path ; appeals to communal conceits or references to 
communal grievances side-track issues that touch the life of all in their 
basic relations. These experiences in Bengal represent a problem that 
late or soon shall throw its shadow over the whole of India ; it directs 
attention to a threat to reform in social institutions by creating a 
political vested interest in social inequality. The experience of the 
working of separate electorates for Muslim community does not 
encourage the hope and expectation that it would be accepted only as 
a temporary measure. From Legislature to local bodies the demand is 
for separate registers of voters ; that demand will grow in volnmsb 
disintegrating social life and common activities. 

The ideological tendencies of the elections to the Provincial 
lative AssembUes, as traced in the report issued from the head offlee 
of the Indian National Congress, have already been 

Pblbkeito commented on. A study of the facts of the results 
Unambiguottf throws interesting light on the mind of British Im* 
perialism as it struggled to evdve a coasCitation for 
India. The number of seats for the eleven Assemblies in British 
India were or are 1,585 ; of these 808 only are what are called “general 
seats”} the rest. 777 in numbeiv are “tied” seats to be filled up bj commu- 
nal or special representation. And when it is remembered that Mnslimsi 
Landlords, Europeans and Indians in commerce, are inoliided in the 
latter, the purpose of the Government of India Act stands revealed as 
digging up trenches in the heart of the country and digidog imperialist 
interests in them. Another carious fact emerges when it is remem- 
bered that in Bengal, in the Punjab, in Sindh, in the North *W6Steni 
Frontier Province, where the Muslims aie a majority oommanity* they 
do not come in, as they should, in. the General seats. These facts 
made the Congress victory more then notable ; it was startliqg. The 
Congress won 456 of the 808 “general seats” in all the IVovinces ; it 
secured absolute majorities in five provinces— Madras, the United 
Provinces, the Central Provinces, Behar, and Orissa ; it was the sioste 
largest party in four provinces — Bombay, Bengal, Assam, aod the 
North-Western Frontier Province ; in the Punjab aod in the Sindh 
AssembUes Congress members were in a minority— a negligible minority, 
A British publicist, Mr. H, N. Brailsfor^ in the Britidh weeUy, the 
^ew Statesman & the Nation^ put the position thus 

*The solid interior of the Peniosala belongs, to it (the Oosgress) In aa nabroken 

block from the Himalayas to the Gape Comorin. When the aetaal , total votos are 

avi^Ue, there is no doabt that the Congrese will be able to ohte aa abaohito 
mtiority In British India as a whole, and this without reokoning the. mn|lt that 
dinered only by a nuance from its position. The resnlt of this pltbiMte Hi na* 
ambigwms.” 

6 
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The peroentege of Toten who had thrown thdr ▼olen on the aide of 
die ea n md a tee standing in the name and on behalf of the Indian 
National Ck^ngress, as worked oat in the report to which referenoe has 
already been made on more than one ocoasioo, showed that this claim 
was more than jostified. The following table is relevant to the whole 
discossion : 


ProTince Tobd No. 

Seats won 

Percentage 

Approrimate 

of 

Seats 

by the 
CoBf^resB 

of total seats 
won by the 
Congress 

percentage of 
total votes cast^ 
seenred by the 
Congress 

Abdna 

>215 

169 

74 p. c. 

65 p. c. 

Bihar 

152 

98 

65 p. c. 

75 p. c. 

BeDKal 

Central Provinoea 

260 

56 

22 p. c. 

25 p. c. 

and Beror 

112 

70 

62.5 p. c. 

61 p. c. 

Bombay 

175 

86 

49 p. c. 

56 p. c. 

United Provinces 

228 

134 

59 p. c. 

65 p. c. 

Punjab 

N. W. F. Provinoe 

176 

18 

10.5 p. c. 

13 p. c. 

50 

19 

38 p. c. 


Sind 

60 

7 

11.5 p. c. 

12 P. Ce 

Aaaam 

108 

33 

31 p. c. 

Oriaaa 

60 

36 

60 p. c. 



It is interesting to study the reaction of British imperialism, in Bri- 
tain and India, to this success of the Indian National Congress in a fight 
the fields of which were laid by the skill of bureau- 
o?" cratic craftsmen with knowledge of the strength and 
OiMuiiiy weakness of the contending parties at their finger's 
ends, evidence of which was forthcoming in the meti- 
cnlons fragmentotion of the Indian people by the "‘Communal Award'\ 
The London Times revealed its mind and that of the classes it repre* 
seated by concentrating its attention on t^ o play of fissiparons tenden- 
cles sure to develop more intensely as the Government of India Act 
of 1985 woriced. It foresaw how the Unionist Party in the Paajab 
with the fiction of its non-commtuia! affiliation worn thin, because it 
has an overwhelmingly i>redoromant Muslim merobershr|>, will work the 
eoBstittttion ; that Nuropean gronps will usually vote for Ministries 
prepsred to support the new constitution ; it thought it imprudent to 
venture upen any prediction as to the future attitude of many of the 
representatives of the “Scheduled csstes" ; and it wondered what would 
be the attitude of the namoroas “Independents" in the varions Pro- 
vincM Assemblies ; it hoped that many of these would no donbt co- 
operate with the Oovarament in the sense that while they might criti- 
cise various features of the now Oonst&nfion and attempt to secare 
thetr removal by hgiislative processes, they would be making the 
utmost use of the Act far the furtherance of the principles and policies 
in which they were iolpWBted. The views of Anglo-Indum papers 
generally fallowed thb^ M The Government of India has not yet 
oared to eome out with e “study'* of their owo on the trends andF 
teodenciss of political knd social evolutioii brought to view by the 
election. A nw wpoH iM the world tiiat it had sn ^K tsd a report 
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fo tte Sectary of State for India vrhiebt digeeted by that arbiter of 
jDdiaB deetiiiy, would have eimultancoue publication in India and 
Ilntain. Jt has not yet seen the light of day. 

AVhen the result of the elections were definitely known the leaders of 
the Indian National Congress were faced with ii development in which 
Logic ot could not postpone any longer the decision which 

Rejection of postponing almost from day to day 

Constitution since the Bombay Session of the Congress ( 11)35 )— the 
decision of acceptance or denial of the office of Ministers 
under the now constitutional clmngos. The electorate bad given its man- 
date. And controversy in the country waxed eloqneut and loud on the 
interpretation to be placed on this expression of the will of the 
'sovereign ])oop!c.’^ The logical consequence of the Congress Election 
Manifesto was not diflicult to understand. As Mr. H. N. Braiisford 
put it : 

*‘If QUO n*ji’cis a ooustituHoa one does not iamidy acquiesce in its vetoes and 
JimitatioDs. One ccMifronts the Imperial Power with tho consequences of its conduct. 
It chose to iinjiosc this oonstitutiou ; then let it face in crisis after crisis the 
rosistaiico ot tho jiooplos’ i epresentatives. Lot it nomiuaie its tame ministers and 
cany its budgiis by ceitifieaiion. This is an attitude natural in a revolutionary 
^roup which aims at re-shaping the social structure of India and is not dee|>ly 
lutcrcalcd in changing the colour of the skins of the Ministers who preside over its 
sub-human poverty. This was the startegy of the younger generation : but it rallied 
only a third of the party’*. 

The F.'iizi)ur session of the Congress held in December, 1936 on 
(he cve of the election, by a majority vote of the proportion mentioned 
M u *1 r Braiisford’s article, rejected an attempt to 

Reformism declare for rejection of office. The results of the elec- 
tions did not vary this balance for or against the 
policy of wliat is generally known ns office accep- 
tance. There, have been two interpretations of the mind of those who 
were for “office acccptance’^ The London Titnes^ like a candid 
friend more engor to hurt than to help,, is the protagonist ot one of 
these : 

*Tho Coiigrcs.s umbrella covers as great a diversify of opmrons as many of its 
recent resolutions have done, acd (herein lies the chief obstacle to the non-oo- 
Gperatiou which its chiefs preach. Keformist ideas have many suptierters amoag thdr 
followers, and it is hard to believe that the realists will continue to refuse oOee Oil 
the off-chance tliat Pandit Nchni may some day nionso a revolutionary agitstioa 
among the rural masses that will biiug the Government of India to fts knees.*' 

The other interpretation sought for the cine to die riddle of the 
tincertain mind of India in a deep-felt and instinetive reeeotment al 
ontmge of a constitotJon imposed by **tfae^ 
miglit of the swmrd^’, to use Oaodbiji’s words. Thie^ 
DecIM resentment was voiced by sensitive souls whose origan- 
voice was Pandit Jawahar Lai Nebm. But this resent- 
mcnl was canaltecd by the feeling that tho deetion had been won on a 
programme of economic and social reform which touched the life of 
^ people more intimately than any conatitntioiml issue ; that Ike 
frustration of centuries had reduced the "Miui with die Hoe^, the 
meiority in India, to the solitary figure in the country-side^ menfi^ 
and ipiritnally, of whom the Amerimm poet E» Haridiam iinfi,*--tiie ‘ 
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•OQg that liM been reproduced in Panffit Jawahar Lai Nehrn^s Auio^ 
biography : 

*Bowed by the weight of centories, he leans 
Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground, « 

The emptiness of ages on his face* 

And on his back the burden of the world. 


••• ••• 

Through this dread shape the suffering ages look 
Time’s tragedy is in that aching stoop. 

Through this dread shape humanity betrayed, 
Plundered, profaned, and disinherited. 

Cries protest, to the powers that made the world, 
A protest that is also prophecy. 


for 


^Who made him dead to rapture and despair, 

A thing that grieves not and never hopes. 

Stolid and stunned} a brother .’to the ox ? 

It Is concern for this man that led the Working Committee of 
the All-India Congress Committee, the executive of the Indian National 
Congress, to decide that ‘‘office” should be accepted 
under certain conditions. Mahatma Oandhi was eager 
for peace, and he sought the way of compromise both 
to test the possibilitieB of the new constitution and to 
test Ube nnoerity of the Irtish bureaucracy. His suggestion was that 
in every province the leader of the Congress Party who may be called 
upon by the Gk)vernor to undertake the duties of administration should 
seek an assurance from the Oovemor b^ore forming a Ministry, which 
he might publish# to the effect that the Governor would not use his 
veto SM emergency powers, and that the advice of the Mraisters would 
not be *set aside in regi^ to their constitutional activities’*. Ihe 
buraineracy reacted to this demand by a refusal. The Governors were 
not allowed to act in their individual judgment in this matter an 
assurance, as the following words of the Secretary of State for 
India uttered in the British House of Lords prove ; 

Vioeioy with mj fall aDproval reminded the Governors that while they were 
laHy entitled to offer and while indeed I hm that they would offer to Congress 
leaders in the ProviBoeB the foUest possinle siqpport within the framwork of the 
Graatitation, Phrllimeot has imposed upon them cert^n obligations of which without 
the aethority of Parliament they oould not divest themselves. 

Obsapvers, wise after tteie events, say that the deadlodk that ensued 
was more a couseqoeuee 6i mutual diatrust than of any rigid interpreta- 
tion of the letter of the law ; that it was the result of 
psyoholoideal mal-adjustment.’ British observers felt that 
ftie phrasing of the assurance demand was “somewhat 
subtle^ ; that Mahatmaji was not “an entirely gnildess 
negotiator*’; on the one side were the Indian l^ers under the influenof 

of emotional resentmeni# on the other was “a Goverement stiff IK 

the tauBStixmi aloof ssKiuMr*’, The British Press, both in Britain 
in India, was more nllrotifaing tiian helpful ; it aonght to minimisi^e 
veto, and said that Oetu wns no intention to use it brutally or frequdipy ; 
that tt was a pmoautfon and timl it would lie in reserve for i 
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H^eocies that might never arise ; that gradnaliy* as the years went. ^ the 
veto would lapse into oblivion ; that the Indians were iiltra*sensitive» 
they suffered from **80 inferiority complex" The retort from the 
Indian side came sharp. The Governors’ veto was the embodiment of 
British sovereignty ; a century and a half of experience had taught 
the people how a * counterpart" sensitiveness was evident in the life 
and conduct of the bureaucracy, *it was ultra-sensitive over questions 
of prestige". And this ultra- sensitiveness decided the Governors’ refusal of 
the Congress demand for assurance. And to keep up the pretence that the 
constitution had not broken down, ‘‘interim ministries" were set up in 
the provinces where the Congress members in the Assemblies were^ in 
a decided majority ; these ministers were unsupported by the legisla- 
tures ; the assemblies were not called to session depriving them of 
declaring by their votes their preference for or disapproved^ of the 
Governors’ action. Constitutional Pundits began arguing on this matter. 
The appointments of ‘‘interim ministries* were not illegal acts, but 
these were unconstitutional ; in the words of Prof. Berriedale Keith, 
forms of responsible Government were ^misused to conceal its break- 
down.” 

But Mahatma Gandhi was ever conciliatory rand hopeful. In a state- 
Medwior between the ment to the London TimeSf :made on the 14th 
CongreM k the Govt. April, 1937, when Indian resentment was at its 
height, he could say : 

**My function is that of mediator between the Congress and the Ooyernment 
which, nnlike many Congressmen, 1 beliere to be capable of being converted ^^under 
moral pressure as it is of being coerced under physical pressure'*. 

Again, on the 27th April, in a joint statement intended for the 
Times of India and the News Chronicle (London) he said ; 

—8S I have read the Congress resolution, the aim of the Congress is not to 
create deadlocks, but undoubtedly its aim is to make the Congress position so irresisti- 
ble as to replace the present Act which no body likes by an Act which will 
represent the will of the masses. This will bo brought about by constitutional 
means permissible under the Act itself. And if the Congress by the force of its 
majority and by the skill of the Congress Ministers advances its own constitutional 
position to such a pitch that British Ministers cannot possibly resist it except by the 
orce of arms, surely there can be nothing to grumble at.” 

So, for four months the controversy waxed and waned ; and the 
cla*m of Sir John Anderson, the Governor of Bengal, made on behalf 
• constitutional changes that “external authority" had all but re- 
tired from the field proved invalid, and Indian agitators had not to go 
much afield to search and scrutinize the activities of future Govern- 
ments for some trace of the hidden hand of external authority" ; the 
demand of assurance revealed its presence on the very threshold of 
I”® '’’^®fking of the new constitution. Mahatma Gandhi put all hia 
table, and there was nothing more to say on behalf of the 
Indmn National Congress. As the statutoiy period for the convening 
of the Assemblies drew nearer, as the discipline of the Congress parly 
remained unbroken, and as the certainty of a humiliating ousting of the 
intenm ministers" grew clearer, attempts at compromise between the 
two standpoints, at reapproachment between popular sentiment and Gov- 
ernment prestige, became more eager and constant. The 'Coronation of 
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the new King of Britain jtni Emperor of India in London brought to 
the seat of tho Empire ‘"iraperinl Btatctmen*^ of Indian births safe and 
sober men, wlio used their influenec to pave the way of peace ; the 
absence of the “Real India” from the coronation left a vacuity that 
not all the show and glitter of Indian princes and riileis could fill up. 
Mr. Lloyd George who had negotiated the Anglo-Irish Treaty as Prime 
Minister of liritain felt this and felt the impossible position into which 
Britain had placed herself. Tersely did he put this : 

“The India Act has concLHlfd too little tt win over the most powerful political 
or;.'!iiiisalioii in India; on the other hand, it ciidowod tho disaffected with too much 
power for inischiuf while lliey remained hostile. It was a case of negotiating a 
treaty and not for im|)osing a constitution. Tho result is that tho trusted, chosen 
leaders of the Indian people will bo .absent from Wcstminstoi Abbey dining tho 
coronation. 

‘ Tho success of tho now* rolgii from the imperial stand point will largely depend 
on tho moasnn s taken to reeojicilo to the Kinpiie the wholo of India from the 
Himalayas to Travaneoio. It can be done, but not by half measures ; it certainly 
cannot bo done in lime for the coronation. Indians will be there at the coionatiou 
blit not India. 

Tho sotting ii]) of “interim ministries” demonstrated that even in 
India, (ho “real India” that had declared through its vote increasing 
awareness of what needs to be done and increasing detor- 
AtuTrancet^^ minatinn to get it done had no place in the scheme of the 
Eicp^anaUonf Anglo-liidiaii buroaucr.acy. Those two demonstrations, one 
in Britain and the other in India, revealed to the world 
that (he dragooning of India under the Willingdon regime has had no 
elfect, and (hat the national resolve to resume unto itself the powers of 
the State that had slipped from its hands in a fit of absent-mindedness 
was as strong as over. It took throe months to realise the significance 
of these dovelopsnents, during which efi’orts to bridge over the gulf 
was not relaxed. It is not possible to know and discuss the personal 
eoritrihutioiis of individual peace-innkers ; not till the inner history of 
tho prc.sert times is publi.-hed in memoirs, biographies and reminis- 
eenoes. The s])okcsmen of the bureaucracy, the Under- Secretary of 
State for India, Mr. B. A, Butler, in the British House of Commons, 
suggested in course of a si)cech an .assurance that it was certainly not 
tho intention of the British people or the British Government that the 
Governors should trench, by narrow or legalistic interpretation of their 
own responsibilitie.®, upon the wide powers which it was the purpose 
of the British Parliament to pl.acc in the hands of the ministers under 
the A^t, and “which it is our desire they should use in the furtherance of 
tiie programme which they advocated.” The Marquis of Zetland, who 
as Lord Ronaldshay was Governor of Bengal, and was now Secretary 
of State for India, had been more than stift, and had trotted out the 
interest of minorities, making special mention of Muslims in Ais con- 
nection, ns requiring tho need of the Governors' veto — which hint 
people in India regarded as playing on the theory of divide and rule. 
Ho went out of his way in a speech delivered at a meeting of Conser- 
vative members on the let of June 1937, to appeal to **the constructive 
genius of the Hindu people” who "^in the face of muck discourage- 
ment” had devoted their talents to the service of India. *1 b it toe 
much” said his lord^Pt to ask that : 
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^tfaey should not spurn the coHsborstion that Great Britaiu in all sincerity Is 
offering to thorn or that thoy on tlieir parts should not withhold the oo-operation 
which Great Britaiu is asking from them in a common task which is not only 
worthy of united efforts of the two peoples, but iu the light of history is their 
obvious destiny. Let that bo my appoal to them at this most fateful juncture in our 
common history”. 

On the 21st June, 1937, His Excellency the Governor-General of 
India, Lord Linlithgow, made a statement seeking to interpret the 
constitution, and its spirit and purpose, for which ho 
Inter ^ special conipetcncc» as he had been Chairman of 

n pre on Joint Parliamentary Committee appointed to examine 

and report on what is popularly known as the ^*White 
Paper” on Indian constitutional reforms. His lordship^ explained that 
under “Provincial autonomy”, in all matters falling within ' tho Minis- 
terial field”, including the position of the minorities, the Services, etc, 
the Governor will ordinarily be guided by the advice of his Ministers, 
and that those Ministers will be responsible not to the British Purlin- 
inent but to the Provincial Legislatures, the Governor General and the 
Provincial Governors being responsible through the intermediary of the 
Secretary of State for India to the British Parliament and ultimately 
to the British people ; the Ministers liave the duty of advising the 
Governors over the whole range of the executive Government within 
the “ministerial field”, including “the area of the special responsiblities”, 
in all matters in which he is not specially required to exorcise his 
individual judgment, “it is mandatory upon the Governor to accept 
the advice of his Ministers”. Mahatma Gandhi as representative of the 
Congress had claimed that as and when Governors found themselves 
unable or felt themselves incompetent to accept the advice of their Minis- 
ters on any major issue of political principle or policy, a difiTerouce of 
opinion which with the utmost good-will on the part of both the sides 
refused to evolve u compromise, they should dismiss tiie Ministers, and 
not expect or call upon them to resign. The initiative in forcing a constitu- 
tional crisis would thus lay witli and oulthe Governors which would require 
of them a long series of explanations ; this eilbrt, and tlie trouble of it, 
would keep the governors within constitutional proprieties. With regard 
to this contention and demand, Lord Linlithgow said that resignation 
vras more consistent with the self-respect of a Ministry, and was an 
ellective public indication of the attitude of the Ministry tow^irds the 
action of a Governor ; resignation was an act taken spontaneously by 
a Ministry. Dismissal, on the other hand, was unusual in constitutional 
practice, and seemed “to carry with it some suggestion of inferiority”, 
—a suggestion which the government were “concerned at any price to 
eliminate from the new constitutional arrangement”. 

These interpretations, explanations and assurances helped to clear the 
atmosphere of many of the apprehensions and prejudices mutually felt 
and entertained. And the Working Committee, on behalf of the Indian 
Conmii National Congress, authorized “acceptance” of Ministry 
AeSZ in the provinces in which members returned on its 

hfiabirv ticket commanded an absolute majority. Thus in six 

. , , of the eleven provinces “Congress Ministries” were 

enabled to fanction, the ^'interim Ministries” fading out of (be picture. 
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Their tide to fame ooneisted in a loyal Intention to help ‘Carrying on 
the King's Government’*, filling a laonna in a transition period, as also 
to the hct that there were men in India who were prepared to cana- 
lise national endeavonr for the realisation of the national destiny. This 
demonstnted that our national oohesiveness of purpose and activity 
had not oeen attained. 

In Bern], in the Punjab, in Assam, in Sindh, and in the North- 
western novinces coalition ministries of different groups — Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh, and Christian — had begun functioning; 
the corner-stone, or rather the cement and the lime 
P^lncct OQd the greater number of the bricb in the whole 
structures being supplied by members of the Muslim 
community, elected to the Assemblies on the communal votes. The 
dominant party in the Punjab Assembly of 175 were the Unionist 
Party, the majority of the members of which came from the Muslim 
community ; the same was the case with Sindh where the United Party 
dominated ; in Assam 25 Muslim Members coalescing with 20 "'others’* 
of undefined political persuasion in which were Indian Christians, and 
10, *Todependent” Hindus, manned the Ministry upheld by 9 European 
members^ representing tea interests and commerce— a very unstable 
combination. In Bengal a combination of the Muslim League, Krishak- 
Phija and “Independent** Muslim members was effected as a response to 
the demand of the Muslim community In Bengal for a united Muslim 
Party which would be able to dominate the administration. Though 5 
of the 11 ministers in Bengal were Hindus, and the facade of a non- 
oommunal Ministry was presented to the world, it was both in fact 
and a communal Ministry. So the Muslim community desired 

it and willed it; and they welcomed it as the re-establishment of Muslim 
Raj in Bengal lost one hundred and eighty years ago in the battle of 
Plassey, and regained in the hustings in the year of grace, 1937. 

This quickened development of communal consciousness, this inten- 
sification of communal conceits and ambitions became possible, was made 
. .. possible in Bengal and Assam, by the unawarencss, to put 

oy*Coiiwiw5 ** mildly, of the Working Committee of the All-India 

St Congress Committee of the situation in these provinces. 

Ambitions of the influences, personal and impersonal, that were at 
work to foster strength and consolidate these feelings. If 
even the aizpur Session of the Congress had decided on "office accept- 
ance”, ifi the National Convention held after the elections had allowed 
Coalition Ministries, the leader of the Congress Party in the Bengal and 
Assam Assemblies, the biggest single parties in them, would have been able 
to form a Ministry in Beo^l, free from the communal virus, with the help 
and co-operation of Moulvi Faz)-ul Huq, the leader of the Krishak-Praja 
Party, a predominantly Muslim Party with a programme predominantly 
economic* Tbe short-sightedness of Congress men in Bengal, of the Work- 
ingrCommiitee, weie responsible, more than any other factor, for the mis- 
chieffof tte communal bidreriqgs in this province that have been poison- 
ing communify life and wafriog this pdson to the other provinces, until 
to^y the whole of norfhem India is a seething cauldron of inter- 
communal bittmiess. Tkb two Chief Ministers in the "interim Ministries” 
of Behar and the United Plrovinces respectively happened to be 

i 
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Moalims, Mr. Yunus and the Nawab of Chattaii. The deoiaion of flie 
Concrress to accept Ministries precipitated their resignation* And the 
interpretation was put that the Indian National Coneress, *"the instnmient 
of Hindu Nationa]isln'^ accepted Ministry simply to spite the Muslim 
community, foi^ettins: that in four otiier provinces the chief Ministers 
in the **interim'^ Ministries were three of them Hindus, and one PWsi. 
Ibe Opposition Party in the Beiifi^al Assembly has a membership pre- 
dominantly of Congressmen, and tbeir persistence and watchfulness as 
an Opposition — the reason for the existence of which was to oppose 
and discredit the principles, policies and activities of the Government^ 
and in that process laying the foundation of an alternate govemmeni— 
the watchfulness and persistence of the Bengal Opposition have been 
interpreted ns inspired by hatred of the ‘'Muslim Raj’^ in the province. 
This was how Muslim public opinion was being formed in private talks 
which find expression in Muslim newspapers. The first six months of 
Ihe year whose activities arc chronicled and commented on in this 
volume of the 'Tndiun Annual Register^’ sowed the seeds of that inter- 
communal political bitterness that threatens to disrupt Indian social 
l^e and keep it so for years to come. The first fruits of the constitu- 
tional changes in India are neither sweet to taste nor nourishing to 
body. With a note of pessimism the record of political evolution in 
India during these months must%close. 

Human life has been compared to rivers in their flow and in their 
flood in the course and sweep of which many things valuable are 
destroyed and submerged. But it is not all destruction 
Dct racuon rivcrs stand for. While one bank may be sliding 

ContirucUon luto the river bed, on the opposite bank may be rising 
from the same river bed lands holding in their bosom 
promises of fertility, of monuments rising on these of human power, 
beauty and glory. As we survey the Indian scene today many histori- 
cal traditions and relics of many noble thoughts nobly incarnated in 
life are sliding out of view and recognition, and in the process causing 
pain and bitterness, loss and unhappiness. But across these have been 
appearing healing hands holding seeds of better life, of richer and 
fuller experience, of joy amongst the widest commonalty spread. These 
are the influences, personal and impersonal, that have been at work 
promising and fulfilling construction from out of the wrecks and debris 
of life. They were prophets and thinkers, warrior spirits, who saw 
visions and dreamt dreams of human fellowship, who sowed seeds of 
revolt and of reconciliation that have been seeking to cover the land- 
scape of India with green verdure, blossoms and fruits. They are the 
makers of the India of today, men who are the product of the impact 
of two cultures, Asiatic and European. The European was dominant 
dnwing ^ its strength and inspiration from its kinship with 
the ruling power, rootless in the soil of India. The 

Asiatic seemed to be letting the legion of alien thoughts and 

activities thunder past, bowing in patient* deep disdain ; in reality it 
was resisting, drawing its strength and inspi«*ation from the memories 
of the past, rooted in their mother earth. Out of this conflict has 
emeiged a new mind in India that would have the best of both the 
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worlds— Asiatic and European. The generation of Indians that have 
grown under these iniluciices boiir in tlieir bodies and minds truces of 
tho dual iuilucnce ; and to day th have a maturity that is not afraid 
of tho foreigner, for, they have rcgsiined their sclf-coufidcnco and 
renpiined their hold on their birth-right of the convictions on which 
are built up disiinut nationai life. It is of such a devolopincnt that 
Uoinain Rollaiid spoke when in his ProphtUs of Ncu: Itidia^ he wrote : 
'*'riio thou^'lit of tlio lOast IS now in<lo|)oniloiit aud litMicufortii union uaii bo cfToctod 

beiwoeu equal and fruu porsuiialilics, instead of ouu of tlio two beiu^ ussassia- 

atod by the oilier.” 

Thii is one aspect of the recent history of India in which destruc- 
tion and coiistrnelion liavo iiiarciied side by side. 

Uiit beyond the tiini'.ilt and shouting of these strivings and conflicts, 
seers and saints liavi; been growing np in the old surroundings, nursed 
by ohi (nidi lions, growing to goodness and cleansing by 
A Mudtrn (heir ininu* pe:i<‘.e nieii, woincMi and societies tossed in 
Seer Sl Saint t]|(> diseoiilents ami disappointments of a twisted time, 
restoring balance to llndr life. One atnong these was 
born ill a llengal vibage of ]>.»or Urahniin pariMits tho centenary of 
whose birlli was <•<•]< braled in eoiiiiiries far and near during the early 
iiioiiths of Jil37. 'That Ilnihniin boy was driven by family poverty to 
apprentice himself into service as a iiric st in a tein|)le in the neighbour- 
liood of (Calcutta, (*recf (‘il by a lady Zeminder, Itnni Kashmani ; tho 
presiding deity of the temple is Kalec of wh in Swami Yivekananda 
has sung, 

Mutlit'r. rcime ! 

For T«m r<»r is Thy iiaiiit*, 

J h!jitli is ill J’liy linsilli, 

Aiul isviay sliaktu,*; slrp. 

Destroys a ^Y(J^ld lor uvoi. 


Wlio dar-.’s inis**iy lov**, 

Aii'l liny, I ho I'mi'Iii of (h’ulli, 

D.mco ill Drsii (ia>t<-r, 

To him llio MniluT uonu-s. ’ 

Under the stress of what emotion or cxpeiiencc this terrible image 
was bodied forth in the imagination of the Hindu Seer, it is dilllcult 
to say. but to tho Brahmin boy «thls terrible goddess appeared as 
the mother of all creation ; and she guided his steps to the supreme rea- 
lisation as Uic human mother does those of her baby. This Brahmin came 
to be known to the world as Sri Ram Krislum Parnmhatisa, receiving the 
world’s Hbinage as a iiarinoniscr of spiritual experiences and a reoon- 
ciler of religions in whose name more blood had been shed aud more 
lives lost than for tho realisation of worldly ambitions and material 
glories. Wise men, thought- hmders from the East and West, who 
could not have any sympathy and respect for the idolatry of the 
worship of Kaloe in and through which this Brahmin attained (he 
highest beatitude and reached the heart of Ultimate Reality, have 
come forward to boar witness to the truth of his life and interi)ret 
the meaning and significance of it in the modern world. This Brahmin 
was almost unlettered even in his own mother tongue ; the simple 
arithmetic of village folk gave him the headache ; but to this mao 
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<»Bic (lie proudest of modern-educated men to hear from his Kps 
toe deepest of trutlis In the simplest of words. This ij^norant “God- 
intoxicited'' man was recognised as *‘the consninmation of two thousand 
years of tlic spiritual life of three htiiidreJ iiiillioii people.** 

Of tlic coutribution of this ignorant Drahinin to the religious 
fhou-ht of the mMilcrn W(*rlth the r/ »//rW of iMdiaii pliilo- 
Knslina sn|>ljors and finnuifs^ Dr. lh*:ijendr:i Niitli Seal, spoke as 
ParamhauM IVesidciit of the World Congress of Religions hold in 

connection of the Ram Krishna Centenary. And to bring 
out its inner niossage, Dr. Seal coniparod the method of Sri Itam Krishna 
i*aramhans:i to that of Rrahmananda Koshab Chandra Sen : 

“T-h‘ X 'w* l);Sj*ens:itii)u wen! 1 qeK*(‘r tin* distiivtivo (‘eiitral e.'^si?nce from each 
;im 1 finiv'o a nf ‘Ueq'.ie!* of IIiwits as it IIin‘e it was lliat 

oim Kri'lina 'I sITmv!! fDin lv*s!ril» Oh m Ir.i. I nlwl, li.* .UITtivI from liis finvlocessors 
ni two essi'oti.il resjieijts. First, hi* mainfaiiUHl that tho praotiecs of eaoU rnligion 
^'itli Its lituaU an] Ji-;i;i|>!iri(vs its inoni reality ami vitality than its 

fh 'oretit’al «lo;:inas ainl ereels. Seconillv, it was Ifam Krislina’s cniivictiuii that 
It IS not liy :s''f Httiv" ‘h’(:!e rtiuism' hot hv svii'o etisin ao'l .'th-* whoh>>hearte<l norep- 
taiiee of a reli^'ioii that its full value aud worth coul'l he realised and e.\poriijncocl.” 

And tlii.s syticr(*ti.mn, .nnd tho mothods wliioli Sri Ram Krishna Piirarn- 
Hit Method liaiisa was l(*d to .adopt ;ind praetise and work out in liis 

of Harmony own life as ail (‘xcmplar lu llm world, arc described by 

Seal in the following words : 

'‘l».un Krishna held (hat scl sdiv** oxtraefs will kill ihe vital (*lemi*ntR in oorYi 
riMigiei*. Jie weuld^ he a Hill hi with the Hindu, a Muslim with tin* Muslim, a 
Christian wha Christian, in oider to <;xp'’rieii(!e the whole Irulh and eltiea^jy of oaidi 
of lliese rtdixioiis. Hut he would not pra-:lis.* dilT-*i<uil, reli-rious disr,i|ilini.s‘ or lioKl 
uifiereiit civifds at oiio and the same lime. The ohsi*rvama*s, priictin's and rltnalfl 

/ i/'‘V '^***** are organic to it lu all these rni:;ht he liunpialions and pit- 

falls out one must Ikj as an innoeeut eliil 1 or liahe and pass uuseathe i llirough life. 

It was thus that Paramhansi passed sm eossively tlirougli Cloistiaii and Muslim oxpori- 
ences. {Such wjis tijo Haranihansa fc*yiicretism.” 

Rabindra N.'ith Tjigoro spoke of the signineain'o of R.im Krinhim 
Hii Larp^ncM Kfft in un age when aiieieiit valii<*s .s(*eMied lo bo falling 
of Spirit from their pede.stai : 

I \enerato Parainhansa Deva heiMuso ho, in .an nip* of religions Nihilism, proved 
10 truji of s)>iritiial li«*rita;’ii hy realising it ; hn ause the laigeiiess of liis 
^'•‘■*oiu:-Jy aiilag.misli!; iiMd-s of and hecauso tho 

. I piimiy of his soul sliamc;; fur .i!l limes the pomp and pe«laiitiy of ponlilTs and 

popes. 

^ This w.ia the life of Rim Kristina Paminliansa, immerRed in Ood- 
vlRioii, aiioliier of the many wilnc'Rsos to the spirit n.al life cif India, of 
the East, (piiescfMit and speculative, in wlihdi this World 
vj r*"** j J^PPenrs as nii-ubstaiitial, the iirodiie.t of Muya. Ihit by 
VC aiuin a inexplicable trick H of evolution, Ihis “Oo(l-intoxic.a(cd'^ 

I - became the fountain of poRitivc activities that have 

iiiiuertakeri tlie ro-making of India. And the man who released this 
tountain from the cpiictitude and high altitude of Hindu religious ex- 
penonees, and brought its life-giving waters to tho parched plains of 
our ovcry-^iy life, was Swaroi Vivckaiianda. Romain Holland in intcr- 
^ting this phase of the life and teachings of Ram 'Krishna Paramhansa 
in toe light of history recalls what the Emperor JiilLin, “Julian ^ 
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Apostate^^ cried out as he lay *dyuifi:t * after haviog fought in vain 
against Christ” : 

/^he only God in whom I believe, is the sum-total of all souls ; and above all 
1 believe in my God, the wicked, my God, the miserable, My God, the poor of all 
races.” 

And Bam Krishna Paramhansa whom tradition would have liked to 
keep in a niche as a God, heedless of the world, gave in a moment of 
inspiri^ion, the greatest message to modern India when he declared : 
|*Beligion is not for empty bellies.” These words like lightning shafts 
illumined the Indian sky and pointed out to Swami Vivekananda the 
path of duty, the work which his Master wanted him to do to justify 
the ways of God to humanity ; in these words he found sumtned up the 
need of the country of his birth ; these words symbolised the striving 
of his life, strivings that have made him a prophet and maker of the 
India to be ; and it is these words that inspired the foundation of the 
Ham Krishna Mission, wrote its charter and laid down the law of 
its being which Swami Vivekananda annotated for his people : 

”So long os a single dog lu my country is without food, my roligion will be to 
feed it.” 

Thus was started the Ham-Krishna Mission that has been the path- 
finder to many of the activities that seek to build up a race of better 
men and women in India, of which the modern prophet 

Ram-Krithna is Mahatma Gandhi with his programme of constructive 
Mission nationalism. To the world the Ram Krishna Movement 
appears not only ns a modern interprct:ition of Hindu 
mysticism but as *'a purified form of Hindu philosophy and grafted on 
to it an active programme of social service.” And in this service not 
only is the material appetite of Indian humanity being sought to be 
satisfied, but their spiritual hunger also by opening their minds through 
the key of the three R’s to the beauty and the mystery of the environ- 
ment in the midst of which they have been placed. These two needs 
have been expressed thus : 

**Ages aod ages have passed, dominated by the life of what wo call self, which 
is intent upon seeking food and shelter and upon tho porpotuntioii of Iho raco. But 
there is a mysterious region waiting for its full recognition S'liicli does not eutiroly 
acknowludgu loyalty to physical claims. Its mystery constantly troubliis us and we 
aro not yet fiiily at ease in this region. Wo call it 'spiritual.* The world is of value 
because we have not yet bocu able to realise its meaning completely.” 

Tiic two modern needs of the human body and tho human soul can 
be met only by a new iiiodificntioii, elaboration, regulation and idcalis.a- 
tion of man's physical, ii]ent:il and spiritual instincts. In 
a this view of the matter the activities that seek to realiso 

of Behaviour” flu^^o purposes fall into the 8i>hcrG of cdiic.'ition. The 
Ram Krishna Mission anticipated tho satisfaction of 
certain of these needs by starting its educational activities in the coun- 
try-ndo. And today these aro tho current coin of the realm. The 
Governmeut and the people in all countries speak and talk of giving 
a *Vur^ bias” to education, making it **racy of the soil”. The dense 
peasant masses of India make this cry both a necessity and a policy. 

It is necessary* therefore, to understand the significance of this deve- 
lopmout in our and other oountries. 
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An American anthoreas in teninflt of ednoatioa In Soviet Rnaiia 
named her book-*C^flftn^ Man, She has sensed the ultimate pur- 
pose of educatioD, that of making man anew, utilisina^ modifying and 
oontroUing the environment in which he was placed, helping him to 
grow out of the weaknesses and frustrations of life. This purpose 
demands a change of the whole life, because men find themselves ill at 
ease and seek out for a way of escape. The scheme of things man la 
called upon to handle appears tO be sorry; these have got into a 
dreadful state of disharmony, and a fresh start has to be given them. 
As H. G. Wells says : ^Whatever the revelations, theoiiea,.*the myster- 
ies on which the new teaching professes to be based, a new sort of 
behaviour is its substantial aspecti’. Social legislators fimm Manu 
downwards have been educators in this sense of being, initiators of a 
*oew sort of behavior.*’ Statesmen, politicians, administrators, poets, 
writers, journalists have this urge to make men amenable to thrfr idea 
of the true, the good, and the beautiful. Education as an instrument of 
State policy which has come to be consciously recognised as part of 
the duty of Oovcmmenta has had an ancient lineage to claim, though 
people might have been unconscious of this hoary past In the modem 
world it was Prussia under Bismarck that first acted on the logic of 
"‘Enlightened Despotism** which undertook the responsibUity of regu- 
lating and controlling human life from birth to deoth. In Britain even 
when ministers spoke of “educating onr masters** — the voters newly 
enfranchised by the Reform Act of 18G7 — the individualistic philosophy 
of which that country was a votary, stood in the way of giving this 
political slogan a shape and form in real life. 

In our own country under British auspices the same policy ruled 
^te conduct with reference to education. Macaulay when he decided 
in favour of Anglicising education hoped that the British-educated few 
would 

^refine the yernscular dialects of the ooantry, esrioh those dialeots with terms of 
seieooe borrowed from Westera nomeaotature, and reader them by degrees fit 
vehicle for convey iog knowledge to the great mass of the population." 


That hope has not been fulfilled. The British Government had its 
own policy to subserve and its own interests to advance when Macaulay 
„ , decided the direction of State Education in India. The 

higher classes of the people who avidly took advantage 
of the opportunities offered^ could not envisage the conse- 
quences of the step, or felt themselves helpless in face of 
it Warning voices were raised against this new direction given to 
education, one of the chief of which was that of Raja Badha Kanta 
Dev, a contemporary of Raja Bam Mohan Bay’s and an opponent of 
his. In coarse of a reply to a questionaire issued as a result of a despatch 
from I^rd Stanley, Secretary of State for India in 1859, he wrote : 
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liispinnff pride) bo unable to roturn to thsir trade, and would necossarilf turn 
▼agabonds.” 

That prophecy and those consequence confront u- to-day. The OoFem- 
ment became ai^are as early as of tiie greatost of them— of 
Gull kAiwo absenteeism that sucked away the wealth of the villages 
the CUffes & growing towns — as the of 

Mateet - publiKlicd in their name aiul written by lIowcHs allows. 

The apprehension was voiced tliroiigfi a few cpK'stions : 

Do natiro gentlomeu, Hko Englislirnen, return to tlu-ir Z ‘raindanos from a 
LiiivorKity careor, to spread around Uioin the irtli*x of ihi^ oidi;,diti}!jraMit tlioy 
jiavo roccivod themselves ? Does tho pro<iJi.s.s of hi;:hly I'lluoatin:' :i and 

leaving;; the masses tend to luereasc or to diminish the ^Mlf hotween class and class ''' 

What the replies (o those qiiOKtions have arwl are we kfiow 

to-day. AVo know that our social homogen. it 3' is disintegrated to-day : 
one of the canses of wliieh has been th.^ spirit of education 
inqiartod to tho countr3% the 8i>irit of iiidividnaligm. The gulf 
betwf^ui the classoa and the masses is wij(* <‘noiigh to pnpnlarisn 
the cry of class war and class-conscions activities. I'ln* standard of 
life adopted by the classes* the dress and M(lu‘r fasliioiia aped by 
them, have created a “fifth Ciiste”, of men and wonem In the country, 
drawn from every strata of coinininiity life, who find it dillieiilt to 
adjust tlicinsclvcs to rural sociot3' fwin which (hcfy or their immediate 
micestorH floated to tlie towns, and runil society aUo is ill at 'case 
with this new caste. The members of this caste think and fe(*l tliem- 
pclvcs to be a superior class of ficrsoiis, and thus find tlienmelves face 
to face with not very kindly feelings. If. O. Wells lias an explanation 
for this feeling on tlic part of rural society dominat(*d by what he 
calls tho pcasaut persona’^— his “guiding and satisfying idea of himself": 

Ilis soul is oquilitarian. Jlis hostilif.v to oxocptioiril display imposes a standard 
o^tiimo and doeorum u|)on any couutryKido wlieru liis is iln* «loiniuaiit ideology. 

I lousing and fiirnituro too are stainlardisiMl IIhmi', and IIm^ slighl.^^t departures from 
llio rigidities ot usage provoke a bllter resentment and moral coudi'iiiuatiou. 


The inlcrprotation hero given of tiic growing estrangement between 
town and country or between lln^ classes and the masses is an attempt 
R 1 ‘hTi ”**^^^**^bi tiding the cause or causes td tint new ami 

* ** f or cljiinaiit iiilliicnccs in the ciuintr3\ The fact of estraiige- 

Recontiruckion nient is (hero , and it is for ilic people to niidcrstand 
its c.aiiscs and intctrccfit its cotis<*(|iieiiceK. The Gov 
ernment in the country, that is the. Hritisli Govermnent, declares that 
it is nc responsibility of theirs ; that the probhuns asso(d:ited with and 
implicit ill llie developments iiulicatttd above will demaml solution from 
the hands of Governments, the ^provincial antoiiomy’’ go vt^rn incuts, 
sot up under tho recent constitutional changes ; th:it no “third party” 
as tlio British Government in India has always Ixuui, c:in bring this relief 
cither as a boon or as a concession. And the solution of tTio problem 
demands new principles of education and a new texjliiiiquc — education 
that changes human body and human mind, education th.at is the only 
instriiciicnt of human reconstruction. Our inherited tendencies are 
there ; ideas and ideals from outside have erupted iiito our country ; 
and boui liicso combatants are haviiig a uti;ht in the battle fields of our 
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miiiclH, tli(! issue of which will docido tho course of evolution in India* 
III this in.iiiy ro^ioiiul or communal conceits or aspitations will 

chiini priority of place ; in the course of this fight many aiicieiit land- 
marks in thoii<jrlit and conduct will be pulled down ; many precious 
prejudices will bo crushed out. The Itritish Ooverninent that had so 
long sought to control and regulate the educational activi^es of the 
country propose to retire from tho fight ; and n^gionnl and 
])rovincial authorities have it thrown upon them tho rcspousibility 
of initiating steps for liie rc-ediication of tho people. This is tlio 
position that has been reached during the months tho activities of 
wliicli are recorded and connnented on in tlicse pages. Many hopes 
are lx ing raised; many promises arc being or huvo been niado 
ill Kieclion ■ Manifestoes to pioneer and extend tho **ediiCHted 
qualily” amnng (Im pttoide that will enable them to face the problems 
of ijiodeni life in an old country, one of the oldest in world. 


Tho inspiration of the process of re-education through whicli India 
is being propos(‘d to be nwiiade into a modern nation, a free iiiition 


Failure 
of Reason 


among tlx^ free milioiis of the world, has becMi indicated 
iib<<v<‘. J^'rom this history it may appear that tho coii- 
(Ii(‘t is only in tlic region of ideas and ideals, lint it 


<;aniiot bo gainsaid that tho complacence of tho 
modern world would have remained intact and unshaken, but for tho 


break-down of tiie fraiiKvwork which modern industrialism had built up 


and the pliilosophy of life which it incarnated. But modern 
hiiinanily has striork up tent and started on a new journey, to work 


out a transformation in its life because iinperccptibly there has occur- 
cd a profound transformation in its fundamental (ihilosophy. How are 
tl esc two circninstaiiocs, these two transformations, to bo explained ? 


A Qormaii evpliuiatiotj has it : 


*^luMiMXi imtinisid to solve all man’s problems ynt it came to pass that after 

rcusuii liiitl H«)lv<nl every ])hysir'Hl prublotii, it failod wUcii it aMrmpted to coniu to 
grips with purely liiini.oi proliiuiuM. i'his luU to a siaio of a/riiirs wlicn roasoii and 
all its rt'piiiaiioii no loiigoc luuaiit .reason as u whole hut only physical .and 
UttlurniiKiic itiihoii. 

Tiio pliy^^ical, ch<’mica1 and biological sciences sought to discover essence 

and nature in pli'Mionx ii:i. U-usou wanted to do thu suiuc thing with hutuuu 
beings, and therein it failed.'* 


This failure is responsible for tho emergence of that new uurest 
and new dogmatism in the region of material oxistonco that 
w M ‘A ^ characteristic feature of inv)dern life. These 

Wor -wide have touclard the mass mind, and created disturbances 

Reaction there out of which the need for a rc-valution of values, 

for a rc-exumination of social institutions has arisen 
challenging human intellect and wisdom. Tho majority of mankind 
find themselves aillicted with a new .'helplessness. They find themselves 
starving in the midst of plenty, wheat and coffee are being burnt or 
jeft to rot ill the fields for absence of ^customers” or iuodcqui^ of 
price"; they go unclothed when cotton is burnt or left to rot in the 
fields.^ They do not understand the reason of this peculiar. development. 
The rigid dbcipline of a mechanised civilisation sits m a oigLtmm 
on their breast ; they seek to throw it ofi like an evil dreaiOi caiieiog 
•U the tumult of modem Ufa 
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Id India these conditions of distress, mental and physical, prevjdl 
with an intensity that seem to baffle human endeavour ffor relief for 
, correction. Dirt, disease and death — with &ese our 

i ittdiaii people keep companionship through life’s little day. 

The sight of these scenes has grown habitual to our 
eyes ; our sensitiveness to these has grown blunt Our 
predominant village economy enabled the generality of our people to 
fgnore or misunderstand the first signs of the break-down of the accus- 
tomed life, the ancient social polity. But before the last century was 
out, in 1890-1900, there was a devastating famine levying a toll of 
human lives counted by crores, demonstrating that the century and 
halt of dvilised Qovernment had failed^ in its vocation, that State 
policyi directed and controlled by alien minds and alien interests, could 
not prove efFcotive in face of such a catastrophe. William Digby de- 
dicating his book to the memory of these 200 millions spoke of them 
as dying "in vain”. For years previously, leaders of Indian public 
opinion, the pioneer of whom was Dadabhai Naoroji, through the 
Press, in books and pamphletsi on the platform of the Indian National 
Congress and other institutions, had been warning the authorities of 
this calamity. Foreigners, even casual visitors to India, recorded im- 
pressions &at should have warned them betimes, impressions of a 
wretchedness that was the result .of decades and .‘centuries of misrule. 
One of these visitors was the late Sir Frederick Treves, Surgeon to 
the then King of England, the grand* father of the present King. In 
his book — Other Side of t1ie\Lantern publisiicd in 1905, Sir Frederick 
Tivves spoke of what he had seen in India and of her people : 

*'SAdder than the oonotry are the common 'people of it. They are lean anu 

weary-looking, they all leem poor, and ^toiling for leave to live.’ They talk little 

and faugbleas. Indeed, a smile, except on the lace of a child, is uncommon. They 
tramp along in the dust with little apparent object other than to tramp. Whiibec 
they go, Heaven knows, for they look like men who have been wauaering lor a 
century.” 

Amid scenes like these, stereotyped in the face of tlie country, the 
"’caravan” of British rule in India hobbles on. Extension of commuoi* 
cation through modern roads and railways enables the 
nrobblag administration to intercept the horrors of famine, of 

**shrivelled limbsy sunken eyes of mothers’ shrieks and 

infants’ moans .of the wild confusion in which the 

dead and the dying lie”— ihe horrors of scenes that a British adminis- 
trator of the earliest years of British rule in India, Sir John Shore, 
had depicted of another famine, that’ of 1769-70, less crnel in its 
devastation than that which caused William Digby’s lamentation. And 
to-&y, nearly forty years after, those wandering hosts that Sir 
FredmiiA: Treves noticed, are still with ns ; and the President of the 
In^n National Conmss, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, who has travelled 
over the length and lureadth of India in motor,: rail and throngh the 
airrpenetnittof to all eomere ofilife from Kohat to Dibmgarh, from 
Bawatpindi to Cape Comorin,— he has to say : 

^ hate NM igiio the thiobbliia agony of India’s mssiet, the sail of Ibair {sysi 
tm sdW fnm ibs lactihti tadoos tbw oeciy.” 
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People «od Roverament ere egreed tint thie agony oann«,t eeieiy 
be prolonged* tint the call for relief cannot go anhailcened any 
. longer. “External authority" which retaina control 

^ ^ revenuea of the State hae de- 

dared that **the pro)>l6ai8 of health, education and econo- 
mic well-beiofs*^ must seek remedy from the govermente 
reeponsible to tlie people, the ''provincial antonomy’* governments set np 
under the Government of India Act of 1935 ; that these remedies '*are no 
longer to be had from a third party as a boon to be sought or a concession 
to be wrested/’ The raillery of this arrangement may well deserve 
criticism and condemnation. This also will not solve them* And the 
logic of these developments throws on the people the responsibility of 
their own well-being which no third :party could or would undertake to 
shoulder, could or would only make a pretence of so doing. 

The logic of these developments have forced on us the realisation 
that the man who is known as the ''father of the Indian National 
Congress”, Allan Octavian Hume, was right when he sang in his 
"Old Man’s Hope”— 

“Do ye siiiTcr ? do ye feel 
Degradation ? Undismayed 
Face and grapple with your wrong ! 

By themselves are nations made I 


Ask no help from Heaven or Hell 1 
In yourselves alone seek aid ! 

He that wills, and dares, has all i 
Nations by themselves are made 

This exhortation developed in the first years of the present century 
into the principle and programme of self-help and self-assertion that 
. divided the old and new schools of ]K>litics, Pheroseshab 

m iSlSoIIf Merwanjee Mehta, Surendra Nath Ba oerjea, and Gopal 

made.*' Krishna Gokhale representing the former, Balwantrao 
Gaiigadhar Tilak, Lala.’Lajpat Rai, Bipiu Chandra Pal 
Upadbyaya Brahroabandav and Aiirobindo Ghose the latter. The 
precursor of this '*new departure.” appealing to the feelings, sentiments 
and intellect of the |)cople, and consolidatii^c them into convictions for 
which people were prepared to do and dare, were Vishnu Sliastri 
Cbiplunkar in Maharasthra, Bankim Chandra Cbattopadhyaya, Babindra 
Nath Tagore and Sister Nivedita in Bengal, Dajanaiida Saraswati, 
founder of the Ary a Samnj and Sir Sayyid Ahmed in Northern lodia. The 
virile life in the country, the dynamic personalities, that liave been 
remaking it to-day arc the continuation and culmination of the stir 
of revolution in the region of invisible things started nearly seventy years 
ago. Mahatma Gandhi’s wisdom, Jawahar Lai Nehru’s passion, the call to 
the Muslim flung out by Mahommed Iqbal, nursed on the Koran and on 
the German philosophy of the Soper man, the opportanism of Mohommed 
AH Aimah-^all these personal and impersonal iofluenoes that have been 
ssskfog to remould India to their heatts’ desire may be traced to those 
MWEcee of Ihiht and inspiration. 

13 
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WMlth 


And to^y Cha call bM ffone forth that a physical amalioiatioii of 
the coantry mast precede the boildioK of the city beaatifal and the 
w I u I coantry beaatifal of our dreams. Raral life is poor and 

Rwral Haaltk stricken, physically and mentally. How poor it is census 

reports tell, tell the story of a progressive deterioration. 
In the 1931 censns the numbers recorded of ‘‘earners^’ 
and ** working dependents'' were 15,38^85,890 ; the numbers of *non- 
working dependents" were returned as 19,66,43,667. In the census 
it 1911 are recorded the percentage of persona **gainfally employed" as 
47 ; In 1921 as 46 ; and in the 1931 as 44 per cent. This is tike tes- 
timony to wealth-production progressively diminishing. With regard 
to hedth, the words of Major-General Megaw, who retired from service 
as Director-General of Public Health and Sanitation with the Govern- 
ment of India, should be accepted as a warning. There is difference 
of opinion, said he, as to whether conditions of life have improved or 
deteriorated during the last 50 years ; even conceding that some little 
improvement has taken place, **the existing state of things", said Dr. 
Megaw, *18 so profoundly unsatisfactory that it demands investiga- 
tion and redress." Those who have personal experience of the years, 
the beginning and end of the period, mentioned by Dr. Megaw, they 
can bear witness to this deterioration and may be tempted to use more 
vigorous language. Even at that, things cannot be allowed to worsen. 
Officials and non- officials have awakened to the gravity of the deve- 
lopments. Positive action for the reconstraction of rural life has been 
set in motion, both officially and non-officially ; nutritjon research, 
seeking for the nutritive value of food ordinarily available and enriching 
these with seeds and nuts and fruits within the means of the poorest*— 
this has been engaging the attention of public workers and officials. 
Experiments with food, finding out the vitamin contents and mineral salts 
in the items that go to make up the food ordinarily taken — find their 
protagonists among the leaders of .'constructive nationalism in India ; these 
have justified certain of the old habits of our people, and a recall to 
simpler and more natural ways of life and conduct. Health Exhibitions 
have been seeking to popularise these old but forgotten truths in their 
new garb. Up till now, these have been urban activities. 

And the problem — who will restore health to rural India, return 
wealth to it, increase.* its productive potentialities, give knowledge to 
PAUtfeftior 7*~this is the major problem in India's economic 
C eai to m te social life. One foreign observer, Prof. Basil 

Ravolmioii 7 Mathews (Boston University) in a paper read at the 
East India Association (London) spoke of one conclu- 
sion of his : 


XlBStsd wli^at contradiction on every kind of mind, from the Left wing of the 
ponpess to the siiffcst bureaucrat, la that at this stage ihe mind of India is swing- 
ing from the c^templation of revolution on purely pmitical lines to one that regards 
coMmlo molntlon on Socialist if not even Marxist nrineiple as the main old^to 
of thought and aetion.’* 

The bureaucrat consulted, one of the most experienced who hae 
not allowed files to monopolise his heart and mind, saw no altetnaibo 
]Mvo a awift and potent development of the co-operative mo v e a^i 
a mvelopment of which he was not very optiniiotic owing ^ 
ire aknea a e a, produced throogb cormplion and Inertia." The olfanlMlioa 
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^ the hope ot a peaoefal avololioo In fh« ooanlry laavat the Britbh 
buneoenMsy that atancl over Imperial iotereirts« eerviee intereeti 
and lorrficn capital and trade intereete, ‘"face to faoe with a revolution, 
whether politicid or eeonomtCi that cannot hot overtnm these. How 
fh^ propose to stave off these developments, and the other qnestione 
raised above, these are the two problems that has been testing states- 
manship, Indian and British. The bnreaacracy seem to be banking on 
the hope that **the thrust in of this new economio claim into the 
already established political organisatitms of India'^ will produce a 
a serious controversy with them lining op Indian classes and masses 
into two or more warring groups. The possibility of such a develop- 
ment may encourage the more short-sighted members of the British 
boreaooracy in India. But the more far-sighted of them cannot fail 
to anticipate that such an: alignment of forces but prolongs the trial of 
India, but cannot protect those interests of which they consider them- 
selves to be guardians and trustees in India. It is diflScult to fix on 
any individnid British administrator as the representatives of the latter 
view who has been or can be trusted to work for reconcilia- 
tion^ between Indian self-respect and Britain’s material interests, built 
up in course of these two centuries’ stay in India. 


Students of social and political tendencies aver that the Congress 
acceptance of office after sixteen years of persistent conflict is a sign 
^ that such a development has been at work : Left-wing 

wSS^SSkSk Indian politicians declare that their Bight-wing fellow- 


impnialitBi workers have already succumbed to snch a change ; they 
assert that such an evolution fits in into the stages 
written in their interpretation of social and political transformations, 
and cannot be avoided with all the good-will in the world ; in other 
countries this has been so, in this country it will be so. This drift 


towards safety in compromise with British Imperialism, they suggest, 
has sought for and found its exponent in Mahatma Gandhi. These 
declarations, assertions and suggestions are coloured by a partisan spirit 
and ignore or brush aside the lessons of the work that have helped In& 
in recent times to stand up for her rights. Mahatmaji’s philosophy of 
conduct does not encourage class-conscious activity whether from the 
right or from the left ; his ideas of the relation of India to Britain are 


a reflex of his respect for human nature and faith in it which enabled 
him to say— even during the recent controversy over the demand for 
assurances— that so far as he personally was concerned he would 
unhesitatingly accept ’^Dominion Statin” in the terms of the Statute 
of M’^estminster, that is, "*tho right to secede.’* Temperamentally and 
tdeologi^lly, therefore, Mahatmaji must be working for the solution 
of India*8 problems, political and economic, on lines other Ilian intense 
nationalist or class-conscious conflicts. Knowing all these, India has 
oooepted his leadership, for he is the one man in India now who has 
his fingers ever feeling the pulse of the vast masses of the oouulry aod 
who has developed an nnoanuy skill in sensing their feelings. And it 
is in response to tbeir necessities that he has pertuaded the Congress 
to sanction the*aeoeptance of Hinistriea so that they may have a res- 
fnte from ^die terrible bnsdeoa ihtj carry” ; it is oonsideratioDS like 
these that must have persuaded Pi^t Jawakar Lai Hebm to tolerate 
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the reemion ol the political prinotplet aod polides with which his owe 
poKtiesl life has been boand op* growing and strengthcniDg with their 
growth and strength. Imperialist interests or indigenous class interests 
may seek to exploit the present halcyon days ; but this opportunism 
of theirs is unavoidable, and fight with it cannot be avoided. 


Left-wing tactics seem to suggest that this conflict should be inten- 
sified, a running fight continued against all vested Interests, alien or 
^ „ native. Orievances are there, have been there in modern 

iSmiii * Industries, as jute and cotton, in rural life amo^ ^pea- 

GffWvaacM sants. The new constitotional changes bringing in *pro- 

vincial autonomy’’ Governments coincided almost in time 


with a phenomenal wave of labour unrest, of strikes and lock-outs, in 


industrial centres as far apart as Calcutta in the east, Bombay in the 
west, Madura in the south and Gawopore In the north. Inteipreters 
of this unrest who say that acceptance of Ministerial responsibilities 
on behalf of the Congress has encouraged it, as also unrest in the country- 
side, miss the significance ti the strike and lock-out among the Jute 
Mill workers in Beiqsal vdiere a stable non-Congress Ministry has been 
in charge since April 1. 1937, the day on which these Govern- 


ments were inaugurated. At the end of April, there was strike in 
about 40 mills and the number of operatives affected was 2,00.000. 
The Chief Minister of Bengal, Moulvi Fari-ul-Huq at the beginning 
of the strike opined that ^there has never been anything like a rem 
economic basis for these strikes, and now, at any rate, they are ad- 
mittedly being used by Communist leaders to .pave the way for a re- 
volution in India’’ ; auter a two months’ stiuggle when the strike was 
called off on assurances given, the Bengal Chief Minister conceded— 
‘'Many of the grievances of the Labourers are such as can reasonably 
be admitted to be gennioc.” These two declarations can be 


regarded as interpreting the truths of labour unrest in India. 
It must also be recognised that there was a coherent and 


unified plan behind the apparently spontaneous and disconnected 


fibnllitioDS of labour temper, resi^disg to a common ius- 
piralioD of common grievances. And judging by the results, hastened 
the assumption of oflBoe by Congressmen la six provinces, the 
stiategy cannot be said to have mis^ the arm. Something tangible 
1ms been gained to make the life of labour easier ; some promises have 
yet to be redeemed. Grievanees of Kisaos— spedally in the provinces, 
Bengal, Sibar, Orissa, and parts of the Unlt^ Piovuioes where Per- 
manent Settlement of land revenue has been dominating rural life — and 
the burden of debt that has been pressing all hope oot of the men in 
the countryside — ^all these grievances demanded relief. One instance 
from a single province can be taken as representative of conditions 
throughout the whole of India. In Madras Sir John Nicholson found 
in 1895 the imeniturist debt to be Bs. 45 crores ; in 1930, the Bank- 
ing Enquiry Committee found it to be Bs. 150 crores ; Mr. Sathia- 
natban, I. C. 8., speofadbr deputed to inquire into the problem, found 
in 1985 this debt to be Bs. 200 crores ; he estimate the avenige 
annual ioeome per bend of the mnl .'populatioo to be Bs. ll-12ae. nod 
the debt per hm to be Be. 42. The pfovioee consists mainly of 
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Byotwari lioldinss. Tiie history of theao dobts, m comraonted on in 
(b« Indian Central Banking ^qiiiry Committea Majority Report, thrown 
)«bt on an nepeet of Indian nocial life that wa* both itn ntroniith and 
wcakneaa. The report found 

**GkHdreii boro in debt tod rngkioff every feetible effort to pny the debt of 
fathers and forefathers. The social tradifion and the oostom of snooeediof feoera* 
tioos aohaowledftiog aod payine the debts of forefathers have been esaltedT into a 
legal doctrine of the * pious obligation/* to pay an ancestors* debt, enforceable in 
courts of law. Kven when no assets pass and debts ere not legally inherited, the 
debt is generally treated by the son or the heir as a debt of honour by foroe of 
tradition.” 

Even before the new "*nuionotuy” Ooveromonts began to work, 
Debt Redemption Acte had been passed ; debts had been scaled down, 
and relief sought and given oiider the sanction or iireestiro 
of the law. Tlie promises made In the Election Manifeetoes by 
different groups of politicians, seeking the suffrages of people, the 
majority of them debtors, roused hopes that the new Oovernments 
would bring relief to them. Those hopes could not be brushed aside 
with aafety. Those promises and those hopes are the seed-plots of 
the unrest that prevails in rural India to-day. 

The Blesses and strains under which India’s internal economy has * 
been working have been, in other forms and shapes, the common lot of 

India’s cvciy human society in every age and every clime. But, 

**Fnffvitn India has her ’’foreign relations.” not in (he accepted 

Relations'' Sense of the terms, however* because India is not a 

free and independent country. The ’’foreign relations” 
that arc the subject- matter of the discoss'on in these pages wHl be 
concerned with countries which Indian labour and Indian capital have 
helped to develop. Thc^ nearest of them whicb till 31st March, 1937, 
was H province of British India, bigger than any Indian province, 
was Burma, There are more than 10 lakhs of persons either domiciled 
HI Burma or originating from some Indian province, the greater number 
t>f >wh«m are labourers; more than 10 orores of Indian capital is 
engaged in Burma’s industrial and agricultural finance. ^Fhis capital, 
(he major portion of it, is supplied by tbe Nattiikottai Cbetty com- 
munity of iSoitCh India. The Indian labouring population come mostly 
fAinil Nad aod the Andhra De.sa. There is an agricultural colony 
Chat was established by a gentlr^mnn from Bc*har, the colonists being 
^icmltunsts from the sime province ; other agriculturists come from 
™ district of Chittagong in Bengal. These iion-Burman elements in 
xsunnoMs social economy has not been, aod perhaps never can be. 
acsimilatod therein ; they have remained targets of attack by the 
Hidigciioiis population. The Cbetty.9 are money-lenders ; and the 
Jndwii labourers compete in the labour market with the native 
isurman, though tbe statement is justified that Indisn labour 
nnf * am?® *** labour market which Burman labour has 

^ A supply. Indian edneated men who 

» - Burma as lawyers and Oovernincut oflicers compete 

Buraati intMUgentsicu Thus all the factors of a keen 
A*"® pwscot there, and jealousy, liatred and 
I**”®®* Fond, are rampant in Bnrma. Dlscri- 

•Ruinst ludiana are motived by economic reasoost aud this will 
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InenMe m ^ jrem pMt» OKlHag fOKUi daauid far npriMi front tlio 
TbAob nid^ niniMl i^doat Bonui rieo, Borm* nrood Bad Bonaa dl« 
la Coyloa, aaotbor aeig^iboar of ladia, the faeton of ladiaa oaidlBl 
aad ladiaa ednoatad awa are abaeat ; the connpalitioB of 6 laUia of 
Ifam kboor in a aora point with tiie indiKenooe popalatioo ; ladiaa 
labonr anigratioa ia natraiaed, and aziatiag Indian laboar ia diao^ 
nimtad againat in the matter of rnral franehiao for looal hodiaa, 
eafling forth from the Indian aida repriaal aguoat the import of Cay- 
l<maae copra and other prodaota. Thia, in a nnt^ell, ia ladia’a relation 
with her near neighbonra. 


In Africa, in thoae regiona which belong to the Britiah Eminre, 
the Indian position ia beat expressed in ue words of Oeneral Smnts, 


Boa r Bt l toa 


one of the makers of the Union of Sooth Africa — In 
South Africa we cannot afford to give coloured peoples 
the same footing as the white. Oor equality is based 
fundamentally on the doctrine that in Church and State 


between white and coloured peoples there can be no equality.^' The 
population census of the Union throws on this stand-point a light 
not very pleasing. The whites in South Africa number 20 lakhs* 
mostly beloo^ng to British and Dutch stock* the latter predominatiiig ; 
the Bantus* a Negro people* number 6^ lakhs ; other coionred peoples* 
incloding Indians* number 10 lakhs. In Kenya the stand-point of 
whitemanity is more crudely eipresscd—^British supremacy means 


not merely supremacy of the British Power* but supmoacy 
of the British community over other communities.” In Fiji* the 
Indian population is 79*000* the indigenuous population is 
60*000, the Europeans* 4.000 only, ruling and dominating. In 
Mauritius* in Trinidad, in British, New Guinea where Indians have 
made good their success has made them a point of attack. And 
those among us who have crossed the seas and sought fortunes in 
other lands find their petition growing increasingly untenable ; and* to 
quote the words of Sir Cowasiee Jehangir as president of the annual 
conference of the Liberal Party* they **send us a pathetic cry 
for relief.” And India looks helplessly on. She who has not regained 
her own self-respect in Ler own home-land, cannot maintain it abroad. 
So* every problem of Indian life, internal or external* revolves round 
the problem of Swaraj, the symbol of the **8elf-re8pect” of a people. 


Whether it is in the internal or in the external concerns of India* 
the British Government, *'the external authority” of Sir John 
^ Anderson, thus finds itself off and on stumbling on the 

sensitiveness of the Indian people, on their 

yafknew nistipnal *'self-re8pect.” British statecraft would like to 
cover op the traces of the activities of this * authority” 
by seeking to tiurow on the so-called "'provincial autonomy” Govern- 
ments the responribility for the activities that intimately touch on 
their daily life, Ibir health, wealth and for education and enlin^enment. 
This is a variant of the tactics that ruled Roman imperialism in the 
days of its decay— ^ve the people a few crumbs of breed and keep 
their minds diverteo by drouses. Let Indian thou^t bb exclusively 
boncerned with meliorative activities while the self-respect” of the 
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InOiii pmuh AoM be lo tiie nfe keepiof of *eileniM MlbeiilBr^ 
TUe dMiioii of work hM never eppeeied lo tte eoneoieaee of ew 
people for any length of time and they hava ever pre fe rred dmir eom 
to wealth and happineee as the world geoerally mideratinde and 
values these . This is one aspeot et Britisk polley in India. The 
other has refereooe to tbe developments in Bniope and la the 
Mediterranean reipon oonfrootbg the Empire with proUenM that 
demand eonoentration and not dispersal of eneigieo» seMog the 
imperial honsehold in order. Abyssinia and Spun have tasted 
Britain's centuries-old experience as an imperialist 8tate» and fonnd 
it wanting ; its flirtation with Nasi dipiomscy has cooled friendship 
wiA France without compensating warmth from Oermaoy. The 
Anglo-Oerman naval understanding, an Anglo Oerman repndmtion 
of the naval terms of the Versailles Treaty was arrived at wMkmt 
consultation with France or without adequate appreoiatien of her 
interests ; as a reaction to which France winked at ltaly% encroach* 
ments on the ataina quo in the Mediteraoean region threatening 
Britain's hitherto undisputed supremacy^-strategio aM diplomatioHn 
what has been called her "*life line." The world has^ learnt to aooapt 
the immutability of the fact— ‘Britain has been insisting on its 
acceptance— that Britain's right of way to the Bash to her 
Empire in India r nd the near islands, to her economic strong-holds in 
Chinai to her kinsmen in Australia lay through this inland sea and the 
Sues Canal, and that this right of way must be secured agabst all 
chances of interference or apprehensions of attack. To this necessity 
of the British Empire Egypt for more than half a century has been a 
hostage and victim ; to this necessity the Turkish Empire owes Its 
disruption, and the Arab principalities and kingdoms owe their rise 
and fall ; to this necessity Emir Hussain, Sheriff of Mecca, was sacri- 
ficed and Emir Ibn Saud of the central Arabian desert owed his 
d<'velopment into the king of what is called Ihudi Arabia to-day ; Co 
this necessity the British eothusiasm for the National Home* of the 
Jews in Palestine owed not a little of its growth ; to this necessity the 
babble of a new ''Middle Eastern Empire’' owed its stirring in the 
ever fertile brain of Mr. Winston Churchill ; and it was the inspiration 
of such a necessity that impelled His Highness the Aga Khan to 
sketch that scheme of a ''South- Western Asiatic ^ Federation" with 
India included in it under the hegemony of Britain. The rise a^ 
growth of Arab Nationalism, of Persia under Hcza Eban Pelhavi, have 
pricked many of these bubbles, not before, however, British tax-payers 
with the frustrations of 20 lakhs of British men, women and yontbs 
in the bosom of their society, were forced, unknowingly, to 'contribute 
not less than a hundred crores of rupees towares financing these mad 
adventures. And Mussolini's bombast has pricked the rest And the 
world is not far wrong when it interprets in these a retreat on the 
part of Britain's imperial pride. 


India may understand the implications of this retreat, and its logut 
Bot India wonld be wrong,— and India is not going to go wrong qf 
ladia't awengUi can afford to go wrong— if it hoped to build its own 

i, - Bwaraj on the weakness of the imperialist Power Chat 

Mias Hspa holding her down these two centuries. And 
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duH Iiidui wai not baildioK on anj ealcnlaltOD of firitaiti'a atrength 
or weakoasTt but on the inner neeeaaity of her own being, her 
Uetorf of the lapt oentaiy bean witnesa, — the Uatory of dee- 
tm^on and conatroction, of her atrngglea and oonfliota with her own 
weakneaaea, and with the principlea and policea of Britiah admin! aira- 
tlon iff* the country. Enlightened influencea have been at work 
oiggniaing and consolidating the awakened feelings and sentiments of 
thm people and hardening these into convictions and activities that have 
ever been the support of national strength, (he cement of 
uadonal cohesiveoess, the shield and bulwark of national 

interests amid the conflicts and competitions of life. Individuals and 
institutionB have been striving this century and more to awaken the 

K ple to a sense of ttieir own responsibility for the building up of a 
ler life for themselves, to rouse In them the consciousness of their 
own strength and the assurance of their success ; constructive 
nationalism has been taking the people through the onicible 

of sufferings and sacrifices to test this strength and to transmute it into 
the reqniira mettle so that when trial comes the posseesors of this 
strengA may stand their ground and hold their own. The bst fifteen 
years have been years of training and trial. Taking them all in all, 
the people have come out of these, purified and strengthened, disci- 
plbm and wide-vietoned. Hopes and disappointments have taught 
them lesaons of life, and lessons that can be leant ouly in the school 
of fsilqre. And they face the future impelled by hopes, hopes 
ttogueoehaUe by failures. These have been put hy Babindra Nath 
Taforr- Ae teachings of these hopes and disappointments in the 
prayer ; 

honour com to ae horn Ihee 
Through a call to some flesperste task ; 

Is the pride of iwigasBt stmertng, 

Lull me not to isiigaid deesmt; 

Shake Bse out of this cringing in the dunt. 

One of the lerters that ehsrkit our mind ; 
lltke Intde own destiny, 

Oitt of the nnressou lost bends our dignity dnwn 
Under the indiserimioste feet of dictsfors, 

Hhauer this eg^long shame of ours, 

And imae oor aesd 
Into the bondlesB 
Into the f^nerons light* 

Into the air of freedom t 

-^Speeiaily coniributtd by Srifut Sureett Chumha Ih v. 
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Plroceedings ot the C>iiiieil 

SMiM— N0W DeUii^lSllL Pebniary to Siii;: Ap^ 

Ihe naif aanloa of the Ooonoil of State oommenoed its Boidget sssslon at New Dellii 
ea the IM. Fdhreanr 1SS7. the lobby bastled with aotifitj and there was himy re- 
vnloB of old members who were introdooed to esoh other. In poftoaoee of the pre* 
▼ions praotioeb the Seoretary to the Oooiioil read a notifioation issaod by the Go?er- 
nor-Qmral impoiatiiig Sir Mamekii Dadabhoy as President Thereafter members, 
who numbered about 40 headed hj Sir ICaneo^'i, took the oath of allsglanoe wh^ 
took aai hour. The Seoretary then plaoed on the table of the Ooonoil bills passed hy 
the Assembly. 

Sir QutkH§ Chief Commissioner of Bailwm read Bodget eattamtes in 

rsspeot of the CUilways. The Oonnoil then adjourned nil the 90th. Abmarj. 

Dncossioa on Bailwst Budoit 

20lh. nBRUARY :*-The Connoii of State held general diaonmion on tiie JtaQwaj 
Bodget to-day. 

Mr. Bamdas Bmiatu opening the debate insisted on the need for gonnlne 
measure of reform whereby the lerel of earnings would be raised and the aoale el 
working costs rednoed, In other words, greater effloienoy and less waste. Bat, he 
said, there was not mnoh evidenoe of any such measnres being in oontampla- 
Son. On the other hand, the demand for a change in the system had been amt by 
profision lor setting np a Statntory Board, or Federal authority, which woold be 
nee from control of the Federal Bailwaj authority, which would be free from 
control of the Federal Bzeoutive as well as of the Federal Legislatnre. So the 
aaaioh towards bringing the Bailway administration under national control was taking 
the opposite direction. 

As regards the Baii-Boad oompetitioa, Mr. Pantulu said that the case of Bailways 
could not command much sympathy unless and until they made the transport 
system and freights and fares more elastic and better suited to the changing 
economic needs of the people. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Bamaaran Daa entered an emphatic protest against inelusion 
of Mr. Chedle, representative of the 8oath*African Bailway in the We^wood 
^mmittee. The ^nth-Afrioan Bailway system was much smaller and more efficient 
the Indian system and the Government action injured Indian feelings consider- 
ably. and it was indeed a reflection on the must effioient engineering and other 
services on Indian Railways. He asked if South Africa, , which persecuted Indians, 
would consent to have an Indian on a similar committee of enquiry into the work- 
ing of South African Railway. Referring to the loss of strategic lines, he stressed that 
correct accounting demanded that it should be debited to defence budget. 

Mr. i?. B, Parker dealt in detail with what he described as inaccuracies resulting 
from the present method of calculating depreciation^ and proceeded to urge a 
revision ot the separation convention. He did not think it sufficient to deal with 
debt due to the depreciation fund and arrears of contributions to general revenues by 
themselviS, without reviewing completely the terms of that convention, and he 
hoped that Government would indicate their intention on that m in issue. 

Mr. N. N. Stnka expressed himself strongly against Railway’s liabilities to the 
depreciation fund and to general revenues being wiped off. 

lir. P. N. 8apru emphasised the necessity of Railways beginning, as early as 
possible, their contribution to general revenues for, according to Sir Otto Niemeyer, 
on this depended the hope of the provinces getting their income-tax. 

Referring to recent B. N. B. strike, Mr. Sapru complained that the strike was 
unduly prolonged and little effort was done to terminate it by the application of the 
ftades Disputes Act, with the result that the Industry, particularly in Northern 
India, considerably suffered owing to coal shortage. 

Mr. AToltUer dealing with the toad-raii problem said that in a vast country like 
India there was full seope lor all amans of transport 
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Beferriog to foreign oommittee of tilio Bailwaj enmity, ho intered &al fti 
personnel wasideoidod by White Hill completely disrogtroiog tho oliimi of ladlnn 
experts. 

Findit Birdaynath Ktaum said that trade deiareetion which started In iM wu 
not only the oanao for the deplorable state of Bailwny finance and indeed uere 
were several factors in the internal working of railways which rednoed rauway 
finance to its present perilous situation. , . . 

Gontinuing PaniH Kunzru referred to the proposal to hand over 1 and two* 
third orores. to Burma at the time of separation as its share in the* depreoiauon 
fund. He, on tho other hand., asserted that India owed nothing to Burma and this 
burden was being unnecessarily saddled on India and It was entirely inequitable. 

I^dit Kunzru then dealt with the road-rail competition and urged that railways 
should treat customers civilly and make travel more oomfortable to attract passengers. 
He himself had seen third class trmns running without lights and it had been 
alleged that goods wagons were used for carrying passengers. 

Mr. Hussain Imam strongly obieotod to the proposal to pay 1 and two-third 
crores to Burma and declared that tho amount would roally be paid from an 
imaginary non-existent fund. Burma railways had run at a loss of 430 lakhs during 
the past seven years aud he asked who was going to pay it back. 

Mr. Nixon^ replying to tho criticism of the proposal to pay I and two-third 
crores to Burma, pointed out that Burma railways oost 35 orores and the present pro* 
posal meant that the Government of*(ndia were selling it at 35 minus 1 and two-third 
crores, or practically at Iho cost price. There were one or two other lines in India 
which they would like to got rid of on the same basis. 


Question or PiuviLEGE»or Members 

25tb. FEBRUARY When tho Conncil of State mot this morning the Indent, 
Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy anouuced that Mr. Eamdas Pantulu bad given notice of jm 
adjourument motion for tbo purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent imlMto 
importance, namely preventing an honourable member of the house, Mr. B. ffiyam, 
from discharging his duties here by refusing to give him adjournment of b| 
the city Magistrate of Akola, oven for a short time in tho case ponding against him 
in connection with prosecution for sedition launched against him for au elootlon 

speech. ^ ^ Sfaxicell^ Secretary, Home Department, took objection to iho motion 
inder the legislative rules, as tho subject matter was under adjudioation In a court 

The President said that ho could not accept Mr. Maxwell’s suggestion, as the rule 
quoted related to civil suits and not criminal proscentiqn, and held the motion per- 
fectly in order. Sir Dadabhoy quoted a precedent to support his view nammy on 
the 29th January 1935, tho President of tho Assembly took the same view when a 
similar motion was brought forward regarding the detention of Mr. 8mt Cbarora 
^se. However, as objection was taken by tho Government he would like to know 
if there were the requisite fifteen members, provided under the rules, in favour 
of the motion being admitted. As only eight members stood up, the motion was 
dropped, the President remarking *‘I am sorry. I cannot allow it.” 

Toe Conncil quickly passed three official bills sent from the Assembly^ naiUOT* 
the Bills amending the Electricity Act and the Boilers Act and tho Orimmal Pro- 
cedure Code. 


Discussion on^Draft Convxntion 


There was keen discussion on the resolution moved by Mr. A. (7. Clow, 
Secretary, Industries and Labour Department, recommending non-ratifioaUon of tne 
draft convention concerning annual holidays with pay for industnid workms, 
adopted at the twentieth session of the International Labonr Oonferenoe. PemajOly, 
said Mr. Clow, he was profoundly convinoed that tbo workers should have oolidays 
with pay. Officers and other class of Government employees needed snob rjfiL and 
fiSiniiliir iiolidays in the case of industrial workers would be to their 


principle bnt there were many practicM difficnlties in the way given eff^ to tM 
convention which embraced a cumbrous list of indnstries. The Oovernmrat wmw of 
the opinion t^t there should be no reservstioD in the matter. Either they diould 
ratify the Convention wholly or they j^onld not ratify it at EnforosMif^of 
convention of this kind thronghont India would firstly involve immmiso dlmonltlie 
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ill ilf adaiaiffinlloB 4Bd, MomuUT enbiil aa anonDona axpe&dilafa. 6m te i 

Mt ariih te tlM ooBfaBtiott womd be aatiraly nnnriBeial and it wodd ba aiMr an 
tha 1 ^ of tha Ooaonmiant of India to impoaa a bbrdan bj atatnla. It waa 
niaaeitl j donbtfol iiov far tha new local Oofammenta ooidd be nrapaiad to nndar- 
toto to tranilato the prcwoaala in the oonTontioD. HowoTar^ Mr. VUm waa piapaiad 
to make a leferanee to the Frovinoial Gofornmeiita for any action on the tinea ang« 
gaatod in the oonvention. 

Hr. P. Ns Stipru laid that in a hot oonntry like India where working hoars 
were long, hcdidays lor workers were most essential and the objeet of Che draft 
ooBTentiOB was.to seenie to a wide class of workers some annoid holiday with pmr. 
He Idled to nnderstaad the practioal diffionlties narrated by Mr. Cum, U the 
Gofernment wanted to do something for the workers they ooud certainly classify 
those indosties to which they conld apply the convention. 

Referring to the recent proposal of the Oovernment to bring forward in fntnre 
before the House only sooh draft conventions to which they could give effeot| Mr. 
Siwru said that such a course was the curtailment of the rights of the House enjoyed 
nnlnternipted during the last fifteen years. He elaborately went into the historical 
baekgronnd stressing that tiie Invaluable right was vested in the Indian legislatore 
through a resolution amved by - the Oovernment spokesmen in 1911 in both the 
Houses. Since then numerous draft conventions were discussed either for ratifica- 
tion or nonratification and they had derived immense benefit by such discussions. 
The present proposal would not oe helpful. 

Pandit Bndayanath Kunxru further strengthened the arguments of Mr. Sapm 
that there was nothing to prevent to give effect to the proposals in a few selected 
undertakings and see if the enforcement of the convention was not possible in 
respect of them. He failed to see the consistency while expressing prefund sympathy 
with the working qlus^and refusing; to do anythiiig in the matter. 


Proceeding Pandit Kunzru said that a change of procedure proposed to be followed 
by the Oovernment without giving sufficient warning to the House of the change of 

S rooedure was entirely unjustified. He wondered what would be the position after 
lie Federation whether the question of ratification or non-ratification of these con- 
ventions would rest with the popular Government or the Qovernor-Oeneral. Tho 
present curtailment of the right of the house, therefore, created norvonsness in the 
minds of non-officials. He opined that the change of procedure suggested would 
result In serious injustice to those workers, most of whom they professed to protect 


Mr. Ramdaa Pantulu suggested the Government to bring forward a resolution 
before the House on such a vital question and humorously remarked that the non- 
officials who were enjoying iu Delhi many holidays with pay, would not grudge the 
trouble involved. (Laughter). 

Mr. 0/otc, replying, said that surely he did not wish to deny that discussion of 
these oonventions resulted in no useful purpose in the past In fact the opposition 
objection to the new procedure was unjustified inasmuch as they would still* be 
submitting these conventions before the House. Hence there was no question of any 
right being taken away from the Council. But he pointed out that there were a 
few matters in which such discussion in the Indian Legislature was entirely 
infrnotuons. He was sure that even those countries, which gave effect to these 
oonventions did not do so by bringing forward all of them before their respective 
procedure. He pointed out that there was no difficulty, for non-officials themselves, 
to take the initiative to move a resolution. 

Mr. Glow’s resolution was adopted. 

On tho motion of Sir JagadUh Praaad the House adopted a resolution making 
lawful migration to Burma of unskilled workers subject only to the restrictions in 
force immediatoly before the commenceifient of the new Government of Burma Act 

The House adjourned till the 27th. when the Finance Secretary made the general 
budget statement. 


Gissral Disoussiox of Buooet 

4lh. MARCH The Council of State met this morning tor the genets] disonsslon of 
the Budget. Mr. Bnsai, opening the discussion, said that the Finance Member had grappled 
with the financial situation with oourage and imagination. The speaker was afnid 
that in thz budget stotoment the Finance Meoiber would reveal a fresh taxation 
over a vast field. But that aj^reheusion to his pleasant surprise had proved untrue. 
It was due to the foresight el the Finance Member in having created a revaane 
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rwe m nMch. to b» oertrin, wwd Oaiitai^ aBd wea artanw iy. Uk, 

Bm oannmaM th* Post and Sslatnplii XMMrtmeat wiu^ he.opiMd, w«« aw 
■Oft aflittMOy nm dapartaaent and waa amama te pablio opiato. ^ w ww 
fnah taaattoa. Mr. Baau aaid that both hwretaa in angar aadaa and dutj oo ailm 
lud hit wholentiittd tnoDort. .. a 

Sir FkinM Mima snmsted thift he would weloome it fatore tome 
in the Flnaiiee Member’s oadget stetement of the ererege inoome of PyPj* JJ®. "Sr 
they oodld know whether the oonntry was pregressiim or not. He sdd that ^e 
and Industry had widted too long for the removal of^ per cent 
inoome and snpertaz. On the other hand ^e Finanoe Mmber oommitted “•J. 
the mistake of restoring five per cent out on salaries of t^vernment servants there- 
by benehtting Government servants and not the genoral publio. a • li. 

Sir Phiroze Sethna wanted to quote opinion of a newspaper in sunport of WJ 
view but the President hold that be could not quote from a newspaper oeoause, said 

the President, it was not the praotioe in the Gounoil to do so. . 

Proceeding, Sir Phiroze Sethna said that the increase in sugar 
everywhere with great alarm. It was a serious mistake to put fmher ImdioM fm 
the industry which was in its infancy, flo was glad, however, thw postal raisin 
respect of book packets had been reduced but he wanted that pMt^e on fosiqaras 
was also reduoeo. Goncluding, Sir Phiroze Sethna strongly objected to heavy, mili- 
tary expenditure and wanted more money to be spent on eduoation. 

Mr. Ramda$ Panialu said that Sir Jamea Grigg’a apaeoh waa oooara^pB of tte 
fact that he waa a firitiah Aitent and that hia apeeoh wu a propasanda in wannr 
of British interests. The rural grant of last year was now exposM as an emaon 
stunt. The explanation of decreased revenue lay in the continued depression ind 
infSvourable ratio and not, as Sir James asserted, in the restriction amnst ruw 
indebtedness. A legislation of this nature was insincere and an attempt by dviu 
provincial ministries to catch votes in provincial eleotioos. Mr, Pantaln empwiM 
that the unfavourable ratio maintained for rupee was primarily mponsible for the 
falling off in export trade and urged that the Government should seriouly omidar 
the reduction of ratio to Is and 4d. Foreign commitments had, on Sir James Griggs 
own admission, been greatly reduced and could no longer be advanced as a reason 
for maintaining the existing ratio. . x. i ^ 

Mr. Hossain Imam said that the. anti-national character of the « 

this oonntry was very early seen in very unsatisfwtory taxrtion ®|5 

James Grigg had to oast aside all caution and restraint with which be bad started 
and everywhere a policy of opportunism was visible. The spmb M the 
Finance Member lacked statesmanship in handling the finances of a huge 
but was more or less an auditor’s report of company s ^*oonn^. He Btrmsw 
in order to counter- balance India’s sterling commitments of oyer ^* 40 ororm BncM 
must purchase increased qualities of Indian exports, otherwise India would not oe 
’ able to make up much of her deficits. , ^ 

Beferrine to lorn, the speaker bop^ that Sir Janus Orm 
departure in the policy and try to reduce ^rling loane whene w oc^ on 
He opined that by raising rupee loans and by the reduction 
they Wld be increasing the purchasing power of the people and put Idle money 
in oiro^ation within the country 
Mr. Mekto, 
for relief after 

Sj&h".dnot‘be?nV»ero^«r 

(rfpoopte^ ^bM but remained bureaucratic in ita ouUook. ^ 

pond on statistics bnt on sympathetic contact b^ween lan^iyers ana peoploi 
Pandit Krnnsru oritlofsed 

available in the revenue reserve fund. On this *®^ ^ 

her had concealed the true position and he was forced to the opnolusloii^that to 

real deterioration waa mnoh greater tto P'5?!?* alS'jm^OrL^lmd’Sd UuSt 
Supporting his action in enhancing the silver dn^ Sir James GrM had aaid tliat 
rei^imMrtB of silver indioeted a ■;re»ival of the boarding babit ofUio poople. 

Lata Jiamsarandas also ** 

bo called anH-Indlaniaatioii. To iUnsfrate'Itjlm id>^ tturt agrf^tto dawego 
Of last year in Viceroy 8 oonunissioned ofllqm, oM96 ollloeri,TOr 0 _wa 8 aii .in- 
iralyof ie Indian oonuaissioaed 



disposing of the sum 
' ^inanoe Mem- 


That allowed that Indianisation 


n 


SHE OOUNOIL OF STAIB [jhwdklbi- 

wat a myth. Lida Ramaaraadas did not grad^ the duty oa silver, hat strongly on 
sugar. If ho were asked how to meet the deficit, his reply was to inorease the im- 
port duty on tohaeoo and aniline dyeH and also on cotton hosiery. 

Sir James Origg was applauded when he rose to reply to the debate, fie said 
that he would deal only with more Important points in the debate. Mr. Pantulu 
had levelled the now familiar accusatioa that the speaker was an agent of British 
Oommerce. Sir James said that after some recent research among Parliamentary 
expressions, he would call the acensation "terminological ioexaotitnde*’ (laughter). 
Replying to «Mr. Pantuln's question, why the Government should not assist 
sn^r export. Sir James Origg said tliat the Indian price was a sinmle 
one, that the Indian price was more than double the competitive prices. The 
Finance Member pointed out that world condition did not permit redaction in the 
army expenditure and showed that in the last three years the Indian military ox- 
pendituro had proportionately decreased compared with the expenditure in other 
parts of the Empire. 

Referring to the contention that the silver duty amounts to a tax on capital de- 
terient to saving and should have been replaced by a tax [on (gold, the Finance 
Member said that ho could regard with equanimity a tax on hoarded and unremu- 
neratve capital. It would have the effect of directing saving into more profitable 
channels. Sir James Grigg said that Mr. Hossain Imam had raised many points of 
substance, but it was a fallacious argument to suggest that because the Exchequer 
was full in a lean year and empty in a prosperous year, that budget was anti- 
national. Oincluling Sir Jarnea Grtpp thanked the House for the rear pleasure ho had 
experienced of hearing something pleasant about] the budget. One member suggested 
that the budget should be framed on popular lines. Ho suggested that no budget 
was popular, but some wore less disliked than others and tne one he had just pre- 
sented could bo numborod among the less disliked (applause). 

Mr, P, N. Sapru said that the Finance Member had left unanswered their basic 
objection to the budget proposals. Despite the admission by 8ir James Grigg that 
the silver duty was a duty of capital, Mr. Bapru felt that U was admittedly a tax on 
the poor. Development of the sugar industry had done g;ood to the country in vari- 
ous direotious and an enhancement of the excise at the juncture would retard the 
progress of the industry. If, as was argued, there was over production, Mr. Bapru asked 
why did they not adopt compulsory rations when there was an increase of twenty lakhs. 
Referring to the defence oxpendrtnre Mr. Sapru argued that the separation of Burma 
bad not in any way rcducea the defence expendituie. On the other hand this year 
alone there was an inorease of twenty lakhs. He suggested that at least the cost of 
5, (XX) British troops bo borne by Burma. This would not be unreasonable, as Bnrma 
had a surplus of two orores this year. Furthermore, Burma was conquered by 
Indian money and now that Burma was separated Burma should make some contri- 
bution to the Indian Exchequer. He asked if Burma would share the capitation 
charge and how, fir. Sauru concluded that so long as India was not directly respon- 
siblo for her foreign polioy they would be justified in asking for drastic redaction 
in the military expoaditure. 

Gontemft . or Goubts Act 

M. MARCH In the Gounoil of State to-day Mr. Williams^ Secretary to 
the Legislative Department, moved consideration of the Ointempt of Courts Act 
(amendment) Bill, which provides that a High Court shall not impose sentence of 
six months for auy contempt either in respect of itself or of a court subordinate 
to it. This amondmont has been found necessary in view of the interpretation 
of the Laholb High 0)urt in the case of lAla Harkishen Lai that newer of 
punishment provided in sootion 3 of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1026, applied 
only to subordinate courts and that a High Court possessed inherent power to 
pass an unlimited sentence. 

Mr. Sapru remarked that contempt of law was in many respects archaioh and 
was too wide. Sven six months’ sentence was a very long period. 

Sir Pavtd JMsadoss^ a retired Jadge of the Madras Blch Court, on the other 
hand opposed the measure, pointing out that because of the eolita^. instance of 
the Lahore High Court powers of all High Courts were eoimht to be ourtailecU 
The Government should not rush ia tikis mauner. He furtiier added that whenevar 
an aooused person apologised and purged- of his contempt a High Court roa^ 
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aoooptad and teleased him and there had been no single insthnoe daring the last 
150 years that anywhere an aooased was kept in prison for more than sii months. 

.Mr. Aorpm emphasised that apology foroed oat of an aooased person onder 
pain of imprisonment ooald not be oonsidered genainely tondered and this has In no 
way enhanoed the prestige of a High OOort 

. air, Williamg replying to £e debate said that the Oovornment's original 
mtention of the enaotment of the 192& Aot was to restrict powers of High Ooarts 
in the pnnishment of any contempts whether themselves or of ooarts sabordinate 
to them. The present amendment was giving effeot to that intention beyond doubt. 
The Bill was passed. 


Bo4d Fomo 

Mr. A. Clow moved a lengthy resolution relating to the administration of the 
road-fond, which was passed in the Assembly. The resolution seeks to oontinue 
•two annas extra duty oa petrol and the proceeds thereof would be applied for 
f purposes of road development. Interalia, it lays down that the portions allooated 
lor the provinces would be retained by the Central Government until they would 
actually reauire for expenditure in the agreed manner. The Qovernor-Oeneral-in- 
Counofl shiui have the power to resume the whole or part of any sums in any 
murtioular province if it failed to comply with the recommendations of the 
Qovernor-Oenersl-in-Oounoil for regulation and control of motor vehicles within 
the province. Mr. Glow briefly giving a history of the road development fund 
explained the salient features of the proposed resolution. He stressed how this 
road fund had been useful in building a network of roads Jinking together the 
various parts of the country where railways had not yet penetrated. Mr. dow 
deprecated the tendency in some quarters, while discussing the question, 
unnecessarily to bring in the oontroversy involved in the road-rail problem. Over 
a great part of road there was no oompetition, and let not this conflict obscure 
the great work of road development 

There was general support to the resolution. Bai Bahadur Lain Bamsarandaa 
and Mr. Bamdas Pantulu opposed it, stating that the action of the Government 
in restricting powers of Provincial Governments was unwise and inopportune at a 
time when provincial Governments were about to become autonomous. 

Mr. Parker moved an amendment that the Qovernor-Oeneral-in-OounoU shall 
give Looal Governments six months’ notice of his intention to resume any such 
sum before doing so. 

Mr. Clow assured Mr. Parker that the Central Government would not take such 
an action without notice. 

The amendment was withdrawn and the original resointion was passed. The Council 
then adjourned till March 9. 

official Bills Passed 

9th. MARCH :^The Council State held a brief silting to-day, lasting forty 
minutes, when two oflicial Bills, namely, tho Tea Oese Act Amendment Bill and 
the Limitation Act Amendment BUI wore passed. These were already passed 
by tho Assembly. The Tea Cess Aot Amoudment Bill enables Burma to be oxoluded 
from its scopo consequent on Burma's separation from India. 

Article 149 of tho Limitation Act prescribes a special period of limitation of 
sixty years for any suit by or on behalf of tho Becrotary of State for Indiaoin* 
Council. This article will in future govern suits by a proriuco against another 
province or between a province and the Federation. 

Both tho Bills having boon passed tho House adjourned till March 12. 

Catehino of 3rd Class Passbmoers 

12th. MARCH :->Tho Council of State met to-day with six non-official resolutions 
on the agenda. Mr. Ma/iapalra moved tho first resolution recommending tho appoint- 
ment of a committee of officials and non-officials to enquire as to how far the present 
policy and arrangements of the Bengal Nagpur Railway Company for oatcring were 
responsible for the supply of bad food at high prices at Bailway platforms and to 
suggest ways and means to remove those grievances. He quoted figures to show 
that about one lakh of rupees collected annually by the Railway as licence fees 
from third class catering contractors was credited towards first dais catering run 
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.l»j the the Bailwej iMf and stilt first olsss ottering resnlted la t loss. The food 
siq^plied to third class psssengers was of the worst qoaiitj tad was more expensiTe 
than that^tTailahle in flbloatta. Third otaas caterers were moreofer not local men 
who did not realise what taste of local third olaas traTsllers was. 

Sir Outhrie Butael opposing the reeolntion sidd that there was no jnstifioation to 
say that oaterina arrangements for higher olasses were beine sabsldised by the 
earnings fsom third class oatering It was periodically disonssed by local Ballway 
Adfisory Oommittees and this was a snbject which could be referred only to those 
oommitiees. 

Mr. Pantulu oontinning the debate said that he was not satisfied with the defence 
put forward by Sir Outhrie Bussell and hoped that the Gorernment would agree to 
such modest demand as the appointment of a committee. 

Mr. Kalikkar wished that the Government should have taken a detached view in 
this matter. 

Sir Ph$roz§ Seihna said it would not be fair to go over the head of the local 
Advisory Committee and appoint a speoial committee. He wanted the resolution to 
be withdrawn. 

PanditlKunzru^ Mr. Padshah and Mr. G. 8. Motilal further supported the 
resolution and Mr. Mahapatra replying siud that he was thoroughly disappointed with 
Sir Guthrie RnsseH's reply. He asked why was the Railway Board so much afraid 
of the B. N. Railway or perhaps their attitude was due to the comfortable majority 
which the Government enioyed in this House. 

Sir Quihrie Rutsell refutod tho allegation that catering for upper class passen- 
gers was being subsidised by the incomes derived from third class passengers. He 
assured the House to forward a copy of the debate to the B. N, Railway authorities 
for necessary action and report to the Railway Board results of any such 
action. 

Mr. Mahapatra withdrew his resolution. 

CnSDlt TO AOBlCULTimXSTS 

Lala Ratfisarafi Dos moved a resolution recommending to the Oovernor-Qeneral- 
in-Council t^t in order to provide credit to«poor agriculturists necessary arrange, 
ments should be made for the supply of funds to approved agencies on their furnish- 
ing sufficient security and on their agreeing to lend money to poor agriculturists at 
certain fixed and agreed percentage of interest and at certain fixed percentage mar- 
gin profit. He said that rural indebtedness in British India, which stood at £00 
crores in 19£9, had now reached tho colossal figures of 1,400 crores and this prob- 
lem would never be solved unless a bold step was taken by tho Central Government 
to remodel the entire financial system ana machinery. The speaker admitted that 
some thing was being done by certain provinces but it would not be such a great 
success if the Central Government kept quiet 

Mr, Ramdas Pantulu moved an amendment that for words '^approved agencies*’ 
the following be substituted : "indigenons bankers approved \>\ the Reserve Bank and 
Oo-operativo Land Mortgage Banks approved by the local Government of provinces 
in which they are situated.” Mr. Pantulu said that a class of money-lenders 
that existed to-day was a source of danger to rural economy. The problem of 
rural indebtedness could not be properly solved unless indigenous banks were placed 
in the right place beneficial to the masses. Their present nnhealthy activities must, 
through a stringent legislation, be brought under control and regulation should bo 
made compilling them to maintain proper accounts which should be open to periodi- 
cal inspection. 

Sir Phiroae Sethna, supporting the resolution, wanted the Government to help 
agriculturists so that they could get loans at six per cent 

Mr. J, C. Nixon* Finance Secret^, said that the mover had not explained for what 
purposes loan facilities should be given to agriculturists. Agriculturists had no diffi- 
culty In getting loans for genuine agricultural purposes from their provincial gov- 
ernments. There was also no difficulty in getting loans for marketing their produce. 
Did the mover want credit facilities to enable agnoalturists to increase their indebted- 
ness. That the Government were not prepared to give. He admitted the existence 
of certain amoifot of hardship to agriculturists in the present dearth of credit facilities, 
but the position also had dw^ible features. The speaker declared that the proposal 
pat forward by Bai Bahadur Lala Bamsarandas In bis resolntion was impraotieable 
and was one which could be solved by proviuoial Governments. He therefore op- 
posed it 



-13 lui. ’37 ] NOM-OI^CIAL BKSOLtmONB iti 

Mr. JSfwfrat'n Imam oontinaing the debate said that it was easy to tell the floose 
that the position was oomplioated one. Bat was the Ooremment there only to 
collect fnnds, pay its officials and the army and say that they Had no responsihUity ? 

Rai Bahadnr Lala Bamsaran Das said that it pained him to find the indifferenoe 
of the Government in this important matter. He said that he did not want agrlonl- 
tnrist indebtedness to increase, but he wanted the sgrioultarist to be helped on 
occasions when the crops failed owing to ciroamstances, over which he had no oontrol. 

Mr. Nixon replied that in sai-h disastrous circumatanoes provinoial Governments 
always granted loans. 

Mr. nintulu's amendment was passed, but the amended resolution of Bai Bahadur 
Lala Ramsarandas was defeated by 23 votes to 14. 

Resignation* of Reserve Bane Governor 

Pandit P, N. Sapru moved a resolntion urging the Government I to lay on the 
table a full statement of the causes leading to toe resignation of Sir Osborne Smith, 
lately Governor of the Reserve bank. 

He said that the Finance Member had stated that here was no difference of opinion 
between the Government of India and Sir Osborne on any major question. If so, 
the public were entitled to ask what were those minor questions in whioh difference 
had occurred and whether in the Ooverument's view questions like the Rupee ratio, 
gold export, fixation of the bank rate etc., were major or minor issues. Toe people 
were again and again told that the Reserve Rank should be free from political in- 
fluence and he asked if the influence of the Governmeuts In the matter of 8ir 
Osborne's resignation was not political. 

Pandit P, N. Sapru said : '*We object to the influenoe of the City of London and 
all kinds of political influences". If Sir Osborno had resigned for personal reasons, 
then why did they not make a plain statement to that effect. The business com- 
munity in India had confidence iu Sir Osborne and his mysterious resignation had to 
a great extent affected the credit and business of the country to clear up the reasons 
of that mysterious resignation. 

Mr. Hussain Imam said that Sir Osborne had come to India at the iostanoo of 
the late Sir Basil Blackett and was appointed Governor of the Imperial! Bank. He had 
remained in India for a sufficiently long period and had acquired intimate knowledge 
of India and certain amount of influence in banking circles. The speaker was pre- 
pared to concede to the Government right to interfere in the working of the Reserve 
Bank, but there should be a dear demarcation up to which the Government oould go. 
It was a matter of imperative necessity that a healthy convention should be esta- 
blished betwreu the bank and the Government in this respect from the beginning. 
There was a report that Sir Osborne would receive compensation as be was made to 
retire before the completion of his term and the speaker asked what was the amount 
of such compensation and whether the report was correct. He disliked any reticence 
in the matter and he iioped the Government would set aside seutimeutaKty and 
furnish full information with a view to allay the apprehensions in the minds of tho 
public. 

Mr. G. S. MotUal and Mr. Kalikkar farther supported the resolution. 

Mr. J. C. Nixon^ Secretary, Finance Department, replying to the debate said : *On 
30th October last the Oovernihent of India in announcing their accepting of the re- 
signation of 6ir Osborne Smith publi-shed a resolution passed by the Central Board 
on the subjeot. As was stated to the shareholders at tho last annual general meeting 
of the bank Sir Osborne had resigned for |>ersooal reasons. 

Continuing Mr. Nixon said : ^^Practically all matter whioh fall to be discussed be- 
tween the authorities of the bank on the one hand and the Government on the other 
are of a highly important and confidential nature. They are such that most complete 
frankness on both sides is essential— a frankness which would be impossible were 
there a danger of disclosure of the discussions in any matter, either daring a debate 
In the Legislature or otherwise. Just as is the position between the British Trea- 
sury and the Bank of England or between the Government of any country and its 
Central Bank, the Government of India mus hold that the communications between 
Giem and the Reserve Bank are confidentiaU Any other attitude would be seriously 
detrimental to the conduct of the public business. This is the general rnie and the 
Govemment propose to follow it in the present case. They therefore are unable to 
anything on the table.’* 

Ooncluding Mr. Nixon said : **Bat I repeat what the Finance Member stated in 
another placa There have been no difference of opinion between the Government 
10 
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and iht Beaerre Bank on anj major oneation of poliey aad the OoTornment of India 
hafe ne?er at anj time interfere with the hau in exeioiee of the bank’s atatntory 
fonetione*** , , , 

Mr. fftmain Imam naked whether the OoTemment had interfered in the qneetSon 
of fixation of the bank rate whioh waa the fnnotion of the bank itself. 

Mr. Miaow— I hare nothinc more to add. Sir. 

JPaadit P, M. 8apru repljmg said ^at mr. Nixon’s statement left the position as 
aajstedoas as erer. As for the payment of oompensation to Sir Osborne, Pandit F. 
M. Sapm said that since that report was not oontradioted, their only oonolnsion was 
tbt Sir Oeborne was forced to resign. 

Mr. Homain Imam interrening remarited that personal reasons put forward now 
waa merelj an after-thought 

The opposition pressed the motion to a division and it was rejected by 28 rotes 
to 19. Ine Oohnoil then adjonrneditill the 15th. 

ApPOmmilT » SlOBRASIATS 

ISlIi. IIARCH :-»There was an interestiu discnssion in the Connoil of State 
on the resolution moved by Pandit AT. TV, Kutusru urging immediate steps to 
inorease the number of Indians occupying higher posts in every department of the 
Govamment of India secretariat so that the increase may be commensurate with 
tike new constitutional status of India, fie recalled that the Council in 1928 adopted 
Mr. Sastri’s resolution that at least one of the posts of the secretary, the joint 
secretary and the dq^uty secretaries be held by an Indian in each department of 
the Government of India. Sinoe then no appreciable progress bad beea made. It 
had been often said that the new constitution was a substantial advance towards 
responsibility. Personally the speaker was not a great admirer of the new eonsti- 
tntion. But be, at any rate, believed that if the new constitution was progressive 
tiien a larger percentage of Indians in these superior posts was essential than in the 
past with a view to properly reflect the policy laid down by the Indian Ministers. 
Then Pandit Kunsrm proceeded to deal with the various departments separately. 
Bie first took up the home, defence and foreign and political departments and 
emphasised that the Indian element in these key departments was practically absent 
or, at any rate, the position was more or less the same as that in 1923 when the 
Oovemment issued a communique to the effect that in filling vacancies in the posts 
of the secretary, the deputy secretaries, the possibility of obtaining suitable com- 
petent Indian officers should be definitely considered, in the Finance department 
uero was at present only one deputy secretary who was also the budget officer 
and he too would be soon replaced by a European. Similar was the position in the 
Bailway Board. A European Major-General held the post of Financial Adviser to 
the , Army and Pandit Kunsru asked if no Indian Accounts officer was available. For 
the post of Director General, Indian Medical Service the claims of a competent 
Indian who was very mnoh senior was superseded by a Junior European. Similarly, 
the post of the Educational Commissioner with the Government of the Educational 
Oommissioner with the Government of India was given away to a Enropean. When 
the post of the Vice-Chairman of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research fell 
vacant a European was appointed and now the post of the director of the new 
Agricultural Institute was being held in abeyance and it seemed a European was 
bdng contemplated to fill the post It was only in the Education department 
Indians held the post of secretary and joint secretary, the credit for which was 
due to the lat#6ir Fazli Hussain. Pandit Eunzru refused to accept the contention 
that there were not sufficient number of senior Indian officers to make a selection 
to fill these posts and from the facts he was led to believe that the exclusion of 
Indiana from these superior posts were due to political considerations. He asked if 
ludiaus made good High Court Judges why no Indian waa found suitable to fill the 
posts of eeoretary or joint secretary in the legislative department of India. What 
waa needed was a thorough change in the policy. 

Mr. Ronkdos PanUdu moved an amendment to Fandit Eunzm’a resolution 
omittlDg any referenoe to the new constitution. He argued that India had been a 
depe^ency and Jumlaad meant to keep her so by imposing the new oonstitniioB 

tte .tatos of India and 
, -Report to support his contentioiL Mr 
Ibpdis deoluwd^^ dei^ /or IndJsakstiSu of the swvioes must rest nd mm 
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aohieTed not by appeafios to the British OoTernment bat by oonoentrated eSorta to 
get rid of this new oonstitution which is meant to perpetuate slavery apon India. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru said that Pandit Enara's resolution was the test whereby the 
Oovernment should prove that they really meant what they had been saying all 
these years. He appealed that the qnestion should not be looked from the view- 
point of the British service vested interests but from the viewpmnt that India is 
for Indians. He in particular referred to the proposal to appoint an eoonomio 
advisor and he asked whether no snitable Indian was available. He asked the 
Government to say plainly what their policy in the matter was. 

Mr. Boaain Imam^ supporting the resolntion, said that Indianisation of the 
servioes was the aeoepted policy of the Government and even in the 1. 0. 8. a 
50-60 ratio of recruitment had been aooepted. That being so, if the pace of India- 
nisation was not accelerated and by trying to keep up the present order of things, 
the Government itself rendered the new oonstitution a mere moonshine, confirming 
the Opposition view. He specially put in pleas for a larger appointment of pro- 
vincial service men for the iisied posts in the Government of India. 

Mr. Maxwell, Home Secretary, at the outset assumed the House that the Govera- 
ment^ were taking every possible step to oarry out the policy laid down in IMS* He 
explained the posts of Educational Commissioner and Director of I. M. 8. ^tre not 
properly ranked as secretariat posts and as for his own department namely,^ Home 
department, under the new constitution law and order will be a provincial subject imd 
the Home department as such will not be directly concerned with the supervision 
of law and order for the whole of India. 

Mr. liaxwell emphasised that no sweeping changes as suggested in the resoluupn 
were possible in a matter which depended on the utilization of the actual cadre. The 

a uestion was simply one of the material available at any moment, and If it was denied 
^at at this or any particular moment a certain class of material should preponder- 
ate this object could only be obtained as a result of the steps taken long before* 
The whole matter was a question of time required to realise the results of a previ- 
ously determined policy. ... ... 

Mr. Maxwell stress^ that steps already taken towards Indianisation were in the 
norinal coarse of fulfilment, but they ooulu only be accelerated by exercising a deliber- 
ate discrimination in favour of Indians, regardless of the consideration of fitnM 
among even the actually eligible by seniority and experience. He took it uaX the 
mover would not urge any course derogatory to the self-respect of Indians in ser- 
vice. If so, he could sympathise with the idea underlying his resolution, but not with 
its actual terms. , ^ ^ . 

Mr. Maxwell maintained that the posts in the Government of India seoreUriat 
were essentially selection appointments. He did not claim that all the officers, either 
Europeans or Indians, were equally suited for this very exacting work. Nor did he 
wish to claim that the percentage of suilable Indians was less than the percen^e 
of suitable Europeans. He was prepared to assume that the average would bs Mout 
the same. On that basis, therefore, he would examine the cadre of the L G. H in 
order to test whether there had been discriminations or not, and to form an opinion 
about the possible speed of Indianisation without any such discrimination. 

Since toe changes in the recruitment of the I. C. S. introduced in 1021, those 
recruited since would already be available for the post of under secretary, but worn 
only Just be coming into t^e field of selection for deputy secretaries. In 19S5 the 
Lee Co mmission report suggested a further advance iu the recruitment, namely, a 
50 per cent, ratio of Indians and Europeans, respectively, in tho 1. G. S. cadre. This 
ratio of half Europeans and half Indians was expected to be reached by abont 
1999, but even then it would be only in 1946 (i. e. 1921 plu9 25 years) before India- 
nization was distributed equally over the cadre upto a probable stage of selection 
for secretaries, i. e., 25 years’ service. Meanwhile, the selection for the secretariat 
depended on the actual s'tate of the cadre. 

Mr. Maxwell furnished numerous figures to show the strengths for various 
appointments. Be explained that the length of service required for the post of 
secretary was 26 to 30, while for joint-secretaries 12 to 17 and for nnder-seeretariee 
from 6 to 10. On this basis, taking the year 1935, the proportion of eligible Indiaof 
for the poets of secretaries wss 11 per cent., while that of joint secretaries seveo 
per oenr. and deputy secretaries 48 per cent. This showed that lodiaoiMtioo was 
eeasiderabjy in advanoe of the cadre in all the ranks. The natara/ ooneequeaoe ot 
gradual eflect of Indianiiation in the cadre was tbet it wotld first be epf^uwt io 
MreMriit gredee and gninallx apread upwards. 
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He asserted that when there were sufficient eU.aible Indians available, there was 
DO reason to believe that they would not be selected. The Wheeler Oommittee re- 
port, whioh bad made certain recommendation in regard to recruitment, was now 
under close consideration of the Government and it was hoped that it would be possible 
to devise more systematic ways of exploring the field of recrnitment. This would 
make it easier to ensure that Indians, welf qualified for secretariat work, were not 
overlooked and there was not one word either in the Wheeler report or in subsequent 
diaonssions which was in any wav designed to frustrate this declared policy ox the 
Government. 

Renlying to Mr. liofsain Imam'i question. Mr. Maxwell said that at present there 
were 65 superior posts linoluding under secret.aries) in the Government of India seore* 
tariat and of theso fid or 40 per cent, were held bv Indians. 

Sir Phiroze Sethna. speaking after Mr. Maxwell, thanked him for giving the House 
a w^th of figures and suggested that the Government should be issuing a com- 
munique embodying a fuller explanation of the position. 

Mr. 0, S. Motilal expressed diss.atisfaction at the slowness of the process of India- 
nization. 

Pandit did not agree with Mr. Maxwell's explanation that the posts of 

Educational Commissioner and Director of Medical Service were not seoretariat 
appointments and that this would not remove the blot on the Education Department 
in snnerseding a competent senior Indian officer by a comparatively junior English- 
man for the post of director of Indian Medical Service. 

Mr. Maxwell^ ij conclusion, advised them to be patient and allow Indian officers 
in peace to get their experience and training to bold such responsible posts as sec- 
retaries andjoint secretaries. 

Pandit Kuntru accepted Mr. Ramdas Pantula*s amendment The House divided 
and the resolntion as amended was rejected by 26 votes to 18. 

Rilease of Poutical Pbisonbrs 

Mr. Kumarahankar Roy Chowdkury moved the next resolution recommending to 
the Government to submit to the King-Emperor of India the most earnest and .hum- 
ble prayer of this House that his Majesty should graciously be pleased to direct the 
release of all political prisouers and those detained without any trial, on the happy 
occasion of his ^Coronation. 

Mr. Oovindlal Shivlal Motilal said that the dention of persons without trial 
was most detestable, while Mr. P. N. Sapru on the other band oharacterized it as 
qn-British. Mr. Kalikar said that the release of prisoners on the eve of the Coro- 
nation and reforms would go a long way in appeasing the public discontent. 

Mr. Maxwtll^ Home Secretary, said that the term political prisoners was vague. 
Did it mean that the persons convicted of terrorist activities and those who were 
convicted of rioting and assaulting in the elections were political prisoners ? He 
cited two cases in whioh the releases resulted in the ontbreak of crimes, and argu^ 
that the release of prisoners convicted of sedition and preaching hatred among the 
commnnities would result in chaos in the country. 

Mr. Pantuluy continuing the debate, said that Mr. Maxwell should have known by 
now what the definition of a political prisoner was. The Congress Party did not 
want to be associated with those convicted of violence. The speaker's definition of 
a political prisoner for the sake of this resolution was one who bad pot been charged 
with any moral turpitude, but he who committed offeuoe out of patriotism. 

Pandit Kunzruy supporting the resolntion, condemned the policy of dgtghdng 
persons wvithout trial. After the mover had also replied to the debate, Mr. Maxwell 
mado it clear that he suggested that the matter of release of prisoners be left to 
local Governments. ^ 

The resolution was put to vote and defeated by *28 votes to II. 

B. N. Rt. Undxb Btsts Maraoxmint 

Mr. Makapatra moved the next resolution recommending to the GoveEner-jtaeral 
in Council to take steps as early as possible to bring the Bengal-Magpiir |mway 
under state management He was supported in his demand by Mesm. Hoaaain 
Imam, Ramsaran Daa and P. N. Sapru, the latter aocuaing the Agent of ootim- 
plementing the terms of the agreemeot between the railway aad thoM wlm struck 
work reoeutlv. 

Sir a$Mn0 SmmU, replyiac to the debate, add that the peliejr at Oovan* 
laent batora the takiag ovar of the compaDy tailw^ vaa to go lato Oa prat aid 
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equ an^ decide the question from the fiMBoiel. adminietrative and other points of 
View. He could not categonoally say whether the House would be oontulted before 
this company ganaged railway • was taken over. Regarding the aoonsation against 
♦he Agent B. N. R., bir Quthne Russell said that he was |awaiting certain informa- 
tion on the matter and if there was any ground that the Agent was to bhune he 
would ask him if things could not be put right. The (resolution was withdrawn and 
the House adjourned. 

iRbLIKF for GXNER4L iNOaBTIDRlSS 

A **^*^CW :-~Mr. A'ttmor Shankar Roy Chaudhury moved the first resolution 
io-day recommending to the Governor General in Council to take steps to relieve the 
general indebtedness of the people by an issue of tacoavi loans iu the areas most 
affected by tiie lowness of prices of agricultural produce. 

Sir Jagdiih Prtuad saia that it was not possible for the Government of India 
to accept the resolution. It was entirely within the jurisdiction of the local 
Government to utilise taocavi loans for relieving indebtedness. Three local 
(loyernments, namely the United Provinces, Madras and Goorg had taken snoh 
action and if the honoiiraHe member wanted such a step being taken in Beogal he 
should bring pressure on the ministry of that province. All that the Government 
Goverilm^U^ prei»aied to do was to forward the copies of the debate to the loogl 

^***j^-. Pantulu complained of the curious way in which taocavi loans 

were administered and urged the Government to esamine the recommendations of 
the Royal Agricultural Commission and the Central Banking Enquiry Oommittee 
and give a lead to the provinces in this matter. 

Byed Hoasain Imam advised the Ooveroment of India in the interests of their 
own financial well-being to take an initiative instead of leaving the matter entirely 
to the provincial GovtM-nments. 

Mr. J. Nixon, Fiuauee Secretary, eaplained that most of the provlnoea had 
during the Itet 15 years obtained their loan reuuiremeuts from the Government of 
India and has ^so used the Government of India’s credit for tho pnrposee of 
raising Joans. That facility would continue to be at their disposal till the 31at of 
♦his month when the position would be altered by the Government of India Act 
The resolution was thereupon withdrawn. 


Indunisatios of Abmy and Navy 

Pandit Ilriday Nath Kwizn* moved the next resolution rcoommendiDg to the 
(Tovwnor General in Council to move the higher authorities to take steps to replace 
troops continuously by Indian troops in the Army in India. 

He said that although such a resolution was proviously accepted by Lord 
Rawlinsoo, the then Oomroander-in-Chief it had not been given effect to* He 
suspected that his Majesty’s Ooverumeot stood in the way of imp ementing the 
recommendatioD. It was not on military grounds that tho ratio was being oontiuued. 
He doubted whether his Majesty’s Government would allow the British troops to 
be used in furtherance of the policy of the ministers in tho reformed provinoial 
Ctovernmonts when the policy was not approved ‘-y bis Majesty’s Oovernmeot. Sooh 
a position arose in tho Dominions and his Majesty’s Government withdrew the 
Bntisb troops which were replaced by the local troops. It, therefore, Shoved the 
uoyeroment to look ahead and take early steps which would be in the intereata of 
India and which would improve the relations of Indians and British. 

m Bahadur Bri Narain Mahtha declared that the British oontingonta were in 
yidia to promote the British interests, watch Ike armies in the Btatea and to swell 
finglsM 8 reserves. Indian soldiers were more efficient especially under Indian condi- 
tions despite the fact they were ill-trained, ill-fed and ill-armed. 

Sapru said that he thought be was not wrong in saying that since 
im there hsd been no reduction in British troops. If India was really to be led 
to tte goal of Itominion Status then her army should also be Indianised. ne 
w maintained for the sake of the ompire. Tboroforo why 

abonht the British Government not pay for that army. 

In opponinff the motion the Commmider*m^ki$f aaid 

sir, to begin with, I should like to oompiimont tho mover of this roioliitiott» if 1 
^n the able and moderate way in whloh# ho proaontod bit oano* Ho ban 
ly ttndied tho literature on the anhliot m^ earalnllj and nHhooi^ 1 may 
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Bot entirely with hie presentntion of iaots end figures, this in itself does not 
Menslly weskeo his osse or strengthen mine. In fact 1 shonld sty Ast on paper 
Qf 1 may so express it) he has made out as strong a oase as oooJd be made out. 
He will forgive me, if 1 go on to say that where he filled to convince me was wito 
ngard to the aotnal realities of the oase and I propose to develop this side of it is 
ay reply, 1 think two main aspects of this controversy that naturally appeal to the 
most hononrable members opposite are, financial and sentimental aspects and when 
I refer to the sentiment 1 mean sentiment in tiie best sense of the word, sentiment 
of patriotism and national honour. 

Now, sir, so far as the financial aspect is oonoemed, no one can deny that the 
rabstitntion of Indian for British troops in this oountry would produce a 
indeed a large saving. No arguments are required to convince me of that, what 
the exact fi^e would be it is difficult to say, nor do I think that it matters vory 
much. Onr own estimate made a few years ago is something in the neiftebourhood 
of Bs. 8 orores excluding the cost of pensions which natural^ must go on for many 
years and iJbo excluding the cost of capitation payments which have been referred 
to* What the hononrame members are apt to forget is that capitation payments are 
now more than covered by the contribution of Bs. % orores paid by his Majesty’s 
Government towards the . cost of Indian defence. That contribntion may not be 
speoifioally related to the cost of 'British troops in India but I cannot inwM tM 
it would oe continued at any rate at anything like the present figure if jul British 
troops were removed from his country* Some hononrable memoere I know think 

AL... All Am. jIm. 


soldiers sre oomparstively expensive but that does not alter -the fact that 1 consider 
them 


I shall return to that point in a moment but first let me say a few words about 
what I haae called the sentimental aspect of this question* 1 do not want to saj 
too mnoh and I only wish that the honourable menfbers would read again what is 
said on this subject in chapter 6 of this pamphlet of faots and figures whioh was 
supplied to them -a year or two ago .and of which there are copies in the library. 
I think it will repay a study. But let me say thia at once. The Oovernment of 
India and myself are fully oonsoioas of the natural and landdble desire of Indians 
to defend their own oountry. We have recognised this desire so far as we have 
been able to do so by the scheme of Indianisation that is now in the process of 
being worked out The scheme in itself does involve a gradual sabetitution of a 
eonaiderable numler of Indian for British officers and for n messnre of substitiition 
of Inditn for British troops in such arms as artillery, aignals and administrative 
service. 1 am of oonrse aware that as a start this does not amount to anything 
enoramna bot it it • ctart and it does amount to something quite oensiderable. The 

S init 1 wish to mahe and 1 hope 1 shall not be mienndecstood when 1 make it, is 
at aven the natieml sentiment, however much we may applaud, cannot bo finally 
the dccisiva faetor in a vita] matter of this kind. We nave got to oonelder oertaio 
hand faots whidi I now aawneee to daal with. 

Rretly, I am meet "dent to draw attention to myself hut it is a fact that I 
am the person who is oitimateJy responsible to the Ooveroment of India and indeed 
to fvory single Indian in this country for ensuring so Mr is I can the peace and 
traaqnilhty of India. It ia I who have to shoulder the blame if things go wrong a^ 
if when the moaMnt comes onr defence forces sre found to bo uneqnil to the tasks 
imposed upon them. 1 beg the House to remember that and to recognise that it is 
by no mem a light responsttHity. 

Baoondlj, the foice on whiefa my predeoeasora and I have' hitherto relW have 
ton British soldiers led by British officers and Indian soldiers Jed by Britidi offiem. 
that IS an organisation which to sncoessfully preserved the peace of India for 
many years and that it an organisation in which 1 am now asked to make radicu 
sad tweepiim alteraBons. Belifve me, Sir, 1 have swved in tie Indian army nil 
mj Ills and 1 jito to none in say admiration for that araiy and aofioya and Indiaa 
offioert wte oonikitate ita irandaton. Bat tboie la no getung eway to fact 
that it it Ve army which to bean Urnned and led for jeara by Bnto 
to we have to ae reel my s rienae yat of army led 

I do not meet te eay te the Mamit tot it emmet be ever led to tnito by 
1 hofe tot OM diy it wBI he. 


-18 lUB. •sf 1 iNDUjnB&Tiuir or abut 


n 


If I had not hope, lo 1 ooold not ha?o agreed to the meaanre of Ind i an t iat to n 
that is now in progren« Bat, Sir, it moat take time. Ton oannot oompletelj ehange 
the organisation of any army in the world in a day. Meanwhile nhile this meoMure 
is going on and the wnole international aitnathin is so nneertala it is not in mi 
opinion the moment to make a drastic rednotion in the strength of the Britiah 
army in India. 

After all. Sir, the present oombioation of British and Indian troops bu |^?en ns 
an army of which we may well be proud and whioh iai I Tontare to olaim, the 
admiration of the countries outside India. To my mind this happy combination ia 
due to the fact that there are qualities in British and Indian solaiers whioh are 
complementary to eaoh other and produce a standard of efloienoy whioh it behoTse 
us to take into Tery careful oousideration before it is disturbed. 


of this point we ha?e heard a great deal today about the ratio between 
Indian troops. There Is erldently some misanderstanding of this point 


Apropos 

BritiA and ^ ^ 

and I should like to take mis opportunity of making the situation olear once and for 
all 'Whaterer may hare been the oase in the past I oan assure the House that l»> 
day there is no ratio laid down simply for the purpose of maintaining the maths* 
mimoal proportion between the numbers of British and Indian troops in India. We 
hare got past all that long ago. When we go to war our brigades are made up ia 
proportion of three Indian units to one British unit. For internal seonrity purpoeea 
It is true the number of British troops as compared with Indian troops is higher. 
And the result of all this is that the ratio of British to Indian soldiers in the army 
in India as a whole happens to work out at present at one to somothing between 
two and three. But these proportions are baaed on the praotioal esperienoe of 
what has been found to giro the best results and on what is considered neoees- 
ary from time to time to carry out the role of the defence force as a whole. Thpy 
are definitely not based on any preooooeifed notion that the number of Indian troops 
must not esoeed the number of British troops by any particular dgurea. I hope I 
hafu made the point olear. 

Now in this oonneotioa as already maintidaed by others this morning I may re* 
mind the House that the number of British troops in India baa been reduoed by 
soBse BOjQOO stnoe the war. In addition as 1 hare already explained the measure of 
substitution of Indian for Britiah troops is already in progress. Apart from tUe 
I oan see no early proepeot of any farther substitution of Indian for British troops 
in India and I ahouid be wrong to encourage ^false hopes In that respect. It Is how* 
erer possible that a oertain rednotion in the number of British troops may result 
from the ohangee of organisation which may be carried out in future as more 
modern weapons are taken into use and meohanisaiion increased. It is also a foot 
as Just ezplaioed by the Secretary of State for War in the House of Oommons that 
reoruiting diAonlties at home are going to oause fluotuatioos in the strength of 


British units overseas inolnding India whioh will involfe temporary shortages In 
establishments without reduoing the aotual number of units# 

Thirdly and lastly, It may be suggested that I am merely aiving my own personal 
opinions unsupported by those of other responsible authorities in India. That ia 
very far from being the oase. For instaooe, if 1 wish to move a single company of 
British troops from a idi^e station anywhere in India I am immedialsly faeed wlA 
the asost Tehement opposuion from the local Qoyernment oonoerned. That Is a h/id 
fa^ and there is no getting away from it. Honourable members may auggeat, aa 
indeed they have, that, an esplanarion is to be found in the oomposition of tae pro* 
sent loeal Ctovemment I do not agree, but anyhow that Is beside the point In net 
Many teys from now eleoted Indian Ministers will smuim prissary responsibility 
for maintenaaee of law and order throughout India. In diaohar|pii| that responsibilify 
they will have the full support of the army behind them just as the prsaeat Qovem* 
I Jo not olaim to be • jpropkot, sir, but it mag well to M 
Indian Miniators of the fntnre to whatever polltioal party they SMy toloug will be 
▼WT' glad to feel that; they have behind riiem the imperturable and oheerfiu 
■oldier on whom la the Im Cresort they will to abb to rely for assistaaoe. 

J would aerienslr ask this House wh^r it would agree to deprive the 


^mriensly ask this 

Kjy •oo^lmiSwt toS lot us’M^leiSrt ' 

itetBa' ■ 
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To eonelode, oir, from whst 1 hOTo lald, I hope it is eleu to the Hoose that the 
main diflerenoe between the boo. mover of the resolntion and myself lies in the 
words 'oontinnons redaction’ as used in the test of his resolntion. 1 have shown that 
the Oovemment of India since the war have been working on the policy of 'gradoal 
and prudent redaction* as regards the strength of British troops in India. They are 
still working on this policy but it must be left to them to decide as and when they 
are entirely satisfied that all ciroumstanoes are favourable. It follows, therefore, 
that the Oovemment cannot commit themselves to the ^continuoas reduction’ regardless 
of what those circumstances may be. I regret therefore that I mast oppose the 
resolntion. 

Pandit K!umru*8 rosolation regaraiug the ludianization of the army was negatived 
by SO votes to 10. 

More Appointments for Oritas 

Mr. Mahapatra moved nest a resolution recommending to the Governor General 
in Connoil to treat Oriyas w a minority community and to take early steps for re- 
oraitment of Orivas in sufficient numbers in non*gazetted posts under the different 
departments of the Government of India particularly, railways and customs. 

Mr. Maxwell^ Home Secretary, opposing the resolution said that the principle had 
never been recognised by the Qovernment that within the same religion there should 
be farther territorial sub-divisions. If the Government went on making such divi- 
sions there would be no end to it. He opposed the resolution as he said the proposal 
therein was not practicable. He hoped, however, that with the separation of OrisHa 
the Oriyas would get more opportunities to advanoe educationally when they should 
be able to hold their own in the open competitions. 

Mr. Mahapaira withdrew the resolution. 

Aqint to Pbotict Indian Interests in Burma 

Mr. P. Af. Sapru moved a resolution recommending to the Governor General in 
Oounoil that he may on the separation of Burma from India be pleased to appoint 
an agont for protection of Indian labouring classes in Burma. 

^ said that the Royal Commission on La^ur recommended the appointment of 
the protector of Indian labouring classes. After the separation the Government of 
India would not have any power to safeguard the interest of Indians in Burma as 
they had been doing hitherto. Some time ago there were anti-Indian riots in Burma 
when the Indian labourers suffered a good deal. In case a repetition of such unfortun- 
ate incidents occurred then there must be somebody to protect Indian interests. 

Sir Jagadish Prasad said the Government would try to got certain statistical 
information as regards the position of Indian immigrants in Burma and their ocoupa- 
tions. As soon as that information was available the question of appointment of an 
agent would receive the sympathetic consideration. He acoepted the resolution on 
behalf of the Government. The resolution was thereforo passed. 

Indigenous Manufacture of Quinine 

Mr. 8apm moved another resolution recommending taking of steps to check 
malaria particularly by encouragiog the indigenuus manufacture of qainine and its 
distribution at rates within the moans of rural classes. He said 100,000,000 to 

200.000. 000 people suffered every year from malaria in India. Of these only 

100.000. 000 people received treatment The consumption of quinine was thus very 
low. It was only three and a half grain per head per annum as against .16 grains in 
Italy and 24 grains in Greece. While the consumption was inadequate being only 
200,000 lbs. the supply was hopelessly insufficieut. There were only two factories for 
the manufaolhre of quinine, one near Darjeeling and another near Ooty bat both the 
faotories did not produce more than 72,000 pounds. Therefore large quantities were 
imported. He wanted all that to be manufactured in India. 

Mr. Ba»u said that the difficulty was that sufficient quantity was not grown and 
there was no private enterprise for the mannfacture of quinine. 

The debate nad not oonoluded when the House adjourned. 

VmiROT GBRTzruM Finangi 

When the Oounoil of State men this morning the President 
retd the following message from the Oovemor-Qenersl 


k Asi^bly has foiled to pass in the form reoommeBdod 

by me the Bill to fix duty on edt msnnfsotnr^ in or imported by land into oer- 



lUfi. ^ ] DEBATE ON THE FINANCE BILL & 

Idn pirts of British India, to vary the oxoiae daty on sugar leviable under the 
Sugar (Exoise Dinty ) Act of 1934, to vary certain duties leviable nnder the Indian 
TbrNF Act of 1934j^to vary excise duty on silver lovlablo nnder the Silver (Esolse 
Duty) Act M 1930, to fix the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act of 1898, and to fix tho rates of income-tax and super-tax, a copy of 
which Bill in tho form recommended by me is hereto annexed. 

Now, thorforet 1, Victor Alexander John, ICarquosstof Linlithgow, In the exercise of 
tho power conferred by sub-section (1) of section 67-B of the Government of India 
Act do hereby certify that tho passage of tho said Bill is essential for the interests 
of British ladiiL 

( Sd. ) LINLITHGOW 
Viceroy and Oovernor-Qeneral. 

The Governor-General's rccommondation stated : pursuance of tho provisions 

of sub-section {n) of section 67-B of the Government of India Act 1, Victor 
Alexander John, Marquess of Linlithgow do recommend to the Uouncil of State 
that it do pass the Finance Bill in the form horeto annexed.” 

Thereafter the Secretary of the Council presented tho Bill to tho House. The 
President then adjourned tho Council till March 30. 

Bbooxxbkoed Fininci Bill Dbdxts 

SOlh. MARCH Mr. Nixon^ Finance Secretary, moved to-day that the Finance 
Bill, as recommended by bis Excellency tho Viceroy, bo taken into consideration. 

He explained the effect of tho two taxation measures premosed in the Bill as had 
been dene by tho Finance Member in the lower House, ue emphasized that the 
ndditionai sugar exoise duty would not affect tho producer of sugarcane in any way. 
He assured the House that this mony was not being raised to finance additional ex- 
Mnditure at the centre, nor the top-heavy administration, nor tho defence but to 
finance the provinces. 

Mr. F. JV. Sapru almost entirely devoted his speech to a consideration of the 
constitutional issue. He said this was the third occasion on which the Finance Bill 
came In a certified form. It had come to this that tho executive could carry through 
legislation only by the exercise of special powers. This showed the Oovernmont was 
completely out of touch with public opinion. His main grievance was that the executive 
was not responsive. Government was getting more and more autocratic. The posi- 
tion taken up by the Finance Member was that here was a deficit budget and he 
had financial commitments and must therefore balance his budget. Even * within 
limlm of the present oonstitutlon, It was pissibiefor •Oovornmont to behave different- 
ly and be responsive to public opinion. Mr. P. N. Sapru asked why it was not 
possible for the Finance Member to consult loaders of the Opposition groups to 
settle beforehand in what direction taxation should be Imposed In order to balanoo 
the budget. The speaker was sure that the House was not prepared to swallow tho 
certified bill. It was convinced that Government was not responsible and no elected 
member should shoulder the Government’s responsibility, specially in view of tho 
fact that Government had failed to prove that the Assembly was wrong, and, there- 
for^ there was no other alternative tor Government than to certify tho Bill. 

The other alternative for Government was to carry an amendment to tho Finance 
Bill In the Ceuncil of State and go back to tho Assembly with tho altered Bill and 
give its members a chance to revise their vlows. This would have been in confor- 
mity with democratic principles of government. « , , 

Dealing with the merits of tho Bill Mr. Sapru wondered why non-omclal mem- 
bers should bo asked to restore the budget deficit when those deficits were tho crea- 
tion of Government. He cited as an instance tho separation of Burma, tho erosion 
of deficit provinces and thurstlng of an expensive constitution on the people which 
was never wanted. He strongly opposed tho toxcise duty on sugar as It would badly 
hit a rising industry. 

Mr. K Ramdas Pantulu opposed the Finance Bill with a ‘clear conscience.’ He 
did not share Mr. Sapru’s regret that tho Oovornmont did not adopt a proewuro 
other than corti&ation with regard to tho passing of the Finance Bill. Any change 
in tho Government’s plan would not have made tho slightest difference. There was 
no regret on his part that tho Government did nat try, according to Mr. Bapru, to 
placate either .he moderates or the extremists. Tho Government’s policy was one 
•f exploitation, which had boon resented. The Finance Bill clearly proved that tho 
11 
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ViiiaDOd Member was an asent of British imperialiam and waa not acting on behalf 
of the peonle of this oonnuy. Concrete proposals had been made fbr baUmoing the 
budget, bnt the Government had other alternatives than the acceptance of conatmo- 
tive suggestions. He oited Government’s attitude in adhering to the Lee Concessions 
and in spending riz lakhs in sending an Indian contingent to London to take part in 
the coronation celebrations, and the growth of military expenditure as typical 
examples of their callous disregard of the popular demand for effecting an improve- 
ment in the financial position. The Government could effeotfsavings if they wanted 
to do so. Ihe budget was and would always be judged by the amount and extent of 
relief given to the poor. In India the problem of the poverty of the masses and 
commodity prices had existed for a long time. 

Beferring to the Finance Biil, Mr. Kamdas Pantulu said that the position of the 
Council of State was most humiliating. The Assembly had at least the satisfaction 
of rejecting the Finance Bill. He strongly opposed the excise duty on sugar, and 
regretted that the salt duty was not roduoed, although it had been proved that when- 
ever there was a reduction in the salt duty there was an increased consumption of 
salt He next referred to the postal rate and said that he was sorry that at 
the time of laying down of&oe, Sir Frank Noyce could not effect, a much desired 
reform. Dealing with the sugar duty, Mr. fhntulu observed that the Finance 
Member’s statement that the sugar industry was making ezcesstve profits waa not 
correct It had been hoped that with the Investment of nearly 34 orores fia this 
industry India would be self-contained with regard to sugar consumption. But the 
present measure had destroyed all suoh hopes. It was not true to say that the 
consumer was paying more as a result of protection. 

Mr. K. V. Kalikar said that at the time of making the present conatitntion it 
waa stated that the power of certification would be used only when law and order 
and the financial credit of the country were at stake. But, ne regretted, this power 
was being used even when there was no such apprehension. What did it aumr in 
a budget of 80 orores if the Assembly voted down IQd lakhs ? 

Bai Bahadur Lala Ranuaran Da$ enumerated the financial measures which 
the Government had taken reoently, all of which, he said, had resulted in loss to 
India. While travelling recently tnroimh Java, he heard a rumour that owing to 
the international situation the British Government had agreed to take some measures 
wbioh might encourage the import of Java sugar into India. 

The Finanaa ifemAer, intervening, assured the speaker that he had not heard 
such a rumour and that, in any case, the increase in the sugar excise duty had no 
connection with suoh a rumour. Nor did he hope that the increase In the excise 
duty would enorurage the inoport of Java simr. 

Continuing, Rat Bahadur Lala Bamsaran Das said that next year the House 
would be able to judge for itself the effect of tlie additional excise duty. Ho 
feared that it would lesult in an increa.sed import of Java sugar into India. 


Baji Bfed Mohammad Hussain deplored that the )Hoose waa in the hopeless 
position of having to pass the Bill without changing a comma. The time had oome 
when the Government should not rely altogether on counting votes only. Govern- 
ment must abandon the policy of taxing the necessities of life. The Finance 
Member could have balanced the budget without taxing sugar and silver. If only 
a 5 per cent export duty had been Imposed on gold, the ^Finanee Member could 
have got much more Uum what he needed ; but unfortunately, he oonld not flout 
the instructions of the Home Government in the matter of gold exports. 

Sir AT. M. Afcnon expressed disappointment at the fact that no provision had 
bora made for the continuation of grants for rural development, and hoped that 
it might be possible to restore it in the course of the new financial year. 

Referring to the exoise duty on sngiw, he thought ^ f** 


the 

it 


State having lost 


having 1 
jnatified 


tax on anger. Any dfflionltiea 
torn. This industry had 


oompiete and convincing. He' waa of the opinion that 
o^derable revenne through the loss of sugai 
recouping the loss, partly at any rate, by levyii 
confronting the industry must be solved by the industry il 
the entire Indian market, free from external oompetitlon, to Itarif. 
Internal oompetition was in the interests of the conaomar. and the Qi 
ment ahonld not be a party to its reatriotion. Npr should the Qovea 
enoonrago any attempt to leatriot the extension of the sogar in 
b^ond the areas now ooonpied by it. Provinoial .GovenoMra hal 
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ia inigatioa iabMMi iod oUmv nroiao ti. tad IImv ihcwiM la 

idtowad p^t Imdoa tla oaM^attoa oToSa ^ tta ff SBia a 

af aagv ia tbair wm Tba qtaakar aHo thaatht it waa poiiibla that tla halt 
VM to ^ growth of angaroaaa lap oataMa^a anaa bow oaoaplad If m 
iadastrj. Ho topportod the propoaai of taudioa. 


Coatiaaiag, Hiy't Bmd Mokammd 
^an abroad and said that the beat < 


JBk9$ain ra f enr e d to the phebt ol 

— j coarae for oalliag tho atteathm oi the 

OIBoa to thia grm lajuatioe waa, for the Ooreniaieot of India, to rca ig n ia 
Imal^mpSdhy waa of no avail. Ho appeM to the Honae to throw oat 


the 


PaadU Hridoy JVialb Kuiuru criticiaed the top-heavy adniniairatiOB of the 
Gororniaei^ of India and particularly roforrod to tho appointment of an amy oflioar an 
a military financial advisor. Where waa tho necoauity for having a whole-uma ofltoer 
aa Oovarnment Whip in tho Assembly ? 

l^erring to the I. C. 8. oiRcor who was on a|»ccial duty in thol Railway Board, 
Hr. Knnaru wished to know whether he waa doing any roapoiialhio work at all. Ha 
charaoterized these anpoiutmouts as seandalons and said that If tho Ooveraamat had 
even a modicum of fairness in what tluiy wero doing, thoy need not have oeam be- 
fore them with a certiiiod Finance iltll. Mr. Kansm declared that the enm tohd of 
Government's policy w.'is racial, their oitjoet being to keep away Indiana, as mneh as 
possible, from iioaitions of responsibility. 

Deafing with the proposals of taxation Mr. Knnsrii said that a tax on the export 
of m\d or the re-impositiou of surcharge of iucometax oiid super-tai would have been 
preferable to tho silver or sugar duty» If Uoverument wore unwilling to await the 
roeoDunendatioua of the Sugar Tariff Board, the IiMist they could have dene was to 
redoco the import duty other than increase tho excise duty. 

Concluding, Ur. Kuazru said that Iho methods advocated by the Oovernamat ware 
not the best poaailde that oouKI be broimtit forward under |the oironmatonoos. They 
could have devised measures which, while bringing in noeosiary revenuoi would have 
spared the poor man. 


Kf> James QHgg^ replying to tlie debate, said that the Opposition , 
great aimilitode. Some speakers attributed to hhn arguments lio did not 
proceeded to demofish tliese uufounded contoniioi^ while other groupa of i . 
repeated the speeches of years ;igo, without considering what bearing sabaefBfak 
events bad on these earltor arguments, and thero was a final group which dealt only 
in *emphatie protests’. Tlie inescapable fact was that the budget propoaali had to flU 
agM ol ^ 165 lakhs. 

Heeling with what ho called an invariable uutmth~(bat bo was an agent of 
British Commerce, 8ir James Grigg said that he might with more troth refer to 
some speakers as the jackals of Big Btisiuoss ; but bo contonted bimsell by amflag 
that they could more aptly be called sheep in the wolfs olotbing. Sir James Ongg 
then said his remarks did not apply to many ihongbtfni speeches like that made by 
Sir Rmaanni Henon. Tlio Finsooe Member affirmed that the fact that veetod ioteresto 
were appearing as champions of tho oultivsior convinced that it wu not the onitivtoor 
who was going to pay. Tho essence of the protectionist argument Wtt that the 
general oommnnity should lose more than the particulsriy protootod oommoalty. Ho 
aid not think any great economist was neoded to rebut that argnmeat. BIr Jafsro 
Orkg qooted the opiniou expressed by one closely iuterested in the sugar iadaslry, 
whtoh ne aaid, might bo oonaidereod aa an antidote to a good deal of fie"" 
agitation and threats. Tliis gentlemau bad in no unoertain terms eondessB 

tootios of a certain section of msnafsotnrers and the get-riob-qnksker Idea 

anderhiy their argnments. Sir James did not deny that the primary motive ia the 
enbaaeement of the excise duty was revenue : but at the same tlam he ttroofjly 
believed that this messure would have a stabllizlqg and benefioient effeol ea too 
sugar industry as a whole. Eoonomio iotereeta required that aotion would la lay 
erne reqaire to be taken it the disaster wbioh lav ahead was to be averted. Motofaif 
bid been eald to alter the view which he bad orminaily adopted. The Flaaiioo Membm 
agidn aeanred the House that he was not advooatlDg a poUoy of Froo Cmdo te 
India. Nothiiiff waa father from his idea. What he desired was that ptotootfea 
be {oswied, it should not be emesivo and that it shonld not oost rovme mom 
rm nenesasTT. 

8k JoMo Grigg next said that be sharod the regret, expressed in the ooune of 


eiport tu were, thefetoei, advooatiog a tax on the enltlvator. ^ ... 

In eooneotion with Hie military .expenditure, Sir James Oriffi aaid ihe wwa he 
deoelxing the Eonae if he led them to anppose that in tho exSong etcsmiiahum^ 
thm was the aiigfat^ poaaiblltty, e?en if it were desirable, of 
eapenditnre. The Finance Henrbor referred to the sympathy expressed oy mr Phwn 
dietwode two years age with the snggestion that the United Kingdom might igiftd 
to hear an increased oontribntion ; nut he said that this was not the nght tim^ 
whan the United Kingdom was trebling its own military expenditoro, to press sooh 

l£ntion had been made, in the oonrse of the debate, of the expenditure which ^ 
United Kingdom and Germany were inoarrihg., and Sir James Grigg pointed ^ timt 
Germany was spending at least twenly-hxe times Britain’s expenditure, and Wht 


where the expenditure was remaining stataonary. 

The House divided, and Hr. Nixon* $ motion for taking the Finance Bill as reora^ 
mended by the Viceroy into consideration was adopted by 27 votes to 15. The 
House then adjourned. 


Slit MARCH w-The House commenced consideration of the Finance Bill clauae 
by olanse to-day. The second clause relating *to salt duty was passed without 
dfsonssion. I 

When the third olaase containing the additionai sugar excise dnly was pot 8yed 
SuBMin Iffiom challenged the Government contention that the additional duty 
would stop the growth of new sagar factories. He feared that it would badly »hlt 
smaller factories whioh were almost exclusively owned by Indians. 

Mr. G, N, Mahtha said the bill had the bad odonr of antocracy after certification. 
Ibe Finanoe Member had contended that members on tbe Opposition bonohes had no 
reaeoQ to protest on what he (the Finance Member ) had proposed in tbe bill. Mr. 
Mahtha said the Opposition members protested beoaose they felt that Government 
still had some respect for the views of the people’s representatives. 

Mr /. 6, Roy opined that the deficit in the budget could have boeu met by 
tapping ether sources such as imposition of duty on pig iron. 

Mr. JVhBon, Finanoe secretary, assured Syed Hossain Imam that Goverumeut were 
not negleoting small industries. Ninety-six per cent, of Khandsari manufacturers 
were not tonobed by this duty. 

After all the clauses were adopted without any amendment, Mr. Nixon moved 
that the bill be passed. 

Mr. BamdoM Pantulu, opposing the motion, said that ho*: could not help feeling 
the Government was pursuing a shortsighted policy under the direction of the 
Finance Member. 

Syed ffoeeain Imam complained that by not being present in the Oonnoil of 
State when the House mot at 10-30 yesterday the Finance Member showed deliberate 
Mia-respeot’ to^he House. 

The Preeident pointed out that the Finanoe Member was not a member of the 
House and was under no obligation to be present in the Counoil of Rtato. Ho only 
did ao when it was convenient and suitable to him. 

Sped Boeeain Imam discussed at«length India’s debt position and the provision 
for sinking fond eto. Referring to income-tax he strongly protested ggainst legal 
avoidance of the tax by olBoers prooeedine home on leave. He critioised the un- 
fair financial adjustment between India and Burma at the time of separation and in 
partioular emphatioally oondemned the policy of allowing India to be the training 
ground for a nime army for the benefit of empire conntries. Tbe Burma Government 
should in engnsty anu jusUim uOaM some payment for the liabllhieB incurred by 
India to supply a certain portion of the army after aeparation. 
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DEBAI£ OS TBE nSASOE BILL 


Mr. P, N, 8ai^$ speech was nilaly to laswer to Sir Jam§$ Origgi ep^w^ 
dolirmd in the House yesterday. Mr. apeakliiK alter Byed HoeaSn 
said that if there were repetitions in the speeohes ox members on the OppoMtion 
bcnohcs there were also repetitions and old plititadea in the apeeoh of the Finanaoe 
Member. The intensity of feelings against the Finance BUI was apparent Irpn^me 
fact that out of the 17 elected members present in the H 


against the Bill. 

19*. Saigad iiokamed Paahah^ o 

» _ iT • ^ 1 ! -JJ, 


rnow fisr^uwtad 


.-josing iho BiU, th*t Ihe.Gowiimwit wm 

not well advised in imposing an additional excise dnty on sugar without wuting xor 
the oonclusion of the Tariff Board's enqiury into sugar. 

Rai Bahadnr Lola Ram Satan Da$ said that since there liad been a drop of 
over four crorcs in the revenues of India daring the last four years there was a 
clear case of appointing a committee of enquiry to examme the nrMent expenditure 
of the Government of India and propose rotreoohment He regretted that the iw- 
ornmont of India had not implemented the recommendations of the Inoboape uom- 
mittee. Some of the recommendations which were given effect to were later w- 
done. Ma Ram Saran Das criticized the tariff policy as being against the intoreais 

Mr! Sita Kanta Vahapatra said that ho bi^ come from a province ^ere 
there was no sugar factory but despite the fact that almost every olectod meraror 
in the jower house opposed the sugar excise duty the Government still remained 

uDC^Tinrad.^ opined that the Finance Henber’s speech deliTer^ yei^- 

day was a carious mixture of his resentment to criticism and 2^” 

nlo*. In delivering such a speech the Finance Umber w» 

Mr. Kixon't case fer the impositien of silver dnty *|f. 

people of India to export their goods but in return accept only British goods. 

Ur. W*«m, replying to the debate, said that he would ?* 

the iibeUona remarks against Sir James Onpf but would wy iJSuiIob 

close touch with him more than any body else win am S 

have I seen him moved by any thing else than the good of India which ho nse an 

others bos come to serve*. , at. w 

Turning to the arguments of the previous speakers, Finanw Bjoretaiy toW 
Lala Ram Satan Das that if India wanted recovery from Burma of 
tiire incurred in their behalf then surely Burma had the 

their contribution to Indian revenues made by Burma during the past many years 

at the rate of two or three crores per year. . nvm i.n.ig»i •/iinnmnd 

The Bill as certified was passed by 36 votes to 15 and the house adjourneO. 

Indun Abut Act Auxkd. Bill 

IsL APRIL:— No Congress Member was present In the ^®"®® 7^®“ ^{J5^ 
of State met this morning. The PremdaUAt the ^ to order 

Reserve would automatically be governed by military law at all tim . 

Mr unii Pn^nAii Hirdavnath Kunztu asked certain questions, replying to 

whiqh Ur. Xottenham admitted 


vuiuu jur. xuiWuuauA oumih.w'* •—7’ — ’ Anf knf that this did OOt im- 

>7 the British Act and Indian Beotion bv ^ISnMSvo sections and did not 

)ly disorimination for power of command given to the respeotip^^uons nn^a am 

The motion for consideration 


was passed and the Bill as passed by 


in way. AUO UIUUUU *.'• 

the Assembly was also passed. t tr a 

Adjoubwost MonoK ox the I. M. B. 

It ww 11-80 when Pandit JCi»«r» 

*1. a He said ttat Iirf^s main ota^tioua ^s^ ^ o. 


ganisation of the L M. Sa no sm fs^iana mi 

bad been that it had unneoesaarnv a larged 
ed opportunities. He was glad Uiat some rednotion intheoaare 


» very reatrlct- 
had taken place 




mA hdMt thiC 

gghMSofwiBHr.lMMdfcr«fc> OnmamA ttt pnuitiM of i BrttU to om 
^ ttHI Miw BriiUMd. donito tko thot mBoH hod bow fwod to bo 
•mBy^olekW w SNtih L M. kOnoon. Why ihoaM Iodto‘bo wado to bow Iho 
Ito^ Am liiAaol Oropt la Ito L M. & formr parpoMi? 

a. E itt M m i C o wo I i l poiflo^w aai^ to iho doboto, M>d that a aombor 
olate aod iatantto had to bo ooBmorM befm dnwiw w tho aohooM. It woaU 
w iwimblo to ovoivB a plw whioh would Mtlato ova^bow. As too OMaaaodot* 
to-ttM, Iho spoahor asoit aal^ hlai^ that omoioooy of Iho Army Hodioal or* 
daafa atlBa was htoh aad war raaorvo was xaliablo. Ho shoold also haoo a ooitato 
aHohaua of BrHSh olSosts. 

Hr. Eamnt : KHiyl 


tsdasMsa waaid toho pkw tolhofaiy aaar totaw latoo 
laad hr tha qors rasj SB t too prowoi^ of I Brillah to oao 




illih loHoi 


JSir iMsrl ObiMit auworod thit it wib not a new prinolple and if there were 
diflhrenoei of opiaioB le to ita aeoeBeity, then *we Bhoold diBegree”. (Worda lo 
mtatkm were inaudible both ia the preoe gallery and to the ofllolal repwter). At 
Uio tarn iimo ho did aot wish to etaploy more Britiah ofAoers than waa atriotly 
neeoaaanr. flotal rodnotion of 87 offimra had boon made and he opined that it waa a 
diatiaot fmproveamnt on tho proaont attiiaUon from the Indian point of view. 


Mr. r. M 8apm oharaoteriaod the roorgniaation and reaerration of moat import- 
ant noata for Britiahora aa tho womt form of raoial dIaorimlnatioD. The apwer 
ooMemaed aoleetion by nomination and aald that India waa entitled to aak that oom- 
Mtitiuo eiamination for I. M. 8. ahonld he hold in India alone ; bat aa a moderate 
ho ^nld be content if the eBamlnatloa waa held atmoltaneonaly In India and England. 

Mr, i/oBMifi Imam aald that tho reaaon why the ayatem of nomination waa re- 
Borled to waa that Britiahora were aftild to face tho competition. He warned the 
Government, agaihat fooling Indiana by thia bogie of Brittah Dootora for Britfahera 
aa< aaid thoy oonld not be fooling everyone for all time. 


Mr. Tciteakam^ Dofonoe Sooretary, who took hla 'Beat in the Oonnoll to-day 
maintained that it would be far cheaper to oontinuo to employ a certain number of 
I. Ms 8. Oilloon for war roaerve in olvit employ. He waa not prepared to go into 
tho merit of tho qnoation whether Britiah Dootora were eaaential or not for the 
treatment of Britiah OlBoere. their wlvea aad ohildren. Bnt rightly or wrongly, 
having reaohed that deoiaion that they moat have a certain nomoer of Britiah 
Dootora. the problem, waa how to reornlt the rMuired quota. The ayatem of 
nomination waa introduoed aa they were finding it dimoult to get auifioient number 
ef Britiahora through oompetitlon. Mr. Tottenham claimed that the preaent oommu- 
niqne would reeult in a great improvement In future ao far aa the atandard of Britiah- 
reoruita waa oonoerned. He denied that the preaent reotganiaatian implied any redno- 
tion in the number of Indian Offldera. what ia implied waa a redaction in the 
number ef Britiah and Indian I. M. & Offioare to a minimum that the Provinoial 
Govmatonta would be under etatntoiy obligatioa to employ. Thia would alao mean 
aa littfe fatterferoBee aa jpomible with Provinoial autonomy in thia matter. Beyond a 
fixed ariaimumw PhiviBoial Oovernmenta would be free to appoint as many Indian 
I. M. & Offioera aa peaaitde. Prooeeding, Mr. Tottenham contended that roaervlng 
poata for Brltiahera waa not a new prinolple. He oiaimed there have been very 
rapid IndjaaiaaitoB in Medloal Service rinoe the war. Quoting figures, he jpointoa 
cot that BOW theia weald be about 90 to 8B per cent of Indian I. M. 8, Oimera as 
eoamaed with only about 10 per oent tan or twelve years 

^Mrl Pndibab aad Mr. Mmkaia ooadamasd the invidhius disorimioathm uprinst 
Indians. Mju PaMak referring to oertahi re s erve d posts in the Madm Medial 
OoUegi sslii why they were bdng reaerved for Britiah Ofltoers. 

Str JhgriM rVaaed aignedHiat, oaee the prin^le of Britiaih Dootora for 
trestmeat of Britishers haviag been leeagninad, for a long time toe M es ea t waa toe 
BMit eeoMBloal arrangement under toe cironaBS t sne e s. Be aasared that ao far as 
Indian X. IL & Oflosrs were ooneerned, they ooold rise to toe highest posts on 
oivil sMs and there was ao bar or obstaolB In toe way. 

P m Ut Kmamm riqilying to toe debate said that India could not remain oonten- 
tod with a BBore reduotm in the oadre of I. M. 8. The Government must xoduoe 
toe ratie of Britiah aoMleie to Indians, By aooepting the Government reaolation, 
th^ would be aooepting tor all thaes the ratio of two Britiah to one Indian In 
L M. to and would not have any hope of having Indian dvil surgsoas In Ug dta. 
Was that ladiaaiaatlon, he tohail Ibreovor the readution Increa s ed the number of 
Britiah L M. to In toe provindd aerviess by ton. 



'Wl 


It t*ao the FneUeet me ead aeld that 
haeliiK thea baan talked eat 

UmiM Bao 


inm^iffiaut iMttanon 

the debate bed .lataiiealed, the 


Anaao Bob 


theOiia el 


aaa^ M he m ptoeeediM le the Omoa^ Be aueeaead that Ua dellaa weeU 
IB hit abteiioo be parformaa bj • pa&tti of OlialnBMi 
and 8lr Di?ld DofadoM. 


thal hla dallaa ' 
of Sir nUfOM aiittMi 


Sik APML Xha OouioU of State m 
Sir Fkirtm ohaiziMUi, proddlogi 

Aim«SAUMiif» 

Forthor diaooaSon on Mr. P. N. Sopm’e reaolntlon 
partloiilarly b7 enoonrapliig indlgenoni maanfiotare of 41 
iotas within the nwana of the niral olaastt. woo taken np 
Stfr JagdUk Pnmad aSld that from April 1 the qnesoon of 


to oonaiiler aon-oOeial raoehitioiiB to«daj, 


to oheok I 

aiMl Its diiMhntion at 


oninlne was enthelj a proaiaolsl matter and the oentral uosnriunsnt nad no power 
therein. Oensiderii^J|^t qnsstim of h^th oatenM ^bejond pio^laoial bonaomlsai 


ilzlaf the prioe 
CKmrmnsnt had no 1 


the Gosemment 1 
profinoial aotivities. 


oonetttatsd a oentral health board in 
He aasnred the Hottse that when the hoaid 


to ooordinate 
at the end of 


Ifmr toe sithiaot matter oontalnsd in Mie Sapm's leaoliition woi^ be one the itoiaa 
thiR would be plaood before It 


In Olew of ihhi ai 


Mr. Bapm withdrew .toe resolntiott. 


BaaLunoa or laDum 1 


Ooft. 


Mr. tt amia§ PmiMu mored a rssolation that In f ntnre no non-lndiaa, aaospl those 
who were in the senrioe of the Crown In India, be appointed on a oooaelttoe appola- 
.ted by the 'Goretnment of India. 

Mr. Bamdas Fatale eiplMned that the idea of taUinf this rssolatien oeoaised to 
him while listening to the speech of the Oommeroe Member defending the appoint- 
ment of the Wed^ood Committee, fie got the impression that the asotlmonm or 
wishes of the people of India had no ploDe whatorer with the Goreramenl of late 
In making Its ohoioe of eaperts whose adriee they desired to obtain on i 
ting to administration and afiEkin in this oonntii. Ihe most 


tion of the Gosernmeat's policy wse the sppolntment of on oapert on tho Wedgwood 
Beilway fioqniry Committee from feioath 4 mos, which oonntry wse openly plMgjad 
to a pdioy of eviothig lodians from Its territory and had nothlog bat oonlemptxor 
India and her people. In this oooneotioo the apeaker qnotod tha remaika amde 1 ^ 
the Minister of Agrionlture in the Union Oofemment replying to n depotattoa ef 
Indiana in oonneotion with the Markatiag Bill : HSentlemen, yon moat leaUae that 
yon IndlanB in South Africa wW e?er be a tragie eomsMmity beoanae of the temper 
nod temperament of the people of Sooth Africa. Wo hare toot temper aad tem- 
perament because we are determined to keep thla e wbiteman'e oonntry*. Conld an 
iDBolt to Indians be more delibeiate or take a more eggriTated form ? fiToo If the 
South African in qaestion was the best rsiiwsy expert in the world no Qoyemment 
which had the slightest regmd for the wishes or sentiments of the people 
whom It mled would sloop to perpetrate snoh an ontrage on the pnbiio opln 
the oonntry it goTomed. 

Mr. Bamda9 Paniuim said that it semaed to him thatthe eJd policy of appoint- 
ing mixed oommitteee with Britishers sad Indisas hid given place to a new pelley 
of exohidleg Indiane altogether. Daring tor Oeoige Sohnster’e timeeeyeral ;oomarittoee 
were appointod inyeriabiy oomposed of Indto la large propotioiia, bat a most 
regrettifie change In the attitiide and ontlook had set In in reoent yean eyer iinca 
Sir James Qrigg oame, and suddenly It appeared that the Ooyernmeot of which he 
he was a Membm loot fdto in toe OMN^ ^ spejdMr Inetanoed the 

reoent oommitteeB which were entire^ eempoeed of Earopeaiii and said that ladlaiii 
to whatever poUtiori party they mi^t hakw^ to eoald not have cooildeiioe to the 
tovieti^iie tona ooadiioted solely by nea-lndlaBi. Uwm a pity tbit the Qeveni- 
ment ol India had not benefited by the d pe rf OBee of the fitomn Ouamiaeioii. 


> oplnlen of 





THE OOUNdL OF BIAie ( mw nelbi-^ 


Mr. Bmdaa Pfentahi. oonohding, nid that the etroggle for India’s political and 
coonomlo betterment had reached a stage where she was no longer In a mood to 
relf on foreign advice as to what was good for her and the children of her soil. An 
attkupt to solve such problems on the advice of foreigners was an anachronism and 
a political hereay. 

Bal Bahadur Sri Narain Mahtka moved an amendment to the effect that in 
ftttnre committees appointed by Oovemment should idways have a majority of non- 
oIRcial Indians. Hr. Hahtha commended his amendment which, he said, would relieve 
the original resolution of its exolusivism. If the resolution was passed without 
amendment it would exclude from committees non-Indians who mtaht have earned a 
status in this country by entering learned professions and aoquirea a stake In the 
country by Investment in industries, agriculture or planting. 

Sum HOBiain /mam, supporting the amendment, said that it laid down a principle 
which should not only be acceptable but should have been accepted without being 
moved. The only objection to it was that India did not have many experts of Its 
own. Although there was some justlflcatlon for this objection, it was the result of 
Qovernment’s policy of keeping the natiou deliberately in a state of minority. He 
suggested that just as India was producing industrial goods under a protective as- 
tern similarly experts could be produced by sending Indians abroad for study. But 
meanwhile by having a non-official Indian majority in oommittees Oovemment would 
give satisfaction to tno country while retaining liberty of action in their own hands. 

Syed Mohamad Padahah said that the amendment was reasonable both to Indians 
and non-Indians. 

Mr. P. M Sapru said that he would be sorry if foreign experts were excluded 
altogether from committee. He referred to several enquiries in whloh dlstlugaished 
experts from outside had been associated such as Sir Michael Sadler and Sir Arthur 
Salter. He referred to the Immediate provocation for the resolution, namely, the 
appointment of the Wedgwood Oommlttee and he asked If the South African Govern- 
ment would have appointed Sir Quthrle Bussoli or Sir Raghavondra Rao to enquiries 
in the Uniom 


Sir Jagadiah Praaad pointed out that the South African representative on the 
Wedgwood Oommlttee was only a servant of the South African railways and not a 
^uth African himself. Sir Jagadlsh Prasad, coutlualng, stressed the undesirability 
of aJlowing in India the raoial bar axalnst which India was struggling so hard 
In l^nth Afdoa. The resolution menttonod only committees, but the mover’s speech 
included exports, and Sir Jac^ish Ptasad declared that if would be a misfortune if 
in seekiug aovico India shauld not m outside the country even if eho was convinced 
that ad^oe from outsMe would help her fu advanoing more rapidly. 

Begarding the amendment it raiski a questioo of officials versus non-offioials and 
sought to lay down that no matter what the object of the enquiry was, whether it 
was teohuioal or soientifio or some other, there should be a noo-offiolal majority. He 
Illustrated the ttnacoeptabllity of such a proposition by referring to the Anti-Malaria 
Committee, the Sewage Committee in Delhi and Quetta Reconstruction Committees 
and aiked now Oovemment oould act on the advice of committoes of this kind if 
they contained a majority of non-offlolals who had no expert knowledge. It was, 
therefore, not posalble to aooept either the resolntlon or the amendment 


Mr. Seit Parker did not think It a feasible suggestion that when they wanted an 
expert enquiry they must first send three or four non* official Indiaus on a tour 
round the world and turn them into experts. As regards South Africa he said it 
was ouMf the best countries that oould be studied with a view to getting some 
idea of tne best method of oo-ordtnstlim the road-rsii problem and that was one of 
the reasons why an Englishman from Booth Africa came here. 

Paaidit Birday Nath Kanaru complained that Sir Jagadlsh Prasad had made a 
ne^ve speeoh and failed to Indicate what the positive policy of Government waa 
He dealt at length with Bie Wedgwood Committee and said that the Oovemment’s 
expla^tlon of tbta oemmittee’s personnel meant in plain terms that Government 
wwM a body j^itloally blassea in its own favour. Pandit Kunxni declared that 
the suggestion (hat Indlaiia should be sent abroad to study and become experts waa 
not so novel as Mr. Parker eebmed to think. It was an ordinary method followed In 
other oountrlea. 

Mr. Bmdue Paatadkk npljlng to the debate, made It olear that no noial diaorlml- 
nation was invdved in thia tmmtton. It adntitted a certain section of BrItiMien 
who had become experts In matton Indian |lmt exolnded Baropeen oapitalitta and 


-6 AH- •« J NON-omCIAL RESOLOTIUMS 

industtri^ maepates becaoso in the preaent clrcnmstancea of India there was a fnn- 
damontal conflict between Earopoana and Indiana and it helped neither the Brltiah 
nor the Indian to collaborate in mattera where aooh oonfliot ezlated. Aa regarda 
South Afrlea* ho d^lared that the policy of retaliation waa now the aooepted policy 
and even if we could not get an export from any other country ho wouid not have 
one from that country. 

Sir Jagadish Praiad reiterated that Gouernment could not accept the propoaition 
that non-Indians in India should bo excluded becmiae they were not tn ofnoe, hut he 
aoid that under the resolution it was open to Government to have a committee to 
threp European oflicials for instance. Would that be aoeoeptable to the mover ? 

Mr. Ramdos Pantalu ropliod, ^yes if that la the beat course'. 

Sir Jagadish Prasad declared that there was no desire on the part of Oovemment 
to scorn Indian advice. After all tlie roport of every committee would come before 
the Icgislatoro and Oovornmont would not constitute a committee whose recommen- 
dations were regarded with suspicion or projudioe from the start. 

Tlio amendment was put hud rejoutod by 27 votos to 9 and the resolution was 
negatived witliont division. 


Radio RisESBcn 

Thereafter Pandit Uirday Nath Ktmzru movod a resolution that In view of the 
great importance of radio development to India, an All India Radio Research 
Board bo established on tho lines of the Radio Rosearob Board of the United 
Kingdom. 

He said that radio waa in modern days one of the potent instruments for break- 
ing down tho citadel of illiteracy and for onlightenment of the mtseea. The expe- 
rience of England and the Dominions showed now useful the eatabllshment of euch 
a research board would be to India as well. The importance of aoaderalo reeearob 
seemed to have been recognized by the Government of India themselvea. The 
creation of a Radio Research Board would be useful both to this oottutry and the 
empire broadcasting service. 

Mr. A, G, Clouf said that he was in full agreement with the mover aa regarda the 
tho potentialities of radio in educational and cultural spheres. Bui the crux of tho 
question was fuods and personally he did not believe to creating a board which 
would soon get into tho cold for want of money* Besides radio, there ware a large 
number of other claims on Government funds. He felt that broadeaetlim would grow 
in India, but that tho stage had not yet been reached when the creatfon of reeaaroh 
board as snggestod in the resolution would be benefiolal or naefni. 

Sued Hossain Imam said that he wanted a better* cheaper and more eitenelve 
boardcasting service. The village programme boardcast by air was too light He 
suggested that one way of raising money for research wort waa to oolleot a anroharge 
of two and half per cent on Imported radio articles. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru urged more facilities for research work for university proteaaors. 
If a choice were to be made between radio research work and lodnstrlea reeearoh 
work bo would certainly devote money for tho former (latter ?). 

Pandit JCunzru replied to the debate. 

Mr. Claw, winding up the debate, Informed Bved Hoisain Imam that even if a 
Radio Rcsoareh Board were given^ wide terms of rofeienee they wonid not be able 
to substitute a heavier programme for villages. He wished he bad more money to 
distribute to university professors for research work. Government were already spend- 
ing Re. 00,000 yearly and wanted more but could not get itom the Finance depart- 
ment, The roBoiation was rejected without diviaioDL 

LmiAN JvDoss m Hioa Odubts 

Bagi Sgad Mohammed Suasaia movod that ‘the numbm of Indian Mgei fo the 
High Courts of India be increased to at least 2-3rd of the total number of judgee 
of toat Court'. He bad not begun bis speech when the House edfourned. 


6lh. APRIL i-The discusBion was resumed on JBWf Fjjisd ffmemin'a 

xeeolutioB recommending increase in the numb^ of Indian lutos In high oowla in 
Indta to at least two-tforda of total number. Hail , loomed HonMn, oonttnuiim bis 
speech, asked why, when ludian iuclges were eqorily good and to some cases bettor, 
we should have more than a certain number of )Udges from on tsi d f 
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Mr. P. N. Bapm arged that only effioieney ahonld bo the teat of appoiiitBMiila to 
high oourta and ha dewed that high ooorta woold not be aatiafled the foall^ 
of oielttan jndgea whoae ignorance of Indian law and Indian conditionB wan often 
oonunented on the bar librariea. 

Ur* ten complained that after tranafer of Sir Shah Bnlaiman to fedmal.Ctef 
there woud be no Indian Oiief JnaSce left The apeaker referred to llm rnmonr 
thit inetice Bnbbiurao was likely to be anperaeded mid hia daima to Chief Jnalloe- 
ahlp of the Madraa High Oonrt oveteked. What waa thia if not raohil dla- 


Mr* B. K* Batu atated that the appoiatinent of jodgee waa under the new Qor- 
ernnMot of India not no longer within the porrlew of the Ooyernor-Oeneral in Oonn- 
oH* The apeaker, therefore, conld not nnderatand (he acope of the reaolntion. He 
aaked, *Are we going to hare racial discrimination in onr high conrta ?’ Peraonally 
If there waa diaorimlnation In fayoor of Indiana he would oppoae eyen that 

Mr. Rawidoi Pantulu declared that eyery department of adminiatration ahould be 
manned by the Indiana who were beet fitted among Indiana. Amuming that the 
European jndgm were equally conmtent, waa that any reaaon why they ahould 
.appoint an Indian ? Mr. Ramdas Fantnlu cited aeyeral inatancea in which iNurriatera 
and cifilian judges betrayed Ignorance of Indian law. He said under the preaent 
Act. Ooyernment were now at liberty to giye effect to the recommendation contained 
Jn ino reaoluSott. 

Mr. Mamdai PimhUu also referred to the attempts being made to supersede 
Jnatice Bnbhavao of the Madras High Oonrt. 

Mr. Niaton (official) said that the would interyene only to say that the supporters 
of .the reaolntion seemed to think that they would prefer to be hanged by an Indian 
Judge ihan by an Engfisl^ 

Mr. MutwU^ speaking on behalf cd Goyemment, pointed out that the aubjoet 
matter of the reaoiution was not within the competence of the Goyernor-Oeneral 
in Oonnoil and added that high courts, in the words of the Joint Parliamentary Oom- 
mitteo wore esaentiaHy a proyinoial institntion. The Goyernor-Oeneral in Oonnoil 
wkdle in no way hoetile .to the spirit of the reeolnticn most oppose it becanae if it 
was paaaei it wonid he beyond Ms power to implement its reoommendation. 

The mteor would neyertheleBS ^aoo a few yery simple oonsiderationa before 
the &uae and show the present position. The total number of noo-Ruropm judges 
of the high-oourts in India this yoar was 48 and European judges The peroen- 
I id non-European judgea had increased from 26 in 1910 to 51 in 1937 and bad 
‘y exceeded the reoommendation in favour of 60 per oent. made by a reaolation 
BOfuu in 1922 by Sir Phiroze Bethna (who was in tho ebair^. 

Haji Mohammad fluaaain, intorrupting, asked if the efficienpy bad increased or 
decreased. 

Mr. Maxwell said it would bo highly improper for him to express an opinion. As 
regards the value of barriator and civil service judges, Mr. Maxwell quoted Sir Tej 
Bnuadur speech msdo ia lU2l in which he paid m tribute lo the high tradi- 

tioo ef indepeodonoo and freedom which English barristers brought with them. 

Mr. Bimdas Pantalu~Wa prefer the sou te the father. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunsru asked, was Sir Tej Bahadur tern speaking at tho 
time as a non-offioial member. Pandit Kunzru himself replied to his own question 
and sutd that Sir T. B. Sap<^(^ v^s a member of the Qoverumeot thou. 

Mr. Maxwell proceeding quoted tho Joint ParJiamentary (fommittee's repon in 
which Indian Givil Service judges had beeu commended for their knowledge of Indian 
oonntry Iffo and conditions and of the oriminai Jaw. Ho said the report was atgned 
by eminent Indian lawyers. 

Mr. Maxwell’s ststement was contradicted by several members who said that the 
Indian delegation had nothing to do with tho preparation of the report 

Mr Phiroze Sethna, from tho chair, oonfimiod that the report waa not signed by 
the Indian delegatioii. 

Mr. Manrdl referring again to the increased peroentaa» said that there was no 
reason why it shonhl not go on increasing still further. He thooght that the motion 
waa a vote of non-oonfidenoe ia tho high courts and he added that if there was one 
department of administrate whieh commanded the eonfidenoe of the Imte pnblio 
generally it waa the high conrta and it would be againat the shnae of the majoiit;- 
of the Home to say, as waa implied in the reeolutioi, that thqy were aot aaasfiec 
with what the high conrta ware aow aide to do. 


-TIabl. 371 NON OFFICIAL UESOLUTIONS 91 

Syed Hossain Imam said that it iv:is not an nnnatnrai domand that Indians ahonid 
have a certain proportion in service in the administration of their own country. The 
argument of inefTicicncy was a more matior of opinion. 

Haji Syed Alohammad f/uesain said that it was true that fits Majosly had made 
appointments of judges, but before such apitointmenU were made the recommenda- 
tions of tho Government of India were always considered and accepted. Uis demand 
was a very modest one. Was it not time to ask tho (iovernraont to increase the 
proportion of Indian judges laid down as far back as 1922 ? The resolution 
did not in any way moau a roflcctioj on tho existing European high court 
judges. 

Mr. Maxwell, winding up the debate, expressed his inability to give an assurance 
in a matter which did nut concern the (luvcrnmeut of India. He said in the 
existing law thoro was no ob.staclo to the increasing of Indian judgos to any 
number. 

Ilaji Mohammed FTiissaiu, being satisfied with the reply, withdrew his resolution. 
Tho Uouso, then, adjourned fur lunch. 

Hindu Womlx's h'lniiT 

The rioiisc carried with acelaraatioii Mr. \\ N. Sapiirs motion that the bill to 
amend the Hindu law governiug ttio Iliutln womoirs rights to imiperty as passed by 
the Legislative Assembly bo passed. Dr. Deshmukh, aiitiioi of tho bill in the Assem- 
bly, was jirescut in the gallery. 

Mr. jfiuinar Sankar Huy Choudhry iniruduced a bill to provide for trial by jury 
in sedition cases. 

luroKT OF Vegktadle Oil 

Lala Ramsaran Das moved a resolution recomroondiiig the prohibition of import 
of vegotablo oil unless it is given a pormaueut harmless colouring which would 
readily distinguish it from and render it unlit (or mixing without detection wlili the 
natural pure yhee. The resolution also recommended the prohibition of manufacture 
of vegetable oil iu India unless it w’as also similarly coloured, l^ula i^amsaran Das 
dealt Tougthily with tho harmful oltocts of adulleratiou of pure ghco with vegotablo 
ghee. 

Sir Jagadish Prasad pointed out that the provineial Oovornmeuts were 

now tho proper authority to take action of the kind suggested in the resolution. 

Lala Ramsaran Das, replying, stated that it was doubtful wheilier provincial 

councils would work aud whcttier they would lust Jung. In these circumstances it 

devolved on the Goverumout ot India to take steps in ilic interest of India's health* 

Tho rcsoluliou was rejooted aud the House adjourned. 

GkANT to OmSSA GoVlilIXME.VT 

7lh. APRIL :-Tlio Council of ttlato had a lliiu attendance v. hoii it reassembled 
to transact non-official business. , . . . ^ » 

Mr, Mahapatra movovl a rcsulutioti recommending tho giving of substantial grant 
to the Goverumont of Orissa for the impiovemeut of coltago iudii.stries in that 
province. 

Mr. Clow, Secretary, ludiisliios doparlmeiit, explained that so far over Ks. 
34,000 had been given to that province in the shape ul ;;raut.s l»)r cottage industries. 
Grants had been increasing fiom year to yeai and iio could not say wliul amount 
the industries conference would lecornineLd year, lie liOjied the grant would 
be more than Ks. 9,400 given in the last fiuaneial year. 

Mr. Mahapatra satislied wiili the je|»ly williditw the re.^olution. 

PUKCIUSING ToWLK OK InD1.\NS 

Syed Ilossntn Imam moved a rcsoluliou le'.uinmvudiug the (iovMMiioi* General in 
Council to take practical steps in all po.-.sibIo diiectious inuica.»ij the puichasiiig 
))OWer of Indians. He opined that India .*» cuiixucy was oveivaliu.d, ihe result 
was that India’s position in the world tiade list had gone -down. Whereas she 
was sixth previously she was iiiath now. lie did not wihh ’‘*0 latio to bo manipu- 
latod but the same course should bo followed iu respect of eurrcucy as in England, 
the aim being to regulate the prices and not to tiiaintain any rigid coanoction bot- 
wreen the currencies of foreign countries, lie advocated tlio utilization of ihe mao 
power of India to tho advantage by providing soino cottage industries to agriculturUU 
during their leisure season. In .short Govcinmeut should have a clear cut policy 
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for the good of the people behind their fiscal and onrrenoy policy. He acknowledged 
what the Oo?ernment had done so far bat that was far too little. 

Sir JT. N. Menon opined that the devalnation of the currency was an extremely 
complicated subject which coold|be dealt with only by Government. 

Mr. Makiha suggested that Government should try to make the villages self-suffi- 
cient nnita and nelp in the starting of cottage industries on cooperative 
lines. 

Mr. P, N, Sapru advocated the organization of industries on a vast scale. 

Mr. Nixonn finance Secretarv, replying on behalf of Government enumeratoc* 
oertaia principles which could not be ignored. He said the rise in agrioultura 
prices would not necessarily benefit the cultivator, particularly in India where the 
agrionlturist owing to his ignorance was robbed of bonefit. Any interference in the 
economic machine would create its own repercussions. It was therefore dangerous 
to meddle with any link in the economic chain without clearly seeing the consequen- 
ces beforehand. 

As regards the ratio, he said Syed Hossain Imam had said that if the rupee 
were devalued the prices in India generally would increase and also the exports from 
India would increase. He pointed out that the two effects were opposed to each other. 
Devaluation was another manner of putting burden on the consumer and he did not 
see how prosperity could come merely by calling eight annas a rupee. That was 
how devaluation was described by a prominent person. He assured the Bouso that 
Government were doing planni ng in almost every department. The Lloyd Barrage 
and civil aviation were tne results of planuing. Ifo admitted that planning was not 
on a scale at which it was done in Russia or America but that was incompatible with 
a democratic Government. Government wero constantly taking steps to incrcaso the 
purchasing power of the masses but there were no short cuts to prosperity. 

After Mr. JT. R, Choudhury had supported and Syed Hossain Imam had replied 
the resolution was rejected. 

Anva Inteb-Marruge Vauditt Bill 

The House passed Mr. P. Af. Sapru's bill to recognize tbo validity of inter- 
marriages current among the Arya Samajists as passed by the Assembly. 

Bill to Control Coastal Traffic 

Mr. Sapru introduced the bill to control} the coastal traffic of India. Tho bill was 
originally introduced by the same member in the last Council and circulated for 
opinions but fell througn with tho dissolution of the Council. It has been redrafted 
in order to meet certain criticisms. The statement of objects and reasons makes it 
clear that there is no question of any discrimination between British and Indian 
shipping. Past experience, however, snows that a well-established powerful company 
engaged in ooastal traffic can easily put a new venture out of action by unfair com- 
petition. The fear of such an unfair competition deters the Indian capital from being 
invested in coastal shipping. If the Governor-General in Council be given power to 
prevent such competition the fear will largely be allayed and a new lino of commer- 
cial activity may be opened out to Indians. The bill gives the Governor-General in 
Oounoil the power to fix the maximum rates of freight and fares and also to pre- 
vent the grant of rebates or other concessions calculated to reduce such minimum 
rates. The carrying on of business in coastal traffic without licence is made penal. 

SiXAUEB Lines over Bengal Rivers 

Tho House rejected Kumar Sanker^ Ray Choudhury'a resolution recommending, 
the starting of steamer lines over the river system of Bengal in conjunction with tho 
Esstero Ben^ Jteilway system with a view to make it a profitable ooncern. 

Pensions and GRATunES 

Lala Ramaaran Daa moved a resolution recommending the iiisti- 
tuiios of sohemes of pensions and gratuities payable to the families of all officers 
and servants of the Government of India in the event of death of such 
offioera and servants whether before or after quitting the Government serviea The 
mover explained the neoeesSt^ for the resolution was that the span of life is Jsdia 
was beooming progressively shorter and owing to the higher standard of file and in- 
orees^ Qoverament servants were not able to leave much oet ef their 

silarte • 
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particularly dan;jorous for tho loRisIatiiro to su^fgost the 
..MS- <• which would not fall on tho present pcneratiua but on the 

1 °/.**° ahcivl'The local Cioveramouts who after all employed moro mon than 
prepared to spend anylliiuf: more on pensions and 
RratuiiU’s. iurther provision for iho family was no dilTereui rcsjionsibility from tho 
proyibion tor education, for example, and its was primarily tho oouceni of tho indivi- 
dual and not the blale. 'iho resolution was rejected and tho Ilouso adjouTued. 


SovTii African Bill 

8lh. APRIL The Council of g^tate held its Ixst siting of tho session to-day 

and af-recd to three official bills. 

Hr:'.: a short notice fjiicstion Sir Juf/ndiV^ Praifad, Education Member, 

n.Mc ilie followiiij' statement The Ilouso is aware that last February a privato Hill 
to prohibit tJio iraploymout of Kaiopeans by Asiatics in South Africa was referred 
to a solect committee of the Union Lejjislativo Assembly. The (Joveriiment of India 
protosied acainst Mie principlo of the Hill belli tliiccily and iliroii^U tlio A^ent- 
Oeneral and the laJi u' was insliueted to pve evidence befuio tho select cuinmittoo 
himself and to assist the Indian community to present their case. The ^olect com- 
niittce I as recommended that only the employment (»f Kuropean females bv Asiatic 
should be restricted, ihe lestrictiou not to apply to Capo Malays or to Japanese, 
while ^tho trade a^'roem.-nt between .lupan and the Union i»f South Africa is in hirce. 
Jhe (lovcrpment of India are still profoundly opposed to tho principlo of tho Dill 
and in |>articu)ar to tlio dilTerentiatiou sought to ho made ludweeu Indians and other 
Asiatic races. They are iustnictir.g the Agent -t'leucral to make vigorous ropreseiitation 
to the Liiiou (Jovorr.ment. Tho House may rest assured that ihev will spare no 
means in order to safeguard the seif-respeet and ialcresl of Indians in South Africa. 


FtAs^iniMTY or vJivOwiNo Clovk; in I.ndiv 

i^\T Rah lint iwlii Chmiyf asked : Have the (iovernment cDUsiilorrd the dv’sirability 
of having an earlv date into the ipiestion (*f feasibility i f giowmg i loves in India V 

Sir Jagadibh Proinut replied ; The li(»\crnnienl will ronsMei the .suggestion. 

llie Prci'uti'tit then made icfeienee icgui ling the deaiii of Mr. t;>uhrawardyi u 
former nieral»er of the (*<juueil tf ,<tatc and the ha'leis of .eioups a;.%ocialed them- 
selves wiiJi the icfcroin;c. 

Tho Ilouso passed the Hill to um- ii 1 eerlain enactments and icpoal ‘.crlain others. 

Jm'Ian- TAMii A<t Ami;'-:. I':in 

Mr, .Dorr, Secretary. Ctjmnieico depaitmcnt moved .a bill to fiiiiln'r amend tho 
Indian Tariff Act, K'llj to continue ihc pioieciivi’ duty of twelve aiiiia.'> per roauinl 
on broken rice. 

Mr. Dpi/? said that from L’.ilL’.fXKl lens in H)31 the iinporls of broken rico ha<l 
ful/en to 3,000 in edeveu nionilns up to Febniuiv Jt)M7. wliile (lining tlio same 
period whole rice doeiiMSi'd fi nu hUWU to l.'nOOU and paddy from 11J,()U0 to GS.OOO. 
Jho im)Kirt duty had tluMefore pioved elTeciive und there has also been eonsidcrublo 
lise in the prices of iho iu .some paits of the count ly. In view of this llieio had 
been a suggevstion tliat some scope existed for ledui lion (*l duty hut ( (iiiKidcriiig that 
the ri.so in prices was not general and consideriug llie expected incrcaso iu this 
year’s rice crop this suggestion was not favouied. 

Syed Jlotsain Imam suggested that tho export duty on Indian rice bo eliminated, 
lie said sucli duty on articles which were not a monopoly was not desirable, 

8ir David Devadoss and Syed Padshah expressed tho view that the present 
uutv was insufficient. 

Mr. Dow replying said that tho suggevstion made by Syod llossain Imam was moro 
for the Commerce department but he was sure that the Financo department would 
consider it especially as since the separation of Burma this duty was not bringing 
• groat deal of revenue. 

The bill was passed. 

Payment of Waol-s Hill 

The House also assented to tho Bill to amend tho Payment of Wages Act of 19JC 
and adjourned sine die. 
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Buffet S«Mioii~~New Delhi— 25Ui. JaniiwT to 3rd. April 1937 

The Budget Sessioa of the Legislative Assemblv commeuoed at Now Dellii on the 
2Sth. Jmumrf 19S7 with Sir Abdur Rahim in tue chair. ICembers belongiug to the 
Oongreas jmd Nationalist parties were absent while not more than twenty visitors 
were noticed in the public galleries. Sir Cowani J^kanair and Sir Homy Mody 
reprinted the Independent Party of which no other member was present. Similarly 
Bkai Paramanan^ and Dewan Lalchand Navalrai were two exceptions among tho 
Ooilgress Nationalist Party who found the opening day too attractive to keep aw'av. 
The European group also was not without absentees. 

Benlying to Sj.^ Mohanlal 8axsena*$ question tegardiag the death of detenuo 
Saatoah Oangnly, Sir Henery Craik said that he had committed suicide in the Deoli 
Detention Oimp while of temporary unsound mind. He also snpplied details regard- 
ing dally and monthly allowances paid to detenns. 

fieplyiog to another question Sir Henry Craik refused to lay on tho table represen- 
tations submitted by the detenus confined in Deoli. 

The House then quickiy disposed of the legislative business. 

Ofhcial Bills Introduc ed 

Sir Prank Noyce introduced two Bills, tho first to amend the Indian Boilers Art 
2933 and the second to amend the Indian Electricity Act of 

Sir Jamee Grigg introduced the Bill amending the Land Customs Act of 1923 
, On Sir N, N. Sirkar*8 motion the House agreed to recommit tal to BeJocl Com- 
mittee his Bill to amend the Code of Civil Procedure^ inOSy for certain purposes 
(insertion of the new Section 414) and the Committee to report on or before February 8. 

Sir Girim Sankar Bajpai moved consideration of the Bill to amend the Lac Oess 
Act of i930i necessitated as a result of the separation of Orissa. Tho Hi!) was 
passed. 

The solitary member of the Congress Party appearing in the Assembly Chamber 
to-day. Dr. Deehmukhy then entered and prosonted the Seloct Committee report 
ralatixig to the Hindu Women's Right to Property and immediately after hurriod from 
the Chamber. The House then acljourced. 

Maintenance or Rir.iiis uni er Tv'. \hditv 

26lh. JANUARY Sir N. N, Sirf‘^r formally introduced, without S])eoc]i, his 

Bill to amend Insuranoe Law. 

Sir Fras^ N(wce then moved a resolution to the effect that the Assembly having 
considered the Draft Conventiou conceroiug the establishment of on intornationol 
scheme for the maintenance of t!ie rights under invalidity, old ago and widows and 
orphans insurance, adopted by the niiieteenth ses.sion of the Intoinatiooal Confurenen 
recommends that the Convention be not ratified. He said the dclogato.^ to the cou- 
ferenoe, Sir B. N. Mittra and Sir Joseph Bhore, had o.xpresseJ fh»- view tliat the 
Convention had no application to India, witli which the Governmoni of India agreed, 

Mr. N. ii, Joehi expressed disappointment that the Governmeiil of India did not 
attach due importance to Labour matters. Crores of Rupees were spent on rural 
uplift, but not even a few thousands were spared for the benefit of Labour. It was 
a pity that lAbonr problems were considered as unimportant. Mr. Joslii caused 
amnsoment by moving what be termed as a small simple amendment, namely the 
omission of the word “not" the effect of which will bo that the Government would 
ratify the Convention. Mr. Joshi repeated tho arguments used ni the earlier resolu- 
tion and also the necessity for allowing Conventions was being debated by the 
House since the Government were not responsible to electors. 

Sir If. P. Mody said thac few countries had been able to ratify the t.onventiou. 
Therefore, India, which was on the bwkward industrially, should not be asked to 
adopt the position which even advanced countries were unable to adopt. Sir H. 1 • 
Mow bronght to the notice of the House illustrations of difficulties whicli would arise 
aa between the employer and the employed if the Conventions were adopted. He 

13 
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said that the record of the Ooyernment showed Uiat they were alive to the necessity 
of lAbonr Icttislation. 

Sir Frank JSoyee assured Mr. Josh! that there had been no chance of practice 
the Government followed or privilege which the House had hitherto enjoved. 
Referring to Mr. Joshrs amendment Sir Frank Noyce felt that it would be dishonest 
on the part of the Government and contempt to their power of legislation if they 
tried to enforce legislation when they were definitely sure that it would be impracti- 
cable and useless. 

The House rejected the amendment and adopted Sir Frank Noyce's original 
resolution. The Assembly then adjourned. 

Supplementary Grants Parsed 

27th. JANUARY To-day Assembly sitting was adjourned the next day after 
about 40 minutes sitting in course of which 19 supplementaiy grants totalling Rs. 
28 lacks and 79 thousand were passed. The supplementary grants included Rs. 
6,78.000 in respect of capital outlay on Posts and Telegraphs and Rs. 2,92,000 for 
capital outlay scheme of agricultural improvement and research. In connection with 
the grant of Rs. 1,000 for broadcasting Dewan Lalchand Navalrai pleaded for the 
claims of Kaiuchi. 

Sir Frank Noyce during the first stage of broadcasting development expressed 
the hope that later the Finance Member would firovide sufficient funds. 

In oonneotion with the grant under the head ""Miscellaneous ’ Mr. Joshi raised the 
question of the constitution of the Goal Mining Committee and complained that no 
member of the mining community had been nominated. Sir Fravk Noyce explained 
that it was a strong expert committee and would deal witli tlur problem from an 
independeut point of view. 

Iktir-Caste Marriage Validity Hill 

28th. JANUARY ;—Dr. Bhagwan Dae moved to-day referouce to the Select Com- 
mittee of his Bill to validate marriages between the different castes of Hindos. Dr. 
Bhagwan Das explained in detail the 'biological, psychological and economic principles 
of toe Institution of marraige quoting extensively from ancient Sanskrit writings. He 
said that the Bill was a purely permissive measure based on the jprinciples of live and 
let live. It was designed to sweeten tho relations between the different subcastes 
and to check kidnapping, infanticide and other crimes so rampant under the present 
conditions. The Bill will not infringe any principle of the Hinau Dharma. Intercaste 
marriages permitted by the Bill would be a desirable exception. 

Sir N, A. Sirear, Law Member, explaining Government opposition to the measure 
characterised it as mischievous and not worthy of serious consideration. He disputed 
the mover’s contention that it was a permissive and progressive measure but, on the 
other hand, it was coercive and retrograde. 

Sir iiohamed Yakub expressed surprise at the speech of the Law Member, who, 
he had thought, was a social reformer. The speaker welcomed the Bill which 
indicated that the more India advanced in civilisation the more she advanced towards 
the principles of Islam. Indeed, as civilisation progressed, the principles of Islam 
woum be accepted not only by the Hindus but the whole world. After extolliug 
the prmoiple of Muality enjoined by Islam, Sir Mahomed Yakub declared that if 
ex-Kiug Edward Vlll had been a Muslim he would not have been compelled to 
abdicate in order to marry the ladv of his choice. 

Mr. Umaralieka also opposed the measure declariog that it violated the principle 
of caste ajistem whioh was fundamental to Hinduism. The speaker quoted Sans- 
krit verses to refute the mover’s interpretation of the Hindu "dharma’. 

Bhai Parmanand opined that the legislation could not be enforced if society was 
not prepared for reform embodied in it The right course for reformers was first 
to convert people. 

Hindu members of the Hoose opposed the measure. The speaker, therefore, 
urged the mover to seonre the support of Hindu opinion before coming to the 
House with a bill of this kind. 

Dr. Bhagwan Dae^ replying to the debate, reiterated that the Bill was nothing 
new and added that the late nr. Vithalbhai ratel brought a similar measure. The 
present bill was a copy of it word for word. As for the Law Member’s oljectfoa 
that the present measure did not contain provisions such as those made in Gear’s 
Aot, the speaker pointed oat that 1^ measure w;n ^stinot from (^ur’s Act. Dr. 
HI 
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29tb. JANUARY - ‘li* ■ \^a•>.nl)ly aljoarae'l after 7 minutea sittiag to-day, in the 
coarse of which Dr. ff’tju Sa/^hs ivsolation, as auieuied by Sir Uunammad Ydkuk 
was passed ‘‘uom on . D; Klian Sahnb's re&o!utio«i urged uon-ioterferenoe in the 
elections by Govei iini-ju! sei iaats, while Sir M. Yakub's amendmeiit wanted strong 
measures wiili which th'? unnily cotidu-i au J demonstrations or singing songs or 
pronouncing religious oa i' .iguiu'i v.auiilatea or voters shonld bo stopped. 

ui* UuisLATiri Rules 

lit. FEBRUARY :~S;r N. N. Sirenr introduced to-day the Biii to amtnd the 
Contempt of Courts Act of 1926. and Sir James Grigg introduced the BUt further to 
amend the Indian Income Tax Act 1922. 

amendments to the rules relating to Interpellation. He 
described the ujtierejt stage's through which the question of changing the rales bad 
n^ed. In 1933 the question v.*as taken up when a non-ofRcial member, Mr. 8. 0. 
Mitra, suggested tliat the number of questions for oral answer should be limited to 
four. Since then the position rogarding the uambor of questions put had shown no 
improvement. Taking the last Simla session, cue member occupied the whole of Rie 
question lime on September 1. On Septomber -1. again the whole time waa oooapied 
by one member. Sir Nripondra concluded by referrin-^ to the assurance given by 
bis predecessor, Sir B. L. Mittfu*. that before any changes were made in the Stand- 
ing Order tho opinion of the House should be obtained. Ho said that he was making 
the motion in pursuance of that assurance. 

The Congress party whip, Mr. Asaf Ali^ who was the only member of the party 
present, moved that consideration of changes of rules should be adjourned till after 
February 23. Mr. Asaf Ali said that his reasons were simple. The Oovernment 
desired to obtain the opinion of the House. If this was so, how could the Govern- 
ment say tliat they were consnlting the House when only 19 elected members were 
present out of a total of lOo elected members ? Conoluding, Mr. Asaf Ali said that 
the only effective check which the Opposition were able to exercise on the admiaia- 
traiion at present was the power to ask questions. Nothing, should be done to res- 
trict this power without consulting the House and the '^empty benches staring the 
Governmont in the face. It is monstrously scandalous to suggest that they are 
consulting the House." 

Sh' AT. N. Sircar^ in replying to the debate, was frequently interrupted bv Mr. 
Asaf Ali with whom lie nad several spirited encounters. 8ir Nrrpondjra aaid that 
the two arguments used by Mr. Asaf Ah were that the benches were empty and 
that the matter wa.s not urgent. Dealing with the second point first, he anbuutted 
that the matter was urgent and declared that he would not concede that he had to 
make out a strong case for emergency before any matter oonld be dtsoussed in the 
House on the ground that the benches were empty. Sir N. N. Sircar stated that 
more than a dozen members were drawing daily allowances and travelling allow- 
ances when they were not attending the Assembly. Proceeding Sir N. K. Biroar 
declared that if twelve men were unable to be present it was not right to asaert 
that others, who were preseut, could not discuss important questions. He nrged 
members, to persuade those outside to attend tlie House. 

Sir Cowasji Jehanngir then moved his amendment that changes *of roles be 
referred to a Committee. The H /use adopted Sir C')wasji\s motion. The honse then 
adjourned. 

Aa A ienmi. Bill 

2nd. FEBRUARY:— Tii the As^emblv to-day Sir N. Sircar, moving that the 
Insurance Bill be refeiitd to a Selecl Committee, said that with the increase of 
insurance in India and with the starting of Indian companies for fire, marine and 
(dher classes of insurau‘'e, the iicoessity for further legislation became rncroWiiDgly 
apparent. He de.s -ribc I the important «’hauges proposed to be introduced by tho 
M. The definition of ‘•in-iirei ’ lias been widened to include Lloyds Underwritere, 
tliereby makiuc the hv;al aguuis for L'.ovds rnlerwnters liable to all control anpli- 
oable to other msaiviu.;-\ i5\ clause 3 ihc carrying on of business in British India 
would only be possible after' registration and was direote I to ensure that tho requi- 
site deposits had becui made and that the requisite min;mum capital was availahle. 
The subject of commission and rebate and the licensing of agents was a matter 
whioU had been fo ind tu be tine of great difficulty. It ^vould requite ver» careful 
oonsideratton in the Select Committee and later in tlic House and power had been 
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liven to impose reciprocal disabilities on non-Indian oomnanj 
)ealing with provident societies, tiie Law Member said th 


ies by foreim ooiiatriss. 
at every effort had bean 


matmr in a broader outlook and was prepared to investigate and find oat whether 
any unfair, though not illegal, methods had been resorted to by non-Indian 
measures for hampering Indian insurance business. He assured the Bouse that all 
Interests, namely, Indian and non-Indian companies as well as policy-holders, had 
been fully taken into account in drafting the Bill. Concludtog, Sir Nripendra said 
that he proposed to circulate the BIl without delay ana give a long time of 
six months for opinions and comments on a far-reaching and comprehensive measure 
of this kind and for consideration of the same when received. These opinions end 
discussious in the Select Committee, which was not meeting til! Angnst, mnst be 
carefally considered by the Government bcfoi^'? it conld fairly make its mind. 

Hir LbmHb Hudson, Leader of the Kuropcan group, rising immediately after Sir 
N. N. Sircar, paid a handsome tribute to the l^eader of the House who had shown 
<M)nsiderable industry and patlehce soon after the hard work to reform Company Law 
bringing forward another equally important, comprehensive and voluminons 
measure rofoiming Insurance Law. Dealing with the Bill, Sir Leslie Sadson said 
that in a general sense they were satisfy with the proposed alterations of and 
(extensions to the existing law which were desirable and welcome. When considering 
liio BUI the House should bear in mind the special conditions of business in India. 
Uuoting tho old adage that *'tho fool and his money are soon parted,” Sir Leslie 
Iludsou said that tho aim of the Legislature should be to reduce to a miaimum the 
opportunities for the perpetration of fraud. India suffered from the flotation of 
iosuranco companies by persons lacking in experience and financial backing. Oondemn- 
ing tho propaganda directed towaids turning the Bill into a discriminatory measure, 
Sir Leslie Hudson said tliat European attitude had no communal origin. All they 
asked was fair field and the interests of the insuring pubic should be placed above 
ihe interests of any company or its shareholders. Dealing with the provisions of the 
Bill, Sir Leslie Hudson critioised building up of deposits with the Government in 
iustalmenis instead of lumps, alec some aspects of tho restriction proposed by the 
Bill on tho investments of tho insurer. 

Sir y, iV. Sircar, replying, gave an assurance that all the criticisms made not 
only by the Kuropeau group, but also by other groups would receive the most careful 
consideration of the Select Committee. Porspnally, he had no final views in the 
matter. If it was tho general view that no restrictions should be put as regies 
investment^ tho Government would accept that view. There was, however, no diffi- 
culty in this connection as far as British companies were ooncerned as they were 
even now investing 33 and one-third per cent of their funds in Government Securities. 
As regards managing agents, Sir N. N. Sircar pointed out that the reason given to 
justify tboir existence in respect of general companies did not apply to insurance 
business. There was no need for managing agents in order to get funds for insu- 
rance concerns. Sir N. N. Sircar’s motion was passed. 


Railways Act Amend. Bill 

Sir Mahomed Zafrullah Khan moved reference to a Select Cemmittee the Bill 
fuither to amend tho Indian Railways Act He pointed out that the measure had 
been discussed most thoroughly from every point of view for four days at the last 
session which finally agreed to the circulation of the Bill. The criticism since 
received om the Bill, also tho opinion of the local Governments, were fonnd to be 
.such as had already been covered in discussion in tho House as well as in his 
Slimming up. There was no now point suggested. He assured the House that he 
stood by the undertaking that certain features of the Bill to which objeotion had 
been taken would bo carefally examined and that certain safeguards urged in the 
course of the discussion would be incorporated. The members of the Select Oom- 
mittce included all the parties in the House and as some of the members could not 
be present before a certain date he did not purpose the Committee to meet before 
tho date. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad expressed the opinion that certain provinces of the Bill 
Wei'S toe dr^fitic. He narticulariv obiected to the onus of the proof being made to 
rest on the accused. Be slab wanted that the duiger of misuse of the provisionB 
should be guarded against 
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Mr. (7. Mbroan agreed with Dr. Ahmed that the |iO&8ibiiities of misttse war© 
a matter for carefol consideration. 

»r OmAim deolared that tiukeUess travel oould not be ubeoked by law and 
askM whether the Railways had gained by the reforms already tried such as crow 
Bystejm. 

Sr Mohd, Yakub said that corruption among lower scales Railway service was 
greatly responsible for tiuketless travels. Concluding, he said that over ninety per 
cent of j^ple in India opposed the measure and asked tho House to reject it. 

• /-afniUah, replying, pointed out that much of tho criticism w-as ill* 

inrormed since it referred to cases in which persons were accidentally travelling 
without tickets. He said that persons who gave notice before they were caught that 
they wwo ^yelling without ticket or those who paid up on demand would not be 
penalise. This should allay much misapprehension but Uie Railway Member con- 
cluded hy saying that it was for the purpose of removing any possibility of Jiardship 
that the Bill was being referred to a iSelect Committee. 

Ke President then put the motion which was challenged by Sir Mohd. Yakub, 
Sir Henry Gidney and others, thus giving the Brst division of the session. 

The Houso adopted the motion by 40 votes to 13 and adjourned. 


Svd. FEBRUARY .-Seven supplementary demands in respect of Railways for 
1936-37, amounting to about Ks. 78 lakhs, were passed when the Assembly met this 
mominp 


I.VTER-CASTE MaRRUOE VALIDITY BiLL (CoiftD.) 

4tli. FEBRUARY The Assembly met to-day on a note of bree/y good humour. 
Dr. Bhagtean Dos contributed to it when with several volumes of the proceedings 
of the pre-Reform council piled up iu front and a flask of cofTee standing at one 
end of the desk he rose to continue his speech replying to tho debate on his Bill 
to validate marriages between the different castes of Hindus last discussed on January 
38. Dr. Bhagwandas said that if he had been a younger man ho would with the 
volumes before him and the coffee flask to assist him in his task have kept the 
House amused the whole day. Proceeding to deal with tho provisions of the Bill ho 
declared that it sought to siiift the basis of casto back t) its original ooucoptiou 
of vocational class. Dr. Bhagwandas proceeded to analyse the extent of support as 
well as opposition his Bill had received from official and non-official quarters, and 
staled that it was not right to expect that every now reform should como only when 
large majorities were in favour of it. He instancod tho case of the legislation against 
sutti and other social evils, which was in advance of public demand. He conoduded 
by appealing for support to his measures. 

Toe motion was pressed to a division and negatived by 36 to 14 votes. This was 
the second division of the session. 


Hlni.u Wo-min*s Rights to PaopERTy Biu 

Dr. Deshmukh next moved that the BiU to amend tho Hindu women’a righU to 
property, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into cousidoration. In a 
spinted speech Dr. Deshmukh declared that the Bill represeoted the minimum that 
they could do for the Hindu widow. The Bill proposed no innovation, but was 
merely a measure of restoration. Criticising some provisions of the present Hindu 
law, which he characterised as hybrid mo..grel and naif caste law, he asserted that 
the principle of limited property for widow and the other pnociple of reverstonera, 
whom he called “free hooters’* came to India as an importation alone with the 
British rule. Replying to the argument advanced by orthodox Hindus that woinen 
could not have the right to property because they were dependent all their lives, w. 
Deshmukh said that extending tne argument to India as a whole it might u well be 
contended that because Indians for a thousand years bad been dependent therefore 
no Indiin had the right to hold property (laughter). The Bill, as it enmrged from 
the aeleot committee, might not perhaps mean material gmn to a Hindu widow but 
it oerUunly represented moral gain inasmuch as it recognised her right of partition. 

Mr. Baiimath Ba^ria expressing orthodox viewpoint thought (bat Dr. Deahmukb, 
whoaa surgeon had performed many successful operations on indmdaMs, was 
now attempung mass operation on the Hindu society. The eeleot committee htid 
chiselled tAe Bill so much that they bad chiselled away 15 and a half annas and left 
only half anniL 
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ly ip every ehape and form. The Sikhs were resdy to co-operate with those who 

Wished to develop the constitution on healthy lines but not on commuoal lines. If 
the Congress yielded to unfair and unjust Muslim demands then he would not be 
with the Congress. 

The debate had not concluded when Tthe House rose. As to-day was the last 
BOo-ofUcial day of the sossicn the debate will be ceutiuued in the Delhi session. 

The Issuha.kce Bill Dehate (Costh.) 

18tb. SEPTEMBER The Assembly held an extra meeting to-day in order to 
get through the Insjrancc Bill. The question hour was dispeused with and after Mr. 
Laiehana Savalrai had withdrawn his amendmenr.s moved on Wednesday to tho 
effect that mutual provident companies should have actuarial investigation in ten 
years Instead of five for other comf»aoics,; the House took up Raizada Hansrafz 
two amendments to clause 12 the ftt»*Lt of which would be to require insurance 
oompaoies to .show separately the bu.sioess done in India n.s al.so business done 
outside. 

Mr. Bhulabkai Dcant c.\pl:iioed that the effect of the araenJraent would be felr 
equally by Indian ccmpanics doing tmMries.s abroad and foreign companies doing busi- 
ness in India. The object was to show ck'urly whethiu* the bonus paid by companies 
in India was justified by the amount of business done and profits earned in 

India. 

Mr. P. J. Qriifiths opposed the amendm'mt on throe grounds He said that firstly 
if the law of averages wero not app)ii*d over a sufficiently largo area, fliiotuatious in 
the honia would be so great ah to destroy confidence. The result of the amendment 
would be to spirt up tho funds in several parts. Secondly, if foreign companies 
showed the amount of business done in India separately it wonld give the policy- 
holder ao joadequato sense of security and fail to show*^ the total financial security 
bobiDil the |>olicy. Thirdly, if nuctuation.s occurred the companies would have to 
koop in hand larger reverse funds in order to meet the unexpected than if things 
wioro steady*. Cunaoquently instead of paying as largo a b iuus as possible the 
oompanioB would try ;to pay as little as possible aud increase the reserve against the 
ralajr d^. 

(Sr N. M. Sircar, leader of the House, said that the Opposition seemed to argue 
that the English oontpaaies were subsidising their Intiian .section of the business by 
bri^og nBoneyi from then- large reserves elftcwhero and this led to a ratewar 
whid woold aeaa Che rufin of tho Indian busint‘.ss. As regards unfair competihoii 
Sir N. N. Hircar contended that it did exist betwe«.*n small and big Indian compauies 
theniMlves. Big Indian companies paid more bonus than the small ones. 

8ir Cowaaji Jebmn^r contended that without the amenimeut Indian companies 
would be pla^ at a disadvantage because they would as a result of actuarial iuvo.s- 
tjgatioB show particulars regarding methotls etc. which foreign companies would not 
be called on to da That would oontr.ary to the demand for a fair field and no 
favour which the European group fn»quent]y made. 

Closure was moved at this .stage but was rcjcciel and the drdiate xvas continued 
by Dr. Leahmukh, who said that it was diffi ;ulf t • undcr-;T iii I th-* opposition to the 
amendment. Ho asserted that it w^ould be to the good of pniicy-iio! ler to know 
•the exact condition of thiags. 

Mr. Ananthaaayauuam Ayi/ornffar said that the Kuropean riinup were not trying 
to understand the amendment, altlvoiigh in their ]e>art tlicy ku'.-w what irs aim was. 
All that was required was that there ought to he diftercutianon between Indian 
bnauttes^nd foreign business of noa-lodian companies. 

JMr. N. C, Ckunder quoting tho latest edition of the Kngilsh insurance law 
rofeired to provisions in it which reqtiirod itisuraoco companies in the United King- 
dom to furnish a summary statement. It w'as cot at all unusual for the Indian 
IflgitlaEttirB to ask for a similar provision in tho Indian insurance law. 

Mr. Suail Sea, Special Officer, held that the amendment was unnecessarv as it 
WM only imposia^an additional obligation which did not benefit either Indian or 
other oomMDies. tie did not see any need for the amendment because of the forms 
whieh QMor the schedule had to be filled by the insurer and would give fall details of 
Iboom BBd egpoaditare in India. 

Ibo Hoobo qoiekly passed through several clauses and sgreed to take up on 
Wednesday olaiue 86 relating to the investment of assets. 
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On dBase 27 regarding mBnagiog agents Br. Ziamddin Mm^9 m m mAmmX 
evoked a lively, sometimes heated, debate which had not concluded when the House 
rose. The amendment was to the effect that no insuranoe oomponies stortsd alter 
the Act shall have managing agents and the period of office of managing ogentn 
appointed before the Act shall expire three years from the oommenoement oi the 
Act. 

Mr. ffafyamurfkt elaborated the point and defined the Oongress attitude. He 
pointed out that life insurance business had made such good progress that there woe 
a very strong case for the limitation of period while os regards general baeiness 
which bad a great deal of leeway still to make managing agents were wanted In 
order to build it up. 

tiir Af. N, Sirear supported the amendment and said that in the oourae of hie 
speeches on the consideiation stage he bad made no distinction in his oppoaiticm te 
managing agents between life and other companies. It was a sights for the gede te 
see Mr. Satyamurthi fighting for managing agents in general oompaniee (laughter). 

Mr. Jinnah expressed strong opposition to managing agents for any kind e€ 
insurance business. They were, he said, parasites and he naked the Oeogreet 
benches whether they were going to allow these parasites to eziat If he hod the 
power and if he had the majority on his side he would wipe off managing , agonli 
St this very moment, but there was the Congress Party favouring the oootinoinoe 
of parasitea. He* therefore, reluctantly supported the amendment redneiag thin 
evil to fho ffliaimum point. 

Mr. if. S. Anty supported the amendment and asked was it oraaed by the Oen* 
gress that general insurance was not making progreas baeanse oi the nbeenoe of 
managing agents. He had not heard real intelligible reason for their oontinuanoe* 

Sir a, F, Moiy vehemently attacked the apeakara who had given maasgtng 
agents a bad noma in order to hang it. It was a topsy-tur^ world, he anid« in 
vAioh the Oongress was admitted, liven managing agents had the sight to enot 
There might have been ^^rascats” among them os ooumg other profmelona. ^fho 
debate was adjourned fid the 20th. 

20th. SEPTEMBEK :-Hr. Bkuiabkm Dt$ai mode a Ifnrthy otatMoeiit WfUhilt 
of the Congress Party and said that cMBidering many different firepeeaia hit herto 
made regarding managing agents it was clear that there woe netniog to nygmit 
that the party was doing something oefarious in aopporting the oMtinnanoe of 
managing agents os for as general insaranoe companieB were ooopemed. He reminded 
the Uonaa that the period of three yeaira. but without restrkstion of renranersneni 
had been provided in the old bill and the Select Committee recommended te feiu% 
subject to restriotioo of remuneratioa. Oiving fignres, Mr. Deeoi pohitid om that 
ander provisions of the Bill, as emerged from the Select Cossmittae, namely, Ian 
years subject to the limitation of twenty-four thonaaod rupeea yearly, the dotal 
amount payable to managing agents taking n unit of a hundred oompaoiae would ho 
nearly SW lakhs while under the Oingress Party’s proposal, namely, thrpo yoera 
without limitation, the total amount would be S) takha, of which the baby oom- 
panies would swallow G7. There was nothing, therefore, in the Oongreai prapoaol, 
which was nefarious. Proceeds ag, he declared that that was richt to draw a die- 
tinction between life and general companies. From the point of view of progrM 
of Indian insurance business and the direction in which the Iridian ^ mpaalit old 
not make sufficient progress, the initiative and enterprise of men who, howovor pan* 
sitical they might be considered, were rejdly useful, should be atilttM. Ho hid no 
objection to limiting the life of managing agents in respect of geneinl oomimiite to 
ten years. In any case he and his party wonid abide by the yeraipt of too fiumio 
not in a spirit of helpless surrender, but in recognition of the prinoipjo of domooMy. 
Ho drew attention to the attitude of the European group who, bo said, nod nwokoaod 
to the ndT situation and despite the Uevernment of India Act had agreed to throo 
years’ limitation for managing agents, tndicatipg that in the Intoroat of the State 
they could terminate contracts without compunction. ^ ^ 

Mr. 'Jinnah, in a personal statement, refuted Mr. Desai a that the 

independent paity representative bad not expressed dissent to the ooloot usmoutte 
proposal regarding ten years. 

air Lealie Budaon^ on tohalf of the European Qroa|K said tet the aol reenll of 
the statement of the Leafier of tbe Opposition wav that the Ooagrsit oow ggrood 
to th ’ie years, plus restriction of remuneration. Hit group, os rntmaj atotod 
during the. first reading of the Bill, opposed soy statutory ^roitrlctioa of n 



,W THE INDUM LBQISUTITE ASSEMBLY [niLio 

aoa Jfi.Miv a dapgerooB^ principle leading to nndne intf^rfereoce in commercial 
Mtmpriae. bat under all circamstances, which had been repealed daring the coarse 
of diaonaaiop. his group agreed to managing aaents* agreements, as far as insurance, 
ipore eapeciiuljr life insaranoe companies were concerned, being terminated after 
three years. He, however, made two points clear. First, this was not to be regarded 
as being an admission that the European group had changed their view with regard to 
the general question of managing ggt)Qts. What they said was that the special nature 
of insaranoe business was such that in the case of banking compani>»s they should 
be prohibited from having managing agents. Managing agents— they rendered great 
serviced in ths psst— did not seem so necessary to the growth of healthy and stable 
inanrance companies. Uonce, the group agreed to their abolition, as far as the Bill 
was concerned, only after three years. Secondly, having agreed to this radical 
treatment o^ the existing contracts, the group was not going any further and did 
not agree to the statutory and arbitrary restriction of remuneration. 

The. amendment was passed without division. 

Mr. Oovinddaa (Congress) moved an amendment fixing the remuneration of 
mnnsging intents at two and a half per cent of the gross premium of Rs. 24,000 
yenHy, whichever was less, lie said that in this *joor country, where the maximom 
salaries were being fixed at Ks. 500, the Managing Agents ' had no business to get 
BtsMering remunerations. 

jjr. P. N, Banerjee moved another similar amendment with the only difference 
that managing agents should get two and a half per cent of ''the net premium'* or 
Rs. 24,000 whichever was less. 

Sir N. N. ISircar said that in the average case of a small company the remunera- 
tion of Managing Agents would como to lis. 4-8-0 per month, or at most equal to 
n idurwan’s smary if the amendments were accepted. In order to get Rs. 24, OCX) 
nonufUly, the premium would have to be two lakhs and forty thousand which would 
be generally impossible for a company to accumulate. Ho, therefore, opposed both 
the amendments. 

The amendment was negatived by 68 votes to 43. The House disposed of amend- 
ments to the remaining clauses up to the clause 30 and then adjonrned. 


SEPTEMBER There was a lengthy debate in the Assembly to-day when 
the dtsunSsion on the amendments to the Insurance Bill was resumed. The clause 
andei discussion was a new one. No. 39, which was inserted.by the Select (Committee. 

riinning 

■‘No policy of insurance shall, after the expiry of two years from the date on 
frhich it was effectedi be called in question by the insurer bn the ground tiiat the 
dUtement made in the proposal for insurance or in any report of the medical officer 
or referee or friend of the insured or in auy otlier d imraerit lea ling to the is^ue 
of the' policy was inaccurate or false unless the insurer shows that suoh ,st.tiem.erit 
was no msiorial matter «nd fraudulently made by the policy-hold *r and that flie 
polioy*bo«ier knew at the time of making it that the statement was false." 

Mr. P. S. Jamea^ on behalf of the Kuropean group, moved an amviimt^nt to 
Sttbntitate the word -'and* b> the word 'or* so as to make the last ciause read ‘‘oi 
jUmt the policy-holder knew at the t'me of making it that the stateme-it was fal.se ' 

Sir Oowaaii Jehanmr supported the amendment and said that iiisnran*.‘e com- 
panies needed as much protection from policy-holders who deliberattdy defrauded 
oompaD*«« as policy-holders needed from nuscrupulous companies. 

I$r N, N. Siroat opposed the amendment which would whittle down the Glau.se. 
He referred to several cases particularly before the Calcutta High Court, in wluch 
critiem had been made of the present law under which trivial mistakes in state* 
BMOts invalidatod the policy. Companies got two years in which to make enquiries 
nboat statements made by policy-holders. 

Dr. Daahmukk pointea out that insaranoe companies were themselves guilty of 
fraad when, as nsaally happened, they “loaded** policies that added five or six years 
to tim aga pven by a policy-holder, thereby charging mqre premium than was 


the principle of the clause but thought that the condition 
ngardlM a polioy^boldor*t knowledge of mis-sUtement was not essential. 

Sir B. P. Body deelaidd that the section was much too oppressive on an insurer. 
If, for ioatanoi, a polielBiliolddr died five years after taking oat his policy, how was 
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tb§ compitfQr to find oat whether he knew he was making: a false statement or not. 
Die epeeker dfd not know where the Doiioy-i.oiJttr went after death. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai objocted to the ainendmont which calculated to make every 
idUBaieria! statement an invalidating factor. He said that the ciauso as it stood did 
not add burden of proof and tho amoodnicnt would negative the whole value of 
the clause. 

Mr. Jinnah agreed with tho leader of the Opposition that under tho clause, if 
amended as proposed, even an immaterial statement if proved to be inaccurate was 
a sufficient ground to resist a claim. Tho amendment was negatived. 

Mr. James moved another amendment adding u proviso to clause 39, namely, that 
nothing in this section shall prevent an insurer from making such an adjustment 
in the policy in terms as may bo necessary in coii.seqnenco of any misstatement of 
age in the original proposal and further that if tho noiicy of a life lapses and is 
reinstated at a later date provisions of this .section shall apply from the aate of the 
reinstatement as if the reinstated policy were a new contract. 

Sir N. N. Sirear pointed out that the two yt‘ars’ time given to an insurer to 
verify the statements of a policy-holder was adequate, lie opposed to give any 
additional protection to an insurei again^t u policy -Ikolder, The amendment was 
negatived. 

Dr. Deshmukh moved insertion of .an additional clause, namely, that every 
insurer shall publish in tho policy of an insured term.s of his policy, including 
.surrender value of tho policy from tho s(t<'ond year from Uhe date of the policy till 
it matures in the vernacular language of tin* province whore the insurer is carrying 
on his business, and shall supply the pidn'v-hoider with a Photographic copy of the 
statement made hy him. No policy uf a pulicy-hulder shall lapso for want* of paj - 
ment of premium'aftcr tivo premia have btvm paid by him on his policy. The 
mover strongly supported by Dr. Ziatiddin claimed that the system of printing 
surrender value ou policy existed in many countries and it was more necessary 
in India where a majority of policy-holders were ignorant and illiterate. As to 
what should be tho .surrender might bo left for an opon competition between 
companies. 

sir N. N, Sircar opposed the amendment which was rejected. Clauses 39 and 
40 were passed. 

There was a lively discussion on Mr. A. Ayynnyars amendment to the effect that 
from the tenth yoar of the commeucemeut of business of an insurance company 
policy-holders' representation on the directorate should be increased from one- 
fourth to one-half. The amendment was r.qcctol by 56 votes to 46. The House 
adjourned. 

22nd. SEPTEMBER The Assembly took up to- day clause 80 of the Insnrance 
Bill relating to investment assets. Sir N. N. Sircar moved the new clause in 
place of clause 26 of the Bill as emerged from the Select Committee. Tho new 
clause provides that British lodian and United Kingdom Insurance Companies shall 
invest assets equivalent to sixty-six and two-fiiirds per cent of the liabilities to the 
policy-holders in India in the following maiiuci ; Une-hatf in Govertiment eecaritiee 
Md the other half in Government or other approved securities of India or United 
Kingdom. The foreign companies shall invest assets equal to the whole of their 
liabnities to the policy-holders in the fullowing manner : Thirty-three and one- 
tlitrd per cent in Guvornment securities and the balance in Government or other 
s^proved securities of India or United Kingdom. Four years will be allowed to 
both these categories of companies to complete }nvi*.stroent. Assets required to be 
invested bv foreign companies shall be held in trust for the discharge of claims 
•Ad shall be vested in trustees resident in British India and approved by the Central 
Ot^ernniMit by the Instrument of Trust, which shall bo eaecuted by the insarer 
and approved by the Central Oovernmeot and shall define the manner in which idone 
the snbject-matter of the trust shall be dealt with. Sir N. N. Sircar explained the 
provisiona of his amendment and said tliat the ideal state of things would have been 
to rranire, if possible, that the policy-holder should bo secured to the extent of 
m hundred p. c. instead of only two-thirds in the case of Indian companies. But 
thu ideal was difficult of attainment for many Indian companies would be anable to 
ooaply with the requisition. He made it clear that sixty-six nod two-third per 
Mt prescribed was neither scientific nor sacrosanct, and he was prepared to accept 
the highest porcentaga that tho House would agree to give As regards non-lndiao 
14 
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foreign oompaniee the profieion wts frr hnndred per eeat inreetment, the fond not 
bei^ left to their control but vested in trustees in India. 

Two amendments to Sir N. N. Sircar’s amendment were moved. The first of 
these was hy Pandit Santanam suggesting fiftj-five per cent investment, instead 
of two-thirds in tho case of Indian companies divided into twenty-five per cent 
invested in Government securities and thirty per cent in Government or other 
approved secnritios. The other amendment was by Mr. A. C, Datia snggeeting 
fifty-five per cent in place of two-thirds. Pandit Santanam pointed out tnat his 
amendment really meant investment of fifty por cent of the reserve and the liability 
for the otlier five per coot would bo covered by loan to policy-holders. 

Mr. Santanam’s amendment was adopted and the clause as amended was passed. 

The House also passed the now clauses 20, A. B. C and D moved by Mr. 8, C. 
Sen with certain amendments. The clauses as amended require suomission by 
companies to the Superintendent half-yearly settlements showing investments made 
in accordance with section 20. The clauses prohibit the grant of loans except loans 
within tho siirreudcr value of life policies to any diiector, manager, managing 
agent, actuary auditor, or officer of a company or to any other company except a 
snbsidiary company or a banking company. For any losses incurred owing to con- 
travention of the above provision every director, manager, managing agent, actnary 
officer or partner shall be liable and assets shall not be kept except in corporate 
name of tho company. 

A proviso added ou tho motion of Mr. A. Ayyanger lays down that every exist- 
ing loan to officers .specified above shall bo repaid within onu year of the com- 
mencement of the Act and .of these olfioers iiofaulling shall ceaso to iiotd office from 
one yeai'f of Iho commencomont of the Act. 

Congress members joinud tho Governmout in voting down the amendment of 
Mr. A. N. Chattopadhya for tho omission of clause 35 which prohibits payment by 
way of commission or other w iso for procuring business to any person except a 
licensed insurance agent. 

Sir N, N. Sarcar opposed tho amonJmont and stressed the need of retention of 
the clause. Ho made it clear tliat men liko chief agents or special agents or direc- 
tors were not intended to bo roped in by the clause. 

The amendment was negatived by 80 votes against 18. Tbe House adjourned. 

23rd. SEPTEMBER The Assembly devoted the whole of tbe morning sitting 
to-day to further the considoration* of clause 35 which prohibits payments, 
by way of commission or otherwise, to any person except a licensed insurance 
agent. 

The House accepted Dr. F. N. Bauerjtee amendment to the effect that *prohibi- 
tion of payment undor the clause shall.take effect after six mouths from thecommenco- 
ment of the Act (instead of three months provided for in tho original clause)’*. 

CoDsiderablo discussion arose on Mr. F, Chapman^Atoftimer's amondment intended 
to secure inclusion of chief agents among persons empowered to make a commissiou 
and among persons to whom such payment i.s allowed to bo made. 

‘ After two hours' discussion tho House agreed to the addition of the followii^ as 
olauBe 35 (2). ^No in.surer or any person who for purposes of iusurance business 
employs an insoranoe agent licensed under section 37 shall pay or contract to pay to 
any Inanrance agent licensed under section 37 by way of commission or as remune- 
ration in any form an amount exceeding in the case of life insurance business 46 per 
cent oL the initial premium payable on any policy or policies effeotod through him 
and per cent of tho renewal premium or in tbe caso of business on. any other 
olasa thirty per oent of the premium provided, however, that insurers in respect of 
life insuranoe business only may pay during the first ten years of their bmaesa 
to their insnrance agents 55 per cent of tbe initial preminm payable oa any 
policy or policies effected through them and fi per cent of renewal presahuia.** 

Mr. Satyamurthit moving the amendment for the addition of the above new 
olauseb said that the House bad generally agreed aa to the limitation of the ooauaia- 
aiott (orlea of *iio, no”) and difference existed only with regard to the aetaal peicenji 
*tage advantage to oe given to young companies. A ten per cent diffamee H 
favour of young oompaniea had been given by the clause and standing as they dm 
for aonnd ouaioeas both of young and old companies his party regarded this anSoient. 
fie emphairised indispensibility of limitation of commission. 
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Sir M N, Sircar supDortod the ameadmeat and referred to cwtain fyp® • 

praotioa prevalent in India by which agents induced a policyholder to aBew Wa 
previous ^licy to lapse and take out a fresh policy so that the agent might get « 
higher imtial commission. , _ . 

Mr. S, C, Sen said that the bulk of eipenses was represented by <}<>>>u>tis«on and 
the clause therefore would have a salutary eff^t. As ri^ards J}! 

other country h^ a similar legislation, he declared that in no other country did 
similar appalling conditions prevail. ....... . * * oa lu.. 

The amendment was pressed to a division and earned by 8- votes against 2Ck m 
Congress and Government voting for and Congress Nationalists and Independents 
voting against. The House then adjourned. 

24lb. SEPTEMBER :-The Assembly having Mr. 

for the insortioo of a now clause after clause 35 of Uio lusuranoe Billtlia* no 
insurance against who lias been ‘ oraiiloyo'l by an iu:ian>r, shall be ®,. 

forfeit any commission or renewal commission earned on any polioy or ignoiw 
effected through him merely by reason of his leaving such employment of hw own 
free will except on the ground of fraul or gro.Sii professional misconduct on the 
part of the agent.” 

The Clause 35 as amended was adopted. 

Thereafter Mr. liajnria moved an amendment for the omission of the entire olanw 
:J0 providing for the prohibition of rebates from commission by an ittsjijer or nm 
agent either diroctlv or indirtHtfly as an induoemoul to any person to take out or 
renew his policy, ilr. Bajoria ex plained that the clause was |)rima 
as the principle of allowing rebates was an accept od business method and any 
attempt to prevent it might lead to corruption. . 

Sir N Sircar agreed that it was in reality to fraud public to say that ratei Of 
i reraium were equal in all compauies while behiud that decUratiou agents of various 
comoanies paitl different rates of rentes out of ihoir 

Mr. Bhulahhat Iksai said that if they allowed ftoodom to agents to give rebates 
they would be-placing those who wished to got iD«urod in a vicious cir^. Any 
rigM thinking person should be opposed to unscninulous inequity and it was their 
duty to prevent such an evasion ol law. The amendmont.was negatived.^ 

Tho UouKo rejected Vr, Ziaudfhn's ameudmont to omit the passsge in* 

<lause prohibitiDR tho accopfauco of rebato by any pe«on 
iunuranco. Dr. ZiauJiiin iu suiyoit of Ins amcn.lmenl 

rebate was also punishablo under that soclion then it would bo Impossible to get 

‘‘“’clmJ’36 with some verbal amomiments was -uiut, 

The penalty efause providei piinishmout of the civor "f • “"tT'S" 

may o.'ctoud to Bs. 100 and of tho receiver with a fi.iw 

Tho House passed on to clause 37 which prescribes annual^ Jwa M «»■ 3 
niher condUions for licensing an insnranco agent. Mr. A. iV. Caoffopadbopa movea 
an amendment to omit the entire clause. .. wbu 

Bir *V. N. Sircar asked for the Presidents 'ruling 
admissible, seeing that tho House had already passed clause A) in which the phraao 

bad bean used namely “licensoii under cla^ 37. nlsiiM 47 Ifo 

The President ruled that it was open to tho Ho^ ‘^ian ^^rn^ 55 

therefore ruled that tho amendment was not barred. The House Uion ad]ouroea uii 

the 27tb. 

Rathk-ition of I.^teR3iatio.v4L Bu'^ar Acresmemt 

WU*. SEPTEMKR S»> Saltan Ahmed moyai a meAatitm 
Ihe CloveriSr.r5Meral-in.Coa.ciI that the international, agree ment *“«,«««: 

lato ol production and markating of sngar sipiaA in London on JIny o, IW, na 

SeoU moved an amendment rwwaawdii^ tbrt to y aagan^ 
not ratifiad and axpreasinic strong diaanprovnl of the ai ^ of ttaGanW Wwaan 
aaant In inreehm tn orohibH eiport of sugar to nea Mw t to Boraaa for ttn aM 

five vatra without the knowledge and e fjbe indn^ .. , _ 

The amandment farther recoasmended fte 
avaniUB for export of st^ end ^ »och ether afag ft g «|f 
•ap'trt marksts both by mod and by sen for mnnr. Ifr. Soett saM that w 
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meat represented the views of su^r industries on the London convention. He 
btroogly criticised the Goveromeat for not consuiuoi; ilio iuduafry aii-t- tig !.hi: 

agreement and described the difficulty of selling sugar beyond land borders of India. 

Mr. Avinashilingam Cketty strongly opposing ratification declared that unless the 
export market was devalued for Indian sugar tbo price of both sugar and sugarcane 
was bound to decrease. He pointed out that thirteen per cent of last year’s produc- 
tion was stiU nnoonsumed and would remain in stock adding to the q[uuntity of sur- 
plne that woold be left this year. He asked whether the effect of this accumulation 
woniff be to decrease or increase prices. 

Mr. Varma pointed out the vast scope and possibility of the development 
of the Indian sugar industry and for achieving this objective, he said, India must 
have a fair share in the world market. 

Sir Leilie Hudson leader of the European Group, would not go so far as Mr. Ram- 
say Boott in condemning the sugar agreement and was not in favour of the amend- 
ment moved by him. (Ironical cheers from Congress benches). The Kuiopean group 
did not agree that the sugar industry had been badly treated by the Governmout. 
having regard to the history of protection. Bir Loslio Hudson proceeded that his 
party considered that it was doubtful whether India was in a position to export 
sugar. He personally preferred the door being kept open for reconsideratiou during 
the flfi years oovered oy the agreement. 

Mr. a, Dow^ Commerce Secretary, pointed out that the retail price had nothing 
to do with the ability of the country to export under present coaaitioris. Mr. Dow 
emphasised that the danger was if India dropped out other countries would als i 
drop out and it was almost certain that other important sugar countric.s would not 
bo prepared to ratify in which case unrestricted world competition would result and 
at tna end of five vears it would not be the slightest uso iu India getting into the 
world market at all. "We are trying to get into a position where in five years* time 
thara will be a market which India will be able to enter with some real prospect of 
profit to onrselvee. Apart from this agreement there is no hope of any improve- 
mont.** 

Mr. Oadgil pointed out that the sugar- producing provinces had now Congress 
Oovemments whioh were likely to reduce the irrigation dues and which in its turn 
would bring down the cost of production. 

Sir Sultan Ahmed, winding up the debate, emphasised that the question was not 
whether India could increase production with a view to have an exportable surplus, 
but whethar India’s sugar would face successfully world competition in a free mar- 
ket. If not. it was no uso iuoreasiug the production. The only nope of India ever get- 
ting into the free market was by joining the convention. If the House did not ratify 
the convention the whole sugar market might bo thrown intj chaos and the only 
hope of India entering the free market of the world would have gone for ever. 

The House dividea and Mr. Ramsay Booths amendment for not ratifying the con- 
vention wae carried by 66 votes to 52 amidst opposition cheers. The House adjourned. 


Thx Issubanox Bill Debate (Contd.) 

Ji. SEPTEMBER Glanae 37 laying down conditions for licensing insnrance 

I oooupied the whole morning sitting and only tbe. first of five sub-clauses had 

been dlsnosed when the Honae rose for Innch. The amendment moved on Friday 
laat by Mr. A. N, Okattq^adhyaya for the omission of the whole clause was farther 
debatM and eventually rejected. 

In the ooorse of the debate on the amendment Sir N. N. Sircar replying to Mr. 
Bidmia's ohaervatione pointed out that the clause did not require an agent to take 
oiR novaes for each company he served even as a lawyer was not required to take 
oat Boanaes lor each client he defended. 

The Honae then agreed to Mr. Eeeek Saife amendment reducing licenso fees 
fnMB fia. 3 provided in the original clause to Be. 1. 

Sir H. i*. Mods moved in amendment designed to make olear that firms could 
be liooiiaod aa at preaeat to act aa agents foa non-life oompanies. He explained that 
the oJanee ae it atood only permitted individnals to take out license and this 
iB%ht diitaih the eriating praotioe of firms working as insnranoe agents. 

Sir JE Sinur pointed out that each member of the firm concerned oould take 
ont lieenae mad ooplms to wnft lor iaanranoe oompanies which the firm originally 
r ep r esi it sd. the o lan w.ttmwtoe impnaad no hardship. 

^ JE P^. Jfod^ wtthdmw his 
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Ur. N. €, ChuudlBit moTed one of a chain of ameadmeots iuteuded to make 
licensing automatic and apeciScally mentioned disqualiticatioos which aatomatioally 
(.re vented the issue of license. 

After lunch the House bv 84 votes to It rejected Dr. Bafwrjea* amendment to 
provide that license should be renewed every three years instead of every year. 

Cfause 37 was hoally adopted ij the following foim : 

The Superintendent of Insurance shall in the piescribed manner and on 
payment of the prescril>ed fee of oue rupee issue to any individual making an 
application under this Section and not suffering any of the disqualiticatioos herein- 
alter mentioned a lieenco to a^-t as au iosurauco ageut fur the purpose of soliciting 
or procuiing iusuranca business. 

(J) Licence issued under this section s)i:i!! entitle tin jlder to act as an 
iii.siirance agent fur any le^'isteied iu.suiei. 

(3) L'cense issued under this section shall expire ou the :tlst duv of Bfaroh 

each year, but if the applicant does not snll^u any such disqualiricutiuu be renewed 

from year to year ou piyment uf a fee of oue rupee. 

ii) Ttio (tisqiialiiications above referred tu .shali be th* following : 

(A) Tliat the person !:> a minor* 

<B) He is found to be of unsaimd mind by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(0) He has been found guilty of criminal misapiiropriatiou or criminal breach 
ot trust or cheating by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(D^ la the com so of any judicial luocoeding roiating to any policy of insurance 
or winding up of insurance (:omt*any or in the eouiso of inve.stigatioii into the 
affairs of an insurer it .shall ap|ieai tiiat ho has beotfiound guilty of or has knowingly 
participated in or connived at a'ly fraud, dishonesty or misappropriation against an 
insurer or assured and (fi) if it be fonnd that uu icsiirauco ugeut suffers from any 
of the foregoing disqualitioations without prejudice to any other penalty whereto he 
may be liable, the buperintendeut of Insurauco shall, anti ‘if tii** agent * is knowingly 
contravened any provisiou of this .\ct may, cancel the license issued to the Agent 
under this section. 

Clause 38 was allowed to stand ovei till the nc.'ct Jay ponding efforts to evolve an 
agreed formula regarding an additional provision for’ the constitution of provident 
land for employees of insuiauco companies. The House ugieci to the addition of 
the following as clause 38-A : ‘ 

38- A. Notwithstanding anything to the souiiai v in fhe t ontraut between an insurer 
aij J an iiisurauoe aMnt licensed uu Jei .section 3/ of the .\<!f forf»Mfing or stopping 
(Myment of renewal commission, no insiner c.iiryuig on th • business of life insurancu 
in British India shall refuse payments of commissi mi on rencw.ii premia duo to an 
insurance agent under the agreement between them by i••asoll only of the termiua* 
iiOQ of his agreement except for fraud, provided such agent has served the insurer 
coDtinually and exclusively for at least teu years and provided further that after 
his ceasing to act he does* net directly or indirctly t^ohci' or pi<>cure insurance 
business for any other insurer. 

CTlauiiOS 39 to 42 h.iviug been already dispo.evl of last the Honso passed cm 

to 43 and agreed to the addition of two new Mih'ciaii.scs iheicto. Oiio provided the 
Kiippiy to the iK)licy-ho!dor on application copies of (jnestiojis and answeis contained 
in bis itroposaf and ineil.cal r«porl, while the other ran a.s follows ; No insurer 

shall after the commencement of thi.s Act hc^io or after three years thereof con- 
tinue to carry on any business of insurance up«»o dividing principle that the benefit 

sqp'ired by the policy is not fixed but dcp»md> eithf* wholly or partly on the 

results of d!.->tnbutioD among policies maturio;: f <i j»ayra'*nt within certain time- 
limits of certain sums: providtd that in the »ase of an insurer who continues to 
carry on insurance business on dividing piincipicj after the commencement of this 
Act be shall withhold from distribution a sum not less than forty pt*r cent of thu 
premia reoeiv^ during that year in three v. iis so as to make u[« the amount 
required for investment under si'ction 2f> of this .t -t. 

Clansea 44 to 50 were disposed of without amcodraeiit and the adjourned. 

29tb. SEPTEMBER The President ruled t:>-iay out of order Professor Ranga tf 
'amendment seeking to empower „ local Governments that direct provision should bo 
' made by Insnra.*c6 Companies for provident fund for their employees. 

The’ qnesUon ‘whether the amendment fell within the scope of the Bill was 
trgned for nearly one boor before the President gave bis ruling. 



110 THE IMDIiK IMlBimVE ASSEMBLE f 

llr. P, E. JamcB rated the point of order and stated (hat the amendment woulvi 
•atond the scope of the Bill. He referred to previous rulings, holding that such 
amendmente were out of order. 

Mr. Satyamurti contended that the amendment was in order and pointdi c’.it 
that the scope of the Bill was to regulate the business of insuranuo aud this ineludtu 
regnlatine it as far as the employees were concerned. He referred tlio dobafe ou 
the Tariff Bill in 1934 when Mr. N. M. Joshi moved an amendment which inieudod to 
protect Labour in the industries concerned. 

Mr, M, 8, Aney argued that the Bill was not merely intended to rocsolidate but 
improve the insurance business. Farther the Bill contained many new }*rovisioM ^ 
which were not found in the old Acts such as the licensing of agents. The busin .'s^ 
of insarance could not be done with ont of any ooiisidoration|for eni{>bt> ccs wlio wei>' 
as much a part of it as the employees. 

Mr. Bhulahhoi ThiBai stated (hat modern legislation In ollior -.ouMjrlc'i n - i. 
for iostaoco, that housing accommodation for labour was a pair of tho (.oMd.ti i; . 
making for sound working of certain industries. The fioverunoem of lu iia ais 
acted on (ho principle that provision of certain amenities to officials part ei 
the need to ensure sound and etficiont administration. J ho qui'stion fluMefure wa- 
whether the amendment- before (ho House did or did not relate to insurau . - 
busineee or rather was it unrelated to it. 

The pTBBident giving his ruling stated that the existing law lelariug lo iu*-uuiv 
did not contain any provisions for instituting provident fund for tlh- hei.eht o! 
employees of insurance companies. Mo did not say that provident fund did nci 
have any relation to the business of insurance but the relation wa.s a remote oih 
and it oonJd not by any moans be said that amendments like this eamc within (hi 
eoope of the Bill. 

Mr. JamBB moved the next amoodmont (o clause 03 with a view to lof^triiJ iho 
Central Government’s power imposing reciprocal disabilities on non-lndiau companies 
to the special requirements of tno keeping of deposits or assets only. He said that 
the olanse as now drafted would lead to unnecessary harrassmont of foieigu 

coinpanies. 

Sir Cowaa/eB Jehangir pointed out that if the powers of the Conti al Govei nmt'rd 
were thus restricted the Government would not be able to retaliate against a foiiigu 
country in which an Indian insurer for example was prevented from employing Jn'liau 

oJerke and oiRcials. 

Sir N, N, Sircar said that it was wise to have full powets of rotHliation as it 
conhl not be foreseen at presen* in how many other directions the Central Guvein- 
ment might be called to act apart from the iniuiremenU of keeping deposits and 
iseete. He therefore opposed the amendment. 

The House agreed to postpone till the next day further eonsideratiru of the amend* 
ment ae Sir N. N. Sircar pointed out that an agreemeut might be reache*! after in* 
fomal oonsnitations among members. 

The House quickly disposed of sections up to 87, but agreed to postponement fill 
the next day for consideration of clause 8G detiuiog mutual ia.surance company aud 
co-onerative insurance society. 

Mr. Laiehand Navalrai'a ameudmout to extend to mutual insuraucc societies 
the provisions relating to ;matQal insuraueo companies and co-operative insurance 
eooieties was rejected. 

Bir M, N. ^trear pointed out that if mutual insurance societies were, as the movtM 
stated, functioning without being registered either uuder the Companies Act or Co- 
operative Sooieties Act, they were liable to a fine of Rs. 1,000 each. If. however, 
they were registered then the provision would apply to them. 

Mb Mokanlal Sajeena's amendment urging tbo addition of a sub- clause 2 to clause 
87 with the object of giving power to mutual iosuranee companies and co-operative 
iaenranoe eocleties to issue debentures or raise loans up to Rs. 25,000 was ui'gatived 
by 49 votes to 41. The Assembly then adjourned. 

I.N'0o*B8insH Trade Taucs— Adj. Mono.v 

8M. SEPTEMBER After questions in the Assembly to-day the President iu- 
fonaed the House of the receipt of an adjournment motion from Mr. 8, Saiga- 
myirti regarding the refusal of the Government to give an undertaking that they will 
abide by the verdict of or even consult the Assembly before coming to jmy decisions 
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on ^ Into-Britith tnde nogotialioiis which are at presrat being carried oa la 
LoBwO. 

Sir SnUan Ahm§d argaed that the motion was not urgent as the aubjeot natter 
had been before the House in the form of a question and answer ^for tne last one 
year and mre was even a resolution. Whether it was reached or not was not his 
concern. He maintained that the matter was not urgent. 

Mr. Saijfamurti urged that the matter became urgent when the Commeroe Men- 
her stated yesterday that the Qovemment had nut made up their mind as to wheth- 
er to consult the House or abstain from doing so. ^cently there bad been alarm- 
ing rumpura of break-down of the Indo-British trade negotiation.s and in wlew of 
the closing of the session and the iuconclusiye nature of the negotiations whioh were 
piotractedly drawing on and in view also of the fact that the Assembly might not 
meet till the end of January next the matter was most urgent. 

The President, Sir Abdur Rahim rulei the motion out of o:dor as the question 
had been before the House in some form or other since l^eptomber last year and all 
ttiat happened ye-sterday was a reiteration bv the Commerce Member that the Hof- 
ernmeot had not come to any conclusion whether to consult or not to consult the 
Assembly and, furthermore, constitutionally they wore not necessarily bound to 
consult the House. 


Tu£ Iksuk^ncf. Bill DsnitE (Costd.) 

Clause HG relating to the definitiun of Mutual Insurance Company and Co-opera- 
tive Insurance Company or Society wliich stood over from yesterday was uiBSM to 
day with the proviso moved by Mr. Thirutnal Rao that Co-operative Life insuranco 
Societies in existence at th(3 commencement of this Act should be allowed a period 
of one year to comply with the provisions of the Act. 

The House agreed to the addition among miscellaneous provisions of a new 
Clause 97- A laying down that save and except where it was instituted by the aupor- 
intendent of insurance no proceedings under this Act against an insurer or any 
director, manager or other officer of the insurer should bo instituted by any peraon 
unless he had obtained the previous sanction of the Advocate-General of the pro- 
vince where the principal place of business in British India of such insurer waa 
situated. 

The House transacted business after lunch quickly and dispo.sed of up toclauae lOI* 

On the motiou of Hr. Anantasyanam the following new clause lOOA, was added : 
I'Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Act, an insurer oarry- 
ing the business of life insurance shall be at liberty to declare an interim bonne 
<ir bonuses to the policy-holders whose policies mature for payment by reason of 
death or otherwise during the inter-vuluation period on the recommendation of the 
investigating actuary made at the last precoding valuation.’ 

The House passed another amendment of Mr. Anantasayanam to clause 101 
providing that rule or rules made by the Governor* Uenoral m Council ^nll have 
force of law unless the same are previously laid on the tame of both Houses of 
the Indian Legislatuio for a period of a month for modification in such a manner 
as it may thins fit. 


Mr. Satyamurtiy supported by Mr. Zafarali, said that the Government had ample 
time between now and tne Delhi ses.sioD, when the Bill would come back from 
the Council of State, to frame these rules and place them before the Legislature. 

Mr. Susil Sen moved that the addition of the neiv clause be inserted after olauo 
102, namely, that the Central Government may by notificaUon in the omcial gasette 
exeflM any insurer, constituted, incorporated or domiciled in an Indian otato, from 
Hie provisums of section 6 relating to deposits, or from the provisions of sub-SMtion 
\1) of section 25 relating to the keeping of assets in British India niGicr abMlntely 
9 anbieot to such conditions or mouifications as may be apeoified in the notificati^ 
ie said that this nrovision waa essential to protect British and Indian compaoiaa 

nr^’thrt the OoTeroment ehouW teke cerMhet comMo^ 
were not started in Indian Btates with a view to evading insurance law id British 


^ M M Swor hMing agreed fhrt oUuie toa driege^ teo^ wide pe weri to 
•oSe in proTincial Oovenmeats, the Boom accepted Mr. £. a. mifra • am^. 
aat delatiiM the tollowiiie ClaaM “the enperintenaeot of luarMce map dwMa 
all orrait; M Ut^powera ud faDctiuu nuder part three to the ofBoer appoioti^ by 
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the Central Oovernment to exercise in n proyinoe powers and fanctiooB of ths 
Saperintendent of Insurance in relation to proTident societies.^* 

At the suggestion of Hr. S. C. Sea and Mr. B. Dae respectiyelv the Hooso 
agreed to the insertion of the following new clauses : ^'Mothiog in t&is Act shall 
afreet the liability to an insurer being a company to comply witn the provisions of 
the Indian Companies Act. 1913, in matters not otherwise specifically provided bv 
this Act. • r ^ r . 

^'Nothing in this Act shall apply to .any trade union registered ander the Indian 
Trade Unions Act, 1926'\ 

*^Each insurer registered under this Act shall deposit and keep deposited with 
the 3oparinteodeot of Insurance copies of all forms of policy contracts issued by 
him in India. ’ 

Mr. Satyamurthi witlidrew his amendment seeking to lay down that all central 
and provincial governments, public bodies, etc, shotUd insure with the Indiau 
insurer on Sir N. N. Sircar informing him that the Central Ooveriiment did not 
iDsure its property and local Governments were always at liberty to insure where- 
ever they likod. 

Mr. Satyamurti next moved that all protected and subsidised industries should 
place every class of insurance business other than life under the Indian insurer. 

Sir N. N. Sircar opposed it on the ground that the Bill was not even remotely 
connected with the protection of Industrif*^. 

The President promised to give a ruling on the next day and the House 
^adjourned. 


lit. OCTOBER : — The Presideut ruK^i out to-day Afr. S, Satyamurthi' e new 
clause to provide that no firm or company, foreign or Indian, shall be eligible for 
the benefit of any bounty, grant or subsidy payable out of the Central or provincial 
revenues or of protection in any shape or form nnless such firm or company agrees 
to place every class of insurance business other than life with Indian insurance com- 
panies resgistered under the Act. 

The President pointed out that the existing insurance law contained no provision 
akin to this aod the Bill had nothing to do with the question of what class of insur- 
ance business was placed with a partiotihir class of insurers. A provision like this 
did not come within the scope of the Bill. 

The President ruled out of order Professor N. 0. Ranga's new clause to provide 
that employees of the Government, mnnicipalities. Local Boards and public utility 
companies, should place their insurance only in provident fund societies and mutual 
or co-operative insurance companies. 


Prof Banga moved an amendment that nothing in the Act shoal] prevent any 
provincial Government undertaking insurance business on permission and subject to 
such conditions as might be prescribed by the Oovernor-Geueral-in-Oouncii. He 
urged tlhot provincial governments should undertake on the contributory basis 
various kinds of insurance so that the State might gain (he necessary experience and 
create a sufiioieiitly large cUentale so that in course of cimo the idea of insurance 
might spread thioiighoul the country f»:iving the way for complete uatioualisation of 
insurance. This was essential because instead of huge profits insurance business 
was accumulating in the bands of a few individuals. They might accrue fto the 


State. 

Dr. Ziauddin Jieartily supported the ameudment and said the State was the 
proper authority which ought to bear losses of individuals by uuder-taking insurauce. 

Sir N. N. Sircar said that he would have no objection if provincial governments 
conducted insurance business as provided iu the India Act of 1935, out that tor 
Oovernor-General-in-Coancil to prescribe the method of business to be conducted by 
provinpes was unthinkable. 

S\t Cowasji Jehaftgir and Hr. Aney opposed while Mr. Sautanam supported the 
amendment which was eventually negatived. 


On Mr. Satyamurtis motion the House passed the following proviso to eub- 
clause one of clause three : *Trovidod that nothing in this Act shall apply to any 
insurance business carried on by the Government of Govemora’ provinoes.*\ 

The House aJso accepted on Dr. DeahmuWs motion a new olanse after claosa oae 
hundr^ to the effect that in cases where a definite number of premiums is payable 
the policy of life insurance on which ail premiums have been paid for threa 
consecutive years shall acquire a guaranteed surrender value tad notwithstaiidiDg any 
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contract to the contrary shall not lapse by reason of non-payment of farther pre- 
minms, bat shall, notwithstanding such non-payment, be kept aiife to the extent of 
its paid-up value. 

An explanation defines paid up value and mentions the exceptions to which the 
(danse shall not apply. 

Tlie House then passed rapidly through all the remaining amendments end con- 
cluded consideration of the Bill clause by clau.so and then adjourned. 

SErcRiTiES Act Amend Bili. 

2nd. OCTOBER ; Sir James Grigg, Finance Member, moved fto-day that the 
Hill for amcMiding the Indian Securities Act be taken intu consideration, w Jamdh 
explained that since the inception of the Reserve B:mk there had not l^n full time 
work for the Controller of Currency and hence tlit« decision to transfer the Wnole 
of his work to the Reserve Bank. In fact, sinco the Reserve Bank had started func- 
tioning the Controller of Ciirrimoy had been engai'.ed in the process of transferring 
his duties to the Reserve Bank. 

Mr. K. Santanam pointed out that if the post of the C»ntroIlur of Ourranoy had 
been abolished a year ago the Indian Exchequer would nave saved a lot of money. 
The Government hail unnecessarily delayed the matter. 

Mr. Sriprakasa wanted the Reserve Bank to continue to keep money on the 
same terms as the Controller of Currency who gave interest without extra charge in 
the shape of commission. 

Mr. B. Das wanted to know whether the Annual Report published by the 
Controller of Currency, which gave valuable information regarding Oovernment'a 
financial operations, would coutinao to he published and also whether the Finance 
Member and the Government would continue to have an adequate control over the 
Reserve Bank s activities. 

Mr. N. G. Ranga associated himself with the dumand of Mr. B. Daa that the 
annual report should continue to be published, lie was not in favour of tranifer- 
ring so much puwei to the Reserve Bank, over which the Government did not have 
complete control. 

Mr. Avinashilingam Chetti wanted to know when the amendment to the rules 
would be carried out. He hoped it would be done soon a.s otherwise the public 
would be put to great trouble. 

Sir James Origg gave an assurance that the Government of Indie would have 
control over the lU«serve Bank'.s functions in the matter of currency and credit end 
proposed to regulate thorn by au informal agreement with the Bank. He hoped that 
would roassuru the meml)or.s mtIio th uight this Bill meant the lessening ot control 
of the Central Ouvernment. The Bill merely transferred certain routine fauotions 
regarding certain a.spects of management of the public debt to the Bank. The 
Reserve Bank would issue an annual report on matters of interest iu conuectiou 
with currency and credit during the year. They had in fact already started doing sA. 

The House accepted ^ir damc^ Grigg s motiou au 1 pas.sod the Bill. 

Thk Ivsl’ranve liiu. 1 )ki».(Tk (Co.vtik) 

ih)fore the House took up the third reading of tli s Insurance Bili, Mr. Bhulabhai 
Desai^ Leader of the Congress I*artv in flio .Asseml>Iy, a.sked for permission from 
the Chair to rectify what ho deMrnbeJ as an in.i Jvi-rtruitni omis.sioo vesterday during 
the discussion on the amendments to movi‘ ouo reliitin.^ to schedules for providing 
IQ the case of an insurer having liis principal |jl.w:e of business outside British 
India, the expenses of man;igt?rnent of I-jliI bu'^iness need not bo split up into 
several sub-hrad.s if thev ar»! not so split uf> in liis own country. 

The l^esident ruled that it was too late for any amendment of this kind to be 
moved then. 

“Sir N. AT. Sircar then movi 3 i without a spiv^'.-h that tho Bill bo passed. 

Sir Cowasji Jekangir pointed out that impression conveyed by the Tiiir 
Member that Indian general iusuran-re ‘•ompanies were prosperous was iauorrect and 
said that they wore not doing well at all and as things stood there was little proa- 
pect of any great movement in then position. Ho rofcriod to tho oODsidarable 
uneasioess existing among important insurance cindos at the Mceptaoqe of the 
definition of chief agents, which nullifiod the efToct of the provision limiting com- 
mission of insurance agents. If this deliuition stood it was certain that the Bill 
would be amended very .soon. He paid a tribute to the l^auler of tho Bouse 

15 
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who had dispUjad great patience, great eense of justice and on the whole drematneU 
a ^atoat Indian*' and steered the Bill through when he was not in his health. 

Sir Leslie Hudson said the Bill in broad outline was a sound measure. It would 
certainly ser?e its main purpose, namely, of cleaning up the unsound and cthu 
dangerous position to which Indian insurance had reduced itself. It should also 
go far to ensure that, .in future, insurance in I ndia would develop on sound Sines, 
out while the general structure was good it coutained defects, ft was inevitahlH 
where an attempt was made to reconcile two conflicting systems of legislation, namely, 
the Canadian and the English. He referred to many umeniment.s which were at 
variance with sound insurance practice and of whicli further consideration was 
essdhtid. He paid a tribute to the Law Member, about vvliom sumo liard things 
had been said (a voice : none in this House) but who hiid himself some haid 
words to say not only about mismanaging a.:[eots but ubont critics in almost 
every quarter of the House. “But let me say at on<;»j rbut v.t* <,l tliis group ixm o;'- 

nise that even where he gave us his haid^-st kn.'r k., he <ii 1 mj in what he sinrere!;. 

■Iielieved to be in the best interests of Iniia un i inliau i/i^urarn.e and we 
them in the same spirit, fur we liavt^ uu is, lit t , er,.- i fiur -lu v.-* expect speeiul 
treatment or favours at the hands of tli>* Ooveiunjent. wc do not spare the 

view of some members opposite that tlie Ooveinmoiit of In<Jiu seelws only to dcfeini 
European interests at the expense of Indian i:itui‘u-.t>.. All di i c.viiect to receive 
from the Law Member was fair hearing and equiral l^j and 1 say unhesi- 

tatingly we received both (cheers) aad that nut only from iiim, hut from othfi 
members of the House.*' He al.so paid a tribute tu .Mr. .^u.shii .Sen. 

Mr. Sali/amurti referred to the difhculties undur which liic IJou.se worked, parti- 
cularly the absence of any procedure whereby cupie.s thr Uii! with all the ameud- 
meots incorporated, could be made available w mcmb(‘i>> .so tiiat they might have a 
whole conspectus of the mea.sure. He suggested impioviment of procedure tu 

secure this end. He passed on to pay unstinted tribute of admiration to the great 
ability and industry of the Law Member, rho l^aw Member had employed the 

dictum that ability was character, for ho could nut do anything wrong consciously 
“Jlore than that I. wa.s pleased, hero on the tloor of thi; Hou.se, when he spoku un 
any Congressman would have spoken on protection of Indian righLs against non- 
indian rights. 1 trust it was not a lapse on his part, hut I believe profoundly it 
was a genuine expression of feeling in his mind that us iie sees day after day the 
inner workings of the Government of India, his heart is becoming chaugerl and he 
realises that if the best interests of the country are to be served, they should be 
served by Indians first and Indians last." He paid a tribute Vo Mr. Susiiil Sen and 
said if he could give a chit regarding the future SuperintenJeut of Insurance, he 
would give it to Mr. Sen. He also spoke appreciatively of sumo members of thr 
Gongres.s Party, particularly ^'the three Mukheteers", Al(‘s‘sr.s. Auantusuyanam Iyengar. 
K. Sanatanam and Sami Venkatacheliam Chetti. He referred to the (.'bugress Party's 
acceptance of Clause 26, in which they put the rno'jt objectionable part of the 
Governoient of India Act, namely, that Britishers should be treated as Indians. It 
was a bitter pill to his Party to .swallow, but they .swallowed it bcwausu the Law 
Member had stated more than once that under the Goveinmeiit. of India Act, it 
any doabt arose regarding attempt to define Indian, iiou*lndiau or United Kingdom 
insurers, it would be reserved for Hi.s Majesty's a.s.sent. ’I'he Party thought tbaf 
the good features of the Bill were .such that they ought to eat the bitter pill, but 
he^reminded the European Group that Section in oi the Govtjinment of India Act 
was not going to be permanently on the Sutute Book if the Congrosa Party had 
their way and he would a.sk the European Group to take advantage of the friendly 
section of 116 and not rely on the broken reed of section 113. 

Continuing Mr. Satyainurti said he had nothing to say with regard to managing 
agenll beyond this that if after the abolition of managing agent.s. insurance busine-ss 
iloarished in India, nobody would be happier than him.self. 'Jhc success or otherwise 
of this legislation would however depend to a large extent on the Superintendent of 
Insurance and he therefore hoped the best man would be aypointed without regai'd 
to rnoud and communal considerations. 

Sir H. P. JUody said that this Bill had been wonderful from many points ef view. 
Young or old, Indian or foreign, weak or strong companies alike had reasons to com> 
plain in the manner they had been dealt with, lie did not know whether such damsge 
was intonded to be done to managing agents as had been done. He heard an insurance 
coohanj was named the Genuine Insurance Company, whose Managing Agents were 
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ji happy company but after iht* of this lagij^lation thtjra w.mi i neither be a 

(4ename Insurance Company nor happy managing ageubi (Laughter), lie was going 
to advise all his insurer friends to close their shops and become policy holders 
tLaughter), He paid a warm tiibute to Mr. S. C. Sen and Sir N. N. Strcai for pro 
duoing this legislation and said ho hal not seen Sir N. N. Sitxar with a cap, but be 
had certainly added another feather to his cap (Ijaugbter). 

Mr. M. i>. Ancy i hough: tiul tin* measiiro might noo-.l radical rouditicutious but 
Icserve to bo given a fail trial. Hurd things had undoubtedly boeu said iu the 
..nurse of tho debate |i.»iti>..u'.Uiy uboui ‘ihe uulioly ulduiice’ belwoea thu IXuigrohS 
and iho Uovetumont <>i. oe^asious but tiiev hud been forgotlou now. 'They only iudi- 
. atod how strongly th.) membur.s felt. He him>olf was not afraid of jdiniug hands 
^vith the Government if h.j thought n iighi, bur the sight of the Congress and tho 
Government voting togetlicr wa* startling enough . He paid a tribute to the 1 j4w 
M ember in whom '.hi* ' f;‘I» ii hai a n:;t» Ind»au sitNiig on t.he Oover«m'*nf 

• -eiichtiS. Ho .ii.N i jk.ii-. * • iJciigu! Monib:*!.s d bis (Vitiv .ind Messry. Aiiati- 

i.>ayanam K. .*.il S Sityumnii. The Liw Member lust year 

■■ X pressed .some (beict \v!>..th.‘i )> k] y-h.’ld 'ix v.i‘v ieutly erg.iuisod to repvesent 

•iieir standpoint but :!.■• • thoigle ili. I.iw Mt'mluu liiiu.'elf hud shown gp*a» 

M gard for im ! !=:• ;; .^vippuiter. 

Mr. lihulahi'nn Ik ili iwgii: f'j.i* it migii* Im? f.'It fh ' Hil! would liav.: i 'ou 

oetter if the vi w i oi i;a' li laiunlM's lu l prevailed. Yei ln‘ thought tho Ilo.ise had 

ecared tbo t.xunmen max. m i.':] and on ittui iiv hn irtal hi.s fel!* itaii(M}.s to the Jj^,‘adot 
■ f the House, lie tnbi.**- p; Mr •'Vu .ind f>» the Se .rrtary of the .is-sembly 

.i;id the italt who ijeifi-' ! .m-tr mknig bv ♦•fii.uet^t I 'llation t>f» LMXX) odd ainorid- 
menls. As ixgard.^ thi >Jjaiye "i tljo (^)Og}e.> H.irtv i iunbining with the Govern- 
ment, Mr. Ihisai sur! iliui he v. u'- mu afraid "f rnuktng • oinhinatioii wirli uiiyouo if 
fi(* agreed witli iiira. II" i itii ‘.^s! i i»»s ..e.’ise of disapjMjintmmit that ho was uuablo to 
eoutribute as mw'd) a iie « void liu' e done if the Ifuuo* l;.id been a .sovoroign ioLMala- 
»urc Ho dedal imI le. was a pro* Indian hist an J I’l.st ami it he spoke bittoriy of 

Suotioii 113 of the Gov. rum*. nt <»( India Aet d was becjiuse ii pruvouted him ii’om 

being prO'Judiau tin' fiiiit-.-l extent. Hu did not make any apology for it. Who 
lid not di.scrimina^e ir h> ‘'wr, iniero^f. be imkt d ; >Vhu \v >nld not ftnol hittor if 
Tis right to legislai. iii hi^ «).\n .otmtiy shoiPd in: res’nded lu the manner that 
Section li:4 sought i • do II" f|uii.c appieciatcd tho Kuropcaii irroup K partiahty for 
Hie principle of m.iximum puoheit^ and no restrictions bui ihat was a priuoifilo 
vinch ( Oil Id be a"icd upon if liiiiaa insuram. e had all tho oxperienoo and rosourcos 
hat British busiuv.<-s had huilt u| . India, domiiiaied and imtiovorishod, could not 
accept it. Ho had h arnt Ilia! in all logmiativo measures of thi.-, kind and in nthor 
things too, life was a matt*, i "i comiirumise. lii that .‘'pirii they bad worked on tho 
Hill and iu that spirit h^ vouimvujdeu it to ilio H"Usi\ 

bit y. j\. vSirror ai.kiie^v ledged the kind woids .sail about tiim iuii said tho most 
piominent feature of tiic nuu ieen days' debate wa^ ih.; ugrocment regarding section 
il.3 of tho (iovi riimeiit ui India Act. iie had explained his dilKculties to the Uouso 
and appealed to them tu postpone the struggle over that section fur other occasions 
as be aid uoi want to wie^k the Hill which was so nci essary for placing Indian 
business on a sound footing and getting control over tnisiiievs of foreign insururK. 
Many members liad a tiard .struggle to give up the point of view on which they held 
strong view.K, and while ho was glad Iii.^ appeal i*:id ho recognised tho 

sacrifice which lud been made for .saving the .situatifiu. Tiie l,aw Member referred 
to the iear expiessud by tho Kurupeau Group tiiat thu iiece.ssiiy of showing the life 
fund of Indian buhini;.>».s v.oull lead to British comiiauics being compelled to use only 
the Indian fund lui bonus to < Indian f/olicy- holders. Ttiat apprehension was 
unfounded and if in future an attempt was made to amend tiie Act so as to place 
such a rostrictioD the Government would have no hesitation in opimsiog it. There 
was nothing to prevent for*Mgn companies treating all policy-holders aliko and doclar- 
ing such bonus as was justified by their total life fund and not only the life fund 
in India. Sncli bonus would nut amount to dumiiing as it had been interpreted. 
Proceeding to deal with conthetiog interests, namely, well-established Indian Com- 
mies, young companies, United Kingdom and uon-United Kingdom Companies, 
Sir M. M. Sircar explained that each had gained some advantages and lost some 
demands. The well-established companies gained in the shape of control by registra- 
tion, licensing and powers of investigation given to the Buperintendenl, protection 
hy prevention of entry of new foreign companies for twenty years, and powers of 
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reUliatioQ against foreigo coaatries. Yoang companies gained by the reduction of 
initial deposits from one lakh to fifty mousand and nine years for subsequent 
instalments of deposit exemption of the existing companies, provision regarding the 
working capital and allowance of extra ten per cent in the matter of maximum com- 
mission. As regards the policy-holders the benefits conferred on them included insis- 
tence on working capital to prevent policy-holders* money being utilised for expense, 
funds made absolute security for policy-holders, fifty-five per cent 
liabilities to policy-holders to be iavested in gilt-edged and trust securities, high 
remuneration to managing agents barrad, prevention of frivolous objections by 
insuiwnoe companies after two years and non-iorfeiture of policies after two years 
eoi^on- forfeiture of policies after premiums had been paid for three years. 

The House agreed to the third rming amidst cheers and adjourned till the 5tb. 

Mines Act A biend. Bill (Contd.) 

5th. OCTOBER :—Sir|2hoinas Stewart^ Commerce Secretary, moved to-day that the 
Mines Act Bill, as reported by the select committee, be taken into consideration. 
He explained the principal changes made by the committee and assured the 
House that the rules proposed to be made were matters of technical detail and did 
not oonstitute any invasion on the legislative powers of the House. He suggested 
that the Bill should be expeditiously passed as the regulations were meant to save 
haman life and that any avoidable delay in passing them was undesirable from the 
point of view of safety. He repeated the assurance that, as far as uossiblo^ the 
committee which would set up to administer the resdue stations would consist of 
one member of the mines iospectorate, two members representing the colliery owners, 
two representing the managers and two representing labour interests. As regards 
the cost of the administrative machinery, the initial expenses for the building and 
apparatus would be Rs. 95,000 and a recurring expenditure of Rs. 35,000. The first 
year*s expenditure would be Rs. 1,35,000. The cess of two pies per ton proposed to 
be levied, therefore! was most reasonable. He also reiterated the assurance that this 
Bill did not represent the sum total of the Government's decisions on the report of 
the Coal Mining Committee. ‘ 

Professor Ranga^ supporting the motion, asked for an assurance that, in case 
the representation of mine-owners and managers increased, a proportionate increase 
would be made in the representation of miners also. He also asked that the rules 
made under the Act should be placed on the table of the Mouse for opinion to be 
expressed thereon. He wanted the House to guaid against a repetition of the 
experience of the Tea Cess and Coffee Cess (lommittecs on wliich members of foreigo 
experts were appointed. 

Sir Thomas SUwart assured Mr. Raoga that the Govornment had in mind the 
question of choosing of representatives of Labour for the Rescue Station Committee 
in the same way as for the Mining Board. The rules made under the Act would be 
published in order to elicit public criticism and the views of the iuterests concerned. 

The motion was passed and the House took up the ameDdmont.s. 

Mr. K, Santanam moved an amendment to provide that '^the central rescue 
.stations shall have an adequate representation of workers in the mines concerned.” 
He said that the Industries Member had already accepted the principle and assured 
the House that two Labour representatives would be appointed, but^the speaker wanted 
a specific statutory provision in this matter. 

After some discussion which was continued informally during the luncheon 
interval, Mr. Santanam withdrew his amendment and agreed to the amendment 
moved by Mr. Ranga to the effect that the authorities charged with the manage- 
ment of the central rescue stations should include representatives of owners, 
manageif and miners belonging to the mines concerned. The House accepted the 
amendment. 

Another amendment moved by Dr. P. iV. Banerjee to reduce the Cess from six 
pies to three was negatived. Mr. Banerjee urged that the initial expenses should be 
incurred from Government revenues and only the recurring expenditure from the 
ces^ which in that case could be easily reduced. 

Sir Thomas SUwart explained that six pies was the upper limit which would 
not be enforced uniformly in all the areas. At present only two pies would be 
cha»ed in the Jharia and ttaneegunj areas. 

Mr. Ramnarain Singh moved an addition to the proviso that the rules made 
nnder the Aot shall not oome into force until they have been placed on the table of 
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thf Hoiis»‘s of f!u» Onfra* T,i»ps!aturi> a: U^ast for a m(»n»h whil<» thpy aro in 
atiJ hart* l)t>en a^jp-.vi'd by res- »1 si lions of Ito'li FImim's' 

Mr. AbJul Mr. rihiasuddin. Mr. Thirumal Rau. Mi liaJpl. Mr Auey 

an<J Mr. iJeorpo .losopli supporb^l the amundmout. 

Sir Thomas Stewart optiosed tht» acneQdm<»n(, fiointin;; out tlut tlio rulos were 
maiiiiv of a leuhuical nature and were not likelv to trench on the powers of the 
l/PCi’iJatures. 

'J'he .imeiulmenf was prt-sse l to a division and rcjorted hy 10 %'otcs to 44. 

Mr. Bhulahhni /A;.«/i#. speakiii^" after Sir Thomas Stewart on Mr. Ham Narain 
^•njlh s araendrnent. refened io Lird llowart's du turn that the Sorvices and 
permanent set vices were {retfin;: too much power and ;;ettiiu; too fond of exercisint: 
that power. They were also ;:efling fon«! of anyboily who supporliHl the exorcise of 
^hat power and »lisHkcd those who wished to lestrict the exercise of such unroB- 
trieied f»o\vcr. Ife said that the Hnusc had no alternative hut to supt>ort the 
jraer.Jmrnt, Th* Bill was finally pa.ssod« 


Patsa rMVKitsirr A« r Ami.vo. Hill 

>ii tf Hitifnit ;luMi moved ( onsidetafion of a IVill t'l fuiOiei am* r 1 the 
I'.Mna rniversitv A' f (1HI7) wiHi a view' tn lectifyini; certain aiianiolies resullinR 
from the s*'paratinM (tf Orissa. St‘(.t!on 11 of the Patna I’nivcrsity Act as adopte«l 
• v the ii'jv**riimeiit of Iniia (Adaptation of Indian Lawst (>r«ler iltllT), had the 
.•ffci l of oxteiidin^ the juiiMliction of Patna IJniverNily to the winde nf Oii^m ns it 
stood on April 1. 1VK>7 and consei|!iently removing' jurisdiction »»{ Andhra ITnivorsity 
•ler the' an as which wen* transferred to that provinee from the Madras Prnsidencry. 

Mr. H. Dos ur;;('d the establishment of a separate Orissa Pnivetsi^y. 

Mr. S. Safyatnurti raised a constitutional jaiint. namely, the i.iiisdicficin of the 
Usomhly to amend tlo' Patna Pnivetsity Act, and for nea.Iy an hour nevoral 
lawyer members of the Assembly, incliidinj; Mr. Hhulahhai Perai. Sir N. N. Hireai. 
.Mi, Asaf Ali and Mr. .'ranatanam, discusst'd the point. The IfMise then adjourned 

6tk. OCTOBER ; -Sir G. S. linjpai. Kdiication Stvretaiv. made a sUtemout 
^ei:ardin;; hi.s motion for consideration of the Patna Pnivcisity Act Amendment Bill. 
•Sir Givijasankar said that the (foveriiment did not now- mnsidei the view they 
had taken in roKard to the Bill to be ri^ht and that th»‘r«dorc they had dtioidod to 
withdraw it. The House f'rantod leave to withdraw the IJiil. 

MiLiTArv Mavoevvuis Him, (Oi'TI',) 

Mr. Srtprakasa. resurainp his speech on tho Military Manoeuvres Bill piovidiuj: 
fat ililios for Military Mauoeuvre.s and for fhdd firin;: aud artillery ptactioo, pleaded 
ihat the lef^itimate rights and privileges of landlords be adequately protected. Ho 
hoped that the Hill, when enai tcd, mi^bt impiove the iMlafions between tho military 
and the civil population and would an/;nr a happy day when the army in India, 

'nstoad of bein^ rei'arded as an army for lerrorisii)^' Die pcoj»le, m)j;bt be regarded 

as an array for the protection of the people. 

Mr. A. Ayyangar^ on a point of order, aripied that fiirthoi progreBK of the Bill 
was barred by the fact that the sanction of tho (fOvernor-Oeneral under the new 
Ai;f had uot boon obtained. He pointed out that sanction had been obtained under 
I he old Coveriimeot of India Act when the Bill was introduced in tho last Himta 
session, hut .since then ct*rtain sjMfcifie<l parts of tho now* Government of India Act 
h4d •:ome into operation, requiring the Ooveinor-Honcrars sanction for any measure 
'iVo the present dealing with compulsory acquisition or modification of rigbis of land. 

Mr. G. Spence, laigislativc Secretary, stated that no crimpulsory acquisition of 
lao I ''as involved. Ho contended that sanction was required only when the Bill 
was introduced, and Mr. Ayyaogar had admitted that such Hanction had been 

obtained No further sanctioii was needed now for the further stages of the Bill. 

Mr. Bhulahkai Deeei argued that the Governor-Oeuerars sanction under the old 
Act did not cover all the stages or all the provisions of the Bill, lie declared that 
It did not cover compulsory acquisition of land which the Bill entaileti. He pointed 
out that the Privy Council ha<J recently held that any interference with Jana, each 
as contemplated by the Bill, wa.s certainly tantamount to a modification of the rights 
over land. 

The Pruideni upheld th*; contention that the sanction obtained at the time of 
introduction was snfBoient and that no fresh saacUon was necessary. He did not 
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like to ^0 into the larger question, important tboogb it was, wbether the Bill was 
one wbicb modified the rights of property in land. 

Bdr. J)eaai rose to a second point of order and argued that the Centr^ Legisla- 
ture bad no power to enact any law modifying rights iu or over land situate in 
provinces ana the Bill was therefore ^ultra vireiT of the House. 

Mr. Q. fj. Spence submitted that this point had been considered by the Chair 
and was covered by the ruling given on the previous point of order. 

Mr. Bhulabhai iMaai and others declared with considerable beat that the point 
was not covered by the ruling. Mr. Desai explained his point of order once more 
and added that two ways were open to the Government to ileal with the Bit), 
namely, spirt it into two, the first regarding the field of manoeuvres and the other 
regarding land. He bad not concluded wheu at d o’clock the House took up the 
adiournment motion. 


PHOTliST ACJAIX.M DCMl'IN’G O! EfKOl'EANS 

The adjournment motion of Mr. Hhamlal regarding the afip dnimeut of Mr. S. 1*. 
Chambers as Gbiof Commissioner of Income Tax in India on a monthly .salary of Ks. 
’^,500 to Us. d.CXiO, was carried by 01) votes against 4‘d amici loinl cheers. 

Mr. Shumlal^ in course of his speech, said that Mr. i:hambt;rs was at present gel- 
ling in England only £400 (about Us. 500 monthly) and he asked what was the justi- 
fication of appointing him on such a huge salary, ijtaotiog the duties of the ufficci 
he mentioned the income tax report and emphasised that several officers were avail- 
able in India itself to perform such duties which was in no way of a technical 
character. The fact that the finances of eleven huge Indian provinces were now 
administered by Indian Ministers drawing a much lower salary was in itself a good 
reason to believe that a .suitable officer was available in India itself. He made an 
emphatic protest against the exploitation of India in such a manner and the dumping 
of k^ropeans at every conceivable opportunity. 

8ir James Qrigg intervened in the debate eaily. Ho was constantly iuternipti^l 
and the Chair bad to warn members several times not to interruid him. Sir James 
Grigg said that one of the disadvanti^es of dealing with the motion which was 
based on information obtained from illioit sources was that the information was not 
quite accurate. Continuing, the Finance Member explained that the Government, 
as the House was aireadv aware, weio engaged on the task of overhauling the 
income tax machinery, both as regards law* and as regards administration. Their 
objects were to make Iho law fairer as between the tax-payer and tax-payci and 
as between the poorer, and the rich and diminish, us far us possible, the opportuuitv 
for illegal evasion which now c.xistcd. The second object was to increase the yield 
of income tax. He hofied their efions would result in a con.sideruble yield so' that 
they might bo able to allot to the provinces substantial grants as recommended oy 
the Niemeyer Award. 

The Finance Member wished to assure the House that this bad all along been 
one oX the main motives in his mind, and it was au extremely thankless task. It 
had' been a matter of common admission that the Indian income tax tnachineiy 
had not kept pace with the growth of and complexity of the task thrown upon them 
and its structuna boro obvious traces of provincial origins. The Government thought 
that their objeat could best be achieved by appointing on a temporary basis an 
ftfficcr with tfjqierieouc of the English income tax system which was certainly the 
best in the world, bfir James said that the Government discovered, after au 
exhaustive review of the field of appointment in India, that they could not discover in 
India a|Loffioer with, the requisite qualification, if there had been sneh an officer, 
he woala have been* appointed. 

8ir Janms Origg said that he had persona) knowledge of Mr. Chamber's work 
both in England and India and he could say that no better person could be found 
for the weik. fie was satisfied that they were offering to pay no more than it was 
required as his taking up the appointment in India would interrupt his career in 
finaiand^ entailing' loss of pension and other considerations in England. At the end 
of three yeais (not five years as suted in the motion) the provinces could be getting 
suhstaofeial ana enhanced allocation of funds. One of Mr. Chamber’s main task 
would be to train a suooessor to himself in India. Coaclnding his speech 8ir James 
Grigg^ referred' to what he eaJled unauthorised and premature leakages of informa- 
tion through the dialoyal and despicable habit of some Government servants.” He said 
thak the imomation on which the resoIuHon was based mast have been derived by an 
unauthorised' source, and the Finance Member wished to make a fiersonal appeal 
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to honoarable members not to ooantenance disloyal* and despicable habit on 

the part of a minority or some of the Oovernment 8er?ant8. 

On the conclusion of Sir James Origg's speech. Mr. ^amlal explained that he 
did not gdt this information from any Government servant 

Sir Jame$ Origg said that he vras makioj^ no reflection nor accusing the Hoa’ble 
Member. What he said was that information could only have been derived in the 
first instance from disclosures by Government servants. The House then adjourned. 

MtUTARY Makobdvres Bill (Oontd.X 

7tb. OCTOBBR The Assembly adopted to-day Mr. Ogilvut motion for oonai- 
deration of the Military Manoeuvres Bill and agreed to take up the amendments 
daring the Delhi session. Regarding the point of order raised by Mr. Bhulabkai Buai 
that the Bill was ultra vires« the Preaident ruled there was nothing in the 
provisions of tbe Bill which could be said to be ultra vires, but that the question as 
to how far he wa.s the called upon to decide whether certain provisions were within 
competence of the legislature, was one which ho would consider on further material 
being made available to him. 


Workmkn’s Compknsatio.v Axksd. Bill 

Sir Thomas Stewart moved that the Bill amending the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Qadgil wanted that the scope of the Bill should bo extended to other amall 
industries, such as ferry workers and elephant catchers. Ho suggested deletion of 
the danse by which a workman before getting compensation was to get himaalf 
examined bv a medical man of the employer. Ho suspected that thAse doctors 
would give biassed opinions in favour of employers. 

Sir Thomas, in reply, said that the points raised would bo disouased tboron^lv 
in the select committee. He assured Mr. Gadgil that the Bill already covered both 
fermnen and elephant-catchers. 

The motion for referring the Bill to a select committee was passed. 


Druob Iki*ort RaeuLaTioN bill 

Sir G. S. Bajpai moved that tbe Bill to regulate the import of drag! sad 
medicine be referred to a select committee. Sir G. B. Bajpai explained brmly the 
main plan of the Bill. It was intended to license importers of drugs and prohibit 
the import of oertaiu drugs and r^ulate the import of other drugs. It waa not 
the intention to interfere with the legitimate trade in drugs. 

fir. Boyd (Europeao, elected) expressed satisfaction that the step to implement 
tbe reoonunendatioo.s of the Drugs Enquiry Committee wu being given eifeot to. 
He hoped that the Government would not leave the question of relation of tbe 
manufactare of drugs to proviocial Governments who were lisbie to lose aniformity 
essential in the matter. , _ 

dir G. S, Bajpai, in reply, informed Mr. Boyd that the Central Oovarnmeiit had 
DO power to regulate manufacture wliicU lay entirely with previnoial Oovernments, 
but hoped that onilormity would be attained by provincial Oovernmenta by legialat- 
ing for manafactors and distribution after consultation with the Central Advisory 
Bmird. The motion was thereupon- passed. 


• Holway Iaabiutibs 

Sir Janus Origg next moved a resolution that ^*the Asmbly recommen^ to the 
Goveraor-Oeueral-io-Gouncil that rsHway revenues be not hable before 

April L IMO, or before fixation nnder Section 187 (X) of . the (fovernmeot of Indan 
Aot,199B, of the sum therein referred to whichever lawiim, to repaj to the 
depreciation reserve fund maintained for Indian SM^own^ ™ 

oumtaading on April 1. 1937^ e' loans taken from the fond to meet railway date 
or to pay to general revennes any oontributions dne ter fofo 

Amete of September, IflM, in respect of the period begiiuung AprU 1, 1181, end 

ending Mar^ 31, 1937.” 

Clir Jamea Origg stated that judging from the a menda i en to moved^ to the erigfonl 
rMolnlioiL proposing to wiping off both seta of dgyism Mfm fo^ en d 

to gneml revennea, two lines of action emer|iid. Bie wm Mr. BatnMrthTe 
propomd that only tie debt to the depreoite fond ah«W be oanote and the 
veoond, the Enropean grosp’s proposal, to leavo the depredMien fond amn ael 
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only outstaDding but as a first charge rm auy surplus which arose. The resolution 
was an attempt to steer th..? mirlvlh* ri::ss bcivv.*tij t!i:: S^ vlia and CiiuiibjKs of th.^ho 
two suggestious. The effect of the resolution was to declare a moratoiluoi of thr -e 
years for both the arrears. Me un lei stood that the resolution was acceptable to ai! 

parties. 

2lr. Bhulabhai De9ai said that the Opposition could not highly look upon the 
propi^l that the federal railway authority should corameiiue its operations having 
got rid of its obligations so far as 60 odd orores of arreais were ooucerned, or that 
this authority should be able to .say with dimini.sheJ (rafiitul that ♦.hey wore workio;', 
very well indeed. It was much bettor that tho railway authority should accept tht« 
the position so far as capital valuation was conceracd, inc!ud:tig tiiese two items o! 
arrears, so that their career ot extravaginco might to a certain extent be cliecketl. 
The Opposition mentioned that wlnoiever au adjustm cit t<)ok plaa*, neither of these 
items should not be omitted. Moratorium had hecom ' the order of the day :«.nd the 
resolution in effect oamo to a moratorium fur railwa: i. but it ua.s uaderstoood a.s 

f >art of the resolution that contributions lo tin' proviricu should be paid, and he 
loped that when amounts iM the provinces wrse p.iid. these two items of debt 
would be acknowledged as a proper debt owing. 

Mr. M. S, Aney referred to the ci^:ums^anl‘es undtii which the House had 
reluctantly agreed to tho separation convention lui .said that one of the leasons 
which had weighed with the Mouse was tha" a ceitain amount was li’ ed as contri- 
bution to tho general revenues. The prop:>sal to wipe olf the arreui.v of these con- 
tribution only meant that the mistakes made by tho. • iu charge of the iailway.s weie 
to be paid by the tax -payor. Me contended that th“ resolution before the House 
was an attempt untimely to wMpo off these liabilities and he was not prepared to 
give his consent to it. 

The resolution was passed. 

Economic Adviser’s AppoiNTaiEST— A dj. Motio.m 

The Assembly ‘arriod, by 33 votes to 45, Mr. Satyamurthi s adjournment 
motion regarding the appointment of Prof, iriogory as Economic Adviser 

to the dovernment of India. Mr. Hatyumurthi said that he sought :o raise the 
questirn of policy and personal htness of Prof. Gregory. Me declared that it mu.st 
be a weak and demoralised Government which handed over functions to e.\pert.s and 
it mnst be a poor expert indeed who consented to help the Qoveinmeot of India. 
'Mf Prof. Gregory is v .ry good, let him stay m his country and lieln her iu her 
present difficcut position'* daughter). Mr. Satyamurthi quoted one of Piof. Gregory' 
writings iu which he spoke of the "danger of uncritical acceptance of economi 
planning.’' The speaker asked if these were views acceptable to ^^ir James Grigv . 
Furthermore, Prof. Or<>goiv had many friends among the magnates of Mauchestei. 
the one enemy of India. "VVith Origg-Gregory combination God save India’’ ei- 
t'laimed the speaker. He asked why Sir James Grigg was trying to handicap the 
future Federal Ministers with experts of his choice . Of foieign experts tho couutrv 
had enough experience . If Piuf. Gregory had intellectual honesty and if on a studv 
of Indian condition he prescribed one shilling four ratio all that would happen 
would be that he would fall ill ane be asked to take leave, "^if you want an econo- 
mic expert go to Shegaon”. .said Mr Satyamurti, '^wbo can solve the poverty ut 
the country’^ (oheers). Finally an Eaglish expert was bound to be against ludia 
The economic interests of England oonfiicted in every stage with those of India and 
no English expert could bo otherwise. He appealed to the House before it dis- 
persed to register another vote of censure and thus do its duty. 

Sir Mfnea Origg explained the functions of experts and referred to Mi. 
Gregory’s qualifications’ He said that the Government had come to the conclusion 
that men with these qnalifioations were not available in India at the present 
momenL Apart from Prof. Gregory’s qualifications the Go vei ament contem- 
plated that he ahould create in this country a small economic department of the 
Government which would be staffed by young Indian economists, who would be 
trained by him in eoonomio research. He hoped that once Indian economic ability 
waa dareoted to praotioal problems, there would be no need ever again to appoint h 
non-lndiMa. The Aaiembiy then adjourned ttfie dts. 



The Bengal Legislative Assemty 

Budget Session— Calcutta — 29th. July to BOth. Septe m ber 19S7 

Kinantial Statemext roir 

XhR Session nt rlu^ Hongal legislative Assemblv under the new OonaUtu- 

rioo, which comnieiicr»<l in Calcutta oa 29tli. Julf 1937, had an esciting start. When 
the Financo MiniKtcr. the Hon. Mr. Saiini Ranian Sarkar rose to present the 
Budget pstimatos. Mr. Stiraf Chaiuira Boae, tlio Leader of the Opposition, raised 
a pSnt of order, taking exception to Mr. Sarker "intlicting a writton speech on the 
House.*’ 

Mr. Rose held that such a piactiue was contrai y to the standing order^^ and 
rules under the now Constitution and also against the convention obtaining in the 
British Houses of Farliaraont which deprecated reading a written composition. 

The Speaker, Khan Bahadur Azizul Ilauue. while unwilling to encourage such 
a practice generally, ruled the Minister to be in order, Ktre.ssing that a distinotion 
Nhould be made between an ordinary speech and a financial statement. 

In the course of his budget speech, Mr. Nalini Ranjari Sarker said : **The 
locisioD of the Congress to accept office in six provincos has indeed come at a 
• Tucial moment. At a timo when nervous hositation or unhelpful oppositior might 
have robbed the <tountry of a groat opportunity, the premier political party in the 
country has shown that it prefers to be on tho side of service and oonstractive 
tindeavour. (t would have been disastrous if tlie C'ongress had not risen to the 
<iccasion through wise statesmansliip and political .sagacity. The remedy for deOoien* 
<'ies in our Constitution lies not in kot^ptng at arm's length but in disoovering and 
lemoving the obstacles that appear in our task of mass uplift. To-day* I am nappy 
ro f«^l that all over India urgent problems of national reconstruction are being 
essayed by popular Ministries in full enjoyment of tho support and inspiration m 
popular assemblies. If all of us now move in step undaunted by tho heavy task 
that lies ahead and determined to grapiilo the problems that confront as, I feel sure 
that we shall not only succeed in achieving something for the economic welfare 
of the pooiile but also make considerable progress in our inarch towards our 
political goaf'. 

*'The problems that loom very large in oui national economy to-day are to no 
small extent the result of inadequate attention gtvuii to thorn in the past, although 
the benefit of past wisdom and past endeavour is .ilways present in some measure. 
As the problems all over tho country arc similai and equally onerous, I look for- 
ward to the prosp(H:t of a constant interchange of ideas among the responsible 
Ministers of different proviiici^. Tlit.s will not only be a great .help iu finding solu- 
tions for some of our firoblems but wilt also pavu the way for an offeotive taclding of 
many of our wider problems of an alt-India character by the Government at the 
fJentre when Federation becomes an accoroplislii»<l fact. I personally feet that it i.H 
in the broad national interest that an attempt should hr made as early as peaaiblo 
by nationalist parties of every shade to gM dnwn to brass tacks, to turn from the 
familiar method of agitation *aad a(;ctisatioii to genuine introspection on a national 
scale, to examine our resources in men and material are! to marshall them for the 
aohievemeot of our common aim. ' 

Oontinuing, the Finance Minister saiii : 1st April there occurred not only a 

vital change m the coustitutiuual position, hut also • onsiderable changes in our finan- 
cial poaition and prospect. We have to a large extent gained financial autonomy 
via-a-vis the Government of India. Our control over the finances of the provinee 
haa greatly increased and the actual liiiancial po-sition at which the new regime 
commences is better than it has tieiui foi many years. It is an auspicioua omen 
that the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy >0 this province coiocidee with the 
emeigeooe for the first timo after ten years. |of an apprec^le surplns of revenue 
over current expenditure. The extent of the improvement that baa occurred in car 
iinaitrial position as a result of the i*onstitiitionat changes will be better understood 
if wo oompare our present position with that luring the last sixteen years iindor 
the Meahm Award.' 

1C 
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Gontinuing, he stid : **With the inaagnratioii of the new Befonne, howew, the 
sitoatioa has undergone a contiderable ohange. Onr debts to the Centre anuranthig 
in total to eight-crorea and forty one lakhs of rnpees. inolnsire of defioit borrowings 
as they stood on Slst March, 1936, were oanoelied on the basis of the Niemeyer 
report. This has rednoed onr annual expenditnre on interest alone by Bs. ^ lauis. 
And onr share of the jnte export dnty nas been raised from 60 to 62 and a half 
per cent, resalting in inoreasing onr immediate resonroes by about Bs. 45 
xhe Miemeyer settlement is no doubt a great impjoxement on the Meston Award 
in proxiding the mnoh needed flnanoial relief to Bragal. Exen so, it has not met in 
full the legitimate claims pressed by her for distribntion of the whole of the net 
proceeds of the jute duty among the jnte-growi^ proxinces. We shall, of course, 
continue to press for the whole and, under Section 140 of the Act, the whole can 
be gixen to us either by order of His Majesty in Oounotl or by an Act of the 
federal Legislature." 

After referring to certain other changes in the financial position by the inaugu- 
ration of Proxinoial Autonomy, Mr. Barker said : 'That any part of the public 
rexenues should be kept outside the control of the Legislature is doubtless a quali- 
fioation of the principles of representatixe Goxernment and particularly of popular 
control oxer the public purse. For a remoxal of this qualification we must await 
the realisation of full self* goxernment, to which the present Reforms are admittedly 
bnt a step. But it serxes no useful purpose to exaggerate the practical significance 
of this limitation." 

Continuing, the Finance Minister said : "There is one more financial implication 
of the constitutional change that occurred last April. In pursuance, again, of the 
Miemeyer proposals the Goxernment of India placed at our disposal Rs. vS lakhs to 
start with as our opening balance for specino purposes. In the first place, Rs. 25 
lakhs were . placed to our credit in the Reserxe Bank, this being the minimum 
balance we are required to maintain in the Bank. Secondly, we haxe been gixen 
Bs. 44 lakhs in cash in treasuries, this being the amount of loose cash outside onr 
banking account which has been estimated to be required for working purposes, in 
the tills, as it were, of our treasury officers. Thirdly, we haxe been gixen an unspent 
balance amounting nearly to Rs. 48 and three-fourth lakhs, of funds created and of 
grants obtained for speoific purposes. The House will, therefore, notice that the 
whole of opening balance of Rs. 9o lakhs is earmarked for specific purposes." 

"The year 1935-36, according to the budget estimates, was to haxe closed with a 
rexenue defioit of about 98 lakhs. Actually it closed with a deficit on rexenue 
account of 4 lakhs. Expenditure was below estimate by 19 lakhs, while receipts were 
45 lakhs aboxe estimation and 44 three-idourth lakhs aboxe those of 1934-35. 
"Stamps ’ contributed 10 lakhs of this increase. Betting and Amusement taxes, one 
lakh, £lectrioity Duty and Tobacco tax, 16 lakhs, Jute Duty, 9 lakhs. The improxe- 
ment was due partly to the new taxation measures adopted in 1935, but mostly to 
economic recovery." 

The Finance Minister said that the revised estimate of receipts on revenue 
account for the year 1936-37 was higher than the estimated figures by Rs. 44 half 
lidcha and that the revised estimate of receipts on capital account was Rs. 42 lakhs 
lower than the original estimate. 

Coming to the budget estimates for 1937-1938, the Minister said : *'Oq the 
rooeipts side we expect a total revenue of twelve crores and fifty-five lakhs of rupees. 
This marks an improvement of Rs. 60 lakhs over the revised estimates for the pre- 
vious year. Forty-five lakhs of rupees out of this aro due to increase in our snare 
of the export dutx on jute. As for the remaining Rs. 15 lakhs, the estimate has 
been framed on the basis of expectation of larger yields from stamps, excise and 
land Revenue. It is hoped that the ooonomic recovery which was visible last year 
will maintain its progress throughout the current year and enable these heads of 
revenue to make a better showing. An improvement of three lakhs of rupees has 
been provided for under stamps; another three lakhs of rupees under excise. Under 
land revenue we expect our improxemeot to be six lakhs of rupees owing to heavy 
iettlement recoveries.’* 

Referring to proposals for expenditure, the Minister said, "We provide for expen- 
diture on revenue account of twelve crores and twenty -one lakhs of rapeea, which 
la 49 half lakhs more than the revised estimates for 1936-87. This, howerer, does 
not fully indioate the improvement on the expenditure aide. The revised eetimates 
for last year embrace items of expouditura whion do not reour in this year's expen- 
diture. Most important of these are Rs. 12 lakhs for raduotion of debt, Rs. 49 lakbs 
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for iotoroBt charm and Ba. 8 hall lakha for the last general eleetioa.. If doe 
aHowanoe la made for theae. it will be aeen that we propoae to apend on refenue 
aoooant Rs. 89 lakhs more than what was spent last year nnm nornud heaib.'* 

'*A apeoial reference may be made to anch increases in ozpendltnre as haee been 
entailed by the conatitational changes. The enlargement of the lagialatore and the 
addition o! an Upper Ohamber hare ioTolved an additional expenditnre of 1 and half 
lakhs and the setting op of the Pablic SprTioe Oommiaaion, 1 lakh. The new re- 
forms hare also imposed on the proTinoial rerenaes a liability for emnditore to the 
extent of 16 lakhs on aoooant of interest charges on State Prorident Fdnds*’. 

Prooeediog» Mr, Sarear said : *'The estimates contemplate that the year will 
close with a sarplus rerenne accoant of nearly Rs. 34 lakhs this year. And if we 
take into aoconnt the opening balance of Rs. 98 lakhs, the inoreasea expenditnre of 
Rs. 89 lakhs and the surplus itself, it will bo seen that the improrement in onr 
finances though not, of course, in our recnrring income, may be oompnted at oror 
two crores of rupees. This is a position from which the Ooremment, oironnu* 
tanoed as we are. shonld feel happy to make a start. 

''It is no small advant^e that we are now starting with a clean slate, with no 
loans outstanding and no interest charges forming part of onr normal recurring ex- 
nenditure. As soon as we are assured of an ad^uate and reenrring surntas revenae 
aoooant, we shall be in a position to raise loans of some magnitnde to nnanoe com- 
prehensive schemes of national welfare." 

Mr. Barker also hinted at the renewal of five taxation measures, which were 
adopted in 19B5 and which are due to expire in 1938. 

The Minister said that a scheme for setting up a machinery for conducting eda- 
eative propaganda amongst the masses were receiving very careful attention from the 
Oovemment and it was proposed to set np a oommission to go thoroughly into the 
varions aspects of the question of the land system in Bengal, suoh as the effect of 
the system of sub-infeudatiou of economic holdings, the incideooe of rent payable 
by the agrioulturist, the narrowing down of intermediary interests, the possibility of 
methods of State acquisition of proprietory interests through the grant of oompen- 
satioD, and various other allied questions and a snm of fifty thousand rnpeea had 
been set apart for the purpose. 

After oatliuing his budget proposals, Mr. Barker made a few observations relating 
to the general position of the province and the problems facing it. *lt will be gene- 
rally agreed that in all the ameliorative measures which the Governmeot of the 
Province will take in hand, the main, if not the sole, objective should be the better- 
ment of the condition of the masses. Let me and in fairness that in making the 
masses the beneficiaries of Government's solioitode. the classes will be showing not 
so mncli a soilless altruism as an enlightened self-iaterost. For, whether in the 
political or economic or onltnral sphere, our progress is hampered by the fact that 
onr national life is muddled and poisoned at its fount by the backward conditioni of 
the masses. The need then is to rosurroot the average man who in this pro- 
dominantly agricultural oonntry is a cnltivator." 

"Though agrioulturo is the mainstay of our people, the cultivator too often finds 
bis ooonpation unremunerative under' present conditions. The oultivator is in foot 
the weakest link in the ecinomic chain. And due to this penurious state of the 
workers in the biggest industry of the land, the co-operative movement, which 
depends primarily on the crodit- worth ness and solvency of the cultivator, has made 
oonspicuously little headway. Nor have industrial and commercial activities provided 
the much-need^ relief against the uneconomic pressure on land. This has been due 
to a large extent to a trMitional preference for investment in land on the ^ part of 
those who by virtue of their resources should have taken the initiative in indnatrial 
and commercial enterprise. The opportunities of industrial dovetopmeot have there- 
fore been more readily seised by more enterprising immigrants from other provinoea. 
Xven so, there is still a coospionoos lack of balance between agnonlture and other 
aspects of onr economic life. This lack of industrial enterprise^ has neoeaaanly 
narrowed the scope for employment, particnlarly for the ednoated middle-olaaa. 

**The primary condition of our economic progress is the restoration of the onltiva- 
tor to the position of an efficient and solvent factor of production. The effloioaey 
dep^s on the extent to which wo are able to release him from his prseeni 
haadioapB and to better equip him for the improvement of hie qonditicn. And hie 
aolvencj can oi^y follow the provision of adequate relief from the varkma hardens 
weiring on him." 
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Tarniog to the problem of educated middle-class uaemployment, he said ; 
Geromment by the ezpaanoD of their beaeficent activities according to their 
resoorcee can no donbt give employment to some of the employed but not to au 
extent likely to absorb nnemployed educated youth. The expansion of govornmentaf 
aotifify in any direction must necessarily mean moro employment. Thus if free 
primary ednoation is introdnced or teohnical education extended or public health 
organisations extended, this will in every instance mean the employment of a fairly 
large jiumber of young men. Apart from such direct help, however, the (iovernment 
can also help to enlarge the avenues of employment by undertaking public works on 
a larger scale. As a matter of fact the tiovorumeiit arc consideriug many such 
schemes. But while this would undoubtedly lead to bettor opportunities for employ- 
ment, there should be in the Province an adequate machinery through which the 
expa^on of State activity would be rcllecteJ in benelits accruing to our unemployed 
young men. If, for instance, the Oovornment decide r-i build a number of bridges or 
constrnot more roads, buildings and canals, etc., the full benefit will not accrue to 
us if the award of the contract has to go to any firm outside Bengal, or if we have 
to get our labour from one province, our .skilled artisan.^ from another and other 
employees from somewhere else. 1 may mootion in this cunnectioo that there is too 
often an unreasonable prejudice in the minds of our people against certain classes 
of work. One has only to think of the many avenues of emplovmtMit even in the 
existing conditions which lleogal has virtuail.v thrown away to the people of other 
provinces to realise how our whole attitude to work ucod.s a speedy and a radical 
revision. 1 may tell the honourable members that the Oovornment ‘arc considering 
the appointment of an officer to investigate thoroughly into the questioii of tht; 
opportunities offered by the various channels of employment which are now occupied 
by men from other provinces and to see what help the iioveromout can render to 
gradnally fit our young men for sncIi o xupations. The Oovernmont cun also help 
to widen the scope of employment by .stimulating industrial an 1 trado activity. 
Ultimately the solution for unemployment must lie in an expansion of rliu economic 
activities of the country."' 

Tmk Govcrxok's .^IIURKSs 

111 the conrsc of his address to the joint session af the Legislattirc. /J. E. Sir 
John Anderaoft^ the Governor referred to the question of detenus aud 
stressed the Ministers" and Go<vernor'h responsibility iii this matter. Re did not 
expect any conflict ut policy and went on to say 

*^But you are entitled to know what would .happen in case this kind of cuntlictf- 
whic^ in spite of all efforts on both sides proved irroconcilablc, were unfortunately 
to arise. In that unhappy event, which I refuse to contemplate as within the region 
of probability, the Governor’s view would uudoiibtedlv prevail, subject to his ulti- 
mate responsibility to Parliament. The Ministers would therenpon become entitled to 
make a public statement of their position shewing the extent of the conflict and how 
it had arisen. That is a state of things, which arising on an issue of such intrinsic 
importance 1 should regard as a great public mi.sfortuue and which 1 would certainly 
strain everv effort to avert, ft would l)o a misfortuue in its constitutional reactions. 
Jt weald be no less a misfortune I would venture to observe, from the standpoint of 
all those of whatever |Jolitical ptirsuasion, who are anxious to see normal conditions 
restored as speedy as possible Ibicughout the Province. 

*^For it is clear that a sustained and reasoned policy involving no independent 
action by the Governor and no divergence of opinion between Ministers themselves— 
a policy, moreover, in pursuit of which, the Ministers, in the discharge of thoir dnty 
to thci^vinco, may justifiably appeal for the co-operation of prndent men among 
all seonons of the community—it is clear that such a policy can achieve far more 
and achieve it more swiftly, more successfully and without the risk of adverse 
reactions than would be possible, if an attempt at appeasement were so far to mis- 
carry as to be itself a cause of tension aud discord. 

will not elaborate further. I plead for goodwill and sympathetic andorstanding 
on the part of all who may be called upon to pronounce responsible judgment in 
this grave matter. 1 wotUd only add with all earnestness and humility that 1 should 
be a happy aad proud man, if after five and a half strenuous and diflicult yenrs, I 
could leavo the shoiet of India with the confident belief that the time was not far 
distant when this Prooiaoe of Bengal would no longer present any of the uoenviahle 
fostnra whkh for mu» thM one genoratioii has distiagaished it froie other lYovineos 
in India."' 
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Bef«rriiig to Uis proiomid ohinges which have come across his stakua ia all 
matters. His Escellenoy said, *^Hereafter, the -Blinisters will bo solely respoasihle 
to the representatives of the people for evury ledslakive measore that amv be 
submitted by the Governmeiit lor enactment in eiuier Chamber assemblad here 
lo-day. That statement, which I make without qnalifioatioo, 1 beliove to be abso- 
lutely true and it is in my view an acourato index of the extent to whiuh reepoo- 
Kibility has been transferred from the Ooveroor to the representative Ministry.*' 

Referrinft to financial matters. Sir John Anderbcn said, '^Undor the present Oons- 
utution, responsibility for Fiuaoce vests \ii the Ministers. Formerly the Governor, 
in exercise of his personal responsibility, »ave or withheld his prior consent to 
every measure introduced by any member of tlic i^egislative Ocunoil which affected 
the nnanoea of the Province. In now ;;iviD^ or withholdinn; that consent, Uio 
Qovernor personally has no {treater voice ibnii hi. has in the initiation of the policy 
for which expenditure is tu be provided. 

know of DO financial provision likeiy to oe laid before you for which the 
(Tovernor in his discretion is responsible other than that required for certain fudmioK 
provisionally fi.Ked, pending; their determination by the lA'gislature. for the adminis- 
tration of the Chittagong hill tract.s, for the Public Service OommissioD and for the 
conduct of my own Secretarial biisitie.ss matters which, under the Constitattcui. fall 
outside the range of Ministerial respoustbility. There are, it is true, items of expen- 
diture charged on tho revenues for which the Ministers, ecually with the Governor, 
are bound to make provision. The ohiigatiou may arise eitner from the Oonstitatloii 
Act itself or from the legislation that you yourselves may pass, but in respect of 
those matters, unless and until the contrary is stared, the Ooveroor has no respon- 
sihility separate from that of his Ministers.^' 

Inviting the attention of the House to the change in the rules and standing 
orders relating to financial procedure, bv which 15 days are set apart for disenssion 
CD demands for grants And two days* maximum time for discussion on any one 
grant, the Governor said, “The change is intentional and the modified prooedure 
represents a fairly close approximation to the practice of the House of Commons. 
It has been sdopted in the hope of facilitating that responsible and discriminating 
i.riticism which, in relation to the business of supply, is one of the most important 
functions of a constitntifmal Opposition.*' 

Continuing, His Exceliencv said, '*Therc is one further matter which it mav be 
worth while to mention. It Is not. I think, without constitutional interest and signi- 
ficance. Under the new Act, the Governor, as the representative of the Sovereign, 
becomes for the first time him.self a part of the Uegislatnre. There is in fact a now 
legislativo partnership established here to correspond with that already existing in 
tho United Kingdom and in every one of the great overseas pominions of the 
Crown between the Sovereign and the two Charooers of the liOgislature. It it in 
this capacity, I believe, and not :n his capacity us the titular hoiM of the Executive 
Government, that tho Governor is entrusted wdth coitain of his discretionary powers 
and it is in this capacity that the Governor when assenting to legislation will do so 
in His Majesty's name. There is one departure, however, from tlie model of West- 
minster,! whicn may be uotioed and whioh perhaps is more significant boesuae it is 
a departure also from the scheme of the previous Act. In England, the Speaker, 
upon his election, submits himself for the approbation of the Sovereign.** 

After saying that a similar provision under the old Act now no longer existed. 
His Excellency oteervod that in practice it made little or no differoooe, for it was 
difficult to conceive of circumstances in which that approval would bo withheld. 
For. in England, during the course of several centuries, there was, he believecLonly 
one such instance. **!*^vertheleRS I feel tempted to recall the lact that at West- 
minster the newly-elected Speaker invariably takes the occasion, after raceivtog tho 
approval of this appointment, to address to the fSovoreigo, on behalf of the OonmMma. 
a plea in words that have history behind them but nonetheless retain aignlfioaaoe In 
mMern days *that the most favourable construction shall be put upon all their 
prooaedinga. Recalling this time-honoured formula, I cannot help feeling a twinge, 
perhaps porely of sentimental regrot, that ao occasion for auen an ntteranoe mh! 

aoomitanoe of the plea should not nave been provided here. The formula aneam to 

me & sum np the relationship of mutual respect and understanding npon which tho 
foundations of democratic Government have been laid. Bat whether wa utter that 
formnla or not, aorely it is not too mnob to hope that the relations hetween the 

wieiiB orgttis of State in an Indian Province and b^ween oqimnaiW and com- 

mnoity and elaas and elaas may some day be governed in the sfnrit of that lorarala 
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AMDAIIAMB HUNGSB -8CRICB MOTIOH 


lit 

would thOD OOB- 


\ wm no riik of a loeradflmBco of tioablo, the coTomnont would 
_ tbo qoflitiou of brtMjing hiok the Andamaiui prieoneie to Bougil. 

;0ir IT. NwnmiUUm euid tual so fur is the preeent stage was oonoemed, the 
maatioB of the merits of the desuuids of the hunger strikers oould not be oonsi* 
iutA at all The Ooreniaeot were looking at the whole matter as a questioB of 
prinoiple. Any Ooremasent worth the name would crumble to pieces if it were to 
lAew Its weakness by sarrenderine to demands put forward at the point of the 
heyoo^ The Minister soggested that grare palamity could yet be arerted if instead 
gf indireotly enoounging me hunger-strikers, the people would sympathise with 
dmm, hut at the same time make it clear that such an unreasonable attitude 
on the part of political priaoners would reociTe no countenance from them. The 
Oofenment of Bengalj he repeated, would do nothing which would create a feeling 
assong the political prisoners now on hunger-strike and also among the hundreds of 
other (dasaes of priaoners inf the Prorince, that all that they had to do to hm 
their demands acceded to was to go on a hunger-strike. He wanted the House to 
realise that ench a weak and racillatiug attitude would go against the very funda- 
mentals of government. The Home Minister announced that the Bengal Qovernment 
had decided So bring back to Bengal ail persons now detained under Begulation 111 
of 1818 SB writ as ail detenus at present confined in jails and detention oampa oat- 
aide BeugaL As far as the political prisoners iu the Aodamans were concerned, 
the Home Minister said that ao long as they continued the present hunger-strike 
the question of their repatriation would not be considered. But if they gave up the 
hanger-strike and an assurance was forthcoming that there would be no reorudee- 
496000 of political crimes and terrorist outrsges, they might be brought back to Bengal. 

Mr. Skayma Prasad Mukherjee said that there was a confuaion of ideas on the 
psrt of the Home Minister ; for the question was whether the Andamsas should 
oonfinue as a penal eetUement. He said that the prisoners did tho only thing possible 
for drawing the attention of the people of India to the terrible state of affairs pre- 
vailiiig in the Andamans. He said they were not suggesting that these priaonora 
ahonli be releeaed, but only Hist they should be brought back to Bengal. Mr. 
Mnkhenes quoted Bir William Vincent, a former Home Member with the Oovern- 
nmnt of India, who said that tho Andamans Penal settlement must be abandoned ae 
an aot of humimity and asked the Home Minister of tho Oovernment of Bennl to 
oome forward and declare that this setUemeut would be closed at least so far aa 
Bei^ was ooncerndd. ^ ^ 

Several non-Oongreaa Muslims and Nationalist Hindus, in addition to the Oongreea 
Phrty, supported the motion while the Buropean Group opposed it. 


SaX£.HA— IjNUTIIOOW GoR1IKSPO.VDE5CE 

la this connection it would be iQterestiog*to read the following correspondonoe 
between Mr. Mahanlal Saxtna, and /fw Excelltmey thft ytreroy regarding the 
Andamans hunger-strike. The following is Mr. Saxena's letter 

*"1 hereby deeire to draw your attention to the tr^edy that is being enaotod in 
the Andamana and seek his iKscellenoy’s personal intervention to avert it. At the 
outset I may state that 1 consider the action of the hunger-strikers to bo untimoly 
and have appealed to them to suspend the hunger-strike for the present. Still I do 
not think tnat the responsibility of the Government of India is anyway less for it. 

“I know that his focellency is fully aware of the history of the Andamana aa a 
oonviot settlement ; still 1 deem it necessary briefly to recapitulate to you aomo of 
the relevant facta. The Government of India abolished it as a convict aettlement on 
Mm raoommendationa on the Indian jails committee. It was only after a break of 
aeveril years that the Oovernment of India again decided to ae^ ravolutionarj 


While Mr. Ooewami was moving his motion over two thoosa^ atudonte of 
fllflbrent Oolieges in Calcutta marched in procession to the AssemUy for oapreoring 
sympathy with the Andaman politioala and attempted to enter the premiaea. when 
w gatea tj^reof were olosecT by the police. The prooesiionisto then moyea fo ^ 
Mridam shouting the slogan, *^Dowa with the Hnq Ministry. ; . The prooeerion wUoh 
poradM the atreete of Galoutte demanding the release of ^liUp^ priMnen temina- 
ted at the MakteiL where a meeting was held under the . preMdeooy of Mr. fl^omen- 
dianath Tagore. The meetiiig pesaed a reaolution. proteabng •fluut the attit^ of 
tho Bao^Oofiraaant in rwM to the hunger-strike by poUtioal prisoners in the 
and espreasiiig '^no-confkianoe'’ intne present Mintstry. 
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piltoiien to be koj^ in the oeUnlor jail at |Fort Blair. Sorely it did not reqoin 
nooh tana^nation to f o r eae e lliat the place which wao considered unhealthy and 
wholly onsoitable for ordinary priaonm who were kept in the open and abowcd 
freator freedom of mofement ooold not be a proper place for oonflnement in the 
oellolar jail of revolutionary priaoners who were aamittedly need to a higher standard 
of lifb than ordinary cnminala. But notwithstanding adverse public opinion and 
protests of revolutionary prisoners, they were sent to the Andamans, ft waa the 
duty of the Oovernment to have meted out such treatment to them as would ha?e 
OMde their life easier and thereby compensated a little for complete iaobtion and 
oodfinement in the far off island which had not been considered as a suitable place 
of abode even for ordinary criminals. But that was nor to be and jail life in the 
cellular jail there was in certain respects even worse than in Indian jails. 

^'Petitions and representations for relief were of no avail and officials on the spot 
dealt with them at their sweet will. In 1933 the prisoners had perforce to resort to 
hunger-strike, in the course of which tliree of them succumbed to death. Sinct* 
then.' the question of the Andamans prisoners has been constantly before the Govern- 
meat in one form or another. No doubt certain concessions have been made in the 
matter of treatment but tht* fact remains that the confinement of prisoners in the 
tsellnlar jail in tho Andamans had resulted in very groat hardship and suffering to 
the prisoners. Time and again tliey sent memorials and petitions for repatriatiou 
and more human treatment hut to no eiTect. Their complaints have Iteen suppressed. 
If only your Excellency could see them they would reveal their pitiful tale of woe 
and misery. They made representations to the Government of India and the ^ngal 
Government through officials and nuu-offi(Mals who happened to visit tiio Andaman^ 
during this period but even they remained nnheedeu. Non-official members of the 
Laglslative Assembly who were deputed to visit the Andamans after considerable 
agitation in the public, visited the islands and the jail nearly ten months ago and 
submitted to the (joverumeut their impressions aud suggestions but no action seems 
to have been taken tiiereon as appears from Kaizada Hansraj’s appeal for their re- 
patriation issued only a few days before the hunger-strike commenced. 

^1 put it to your Excellency, after all this, is the Home department justified in 
saying that the Oovernment are not going to bo intluenccd hy moss petitions from 
prisoners, specially io matters on broad policy 

'Long before the aforesaid petition, their demands has been pre.ssed on the atten- 
tion of tiie Oovernment from numerous quarters— legislatures, public associations, the 
press, eminent Indians including Dr. Rabindranath Tagore ; hut the Governmenr 
showed no signs of response. If is no exaggeration when 1 say that scores of inmatOM 
liave fallen victims to insanity, tuberculosis and other wasting Jisea.ses and thev are 
repatriated to India only in an advanced stage uf their disease. Kven in the cellular 
jail Itself, I am informed that no loss than 80 persons ;oe on invalid diet. 
Hospital registers and their weight charts will also show how unhealthy the climate' 
of the Andamans is. 

‘'A hunger-strike is always :i risky game involving one's very life and is not and 
cannot be resorteil to lightly. It is more so in a malarious aud far-off lying Island 
with verv few moans of communication with India. As 1 said beforo, during the last 
nunger-strike in 1933 several of them develo{ .vi malaria aud pneumonia within a shorr 
time and three of them even died. That being so tin* iiome di.'partment should not 
have dealt with the petition in the manner it has done. It should have at lea.st made 
information public on July 20 when they received notice of the hunger-strike and 
given a chance to friends* and relatives of pri-seners to dissuade them from resorting 
to hunger-strike. But nothing was done in this direction. 

the other hand, I am pained to write to you that I have beeu reliably 
inform^ that a most provoking display of preparedness for all eventualities was made 
by the authorities in the Andamans. Not only were the prisoners informed that 
the Oovernment would not yield even if all of them died, but a show of prepara- 
tiona for the cremation of their dead bodies was also made. 1 understand that it 
ia thia provocation which was principally responsible for swelling the number of 
hnnger-strikers from four ou July 34 to 187 on July 28. Suoh conduct on the 
part of the authorities, if true, can io no circamstances be justified and deserves 
severe notice. 1 trust that your lordship will agree with me that whatever the ree- 
ponsibility of the looal Oovernment may be in the matter of the release of priaoners, 
the Government of India ia entirely reapoosible for their confioement in the Anda- 
mans and as such it cannot be absolved of its responsibility in allowing things to 
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» **«PJ “d o*ly taro. Xha poat tnily Taioad the laaiian o( aaary 
lodiaa whea w tha eaona af a apaaah at Oalaatia ha haM tha OaaaraaMat 
ef India raapaaaible far ^ Aadamaat tiacady. Bvaa aaw, it tha OararaMat 
agra^ to rapatnatiaa, the hoager-atrikara anag be petanadad to ^*a ap tha hoagar* 
•tniou 


I ask yoar lordship to tell me in all fiiroess why it thoald not bt potaibln 
for the OoTerameat to do so. Whatever little josUfioation there might have bean 
for their deirartation to the Aadaaiaiui in the past, there is none in view nf the 
ohuged conditions in India and also in view of the radioal ehange that their ema 
opinions have nndergone in the matter of terrorism as a means m the politioal and 
eponomio emancipation of India. Again the Government of India shoola not ignore 
the fact that whatever the nature of their offences, however much people may 
disapprove of them, they oaonot help admiring their oourage and patnotism and 
sympathising with them in their sufferings. It is for this reason that all shades of 
pabiio opinion have supported the demand for the grant of amnesty to them and, 
pending their release, for their repatriation. 

'In the end I may tell your lordship that during recent times nothing hat 
moved people so much as the question of the treatment and release of pwUoai 
prisoners And if the Government persist in their heartless and oallona attitode in 
the matter, people shall never forgive those who are responsible for the silent and 
painful death by inches of the b:ave countrymen of theirs, nnd it is needlesa to 
say that the tragedy is bound to have great reperoussions on the future oonree of 
events and is likely to widen the existing gulf between India and England. 

'I hope your lordship will take all these faots into consideration and order the 
repatriation of political prisoners as soon a.s possible to avoid any tragio develop* 
ment and consequent bitterness. 


Ths ViciaoT*s Riply 


Writing from Viceregal Lodge, Simla, on Aug. 13, ffi§ Sxo§lUneif ikt Fioirog 
replied as follows 


Dear Mr, Saxsna am obliged to you for your lotter of the 7th. instant whioh 
I received on the 11th. 1 and my Government fully share your desire to avert a 
tragic end to the hunger strike in the Andamans whioh has caused us real and 
deep ooncern but I shall endeavour to explain why we do not feel that aooeptanoe 
of the demands of the hunger- strikers is the method to adopt for this purpose. 

Tour letter suggests, however, that there is some misuaderstanding at to the 
true positioQ on certain points and 1 will, in the Arst place, endeavour to deal with 
these. 

*lt will take Arst your reference to the report of the Indian iails oommittee. Oon* 
Anement of prisoners like those now in the cellular jail is in no wav contrary^ to the 
reoommendatioDS of their committee; and you will remember that the oommittee la 
paragraph 5^ of the report recommended the retention of the Andamans at a place 
of deportation for a small class of selected prisoners whose removni from Britlah 
India is considered by the Qovernment concernefl to be in publio interest Your 
letter rather suggests to me that you consider that prisoners at preaent confined in 
the Andamans should not fall within the category for which the jails oommittee ft* 
commended confinement at Fort Blair, As to that, let me say at n'^e thid they 
would not have been sent there, had not their crimes been oriiaes 2 deliberale, 
(•''Bietimes desperate) violence and (in many cases) their conduct in lodiaa jails aooh 
•8 to leave the Qovernment with no ohoice but to make special provision, howevei^ 
roluotantlj, for their safe custody. Everyone of these prisoners hat been oooviotod 
hj courts after a due process of trial. About a hundred of them were ooovioted of 
daooity including dacoity with attempt to cause death and conspiraoy to commit 
daooity. Of the remaioder, over 00 were convicted of murder, attempt to Mrdir 
or conspiracy to murder. Of the remainder a majority were convicted of illegal 
poeaession of arms and explosives or of waging war against the King. 


“Toa speak in yonr letter of “the radical chaage" which the opioiooe of tba 
priaoom ‘‘have undergone in the matter of terrorism.” I do not, of oonr^ know 
fowr aathority for tkis snpposition ; I can only say tjut infor^ion ava^lp to ao 
load dooply oonoerned as I am that no lojustioe thoald bo doao. I 
^ a m«t and audoas onquiry) his satisdsd ms, to my rsgroiTtiHIt 
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priiooora hlnrt fiTWi no fin whatem of inj •ueli oliaago : and tfaif iaiiod ao im 
^MB this baiof fho oaaot &oir attituda on a namber of ooomm iadioatad tha 
iaaM daftaat and Tiolaot a^rit wliioh lad tham to oooubU orlaai for wliidli thay 
bafo baen aantaaoad. 

Too refar to tha anhaalthioaaa of tha Audamaas aad I walooiae tha oaportaaitj 
of daafing with thia allegatioa which has, I know, fraqaantijr bean mada but for 
which, ia foot, thara ia nc aolid baaia. Ifaaaarea takan at coaaldorabia ooat ainoa 
tha Jaila committaa reported 16 yaara of more have reaaltad in ao naat aa 
Improrament in Indian oonditiona that the cellalar jail ao far from being nnhaalthy, 
haa a record with which few jmla in India con compare. In tha bat two ywa, of 
whioh l^raa are afillabla, the death rata among tha Andamaaa oonriota, taki^ 
both tarroriata and Tolanteara together, was lower than tha ararage death rata in 
iaila in India— « atite of thinga which, yon will agree, doea not lead to the oonoln- 
aion that the islanda themaelves are unhealthy : while the health reoord of priaionera 
ooafinad in the oellnlar jail ts remarkable. The two moat preraient diaeaaaa are 
malaria and influanaa. But for the iaat three yeara tha latest figures ahow, the 
adndaaion rata for malaria baa fallen by about 60 per cent and umt far inflnensa 
to abont 76 per cent There hai^e been only three cases of insanity or malanohOtia. 
Of thaae ono had a history of hereditary Insanity before he arrired at Port Blair 
and another who has reoenrly been repatriated for melancholia wm apparent^ 
anffaring from that disease when he left India. 4.11 terrorists wlio Imre bees 
retomea to India had histories of bad health before they arrived in the Andamans. 
Three terrorist priaonera died in the Andamans during the hanger*stri4e af lOSS. 
Vito^ that regrettable exception, no terrorist priaonerb baa at any time died in Bie 

*I em glad to see from your letter, the moderate and balanced oharaoter of whioh 
I must appreoiatej that you recognise that the lot of priaonera has been ameliorated 
ia tome respeote m the last few years. That ia. indeed, the case and in a marked 
degree i and the prisoners now reoeiro a numMr of privileges whioh they woaU 
not reooive in any Indian jail. Let me mention the following : Glaas G prieonere 
are ellowod the same privileges as olaaa B prisoners as regards newspaport and 
lia^tiog of their cells. (Oells are lit till 10 p. m.) Sxoont at night they mix with 
OMes S priaonera. Both olassea have the same meab : they are allowed to ohooie 
their own menus and to superviao their own oookiiig : and to play games such m 
.foUqrbaU. 

*I would like too to deal with the ellegsBon that no notion has been taken on 
the eaggeetione made by the two members of Legislative Asaembly who eooepted the 
OoTornment’e invitation to visit the Andamans last year. Among the engboetiona 
that wore aooepted are the following 

^Prisoners are now allowed to write to frienda as well n to near relativoa and no 
polioo oficor is now present at their interviews. 

**Iho medical examination of prieonere before they are sent to the Andamans is 
now more atriot 

**And the Bengal Government have reoantly sanctioned the oonstmotiott of a 
•wimmiiig bath. 

■There ware, in feot, new euggestione affecting the • treataaent of terrorist priaon- 
eli in the Andamans which were not met. 

'^Ton complain that the Government driayed the pnblioatioa of the sewi of tha 
Ihraateaod hanger-strike. The threat was to go on hamr-strike on Jnly 34 if by 
jll i ii ^ a prisoners reoeivod no reply to the petition. This threat was known to 
M fioveniment on the 90th— 4ho day the petition was reoeivod. Orderg were pamed 
at onee *, and in view of the terms of the threat the Government had not agmojent 
ifMM tor amnming that it woold be oarriod ont on the 24th. When the newa ^ 
tie strike was received the Government lost no time in making it pnbllo dUm 
eonnllBtion with the Bengal Government 

■Ton fnithor mention your intormation that the protooative attitade of tho 
Andamana anthoritieo wtt roMioasiblo for the munber of ttrikora rising from laor 
on Joly Mh to 167 on July WL I aaaome that that Information moat to bmod 
on olafaMili by some pnamion leoeatly released bat I hoiiofo it to to laoaeiiaA 
lie IntorBMltlon voaolvod bf tho Oovomment ia that two ariaoaaia toi- 4 |MO.om 
Ihttgto^^e totoR Mb : tl^ a groat mam iff priawmTSit r 
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go OQ hanger-strike on the 24th if bv thet tiin:i the Gaverament of Indin's reply 
to their mess petition of the 9th hai not been roceivod ; that on the t3rd the 
orders of ^ the Government of ladia trere communicated and the prisoners were 
warned in their own interests of the consequences of carrying out their threat j 
and that on the 24th 175 prisoners actualty started a mass hunger-strike. I wonld 
remind you that the 31tU was the day fixed for d^monstratioos in Bengal for the 
release of prisoners. 

1 now turn to the method which you suggest fur inducing the prisoners to give 
up the hunger-strike— namely, the Government shall surrender to their demand for 
repatriation. You ask why it should nut be possible for the Qofernment to do so. 
In reply to this I will nor stress the fact that the Government of India are not 
the only Government eotijcrnf J. Kut { would emphasise^ the obligations of the 
Government to the community to protect it against vioUmiI crime and I would ask 
vou whether, however great one's uuKiety to .sou a happy termination to the hunger- 
strike, it is not cl».*ar that surrender to this deinaui would oucoiirace, and with 
reason, these prisoners to beiieve that any doinatid— even demand for release— 
could be enforce J by similar motliod and would e.|Ui 4 iiy ivieourago any other deter 
mined body of convicts in a belief that ihev c»ju! l sueoessfully follow the same 
methods. 

1 have boon concerned t.» reply at such length to your letter beoause 1 appre- 
ciate the motive behind it and the sincere and disin'tirested anxiety felt by you and 
no doubt by many otheis that what you call a ''tragic end” shuttid be averted. 
Whatever difference*** there may he between iis in ulher lespeotR in our estimate 
of the position on this point 1 and members of my Goverumetit have no reserva- 
tions. The decision wo have most reluctantly feit obliged to tike, is based on the 
conviction that the sooner this di^cision is rocogoizod by the prisoners as definite 
and final the more hope there is that they will give up this violent attempt to 
dictate terms of their uonfinuineut. Were Goverament to give way, the gain wonld 
be illusory and momentary : the device of hunger-strike would be establisked M 
one to be aioptei ou auy occasion : mare pris«>uers might lie tempted to follow this 
example (even as it is. the example has alreaily beeo followed in other jails) wtu 
the result that when authority had iu the end to be asserted, the oonsequencoi might 
he tragic not ouly to tbo.se now acting in defianee of it but also to many others. 

As the matter is of great public interest, J assume you will have no olq^tiOB 
to the pnblication of your loiter and of my reply and 1 propose aeoordiiii^iy to 
release them to the press uncu my reply has hao time to retch yon. 


NuricK ON Workers Withdriun 

5th. AUGUST Another ndjournmoat motion which waa miagbt to he moved 
on behalf of Labour was disallowed by tbe Speaker to-day. One of the issnes to be 
discassed was tbe notice uude^r tbe Public tj^urity Act served oa over 106 jute 
mill workers, including 14 women in the Hooghly District. Nr. H, 8 . RwAroiMBnlg 
Labour Minister, informed the House tliat the Order bad since beea withdrawn. 
The other issue, namely the promulgation of an order under Section 144 Or. P. C. 
in the Serampore Sub- Division, especially against .Mr. Zawaa, Labour lesdor, in 
his own constituency, was uharacterised by the Speaker as not of so great aa 
importance ac to be allowed to disturb tbe normal business of the Honse. 

OEfiKRaL DisrrssioN ok Bodoit 

The general disoas.sion of the Budget coocludod to-day. Mr«^ Strai 
Ckandra Bo$ 9 ^ the Leader of the Opposition, said thm the Budget diaoloeod 
bankrnptoy of imagiuation and statesmanship. He made it clear that the Gongress 
Party would be no party to a renewal of taxation measures. He added that the 
Budget really showed there was no genuine endeavour to place before the Provinoe 
plans of rnral reconstruction, economic reconstruction ann sooial reoonstrnotioa aa 
adnmbratod in the Congress programme. 

Ur. N, R. Sarkar, Finance Minister, replying to the de^, admitM 
snAoient monev had not been provided for nation-bniiding draartmeots, bat he 
would like the 'Honse to realise that before money oonid be provided for, a sohsme 
had to be drawn np, bat daring the short period they were in omoe it had not been 
possible to draw np a sobeme. 
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SniABI OF Dktbws 

•Ih. AUGUST After over five hours’ debate to-day. the Assembly a^ted 
by 139 votes to 86 the Moslem Coalition Party members’ amendment to the Congrem 
resolntion urging the immediate release of detenus. Thu resolution, as amended, wm 
thereafter put to vote and carried by 141 to 85 votes. v 

The amendment wanted that all detenus and Regulatiun Three prisoners should be 
releas^ and all restrictions placed on the liberties of others, under various other 
legal enactments, removed at the earliest possible time in so far as the orders were 
oonsistent with public safety. 

The Congress party’s resolution demanded the immediate release of these pri- 
soners and also the removal of all restrictions forthwith. . ^ o. 

Hai Harendranath Chowdhury^ mover of the resolution, declared that the Oon- 

£ ess Party did not move the resolution as a vote of censure against the preseni 
inistry, but wanted to test the sincerity of the professions of the Prime Minister 
who had more than once favoured the release of detenus. , ^ j 

Replying to the debate, Sir K. Nazimuddius the Home Minister, adumbrated ttu* 
(tovernment’s policy, which would lie to “go to the farthest limits consistent with 
public safety. They would give effect to the policy by a gradual, though jot 
unduly dilatory, process so that at each successive stage they may be guided oy jhe 
eaperience of the immediate as well as the more remote past. Until it is clear that 
terrorist methods have been abandoned for the future, th»* (‘lovernment must pay due 
heed to the experience of the past, but the process of release can be accelerated in 
proportion to the co-oporation and support given to the Government by tho public in 
rallying opinion against terrorist methods and preventing the recrudescence of terro- 
rism and other violent and subversive movements/’ . 

The Minister, detailing the policy, said that barring exceptional cases, all 
deteons who had been in home uomicile for three months or more would be 
released either unconditionally or on parole and all who 

domicile for over three mouths would be .sent for home domicile. Sir K. Naaimuddin 
added : “We have decided to reduce with all possible speed the number 

detained in camps and jails. We will bring to the Province all detaineo 
under Begnlation Three or tho Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Aot out- 

side Bengal as soon as we make arrangements to receive them. The policy of tnt 
Government, said Sir K, Nazimuddin, was the release of the detenus as jjpwly 
possible, consistently with public safety and ensuring as far as they could that tiiose 
released had an opportunity of settliug down to the normal life of useful citizens. 
Since April 1, he declared, the Government had decided to allow some form of rela- 
xation in about a thousand cases aod the number of detenus lu Jail-camps ana 
village domicile bad fallcu by about 325. About a hundred more would be *»Jortiy 
transferred to the training camps with a view to their being unconditionally relet^ea 
on the completion of their course of iustructiou. In accordance with the policy 
enumerated by him, he hoped that orders for tho release of about 250 now m home 
domicile, would be issued very soon, . ..v j- 

“I can assure the House and the people of Bengal that one of the dirwi 
consoQUODces of the policy of the present Government has been definitely to expedite 
tho process of the release of detenus. The present Government is not vindictive to 
the detenus and they are anxious to put an end to the condition which is 
suffering and hardship to such large numbers of parents in this Provinc^ Hot a 
single detenu will be retained a day longer than is ab.soluteIy necessary in the 
est of public safety. But I would like again to emphasise the fact that the prooes. 
of release will depend largelv on the oo-operation aod support that the 
rmeive in favour of the polfcy annouuoed and in creating an atmosphere which wii 
prevent young men taking to subversive activities. Congress leaders can help a grea 
deal in oi eating a favourable atmosphere.” . , 

As regards the demand that the system of detention without trial should be enoeo 
as soon as possible, the Home Minister observed that there were very few of wy 
oommnnity or any grade of society who would not echo that wish from their hearis- 


Over 2,000 students crowded the main stairs of the Town Hall and its approaches, 
a Btone’a throw from the Assembly Chamber, where a public meeting for tho 
tion of the Andamans Prisoners’ uay was held in the evening. They were shontins 
varioQB slogana snoh as “Down with the Miniatry” and “Release the Anda m ans pn* 
soners.” Tne Polios were standing by bat there were no untoward incidents. 
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These men, however, were detaiaed withoat trial beoaaae they were believed tJ have 
set themselves deliberately to nodermine bv the ase of foroe in its moat detestable 
form the whole stmetare and order of the Goverameot and the ordteary preoeesse 
of criminal jastice upon which alone could rest the role of law to which they now 
appealed. Moreover, not only did the terrorists set themselves that task but they 
deliberately oonnted on the liberality of the ordinary law to assist their design. 
Referring to the contention that the detenos most be presomed to be innocent 
because they had not been convicted in an open court, the Home Minister observ^ 
that in times of great emergency neither indivtdoals nor the Qovernment wonnl 
survive if they were to regulate their conduct by the presumption that men wera 
not only innocent but also harmless until convicted by the processes of law. In this 


Chsndsyarker sod justice G. P. Beschoroft, both High Conrt Judges, supported the 
ooDclasioD that the revolutionary conspiracy in Bengal could not he oheoked by the 
ordinary processes of law. The system, he asserted, was such that the ohaneea of 
innocent persons being detained, were extremely remote. Referring to the issue that 
terrorism was now dead and that therefore* there was no danger in releasing all 
detenus, the Home Minister said with full responsibility that it was not so. T^ro* 
rism had undoubtedly been brought tinder control, owing largely to the admittedU 
drastic measures that the Government bad to take, but it was by no means dead 
There were still people all over the Provinces trying to reorganise terrorist groups, 
Rtcnre recruits and collect arms for cefarious purjioses. The wholesale release of all 
detenus without discrimination had been ordered on two previous oooaaiona but on 
each of those occasions, within a period of a year or two. terroriam broke out afreah 
and with renewed violence. 

The policy outlined by the Home Member was as follows 

(a) To release all detenus who have been in home dcnaioilc for three months or 
more, either anoonditionally or subjeot to reporting their movements, nnloM tboro 
are exceptional oiroumstanoes which leave no doubt that it would be unsafe to allow 
them their liberty ; 

(b) To send from village domioito to home domicile tho se who have boon In 
village domicile from three. to sis months, unless tho Government are aalisftod in 
exceptional caaes that it is undesirable that this should bo done until a furtbor 
peiicM has elapsed ; 

(o) To reduce with all possible speed the Dumber detained in camps and jail : 

(d) To bring back to the Proviooe all persons detained uuder Regulation III or 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act outside Bengal, as soon as the Govern* 
fflsnt can make arrangements to receive them. 

(e) To give soitahle allowances for a limited period to the released detenoe whOM 
family oircumstanoes make it juatifiable to incur this expenditure from public funds 

so as to give tho released detenus the opportunity of setting down to soma ooonpn* 
tion ; sod 

(f) To subject to an examination the cases of ail detenus, whose health it a 
cause of anxiety to their reUtiooa, and to take steps with regard to the nature of 
each ease. 


Mr. T, C. Qctmami (Oongress) remarked that the Home Miniater'i spesoh wit 
not only disappoiatiog, hut positively mischievous. . . 

The Prime Minister, Mr. JL K, Faziul Huq^ said so long the polioy of tho 
Governments had been detention whereas the polkjy of the present Government 
was the release of such persons. The Prime Minister impressed on the Bonce 
a eonsiderable olunge baa come over the administration since the advent of uo 
preaent Ministry. Where formerly it was a polioy of detention, now it was n polioy 
of releaae. He ^so informed the Honae that ont of abont IfifiOO detenos, ame 
than JjOOO had either been released or the rcatriotiona on them had been pnrtinlly 
witbdxiwa And if oircomatanoea were favourable, praotieally all the Monas 
might bo released by September next. The Premier said that what had hami 
done hy them daring the last four months should be regarded as a gaaniiio 
of what they were goiog to do in tho fotore. ^ 

^ Mr. Saroi Ckamdra Me, Laadar of toe Oppomtion, obaerv«d that tho^BaiMa 
Mlaistar had repeatad tha aama old aod stole argoment that had bean adaptai hp' 
forw Bobm libiiihM of the old BaiM poaooa. . . . - . ^ ^ * 
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0 T 0 II the oo*operatiaa and aoodwil! of tho mmbert of the Honee and the pnblio, 
the releoae of all detenoa within a year and a half/ (Orich ^‘^Qh, oh/’ from OiMgrvm 
benohee). Sir K. Naaimaddtn referred to the speeches made by the membm nf 
the Oppositiott in support of the original motion and said the speeehes delivered 
with eqnal passion had been heard on the floor of the old Beojgal Connoil early in 
1930 when tho Government, relying on those aranments and sentiments expressed by 
the non-offlolal section of the Honse, had withdrawn all repressive laws. Bnt what 
wjM the result? Within 18 days of the lapse of these repressive laws came the 
Ghittagoni^ Armoury raid. 

The decistoh of the Bonse to accept the amendment was greeted with cries of 
'’Shame, shame/' from Congressmen. 

Bengal Ministirs’ Emoluments Bill 

lOtb. AUGUST The Finance Minister, Mr. AT. R. Sarkar, introdnced and 
moved to-day for consideration of the Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill. 

The Bill provides for a mcnthly salary of Rs. 3000 for the Chief Minister and 
Rs. 2^000 for each of the oUier ten Ministers. In addition to the salaries, the Chief 
Minister will receive Rs. 400 and others Rs. 300 each monthly as honse allowance 
while all will have a motor car allowance of Rs. 100 each. 

Mr. Framatkafuith Banerjes (Congress), moving an amendment, urged that all 
Ministers, including the Chief Minister, should have a salary of Rs. 500 each monthly. 
He referred to the cases of the Congress majority provinces where the Ministers 
had agreed te accept Rs. 500 o..1y. Mr. Baner^ee added that he wanted to do away 
with the distinction between the salaries of the Chief and other Ministers and 
instanced the amounts drawn by the Prime Minister and other Ministers in Japan 
and also by Mr. Be Valera and other Ministers in the Irish Free State. 

Mr. AM Fail (Proia) moved an amendment that each Minister should draw 
Ha. 1^000 monthly and Mr. HaJihuddU Tarafdar (Proja) moved amendments suggesting 
that the Chief Minister shonid get Rs. 2/iOO and other Ministers Rs. 2,000. 

The Honse had discussed the Bill and the amendments for nearly three hoars 
whan a Congress member wanted to move for closure, which the Speaker declined 
to aeeept, pointing out that the matter had not been snfficiently disonssed and he 
would not like to pat a closure to-day. 

1 Ith. AUGUST :-~The Assembly to-day rejected by 177 to 53 votes the Congress 
amendment to the Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, seeking to fix the salaries of 
Ministers at Rs. 500 monthly. 

The Assembly rejected by 157 to 75 votes the Proja Party's amendment fixing 
the Miniaters' salar/ at Rs. 1,000 monthly. 

Thereafter, the House passed without division the Official Bill, fixing the Chief 
Minister’s salary at Rs. 3,(100 and the others at Rs. 2500 each. 

The Finatum MiniaUr said that if a lawyer in this country could earn Rs. 15, OCX) 
a montl^ a basinessmau Rs. 10,000, a dootor Rs. 5,000 and a professor Rs. 15(X), 
Rs. 2,600 was not a pheoomeoal figure for Ministers. *"1116 example of Madras has 
been frequently oitea,” said Mr. Serker. 'That is a very good example, no donbt. 
Bnt may I ask whether the Congress leaders in this Province are inspired by the 
ideals of Mr. Rajagopalachariar ? It is of no use bringing in venerable names when 
we cannot conform to their standard. We, ordinary mortals, have decided to act 
aooording to onr own standard. We have come here to serve the oonntry in our 
own way. (Cries of "Question. Question” from Congress benches). Ton may 
question, but I would like to remind yon that ebarity begins at home. Let all of 
yon be inspired the ideals of Mahatm Gandhi and Pandit Jawharlal Nehrn and 
then come to^deride ns”. 

"If the Congress could convince all non-OoDgress Muslims and non-Congress 
Hindna that it was in the interests of Islam and the oonntry to join the Congress, 
then he would be prepared to accept Ra. 100 only.” This statement was maoe by 
the Premier, Mr. FaaM Huq, replyiag to the Opposition Leader, Mr. Sarai Okandra 
Meai, who declared during the debate that if all non-Oongreaa Hindna and 
Mahomedans joined the GompeBa tonight and helped to make the Congreaa the 
majority party in tha Honse, they would aooept office on Rs. 600 a month. 

^e passage of arme started over a aoggeation by a Moaltm Member that 
though mo Ooograas Miniatora aooepted Ra. 600, thqy were receiving more '‘*by the 
baoiioor in the ahape of aUowaiioea sod oars.” He doobtod if the Oongross ever 
Mid to rednoe the airii^ of the offioera of the Oorponitfon of OaloiM when the 
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Oburm wm in power. A ODogren retort followed, after wbieh tke flnaaoe 
Ifimater replied as alwTe. 

121k. AUGUST The consideration of the Ministers* Emohiments Bill haeiag < 
resnmed to^y, the Prime Minuter informed the House that the Ooferamoin had 
decided, in deference to the wishes of the members of the Assembly, to drop the 
elaosee relatii^ to the house and other minor allowanoes. Following the annonnoe* 
ment, the entire bill (the major clauses of which were passed yesterday) was passed 
without a diTtsion. 


Legislative Okfigers’ Ssbsaiss Bill 

The Assembly next took up for consideration the Bengal Legiatative OMoers’ 
(president, Deputy President, Speaker, Deputy Speaker ) Emoluments Bill. The 
Finanoe Minister announced that the f'torernment had decided to withdraw the 
clauses of the Bill relatiug to House, motor-oar and travolliug allowanoes. 

The Assembly thereafter passed tho Hill, without a division, flxiog saiartes aa 
follows : President Rs. 1,500 monthly. Deputy President Rs. 2,000 yearly, Speaker 
Ra. gjOOO monthly, and Deputy Speaker Rs. 3,000 yearly. 

MEunEus' S4L.\aY Bill 

13th. AUGUST i—By an overwhelming majority, to-day, the Houao redoetad the 
OoDgrees amendment suggesting that Members of the Legislature ahould take no 
salary. Thereafter, the Rouse passed without a division the amendment of a 
Member of the Coalition, urging that instead of Ra. US monthly aa auggeitod in the 
Official Bill, the members should receive Rs. ISO. The Qovernment votod for tho 
amendment. 

During the discussioo on the Goagre.Hs amend meat, Mr. Baroia Prammma PMtt 
(CoogressT signihuantly remarked that if the salary proposed in the Bill was going to 
be foisted on them, they were going to take it and if they pooled it togetnor, tho 
Ooogress members would have about a lakh of rupees as salaries and then those who 
were foisting this salary on them miglit he hoist with their own petard ; for with 
brains in their heads, money in their pockets and determination in between, tboy 
(the Correas) might be able to replace the present Ministry by another. 

The CoDg^as group cooteodod that bv auceptance <n salaries^ members wonid 
be perpetrating a crime not only on the poverty but afao on the ignorance of tho 
eleotorate. 

PoucR Lanu CuaioE— Adj. Motion 

Iflh. AUGUST : -All the Congress members of the Assembly attended the 
day's session with National Flags in thnir buttonholes as a mark of protest against 
the lathi charge on .Saturday's profiossion. 

Dr. J. if. baa Oupta^ acting IV*sideat of the R P C. C. moving the adiQnrnment 
motion, said that iatbis were iudts.?riuiinatelv used, thi* charges with whion were so 
severe that the stivers were littered with 'the slioe% left by the proceieioniats. He 
characterised the conduct of the police as '*au unoultared. shameful piece of violence." 
He added that the Deputy Commis.sioiier of Police, who was present on the spot, 
told Mr. Das Gupta that his orders ware delioite and that he would not allow the 
Droeessionists even singly to go through the prohibited area to the Town Hall with 
uaga flying or return to the t.*ity in that fashion. 

j9ir £ Naaimufidin^ the Home Minister defeudiog the police action, said that the 
police first tried to peinuade the processionists to disperse when brioknnla and aoda* 
water bottles were thrown on the police, seven of whom were injured as a reanlt. 
All efforts at persuading the criwil to di.sper8e having failed, the polioe used force. 
The Minister quoted the Prime Minister of Orissa, who told men toe other day that 
as long aa they did not interfere with the mainlenance of law and order, the polioe 
would not interfere with their activities. The Calcutta Police took action, boonnao 
tbexe-was interference with the maintcoaoce of law and order. He added that It 
was unfortunate sod against all couceptions of ladiau civilisation that woflsoa thoold 
have been utilised in this fashion and brought in to such prooeMtoni when the 
oigmiiaera knew that there was everv likeliboud of a breach of the peace. 

The Premier, Mr. FcUui Huq, md that be and his coUsagaea in the Oahinil 
ngnMed Batufday’a iocidents sod deoied that the Miniatiy was ran on ooaaauual 
wi. He appealed to the Opposition to co-operate with the Ministry and adfineo 
tke heat Intareirti of the Province. 
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EM. AUGUST TtiB Assembly to^y ?oted the eatire dentad of Be. 76, 
27, 000 under the heel **Admiaistr«tion of Jostioe" without a oat and without a di?l 
sion. OarioK the debate the Finaneo Mim$Ur remarks that Ooof rose Ministriee would 
not be able to o?erhaai the system oreroight and the only retrenohmeot that they 
would be able to effeot would be to substitute caps for pugrees gave rise to a point 
of order, the Speaker interveuiag and asking the House to refer to the Ministries in 
other Provinces with due courtesy and regard. The Finanoe Minister eaplaiaed that 
no disparaging spirit had actuated him in making his remarks. He had only wanted 
ro show the diffiuulties experioaoed by Ministries in general. 

Earlier the House saoctioued without a out the Polioe demand of Rs. 808^,000. 
Oonoluding the debate on the demand the Premier Mr. A. K, Faetul Hag remarked 
that instances of police oppression of the peopio were becoming rare and that the 
morale of the police force had considerably improved with the recruitment of 
educated and cultured young men. 

Winding up the irtb.ite, the Homo Minister Sir R. Saeimuddin said that there 
might be a fow biauk sheep iu thi« police but thev would not be jttsti&ed in 

condemniog the whole servt :o for th** faults of a fow. He also admitted that there 
was room for improvemmt; in the behacionr of the police towards the public end 
assured the House tiiat every instance of police escess would be severely dealt with 
in future. Referring to fh*« criticism about the heavy police budget, the Home 
Minister opined that barriug the esceptional expenditure which the Bengal Govern- 
ment had to iuour m s ippivs-iing tiMocrism the pnlK>i^ ^expenditure here compared 
very favourably with that lu other PfoviiKv*. 

CAL'Liia CTniversitv Emblsu 

2€th. AUGUST :^Tlio Calcutta Uuivcrsity's emblem, the Sree and the lotus, 
formed the subject of a heated dHbite on a cut motion to the Education demand in 
the coarse of which Calcutta Cniversity came in for a good deal of castigation at 
the hand of Muslim m*‘mbers. Mr. P,*N. Bttntrjety a member of the University's 
Syndicate, assented thai ttiv emblem had been selected after ooosultation with the 
architect of the (iovernment of Bengal, the London School of Heraldry and well- 
known artists, lie pointed out that Muslim rutoro like Mubammed of Ohorl and 
Shot Shah hal such symbols on their coins. Mr. Baoenen invited the members to 
meet the Syndicate and discuss the question. Mr. A, K, Faxtut Baqs the Premier, 
who holds the education port-folio, announced that he would convene a cooferenoe of 
M. L. A/s and University r^'pie^tnitativos to discuss the question, whereupon the out 
motion was withdrawn. 

UcirH or A Deienvk 

27Ui. AUGUST :-Mi. Sar.it Chandra Bose to-(!ay nalked out of the Houae at a 
protest against ‘^the Governmonl’s caiiuu*. indiffurcore towards human life." The 
walk-out was a sequel to tlv reported d' aTh uf Sidheodii Das of Mymenaiogh, one of 
the htiDger-strikcrK in the .Andamans. 

The Prime Sdimutf^r .siid be ha t al^o heard ^ueb a lumoui end bad aont an 
urgent miKsage to the Clti'-f C imiai'i;.'ion>«r of rhe Andamans for correct informalton. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bosc’, who made a stHtement on the Qoor of the Houae, laid 
that he had reocivi^l inforoiation tint one of tin* <iirikerK in thu Andamans bad died 
and a.s far as be had b»MMi anu- i.> make '’nquii:* . fr’>rr non-oIBcial sources, he bad 
found that tho infoKuatiou was t r«r.«!cT. In vifw id iliis .sad news, the Congress 
Party, said Mr. Bose, w ‘re in no inoo'J to i^oni.nui' ^bfir work in the House. He, 
therefore, Ufcidod to wi.hlrjv h - fruii ?rjo H'ris-* f«>r the day at a protest 

against f allou'j anir iio of ib^ <>ovcriii '»( Bongal against what the Congress 
Party tbougii'^ tj b i the rHi-onaoi * ’ he .Vu'j irn '.ni prisoners, lu with- 
drawing from the House. Mr. Bo :4 * w]< to mak-* it clear that they meant no 

disresp ect to The Chair He tartKjr i »ii Uoj .j that for the last few days, he 

bad been trying to obtain conbrra iMiM •/. th * from the Treasury Beoohee but 

bad received no reply. 

The Home Himeter, who wa> not it --. ;, uj the House alien the Congress 
members walked out, appeared immediately fterwards and made the following 
statement: **The Government have re>:eivt*d a telegram handed in at l2-)0p. u 
in which no deaths are reported, but throe are in the aerlottsly ill list. ’ 

Jail Aoui.'dsiRAiiON CaiTicitin 

SOtb. AUGUST The narration of their jail experteooea by si«rernl membeiy 
o: the Congress Party, with special reference to what wae obaracterised av the *'debtt- 
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aaoifing atpMtt*’ of th# Jail admiaiatimtioa in this Prorinoe, was the priaoipal 
featare of to-day*s debate on the Hudget demand nnder the head 'Jails'. 

fieplyiog to the debate in a good hamonred speech, Sir Khwaja NoMimuddin, 
the Uome Minister, admitted that all was not well with the jail administration. The 
greatest problem was over-orowding. Most of the jails were coustracted long ago 
and as such wei e nnsuited to modern standards of prison life. But improvements 
in these direotiens depended on favourable financial conditions, which, be regretted, 
wpre sadly wanting. Sepndiatiog the charge levelled by several members of the 
Opposition th^t a majority of the prisoners found themselves in shattered health on 
their release after serving long terms of imprisonment, the Home Minister opined 
that the statistics of the health of the inmates of tho jails prepared for 1936 showed 
that it was much better than that of the people outside. According to these statis- 
tios, only 16 per cent of the jail population recorded loss of weight while, of the 
res^ more than half gained weight. The entire demand was thereafter passed 
without a division. 

1st. SEPTEMBER There was a sudden fiare-up in the House when the Prime- 
MinUUr^ intervening in the debate on a cut motion on the Agriculture Budget, 
observed that during the last few days false propaganda was carried on ontside the 
Hoose against the supporters of the Oovernment and attempts were being made to 
hold them up to ridicule. The Premier had to face angry interruptions from several 
members of the Congress and Proja Parties, who simuitanpously rose in their seats 
on Mints of order. 

The Speaker observed that he was prepared to hear these points when thu 
simultaneous outbursts and shouting ooased. 

The cut motion on the Agriculture Budget, moved by a member of the Proja 
Party, urging the restriction of jute oultivatioo and fixing the minimum price ol 
Jute, was lost by 184 votes to 73. 

Mb. Boas's Call fob Dbcobux 

Ia4. SEPTEMBER >Mr. Sarai Chandra Bote, the Leader ol the Opposition, voiced 
a complaint to*day regarding the language of certain remarks made by the Premiei 
yeaterday against a member ol the Proja Party and said that the tone and msnuer 
in which they were made were hardly in consonance with parliamentary decorum 
The Leader of the Opposition appealed to the Leader of the House in order that in 
hia cooler moments he might oousider whether of ail persons in this House, it was 
not his duty as well as the duty of the Leader of the Opposition to say nothing 
which might ruffle the temper of members. Mr. Bose also pointed to certain ob8er> 
vatioos of the Speaker who had charaoterispd a point of order as "frivolous". This, 
he said, had given rise ro a certain amounr of sorrow, and he added that so long 
as a point of order, whether sound nr frivolous, the ruling of the Cnair had to b^ 
giveu. He thought it wan his duty as the Lcaler of thn Opposition to bring this 

matter to the notice of the Cliair and also of the Leader of the House in oidei 

that the proceedings of the Assembly might be earriod on in calm and with 
much decorum and dignity as possible. * 

Replying, the Premier said that ho :»i4:<'.ere!y appreciated the spirit in wbioh 

Mr. B ise made these remarks aud reciprocat^'d" tho feelings of friendliness. Bt* 

also extended ro Mr. Bose tho hand of co-operation for the future with a view tc 
pieventing any incident of any kind, which might lead to unpleasant remaiks beio^ 
made by oue member s^ainst auother. "If in the heat of the moment 1 have been 
led to use lauguage whioh might have hurt the feelings of my friends, I can only 
sw that 1 am ainoerely rorry." 

In conoluaion, the Premier said that he whs looking forward to the much 
happ tar days ahead as the result of the conference which was soon goina to be 
held regarding the repatriation of tho Andamans prisoners. *'Let ns hope that we 
shall be able to meet in perfect friendliness and with the sole objeot of serving the 
oaute which bow turns out to be absolutely national. With that end in view, I greatly 
weloome the remarks that have been made by my friend, the Leader of the Opposition. 

The «Spealwr welcomed the frank expressions of view and the friendlinesa between 
the Leader of the Opposition and tne Leader of the Honse and appealed to ail 
teotiuos of tho AMaably to lend their help and assistance in the diBcnargo of his 
duties as the Bpooher ia a proper maaner. 

Mr. Beta udM that acme meahers of hia aide of the Hooae had been treated 
like aohooi boys, Mr. fioao aasaved tho Sipoafcer of tho Hooae that os hia part be 
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wm taxions thit the debates !a the Hoase shoald be ooadoetad io eabh a i 

that thej might set ap an example to the other ladiaa Ls^slataris aad he ho|^ 
that the Leader of the tloase would respood to his appeal fa this behalf. Mr. Boali^ 
risiog again after the Premier's response to his appeal, aasared him that though 
we may fight oar battle inside the Chamber, we wdt remain friends, as we hare 
been oatside.’ 

4lh. SEPTEMBEK The declaration that not only was total Prohibitioa the 
poUey of the present Government of Bengal bat that they were also trying to make 
experiments in this respeot in important, speoiflo areas following the example of 
the prime Minister of Madras, was made in the itssembly ti-d^ by the Premier, 
Mr. it. K. FumIuI Huq^ in the ooarse of the debate on the Exoise budget Be 
added that he could give this assuranoe to the House that the present Cabinet was 
trying its very best to carry out the policy of toul Prohibitioa during its term of 

all the out motions, inolnding one from the Congress Party, nrging ths adoption 
of the policy of total Prohibition, were withdrawn in view of this dselsration hy 
Mr. flag. 

glh. SEPTEMBER After 15 days' discussion, the Assembly disposed of the 
Budget which, as presented by the /Vtionce Afinitter, was voted without i single 
cat. A hundred and five members participated io the disonssions. 

Earlier, the Premier referred to the charge frequently made against the members 
of the Cabinet that they had broken their election pledges, tie remarked : **At thi 
time of the elections, the Congress gave a solemn pledge in their manifesto that 
they were ping to wreck the Coustitution, but thev have taken the oath of oflioe 
and are eoioying the sweets of power and even Mr. Gandhi has found somsthlag 
good in the much-maligned Ooostitotion. If the Congress oonld modify Its opinion^ 
the Coalition Party (the supporters of the Ministry in Bengal) oonld also modify 
their views'*. 

Baring the discussion on the Labour Budget, several Labourites orltioisid the. 
Labour policy of the Government and alleged that the Qovernment were trying to 
throttle the Trade Union movement Mr. Subrawardy, Labour Minister, dsolared 
that the Govuroment were determined to give a fair deal to Labour, fle aiddsd that 
Oommunism was Public Enemy No. 1 of the social and economic strootnre. 

RuSHlBl COLLXOS ISCXDXNT 

8th. SEPTEMBER :—Mr. Surendra Aiohan Maitra (Congress) moved to-day as Sd- 
jonrnment motion to discuss the Rajsbahi College incident. The motion was rejsotsd 
without a division after two hours' heated debate. 

'^]f the Government h»fi not taken steps in time, the streets of RsisbabI would 
have been deluged with blood," declared the Premier and Education Miniator. the 
Hon. Mr. Fazlul Huq, justifying the order closing the College. Bo had ovldfsoo 
that the students were preparing for a homicidal fight between themsalvsa. Ibo 
order did not mean the closing of the College for all time hot only till the altoation 
retnrned to the normal in order to afford an opportunity to the leaders to oomposs 
their differences. 

Mr, Sarat Chandra Bo§$^ Leader of the Opposition, accepted the Pyamlsr's 
suggestion to go to Raishahi along with another prominent Congressmen who won 
also a Syndic of the Calcutta University and try to arrive at an amioable asttismest 
of the affair. Mr. Bose told the Bouse that he bad in bis btods photngrapbio eoplsf 
ef two telegramB sent from Caloutta to the Muslim students of the Bsjsbshi Oollsge 
Hostel, one in the name of the Premier assuring his ^abiding solioitnds for thair 
wslfsro” which Mr. Bose believed, had resulted in increasing the tension. 

Most of the speakers on the motion, ioclnding Mr. W, W, Werdfworik^ tho 
Mdor of the Boropean Group, and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bow, Leader of the OppoeitiOB. 
*Mr«tted the lotion of the Government in this direotioo, aithongh they did aot 
■Pprovo of the ooodoot of the atndents of Bajshabi, particnlariy the hongor-atriko 
vhaoh was reaortod to by the Hindu atndents. ^ ^ 

Mr. Smrmi Chandra Bow deolared that narrow orthodoxy wbotbor it to HIndB 
fs Mnsiim mada no appaal to him. All the same be tbongbt that the di i b r onisi 
yiNm i the two aootkmaM the stndonla of Bajahahi oonld have aMvod ky 
^■■SBt with a Mttlo nmonat of tnot, rsaaonaUinssi aad vIMon. Ho iqpgllsi 
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the oonmaoel tarn which had been gi? en to thie pretty inoldent and said : **Let nat 
tbe^ profane hand«*eitlier of the Hindus or of the Hos]ini 6 *-»efer tonoh the edQeatio&. 
al institotious of onr Province, which shonld be allowed to remain as sacred temnU 
of learning.** 

The Hon. Mr. A. JIT, Fazlul Huq^ who made a very conciliatory speech, appealec 
to the Leader of the Opposition to go to Rajshahi and settle the matter in a maoner 
aatisfactory to all parties concerned. Mr. FasluJ Huq announced that any decisiot 
that Mr. Sarat Boso might arrive at in this oonnection would be accepted by bin 
fqr he looked upon snob a bolution as affording a test >4 their fitness for solvinc 
oommanal problems in this Province. ^ 

Bengal Tenancy 401 Amend. Bill 

lOlh. SEPTEMBER The Revenue Minister, (he Hon. bir £tjvy Prasad 
Rep introduced and moved to-day the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill, the object of 
which was to amend sonie existing provisions of the Bengal J'euuncy Act which had 
been found to operate rather harshly 00 the cultivators, for the purpose of givior 
immediate relief to them. 

The Minister explained that the Bill uid not attempt to bring about a radica! 
reform in the eaisting system of land tenure by h comprehensive amendment of thi 
Act The Bill provided for the abolition of landlords* transfer fee and right cf 

pre-emption. 

The Premier, the flon. Mr. A. k, Faxlul Huq, told the House that the Govern- 
ment bad originally decided tf. refer the Bill to u Select Committee but some 
mischievous persons outside the House had carried or. propaganda in the country 
that the Government were going to shelve that Bill. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Hos«. the Leader of the Oppo&iiion. said that the Bill did not 
contain any provision for the rinaeiioration of the f onditions f>f the real tillera of 
the land. 

The entire European Uioup and ^dpht Hindu mcmlei*-, representing the landea 
interest supported Sir Qaorge Campbell' 6^ amendment, while the opposition inolndec 
the Coalition Group, the Proja Party and the entire Congress group, excepting one 
who did not vote. Sir George, speaking on his motion, said that the Bill aimed at 
giving a definite blow* to landlords to ibe verge of expropriation and affected their 
property rights. Referiing to the Instrument of Instructions, he said that it wa^ 
perfectly olear from the nature of the Bill that it must go to the Viceroy. 

The Revenue Minister, the Hon. 8 ir Htyoy Prasad tmgh Roy opposing tbr 
motion for oirculation. said that the Bill only ^>ouglit to uiuoxe certain specitii 
grievances of tenants, for which there bad been sgitation in the last seven years. 

The House rejected Sir George s Amendment by 188 to 36 votes. 

13tli. SEPTEMBER Violent denunciation of the proviMins in the Bill whitb 
were oaloulated to deprive landlords of the existing right to get the transfer fee and 
also the right of pre-emption, bv several members of the European gronp (who bad 
so long been among the staunchest supporters of the Govpirimrnt ) formed the 
principal feature of to-day\s pro:’.«?Hdings of the Assembly. 

It was even suggested by a member that the Revenue Miuis<»^r, Sir B, P, Singh 
Roy, who was himself a represeutative of the landholders* constituency, had ventured 
to sppnaor a measure of such a definitely expropriatory character as the one before 
the House because he knew full well that this Bill, even if passed by the Bengal 
Assembly, oould not receive the sanction of the Goveinoi -General in view of the 
mtriotions contained in Section 229 of the new Government of India Act. 

laThe Hon. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Minister for Revenue, replying to the 
dmte, said that this Bill was designed to give finanoial relief to the agrieuituristA 
It would moreover produce a tremendous psychological effect among the masses and 
semove the tension between landlords and tenants. cannot be denied.** said tot 
Minister, **tbat there is an insistent demand for the abolition of landlordism.** , Ine 
Minister in oonolusion said that the present Bill offered a solntion by steering * 
middle coarse. 


Fubuo Demands Recovery Act Amend. Bill 

I 6 II 1 SEPTEMBER The Assembly had the unique experience of baviag iff 
sitting adjourned by the Hon. Mr. Speaker for half an hour as the sequel to tha 
failare on his port to restore order in the midst of oontinnal and ranoorene 
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niptiojifr between the members of the Ministerial and Opposition benobos in the 
ooarse of the debate on the non-oflioia) Bill to amend the Pumio Demands Rsooferj 
Aet 

Moaivi Akdul Bari of the Muslim Coalition (Ministerial Party) was oritielsing the 
sponsor of the Bill, who happoueU to have seuoded recently from the Ministerial 
pwf and joiueJ taose members of th:* Krisak-Proja Party, who have been aptinp 
in nniaooo with the Ooti^'r jss Oppositiuu, as beiua too anxious to play to the gallery 
lad earn cheap pUu iit<< as the only real friend of the much harrasaed tenantry in 
(he Proyince. e\pi j.>»siu(i provoked a storm of protest and retorts from the 
Opposition benobos aad for a time the interruptions seemed to drown the effort> 
nade by the Speaker who wa.s oallini; the nientbers on both sides to order. 

Ibe hon. Mr. A, K, PazUl Ilutf, Prim * Minister, intervening at this stage, 
accused the membei> ol tho OpposUisLui of lack of manners in as much as they 
wore pieyenting Mr. .\blul Bari from continuing his spoooh. This aocusMion by 
(lie prime Minister .ra> taken scr.ras on i • >‘v the C oiuress members, wh*i 

asked him to 'vii!; ii. 4 -.v the expression. 

At this sta^'o, Use ac'^hu iu,l i* 4. j o • to call the members 

?o order but ziM me ju.iiii w-itli - -ss. i Ijouru the House. As thing>> 

lid not improve j^eii af' ‘r Uis-. h- I th*' l!'»as * fjr half an houi 

AM‘I loft the C^ainbei . 


Bi..N(*AL A< I A.vr.si Bilc 


21ti. SEPTEMBEK ~ riit- i ^ . i>.i liu provision of doing away 

nith the iaudiords rir;ht o: pie- Miot* i;t nJ ^ I'di right on the oo-sbaror 

f the tuoaot^ binder certain oii.uirnstance*. 


22ad. SEPTEMBER -The Parry i iieu lui.oif tu the Hill, seeking to 

provide a suspcnsiio of oiilunjemont o: i mp. ;m ease of ryots as ptovidea in 
the Bil?, was reje rtod t»y 86 voU*> to 7-. 

The Qou. Sir Bi/op’ Pram I Siatfh it ty. th > .Minister foi Kevenue, explained 
that the case 01 u«iJer>ty</t> *vvu.J iM * : Mi‘ wi'h oi thi: mo: e oimpiehensive Bill 
whid: the Gover.im«iit prop I tu ri‘?odaj.* o leeoip* of the report of the 
iropos-jd ;o!nroissi'.m of cuipiJM into ih ■ mu I U•.v^ o; Bengal. 

24Ui SEPTEMBER . "Sj ul mrua-* • x* icmeui wiiiiossud in the 

\saeaihly t»-dav a» the Uiiie the Co*Jgi'efc> Party’s amend- 
ment seeking the m'oios; pa.'ahl' 'uaal to a landlord on arrears 

of real at five per cent as against the rioveiumou. , proimsu) to reduce the rate Of 
•uterest from and a half per cent to 6 aoJ a •MiC'ioiiMh per eeiii. The amend- 
ment was rojejtoJ by 1 1(3 votes to 61). 

Before Hanounciiig iht! restili of the divi-ioiii. ’hi- spcakoi *iiew the attention of 
the I.ieador of the ildiisc to tlie **most uiis-rnmly ronduei uu tiie part of oertain 
mcmbjrs of i.'ie IIju'ic whj.' : liie tmiinMci > w-m • pr *:.‘*:lif:.s t.‘i the lobbies. He 
'Apected the Leader r > take th j iieeessary .stops lu the matter so thst there Btigkt 
not be any repetition of sneh iM ;ideuts, requiring the Speakers i liter ventioo. xhe 
Speaker add.?d that he uoiieeJ that wmle memours 'v*?rc going to the lobbies, one 
member had been dragged by an ithor lo the Coalition lobby and despite the fact 
that the Speak-u' had warned the member •; jiiojru j i .lu l also sent the SMrotary 

ask him not to persist in tiip cindiiot. the rojmhiM ia question had persisted in 
dragging another member to the lobby of hi, party. The Speaker announoed that 
he had e.\puage'l the v:it,‘ .|' th • m-'rober who wa** b mo:.: Iraggo^i in the above 
manner. 

AOtb. SEPTEMBER Itie folio wing ;>iaiomdot was mode to-day by the hon. Mr. 
A. K, Patlul HuOy Prime Minister, speaking daring the debate on the third readio|[ of 
the BUI amending the Biengal Tenancy Act. Tho Premier add^ : **li in ooarse of UnM 
you can show that the Gongruss Ministors in Bihar, the United Provinow and 
have done more for the ryots than we have boon able to do, then, indeed, we ahall 
stand aelf^condemned.*' He repudiated the crittcism tbal^ the Bill did not oMfer any 
real benedt on the tenants in Bengal and also repudiated *he ®laim of lb'. 8am 
Chandra Bose that the Congress Party ba^i materially improved the Bill. He denied 
the chiurge that tho Bill was hypocriti-;al but admitted that it ^ had bmn rather 
hastily framed and this be said, had boon due to the fact that circumatanoea bad 
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md« it neoesurj that the Bill ehooM be carried through in the present session 
(Voioe from the Congress benches “Why ?**) The Premier retorted : “Beoam ron 
desired to take credit from the masses and we wanted to stop it/’ (Langhter). 

The Premier said that the Congress was aotnated by no other principle than that 
of mere obstrnotioo for obstraction’s sake and was ont to win cheap praise as ■ 
benefactor of ryots. He appealed to the Congress Party in the Legislatnre to gife 
oonstmctire snggestions and co-operate with them in order to bring abont a proper 
solution of the problem of the land laws in the Province which wonld lead to con- 
tentment and tranquillity among the masses of this province. 

Mr. J, N. Basu^ Leader of the United Nationalist Party, reiterated his oonrictio!i 
thft snoh a Bill should not have been rushed through without an exhaustive enquiry. 

Mr. W, C, Word$ioorth said that the European Group had not been pettily 
contentions or unsympathetic or dominated by self- interest. He said the present 
Bill was hastily decided and ropreseotod a certain amount of class prejudice. It 
created one more class of intermediary and pat the landlord in a new and inferior 
position in relation to his environment. They had been called eminent Europeto 
enloitera, said Mr. Wordsworth, who added jocularly that he now spoke not only as 
a Enropean but as an imperialist, a capitalist, a tyrant, an oppressor, a parasite and 
a bloodsucker. (Laughter). sStraugers hearing these words, he said, might conclude 
that the European Group were not loved. They themselves did not draw that infer- 
enoe, for hard words broke no bones and politics wonld be boring if its vooabuiary 
were feeble and many in his Group felt thrills of ecstasy when they were taken 
for capitalists. 

Mr. Wordsworth said that there was unreality about ovei y thing, the attitude of 
the Congress Party over the measure, the 1,700 and more amendments to the Bill, 
and the attitude of the Proja Party in regard to the Bill. He said that the Province 
deserved something better than the Bill and its handling had neither convinced their 
intelligence nor uplifted their emotions. It had not made them think of Ajax defy- 
ing the lightning or of Horatious keeping a bridge or of brave men dying in t&e 
last ditch for their conscionco. and their ideals. It had made them think of two 
homelier characters, namely, firstly, of the brisk criminal jndge who always pro- 
nounced a sentence after hearing the prosecution because if he listened to the 
defence as well, ho only got confused, and secondly, of tho Colonel who always 
merohed behind his regiment and, when a.sked, explained, “Was not he their leader 
and should he not follow them wherever Ihoy wanted to go V” 

Mr. 8arut Chandra Bose, Loader of the Congress Party, criticised the Bill and 
said that it did not go as far as the Congress wanted to. Explaining tho position 
of the Congress visv-a-vis landlords, Mr. Bose said that the Congress was definitely 
not in favour of the perpetuation of landlordism. The Congress did not look upon 
their rights as something which could not bo touched but, at tho same time, it dis- 
oonraged any attempt on the part of any section of tho people to describe another 
section as exploiters. Mr. Bose added that the Congress believed that by adopting 
the formula of co-operation between all sections and classes of the people, it was 
possible for them to removo once for all the distinctions that anfortunately existed 
among the different classes of the people. 

After the Prime Minister’s speech the hon. Sir Bijoy Prasad S%ngh Boy, Revenue 
Minister, who had been elected from the Landholders’ constituency, said that he 
had mixed feelings of satisfaction and disappointment regarding toe Bill.^ There 
were certain clauses which he considered to be of an uxpropriatory nature, infring- 
ing the valuable rights of landlords, and as such they did not meet with bis persu- 
nu approval. But he bad agreed to introduce the Bill with those olausos in tbt! 
hope tnat they might bring about a better understandiug between tenants and land 
lords. He sai I that tho Bill was not comprehonsive but only sought to remove some 
of 4he pressing grievances of the ryots. Ho asked the landlord's to read the signs 
of the times and try to adjust lhem.selves to the chancing circomsrances, 
there alone lay their safety. Ho said that it was true that landlords bad been called 
upon to make' valuable sacrilices but he hoped that those sacrifices would have a 
salntory effocc on the relatioQ8hip.s between landlords and tenants. He asked land- 
lords not to be shortsighted in these matters. ^ 

The third reading was carried amidst jubilation. The Bill was passed by 
against 27 vote*; and tho Houso was prorogued. 



The Bengal Legislative G>uncil 

Bodgat SessioD-Caletitta— 80tb Jolv to 16th August 1687 

AOOBBSS to OoriBKOR— OF PROCFDVRB 

The Budget Session of the Beogtl LogislatiFe Oouooll commenced in the Conooil 
Ohember, Celontta on the SOth. July 1937 to have the Budget for the year 
1987-3B presented bv the Finance Minister. As many as three points of order irere 
raised and these held up the proceedings of the House till 7-45 p. m. Mr. Smtjftmdra 
Chandra Mitra^ President, was in the chair. 

The first point of order before the House was whether it was competent to dis- 
cuss His Excellency the Governor's Address to both Houses of the Legislature on 
July 29th. The question arose out of a notice of a motion given bv Rai Bsosdur 
S, N. ^nha. 

The President called upon the members to express their opinion on the question 
of presenting an address to the Governor. 

ne fftm. Sir K. Naeimuddin said that under Seciiou of the Government of 
India Aot, His Excellency had been given the right to address both Chambers and 
that address was given at the discretion of His Exoeliency and that any resolution 
that was to be moved in connection with anything that related to any action of the 
Qovemor at his discretion required the previous assent of the Qovernor. Gontinning, 
be said that in that case U was nao6s.sary that sufficient notice should be given eo 
that Hia Excellency might either give his assent or tefuse it. Moreover, ne aaid, 
onder Section 17 of the Kules, before any member of the House oould move an 
address to the Governor it was necessary that a day should be allotted for the pur- 
pose. Further, Sir K. Naximuddio said that au address could only be moved by 
means of a motion and that if it was to be moved by a non-official member, it oonld 
only be done on a day set apart for non-offictal business. Above all, that day's 
•itang had been set apart for Oovernmeut business, namely the presentation of 
the Budget. 

The Preeiieni said that the mover did not claim it under the rules but in pnr- 
soanoe of parliamentary practice and that he merely said that under rule 66 an ad- 
dress should be presenteiJ to His Excellency. The Pnsidf^nt desired to know if it was 
claimed as a privilege of the House. 

M> K. Nazitneddin .said that the question of piivil(\g»> did ii«»t arise as under 
Section 118 an address from the Council to the Governor must bo presented after 
a motion had been carried to that effect in the Uoiiho according to the procedure 
laid down. Further the motion for which notif :0 bad been givm could not be moved 
because it infringed Section 19 of the rules of busioess. 

The Pretident^ ioterveuing, said that the mover did not claim it as an ordinary 
motion but in pursuance of parliamentary practice and that it was not a resolution 
bat a motion connected with the privileges of the House. 

Sir K. Naeimuddin ob.sGrved that toe English precedent did not apply in the 
present case becanse it differed from the practice at Westminster on aoconnt of 
statutory provision. For, accordiog to British Parliamentary practice, the Cabinet 
waa responsible for His Majesty^s Address. In lodii the Governor addreesed the 
legialatures at his own discretioo for wbioh the Ministers were not responsible and 
therefore the two cases were not identical. 

The President observed that in the Domioiou Parliaments such addresses were 
presented and that be wished to know whether this House also wished to create such 
a oonveution 

One of the members Mr. Kamini Kumar DuU said that they should aot drag in 
parliamentary practice by straiaiog the law and that on principle they should not 
introdnoe aoy thing in the Bengal Gooocil for which there was no proriaion in the 
ralee. He said that in the rules of business it was definitely stated that an addreee 
oonid be preeented to the Governor only after a motion had been made and earned 
Wider the roles and that it would not be right to follow practioes in vogue eleewhere 
or to bri^ in the qneetion of oreeting a eoaveotion 
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Hm B ruidw nt than said that the auittar was of saoh oonstitatioBal importaaoo 
that It thotild be thoroughly diaoossed. He said that it was trae that theirs was a 
writtan ooostltation and their roles and regolations were not definite on the noint 
hat at the same time be said that the House had oertainly 'the right to create eon* 
TantioDa. He said that he did not for a moment wish to oonrey the idea that they 
shonld naoeasarily copy all the conventions even of the British Parliament if these 
did not anit them. Bat, at the same time, he said the mover had raised a vary 
important qaentioo. He, therefore, advised the mover not to press the motion that 
day hot informed him that he would permit the member to raise it on some other 
day after giving due notice to the members. *1 mav sav that the Hoase has almost 
been taken aback by the motion/ 

The mover then withdrew the motion. 

E^ss Offiosr’s Notice— Adj. Motion 

find. AUGUST fhe adjournment motion on the Press Officer's notice to 
Oaloatta newspapers, prohibiting the publication of nows about the Dctenne Dav 
prooeedings was taken un to-day. Lively discussion took piai.^e. hut it was defeated 
when a poll was taken by 32 votes to 12. 

ICr. Kamini Kuma*‘ Datt, Congress member, who initiated the debate, made an 
interesting analysis of the cous^aea :cs of the Pre.s8 Officer's notification and 
revealed how such an order nulermined the fundamental civil liberties of the people. 
Several members participated in the discussion. 

Dr. Radkakumud Mukker/e*^ Loader of the Opposition, male a scathing condemna* 
tion of the policy of the pr^sont Ministry in Bengal and asked the Ministers to look 
at this pioture in Bengal where liberties were being continued to be euoroached 
upon aud the other picture in the six 0).igress provinces which contained about 65 
per oeut of the population of British India, where a vigorous and progressive policy 
was being pui’saod by th * C)iigres.s Ministers within so short a time after their 
taking office, .ifrer referring to the effects of such an order as that issued by the 
Press Officer as ‘^shaking tiie enttre structure of the primary civil rights of the 
oitiseus of Bengal'*, he said that the Ministry should not have allowed an '^underling'’ 
who was only a Deputy Secretary in the Home Department, to have issued such an 
order without an express order from the Home Minister and that the Minister must 
be held responsible for the conseoueooes. 

Sir K, nazimuddin. Home Minister, in an elaborate reply, said that the Press 
Ofioer was merely carryiug out hi.s duties and thit the order issued by him was 
quite legal and withiu his houuds. Such warnings issued by tlie officer in qnestioa 
must be appreciated by tho Press, for the Oovernme :t, had it only willed, might 
have refrained from giving such notice, 'which was, after all. only a reminder of 
the order issued in 1935 and whi<'h continue to exist until it was cancelled, and 
might have proso<vited th ' papers who published such news. The Ministry was as 
anxious as anybody else to protect the liberties of the Press and after the legisla- 
ture had discussed the questions about detenus and other allied matters shortly, he 
would personally » into the question of the need for the rffention or otherwise of 
the oraer passed r 'gardiu'^ the D«*teoiie Day proceedings. 

Before replying to the debate, Mr. Kamim Kumw Datt il^^sired to know whether 
the Home Minister had anything to aid to what he bad already spoken. The Leader 
of .the Opposition desired to know the exact significant^ of th*' 'Minister’s words. 

But tne Home Minister said that he had ootbiug more to add to what be had 
already spoken. The motion was pressed and lost. 

Bcnoal GonirciL Leadibsrii* 

9lh. august i—Ad important ruling which may have the effect of inoiuding in 
the Bengal Ministry a member of the Upper House, was given by the Hon. Mr. 
5. C. Mitray the President of the Bengal Legislative .Oonnoil, to-day, on a point 
miaed by Dr. Radhaknmnd Mnkherjee, Leader of the Congress Party in the Oonnoil, 
who songht to know whether a non-member could take upon himself the jKMitioa of 
the Leader of the Honao. The President ruled that the Leader of the House must 
be a member of the Oounoil and io this view of the matter, the Prime Minister, 
who claimed to be the Leader of the House in the Upper Chamber, would not be 
ablo to fonotion as such. Elaborating his point, the Hon. the President obaerved 
that it waa not inooooetvable that in future both the Honsea might be aitting aimnl- 
taneo^y and it waa natnral that the Prime Minister and his oolleagnes wonUl luife 
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onlinarily to attend the Lower House of which they happened to be members. Thas« 
unless an elected member of the Uuper Honse was declared as the Leader of the 
Hoose, the work of the House would be impeded. 

Improving the River Coursis 

1 lib. AUGUST On the motion of Dr, Radita Kumud iiukerjm the Oounoit 
adopted the following resolution to-day 

‘^his Council declares that it is of opinion that a committee of seven members, 
to be uhoseu in equal niimhdr.s from the two Houses of the Legislature, and the 
Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department t Agriculture and Industry) as the 
Chairman, and with \\o\vi*r to co-opt additrotial members as experts, be formed for 
the purpose of the uiilisation of the hy<lrographiir resources of Bengal and to refftt- 
late irrigation and tin; coursps of water rli.iunel and improve sanitation of pnotio 
ht^lth. with paitiijiilar rcfercnct* to tin* follovvin.; amongst otnor approved measures : 

(1) Flush irrigation in tin* ailuvial poiinin of Dcngal whore the delta has been 

raised to the samo Hat levni. 

(2) Storage of rain waloi in suitahU* insei voiis. 

(3) Construction of ainl lesei vuirs {•iovidi*ii with slnice-gates snd distii- 

Initaries. 

(4) Irrigation hy eiectiic p iwc! from liver - aiul tube-wells on the model as in 

the Uni ted J'lovince.s. 

(j) Construction «)f i anai> ami eut:> without dislocating the uaturai drainage 
levels. 

(C) Harnessing of wat**! i ili-' tor .jeneiating ( heap »*leetricily for the oountry- 
side (on the lines o( tlie CuiitMl Fruvinees hydro-electric grid system). 

(7) Kst:it«lishm'*nt of a rivei -training lahoratory at headquarters. 

16th. AUGUST The Cotigt .adjoiirnmioit motion to discuss the situation 
arising from the police iaTln hat. n the i4tii August was negatived without a divi- 
sion to-day. 

ItKl.KASL OI DkIKNUS 

Earlier, the Honsi* discusst d the n'solution moved by Mr. Mfoazgemati Chaudkurft 
urging the rolea.st* of all politicat.s. dett*iius and iiitenuMts hut the House being proro- 
gued before the deiiato coucImJed, the lesoliitiun was taken as talked out. 

In the co'irse of the debate Mr. ./. /t. MrKcrrtHc made the following observations: 
May I envisage in the future th<^ liappetiiug of a most untoward event, the murder 
—after the release of these det/iiu.s -the roniilei ot one of our most reapeoted 
Ministers ? Now on that day— if we project our-.i Ivc'. into the future— 1 would say 
this : '^For this foul, utterly' senseless, iiiterly useless aud utterly inexcusable murder 
I he persons who are respousihle are not tho.se young detenus who have been caught 
or who have committed suicide to the grief of th<Mr parents, hut those members in 
this House who voted in favour of this resolution. 

The House at this stage was prorogued. 

Ux-NiiMii CuLLK*.i: Inm:iik.vt 

Tho next meeting of the Couneil commem*e«i on the I Itk. SeptomiMr. Tlie 
adjouriiraoiit motion rog.aidiiig the closing of tlic U.'ijsliahi I'ollege, of wiiieh oofiet* 
ha<J bo<*ri given hy Mr. Lalit (^hnudrn Ijass wav not moveij. 

fu atiswt*r to the Frosident (the Hou. Mr. S. r. AUtra ) Mr. Das Raid lliat in 
view of the fact that Mr. iSarat Chaudra Hose, leader of the Coiigri;M.s Assomhly Party, 
and Mr. P, N, Bancrji had agreed to enquire itito the matter with a view* to britigiog 
altout a settlLMUout, he did not propj.se to move the adjoiiriimout motion. 

Non-Official Bills 

13tk. SEPTEMBER .—Four non-official Bills were discussed to-day. Thr^' on thorn-- 
the Relief to the Poor aud Uiiemploymeot Bill, the Fisiieries Bill and the Miiaieipal 
Act Amendment Bill— wore circulated (or elicitiug public opinion. The Cruidtv to Atii- 
nials (Ameudenonf) Bill w.as under con.sideration wheu the House rose for the 
day. 

U.vemi'LOymknt Rki.irf Bill 

The Bengal RelioC to tho Poor and UneinploymoMt Dill, ititroduco*! hy AAu.., 
Bahadur AfUtizzamuddia ffna^ain, was first e.onsideie*!. The Kill auHight In help 

19 
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ItboarerB and poor agricnltariats with short-term loans and the indigent with doie^ 
to tide over temporary dilBcalties. The Bill, as stated, was circulated for eliciting 
public opinion. 

Fisheries Bill 

Mr, 8, C, Chakravarii'a Fisheries Bill was also circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. The Bill songht to safeguard the rights and interests of fishermen, who, it 
was stated, were subjected to various exactions at the hands of their immediate 
landlords, but more particularly from those of the middlemen. 

MumcipAL Ambxdment Bill 

Mr. Nur Ahmed's Municipal Amendment Bill which sought to do away with 
nominated blocks from Municipal bodies, introduce adult frauchiso and make it com- 
pulsory for those bodies, to spend ten per cent of their iiu’ome on primary educatiou, 
was also circulated for Hiiciting public opinion. 

Crcelty to Akihals Bills 

l#r. Lain Chandra Doss's Bi*ngal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, the 
object of which was to put an effective check on the phr>ok:i fvil was iiuder discussion 
when the House adjourned. 


Privileges of the Cocxcil 


14th. SEPTEMBER: — When the Cotiucil met to-day,' Dr. Radhakumud MtUeherjee. 
Leader of the opposition, stated that ‘*a process of slow and steady deterioration of 
the status and privileges of the Councir* had been goin*' ou. The responsibility for this, he 
maintained, developed solelv u:i the novernmeut. The second chamber was taken by 
Government in the sense that it was 'dike the second filddle in producing our legis- 
lative musio.” It was. he said, a gross misconception of tho scope and functions of 
the second Chamber. 

This Council was practically an elected body, barring only its nominated element of 
one-tenth. The Government did not realize that they were violating tho Constitution 
and wrecking the Aot,” by not allowing the Councif to function as it should. They 
had not yet given to this House a Loader. Tho business of the House was iu a 
muddle. He wished that Government had taken a leaf out of the book of the Cou- 
mss Government in Madras giving to the Upper House at once a Minister and a 


Leader. 

Giving “a catalogue of our disabilities and the means of removing them,” Dr. 
Mnkherji emphasized the need of a separate chamber for the Council to conduct its 
husiness in ^'absolute freedom." Pending a separate building, ho suggested that the 
days of the week should be divided between ^he twi> Houses of Jegi.slature for their 
respective use of the Legislativ«» Uliaiiiber on the prescribed «]jiys allotted to each. 
The Council, he concluded, was now plan'd in a posit ion in whiidi it could not 
iunction as it should under the Constitution. 

The President, Mr. Satifendra i'handrn Mitra. said tliat the point raised by Dt 
Mnkherji could be discussed in the House only if it rame in the form* of u 
resolution. 


Criiemy to Animals Dili. 


The House then resumed discussion ou thn Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill. 

Speaking ou the proposed measure, Khwajo air /iazimuddm said that Govern- 
ment had every sympathy with the sponsor of the motion. Hoverninent were quite 
aware of the evil practice of phooka and fully realized the necessity of putting a 
stop to it. 

After some discussion the Bill was referred to a Select Committee with instruc- 
tions submit their report by November tlO. The Council then adjourned. 

Solving UNEMrLOYME.NT Frodirm 

15th. SEPTEMBER The gravity of the problem of unemployment in Bengal 
was emphasized to-day when Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta moved a resolution 
to the effect that a special department in charge of one of the Ministers 
with a board of experts to help him. should be established immediately 
to deal with this problem. Mr. Dutta remarked that to suggest that 
Government had no responsibility in the matter was to go against the 
doctrine accepted in all civilized countries. He said that one of the methods by 
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wliicb (iiTerament might sulve tbv‘ (iroblem of ujumployment wag by helping in the 
(Sevelopmont of iodustnes which would {;ivo employment to a Urge numher o( 
people. He explained thi» by iiis rt;solatioa he did not contemplate the appointment 
of an additional Minister. Ouf of the existing Ministcia might be entrusted with 
tho administration of th« pr'ipos***! department. 

Mr. Lalit Ckan*lrn Uu:. niowd an amendment suggesting that a committee 
under tho Finunee Mi!)iNi«'r, consisting of experts a-*d some members of the Council 
and Assembly, should le iram<>«)i tfely formed with a view to devising means to aoWe 
the question of uiicniployment and with that end in view among other things to open 
''raalf an»l raid ; ilusin'fs in iliflWent parts of the Province. 

l^e Fiuiuu.e .Minister .\fr. .V /,*. .SijrArT sail tliat there was no difTerunoe of 
cpinion regarding tin* giavitv .)) th .* pr.»til*'ra of tiii>*mplovroent and alao an regards 
till' proposition that it was tho 1. tioveinment to help in the solution of tho 

prebloi i.* cpi'Sti.m -d Stale :iii! to Industries. The Govorn- 

mimt had Me.Mi ii.-I|iiiig t-: in) -.'rM-s t v 'ivnu: protection in the shape of tariffs 
and bounties, an I also in sa« i -: other wa>s. ICveentlv the Oovttrnment of India 
gave a good impeins i«i th** uidostiy i»v introdie ting high tariffs, but nntor- 

funatelv l»iMii;ali:i h.il so far ! »:i nothing toi tin* levival of the sugar industry in 
this Province. 

Dr. IhvWa Kftuiu f 'I d'h.fj i th ii i!ie piohlein was u vast and fundamontal 
one, affectin,; I'lo f.itni of i••tv. and '>»• foiilil not bo dealt with pictcemoal. 
In order to s.iiv*? tins oioblnn they mu.^t fii.-t taekh the qucsiior. of primary 
education, an 1. seMii lly. impiiits* the eroflitiou td tin peasMiitrj’. The agriculturist 
must be given a fan pi ii e fi»r his in** lu If agricuhare eouKl he made proAtablo, 
the probli'rn of iiii<:oi|i!oyin»*nt vv-) iil he .olved uuturaaticaily. 

Mr. r’. ih'iauH>{ said lital the question of iineroVloy men! cut across every 
department aud affeeted the woi k t.f ewi v Mininti r to some extent. Keferring to 
unemployment among lawyers. .Mr. itrmond said that steps should bo taken to pre- 
vent so many young men from taking up a profvs.'.ion which could not give them 
proper occupation. The debate h t l not •* m* diid«* i when tliu House rose for the day. 

16th. SEPTEMBER : --Mr lUiunthd ///17 Chtmtlhurff said that apart from the 
unompluyeil mi idle • la^ i«* was the larger Ixidy of unemployed agriculturists. 
Any scheme that rni;'.it fonnnlat.* would we of no effect unless they bid 

increased the piMducnviiy of ihc s-r.l ai. I pioNidel belter marketing facilities for 
agricultural piodiicfs. 

Hai iMihadur Keshnb Hath rji s'i'’'s l th* nece’-siiy of collecting statistics with 
a view' to having a <;oirf.:i id«'.i d the ••xt' iit d unem|doymeiit. 

Mr. /fuiMaij’AH Ktibir ■-a: 1 th.p ’in* rnMtMH ol an employment portfolio of the 
appointment of a e*iminiTt'»' id rsp uu was n'> lung but tinkering with the problem 
they had to face. T!i'“> mud hav*^ ,i b tld an ! comprehen-ivc heme to tackle the 
problem in all its a.^iiects. 

The Mahnra ta <»/ Snufftsh .aid th.ii ih** I'O'qde them itdves worn to a large extent 
rnsponsibio for tiiis un.-inpl'i' miMii. It wa. a piiv that theii educated young men 
ofion showed I im«mt ible .ijMthv ’nwaid*. v .it 10ns w hich wtirij other than literary 
or clerical. Tliey often relii'-v'd 1 > lerMgni/,.' i!»o dignity of labuui. This particular 
mentality mu.st be chang. t. 

Keplyirjg to the fiebato ili*' II 'a. l oh Kim\ija Ifafnhullah Bahadur of Dacca 
said that he fuliv i<'iir:<:<l le gravity of the piohiern and was trying to do his 
level best t» tackle the pto rn. Aithou^^h new in offici*, ho had already formulaM 
a 6ve-ycar scheme f »!• the idudnal devciopmeni of llengal. This was now await- 
ing the coiisiJoratnm of tli-. Finance Miuistor an<i other members of the Cabinet. 
The lion. Minister informed the Honse (hat under the old Government, ‘middle class 
unemployment' was in charge of the Minister for Industrios. Now that the depart- 
ment of Industries wa-> in hi*, charge, he was also in charge of middle clas ttueni- 
fdoyment and therefore of tlie portfolio of tho whole problem of unemployment. The 
resolution was withdrawn, Tiie Council ilieu adjournrl. 

.Mi.MsTfcus' Salakiks Dili. 

17th. SEPTEMBER -Mr. N. H Sarkar moved to-day that the llinistert* 
Salaries Bill as passed by tho Assembly tiaiwer House) ho taken into considoration. 

fusing on a point of order, Dr. Radha Kutnud Mvkerjee* Ijoader of the Opposi- 
tion, cbaTlenged the right of the Minister, who was not a member of tho House, to 
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move for the coosideration of any Bill. Dr. Makerjee held that, aooording te llio 
Government of India Act, a non-member Minister was entitled "to apeak in, and 
otherwise take part in the proceedings of the fiouse, but this oonid not be eena- 
tmed to mean that he coala initiate proceedings by .moving the ooneidexitioii of a 
Bill or a resolntion. 

After a prolonged discussion the acting Advocate-General, Mr. S, M, Bo 9 b gave 
hie opinion which was to the effect that Mr. Sarker was in order. 

The President, the Hon. Mr. S. C. Mitra^ concurred, and the House proceeded to 
consider the Ministers* Salaries Bill. 

A motion for the circalation of the Bill for public opinion was lost. 

Mr. Humayun Kahir (Proja) moved that each Minister should receive Rs. 1,500 a 
month, with a sumptuary allowance of Rs. 1,000 for the Premier. Mr. Satiik Chan- 
dra ChakravarH (Congress) sought to reduce the Premier's salary from Rs. 3,000 to 
Rs. 750, and the salaries of the other Ministers from Bs. 3,500 to Rs. 750. 

Mr. Moazzamali Choudhury proposed that the P.emior should bo paid Rs. 2,500 
and the other Ministers Rs. 1,500 each. 

The other proposals were imder discussiou when the House adjourned. 

18th. SEPTEMBER Questions of privilege and prestige, which appear greatly 
to ooDcero the amour-propre of some of the members of Bengal’s Upper House again 
loomed large in the discission of that body on the Ministers* Salaries Bill to-day. 

There were several amendments aiming at lower scales of salaries than those 
proposed in the original Bill passed by the Legislative Assembly. Arguments advanced 
for and against were similar to those put forward tu the Lower House. 

All the other amendments were lost. 

The House was considering the last motion, namely, that the Bill be passed, when 
the meeting was adjourned. 

20tii. SEPTEMBER The Finance Minister, Mr. Nalini Banjan $arKf.t\ threw out 
a challenge to-day to the Congress members to saori/ice their income to the service of 
the nation and to take lessons in simplicity. Lower salary for the Ministers and the 
officers of the Government would, no doubt, he said, mean a lot of samg in the 
nation’s budget, but if it was a question of competition and not mere playing 1o the 
gallerv, he was quite prepared to take up the Congress challenge. He would not 
acceiK a farthing as salary (Congress cries of hear, hear), provided those who were 
shouting ^hear, hear’ were prepared to give np their earnings and utilize them for 
the service of the nation. As regards simplicity, he yielded to none in that respect. 

The Ministers’ Salaries Bill (as settled in the Lower House) was then put to vote 
and passed without a division. 

President's /lvo Bpeaker’s £molu.men'ts Bill 

The Oonucil then proceeded with the consideration of the Legislative Chambers 
(President’s and Speaker’s Emoluments) Bill. Several ameudmonts were moved. 
Some of them (by Congress and Proja members) were for reducing the salaries of 
both the President of the Council and the Speaker of the Assembly and their depu- 
ties, while there were others which aimed at either reducing the salary of the 
Speaker and bis deputy or increasing that of the President and his deputy so as to 
mmie the rate of their salaries uniform. The general consensos of opinion was that 
no distinction should be made between the President and the Speaker in respect of 
their salaries when their duties and responsibilities were the same and their salaries 
should be the same. 

Mr. Buma^n Kahir proposed a salary of Rs. KXX) and an establishment aUow- 
anoe of Rs. 500 per moDth each for the President of the Connoil and the Spesker 
of the Assembly, in place of a salary of Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 2,000 respectively, pro- 
vided in Bto Bill ; and a salary of Rs. 1,000 each per year for the Deputy President 
and the Deputy Speaker in place of Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 3,000 per year respeotively. 
This was lost. 

Mr. 8rUh Chandra Chakravarty (Congress) moved for reducing the salary oi. 
both the President and the Speaker to a uniform rate of Rs. 750 per month. ThM* 
Houae negatived the proposal by 41 to 9 votes. 

Mr. HooMMamaii Chowdkury sought to reduce the salazy of the Speskwr IB 
Rs. 1,5(X) per month and that of the Deputy Speaker to Rs. UxO per aniWB. Boto 
the amenoments were r^ieotod. 
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Mr. J. A, Mekerrow by another amoiidment sought to raise the siJm of tte 
Speaker to Hs. 2,500 ; while Khan Bahadur A(aur Bahaman wanted to lla the 
salary of the President at Rs. 2,000. . , ... 

The House by 37 to 12 votes accepted tho proposal to fix the salary of the 
President at Rs. 2,000, thus making it uniform with that of tho Speaker. ^ v .i 

The House adopted without a division another amendment by Khan B ahadu r 
Ataur Rahatttan suggesting a salary of Its. 3,000 per annum for the Deputy Preai- 
dont (as in the case of the Deputy Speaker). 

Tho President's and Speaker's ^lary Bill as amended, was passed by the House 
without a divisiou. The Council toon adjourned. 

ML'Mnens* Emolv.me.'«t$ Bill 

21tt. SEPTEMBER :-Vaiiuus attompts to modify tho Boaiml liMiilative Chm- 
hers (Members' Knit.liimoiits) Bill, as passed liy the Assembly, wore defoam to too 
Council to-day. lu tlic lirst pljwc Mr. Humnytm Kahir sought to disqualify “the holder 
of any office iif protit under tho Crown in Indta carrying a fixed salm that ^IreMy 
in existence or may be created horeaftoi’' from th‘3 salaries and allowances fixed for 
the Council and .\sscnilily members. , . u * 

Then followed BeguM Hamidn Momin who would have deprived the Dtpuiy 
S|»eaker of the Assembly atitl the Boiuity Pri»sident of the Oounuf from drawing 
salaries and ailowauces *a.s mcrobois of the respective Houses. 

More drastic was the proposal of .Mr. Su* AhatHed who would have aewlinid 
the Bill’s .salary clause altog«'ih*T. Mr. ATokir wtmld haw been oontunt 

with a reduction <»f salaries from Its. loO to Rs. 100 a month, while Begum nimtdi 
Memin preferred a .scale of Us. i35. 

All but the last amendmoul were lost, and tho House adjourned. 


Removal Of Disquauficattonk Bill 

22nd SEPTEMBER :-Two Bills-tho B«dr»I l.epi«l»tiv<* Clmmbers 
Kmoluments) Bill, and the Bengal Ltgislature i Removal of Uisf|iiallBoatiOM> BUI— 
were passed by the Council to-day after which the Council wa.> prorogued. 

Various amendments which aimed at reducing tho Ralariea and allowaDoet Of 

members were defeated by large majoritiofi. 

Begwt* IhiMuta Morntn moved that members saUries be reduced from Ba. ISO 
to R» 125, the daily aliowauee from Kk. 10 to Rs. 5 and tiavolling allowanoo from 

tirst cla.ss to .second cia.ss. , « ir a u. 

There wore two otli'U* amoii«lmi*nts in the names of Mr. liumayon KaMr unu Mr. 
Mozzeraaii Chaudhury seeking tu fi.v the daily allowance at Us. 6 and M. 7-U rotpoo- 
tively. All the amendments were lost. , * *« o 

Id ceiinexiou with the second Bill there were four amendmonU to CMlIM 2 
which provided for the remeval of certain dihqualilWations for moDibonmp. The 
auaoodmenLs were negalived. The House was then prorogued. 
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( CoftUnued from Yolutm I Piig^ 1(S6 ) 

TiIL PiiEMlEi;’s Statemem- 

l»l. JULY : — 'J'liL* 0|>|*usitioii nii-mbers wore in tlieii seats v.1jl‘U (ho Assembly 
met this mornit)^ ami Dewan Chamattlul eutejcil the Hijuse later. 

Hufore questiuus were tukeu up. tlie Speaker, iSir Shnhahnddin, sai^l dial he had 
rtfceiveU a long letter from the leader of the Opposition. l.)r. (ropichami Hhargava. 
Id order to deal witii that statemiuit he said he would liave to eoosult oortaia 
volumes of the iiroceedings and eertaiii (ejuks on the const iiui ion. Therefore ho 
vtould deal with that statement later. 

He understood that there wa.s some resentment agaiusi die anpointment of a 
iiolice offitier as Marshal ami promise! that t!i«> po.st will he tilled by a retirod 
Milttary Officer as soon as one was available. As to the duties of the Marshal he 
said that neither the Goverumeiit not he ha>l considered that (juestion but ho 
presumed they will be the .same as the Marshal of the Central Assembly and if 
those duties were eousidored to require m'ldihcatiun, soeli mo lificatious will be made 
by the House. 

After questions the Premier. Sir Sikandar IfatnU Khan, made a fctatement con- 
cerning the walk-out of tl^e Opposition members. 

He said : am glad the llon'ble friends opposite have come back. (Ministerial- 

cheers). You, Sir. were ploased to make a statement this morning to tho effect that 
there has been misunderstanding aud that so far as the present Marshal is con- 
cerned it was only a temporary arrangement. I venture to make a suggestion that 
with regard to thb functions of the Marshal euneerued. if you he pleased to ap)>oint 
an informal committee of this House to advise you. I think that would go a long 
way to moot the wishes of the Opposition and that the proposals of the Committee 
will be brought before tiie House for ratification. Secondly, the Premier added, 
aa the Hon. members opposite liave taken .some exception --^it m.iy be against (lie 
principle of appointment— that tlie presi>ut Marshal!. I venture i > suggest, if it dues 
not mean any great inconvcnien *e to yon ponding tin; appointment of a permaneui 
incumbent, you may he pleased to disp .oise with his services.” (Opposition eheors.) 

Proceeding, ‘Si> ^ikaiiffar siid ; -Wilhout being pn'Kiimpiuous. may i make a 
suggration very respectfully to my honourable friend the J.eader of the' Opposition 
that if in future iu any such matters wiicre there is a likeliliuud of grave misunder- 
staading arising that they might first try to remove it jo ehamber privately. 1 may 
request him to make representation to the Speaker and tu me iirivatcly so that wo 
can meet quietely to see whether that matter is possible of solution. A great deal 
of Mnsation was created among tho public aud the press iiniieeossarily on the 
(praaent occasion and 1 would request y^ni to make this position dear so that there 
Is no biokeriug of heart on any side of the floiise (idieers). 

Br. Oopiehand Bhargava., I.(eador of the Opposition, said:— *The stop we took 
tha.d^ before yesterday was only to sh4)w our resentiB(.njt from the eonstitiilional 
viewroint because we felt that it was an encroaeliment on the rights of the House 
and wt vdb whv we were compelled to takt^ the course we did. 1 can assure you. 
Sir, we have nothing personal and wo thought h«‘tter to bring to your notice as tho 
cnalodiaa of the rights of the House. As for tho Premier's suggestion on behalf 
of Opposition, I can assure him and the House that I am fuepared to meet you 
and the le ader of the House to settle privately any such grave matters in which 
there was aiisunderstanding” (applause). 

Biman Ckomnfal wanted to know in view of the suggestirn made by the 
Premier whether the Speaker would dispense with the services of the present 
Blarah^ forthwith. 

The Pfemter explained : ^My suggestion did not mean forthwith. The Speaker 
may be pleaeed to dtspenae with his services as early as possible without inoonve- 
menoiiig yourself.*’ 



jn.v I vnTlNi; nS |:i IM.MaNI**' I •» 

Tlii? Sfh^nkfr to i!j«* i.n tli*- <i( i\u* t aminirTot* 

thii H<nisi! for 'IcfiTiniain;' tliv lurn'tioii t»i ffi.> Mar^!i:ii .ml to 

w.-rli fh* S 'tvir *', tf ill-.* |tf.‘S ‘:if .\I.iisli;4l ^ » HI a-* 

W'lifi rlll^ ii'isuraiiiMj flu* H-iusir passt* i i i tii- ^ ,uM i*‘i.U:*Hi "f ill** «l«'ia;iii*N I**! 
•raiii I!) l-'i till- li- a l •••ii/i.il aimiiu>ti:iiii*ii. 

VnTiN-. -ix IhM.wi*'* 

5ih. JULY ‘ \ii a|t:*Mi lo iih'inUMs not lo put t'Oiumiiiiai 

i ..-aii‘s I'oinltfii* i u:!ii ij* fltuMi that s|mu!J in*>mh«*is out resist this tomptMtioii ht* 
woull hi* i)hli-v‘l i i ll•.'lil^' i i aii.swfi tiii*m iti thi> iiitortMs of tlio ptiblu: was 
inah> hy tlii- I*i.*imfj Sm SiKandtir Ilij/tt Khan in tin* A*iscisbly to*(lay. 

Till* appeal aioM* nif -if ih-* pi*isi^t»*ii.-..* of tw.i ?>ikli in»*rahi»rs who. not satisfioii 
with q;ii*sti<ius al*out th-* us • -it .Ifiatki tuiut iu p-ili'-i* lilies an-J jails, movi^l for 
ponnissioii to htin:; up a Ij jui uiih iit muit iu^ n’.i tiu* 'suitjvH.-i. Thi* Speaktu* ruhsl out 
both iiiotiuns 

Tho dumaiiil for an liicrfa'i * in fs ili«*.* iiMistablos salaries ih*\t catno uiiilor ilis- 
fiission amJ an inti‘ii‘stin ^ i'piN’>.l-* in ih • .h-ii.i'i* was tin* tnhiiti* panl by Lain Duni* 
rhand^ doputy ltMih*r of tiii* Ooiut>*N < Tat tv to tiu* woik dotn* hv tin* police constables 
for whom tie* asked a sataiy of at lca*^t IIn. a month, lli* also suxjtcstcd tliat 

|H)lii-o otlirials hi* doput** I t«i Lml-in t.i l.*.u ii .s. otland Yar.l tci hiiiquc and niaiiiiers 
in di'ulMi^ with tin* piihiic. Lila Durr h m l however lia-1 a till at tlm ufliccrs 

in the foKoj as bciui: overpaid. 

Dr. Hhtirifurn aii'ued that the ISti l^;et ilid not permit an iiiereiisc in the pay 
of coustahles uii 1 pleade*! for more tiin*- foi tie* Mmisti v to leinedy the situation. 

•Mr. Muhahtnh'vl /Ittysttu made wti-l. -^ueepnit; allegations ai,*aiiist ina^istratiw and 
police ofTieers and the rremier raise-l a piotesi 

•Sir Garni (Jkaml A/uramj, ex-Miiiister. asked how riHlross should be obtained 
.111-1 tho Spi.*ukcr wariie-l .Mi . Muhamma-1 lluss.iin that the Chair would not bo able 
to ^five him proteution if he persisted iu such swe(*piii;^' chaiT'tf.s. 

6tk. JULY The main e.i itieisrns a^Miust tho roliee ;:iaut to-aay were that the 
Police Department was steeped iii conuptioii and hnhery and that fliutr hehavioar 
towards the public was most uneivil. Mu* e\i-utioii of eonfehsiruis from ignorant and 
poor poople was, it was aiie^'el, rampant, with the result that people woru i^norally 
afraid of the polieo and respectable p**ople were unwilling to appear before tliein 
kmcanse of bad treatment. 

Sir Sikandar ffi/nt Khan tin* Piemiei. wiuiliim up the debate, said that he 
had ll••ard very little e.»U'^tiu»'.tive mtieistii. riteie li.i I been tho tiHual charges (tf 
cuiTUption, III ilierv and in-dviliiy t*i*.vard‘» the publu’. Afiot n*plyiDg to various 
minor - i itieisms. the I'reini-’r ;:avi* fi;;ute'. to >Ii*»\\ that Ihe lunotint spent on Uie 
f:a/.etted I iiil.^ W.is oiilv about Its 7 ail I a b:df laklis as a* 4 :urist an HX|M»nditltre of 
nearly Us. 7U laklis on other ranks. 1 »i re. ruitiu-uit. Hu* IVamier pointed out 

that lia/ette*! oflieeis were formerly i»»»'riiitud by tIu* lueal Ooverninent but ifk 
future this function would be dischiir^e<l t*v the Publti; Si'i vice CuRimission. 

On the general charge of cunuptioii. Hir r^ikaiidar |rointd<l out tliat ttiia nalidy 
existed evoi vwlii*re ; cveji tlie tNuigrens was not imtnuiie f-r.rrn it. Tim Only ronody 
WHS to educate tin* public and rank.* them as iiMsiniiptible ns powiible. Tim Oon* 
gnws might o.;i up.v the r,„veiiiiiwtit kHnMlu*s to-monow and Sir Sii|andar aakod, 
**would it ho honest for the in»*mbers sittiii;: ojipitsiti* to-day. to try to iconluato th»» 
spirit of la\i*!essni*s.s in the f.welic V” The Premier couiiuiied ; *i may roBiiid tIuMn 
that it has been an esfatilished pr.ietiire in every civih/.. d eouiitry to let tho exeon* 
tivu to function undisturhed and the Uongress wuuhl be committiiig a great aiatako 
whon in charge of the (iovernmeiit if they tiUnl to inteifcro with tho oxecutiva in 
its day-to-day administration,” . , . , , ^ . 

l^Ia Dunichaud's motion was juit to veto mid was defeated by 81) votea to 3J. 

9tk JULY *->Tbc Assemblv discussod for tivo days the Oppofition out notidii 
relating to the educaf ioii.il i^jlicy of tho tJovi^rnmeiit. llombera gener^ly nrged the* 
siHiudy introduction of freu and compulsory «*dti(:atioii and vocational odnoafiott In 
ail schools. . . . . . ^ 

'I1hi» Miniglrr nf Rduratiou^ ropiving to tho debate. Maid the Oover nmon t were 
••ommitl-iil to ilm onoouraKomon. of RirlH' i-dnvalion. Tlim wan <*viM fro* Uk* 
fact fhat io tlio ih-w .Hluraiiun buil|{et HO |m>< "«■>> **■ wSttad for (irla* «d«catMW 
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as ag[aiDSt 15 per cent in the previous budget. Kxporimr^uU wimi' iti ^ro^rt^ss in 
certain centres on the s}\stem of introducing general literiicy for Mu* 
Government had received the report of the Committee for revising the history t»«xt 
books. The Committee had stiggeste<l expunging certain historical f icts \vhi«>ii 
caused disunion among various communities. Government wiee can*fuUy coiisiiler- 
ing the recommendation. Tiio cut motion was rejected and K>l<i*‘atioii 'lemand was voted. 
The House then adjourned. 


CtxsuRK Moti«»n* Rcleo out 

12th. JULY : — Mr. Sriram^ a Congress mt'roh«>i‘ of the Assemhlv 
attempted to-day to niov«> an adjournment motion to piorest against the unsweV 
given by tho Premier to a question conci-i uifig l■el•tain remarks mad- 

at a zamindars* meeting hy Sii l hhoturam. Minister for l)cV(do|»ini*nt. .Mr. Hriram 
said that the Premier had siipiMirtcii, on hetialf of the (iovernmeiit, the speech of 
Sir Chhoturam in which Mi- Utter had .said that if a Congressman persisted in 
abusing tho Government, the Zaniindars siiould ^push him out of the village. " 

The Premier prote.sted against attrihuting to !iirn something whijh he hail not 
said. Co referred to the actual woiding of tin* question and said that the whol- 
fiovornment was with the Minister when lie warned the speaker against the use 
of abusive language against tho Oovernmenr. 

Dr. Oopiehana^ Leader of the Opposition, said that if the interpidlatious were 
read the Premier’s answer distinctly implied that the (jovernnieut approved the 
pushing out of a Congressman from a village. 

Tho Premier pointed out that when, during interpellations, it was pointedly asked 
of him whether he endorsed the whole speech of (Sir (Jlihoturam. his reply was that 
he was not present when the speech was made. Therefore, tin* inferonee wa^ 

wrong. 

Mr. Sriram said that what ho objected to was that if tlin Prcmiiu-'s reply 
the actual policy of the Government then there would he no fit*eduin of speetdi 
beoause it meant tho resort to violence by people gainst Congn ssmeii. 

The Premier said that a member of the Opposition had on tin* same day stat**! 
that there were many black sheep in the Unionist Governm-nt m i nohody on Me* 
Government benches had attempted an adjournment motion. 

After further discussion, the Speaker held the motion out of nrd«u’. .\s it sougiit 
to discuss the policy or conduct of a memher, it could only hernox-d as a suhsiaiitivc 
motion. 


V(m.v«. <»\ Buixiet D£.man'Ds 

13th. JULY Till* Assi'mhly lornduded consideration of Mi- Ihidgi-t lo-day. At 
p. m. the Speaker applied tie* guiliotirie and all demands l u -rants iiuinheriii;: 
thirty were passed. The house spent to-ilay discussing Oingiess I’.irty’s e.iit raoiioii 
relating to tho po!u*y of the Bcpartiiieiit of Agricnltnn*. Opj. o.'.irion l•|•iti^Msln ein- 
hraced a wide range of the Department's aetivities. 

The Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Onpichnnd nhunjnva assisted hv .Mr. Knnhna- 
fiftpal and others urged thif Oovcriiinent to take steps to iiiculcato in the 

peasantry n spirit of co-operative farming, fix iho ininirnurn piiee of stapio commo- 
dities, improve livestock and introduce suhsidiaiy industries to augment the income 
of the peasants. 

Mr. Qhaznafmr AH voiced the plight of the .igricniturisrs living in Khowra, the 
sale range of whose lands was damaged by tho salt water spreading the surrounding 

Kriehnoffopal Duity Whip of tho Congre.s.s Party, asked what was tho use 
of the Oppoaitio'n making constructive suggestions when thu Minister would brush 
^em aaioe with the oxcuao of lack of funds. The consiiluretl opinion of the Opposi- 
tion was that so long as tho Currency ami Exchange policy of Mio Governmenr 
of India waa anohaoged there could he no improvement in tho condition of th<* 
peaaantry in India. 

Sir Sunieraingh Majithia, Revenuo Minister, and 8ir Chttoturam^ Minister for 
Def^apBMttt, spoke on behalf of tho Government. The former assured Mr. Ghazna- 
far All that the Pnnjab Government was alive to the plight of the |»easaotry in 
iChawra salt area and aotioD on the reports of exports with a view to ease the 
aitoation would aot be delayed iindiily. H\r Chhoturam gavo an account of (ht* 
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achievomcat of tlio doparfmcut ia various directions espocialiy in introduoiog 'mpro* 
vod varieties of crops and last year the a^'iictilturists profited to tho oxtent of ais 
rrores of rupees out of three staph* « nnnae?v. cotton, wheat and mai/e. After 

describing,' the improvements elTeciesl in va:ious eiijp;. Nr Clihuturani concluded by 
saying; that in tlie f<ice of tliese results the char;;e of neKtect ou tlio part of tho 
department towards peasantry was unfouiidel and unjiistiiiablo. 

The cut was rejected and* tho demand passed. The llou.so adjournod till duly 15. 

MKMitKUS' ALLOWA.VCf; BtLL 

l$ih. JULY The Premier introduced and then moved that a bill (ixing mem- 
bers aiiowances (U'^. 20 per day allowance and Us. 2-8 per day for couvoyanco) bo 
taken into consideration at once. 

Mr. Ckamanlal moved that the Ihll be referred to a Select Committoo owing to 
the great importance of the measure. 

Dr. Oopiefiand^ Ijoader of the Opposition. sup|iorting tho amendment auggestod 
that the matter be delayed in order to lind what other Provineea would pay. 

The Premier y opposing the motion, wanted the I’unjab to lead otbor Provinces 
even in this matter. The motion was rejected. 

Mr. llari Singh (Opposition) next moved an amendment to tho effect that the 
Parliamentary Secretaries sitould not be given any allowance, lie said tbe ilouso 
bad already sanctioned Rs. 50.(XX) for the salaries of Parliamentary Seoretaries and 
therefore they should, in the matter of daily allowance, bo treated like the Ministers. 

The Premier^ opposing the amendment, said if this allowance was cut off (or 
Parliamentary S^crutaiies the Government would have to give them more salaries. 

Mr. Manilal. Mr. Ghulam Hussain. Dr. Gopichand, Mr. Sumair Singh, Mr. Kartar 
Singh, Mr. Abdur Rahman, Mr. lalsingh. and Mr. Dcbhabandu Gupta supported the 
amendment. 

Mr. Bhagatram supported the motion of Mr. Chamanial. He pointed out that 
Ministers in Madras were going to got less than what the Unionist Oovernment 
proposed to pay its Secretaries, lie had opposed even payment of siloriei to 
secretaries but the present proposal giving them daily allowances in addition was 

^ Ke Premier repeated the same reply, namely. If tho Socrotariee were paid daily 
allowance their saiariob would bo smaller. The motion was defeated by 87 votes 
agiinat 33. 

Mr. Mohd, Akram moved another amendment wnich was posted, whereby a 
member was given the option of not taking the allowance. 

Mr. Ckantanial op|)osiug. protested against what he called an unnecessary amend* 
meat merely for the sake of causing a laugh at the expense of the opposition. 

Mr. Dunichand (Congress) next moved that the daily allowaooet be reduced to 
Rs. 10. He said if Rs. 20 wore paid then each mumluir would get nearly Rs. 000 
monthly during the period of tho Assembly session. Mr. Dunioliaod declsred that 
the proposals contained in tho Bill were legalised robbery and extortion." 

Mr. Okulam lioeaain coosidord that the allowance of Ha. 12 drawn by tho mom* 
bars of the old Council should continue. 

Mr. Ohaenafar Alt said tho proposal of Mr. Diioicliand was intended to get oheap 
popularity with the Congress press and public and there was no sincerity behind the 
amendment as Mr. Dunichand himself, as a member of tho Central Assembly, hod 
been drawing Rs. 20 plus Rs. 5 conveyance for a tong time. 

Sir Ookulchand Narang wished to view the Government proposal not from a 
momentary point of view but from a moral point of view. Memeeni got olectad 
apending thousands of rupees. Therefore an allowaiico of oven Hh. 25 daily has no 
componsation. But perhaps there was more 'mporrant consideration, namely, mem* 
bers were pledged to the electorate that if elected tlmy would strive to bring about 
economy. Now, with what face would they meet the electorate when they wonted 
to raise the allowance from Rs. 12 to Us. 22-8-0 per day. If Ministers really 
claimed they had reduced their pay by 33 pur cent, then was it reasonable to raise 
the allowance by about 70 per cent 7 

Bir Stkander Hyat Khan said the Government proposal was roocliod after care* 
Ini oonaideration so that members, whtlu a^Nuiuing the session at great per- 
sonal soDrifice, might not bo out of pocket. None could deny that tlie slandard of 
living hod risen considerably. 

20 
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c.i *)'»t i“ 7'®*' *1*® Congress Ministers receiring rcducei 

^J*®*'*"*' Ministers wotdd follow the example. “ 

I ?*!" UeclaroQ, wo are not to follow what other provinces would 

do but we are troing to lead tho other provinces (Ministerialist cheers). If th.. 
• °d*^^** opposite did not wish to draw the maximum allowance fixed, they 


negatived without a division. There was coo- 
siderable cxcitomont when tho C ingress whip and tho members of tho Opposition 
challenged a division on the amendment. KKva.uvn 

soh'mnly said it did not hear tho challtMige and, as it had already 
called on tho next amondmont to be moved, ho could not go haek, 

A few Congress amendments were moved witlenit speech and iii’gatived All 
amendments having been disposed of, the Premier proposed that tlie ilill. as araeud. 
ihJ, bo passed. 

Leader of llio Opposition, in a fmvefnl s|M‘e. h «t|»|M)s.* t the euiiro 
l.ill, declaring that Its. 22-8 per day was exeessivi* and tlieii ni.jei t was to see th.it 
llio fvovornmeut under the new Act was ii«>t made top-heavv 
Tho bill, as amended, was passed by 83 votes to 27 


KksKNTMK.S'T 0 VKI{ MlN’ISTiat S Kkmmiks 

16th. JULY : After (piestiohs to-day. proLiM'diims in the Assembly warmod nii 
over two motions for adjournment. Tlie Speaker informed the House that he liad iv- 
coivud motions for adjournment signed liy efeveii peisons to di.seuss a matter nj 
urgent public importance, namely, the serious n‘|.ereussions that the recent report 
of the Palestino Koyal Commis.vion will havts on the people of the 1‘unjab. He sa:d 
that the (jovoruor. under rule .10, hod decided in liis discretion that the motion 
could not bo moved. 

Mr. Ohaznafar AH asked whether the matter was referred to His ICxcellem v 
by tho Speaker or the Hovernraiuit. 

Tho Speaker : “Under tlio rules it is tho duty of the Speaker to bring the matter 
to tho notice of the (loveruor. Jhe Speaker furtlier pointed out that the sul»jivt 
matter of tho motion for many other reasons was not competent to l.e moved ludoiv 
tho Uou.so and in this particular matter the (Jovernoi had a speri.il responsihility as 
it rotors to tho relations lietween His Majesty's CJovernment and a foreign State.'’ 

IHwan Chamanlal : “Palestine is not a foreign State fmt part and parcel of tli.* 
llritish Empire and govorned under a niaiidatu. Mori*over tlin Uoyal l^)Inmissioll 
could have no power to visit a fomigii state and tho British Hoviuninent have t!i»' 
right to issue passports to Ualestiue. Tho particular ol*jectiou pointed out liv tlif 
Speakur does not apply to it. 

In reply to Bajutu Shtih A’fi/ru: tho Speaker iiu)uin'd in what ri‘spect tlio 
motion coiieerni*d tho adminislrative lesponsihility of tiu* I’nnjab ( Jovernnii'iit. 

Mr. Ohaznafar Ah : Serious icpereussioiis that it mi;;lit iuevitaldv have on tie- 
vast masses of tho Punjah. 

Tlio Siteahvr felt the motion was elearlv out of onl.-r :pid as for serious repei- 
cussiuiis in the province as a reMilt f»f The reeoinmendaliiins of the Commission, 
tho Chair eon.sUler<‘d that th.it was a matti-r for aie.umeni aiul eimld not form :i 
substantial reason for allowing the motion. 

Mr. Krtshnayapnl Duff enquired if, ln*roie disal!owin:' the motion, the Covornor 
had consulted the (Jovernmeiil. i'he Speaker disallowed tlie ipiestion. 

When Mr. Chamanlal move.l tlio next adjournment motion ndating to the utter- 
ance of tho Minister, Sir Chhotuiarn, at a reeeiit meeting charaeterising Congress 
members of the Opposition as “mad dogs tho atmospliere in tlie IIou.se was 
tense and there were many angry exeh;uiges between Ministers and members of the 
(Opposition. Tho Speaker had to intervene many a time with a stern hand to keep order. 

Mr. Cliamanlul moved a motion “to discuss a matter of urgtuit public importance' 
namely, tho serious situation created, wliich mav result in a broach of tho peace, 
by the speech delivered by a respoiisiblu Minister, Sir Chhotiiram on Wednesdav 
July 14, at Kharar while taking part in an (duction rooeting on ^half of 8ardar 
Oiirhakh Singh, candidato for the Punjab Assembly. 

Mr. Chamanlal .said that his motion was h.i.sed on a tolograra from 'Mr. Sanpurna 
Hlngli, a momher of tho House, which road as follows : “Sir Sundar Singh Majitba 
did out K|Hiak. Extracts from Sir (Mihofuram's spooch are as follows : ‘We both 
lisve come to help Surdar (Surhakh Singh bocan.so wo are sure he will join oar 
party which is for tho benefit of the Zemindars. When we replied to Dr. Ooknl* 
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dHdd Kmni’i aoUoB (in the AMemUf) abont the Lend Alienation Act Uonmea- 
aen niBM upon ns like mad dogs. Xook at the appearance of Hahatma Gandhi 
and Pudit Nehrv ? What can we eipect from them V We can never expect help 
from the Oongreaa people.*' Mr. ChamanJat urged that the matter was of very great 
important seeing tnat those words were uttered by a responsibio ATinistor. 

Sir 8ikandar Hyat Kkan^ the Premier, said "1 have no doubt that my col- 
league will protect himself but the mover (Mr. Chamanlal) will furtive me if 1 say 
that people outside are merely trying to malign the Government in order to gain 
cheap notoriety and publicity. I would ask if the l{oo*blo Member is justiliud in 
moving an adjournment on the basis of tf telegram sent on heresay without himself 
attempting to verify it from the Minisier concerned. 

Mr. Chamanlal explained that it was not a telegram sent by any irrosponstblo 
person but by Mr. Bampuran bingh. a promiueut i»p|iosition member of the House 
and he had no doubt as to the voracity of the leport. 

The Speaker : "'As far as tlie motion ri ferred to the conduct of Mioistors, it 
cimoot be moved except tltiougli a substantive resolution. If the lion* Minister 
wishes to make a .statement T have no objection. 

The Premier : My Hon ble colleague will certainly make a statomont. 

Bir Choitu^am then said that the gentleman who stuit the tidegrarn was no^ at all 
present at the meeting. ‘‘My sjnMfch extended over an hour. 1 went ther*' .sjnsjially 
to help Mr. Gurhakh Bingh's candidature. A few words distorted from my speoch 
can mean anything. As for the objectionable words 1 did use the words *^mad dogs'*. 
It was not in connecltoo with the motion made by Dr. Narang regarding the Land 
Alienation Act. My reference was to a scene in the Mouse in which throe or (our 
members were standing up interrupting the proceedings constantly.’* 

This reply from the Minister was the signal for considerablo exoitement and 
there were catcalls and cries of 'Order. Order', when the Bpeiker had to intervene. 

Mr. Chamanlal sprang up and declared that despite the moral indignation abown 
^ the Premier, the Hon. Sir Chhoturam had coirunorated every word contained in 
Mr. Sampurao Singh's ttdegram. ''The Mon. Member sits over there and iMgbs 
instead of being ashamed of himself*, he exclaimed. 

The Speaker^ upholding the original ruling, that the conduct of Ministers cannot 
bo discussed except by a substantive motion, passed on to the neat business on ihs 
agenda. 

Mr. Chamanlal, amidst Ministerial cries of 'order, order’, again atood up. Hs 
said, havif no intention of questioning your ruling. Ihit tlip fact remains, and 
has been admitted by the MiuisU r himself, that he called the members of the 
Opposition ''mad dogs”. 1 ask you. Sir. if it is Parliamentary.” 

The Speaker : It is a vciy impertant matter and 1 will consider it and give my 
roling later.” The House thereupon passed on to consider logistativu business. 

I.vTHD0ucTi0!i or Mills 

There was an interesting debate over the constitutional |»oint, whether the 
majority party in power had a right to oppose leave to introduce a Bill by an Op|) 0 - 
•itKin member. The question arose when iMwan Chamanlal tried to introduce an 
Unemployment Insurance Mill. 

Disoossion ranged over a wide field and conventions and preoedsttts of the 
Britiih Parliaments, Dominion Parliamonts and Indian Legislatore were frequently 
qnoteed. It was ar^ed on behalf of the Opposition that asking leave of the Honso 
to introduce a Bill was the formal stage of any measure and it had ilwava been 
■flowed unopposed by the majority fiarty. The Premier^ supported by the Advocoto- 
Ownd and others, contended that the convention in the House of Commona woo 
hiiod on the merits of each Mill and generally the Opposition sought to introduM ■ 
Bill with the consent of the party in power. liCgtslation was primarily the fnnetion 
of the Government in power and if leave was given to introdnoo a BUI to whioll 
thpr^oonld not give effect, they would be abdicating their right. 

The Speaker said that the rules and standing orders in ill legitlntnroi wm 
Montioil in this respect and there was no im|»erstive provision on the point It wat 
mmraly a qneation of give and take between the Government and the oppoaitfon. 
Sha apaakar thereupon called upon Diwan Chamanlal to move the nmtion to Intro- 
doao uo ^ whwh was opposed by the Peveio|imcnt Mlnistar and nlthnatily 
tiutown out bv 71 to 28 votes. 

a* How «md to to* iatrodvetioit of Mr. Voftoof 
W •SmtSS fill tho 901b. 
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ReLL'ASK or POLITK IL PKl'^ON'i:KS 

20tli. JULY lu an atmosphere of t'^nse cxeitrment ami ga]1»>rii\s ]>aike<i In 
MilTocatioa tho Assembly discussed a uou-oflioial lesolutiou urging the releasu of 
all political prisoners in Jail. 

Tho Premier Sir Sikander Hyai Khan spoke for an liour explaining fhe Government 
attitude towards this vexed question. He said the Unionists did not make anv 
spectacular election pledges as tho Congress did that they would, as soon as theV 
assumed Office, release all political prisoners whatever he their offence. They had 
approached the electorate with a simple promi.se of working the Act to whatever 
benefit, fully knowing its limitations, despite the charges of reactionarism. ^on 
after assuming power the Unionist Government had ordered the release of all 
Martial Law prisoners and the gradual release of political prisoners after a careful 
periodical examination of each case. The Government would pursue this policy in 
future also. In considering the cases of political prisoners, the Premier appealed to 
the House to make a distinction between political murderers and political patriots, 
la several cases he was prepared to admit political prisoners w'ere misguided and lui 
asked whether it was not their duty to seo that patriotism was not misguided in that 
manner. The Premier refused to agree that Baber A kali prisoners were strictly 
political offenders. Tho Premier announced that the Government had decided to 
remove the ban on the entry into the Punjab of Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan forth- 
with. As for Mr. Teja 8ingn, M. L. A., who was detained without tri.!!. Sir Sikander 
said he had examined his case from an absolutely detached view and felt bis 
release was not advisable at present. The Premier lidded that nil Martial I.aw pri- 
Bonera were free and one of tho two Lahore Conspiracy Case itrisoners would be 
released shortly. Three out of six State prisoners would also be released straightaway. 
The cases of all those convicted under the Criminal I.aw Amendment Act. about 20. 
were also under examination and the Premier said before long they would also be 
released. Sir Sikandar made the position of the Government quite clear that, if 
those released again indulged in any subversive activities, the Guvi'inmont would 
not hesitate to put them in jail. Sir Sikander By at Khan appealed to tln^ Opposition 
members to oo-operato with him and make the Government's task ca.cy for working 
for the common progress of the Province. 

Xbe resolution was pressed to a division and was rejected by 27 against 97 votes. 

Removino CoM.ur.VALis.M DY Lecislation 

22nd. JULY :<-«The Assembly adjourned stnc die to-day in an atmo.sphcre of 
cordiality when the Premier, Sir Sikander Hayat Khan made a statement in tlio 
oonrse of which he said that throughout the session the House had raised many 
pohita of order, but did not mean any disrespect to him. 'Whatever they did was 
done to vindicate the rights and privileges of the members. 

Earlier, an important debate took place on the resolution urging the Government 
to adoipt an effsotive measure for stamping out communalism from the Provinco and 
taking immediate action by means of legi^ative enactment or otherwise to make tho 
reoriMetoaiioe of communal disturbances impossible. All members who participated in 
the debate etotrdy supported the resolution. 

Sir Meander Mafat Khan thanked all sections of the House for the cordiality 
with whioh they supported the resolution. While on this question, he would urge 
the Houee lo face faots as they were. After tracing the history of the communal 
problem the Premier said there was no use crying over spilt milk and ho appealed 
for the support of every section in a fresh attempt. Ho uttered a stern warning to 
allmommanalistSi high or low, pfficial or otherwise, and also to tho communal press, 
that they would not be spared if they indulged any longer in infusing communalism. 
If* they oculd solve the communal problem in the Punjab they w’ould solve tho 
problem ol India and that would bo doing tho greatest service to tho Mother-land. 

Ihe reaelation was unanimously adopted and the House adjourned eine die. 
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136 Ramaunga Reddiar, D. 

137 Ramaungam, a. 

138 Raman msnon* K.* the Hon 

(Minister) 

139 Ramanathan, Sr. the Hon« 

(Minister) 

140 Ramaswami* D. V. 

141 RaMASwAMI GOUNDERi K. S. 

142 RaMASWAMI MUDALIAR, V. M. 

143 RAMASWAMI NAYUDU, N. G. 

144 Rami reddi, A. 

14 5 Ranga RSDDIf N. 

146 RaNGIAB NAYUDUi C. 

147 Ratnavelu tsvar, P. 

148 Reads, G, B. 

149 Roche victoria, J. L. P. 

150 RUKMINI LAKSHMIPATHl, MRS. 

1$! SaHAJ AMANDA, SWAMI, A. S 
l $2 SaIYED IBRAHIM 

153 SaKTHIVADIVELU GOUNDSR, K 

154 Salam. M. a. 

1$$ Sambamurti, B. the HON. (T/te 
Speaker.) 

156 SaMU PlLLAl, V. ]. 

15 7 Samuel, Dr. M. J. 
i$8 Sarma, P. R. K. 

159 Sapthariski Reddiar. K. S. 

160 Sattanatha earayalar, L. 

161 Shaik rowthsr, S. K. 

162 SHAIKU MUHAMMAD LALJAN 

163 Sheir dawood, khah babib R. a 

164 SHEIEMAMSOOR THARAGAMAR V.SbTi 

16$ Shetty, a. B. (Parliamentary 

Secretary) 

266 Sbanmugam, K. 

167 Sbammuoa mudauar, K. a, 

168 SSBBADRlACHARIYAR, R T. 

169 SlTABAMA RBDDI, H* 
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170 Sitarama reddiar, K. 

171 SIVASHANMUGHAM PILLAI, J. 

179 Smith, ]. M. 

173 Sri raja vasi rsddi durga 

SADASIVSSWARA PRASAD BAHA- 
DUR MANNS SULTAN 

174 Srinivasa ayyar, D. 

17 $ Srinivasa ayyar, P. S. 

776 SUBBA RAO. KALLUR 

177 SUBBA RAO, KaRUNAKARAM 

178 SUHBARAMA AYYAR, N. M. .R. 

179 SUBBARAYAN, Dr. P. THE HON 

(Minister) 

180 SUDDIAH, P. 

181 SURBIAH MUnAUAR C. P. 

182 SUKBARAYA CHBTTIAR, B. M. P. 

183 SURRAMANIAN. A. 

184 SWAMl K. V. R. 

185 Syamasuni»ara Rao, P. 

186 UNNIKAMMOO. KHAN SAHIB V* K. 

187 Valliappa chkttiar, V. S. R. M. 

188 Varadachari, K. 

189 Varadachari, N. S. 

(Pariinmentary Secretary) 

190 VarKEY, C. j. (Pnrliamentarf 

Secretary) 

191 VBDARATNAM PILLAI, A. 

192 Vbnaudaya GOUNDER, S, V. 

193 Vbnkanna, G. 

194 Venkata rbddloopavaram 

195 Venkata reddi, Grandhi 

196 Venkata reddi, K. 

197 Venkatachalam Pillai, B. 

198 Vsnkatachari P. T. 

199 Vsnkatanarayana reddi, B. 

200 Venkatappa Chsttiar, S. C. 

201 Venkatappa Nayudu. R. 

202 VBNKATAPPAY\ A PANTULU. K. 

203 VSNKATARAMA AYVAR P, 

204 VENKATARAMIAH, R. S. 

20$ Venkata rao baliga, D. 

906 Venkatasubba reddiar, R. 

207 Venkatasubbayya, V. 

208 VISWANATHAM T. (PoriiaMen- 
tary Secretary) 

209 Wright, Sir wiluam owen 

210 Yagnsswara sarma, K. P. 

212 Yakub hassan, the bon (Minisi^ 
212 Zamindar or bodinayakkanur(T. 

V K. KAMARAJA PADIYA NAVAKAR) 

913 Zamindar of crallapalu (eabd- 

ATUL AQRAN SREEMANTBU RAJA 
YARLAGADDA SIVA RAMA PRASAD 
BAHADUR Zamindar), 

214 Zamindar op chemudu (Vyri* 
cherla Narayama Gajapathi 
RAJU Bahadur) 

11$ Zamindar oe Mirzapuram (Sri 
Raja Meka Venkataramaiab 
APPA Rao Bahadur), 



Proceedings of the Assembly 

Madras --14th and ISth July 1937 

Election of Spbskeb lsd Dt. Speaxbb 

Tho Madras Legislative Assembly under the new Gonstitation met on 
the 14th. July 1937 in tho Senate House, Madras for the first time after the 
^neral elections for tlio swearing-in of members. William 

Ifna/if, who had been appointed by tho Governor as temporary President 
until the election of the Speaker, occupied the chair. Congress members were clad 
in spotless white Khaddar. Congress nominees for the Speakership, Mr. Buluau 
Sambamurti and Mr. N. S. Varadachari alone appearing in their usual dress 
Khaddar dhoti and angavastram (upper cloth), covering the bare body. ^ William 
took the oath first and bowed to the empty chair. He then took his seat thereon. 
The ceremony of swearing-in was then gone through. The whole ceremony lasted 
for an hour after which the Assembly adjourned till the next day for the election 
of Speaker and Deputy Speaker. 

ISth. JULY Mr. Bulusu Samhamurthi and Mrs. Rukmini Lakkamipati were 
elected Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively without any opposition to-day. 

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari led tho Speaker to his chair. Mrs. Laksbmi Sanker, a 
member of the House, sang the 'Vande-Mataram*, all standing. Mr. Sambamurthi 
thanked the House for unanimously electing him as Speaker. 

Mr. Rajagopalachariy Leader of the House, offering felicitations to Mr. Samba- 
murti, said that the House was honouring itself by electing a man who had sacrificed 
everything for freedom’s fight and who had literally given all to the nation ever since 
the intense phase of the Congress fight had begun. 

Mr. Rajagopalachari added that the Speaker was now out of the battlefield and 
would follow the tradition of Mr. Vithaibhai Patel of whose services as Speaker of 
the Central Assembly, the country was proud. 

Referring to the Congress Party’s programme, Mr. Raj^opalachari said that it 
was well-known to everybody that he and his colleagues in the Congress Cabinet 
would endeavour to co-ordinate Congress activities to the best of their ability. 
Their programme had been fully published, discussed and accepted by the electorate. 

After several other members representing the various groups had felicitated the 
Speaker, Mr. Sambamurthi thanked the House for the sentiments expressed. He said 
that a new stage had been reached in the political activities of the country by the 
Congress accepting office. It was the duty of all to strive their utmost for the 
attainment of ^11 freedom. The Congress represented all sections of the people in 
the country and it should be his duty as Speaker to endeavour to serve all. He 
added that he would do everything constitutional to maintain the dignity of all 
sections. Concluding he said that India had tho privilege of fighting for liberty on 
a non-violent basis and had succeeded partially. As a result of this Mr. C. ^ja- 
gopalachari was found seated on the treasury bench with his colleagues which 
•augured well for the future of the country. 

Mrs. Lakahmipathi was next elected Deputy Speaker. The House then adjourned 
til^the 3l6t. August. 

Budget Seaaion — Madrmi — Slat. August to lit. October 1987 

Dbmxno for a Constituent Assembly 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the 31st Autpaak 1937. The 
Hon. the Premier, Mr. C7. Rajagopalachariar, moved a resolution urging the 
local Government to forward to the Government of India and His Ifnesty’s 
Government the Assembly’s emphatic opinion that the Government of India Act be 
replaced at the earliest posaible date by a Constitution in consonanoe with the aspirations 
of the people of India. Mr. Rajagopalachari said that when each member of Indian States 
advanced to the level of responsible government, at least to the level of the provinces, 
they might admit a responsible representative of those States into a sort of antho- 
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nty, but not ^ then. Mr. Boi«gopataoh«rt re-BtaInd the ml of the OongnoB M 
IqU NatiooBl Independenoe, restnined by necessBry roBtraiots impoied by fallow* 
ship in common hnmanity. ’^We cannot admit either wisdom or the right of 
another nation to impose its will upon us. Our Oonstitution ahonld be framed by 
us." Mr. RaisTOpaischari concluded that it was foolish for either side, Qreat Britain 
or India, to believe in violence or suppression ot their aspiratiotts. Xhe sooner both 
sides saw it, admitted it and allowed truth to prevail the better for both sides. 
^*The objection of the C ingress to Federation should not be oonstniod as an 
objection to the idea of Indian unity or the idea of an Indian central authority but 
to the grant of authority to irresponsible Rulers of State to administer onr affair.*’ 

Bir William Wright^ opposing the resolution, congratulated Mr. KBjsgopalaohari 
on the steady noderatiou of his able spet^ch. 8tr William Wright did not ooaaidei 
the Constitution as perfect by any means, hut imperfect as the Act was, it oontsined 
the frame- irork of the foundation from which eventually would be evolved an 
Indian Constitution. The Constitution was only a beginning, not the last word in 
the building of a Constitution. They belie that the greater tlie goodwill and 
snccesa with which the Act worked tlie soouer would he the final form of a Gensti* 
tution evolved in which India would enjoy full Dominion Status. 

Financial Statsuent for 1937-38 

let. SEPTEMBER .—The Hon’ble Mr. C. Hajagopaiehari, the Premier pr<«ented the 
first Congress Budget to-day in a packed llouse of tense expectation and pin-drop 
silence, a brief survey of which reveals the following 

Revenue anticipated in 1937-38 is Ks. 15,93,73,009 and expenditure Ra. 15,93,07^000 
leaving a small surplus of Ks. 6.000. The allowauce made for the loss on acoount of 
land revenue concession i.s Its. 75.00.000. 

The most noteworthy feature on the levenae side is introduotion of prohibition in 
one district (Salem) from October which involves a loss of Ks. 13;OOjXX) in exoiae 
revenue this year and Ra. 26,00.000 annually therenflei. 

On the expenditure side provision has been made for new sobemea costing 
ultimately Ks. d.39,0(X) annually and in addition Ks. 5040,000 non-reonrring SDrond 
over a few year.s, the amount provided this year on their acoount being Ra. 2,1B/X]0 and 
Ks. 11,58,(X)0 respectively. Schemes generally have been selected so aa to give preferaooe 
to works such as water supply and drainage works over bntldiogs and roads. 
Special reference may be made to supply of butter-milk to prisoners st so snnaal 
cost of over three quarters of lakh and grant of two lakhs for hand spiooing move- 
ment The expenditure on almost all the nation- building services shows an appreoMle 
increase as compared with that incurred in 1936*37. the iocreaso under irrigation 
being Ks. II and a half lakhs, education Rs. % and a half lakhs, medioal Rs. 4 and a 
half lakhs, public health Ks. 9 and a lialf lakhs, agriculture Ks. 1 and a three-fourth 
Itdchs, veterinary Ks. 75,000, co-opeiative credit 2 and one-fourth lakhs and industries 
nearly Rs. 5 lakhs. 

The capital expendituio is estimate^l at nearly Rs 1 and three-fourth crorea of 
which about Ks. 1 and a half ctorcs is on remunerative irrigation and electric 
scheme. K.s. 30 lakhs has been provKied for loans to cultivators for relief of 
indebtedness. ... - ** 

These disbiirsements are proposfNj to Im* riuanced from the opening balance of Ra. 
149,56.000 and the op**n market loan of K^. 150 Ukhs, the cloeiog buiance at the end 
of the year being estimated at Us. C4.62,UUi) inclusive of the minimum deposit of Rs. 
40 lakhs to be held in the Reserve Hank aui Us. 19,15.000 iu treasuriea. The free 
balance at the end of the vear is expetrted to stand at about Ks. 5 snd s half 
iskhs. 

in concluding remarks the Uon'ble Premier expresse*! his hope for loyal and 
ungrudgiog support of all classes and communities in all endeavours the Uovtrn- 
ment would have to make in the eQ.4uiQg year to exploit new source of revenue without 
adding to the burden of the poor and to reduce and restrict expenditure io variooa 
department.4. 

GxiVKRAt Discussion op Buoobt 

3rd. SEPTEMBER OeoersI discussion on the Budget ojfMioed to-dsy, opposition 
speakers rofuctuUy admitting *hat the much feared "^Coogress orioutatiou** was 
aingularly couspicuons by its absence. ... ^ 

Oam Bahadur Mohammed Behamnad urged more provision for roads on the 
West Oosst. Mr. Baeheer tiayeed criticised the rsisiog of s loan to meet ordiaary ox|kmi- 
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866. Diwan Bahadur Appodurai Pitlai oommended Ae Premier on bis '4iiiezeep- 
tional sif^aoity” in oonrerting a large defioit Badget into n small sarploa. 

Tonohiog on prohibition, every speaker seemed to have misgivings. *%iiiperaiioe 
eomes well from within : ill from without*' was the general tenor of the Opposition's 
critioism. 

Str William Wright conmtulated the Premier of his achievement of a baianoed 
Budget in so short a time. The loan policy showed trust in the Government 

41k. SEPTEMBER :<-Mr. Ahdul ffameed Khan, on behalf of the Moslem League, 
said that it was false economy to make cuts in the salaries, which would throw 
open the gates of corruption. 

Mr. E, H. M. Bower described the first. Congress budget exceedingly sound 
on financial principles with economically unsound details. pras(*nted with extraordi- 
nary persuasiveness by the Premier.’* Mr. Bower addi^l that uiiere the Budget was 
not affected by extraneous influences the proposals were souiuf but it was most open 
to criticism whore the proposals were inspired by a '‘personality outside the province 
who wields enormous influence and to whom we owe the proposals of prohibition 
and subsidy to hand-spinners.*' 

Khan Bahadiur Khnlifulla Khan assured the Premier the Moslems’ support to 
the prohibition plan. Be regretted that what Uad t>een described as an '^epoch- 
making budget” had not gone far enough to meet the needs of the masses, while the 
cut in the salaries was not proper and just. He also severely critioixed ^e subsidy 
to kheMar. 

Mr. C, Bajagopalachari, the Picmier thanked the House for the graceful manner 
in which the budget had been received. He reCnted the allegation made by a mem- 
ber that, had the Premier not been influenced by the leaders outside the province, 
the badget would have been a better one, and said that it was highly wrong for any 
one to imagine that undne pressure was being brought to bear from outside on 
members of the Government. Keferring to the sahuy cut the Premier thought that 
Government servants knew better the conditions of* the masses which had induced 
him to propose the <cut, and he saw no danger in it. Referring to the prohibition 
policy, he said that in India none would feel the policy as an interference with 
personal liberty. He asked the House to give up doubts ami fears regarding its 
success aud wrsli the Oovornmeut success in their endeavours. 

VoTiNo ON Budget Demands 

14tb. SEPTEMBER After question time in the As.sembly to-d^, Mr. 7*. 
Prakasamy Revenue Ministei', moved for a grant not exceeding Rs. 27,09,700 under 
four heads of ^Mand revenue.''' flc defended the Goveniment against the charge that 
many reforms had been dictated "from outside” and said that all the proposals were 
to be found in the election manifesto issued by the Congress party. 

Mr. N. J. Muniewami^ Minister, Rural Development, moved for a grant of 
Rs. 111,08.000 for proviuoial excise. This brought several token cuts disapproving 
the prohibition plan. 

Mr. E. id. Af. Bower^ the Anglo-ludiaii represeutativo said that the introduction 
of prohibition in the presidem^y wa.s unjiistified, either judged by human psychology 
or economic consideration, and declared thst an infringement of liberty of the citizen 
*'was dangerous, which the Congress would soon find out.” Prohibition, he added, 
was goiitf to land the piovioce in Insolvency within two years. 

Mr. Jr. C. Rajah, while congratulating the Ministry * on the prohibition policy, 
advocated introduction ot total prohibition all over the Presidency. 

ISih. SEPTEMBER When the Assembly resumed discussion on the excise 
grant the Pretnier who, the previous day. had admitted to being ‘^the greateat of 
fanalidl on the prohibitiou issue,” repeated the declaration that no outside preasure 
was brought to bear on him, aud not even if Mr. Gandhi asked him to arop the 
proposal would he do so. 

Mr. Rajagopalachari said that in the matter of Government interferring as little 
as possible with the liberty of an individual, India owed a great deal to the British 
system. ^It is the peculiar virtue of British life, and India ungrudgingly acknow- 
ledges this great heritage” but ho went on to say that the claim and right to sell 
and buy intoxicants was not a question of personal liberty ; and the Government 
had the right to control such *'morbid cravings.” 

The demand under ^excise” was then put and carried. 
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A salary cut was the moral basis of the foundation for approaching thoM capable 
of bearing frmh taxation, obserred the Premier, Mr. C. Bajagopalaehari referring 
to the opposition * to the proposed out in the siwies of Government servants. The 
Premier declared that it was a nadonal necessity to effect such a reduction in 
expenditure. 

The Revenue Minister, Mr. T, Prakaaam stated that the same policy as in the 
case of released political prisoners would be pursued with regard to the question of 
reinstatement of village officers who resigned or were dismissed on account of their 
political activities. 


Singing of "Bands Matauau” 

23nl. SEPTEMBER : — When the Speaker {Afr, B Sumbamurti ) called for prayers 
M usual to-day, Mr. Sheikh Muhammad Laljan, one of the two Moslem merobors preset 
in the House rising on a point of order, said that ^Baude Mataram* sung iu the House 
was^^^a war-ery against Islam” and ‘‘^an insult to Islam.” He requested the Speaker 
to gve a ruling as to whether it could be sung in the House. 

The Speaker said that he would give his ruling after prayers. Mr. Laljan then 
walked out, protesting. He returnM to the House aher prayers aud the Speaker 
then asked him if he wanted a ruling on the point of order. 

Mr. Yakub Haean^ Public Workers Minister, iutervening said that it was most 
unfortnnato that the member should have raised this point of order and it would 
have been better if he bad consulted other members of his community before 
doing so. 

Mr. Hamid Khan^ Leader of the Moslem League Group, said that the Bande 
Mataram prayer had been agitating the minds of the Moslems for some time, but 
ho did not want the matter to be brought before the House as had been done. He 
appealed to the member to withdraw the point of order. 

The Speaker said that Mr. Laljan should apologize to the House before withdraw- 
ing the point of order as he had walked out as a protest, and if he wanted a ruling 
on the poipt of order it would be given. 

The Premier (Mr. C, Rajagapf^lachariar) felt that Mr. Laljan’s bciiaviour constitu* 
ted an insult to the Houso and Mr. Laljan apologized. The Speaker explained that 
prayers were offered in all Empire Parliaments and added that be was considering 
whether in the Madras Assembly they should have Hindu, Moslem and Christian 
prayers alternately. 

Demands for medical services (Us. 91,24,000), public health (Rs. 32,71,000), agricul- 
ture (Rs. 22,40, 100> and veterinary work (Rs. IC),63,6(X) wore all passed. The police 
demand was also granted in full. 

24th. SEPTEMBER Sympathetic reference to the gathering forces of Socialism 
was made by the Premier Mr. C. Rajagopalaehari^ while declaring that a day would 
come when they would have to distribute the wealth of the country to the people 
and that through the propagation of khadi (home-made cloth) alone they could put 
off the fateful day of the reorganization of the country’s entire ucuuomic sy.stem. 

The Socialists would not accept that Khadi could be a complete substitute, nor 
did he say so. Hut they should remember that there was a volcauo underneatb and 
they should not obstruct the safety valve. ^Charkha is the cottagest of cott^e in- 
dustries, if 1 may use the expression”, added Mr. Rajagopalachari and he carried the 
House with him. All the 37 demands for grants were voted unanimously to schedule. 
This concluded the discussion of the Budget. 

Moslem members were absent during the singing of the Bande Mataram. They, 
however, made an unostentations entry when the ^'prayer” concluded. 

After concluding the voting of grants, the House passed a resolution oongratula- 
the Travancore Ruler on the temple-entry proclamation. 

Madras PBOHininox Bill 

2Stli. SEPTEMBER :~Mi . C. Rajagopalachari, the Premier agreed to his Bill 
OQ Prohibition being referred to a Select Committee to-day. Moving oonsideration of 
the Bill the Premier said that everybody seemed to be agreed on the 
necessity of banishing the evil of drunkenness though some differed as to 
how to aehievo this end, and added : *^This Bill, 1 know, will make or 
mar the reputalioo of this province and I appw to all to give ns a 
fair ohanee in. making this great venture. 1 do not behttle the difficulties but 1 am 
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optimistio of tho njGuIt bt*ciiuse public optoioo is bebiod os tod tbu dinuoiuw ■„ n, , 
sre BO letter than toy which the (lOveroDent ficcs daily in restrictini; tbo 
activities of unsocial elements amnii^ the piovintes poj ulation * Besides, the, Premier 
coDtioued. the Bill was oeither new nor extreme. It allowed exemption under 
certain circumstances. Every care had been and would be taken to prevoot 
har^ment and interference with private rijjhts and liberties of orderly cifixens. 

Sapportin^ the select comroitteo motion, tho LtMder of the European Group, Sir 
IFiifiam Ir right said : ‘‘Prohibition by legislative coercion is wron;; in principle, bad 
iu economics, impracticable in administration and ruthless in its ufTurta to sustain 
itself.” lie said that his Party never niicstioiitsl the Premiers sincerity but that 
was one of the chief dangers in the present move. If this had been a Bill to 
enforce temperance aiul was Irasti.; in its effort t.» prevent dinnkenBi^as as tho 
present Biil was drastic in its etfirt to •••iii.ul il p iv'.' ssien of liquor, bis group 
would have ardently su)tported the tioviTfimcct Hit the Knropoans, who were 
mostly iinatlected, thanks to the permit ‘.ystem. Ii* ». "« :v felt that not only did the 
Bill infrin.;o upon the liberty ef »iie inlivM lud he its nlitmate aim of dispensing 
with Hs. 4 and a half crores of reven le vv.is t >.i ostly a i>iii e to pay for what at 
best could only ho partial success m eut.ri,s tn.Mn and i!nu onlv by maiutaiuing a 
heavy preventive force. 

The Premier, replying to the dehat.*. v**f.*rivd to ibc lin.ii ai implications ' f the 
measure and said that if people i .ml.i e.c tn-.u- fresh i.ixa!ion he failed te si i how 
tK) per cent of the working classes co*il I Instr “this in )ir«)<;t tavatiun” iu iho form 
of the drink evil. The woikiog <;Uss •^ hai r »l I him tha* o v would not drink if 
the shops were closed. Deiav was dangerous. 1*. e even children might 

ask their parents fur drink, 

Statk mo io IvncsTi.’iKs Amkvi». Biix 

Earlier iu the day, Ma. T. I*. Oiri moved a Bill to umeiid the Statu Aid to 
Industries Act, ]U2‘L so as to enable tin* tioveiiitneut to pay a subsidy to AAodi. 
After some discussion the Bill wxs passed. 

IvKVEvrr Becovi.uv A'*i Amkvu. Bill. 

The Revenue MiMistci. Mr, praknsum then moved his Bill lo amend the 
l^voDue Reis)Vi*ry Act of 18'il m i-spcit of r.\eini»ting the tioveiiimeul from tho 
•'inconvenience” of paying liie stauit.u v deposit 13 per ctJiit when the (Jovorn- 
ment bought land p ii up lot sale under ih piuvis of tin .\ct, This al»o 

was passed. 

The House also passed the R -vuinic M o’"’ •soluti'Oi hu the appointmout of 
a cummittee of nine raembois of il.c l/cgisl.i i • n’poii on tin* ciinditions pre- 
vailing iu zemindari and other propr etary aic.j 'OJgcst nccessaiv logislatioB. 

.M.\!»i.as rKouinirioN fht. .■ ) 

27ili. SEPTEMBER :-\S ith xnin-e iiiofs’i. .ttion*. rn.rd'* ’u the s*)e«t commit toe, (he 
Assembly passed the third reading of the Piohiiot*on Bill to-day. The imHlilK'ations inclu- 
ded exeroptiou to local new.^Jl.l|^e:s up toJ-inuary 1 next for publishing liquor i^vertiln^ 
meots. liuriug the discci>soui the theraicr i.t/r. Hajeyopalachartar) said Ibrt if 
Clause 36 (setting up lo*:.d prolidwtion ijonjiuiticc to give lu formation regarding 
suspected ofreDce.s) was f'>an J uunecessai v. or if ahusnil, as many feared, tho 
tiovornmeut would move fo? tlie with Ir.iwal of tiiis |Mi»visiou. 

The Premier appealed to Hiv t)pp«»siiitiii not rociely foi help in getting the ImM 
passcvl into law', but to ao.iii l»m Th,' i»r.tp.ii:.ind.t of sciqu icism imd thus assist in the 
psychological effect on the IB* as^oiel the House that it was not thu intno- 

tion of Inc ifovernmcnt to allow haiasHment. hlackinailing and things of that kind. 
While the Government desired cent pti, ot eiifor';.;ment, they would “not (uirmit 
S'juial aud private life being assaulted on suh|»icioii.” , , . , j- .. 

Iteplyiog to an apiieal by an Opposition mcinhtir that the third ruading be posi- 
tioned the Premier said that if he had the hiigiitest fueling that the fteople wanted 
postponement of the measure he would have postponed it withont besttaiion. 
On the other hand, he felt that if the B» weic not |ia*scd that day the people 
weold be disappointed. , , t ^ 

The Premier was congratulated from all parts of ilic House, The lesder of the 
Moslem Lesgae hoped that tho measure would meet with phenomuoai 

The n^ar, speikiDg last, and : “I imo in th« |.r»>«r Ihrt il liM M fc. pH|^ 
tb. pMple of liadtw iD »7 bi)ot£t, wJ wti.!n the gnit good Map m iHaobod wa thiH 
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be enabled by the wish of Providence to sncceed in the reform we desire to achieve 
and in the* succour we wish to give to onmerous families now ▼iotims of this 
great evil.” 


Sale of Cloth Bill 

When the motion of an Opposition member to refer the Madras Regulation of 
Hale of Cloth Bill to a select committee was under discussion, Mr. J* Sutiill who 
did not support the motion for a select committee but proposed the principle of the 
Bill, felt that cloth dealers had been tingled out for this fresh taxation because they 
had been boycotted and they bad refused to deal in kkaddar. 

The member representing Indian Commerce said that it looked as though the 
Government wanteil to harass cloth dealers. 

The Premirr. n^plying, said that the handloom industry was the next biggest indus- 
try to agiiculturc in this <-oiintiy. The handloom industry had been “terribly hurt 
by ol*)i h from J:i)« n, and also hurt, though not so terribly by swadeshi cloth." 
Also the Bill was n »t l>r<in"ht with a vindictive motive. If this Bill was agaiust 
the Ind'ii!) ndiis who sJgnel a contract with the Congress during the boycott, the 
Bill was l ot A loji i«‘:i u< echo of the boycott movement. The protection given to 
Indian mills had 'A<.ike<i against the handloom worker. 

l i • Minisb r for AgruMluno (Mr, V, J. i/. Pillai) then withdrew his motion for 
consideration of the BM! ar 1 moved that it be referred to a select committee with 
instiiictiODs to I • port i!o next day. The motion was carried. 

Hale of Cloth Bill 

28lh. SEPTEMBER The Assembly accepted conFideratioii of the Sale of Cloth 
Bill, as slightly modified in the Select Committee, by 140 to 25 votes. The Bill was 
then taken up clause by clause and passed.. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Appadurai Piltai said that the Bill was either a taxation 
measure requiring the Qovernor*s consent, or it was a license measure and he 
quoted Privy Coudcil and High Court rulings and Kubmitted that this license on 
cloth dealers was obviouely intended to set off the subsidy to hand-loom weavers 
and as such was uot a licence but taxation requiring the Governor's consent. 

The Premier said that this was a Government measure which had previously been 
placed before the Governor and he dismissed the Opposition criticism as "'well 
intentioned argument on good principles but arriving at strong conclusions.” llo 
added that the (fovernment did not w*ish to hamper small dealers but waqtod to 
divert them from selling mill-maiiQ cloth to assistii^ hand-loom weavers. 

The amendments made by the Helect Committee included the insertion of 
words *^aDd articles of wearing apparel made of cloth” wherever the word “cloth" 
appeared in the Bill. Another change allowed hawkers to travel wborever they liked 
with one license. 


Lo(;al Boakus Act Ahend. Bill 

29kb. SEPTEMBER : -(barges that the Congress was making district 
boards the play-ground of party politics and counter recrimination by Congressmen 
against their predecessors in office were bandied in the Assembly during the dis- 
cussion of a Bill, moved by the Minister for Local Administration, to amend the 
Madras Local Boards Act of 1920 and the Amendment Act of 1931 so as to abolish 
the principle of nomination, which the Government allied, was so used by their pre- 
decessors as to convert Congress majorities into minorities. 

Sir IVrigkt ohjeoted to one clause seeking to empower the Government 

to do anything necessary to remove difficulties which might arise in giving effect to 
the provisions of the Act. He said that this savoured of the Star Chamber methods 
1 ^ added that a similar clause appeared iu the Moratorium Bill. If the Govern- 
ment intended demanding a ‘‘blank cheque” in the administration of every Bill intro- 
duced it would save the taxpayer much money if they established a dictatorship 
right away and did away with the legislatures. 

The Premier, Mr. C. Rajagopalaekari said that this championship of the people 
came from ao uoexpeoted quarter. As soon as the “people’s government” was 
established this talk of a “new despotism” was started by Gio former administrators 
in the people’s name. 

On a point of order, 8ir William Wrwht said that he was not a member ot me 
last legielatare and the Premier retorted that Sir William’s conatitaeooy was repiw 
eented in the last legialatiire. The Bill was passed. 
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OiBTRiBimn 8T8Tiit or Voniio 

301^ SEPTEMBER The arrAngement of joint oleotoratoa nndor th# ^ .. 
Pact betwMQ the Hindus and liarijans wm oriticia^ in thn IfMOihly 
in the light of the experience of recent eleotions, during the dabatn on 
Mr. M. C Rajah's resolution for the adoption of the distributive ayatam of 
voting in preference to the cumulative svstem. The resolution was supported by 
the Premier, Mr. C. Rajagopalnckari and was subsequently accepted by the Honae, 
roem^rs expressing tliPir as.seiit through a procedure asoved in a l^alatnre, but 
familiar at CtoogreNs gatherings — t»y a show of nauds. 

It was initiated by tio* .^peakttr and among those who did not raiso thoir band! 
were some who did not approve of this method of ascertaining the will of the 
Mouse. Mr. Rajah sai^l that the l umulaiive sy .stem obtaining at present cut at the very 
roots of the I’uona i'a« r. it also provided 'a greater incentive to rich men to buy 
votes and To thu votci to sidl ht.s vote at a higher price than under the distributive 
system. 

The /Viowier noted that an ovei whelniing majority was in favour of the distri- 
biitivo system. The last Ld«*i:ti.)ii had bem of considerahlo ex|M4rience. The point waa 
not MO much as that of (‘•o iiipriou < r party success hut whether the system had 
served to rcalu*^ llm object of tbe |*oon.i Pa<-t. The election showed that s sepa- 
ratist mentality had htMUi encouraged. Kverybody fought his own 0le«.t>**ft battle, 
leaving the flariiau to him^elf. Joint elcctorate.s wore reduced to .separate ones. 

Kstaulisiimkvt op National Militia 

Another resolution, urging the Oovornraent to take necessary stepv for tbe early 
nstablishment of a *'ua?i<>n.ii militia ' for the uiovince and that tbe Central Oovern* 
ment bo atmroached for u subsidy for this purpose, was withdrawn on the Premior’a 
request. The Premier, while personally agreeing with the motive behind tbe reso* 
lution, pointed out that it was obviously outside the scope of the (lovernment. 

Expressing his personal view. Mr. Rajagapalaehart felt that it waa dangerous 
to develop a provincial smrit m Much a matter. Me incidentally referred to the 
abolitioo of the Madras Regimeot, which had been viewed by many as a alur on 
the province and on the caps' it y of the Madrasi. In modern warfare, he held, 
physique alone did not < ouut and more intelligence in handling inatrumenta waa 
DOMed. He did not doubt that lliu Madras.si would come iii> to the mark. Under 
changed circumstances, the Premier promised a fresh coaaiuer ation of the matter. 

'‘“Masiis Matauam" So.n'o 

1st. OCTOBER ; -The House w.is prorogtiod to>day. after an important statement 
had been made by the ^Speaker ( Mi. /i. Samhamurthi) concciuiDg the tinging of 
the Rands Mataram .Mfiig. 

The Speaker said th.it on Septirmbei 'S.\ Ite promisiHl a tianslation of the tong and 
to aunouuce what stops he pruposeil to take to servt* as a convenfioii for the future. 
The matter of an adequate translation had piiiv««d veiy dinicult, but he accepted one 
olTere'l by Mi. Aurobiuda (ib.osh which reads ■ 

**1 bow to thee M'iUicr. 

ICichly watuied, rwliiy fruited : 

Cool with the wiud.s of Iho south : 

Dark with the crop.s of the har vests: 

*1 lie Mother ! il>«r strands rejoicing in tbe glory of the mooaligbt : 

Uer lands clothed beaeti fully with her tiecs le flowering bloom ; 

Nweot of laughler, sweet of NpeiH:h : 

The motlici, Giver of bocos ; givor of Bliss.’* 

Tbe Bpeaker said that praters were held in Empire Parliamunts at ibo oponfay of 
tbo daily session. It wa.s stdl a matter of anxious considoratioo by him bow to 
arrive at a formula accepuble to tho Mouse whoso members hold aunh widoly diflbr- 
ing Ho, however, again promised deep conaideratiun of tho maftor iDd to 

vonauH the Uonae before arriving at a final dociatou. 

Mr, AkAd Hameed said thm if the deciaioD waa takao after consitltiog tbo leadora 
of Ml particfl tbe matter would bo more generally aoooptablo and abidiny than it tbo 
OovomoMot majority enforced its will on the present Aaaembly. Wbeo a Omress 
membtr beyaa to apeak, Mr. Samhamurthi pulled him up by sayiny that tbo nouiio 
bail aot boiii iovited te disctisa tbe laattcr it preseoL 



les THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ( iudius^ 

The Prohibition Bill as passed hj the Assembly received the assent of the 
Governor on the pievions day. The Iiousa was then prorogued. 

December Semion -*M*dran — 20th & 21st December 1937 

Tiir. Debt Relief Bill 

The usnal singing of Banrie Mataram heralded the opening of the Assemhly on 
the 20tb. Decembor 1937, the Moslem members coiitiiiuiug to sit as a leiunved 
protest against tins custom on which the speaker later madi* a statement. 

dntrodiicing a motion to refer tlie Debt Relief Bill to a select cummitteo of Imth 
Houses, Mr. 6*. Rajat/opalnrhari. the Premier, made roustuiit rcferen'jes to tlh« 
Hstysnathan Report, pablished in 1935, which computes the agricultural debt of thr 
province at more than Ks. 200 crures of which tiie relativt* pcntciitiiges borne (iv 
the Government, co-operative and private agencies were respectively on*‘. six and 93. 

‘‘But mere arithmetic does not give an adequate picture of the great burden tu 
the urgency of giving reiiet ’ stated the Premier, who, after showing that only tt n 
por eeut of the total was due to extravagant marriage customs, etc., and 9() pet 
cent was used to repay ungiuul debts plus the ciushiiig iiiteiest, mlded : ‘*Ccncilita- 
tion and voluntary liquidation as methods of relict have failed not because om 
people are cantankerous or the reverse of generous but becaiise tlie fear of both 
creditors and debtors that the other paiiy was getting the hettei terms. 

**To draw an aiiaiug\, 1 reineiubei an* orthodox Uiii iu telling rne that if the agi« 
of cuiiseut in marriage was raised through compulsion all would be more please<i 
than if isolated tamilies asked to initiate a vohiutary reform. ^«imilaily, in the 
matter of such wide ramitications us debt relief, 1 feel all would be mure pleitst'd 
and would abide by a large plan than by isolated attempts at conciliation." 

Dealing with the sucreduess ot contracts, the Premier quoted the old Decrau 
Kolief Act us cutting across the letter of coiitrautiial obligation. 

In conclusion he appealed to the House to give ryots in Madras a new hope b> 
passing the present resolution euiihling a select committee to report ou Jauuaty 1. 
after which the Government would .publish the amended Hill and plaice it hcioic 
the legislature at tliu close of that mouth. 

Mr. H, M. JHalat raised a point of order that tlie Bill was ultra as it wa> 

not open to a legi.slatiire to deal with jnattors relating to promisoty uotes and iie^n- 
tiable instruments. 

The Speaker overruled the objection holding that the Bill alTectcd moii»*y-len'ling 
which was a provincial matier. 

The Kuropean attitude was defined by Mr. W. K. Af. LanuLvtj wiio said tboy 
strenuously ofiposed tins and any other rat;asu.re contrary to tin* tuiidamcutai piiii- 
riples of iiiiaiiciat purity winch uiiglit mvolve uon tiscatiou and expiopriatiou . 

Till', “IIa.mie Mataba.u ’ SoWi; 

When the Assembly resumed sitting at night the SprnktT aiiuouneed that he 
propOHed to call a eonlcrcmw on Ibvember 22 > 0 ! illl>oiit 15 ini’iiihers repre.seiitiiig all 
NhadoK of opinion ni th«* ilouxo t<» see il an agreed formula on the singing ot '^Ifaridi* 
Mataram" in tho House <-ould be anive«l at. <f an agreed foriuuia was evolved ir 
would lie piaceil befoie the House for «t.s aciuiptani^o and approval. He also stateu 
he had eircularuted all assemblies and all parhamouls In all parts of the world and 
had received replies which In^ would place before the conference . 

21M. I>ECEJIHER : — The Hon’ hie Mr. OuImsu StinAamurti^ oroati^d history to-day 
BO far as the proouodiugs of the inovinuuil Lcgi.slatore u'i*re conctirii«»d. when he 
called upon Mr. Baake^>r Ahn^dy a Muslim membur of tlie Uou.s«» to offer pruvei 
before the ggenda of business Used for tho day was taken up. After Mr. Ahuied 
sung an Urdu song, riie **Bande-Mataram'' was sung. 

A Christian member wanted that a pruyei Monging to his community should 
also be sung to which Hie SpeaktT .said that tho matter will bo ooasidortsi at a 
meeting of tho special committee which he proposinl to sot up to <M»nsid«»i- tin* 
prefer qaestioo. 

The Aasemhly thiui atijourned aim* die to meet on t7th. .lainiary iRtS. 



Proceedings d the Council 

lllhdr«»~14tk e ISth. July t9S7 

ElIOTIOM op P»8IDm'& Dy. PutlDIHT 
The Msdrss I^islstipe Council (Upper HouseX constituted ^under the Bev 
met for the first time on the 14th. Ju^ 1937 in the Counoil Chsmber, SsmtnrMt, 
Madiim for the swesring*in of members. Out of the 54 members 51 sttendsd the 
meeting. These incliulea Sir Mahomed Usman, Sir jC. V. Reddi (two former aotmg 
Ootemors), three University Vice-Chanccliors. namely the Rt. Hon. BrIalVM 
Sastri, Mr. a B. Reddi and Mr. ft. E. Ratujanatiiam and the only lady mem^r Mrs. 
Hensman. The Congress members were 26 in number and were all oisd in ahudir, 
many of them wearing Qandhi caps, ftir Maliomod ITsman took the oa» Hmt before 
the Oounoil Secretary and, thereafter, occupied the Chair as temporary President 
After the ostb«tsking the President adiourned the House till the neat day »oi 
the deotiou of President sod Deputy rresideot. 

ISth. JULY Dr. U. Rama Rao and Mr. A'* Vtfnkaiaswami Saywfu were 
elected without any opposition. President and Deputy President respectively when 
the Conncil met this morniug. The House then adjourned 5ine die. 


Budget SeaaioB— Madret — Slat. Auguet^lst Oclobar 1937 

The Budget session of the (Council commenood on tlio 3 let. Aiupaat <|UOStion 

time the Minister for Courts and Pri.sons stated that there were five ponticsl prlMnere 
in this province. Their liosith wa.s reported to be good, snd they were aol sub- 
jected to any liard labour. The Minister gavu a list of the newspapers whioh tbsy 
were allowed to lead. 


Gknbral Di8cus.sion Or Budust 

7th. SEPTEMBER :^eoeral discussion of tho Budget commenced to*dmr. 
Mr. Srinivaaa Raatri msde a notable contribution to the diMnssion. He 
asid : *1 was one of those who wel'toray I tho sdveut of the Onogreei 

Ministry and now welcome the groat caution shown in framing the huagi^ 
To give poor people drinking water and woan« them from alcohol mra achievenMOto 
of which any Ministry msy be proud, sod I can only h®P® the ****^^7 be 
long enough* in power to bring those schemen fo fruition. He hO|)ed thst cue 
Oovernmeut would estricste themselves from the fiositioo which now esists of tokiog 
revenue from Momethiog which is und«»rminifig tho moral and physiusi st^iM of 
the people, and in this task the public must rally to the Miois^y a help, irreepM- 
tife of party allegiances. At the same iiium Im* oaufiooi»<I tlie Miniidry against M 
^ ^ - unij tsi on dealers in mill- 

“Are we 
* wby 

dieeoaiige people dealing in mill-made cloth ll«* hoped the ummiry wouia olw 
the enspioioo tium the people's minds. On fh** stibject of salaries cuts he wm glsd 
that the Ministry had b^on pruning in this itii^ertinn, but 
Mveu in this oonnezioii cansed luisgiviiigs. Mr. Siistri urged thst ssisries bstow 
Ms. 190 be left alone. 


mooh harry. Itoferriog to the subsidy f»ii sf»iijiiing and tss on dealers in i 
mads cloth; Mr. Ssstri was unable to s«c why th. y should V*! 

to* understand,” he said, “that there is n »-»mi.uu Jimions against Mini If not, 
diaoentage people dealing in mill-made cloth ll«* hoped the Mmmlry would c 


\ >The Council concluded 

Mr. O. Hajagopalaehari^ replying 
i egered to the handloom industry, it being, 
east In ^noal^are. I^e Premier appealed for «‘.u-operatiou 


to-day the general diaousatoa oa 
tu the debate, justified tbe policy of 
he said, the most importiai 
towards BiakiBg the 


SaLaaitt Bill 

tME. SBPTEIIMEM '—The Counoil carried without s divitioB Malmiee Bill, 
ai pamed by the Aeeembly. Mr. V. S, Rrimwaaa Raairi eepperttaf the metioa 
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ooncratolaitod the tfinietrj for their eelf-eeorifloe. He« howem, Ihoiifht that H 
wowd hare been better if the Minietera* ealivy wee raiaed to Ba. MOO each. Hi 
pointed ont how diffionlt it woold be for the anooeaaora of the Minlatri to raiii 
the figure if they wanted to do ao. Mr. Saatri Tontured to think that the ontha- 
aiaam of aelf-aaorifioe waa bound to wear out, and their anceeaaora wonld think 
whether their fate had not been aealed by an inconsiderate authority. 

The Premier, Mr. C, Bajagapalaehari replying contended that so far aa the 
present Ministry was concerned there was no sacrifice, as none of them drew mortt 
than Rs. 500 before. The amount was more than enough for the standard of lifii 
for the oJass of people from which the Ministers came. 

La.vu Reform Inquiry 

11th. SEPTEMBER The Council accepted the Revenue Afinieter'a proposal for 
the constitution of a committee tu inquire into the conditions prevailing on zemindari 
estates, and to suggest any legislation, if necessary, for the safeguarding of tho 
interests of ryots in relation to landlords and for tho collectiou and remission of 
rents. 

Mr, T Prakasam^ the Hevoiiue .Mini.ster, said that his object was to get an autho- 
ritative opinion of botli the Houses on suitahle legislation to i fiVi't a '‘complete and 
lasting understanding between the landlotiJ and the tmant" iu the Piesideney. 

The Council accepted the Kevernie Minister’s pioposal to t iect three members to 
ait with six Assembly mcmheis to inqnin- into the ryots' iflutioris with landlordb. 
and suggest legislation to make these lelatious easier. 

Mr. 2*. C. Ifjeuydr sr«;ondi‘d the proposal iu a brief speech. 

Mr. Srinivasa Sastri said he ni^hl‘d to expluiu why he, although neither a land- 
lord nor a tenant, took the earliest oppoif unity to speak on the resolution, ft waii 
because he had the inteiests of his countiyinen at heart. It was a motion dealiug 
with a complicated matter and the coinmiiteu would take mouths to finish its labours, 
and the proceedings would be attenfied with much bitterness. Not that the mattei 
should be avoided, but he thougiit tliat the herter way was to have an ad hoe com- 
mittee representing all interests presided over bv a higl) iudicial offieer. 

Bir Kurma Rcddi suppoiled titis view, out the Kevenue Minister said he hail 
**00 use for outside committees.” When the resolution was put to the House, how 
ever, it was carried without a division. 

Replying to criticisms on the Budget, the Premier said that though the genera 
toue was congratulatory there whs un undertone ot dout)t aud fear aud he wished 
to diRpcl it. IkUind Sir Kuviua Ued li s «M\tieisms the Premier detected some bitter- 
uesa because ihe Oovevninent had :um-u>»m1 ’\s \iiodt‘cessois with tiaving spent muck 
by way of Bupplcmentai y giants *ast \«ar on works that were not productive. Tlw 
Premier maintained tliat tliis ccmiplainr just. Works for the amelioration of 

famine conditions might whII he tlie siihjci t of supplementary grantM but grants foi 
BchooUbuilding oxtuusious, and woiks of tills kiiiii might be left for the nest 
Budget. In.stead, his predecessors had hustled through many such schemes, and 
thuH spent money in advance of the Budget wlm li left their suei cssois short ot 
funds for productive works. Ueferiing to the Ministry’s piohihitioii plans, thi 

Premier buid it whh right that so inui h discussion had I'cen dtrvoted to this. Foi 

it was a big change that the tioveininent wern hoping to bring about. 

The Premier defended the policy of subsidizing hundspioiiing and of the trest- 
rneut of political prisooers, but iu Vefereneo to the prison reforms foreshadowed bs 
said be Old not want it to ho thought that he was making tbing.s easier for hib 
par^ *oezt time we are cast into prison.’* 

The Premier claimed, iu refcicucf to the salaiies rut, that it was more huDiD* 
^to reduce aalaries than dismibs many (ioverumuut bei vauts. 

Ifikb. SEPTEMBER Bir K. V. Jieddi enlivemd the discussion on the Budget 

to-day by relating to an incident w hich K'-t-ntiy occurred in Guntur. According 

to information he received ''from a very rtdiuhle person,” it appears that the Collec- 
tor of the district after touring the ilood-stii* ken area iu a motor car, was surprisid 
to hear people cheering him *'us heartily as if he had been the Premier.” Ik* 
mystery was solved on hia alighting at his home. i>u the hack of the car had been 
pasted a placard reading ''Long Live Kev«>iution' lu bold type. Sir Kurma 
felt that this showed how respect for ofii iuts had been undermined by, perbap*. 
the wrong impreasion that any Congiesiiman iu the diatrict was now more powirftn 
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-av-so WT. 'sr I ns fbqbxbuiov bill 

nd ha hoped thet the Ministry would spere no peine to oheek thnt tiiud i 
thMr SMporters* 

Sir Bonne, who wee e former Minister, seid that He. 6 ororee had been laifed hf 
the pzefiooe Ministry, bat- this had now been dissipated by the Oongress who had ahw 
soppressed from the regolsr Budget sums osoaliy shown for oommutatioBi of pen- 
sions and so had a fictitious sorplus of Bs. 0,000, in what aotoally wm a dsMt 
Budget. He also criticised the lefelling down of the standard of living whidh was 
the present Ministry's policy, whereas every true economist knew that what was 
needed was the raising of the standard of living. *We have olnba, oinsmat and 
other amenities. The |»oor villager's only joy is his evening gisss of to-day, bat the 
Ministry are out to deprive him of this without offering any alternative." 

Dr. C. R, Reddi was critical of what he termed the Vekyll and Hfde** slsmsat 
in the Budget and about which it remained to be seen which woold eventoally 
overawe the other. 


Till Madras Prohibition Bill 

27th. SEPTEMBER Dr. P. T. Rajan^ Leader of the House annoonood that the 
Madras Prohibition Hill would be ready for consideration on the next day aa also 
other Bills pa.s.sed by the A.ssemblv. when the Industries Minister (Mr. K. K OirO 
sought leave to introduce the Bill Lirther to amend the Madras State Aid to Indoatriea 
Act. 

A Congress member raised a point of order as to whether the Miniatar, not being 
a member of the House, oould introduce the Bill. 

The Premier said that membrr.s of the Goverument could speak and otherwise 
take part in the business of the House except that they could not take part in 
the voting. 

The President ruled that Ministers, who were not members of the HottM, oonld 
take part in the business of the House, and also introdnoe Bills. 

29lh. SEPTEMBER The Council passed to-day the Bills relating to the 
amendment of the i^tato Aid to Industries Act, 1022, the Revenue Recovery hot of 
1864, and of the District Municipalities Act. 

A motion for consideration of the Prohibition Bill was also passed and the meaanre 
was discussed dauso by olause. 

The Bill had a gooil reception. It was moved by the Premier. Sir Mokam^i 
Usman congratulated the Premier for taking up the measure and said that tor eight 
years prohibition had been tried but with no suooess. A draetio meaaure ffke the 
one boforo thorn now was the only way of effectively countering the drink evil. 

The Premirr, Teplying. said that if the fiotnoes of a country depended on a 
vicious sourtre tltcy wvre Vuniiid to foreeo that revenue. It would be a double orima 
not to do so. The mousuro Wtin needed urgently. If it was put off for soma tuaa 
the financial diffioulty would increase in proportion to the rise in the exolia ravanua. 

As for the right of individual liberty, he pointed ont that oue OOttld not indulga 
in drinking wine and keep liis children away from the drink habit, at the same time. 
The State was the father of these children and would not allow them to be tpoilad. 

The Madras Prohibition Bill 

SOUi. SEPTEMBER The Prohibition Bill was passed by both the Houses of 
the liOgislsturo to-day. The Council held a night sitting in order to dispoaa 
of the Bill. Opposition members ubled many amendments, but all ware solidly 
negatived. 

. ''Congress Ministers arc not sufficiently experienced to draft a measure of tbia 
kind. They have not first-hand kaowledgo of the joys of drinking, let alooe its 
sorrows, to assist them," declared Dr. Saldanah. 

Sir K, K. Reddi said that he realized that it was useleu to rsisoo agaiaat an 
immobile Oovernmeut bloc, yet the Opposition would oontinue to oppose the Bill, 
in order to let the country realise the dangers of the moasure. “The object is ua- 
assailable", he declared. '‘It is the means to be adopted to aohitva that objeot whbh 
wo think bad." 

Mra. ffmeman protested against the "uawiso,^ avau daafom praoadoot" aal up 
by the Premier when he admitted that the wordiag of oaa alaaaa aright have haou 
ravbad and added that it was impcaalhi# la do It now aa it woaM aNsa a raferauoa 
to tbo Aaaombly. 
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lh» RriMiv (Mr. C. S^fagopalo^kari) in reply to Mre. flemuin’e protoet 
oMM MBO dooMe abont ahireog the oena of pioTing innooeaoe by eeyiog thei 
the pfBueutiott anst flnt proto ponoMion bofore toy aoooeed nM proto hio 
tiegoaoe of eeemoioa on the eeine principle that the police must prove that 
atioien wae nolen before the poeseeeor need proto whether he came by atolen 
fooda innooently. 

Maabera alao olneoted to the words *^rea8oiiabl6 grounds for suspicion” in Ciauae 8. 

Sir JT. V. RMi said : **AntthiDg is suspicious to some people. This Bill has 
■ore protisiona than the Griminal Code applies to the most serious crime of murder.” 
Otharo feared that a reign of terror would ensue but the Premier said that an 
eiao^ similar phraeo appeared in section 54 1. P. G. adding : ‘‘We hate lived under 
that (Jode for many years without terror”. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari said that the 
provision regardiim local newspaper advertisements ‘‘was wrung” from him against 
his will In ue Select Gommittee but *1 refused to give cinema slides the same 
oonoesaion beoaoae of all advertisement evils these do more to hluut the conscience 
and habitoate people to the thought that strong drinks are necessary to existence.” 

An amendment was moved to Clause 15, allowing priests to kei^p Communion 
wine. Ghtholio members felt that it was derogatory for priests to be compelled to 
eik for n 

The /Vemfsr ceid that there would be no inteiference with ancient religious 
praetioee but he feared that new religions would spring into being like mushrooms 
if n general exemption was given. The Premier next had a ^'dig” at absentee land- 
lords when the .liability of House and Estate owners to report breaches of the law 
wae ehallonged. He said that a landlord could not be excused from liability and 
added : **Bnt of oonrse if he is absent from tho estate attending races, he would not 
bo held liable.” 

^ With the end of tho Bill in sight the Premier seemed as happy as a school^boy 
foiim OB holiday and chided a young Opposition lawyer on forgetting a provision 
fa tho Criminal Prooedoro Code which, he said, stale and rusty practitioner like 
myaeR remembors.” Indeed, the facility with which the Premier quoted law to 
Opposition lawyora was an outstanding Teaturo of the debate. The .Premier said that 
the Bill limed at removing the temptation of drink, not punishing poor villagers. 

Sir Mohamwitd Usman gave the Bill his blessing and said that every great 
reform hid been aobieved in the face of great, difficulties. 

The Pramisr said that the Leader of the Opposition's blessing had hoartened 
him in the face of eo much scepticism. His Government was not going to use the 
”big lathi” but would try to convert the peoplo. In conclusion be said : '^This is a 
happy day Yor mej but tne achievement does not fome with the making of the law. 
It comes vritfa seeing the law ro.spected by all the social elerocuts among our people, 
That win Ae our aim.” 

Tbe was 32 in favour of the Bill and fivo against it. 

Isl. OCT0KB The question of salary cuts was raised iu the Council to-day by 
means of an inte^Uation to wkich the iTomier replied that the subject was tmder 
detaflod osasninaAioa and tho Qovornment's decisron would be announced in due 
oourie. fle assured the House fbat no cut would be imposed on fiensioDa. 

The House iwssed the 6'a^ of Cloth Bill and the Municipalities Amendmsnt BUI 
ai panted by the Assembly. Sir Hohamed Usown was assured by the Minister for 
Loom Adminiatration that the election of the Mavor and tho lieputv Mayor of 
Madras wofold be held as usual. 

The OMUicil was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

PooM— IMk & 21rt July 1937 

Eucnoir Of SpiAXts 

The Bombiy Legislative Aasembly met on the letb. July in the Council Htll^PooBi 
lor the first time under the new Constitution. The hon. Mr. IS. Q. Kk»r with hit 
oolleeniet were occupying the Treasury Benches and the whole Congress Part? 
Mt benind the Leader, clad in pure white Khaddar. Mr. K. t\ Nariman wiu 
sitting in a back bench. 

Sir Dkaiyt Shah Cwiper^ ex-Chief Mini.ster, was sitting in his nld seat in tin* 
third Opposition row. The hon. the I'ritne Minister was fiist sworn lu 
followed by his Cabinet. The swcahiig-in of members uomuieuced in the alphahn- 
tioal order, some taking their oaths in vernacular. All the puhliit gailerie.s, thn 
Speaker's ^ertes, and the corridors were full. Mr. JT. F. Nariman was given a 
great ovation aa he took the oath. After the oatb-takiiig eereruuu\\ the Assemhiv 
adjoamed till the 2l8t. 

2lit JULY Mr. O, V. Mavlankar (Congress) was iiDanimoiiKly elected Speaker 
thia afternoon, the three others having withdrawn. The announcement of tlm 
unanimona election was received with great acclamation and shouts of **MahatiQ« 
Qandbi Ki Jai." 

Aa soon as Mr. Mavlankar took the chair he announced that it was tho wish of 
tbo House that ‘Bande Mataram’* should be sung, which was then sung, the whole 
House, inclodiog the crowded galleries, standing up and manv joining in the singinv. 
Mr. Mavlankar was warmly congratulated by all sections of the House. Mr. B 0 
Khtr (Premier) being the first to do so. The House then adjourned Sine tiie. 

Bttdfet SeMion— Poona —nth. August— 23rd September 1937 

FiifAKCiAL Statement Fou 1937—38 

The First Budget oatimates for the year 1937-38 under the new India Act wai 
presented by the noo'ble Mr. A. B. Latthe^ tbe Finance Minister on the I7tb. 
Awgwel The following are the salient features 

A provision of Hs. 10 lakhs for tho improvement of water-supply in rural areai 
and Itt. 1 and a half lakhs for the development of village industries, remission of 
land revejne more than one year old. a permanent reduction of land revenue in 
certain areai to the extent of Rs. 5 lakhs, the abolition of 'grazing fees’ to the 
intent of Ha. 9 lakhs, primary measures towards prohibition which will afTect the 
rifinnea to the extent of Ks. 2 lakhs in 1937-38 and a provision of Ra. 40,000 as a 
farther grant during the remaiuiog mouths of this year for the educariun of 
Dapretsed Clasa. 

All these sums have been taken from the sarplus of 19!)6-37. Tbe budget cou- 
tMns no aurprises as the new Congress Cabinet have not got their feet tight ou tby 
ground, but the Hon’ hie Finance Minister dropped hopeful hints of future scope for 
the development of various schemes sod foreshadowed possibilities of great sooial 
welfare, economic development, and educational, agricultural sod indoatrial advance- 

Ac year opens with Rs. 1,06,16,000 cash opening balance, in addition to Ks. 60 
lakba in Government of India securities befoneiug to the Famine Relief Fond, 
12 and n half lakba of seouritieB in the Naaik uistillery depreciation reserve, 
Bo. 90 lakba in the Reserve Bank and Rs. 14 lakhs in variotui treasnrles, these 
being, however, earmarked funds, not avaitable for use. 

lEe tranaaotiona of the year are estimated to be 

Revenue receipts Rs. 11,99,55X00. 

Revenne ezpenditnre Rs. ll,l7;22,000. 

Revenue deficit Rs. 17,67,000 

Uapitel and debt heeds— 

ReoelptB Re. 1448^7,000 

DibImraeiDentt Rs. 14^8^7,000 

DaMt Rs. 85JOjDOO 
OW^ billnee Be. 82,90,000 
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ttae futons of Ris tatat siHmihis sod how lor nskliic a bagtoiioK 
io Moial wtUare and otbar nation-bnOfing aotifities he had to fall baiok upon the 
of the preiiont year. Hr. Lidhe aaid that what had bagui well waa halt 

Ihe yw doaee with a reTenna deficit of over 17 and a half lakha of mpeaa. 
Ihia defioit ia almost wholly dne to oertain non-recarrent items of expenditure 
which ^e Government regard aa legitimate charge against the sarplua of last year's 
aoooonl They have decided that while their more comprehensive meaaares of 
Booial wdfare and the financial meaaares necessary to enable them to be carried oat 
imait wait till next year, a start mast be made immediately with the help of last 
year’a aarplas. A provision of Rs. iQ lakhs has accordingly been made for the 
improvement of water-supply in rural areas and a provision of 1 and a half lakha 
for the development of village industries. The Government have also deoided that 
the arrears of land revenae more than one year old i. e. pertaining to the revenue 
years other than 1916-37, should, aa a special case this year, m remitted. It has 
been estimated that this will affect land revenue receipts to the extent of Ra. 6 
lakha this year and 5 lakhs next year. 

Among other measures decided upon by the Government are the permanent 
reduction of land revenue assessments in certain areas, a change in excise policy aa 
a l^inniim in the policy of prohibition, the abolition of grazing fees and the pro* 
vision of Rs. 40,000 as a further grant duri^ the remaining months of this year 
for the education of the Depressed Glasses. These items involve reeurreat reduo* 
tion of receipts or increase of expenditure, and in order to meet them, the Govern- 
ment have ordered a lump out in several heads of expenditure to the extent of 
roughly Be. 10 lakhs. The details of some of these cuts have yet to be worked out, 
but iu respect of 4 and a half lakhs the cut will operate on oontiogent expeudituco 
and on allowance to olRcera drawing more than Rs. 75 per month. 

Wjjuoxe AOAINST IxciTXSIlNT— ADJ. MotlOX 


ifilh. AUGUST The adjournment motion moved by Mr. 8, L. Karandikar^ the 
Whip of the Democrats, to disouss the Government communique of July 20, warn- 
ing oommunal leaders and papers gainst incitement, was lost without a division tOHlay 
after an hour and a half a discussion. 

The motion was opposed by the Muslims, Europeans and others who all aaeured 
the fullest oo-operation with the Oovernmeot in establishing harmonious relatione 
between the communities. Mir. Karandikar wanted to know why the oommunlqae 
wae issued so soon after the Miuiatry had t^en office. 

Mr. Abdul LatiU aoting Leader of the Muslim League Party, Sir John Aberorom- 
bie. Leader of the. European Group, and other Muslims and Hindus supported the 
Government’s Pul icy and assured their fullest co-operation. 

Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan declared that Hindu-MusUm unity was possible only 
through the Googress platform and stated that the Congress Alinistry was the beat 
fitted for the task. 

Mr. B, Q. Kherj the Premier pointed out the implications of the Government’s 
communique and assured thw Uouse that the Government would enforce their policy 
fnlly. Mr. K* M. Afunthi, Home Minister, explained at length the issue of the oonunu- 
nique which had been necessitated by the iuci'easingiy Inciting articles in both the 
Hindu and: the Muslim Press. He read out some excerpts aii<T reiterated the Oovern- 
meat's deaire to put down communal iucitemeut and establish iliudu-Muslim onity 
and concord. 

Gsnbb 4 l Discussion of Budobt 


General diacuaaion on the Budget was next initiated by Mr. Jamnadma Makta^ 
the interim Finance Minister, who deplored the attempt to ridicule the Interim 
MiniaCrr'e budget proposals. Mr. Mehta contrasted the laterim Ministry’s relief 
proneeeia of one crore and sixty-five lakhs with the twenty-nine lakhs now tad 
eriMaed the proposals for mral relief as having the speed of a snail. He hoped 
that deibiite proposaia would be placed next time. 


IMk AUGUST Aaturaaoea of unqualified support to the Gongress Ministry In 
flmir nMional welfare schemes were given by almost every party and group in the 
Itfilalaliire to-day. Muslim Laaguen, Chriattaot, Democrata, Progreaaivista were all one 
hi eengmtntiHng the Oongreae Ministry oa the right trend of ita budget pro po s als ^ 
Whili th» Labonr Party criticiaed the budget aa too slow and nrged speed, othan 
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eaationed apunsi* hasty reforms. All, however, promised sapport to Bie IGniatry to 
carry oat the policy outlined. 

br, Collaeo (Indian Chri.stian) congratulating the Ministry, hoped that the highly 
taxed Bombay would have relief, fie dii not believe iu Prohibition and advised the 
Government to go slow. He outlined a gradual process towards Pjrohibition*-replac- 
ing lioucr shops by toddy shops and replacing these latter iu the turn by liine- 
juice sn^s. 

Rao Bahadur G, K. Chitale ( Progressive Party) promised uustiuted sapport to the 
Ooveminent in their measaros for aroelior.atiiig tlie condition of the people. 

Mr. lamatl Ibrahim Chuuilrigar (Muslim League), assuring support deinred the 
immediate launching of the stdieihes. Mr. Moos iji Patel (Muslim League) also offered 
co-operation to the Ministry. Mr. I). S. L. Karaudiknr (Democrat) welcomed the 
budget proposals as a good beginning and hoped that expectations would be fulfilled. 
Mr. D. L, Ferreira (Indian Cliristian) 4‘otu'ratiilated the Ministry oa their fine 
budget proposals. Mr. S. V. l*arnl<l‘itr (Mitn;istHl the Governmeat vehemently for 
not going fast, and for wantiin: t:m * t*) (‘onsid M* proposals. ^Ifr. S. L. Jhainaala Ais- 
approved of the Labour policy of tin* (jorornuieiit. The house then adjoarned. 

20th. AUGUST .:~Calegorieully answering critics of the budget and refuting the 
allegations that the Cougmss Alinistiy had failed to implement their election promi- 
ses, Mr. the Pinam-e Minister, replied to the three day debate on 

the budgrt which coinduded tft-ilav. Mr. Latthe met almost every objection. He 
pointed out that every one forgot a fundamfintal thing, namely, that the 
Qovernineut of India x\ct limited the provincial Oovernmenta’ resources and made it 
impossiide to do aii>i.1)iiig tangible or valuable. He hoped that the House would 
give whoJchcarteil support Cor tbo retrenchment ps^posals and the nationalisation 
schemes so that there would .he ennngii money for nation- building projects. 

Earlier, Mr. O. Nawia^ Parliamentary Hecretary to the Premier, speaking on the 
Labour policy of the Goveromeut declared that the Oovarnment would do everything 
possible to imuiove substantially 4]io (;otidition of the workers and the peasants. This 
could not be dono in a day but lu) piiimised the quickest dospatoh. 

Mr. K. P. Nariman stated that the Gongress budgot was the first step towards 
achieving the Oiiigress objective of wrecking the Act. WlHi all the aoodwill of the 
people and the selflessness of th(* Afinistry, only so very IIHIn could be done for the 
people and this demonstrated the wi cudiediieas of the Aot Mr. Nariman appealed 
to tno Governor to have a voluntary cut iu his salary. 

Mrs. Tyahji congratulated tiu* Aliiiistry on behalf of Muslim women and invited 
attention to the special ueeds of Mu>:lim womeu. 

Mr. B, 0. Kher^ the Piemii;r, congratulated the Honse on tiie high level ot 
discussion and said that Bmnbay would lead the country on every matter. He con- 
gratulated the Speaker of tin/ Assembly on setting an example to other Provinces 
by not having Marshals. Mr. Kher acknowledged the many constructive suggestions 
that had been made and assured the House that given time, the Governmeat would 
come out witli their full proposals and schemes and iustifv themselveB. 

The House then adjourned till the 23rd. 

Si'RAKKR Avn Minhtxrh' Salahixs Bku. 

23rd. august Tln^ lirst Hills of the Oongress MinistTV, fixing the salaries 
and allowances of the Ministers, the Speaker and the President, were piloted by 
Mr. B. O. Khcr, the Pnmiier, and Mr. K. .If. ifirtwAi, the Homo Minister, anil 
MSMd three readings tliis afterriomi. 

Strong opjmsition was viMct*.! by Dr. Amlwikar^ Leniler of the Independent 
IjdKmritea, against the prineiple of th<f Hill while Democrat, Moslem and European 
crttioisnie appreciating the underlying spirit, dubbetl it impracticable. 

lliniaters salaries vev»v (i.vcd at Rs. 500, with a house allowance of Ra. 150 
monthly* as also those of the Speaker and the President. The salaries of the D^nty 
Speaker and the Deputy Picsident were fixed at Rs. 100 each monthly. 

Moving the rir.st nnidiiig of the 3Iintsters' Sitlaries ..Hill, Mr. Kher |K>inted out that 
looking at the condition of the country and tho heavy cost of administration, the 
Cabinet had dtn^ided on a Us. 500 salary with modest allowances; He was anre that 
the House would appreoiatu this spirit of retrenclimeiit. 

The correct principle underlying the Hill was service to the Motherland and self- 
aaorlficv, Si;, Kher ri'pfyiug fa cii«ivLvius, siud he added that service to the 

country could not be brought by any amount of money and could not be computed 
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ia tarma of cash. Mr. Kber referred Dr. Ambedkar to the declared principle of the 
Bill, viz.) not putting Urge sums of money in one's pocket but taking an opportunity 
to serve the country. Mr. Kber addod that the Bill did not vitiate the principle of 
Democracy and hoped that Dr. Ambedkar, who had served his community unflinob- 
inglyi would now begin serving his country. Pooueedin^, Mr. Kber said that Con- 
gress did not intend to remain in the saddle the moment it was known that it could 
not serve the people. 

The three re:i<iini;s were passed in 15 minutes. Mr. AT. V. Mun$ki iutroduced the 
Speaker’s Salary Dill which also {lassol the third reading. The House then adjourned. 

McMREits Removal or Disqualification Bill 

24th. AUGUST :--T))o Ministry scciiriMl an overwhelming victory against 
the Opposition v. )i.>n v<itiiig was pri*ssed on tlio liomhay Legislature Members 
(Removal of Disipialilication.s) Hill which was passe*!. An amendment moved by 
Kan Bahatiur \nv0‘ was tlno^rn out by 101 votes to 27. 

The Hill \v)ii* ]i was luovtvl by Mr. K. M. Mnmkiy Horne Minister, sought to 
remove the disqualifii-ations on account of being Parliamentary Secretaries to the 
Ministers, p.iii-rim»' professor.^ and lecturers in a <t>verriment Gdloge, and employees 
of state Railways wiicn choscii hy Railwray Uoious or any Ijahuur constituency. 

The amemimt^nt raoviMl hy Mr. Navle 'w’ant“ l lo remove the dis(|ualifioati<M ef 
Public Pro.seciitoi's, .Vssi.stant i’ublio Proseuutors. <v >yeM)m>*nt Ploadors and Aieteteut 
Government Pleaders, but it was defeated. Tho Kouso then a*ijouraod. 

VoTisii ON' Budget Demands— (1) Rkv. Demand 

2Sth. AUGUST : —Voling on budget demands commi.*uc«*d to-day. The Govern- 
ment’s rovcuuo policy, as also thoir policy of a'rioiilturai roconstruotion, was out- 
lined by Mr. Morarjj Dasaiy Minister for Kevonuo, Agriculture and Rual 
Reconstriictiun. replying to three cut motions on tho rovouno demand of Rs. 31 jikh a, 

A cut motion moved by Mr. J, Q, Mare regarding the policy of distribntUmM 
waste lands among tho landless labourers in the PreHidency was withtown WKK 
the Minister’s explanation that the Government had no iutention of giving even M 
inch of land to uon-ngriculturists and that the Government wore oonsiderief IM 
feasibility of introducing co-operative farming tti all waste lauds. 

Mr. Q. V. Parutekar moved a out of Ks. 100 to raise the wholo poliov regMWf 
remission to peasairts. Mr. Parulekar wantel lo know if remission would be flfW 
to wealthy peasants. u a 

The Minister agreed that remission should not He given to those who aid apt 
deserve it aiiri stated that as the law stood to-day, all would got remission ead the 
I^aw had to ho cliaogod before anything else could bo done. 

The cut motion was put to vote and lost . ii« i 

Mr. Parulekar moved anothor out motion to raiso the rinostion of Agnonitanl 
labourers and Hugge.sted that waste lands should be distributed among the laadleie 
labourers. 

Mr. Desai said that the Government were bound to consider the eoMtion and to 
provide food for all those in need of it He invito«l practical snggeetions to eom 
the problem and assure 1 the Moose that waste lauds would not be given to the 
undeserving or to non-agrioultnrists. 

The cut motion was Tost and the House adjourned. 

26lh. AUGUST The Government were tackling the serious problem of mral 
indobtedness and would try to solve it as far as possible, aseafed Mr. 
Morarji Desai, Revenue Minister, replying to the cut motion, moved yeMeiday hy 
Mr. S. V. Parulekar. Mr. Di'sai said thar tho Govornment wonld be brhi^iif in 
legislation in February or Maroh reganling fixity of tenure and added that the 
Qovernmnut wore cousidoriiig the question of dociaiing a moratorium but there wire 
many dilBcnlties. The Oovornfmiut had to provide credit to teoaota during the 
moratorium period. Tho motion was lost. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta^ former Kevoiiuo and Financo Minister, moved a token Olt 
under the same head to discus-s the need for tho early int^uotion of a MlMfi 
l^iag land revenue en a ntatutory basis aud relieving rural indebtedneM. fle Mid 
thM the revenue system in force in the Isst eighty years had baen a ndaaiable 
jUfaire and resulted in an indebtedness of eiekty-oae crores all over the Preeidenoy. 
The Land Revenue Oode required to be completely overhauled. 
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Mr. MtfhU's cut was pressed to o dtpiston and lost by 93 to 50 votos. The House 
then Toted the demand of Rs. 3i;25,000 

Mr. Mcrarji Dseat, the Ropenne Minister, statel that he had uo hesitation in 
saying that the Government were contemplating putting the land revniue system on 
a statutory basts. The Government would bring forward legislation iu March uoat. 
The House then adjourned. 

(2) Excise Demand 

21^k» AUGUST A full-dress debate on the extiise policy of tho Oovernment 
took place when the House considered the demand for a grant of Us. 32,36,000 made by 
Dr. Gilder^ Minister for Publio Health and Excise. I)r. Gilder declared that the 
policy of the Government was real prohibition, not prohibition ns an experiment in 
three selected areas— Gujerat, Maharashtra and Kartiatak. They wi’io also consider- 
ing the selection of an urban industriiU area for prohibition." The loss of revenue 
this ^ear would be Rs. 3,00,000 and next year it would he possible to enforce pro- 
hibition within three years aud expected that every member of the House would 
give co-operation. 

Members from every section of tho House participated in the di'bate. There was 
general agreement with the policy of the Government but one m>‘ni'oer asserted that 
drink was necessary for the working classes and another pointed out that the closing 
down of shops would not close mouths and warned tho Governmout against smug- 
gling and bootlegging. 

Mr. Khtdgikar moved that tho item of Rs. 18,000 and odd fur tho creation of 
additional posts in Ahmodabad Division should bo omitted from the giant. Hu 
referred to a sentenoe, ^“tho mill population is of a mixed aud turbulent type from 
the criminal point of view*', given under the demand for tho grant and said that it 
was objectionable. Ho wanted it to be withdrawn. 

Dr. Giider, replying, agreed that the language objected to shouM not have been 
used and the remarks would be expunged out of the motion and withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur Jan Mahomed^ Muslim Leaguer, moved a cut motion to discuss the 
exoise policy of the Government. He said that the League aimed at total prohibi- 
tion and thanked Mr. Gandhi for expounding tho Muslim principle regarding the 
drink evil. 

Inlying to the motion, Dr. Gilder announced the Govornmeut’s policy of total 

E rohibition. The Government had decided to try it in certain tainks and decided to 
ave it in dVagra and Jambusar talokas of Gujarat, in t^hcogan, Nevesa and Pathad- 
mahal in Maharashtra, and in Aukola and Kumta in Karnatak. Dr. Gilder detailed 
the Government’s difOcultios iu the way of enforcing their policy aud tho loss of 
revenue that would occur thereby, but the Government were going to enforce it all 
the same. He suggested the founding of temperance associations aud promised 
Government help for the same. 

The debate was not finished when the House rose. 

28th. AUGUST The Prohibition policy of tho Government came up for fur- 
ther discussion to-dav when the Mouse resumed consideration of tho cut motion 
moved yesterday by Mr. Jan Mahomed. 

Replying to tho debate, in which sevoral Muslims and others took part and 
assured support to tho Government, Dr, Gilder^ Minister fur Excise and Public 
Health, reiterated the Congress policy of complete prohibition. Hcferrin^; to tho 
speed with which prohibition would be achieved he pointed out the conflicting cri- 
ticism of Government policy, some holding it too fast and some others too slow. 
Ur. Gilder said the Congress was a heavy body and it was difficult for it to take a 
deoision in haste because it made a careful study of a question and after delibera- 
ti^ oame to a decision. ’'After the decision, it begins to move with tho speed of a 
hurlock cart, then attains the speed of a Flying Ranee and terminates with the speed 
of an aeroplane”. He hoped there would be complete prohibition in Bombay within 
three years. 

Earlier in the debate, Mr. S, K, Paiil (Congress), supporting the Government’s 
policy, said, prohibitioa had proved a failure in U. S. A., because there was not 
enou^ pnUie opinion in its favour and that was why tho Bombay Oovernment 
insisted on to mnen propaganda and ednoatioo. 

Sewal Muslims spoke sapportinc the prohibition policy and expressing their 
wIllingniMB to help the Miaislry to doTiae measures to make up the loss. 
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Rao Bahadur Ohitde (Pro-Om^'ioss) sai<i the loss involvuJ throuj^h prohibition 
would bo Dine orores, three crores for the Oovernmuot, throe for the liquor inter- 
ests and three fur the people, lie was opposed to piohibitiou if it wore to be 
introdoued now and here. 

Mr. Deaai, Reveuue Minister, adverted to the incorreot ar;;uinent advanced against 
total prohibition and said in a tropical country like India liquor harmed the physi- 
cal. mental and moral life of those who drank. Along with drink criminal onence.s 
also increased. Ue concluded that once prohibition succeedt*<i in Bombay it would 
spread like anytliing. 

Mr. Gilder^ replying, assured the House that religious scrui>i<‘s would be respected. 
He Btated he had noted 45 suggestions dining the discussi'uis and every one of 
4if them wouid rojeivc cuKdul coii.siderattoa. He would like to ii.ive the co-operattou 
td liquor interests also uni wiiill welooine suggtslious fioin tiifiii as to how to day 
trees could be belter inadi; use of. The Miuistei* could uot give out tlie secret of 
the budget six monllis ahead by lovcaiiug how the Crovornmi'iit were going to make 
^•jod the hiss 111 roviMiue. J)r. <n!der iiUem;.] te t.io loss i.i reveuue of eight and 
a quarter eroros iueurn> i by tlu H >veruuio:il of India leu yuai.i ago owing to their 
o|iium |i()iicy and he saw no reason why th-j Bjiubuy vioveruunuii slioiitd nut survivo 
after the lo.^s of three and a half crores. 

The cut motion was with Iraw’u. Tire House uvljourued till the IlOtli. 

(3) iNDU.STItY Dew AM) 

30th. AUGUST The industrial policy of the Govei nnituit was out' lined to-day 
by Mr. L. M, Pnlfi, MiiiisUw for Local Solf-tloviuuitniuit and Industries, when the 
Assembly discussed ilie demand made by him .for Us. 9,3o,'JU0 in liiis counectiou. 

Mr. iV. /). Saklattralu (Homhay mi!i>owner.s) moved a token cut of Ks. 1(10 with 
a new 1 1 getting a clearer eiiu ioiatiou of the tdoverumenrh iiidu.stnal p ilicy. Ho 
pointed out that the (tovernmont should keep in close touch with iudnstriai matters, 
including nationalisation. Me welcomed the ‘}>iovi.siun made tor the development of 
village iii'liistries and urged that the IiidustrteK Depanneut slnuld move quiokor. 
He said that th«i (ioverumeut should take greater interest m the devoiopineiil of 
fisheries and industrial resoareh and declared that the best solution to got out of 
till! vicious cirelo of want of revenue and over-taxati iU was to develop the industries 
which would increase the wealth of the IVovince. 

.Mr. A'. F. Aatituan, hpeakiiig on the motion, said that the Industries Depart- 
ment was the most imfiortant of the nation -tmiidiug ileparLmeiits, but one which liad 
boon stilled so long iin<ler tiie old regime that iudjgoiioiis iiiiiiistnes could not grow 
due to foreign competition, either from Japan or hom Eiigiand. btf'O.ssiug the need 
for 'btate aid to iudusiries, Mr. Nariman cited ex.unpk'S of step-fOoHiurly treatment 
•luring reoeiit years. Ten a|ip!ications for a loan O) ludp iho start of new iodus- 
triiS had been made to the (iovcriiinent, tiic aggregate luiiouiit asked for being 
fi-i. 51,CXX). '^riie magnificent amount of the loan given was Us. 1,6J0". Mr. 
Nai'inuiu sugge.ste l that the UovernmeDt should .start an icditstrial mnseum ior the 
development ut iiidii.stries. There were hundreds of young men whoso taienta could 
he used. Ho said that th** amount left by tlio late Mr. F. K. DinsYiaw for starting 
a new wing for the Bombay Mu.simm could he inseii for an ludusUial museum. 

Mr. Muganlal Ghia (Indian Merchants’ Chamber^ said that a committee of 
experts and industrialists should bo appointed t>> prepare the scheme of village 
industries' development for wiiicli a lakh and a half had Iwen provide<l. Me suggest- 
ed that industries like pottery, laiiuery, soap, metal works and match-making could 
bo immediately t-'ken on liaiid. 

Mr. 8, V. Parulekar (Labour), cntici.sing thu CTOvemment s village iadustries 
policy as reactionary, said ttiat it was going back to iho period before the Industrial 
Revolution. Ho stattHl there was Jiothiug wroug in maeiiiuery. It was a viciunr 
of Mau over Nature, it was ouly bad when it wiei in tlie hands of privatii 
individuals and when all did net btnielit hy ii. If the 6ute took over tho machines, 
all could bo happy. Mr. Baruickar suggested thu development of industrias on 
modem lines with the help of tScieuoe. Ilo {loiutetl out that there was a curious 
anomaly of poverty amidst plenty and said that tho Goverumunt, through their policy, 
wanted to perpetuate that poverty. Would U bo pro|»er to ask villagers to work the 
charka for twelve hours and earn one aouaV It was not progress but a reveraion 
to barbarian days. While to-day villagers were surving with leisure, tboy would 
only starve without leisure if they took to the charka. 
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Mr. MdKnmed MilHa (Muslim Lea^tio) said ho was against appointing an 
Industrial Board as suggested by Mr. 8. D. Saklatwala. Ho thought that it eouM 
serve no useful purpose. 

Mr. 8. a. I'r^ter (Progressive Party) supported tlie idea of starting an industrial 
wing of tbo Itomhay .MustMirn. What was needed was six or nine lakhs of rupij^s 
for Diiiiding fitii poses ami fifty or sixty thousand rupees yearly. The Museum would 
be a teaching and research institute. 

Mr. L. M. FatiL the Minister, replying to the debate answered the criticisms 
that his policy of village industries was opposed l(» the industrial pr.igress of th.» 
Presidonev. Ife pointed out that the tfoveniment were only co-or^iinaMng intetesis 
and atatiHi that the (jovernment were much concerned with iiulustrial prosperity 
and progress. 

After the .Minister’s claritication, tho cut motion wis with drawn by Mr. 8. 1>. 
Saklatwala. The House then a<ljourned. 

(4) Mki*1(‘al Dkmani) 

lit. SEPTEMBER The Medical policy and programiue of the riovcrumciif \v:k 
dlKuussed to-day in the Assembly wiii(*!i c.onsi.ii'Veii the •{••inand of Bs. :i7.}7.iXn 

made under the Head “Medical Holier* by l>r. Oi/dcr, Minis’ei for Piii»lic Hc;ilili 
and Excise. A cut rnotion, raising tin* iiiaiicqu.ti\v of medical relief in rural arc.iN. 
'~as pressed to a division ami defeated by 92 votes to 59. 

Incidentally, the Si‘cn?t.iry of State of India's circular to the Provincial Govern- 
ment, regarding tht* a|M»ointuu*Mt of f. M. S. OIR’crs. was severely critieiseil. i»r. 
Coiaeo < Progressive Party) moved for a cut of Hs. 70,1KX) from the total 

of Rs. l,29,fXX) for Superiiitcndeuts and saui that the .salary of the Surgcon-iieneiiil 
was uuvotablo and hemro he proposed not to give him anything votahle. Dr. (Jolaco 
attacked the policy of forcing I. M. S. Officers of Provincial tioveruments and 
wanted the Minister to make a r<‘pr<*st*i)t.iiioii to tlo) prtp rr (piarhus. 

Mr. A'. F. fJarimaii supported tho spirit in which the cut motion was made and 
condemned the «.!ireulnr of the 8e« rotary of Stati) as a jinn in of intolerable inter- 
ference with the Autonomous Ihovtuces. He addc*d tli.it it was a rpuistion of national 
aelf-respi'ct, national humiliation and racial disuriininati >a. Mr. Narim.in hold liuit 

tho direction of the Societary of Slate regarding 1. M. S. tlfficeri was a most 

bumilisting, insulting and impiMtinent doiotinent bu'>ed on racial disiu’imination. 
**There was everything for Kuropeans. There wor»» posts resiuved, thme were olnhs 
reserved, there were even graveyard.s n.'served for Europeans to the detriment of 
the Indians”. 

Dr, ill Hu* imirst' of liis n*ply, .said Hial In* had not changed his views 

since coming over to the 'Ireasury BemdicK. Ho promised the- House that Im 
would repiesinit tlie inatUT tn the trevomiuent of Imiia with as mm-li forei» as 
possihio ami if nothing came out of it it w.as open to the House to do what it liked. 
He wisiied the cut inotiou t<i be withdrawn, whiv It was done. 

Anotlier niotion, moved by Mr. /.smtiil Chmidrirtur (Moslem League) raised tlm 
quc.stioR of till* inadequacy ol inedu'al relief in the mofussil. .Mr. Jtitfiniidits .\/>‘ht i 
sneaking on tiui motion, criticised th»» meagre provision made for rural lehcf whilo 
pmgiiL*, cholera^ smallpox and inai.tri.i wen* raking toll ('Vi'iy day. Ho asked what 
the Govcrnimuit were iloiug with the reserve of S.’J laklis. The House would support 
the Oovernment even if they spi*nt all that amount on medical ri'lief ami would not 
hesitate to support them if they raise 1 a loan for the same purpose. 

Hcveral Opposition .Memheis .Mipporleil the cut inoti'tri. |)r. r saiil that 

public licalth and inivlical n*licf wore preventivo ami cuiativt* ami could not bA 
separated. He was thinking of reorgan fsing compicti'ly both d(‘panmcnts as no 
food woubl result from tinkering with tho question. He would behin} long bring 
forward proposals whicli wouM revolutionise mi'di'-al relief in the l*i''sidi*my. Ho 
IVOald be coming before tho House for a supplementary grunt of a lakh of rupees, 
out of which Ks. 95,000 would go to the mofussil. He had also decided to see 
that th(we who had training in Ayurveda got their names registered and that the 
registoriiig authority also loukisi to tho education of those who wanted to learn 
Ayurveda. The (iovernmoit were also committed to the cucouragemont and 
improvement of both tho Ayurveda and TTnani systems. The main, real difficulty 
of the Ooverninont was finance. He thought that * it was the duty of Local BoarUii 
to ^ve medical relief. The out motion was voted upon and defeated. 

Mr. JUirsa Akhtar HasBou moved a token cut to discuss the general policy with 
particular referesce to grants lor medical purposes. Mr. Hassan suggested to 
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the GoTemment to give grants to Ayurvoda and Uoani Schools. The Houae 
then adjoamed. 

2ndl. SEPTEMBER : — Mr. 8. If. Jkahwala Raid thnf thu hasio idoa of allopathic 
practitioners seemed to b.? to make a profit He snggostiH] that the Government 
should encourage Ayurveda and Unani systems. 

Mr. Moosaji PatH (Muslim LeagiuO thought that tn>atmont by Vaids and Hakims 
was cheaper than (hat by allopathic dooMrs. Ho iMtei tlie examidos-of Madras and 
the United ProviiKJcs where encoura^' inent was giv:<n to thf iiidiKuiiona systems. Ho 
referred to the College started by the Mair.is CJovi'ininent for .^viirveda and suggest- 
ed that graduates of Hakim Ajma! Kliau\s Collogi\ Delhi, should' be engiigod till the 
Government started their own colb'ge. 

After several others had s|Mtk"n on the motio:). Dr. OiUler, Minister in cliaijte, 
replying, said that ilie (lovernmcnt had no ‘•tan l.nd by which to lest whether Vaids 
or Hakims were qu:>!ifi* il. 'I’he Homhay Medi*?al Council, a statutory ho«ly, was only 
coQCcrutid with a!lo|iratiii; 'loctors fho-igh it might give ati opinion in' regaid to the 
Ayurvetla and Unani systems. The G.eeiMiment had ili.rided to enenurage both the 
systems and, during the mwt session, legislation in tlnit ri spect might ho expected. 
The Ooverninent .also tiad to (•oiisider wludhor tin* same Medii al I'ouiieil would do or 
whether they sh riii I luive a .s'*pir;ii*' otnnn-.d no Ayurveda ai, ! Unani. He stated 
that though tlnne wore cuts in all d«q»artm *nfs. including e«lne itioii, there was no 
out in medical expoa liiu:'* ovk'm during tlu? Iinauei.il stt iiig<-ii(ty. Dr. Culder roferriHi 
to the Indian ' satin r\ of tlie nursing s-rvic*' and said that whimevnr there was a 
variancy, Indian iiu»s-‘s w'ould K* appoin; •.!. Th ' < i iv'.M nmnit were a! ;•» eonsidcriag 
svmpathotically the qut'sriMti of tnuisreiriu ; civil hospitals to lineal Bodies such as 
District Hoards and Muniidpalitio.s. 

Mr. Mirza Akhtar fimsain withdrew his cut motion in vi«'W of tlio Minister 
promising to bring legislation in February next. The House tinm agreed to tlio 
demand of Ks. 37, 47, 000 for Medical Relief. 

(5) Public IIraltii Demand 

Dr. Gt7(ier theu uiade a demand for 29,87,000 under Public Health. 

Mr. R. R. BoU (.\mbcclkarite) moved a token cut to raise the question of water* 
RUpply for tlio Scheduled Cla.sscs. He said that if there had boon a Harijan memW 
in the Cabinet, he would have appreciated tho difficulties of the HarijauH. The 
whole admiaistratioif wus pervaded by the upper class mentality which was against 
the untouohablcs. The lirst duty of the Congress .Ministry was to soeiiru human 
facilities, »auh as water supply for the Harijaiis and a provision of Ifs. 10 lakhs for 
the same as paltrv. M". Hole iioiiitcKl out That there were 1,100 villagus which had 
no wells in the Pre-sideney and suggested that tho whoh* of tho ten lakhs should be 
spent oix.tlie liaiijans belialf. He fh^;Iared that thi* UovciDraent should take care 
of Harijaus as a mother would and not ai* an .lyali. 

Dr. tiUilfr, replying to tho (M'itiotsins ugainst tlk«9 Uovei nment, said that a separate 
grant of Us. iOjJUU was provided in rhtt Hodget for water-supply to the Scheduled 
Classes. The Uovernineiit had piissed a n»soluiion that all wells should bo thrown 
open and they had gone t4) the extent of telling the Disitict and i/)cal Hoarda that 
their grants irouM biS stopjicfi' if Hartjan.s wen; not ailoweil to use them. It appeared 
there* was nothing wrung wilh tho (iovernment but witlt the agnney through wliioli 
the grants were raadi:. The Oovornment proposed t(> employ a ditftwoni machinery 
to duvise ways aud moans of utilising th«) te.ii lakhs. It would be Kpent, according 
to the advice of a Committeo for each district, coTisisiiug rif tho Oolicctor of the 
Distriot, thu President of tins l/ical Jtoard, the mrinbera of the liCgiAiature from 
the district, of whatever party, tho Backward Classes Officer and certain social 
workers. Dr. Gilder assured the House that the Ircficdulcd Cia.sscfi would receive 
bis first sympathetic oouskleratiou. 

Mr. Bole then withdrew the cut motion. 

Boo Bahadur NavU moved a token cut to discuHS the ina<h*quat‘y of Ooveroment 
grants to District and Iiocal Hoards as far as public health was coucemed. The 
House then adjourned. 

3rd. bEPTEMBn Mr. W. W, Rusnel (Progressivo Party), sapporting the 
out, stated that bis party was of opinion that the Department of Pnblic Health and 
the Medical Department should be amalgamated. He suggested that there should 
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be oae olBoer for public hMhb for one district iastasd ot four or Sva for the 
whole Presidenoy. 

Mrs. lAlavati MunM (ConKross) suggested thst mtllowuers should have more 
creches in their mills for the beaefit of workiug oltss women. The OoTernment 
should find out why some creches were not made use of by women. She bought 
it was the duty of the State to take care of the childreo. She also simgested that 
the Goverumeut should take steps to prevent infection through dust m mills and 
factories. She ftlrther suggested that the Oovernment should distribute aati-dog 
and snake-bite serums to every village. 

ptn Volaco favouretl the amalgamation of the Pnolic Health and Medioid Depart- 
ments in the interests of economy and efficiency. He suggested that quinine should 
be more freelv distributed and the Oovernment should try to have chineona planta- 
tions in the Presideuoy. Dr. Oolaco also favoured the postponement for a year of 
the Prohibition programme and devoting Rs. 30 lakhs to improving pnblic health in 
the Presidenev. 

Mrs. Annapumabai Deahmukh (Congress) stated that the question of public 
health oame after the proper care of chilaron about to be. bjrn. suggested that 
there should be a maternity home for every Five miles, with nurses. She suggested 
ihst the Minister of HesHh should find out why the children at present were so 
weak and their physique so bad. 

Dc. Oildar, Ministar for Publio Health, replying, said it was essential that both 
the preventive and onrative departments should work in co-operation. Speaking 
abont bettering the pnblio health tn the Presidency, Dr. Gilder said he was moving 
with as mneh speed as possible in that direction. :R8. .10,000 had been provided for 
the employment of 28 •medical officers four months •back to go round the malarial 
diatriota. The Government had also provided Rs. 48,000 for the purchase of qninine 
daring the ,ycM\ of whioh Bs. 19,000 .worth would be distributed freely. There were 
ten epidemic officials who would rush to any place where there was an epidemic 
and tneae offioers would jge round and exsmino public Ihealth in villages when Hiere 
was ao epidemic. At present the queetion of akarting District Health Boards wae 
under the oonsideration of the >Oovernraent Steps would be taken for the eradioa- 
tioB of maea worms from wells. A Modern Health Udit would be started and the 
Bockefwer IVmadation bad premised to help in this oonneotioD. the preventive 
neoHon had te be looked after by the Govaimment while fhe onmtive could be handed 
aver to Local Boards. 

Aoo Bahadur Navla withdrew the out motion and the Mouse approved of a graat 
of Bs. »;87.000 for Public Health. 

Edtoitxok Diiund 

Mr. B O. Kher, the Premier, then made a demand tor the grant aS one erore 
fifty-eae lakhs tnd ninety-seven thousand rupees for Edaeatien in the Prealdenoy. 

Mr. B. H. Prater ^Progress) moved a token cut to discuss -seoendary .education 
and the educational pdioy of the Ooveramaut. He said that the present system of 
aeooBdary eduoatiou seemed only to cram np fitudents for the Ifatrienlation exami- 
natioo. There was a good deal of wasti^c in the system and be nnggested Shat the 
whole system should be reorganised and reooastnioted to give it a vocational hiss. 

Mr. K, F. Nartmaii^ speaking on the aeed for revdatianiaing the ot 
education, said what was needed was a national outlook in education. Tne ebjeot 
of the educational system so far had been to make Indian young men money-making 
machines and loyalist citiiens. What was needed was training for patriotic and 
national citisenship. He hoped that the whole system would be revomtioniaed so 
that future generatiooa would consist of patriotic and national-ffliaded men with 
oouragp and initiative. The House at this stage adjourned. 

4kh. SEPTEMBER The general lines of the Oovernment policy in ref^ to 
secondary ednoatlon was ontUned by Mr. B. G. Ctor, Minister in charge of Bduot- 
ttoa In reply to a ont motion to-day. The Premier said that at present the Oovenunmit 
weie atUl haviu their scheme under formulation, the details of which were not yto 
cm and diy. He stated that ednoatioa, the most important feature of aation-baildiBig 
in the presidency would he based on a purely national and awadesiu 

At ton ontaat Mr. S. JT. Patii (Gongreas) oontrastod the examples of Tmlmy sn4 
Rnasto which, mhia a period of abont twenty yeira,had ovetoaniid toe whole nyoM 
)t edaeation and made t tomends ns progresa. 
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Bao Bahadur 0. R, ChitaU (Progressive Party) thought there was nothing mnoh 
wrong about the present system of secondary education which produced DMabhoy 
Naoroji, Phirozeshah Mehti^ Ranade and others. He held that the main purpose of 
education was character-building, teaching reverence to elders, and asked if that was 
nnnational education. The foundation of the old system of education was teaching 
reverence to God, King and Gouutry. He concluded that the House should not 
forget that Mr. Gandhi himself was the product of that old system of education. 

Mr. Kher, replying, appreciated the spirit of helpful criticism and said he could 
only indicate the general outlines of the Government policy. In a country like 
Inma national education would receive all consideration at the hands of the Govern- 
ment. He said a purely national and swadeshi system of education would 
he evolved on the floor of the House without copying from other countries. He de- 
clared that the salvation of India depended on the right typo of education based on 
high national patriotic lines. He continued that the Government intended having a 
full time high school in each district. The Government, adopting the recommenda- 
tion of the Thomas Committee, proposed abolishing the Government schools and 
supporting aided schools as also the transferring of secondary schools to private 
bodies many of which were conducting schools on efficient lines. 

Mr. Kher announced the policy of the Government, namely, that all Government- 
managed middle schools would be transferred during the course of three years to 
other agencies. Government would see that those at present employed in schools 
were absorbed. Government would also take particular care to see that the educa- 
tion of backward and other minorities did not suffer. A large amount, saved in this 
way, would be spent on the development of secondary education. The Government 
would pay due regard to higher education. It would provide facilities for vooational 
training. The prospects and status of teachers would be improved and a provident 
fund system instituted. The Government were also considering changing 
the medium of instruction, though Mr. Kher himself was not against English. 
The Government were also thinking of introducing manual work in schools and 
considering the question of reducing the period of twelve years between primary 
and matriculation examination. " 

Mr. B. TKakore (Congress) was for changing the medinm of instruction. He said 
no other country in the world taught its children in a foreign language. 

Mr. Jhakwala thought that the education imparted should be such as would 
develop a sense of free thought, equality and equity. He did not favour the over- 
haul of the present system of education, but wanted the complete destruction of the 
system whicn was based on capitalism. 

Mr. Ismail Chundrigar stated that the present Hindu-Muslim differences were 
doe to the misteaching of Indian history. The Government should take oare that 
history was properly taught The curriculum should be such as to lead to a fusion of 
both the communities. 

Mr. Shaik Mahomed Baaan declared that the interest of the fatherland should 
not be forgotten by students. Mr. B. H. Varale pointed out difficulties experienced 
by Harijan boys and wanted better facilities for free scholarships. The out motion 
was^withdrawn. The House then adjourned till tieptember 13. 

SurPLXMENTART GrANTS VoTED 

13th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly h<.cl a short sitting to-day. The Hon'ble 
Mr. B. Q, Kher made a supplementary demand for Ks. 10,(XX)— which was granted— *for 
soientifio departments under **£ducation*\ The amount was intended as a non- 
recurring grant for the Natural History Section of the Prince of Wales Museum, 
^mbay. 

The House granted the demand of the Hon. Dr. Gilder, Minister for Health, for 
a lakh of rupees under **Medical Services.** The Minister said that the (Government 
had decided to provide this sum in response to the demand by all seotions of the 
House for expenditure on the equipment of mofussil hospitals. 

Dr. Gilder made another demand, also approved, for Rs. 2,3(X) under ^Tublio 

Health.** 

Govt. Policy About Prxiurt Eduoahon 

14lli. SEPTEMBER :->A oategorical assurance from the Premier and Ednoation 
MMiater, the Hon. Mr. B. G. Kher, that the (Gongrem Government would do their 
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la the Butter o< the edneetton of Harijeae wee elioited ia the AueuMy tonUy 
when it reBomed the consideration of budget grants. The Hon. Mr. Kher made the 
following statement on the GoTemmenfs pencj abont primary cdnoation in the 
oonrse of ^ debate : 

np preMnt administration of primary edocation by School Boards haring failed 
to yield satisfactory resnlts, the farther policy of the OoTernment will be to 
the necessary legislation on the following lines : (a) to orerhanl the machinery of 
primary edocation ; (S) to assame more control than they hare at present o?er 
matters relating to ednoation with a view to improving its qaality. 

(2 1 The Government will take early steps to make provisions for the extension 
of free oompnlsory primary education and will, among other things, invite and enlist 
volnntary efforts in carding out their educational programme. 

(S) Physical education will form an integral part of the scheme of edocation. 

(4) Manual work, that is, creative manual activity of diverse kinds, will form 
part of the ourricuium of every school and care will be taken that as far as possible 
olMIden attending schools are not weaned altogether from their hereditary ocoupatioas. 

Beplying to a out piotion of Rs. 1,000, moved by Mr. D. G. Jadhav to raise the 
^estion of the employment of depressed-classes teachers in schools. Hr. Kher said 
that since the Congress Ministry had taken their inimiration from him, who felt most 
tor the depressed classes, he could assure the House that the Government would 

K * re their best consideration to the matter and do all they could for the fiarijans. 

e Premier cited figures to show that the number of Harijan teachers was increas- 
ing and that many facilities were being offered to them. 

Mr. Jadhav^ moving the cut motion, wanted to know what the present Govern- 
ment intended doingtor the spread of education among the Harijans. The budget 
allotment of Rs. 40J900 was inadequate for a population of 37 lakhs of Harijans. 

On the Premiers assurance, Ifr. Jadhav withdrew his out motion. 

Mr. J. G. Mere then moved a cut df Bs. 100 to raise the question of grants to 
local ladies, for primary education. He complained of the serious shortcomings in 
the Primary Education Act of 19^3 and held that gchool Boards were fostering oom- 
munalism and should not be in charge of primary education. He also wanted that 
the Government’s policy of prohibition should not affect education and pleaded for 
the removfd of the eight per cent cut In the grants to local bodies. 

Beplying to the debate, the Hon’ble Mr. B. G. Kher said that the Government 
were considering the question of overhauling the whole system of education. Their 
scheme would be presented as soon as possible. Regarding communal representation, 
the Premier said that the Government had not decided anything yet and do anything 
against the interest of any community. Mr. More pressed his motion which was lost 
by 93 votes to 52. The entire demand was then granted by the House. 

Govt. Pouot Rb. Civil Dbertus 

Mr. 8. V, JFaruhkar (Ambedkarite) next moved a cut motion under ^^Hosse Depart- 
ment expenses” and raised the question of civil liberties. He congratulated the 
Hon. Mr. E. M. Munshi on the release of politicals and the lifting of the ban on 9t7 
asBOoiationa but he expressed disappointment that restrictions on labour wockers still 
exisM. The discussion had not finished when the House adjourned. 

IM. SEPTEMBER :-Benrding. the Bombay Government’s policy in connection 
with civil libertiee, the Hon. Mr. JT. if. Munehi^ Home Minister, hi a alatemaat in 
the Aseembiy, said 

**The (Sovemment are aware of the sentiment of members of the Honse on the 
qaeetioQ of orders restricting the movement of certain persons under the Emergenoy 
ppwere Aot Letters and resolutions conveying similar sentimenta have also bem 
received by the Prime Minister and myself. The Government webome this expie- 
ealon of public opinion as it provides an index to the minds of the people on whose 
goodwill and oonfidenoe alone can they depend for their existence and for propoHy 
oarrying on the itfaire of the Presidency. The Governmeut are fully aware of the 
ple^ea given by Oougress in its election manifesto and so far as they have done 
^ir beet to oarry out both the letter and spirit of those pledges. 

**lhe Government will also farther endeavour to oontinne to carry onl theoo 
^edgea to the beat of their ability. The tow oases which have been left to be 
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oQBsidaNd. nqnin the most oirefol oonnderatioa at the hands of the* OoTtiamaiit 
partioolarly in-yiew- of the fact that these peiaons and organisations hayeoontraota in 
more Uian one Proyinoe in Ihdia. This oonsideration, therefore, is bound to take 
some time; The Government will reqnest the Honse to be pattent with those who 
hate been sndtteniy called npon to discnaige the onerons dadim of oIBhe; 

*^The Government want to make it olear that they propose to ML Mk the 
emergency legislation as early as possible tb the eatent to which it is Ibgallgr poasHklb 
to do so. A (Government by Oongressmen. pledged under the Oongcess Gonsfimioft to 
non-violence in the struggle for Creedbnu in our opinion, shouidoe the last to resort 
to emergency legislation in normal times. They have to prove by their aotions that 
ttoy can preserve peace bettor bv moral authority rather than by the nae force. 
In diis endeavour to establish the moral authority of the Government, they rely 
npon the- goodwill and the active support of all oonoerned. 

»<An nnequivooal asHurance that the GougreM Goverumeat stood by every word 
that had been said in the election manifesto and would endeavour to oarcy onk Bie 
pladgea to the best of their ability’ , was the conclusion of the Horn. Ki. linMi. 

IBr. Ifnnshi said that the Congress stood* foe democracy. Its fsitk in torn vieloaoe 
was unshaken and unshakable. It was not only its policy bat its oresA 

Oheers greeted tho Minister's announcement that so Ihng aa the OsMsas Gov- 
ornmeat were in ponrer, no< pcUtioal' worker would either be haodoiiui, taken in 
streets or tied in ropes like a wild eriminal. If such a thing hMpendbd^ tho fnllest 
power of the Goverameut would be brought to bear ou the omoer. The Goimreas 
Oovemment were very aoxiouH to see that no iujustioe was done to any politioid 
worker. BegarUiug the loyahy ef the Scrvic^ Mr. Munshi said that tiaea the day 
they took office^ thi' Seevioes bad worked with the utmost loyaltv and spontaaaiety. 
Be did not doubt that they would oocutinue to do so but if there sbonld be a eooAlot, 
there was no need to say which side would win. 

Alter enumecating what the Gongresa Government had done so far sinoo thsv 
took office, the releasing of poGticals, the refund of seouril^ eto., Mr. Mnnehl, 
amidit cheers, anncunced that the Oovernoient had decided to oaaoel the restilotivo 
orders against tire Jisbaar Fea/fers, Mossrs. M. N. Miara, 8. 1>. Kbsii, Auantaabari, 
H. D. Rajah, K. C. Gupta and K. N. Jogtekar and he also anaonnoed the remiaiion 
of the seateace qq Qegate. 

The cat motion of Mr. S, K Parulek^r was pressed to a division and lost 

The general discussiou then concluded and all tho demands were approved. The 
Honse then Adjonriiod. 

MeMBUIS’ SiLiBlES Biu» 


IBik SEPTEMBER The Assembly oonsidered two Ooveramont Bills to-day, 
pasaed one with all three readings in quick snocesiton, then took up the Membara* 
Salaries Bill, the coosideration of which had not oonolnded when the flonae roae 
for the day. 

The Hon. Mr. K. M. MtmM introdnoed the Members’ Salaries Bill, providing a 
salary of Ba. 75 a month, a daily allowance at the rate of Bs. 3 for attending a 
meeting of the Legislature or a committee of the Chamber and a travelling aUowanoe 
at a rate not exceeding the doable faro for such a class provided on the railway or tho 
steamer as might be prescribed by the Provincial Oovemment 

An amendment moved by Mr. A, K Ckiire^ inereasing the salary to Be. 160, 
raised an interesting point of order whether each an amendment which Involvod a 
charge on Provincial Revenaes could be moved without the previons oonaent of 
H. & the Governor. 

Mr. Maifsks, replying to the debate on the point of order, said that an amend- 
ment to n Bill at the time of its seoond reading could be allowed aa it dlf not need 
the previous sanction of the Governor, bnt just nefore the third readlxig, the amend- 
ment would have to receive the cooseot or the sanotion of the Governor. Ho 

£ »inted ont that if the amendment was accepted, it would mean an additional espen- 
tnre of Ba. 2,30,000 and suted it was not correct to sty that allowances wm a 
oompenaation for pnblic work done by the members. They only oonstitnted a plo- 
lision for legislative work. The amendment was lost. 

Another amendment by Mr. O. K. /Whs that the aalarj be Bs. 100 wie also 
kmt M alao an amendment by Mr. Ckim^ anggestkag an aHowaaoo of Bi. 6 fnstoad 
o(Bs.8ada7. i • 
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Bao Bahaaur CMtaU (Progressive Party) then raised a point of order in eon- 
neotion with making rules for travelling idlowanoes, vix., that the Government had 
no mle-making power and the same had been vested in the Legislature under the 
Aot of the Government of India. 

Mr. Mavlankar, ih» Speaker, ruled that the Legislature could delegate its rule- 
making power to the Government. Discussion had not concluded when the House 
adjourned. 

The House earlier passed the Bill to amend the Indian Limitatiane Act of 1906. 

No5-Ofviozal Bills 

17lh. SEPTEBfBER The Assembly devoted the day to non-official business, 
nearly a score of Bills being introduced by members. Mr. 8. ff, Jhahvala alone was 
responsible for as many as ten Bills. The first Bill was Mr. Jhabvala's, regarding 
registered trade unions in the Presidency. The Bill sought that registered trade 
unions should be recognised by employers, who should correspond with the 
union officials regarding the grievances of the workers. Of the other Bills 
introduced by hin^ one sought to fix the tariff for conveyances, another the establish- 
ment of a Tariff (Control Board, and a third to amend the Bombay Municipal Aot in 
connection with kitchen dimensions in buildings. 

Dr. Amhedkar introduced a Bill seeking to abolish the Ehoti system. This was 
opposed by Mr. Harandikar on the ground that the Revenue Minister had promised to 
introduce legislation in the matter. 

Mr. iBarulekar introduced a Bill with a view to protecting tenants in certain matters 
iRainst unreasonable exactions of landlords. 

Khan Bahadur Haai Amin moved a resolution, recommending the introduction of 
free elementary education all over the Presidency from April 1 next. Mr. 8. H. Prater 
moved an amendment, deleting the words **from April 1 next.*’ 

Several amendments were moved to the resolution, suggesting that primary education 
ihonld be made ccmpnlsory. or should be given in Hindustani. Mrs. Leelavati Mumhi 
argued that ihe Government had to lodk into the whole question of finances. The dis- 
euaaton had not oonoludad when the House rose for the day. 

18th. SEPTEMBER i^everal amendments were moved to-day regarding whether 
it ahould be compulsory, how far free, what language should be taught, etc. 

Mr. .ff. L. Karandikar moved an amendment that compulsory primary education 
should be introduced through the respective language in the following linguistic areas : 
Marathi, Oigerati and Kanarese. 

Mr. JfvTJra Ahhtor Haean moved an amendment that Mnslim children should be 
taught in Hieir mother tongue, Drdu. 

Mr. IT. If. Mmnehi^ Minister, giving his personal views stated that the outlook of 
education had changed. In olden days, the State did not take the responsibility for 
education. After i£e War. oeuntries like Russia started big drives against illiteracy 
and the Bosaian system of tackling the problem had been accepted as the standard 
new. It had been reoogaised that the cost of primary education was the first charge 
on the revenues of the State. He added that in India, especially in Bombay, there 
was no use in tinkering with the problem. It was essential that illiteracy should be 
driven rut and it could be done by the State only. He pointed out that if the 
State bad to provide the whole cost, it was impossible at present or for this gene- 
ration to suggest that education should not be costly. India should adjnst herself 
ti^her environment and the GKivemment had to appeal for the oo-operation of the 
plUk) in the matter. He was confident that many would come forward to help and 
anggested lhat the quality of atudies should be ohaoged. Economic equipment shonld 
be given to atodeota. He admired the efforts to make Hindustani the lingua 
firmnaa of India. Dtensrion had not oonoludad when the House adjourned till 
the Both. 

SOlk 8IPTI KR Mr. Me ^miaa MaeUr (Oongress) suggested that the House 
duraM aoe^t Mrs. Flataekar^a ■mandment that primary education should be introduced 
18 en^ as poaaibie .alter the whole ay ete m had been overhauled. 

Mr. Mamgi Paid (MniBa hmpm) favonied the eoiploymeat of wonm taadhen for 
primaiy eehooli. 



OR. *87 ] DEMAND TOR OONEimJENT ASSEMBLY iSt 

Mr. if. if. KilUdar (Muslim League), the Chairman of the Bombay Munieipal 
Sohools (>>mmittee, referred to Bombay’s progress in compulsory primary education, 
fie suffiested a change in the present earrlculnm, and a reduction in the number of 
years for imparting primary education. 

Mrs. Namama Patil (Congress) thought that very little nationalism was being 
taught to children in schools to-day. It was essential that the whole system sbouiu 
be overhauled. She wanted the Qoveramont to pay more attention to the education 
of girls than to that of boys. She advocated the removal of men teachers from girl’s 
sohools and pleaded that only educated persons should be members of school and other 
educational Ixiards. 

Mr. K. fm Nariman suggested that organized voluntary efforts should be made for 
making people literate. 

The Government would take early steps to make provision for an extension of free 
compulsory primary education, asserted the Premier, the Hoii. Mr. B. 0. Kkofy 
replying to the debate on the subject. He added that the path had to be cleared and 
when everything was ready the (Government would come with their scheme, fie de- 
clared that the Government would not be deterred from pursuing their objective in 
the matter of universal primary education by any apparent difRculty in getting funds, 
for, when the utility of the expenditure was proved, all efforts would be made to 
obtain money and to put it in to expand and make primary education free and oom- 
pulsory. *‘The time-limit is not what wo want. It is the intensity, it is the earnest- 
ness with which we begin our tasks, that is of greater value.” There wore no two 
opinions on the ndeessity of compulsory primary education being made auiversally 
available, if possible, immediately, but the task was very big. The Govovument were, 
however, determined to solve the problem. The Premier added that the Government 
would, among other things, invite and enlist voluntary efforts in carrying out their 
educational programme. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Demsno Fob ConstItuxkt Assembly 

21 tl. SEPTEMBER The galleries were crowded and the House was full when 
the Hon. Mr. B. O. Kher^ Prime Minister moved the resolution on the Coustituent 
Assembly this afternoon. The Premier spoke at length on the defects of 
the Government of India Act and the need for its replaoemont Pointiog 
out the defects in the Act, Mr. Kher said that the Act was such that it had not a 
single friend in the country. The proposed Federation aimed at disunity in the 
country. It had taken note of communal differences but not the social and eoonomio 
needs of the community. He added that, if it was analysed, it would be found 
necessary to criticise every section and clause of the Act. He explained the impli- 
cations of Constituent Assembly which would be convened on the widest franohiae 
and appealed to all to view the question from the broad national point of view and 
not from a narrow or sectional one. 

Mr. £her, rising amidst cheers, moved the following resolution ; ^’This Assembly 
is of the opinion that the Government of India Act of 1035 in no way represents 
the will of the nation and is wholly unsatisfactory as it has been designed to perpe- 
tuate the subjection of the people of India. Therefore this Assembly is furtner of 
the opinion that the said Act should be repealed •and replaced by a Constitution 
framed by a Constituent Assembly, elected on the basis of adult franebiae, which 
allows the Indian people full scope for their development according to their needs 
and desires.” 

Mr. Kher said that the resolution indicated the direction in which the aspirations 
of the people lay and the meched by which they should be aehieved. He pointed 
out that no political worker, to whatever party be belonged, had expressed eatisfao- 
tion with the Aot. There was a consensus of opinion in the House dh the first 
pttt of the resolution that the Aot did not represent the will of the nation and 
there was agreement that there should be full scope for development for the people 
of India, inere seemed to be a difference of opinion on the methods to achieve the 
objeotive that was merely formal and verbal. 

The Prime Minister proceeded to say that to-day the Indians stood for oomplete 
BUependenoe and even the Muslim Leaguers wanted oomplete independence. The 
Aet waa each that it did not take into account the fundamental needs of the 
oonntry and its people. The dyarchioal system of Qoveroment had been introdooed 
at the oentre wnioh system had been tried in the Provinces and fonnd anaaitabl% 
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IIm prioeipB that the OocstitatKm ehoold eontii&'tiie eaeoe ot ' growth of the peo^e 
to freeiom had not been aooepted bj the fnimen of the Aot. 

Mr, Jawmada9 JMia, Mr, Ali Bahadur Khan and Mr. Chundrigar aorod their 
amendnents. 

Mr. Jhewaitae ffebla-a amendment explained the adtilt franobiee olanae and 
emphaais^ joint electorates. Mr. Alt -Bahadur JThan^s stated that the ooontry was not 
npe lor joint aleotorates and Mr. Ohuadrigat^a desired a convention or a oonferenoe 
elmted on the basis of the eieotorate provided by the Conunanal Award and deman- 
ded^safegoards for Mnslim minorities. 

Mr. Jhabvala songht to move an amendment that ^^shonld British imperialism 
refnse to accept the inherent right vested with the 'people of the country, the Assem- 
bly should proceed to convert itself into a parallel form of independent legislaiDre 
With a view to capturing the machinery of the Idmte from the hands of the 
rnlers.'* 

The Speaker ruled the amendment out of order as it involved direct action which 
was beyond the competence of the House. 

Mr.- Jhabvala stated that his suggestion put them on the right track. The origi- 
nal resolution did not say what was to be done in the alternative and his amendment 
pointed out the same. 

. Bao Bahadur Chitale (Progressive Party) opposed the resolution. He said it 
Was premature and suggested that the Act should be given a fair trial. 

Mr. Chundrigar and Mr. Ali Bahadur Khan next spoke on their amendments. 
The House then adjourned. 

22od. SEPTEMBER :^Mr. Jamnadae Mehtas former Finance and Revenue 
Minlater, moving his amendment, said that the Government of India Aot was a docu- 
ment of sise without substance and declared that there had been no recoenition of 
the sovereignty of the people. Mr. Mehta felt that even the official resolution did 
not refer to toe people of the States. He said that historically a Constituent Assem- 
bly would be concomitant with the seizure of power and wanted to know who would 
call the Oonstituent Assembly— the Congress or the Secretary of State. *Oall it by its 
Christian name— an All-Parties* Conference**, said Mr. Mehta and he appealed to the 
Congrese not to capitulate to oornmnualists* demands. 

Hr. 8. V. Parulekar thought that any Consitution framed by the British Parlia- 
ment was bound to perpetuate imperialism. He felt that the Constituent Assembly 
did not oarry its true intent. He justified the demand for reservation of seats by 
those socially and economically backward, and declared that true democracy was 
impossible without socialising the means of production. Mo bourgeoise democracy 
would satisfy the masses. 

Mr. 8 , L, Karandikar thought that the Constitution was a negation of all idea of 
self-determination and asserted that the Communal Award had created an Ulster in 
avoir village in India. 

Boo Bahadur fiTav/e, opposing the resolution, asked whether the Oovernment 
oonld quote one inatance woen the Governor’s special powers had been used. He 
thoQghb thab Congressmen were anxious to seize, power when the mssses were asleep. 
» wa^ed the Congress to appease the minorities. 

' ^It is gratify ing^ to find' this groat measuro of af^eement and this large amount of 
nhity!*, .deolarM the Premier, the. Hon. Mr. B. G. Afier, in his reply to the two-days 
deMe. He adddd, -*oq such unity, we must frame our Constitution.** The Premier 
pointed out that only two had opposed the motion and that praetioally all the amend- 
ments had snpportea the resolntion in the main. Only one had objected to the use 
of ^e words Constituent Assembly. Various speakers had made suggeetions 
for eazrying ont the object of the resolution on which there seemed a very great 
•gribment 


RiTtJBN Or Fobfuted Lands 

2Sfd. SEPTEIIBER :-*Xhe resolntion moved by the Hon. Mr. Mcrarji Ikeai^ 
Bevenne Minieter, in oonneotion with re-purobasing at the Government's ooet the 
igndy forfcdted in ooneequenoe of the Civil Uisobedienoe movement with a view to 
their restoration to the original holders, was carried after disoussion by 87 votee to 88. 
Urn Hon. Mr. Beeai moved the following resolntion : "The Hones acoepto the 
of re-pnrohaeing, at the cost of ±e Government, the lands other than immoveabto 
propmes forfmted and aoM in consequenoe of the Civil Disobedienoe movement with 


-j8nM.*871 FDBCHASB or VOKIEmBD lOB UMIKt l»i 

• view t» Otf r tMteratiui to their origiBal hoiden or their heirs, free of oeeapanoT 

nrioda*’ 

^ teeaktBC on the remlution, Mr. Deaai said that the Oovernment had been ao 
ina» convmoed of the proimety and justice of the resolution that they did not 
think any labonred argoAonts were necessary. *^These brave heroic peasants have 
made memoiable history^ of which posterity will be proud. They gave self-respect 
to our country and raisM our prestige." The Minister added that this action was 
only meant to do some juabce to thesi# brave and heroic people. Replying to questions, 
Bfr. Desai said that the lands ineluded 3,500 acres in Oujerat, 3,2(X) hissas in Kanara, 
26 acres in Dharwar and two aeras in Bijapnr. 

Mr. J. Q, More (Peasants' moved that discussion be adjourned to tlie nest 

session as the necessary information had rot been given. Further, in giving relief to 
the peasants, he wished to know what measures the Government proposed to bring 
forward for the relief of the peasantry as a whole. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost by 83 votes to 47. 

Replying to several qnestiona from the Opposition, Mr. Deeai gave an sssursnoo 
that the Qoveroment had no intsntion of committing the Honse to any amount and 
would not be extravagant The steps that the Oovernment would take had not been 
decided yet, but no fancy prices would be paid by the Government. The Qoverit- 
ment would do nothing illqgsf. 

Four amendments were then moved, one by Mr. Jsmnadss Mehta, another by Mr. 
A Ferie, a thi rd by Mr. Oarolekar and the fonrth by Mr. Mosaji Patel, which w*ern 
all lost. 

The Premier, the Hon. Mr. B. Q. Kher said that they did not benefit a soctiou 
of the oonntry at the expense of the whole. Stressing that freedom had to be horn 
eot of stmggle, the Premier pointed cat that Civil Disobedience was the only alter- 
native to war. It was these humble peasants who had shown them the way. 0>atd 
they not be more charitablo to these pioneers ? **Osn’t you see in it the greater 
piinoiple of doing justice to people who have suffored that we and car posterity 
may have freedom The Premier added that they should not look at it in a petty- 
fsgging spirit but should realise the nobler issues involved. The Oovernment had 
come to realise the justice of the resolution. 

Justifying the aotion taken by the Government, Mr. Desai in bis reply to the 
dilmte wonld not admit that it was encouraging lawlessness. He asked, ^*ms not 
the acceptance of the Congress Ministry by the British Oovernment supported the 
Ghqgresa ? Did not the King's representative negotiate with Gandliiji iti i931 and 
did It mean support to Civil Disobedience V Ho .said this was not a proper view to 
take. The apprehension about Law and Order was not well-founded. 

Mr. Dessi added : are as anxious to preserve Law aii<l <.)rder as atiyliody else. 

IIa riMflared that he had vivAn the hMst informatifui ho could and hud nothing further to 
add. Guess-work and speculation would only injure the position. As for justiiieation of 
their actiou, Mr. Desai said that the Premier li.id given it. ICepIviog to the aigurneiit 
that they were Implemeotiog their election m;uiifi*sto, lie said, **>¥0 are criticised for 
not carrying out efrotiou pledges and now itornos this arguouMit. Why thi.*! conllicting 
uriticitm Mr. Desai anpeaTed to the lloiiso to adopt the resolution. 

The amendments were*^put to vote and were all lost. After the adoption of the 
original resolution, the session was prorogifd. 


Proceedings of the Council 

K1.ECTI0N t)i iSrt\Ki'.u 

The first session of the Bomhav L'^gi'dativij t'oiincil under llm now Act of 193, 'i 
commenced at Poona on the 22 nd July 1937 Mr. M. St. I^ukvina (Coiigross), wa.s 
unanimously elected jiresident. Mr. A*. O. Sunttm (C«»ogr**ssl was •d«M!ti»d Dopuiy 
President. lie obtained 16 vote.s, wlnlo his rival Mr. S. C. .Juahi uhtaiiiod 12 . Thu 
Uouae then adjourned till Soptembei 13. 
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Budfet SeMioB — Poona— 13di. to 24th. Septombor 1937 

The Badget for 1937-38 was presented on the 13tli. September by the Finance 
Minister, the Hon. Mr. Lathe. At the outset, Mr. S. C. Joshi (nominated) raised 
a point of order that the budget tiad ceased to be a financial statement as the 
Lower House had considered and approved of some items of expenditure. 

The MinisUr, replying, said as the Govornofs signature had not yet been put 
to those items, they could be discussed by the Upper House. 

Several members then h^ioke on the advisability of the simultaneous presentation 
of the budget to both tho Houses or at least without great delay. 

The biinister assured the Council that, in presenting the budget late, the Govern- 
ment had not meant to deprive the House of its powers and that, in future, steps 
would be taken to present it to both the House.s at short intervals. 

Mr. Joahi did cot press his point and tho ilou. Mr. Lathe formally presented the 
budget. The House then adjourned. 

General Discussiox Or Bupoet 

141b. SEPTEMBER General discussion on the budget commenced to-day when 
a majoritjjf of the members expressed appreciation of the Finance Minister's effurtN 
for bettering the condition of the masses. 

Profeisor Davar said the Ministry had fulfilled, though only to a small extent, 
their promises but he issued a warning against Prohibition. Uegarding the uationali- 
tion ot the Services, Prof. Davar pointed out that ventures which tlourished in 
private hands proved failures when they were taken up by the State. He mentioned 
the case of railways, the private-owned ones making profits and the State-ow'ned 
ronning at a loss. 

^ Mr. B. N. Karanjia declared that the Congress budget was pregnant with possi- 
bilities. Speaking about the provision for the sinking of wells. Mr. Karanjia sugges- 
ted that the Western ludia Turf Club should be made to fix live days during tlis 
Bombay and Poona season for giving the proceeds to the Government to bo iitili.sed 
for siniing wells in rural areas. lie wanted the Government to go slow regarding 
Prohibition. 

Dr. AT. A. Hamid thought the budget a great aohievomeut. Point ing out that lack 
of education had proved a great impediment to the progress of the country, he 
pleaded for a revolution in the whole policy and system of education and not a 
mere overhaul. He felt that while vili^e industries might bo developed, larger 
industries should not be neglected, but ho opposed nationalisation of industries at 
this stage. 

Mr. Dadhubhai Deaai (Congress) suggested taxation on dealers of cotton, bullion, 
seeds etc. by which Government would be able to realise thirty to forty 
lakhs of rupees. Ho wanted that the financial settlement between Bombay and Siud 
should be re-examined. 

Mr. N. D. Deodhedhar (Democrat) strongly criticised the budget and held it was 
diaappointiug and unsatisfactory. The House theu adjourned. 

15tk. SEPTEMBER :->Mr. O. Mnhnjnni (Liberal) thought that they should suspend 
judgment till the next budget of the Congress Ministry by when they could put 
thair ideas into concrete shape. 

Sir Currimhhoy Ibrahim welcomed tho Oovornmunts's earnestness to ameliorate 
the condition of the masses and bo would welcome any fresh taxation in the interests 
of the community. Mr. 8. C. Joahi thought that the budget was disappointing and 
haltiim in important details. Rao Bahadur Sardar Deaai, speaking in Kanarese, 
invitM the Government’s attention to the plight of the ryots and suggested measures 
of relief. Tho discussion had not concluded when the Uouso rose for the day. 

16kh. SEPTEMBER :^Mr. Frederick Stones (European) welcomed tho Govern- 
ment's policy to hasten slowly which, he thought, ensured sure and stetady progress. 
Uegarding Prohibition, be suggested that a committee should be appointed to consider 
the problem in all its possible aspects. 

Mr. R. O. Pradhan (Congress) thought it a scientific budget and a first-class per- 
formanoe. He asked why there would not be any voluntary reduction in the Civil 



am. *37 1 NOM-OFFICUL fifiSOLUTIONS 193 

List of the Governor. He hoped that the now Governor would soo hts way to effiect 
a cut in his household expenditure. 

Mr», Hansa Mehta (Parliamentary Secretary) said the Congress Uinistry was going 
to take special care of primary education in the prosidoucy and consider all suitable 
suggestions in that connection. 

The //on. Mr. OHder^ Minister for Excise, announced that Ahmedubad would be 
the area for the Pruliihition experiraeut. Dr. liildtM' said that Oovernmeut were 
appointing ;i committee of oRicials and uon-oUlciais in c.ach district to provide better 
water-supply to viliagt's. 

The //o//. Mr. Latht\ tlie Minister f‘»r Kinanee, reve.-iled that the Government h.id 
cailed for estimates from tlit> District tifficeis about the yield of a tax, if imposed, 
on agrieiiltural iueoines of over Ks. ‘JAKX). Mr. 1/.ithe pointed out that there was no 
si.'opo for increasing the activities of liafion-huildiug departments. Also at present the 
(ioveniineut did not tinnk it was po'^siide to have any weii-formulated scheme of 
taxation, lleuce rtie iMiveriiinetir l exit red to ret rent* hmeiit. (ioverument were consi- 
dering if there were more siope for ta.xatiou. the nature of which would bo dei'idtHl 
later, lie said the lloverimiciit instiuctetl distiict oiUcials to send a list of the 
number of people wliost* agi i.-ulrur.il was over Ks. 2.000 a ye.ar ,as the Gov- 

ernment wautetl tti tiiid out wiiat me mit' woiil I he deiivt‘d if such people wero taxetl. 
lie assured tlm Mouse liiat the (ioveniiiiiMit would he fair to all classes but ex- 
pected tlu^ licli to eoiitrihure with their wealth and the poor with tludr talnjur. The 
House adjoiirued at this stage. 

UrneiAi. Kills 

17th. SEPTEMBER The iirst division occurred in the Cmncil to-d.iy, the Gov- 
ernment si»‘eiiring a smashiii?; victory, when tin* House eoiisidert‘d Government Hills 
as passed by tin* l40wei House. .\n anieudineiit. moved hy Mr. V. Jiuthi to the 
Kemoval of Disqualiticatioiis Kill, wanted Guvurumeut IMeader.s and Public Prosecutors 
to ba iiicluded iu the Kilt. 

Tho Hon. Mr. K. M. MutnJti opoosed the amendment ami said that tho Govern- 
ment hail considered the mutter fully and come to the conclusiou that Publtc Prose- 
cutors and Goveniineiit PItsidtos were often in possession of coultdioitial information 
and should not U* allowed to be Legislators. 

The ann'u iiuent was prc^ssi^d to a division .ml lust by 17 vut«*s to 7. 

Four (vovernimMit Kills pa.ssed by the As.sejnbly weii* passitd by the Council, which 
also approved of the demands ne. ler the liMucatUm and Mi*du'al Deparlmeuts and ad- 
journed till the 20th. 

N ox-Okfici.\l Rksoli’ T io.vs 

20lh. SEPTEMBER Council to-d.’iy discussed at length the qiiestiop of 

regional and linguistic universities in tho Piesideiicy. 

Mr. Mnhtijnm (Liberal) moved a ri'solution, lecotnmeiiding to the Governmeni 
to take eail> Mtep> to c'^tahli.-.h ad<ittioir:il l'iiiveisiti>*s to meet the iucitfostul delOiUid 
for higher education and for facilttK*s for research. Mr. Mahiijiiiii said tli.it the 
United Provinces had live Uiiiv.mswMcs, each getting a gr.mt of abouf three lakhs of 
rupees from the tiovernrnent, while Kuiiibay h.ul only one with one lakh grant. 

The motion was supported by Mr. /inul/tt’kar^ Mr. S. H. Oavar aud Mrs. Mttfiea 
Mehta whu tliougiit that the Pvesidi iiey inlghr have one Unjerati University, uuo 
Marathi, one Kauurestr ;uof one Ur<)u. 

The lion. Mr. K. M. Mun.d/i m:cepte»l tim «lesirahility of more Universiti^ but 
pointed out the diflicultivs in the way. He .igrtHMl with tho principle but did uoC 
supimrt the wording 4»f the fcsolniioii. 

The Hon. Mr. B. (/. A'//r>r, repfyin.!; to the dehate, said that tlie Oovoi nmenf 
would not oppose tho dt'uuunts or addition.il facilities for higher etlucatioii. He added 
that the Gougress ha*l acceptcsl the principh* «>f ProviiuM>s ou a linguistic basis. They 
liad DO objection uii priuoipio to the estabiiNliimmt of additioual territorial niitver- 
fiities provideii the nocitssary coiuliiioiis of safegurds wore |m*SHut. Hut at preseut 
the Goveruiiietit were not in a posit loii t>> coiummit themselves to any further res- 
ponsibility. The I'remiei aski-i Mr. Mah:ii5ini to witiidraw his resohitiofi, which 
was done. 

Mr. Karanjia theu movetl a levolutiuii, deiuaiidiiig a tliuioiigh aud speedy lepiiir 
u( the Bombay-Pooua au>i the li«Hutiav-Nastk loads which, he declaieil. were in a 
disgraceful condition 
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The flon. iTr. Surie^ P. W, B. Minister, r< 
rpsds Mjhej etespeted with the railwajs, jonl j 




ing, pointed oat that j>ii tfieie 
15 per cent of the jnoint M the 


Central Road Kand^ jot from the Central OoTornment could be spent lb. 
intimated that the Oorernmeot had appointed a Superintendent Enpye r^to pr^ ma 
e scheme to repair roads. As soon as it was ready, by Norember, the Oofemment 
wonid take np the repair of roads. 

Mr. Karat^ia withdrew his motion. 

J(r. Dadutbhai Ouai nioTed a remlotion for pranfUng amjor irrig^oa 7^ in 
Ckoarat but withdrew it on an assurance from Mr. Mui'ie. The Hou.se then adjeoniea 
tiU the 2.M. 


DmuNo Fob CoMsnTuaiR AsmiBLY 

2 Siii. SEPTEMBER Ihe ^Council considered to-day the Constituent AMmhiy 


resolutieo, moved by the flon. Mr. B. G. Kker. 

Three amendments were meeed, one seggesting that 
called first The debate bad not concluded when the 

£erlier<i the Council passed the ifemhers* SaUarie^ 
emendmenti. 


e Convention should he 
adjourned. 

Billt throwing out all the 


aM. SEPTEMBER Tha OowuiU passed tp-day vi^t Sivis^ tbe nmhitiMi 
on tbe Constituent Assembly, and idso the resolution moved by Vae Hon. Mr. tiorarfi 
Demi^ Revenue Minister, reffardiog the re-pyohaeing of forfeiM *lanflB. 

Two amendmenta to Mr. resolntion were petBisad to a divialon and 

thrown out by 0 votea to 15 and fi votes to 16 reapeotivoly. 

Mr. Kktr, replyisg to tho dobats on tte. CwsatitM^AssernWy 
espressed snrprise that there was ae fnit in the f*****”*^ ■ 
djstrost in adalt ftanehise wss misplaoe^ He jiointed out 
numerioally small, had secured pro|>ortionately 


uuHusrivMujr MHiiiii, uiM* Bvuiuvaa w,rw. «w— .^..^^wesfeT represyiiMtk m 

elsetorates. Oaly a Oonstitasnt Assmbly efeoM on ^ 

(^»e espression te tbe nstion ■ sspirstlon to decide tbe lutnre oonstitntian for 1U 


country. 

The reoolution 
out. 


was 


carried without a divtaion, the amendments being throwB 


When the diacusaion on 


PomasB or foimtae Lahob 
M r. D$iai*s resolnUon was , takm tt|», two 


were moved. Mr. Desai replying, ezpreaa^ pleaanre that the 
agsiost the prieciple of the raaelatioD bet were only oeucerned wt tb By swaMr 
ot the purchase. He added that approval m prigeifila M art. yB.th Mtta 
Bouse would be debarred from farther dwooMioii on .Om saburt Hr. iy« 
assured ^e House that the Oovemmeat weald do aothiag onjnat te anybody or 

SSSs.'srsca'a 

wTimpnuitloabll If that waa doae, ttey wooM aim hate to eomimaarta rthma 
for the long terma of hayr'iaoDiaeDk which waa imt peasMe.. ... . , 

Keplying to the criticitm that the peaanto h^ wMhert tao^ ItOT 

had bora idaled by ethers, Mr Damd daolarad ^ ‘L “Sf 

tuitbrers who knew folly wall what they ware doiag ^ <*»tt«w«*ty did it Jto 
poiated eat that area afterwards whm aim wme ?*}“ •JJSS 

wology would have snffioed to get thair loada, dMjr fefl dolttatatoly r^jee^ 

theeirt. Ihay chess to aaffer la eilenae aad to fanaia te tmuoMt pevaity. 
It waa a neat and noble aaorii^ , » «. . , 

Alter me aaaendmenta had haan 1^ tea isietetem wm eanUd vrtteoa 
division. The conaeil waa then ptorognsd. 



The Bihar Legislative Council 

UST OP MEMBERS 


I The Hon. Mr. Rajiv Ranjan 

Prasad Singh ( President ) 

3 Raja Bahadur Harihar Pra- 
SUAD naravan Singh 

3 Mr. Bishwamath Prashao 

Naravan Singh 

4 Mr. Mahbshwar Prasad Nara- 
VAN Singh 

5 Mr. Ganga Nano Singh 

6 Rai Bahadur Dbonandan 

Prasad Singh 

7 Kumar Ramanand Singh 

8 Mr. Nalini Kumar Sen 

9 Khan Bahadur Saivid Muham- 

mad Ismail 

10 Mr. Saivid Naqi Imam 

( Dy . President ) 

II Mr. Saivid Mobarak Ali 

12 Mr. Jamilur Rahman 

13 Mr. Alan Campbell Combe 


14 Mr. Abdul Ahad Muhammad 

NOOR 

15 Mr. Baldeo Sahav 

16 Mr. Balram Rai 

17 Mr Bansi Lal 

18 Mr. Gajindra Naravan Singh 

19 Mr. Kamalbshwari Manual 

20 Mr. Nageshwar Prashad 
Singh 

21 Mr. Punbvdeo Sharma 

22 Mr. Saivid Muhammad Hakeee 
S3 Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra 

SiNGHA 

24 Khan Bahadur Nawab Saivid 
Shah Wajid Hussain 
2 $ Mr. Tribeni Prashad Singh 

26 Mr. Gur Sahav Lali. 

27 Mr. Bishunlal Singh 

28 Mr. Samuel Purti 

29 Mrs. Malcolm Sinha 


The Bihar Legislative Assembly 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


I Mr Sarangdhar Sinha 
s I, Tagat Narayn Lal 

3 I, VlNOHEVSHVARI PRASHAD 

Varma 

4 » Upenoranaxh Mukharji 

5 H Jimut 'Bahan Sen 

6 M Indra Dbwan Saran Singh 

7 M Skavam Nandan Sinha 

8 Pandit sheel Bhadra yAjEE 

9 H Shvam Naravan Singh 

10 Ram Prashad 

11 •» Birendra Bahadur Sinha 

15 M Sukhari Ram Madhubrat 
13 If Anugrah Naravan Sinha 

( Minisisr) 

>4 f> JaMUNA PRA 8 HAD*S 1 NHA 

1 $ n Bundi Ram 

16 If Jugal Kishore Naravan 

17 ti HARGOBINP MlSRA 


18 Pandit Cupteshwar Pandey 

19 Ml'. Harinanoan Singh 
2C „ Budhan Kai Sarma 

21 MR. JAGJIVAN Ram 

22 *' Harihar Sinha 

23 " Birrsh Dutta Sinha 

24 I.IWARKANATA Tiwari 

25 '* Naravan Prasad Sinha 

26 ** Shiveshvar Prasad Naravan 

Sinha Sharma 

27 ** Prabhunath Sinha 

28 Pandit Govindpati Tiwari 

29 Ram Bbsawan Rabidas 

30 " Ganesh Prashad 

31 " Gorakh Prashad 

32 ** Harivans Sahav 

33 Pandit Baidvanath Misra 

34 *’ VisHANATH Singh 

35 ,, Balgobind Bhagat 

36 „ Mahesh Prashad Sinha 



196 


TUK BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


I FAINA' 


57 Shivanandan Kam 

38 HRIjNANDAN S.MII 

3g M KAMDAYALU SINIIA (S/rakt^) 

40 KAMKSIIWAR TR ASIIAD SiNUA 

41 ,» l^ir NaRAYAN SlNlIA 

42 I KAKUR KAMNANDAN SlNilA 

43 MR- KaMASHIS Tn AKUR 

44 „ Rajkndra Narayan 

Chaudhuri 

/5 Mr. Chaturaman Das 

46 ,, Jamuna Karjee 

47 suryvanandan Tmarur 

48 >. Keshvar Ram 

40 Kajksiivak 1 ‘Rashad Narayan 

SINIIA 

;o KAMCHAKAN SiNllA i 

51 ,1 SUNUKK MAflATO 1 

52 Shki Krishna Siniia (Pycmu'^)i 

^3 1 )R. RaiUIUNANPAN rRASHAI) [ 

54 Mr. Nirai’aha Muriiakji 

55 ,1 KAMCHAklTRA SlNt'.H 

56 .1 Brahmadeo Narayan Sinihi 

57 Kumar Kal>ka Frasmad SiNr.n ' 

58 Fandit Mewai.al Jha ‘ 

59 Mr, Shivadiiari Sinoma 

60 Hari Kisiiore Frasuad . 

61 Ra.iendra Misra 

62 M Shivanandan Frasiiad 

Man MAI. 

63 Mr, Kxmraras Das j 

<••4 M RXMhIN Tiwari 

.. Kishoki Lai. Kuniht 
Dkker Narayan Chand 1 
l>7 .1 JUC.l.AL ClIAUnilUKI {Mint:^Uf) ' 
68 I, BIN( IDA NANI) jHA 
6«; BuniuiiNATH Jha 

VO „ BiiAcr.AN Chandra Das 
yi „ ClIAKAN Mukmu 

72 „ I^ri fi.ai. !)«ikani a 

73 ir Dkuu Murmu 

74 tf Krishna Bai.i.aiui Sahay 
7< u Hopna Santa I. 

76 •, SUKIII.AL SlNOH 

77 „ Kaud DrsADii 

75 „ Dkoki Nandan Prashad 
79 .. Ram Bhahat 

50 Bara Lai, KanpaiiT Nath 
8h\h Dro. 

RJ „ Bonu-'ac r: Lakra 
K? ,, PuRNA Chandra Mitra 
S; t B.t.iKisiioRK Siniia 

51 ^.IfTU Kam 

Hri jADriiAxs Sahay 

88 „ Upkndra Mohan Das GiTriA 
87 .. Tika Kam Ma.hii 

hr Kumar A.iit Prakiiad Sindh Dko 

89 Mr. GI 7 LU Diioi'a 

90 „ Ambika Charan Malik 
f)I „ Framatha Bhattasali 

92 ,, Devendra Nath Samanta j 


93 M Rasika Hn 

94 Mr. Saiyid Ardul Azi^^ 

95 Hakiz Zakar Hasan 

96 f, .\RnUL j ALIL 

97 Khan Bahadur Nawaij Abdul 
Wahab Khan 

<)8 ,, Mr. s. Mohiuddin Ahmad 
*J9 Mr. MriiAMMAD Yrvrs 

100 Mu. Shari I’DiHN Hasan 

Joi .. Sai.hd Hasan 

Be? .. Mi’iiammad Latifi-k Kahmav 

1d:J ClIAl’DIirill SlIARAFAi llUSAN 

101 Mr. .Xrii Hasan 
K».'> .. Mthammad i^VSlM 

106 .. Khan Bah.xdi'R Saohiulh. 

H A«,'9» 

It*? Du. SAIYID MahMI'D ( Miniffer ) 
los Mu. MrilAMMAI) AUDri. Ma.IEFT) 
itn) Hafiz Shaikh MrHA.M.MAi) 
Sam 

HO Khan Samiu Mi'iiamma!) Yakim 
111 Mi: Badrfl Hasan 
HJ Mu. Tajamfi, llrsAiN 
H:i Mu. Mfiia.mmad Shafi 
111 Ahmf.d (HIAIMoR 
113 ‘ SaYKKDFI, HA9«,» 

lit) .Mi ll AM. MAD Salim 
117 Chm'dhlih Mahammad Nazikti. 
Hasan 

HS .Mu. Sai.hd L’afiddis Ahmad 
Bizvi 

1 10 .. .MrH AMM AD M.\ HMr»' 

l-JO .. Smyid Mi hammxd Minnat- 

I I. LA II 

1^1 Shaikh /.iai u Bauman 
L t* /aim DDix lli)^AiN Mi:i:rza 
1J:> „ Shaikh K\zt.i’i: Bauman 
l-l .. Mfhammad Isi.amdddin 

ill) SllAlMI SlIAFItil’I. JlAlig 

I- 8 „ MniAMMAD r.MlIU 
i'l7 , Sam ID A LI Man/au 

I2K „ AiiDFi Bari (Pij. Siu'<tkvr) 

IJO „ AUDFL Ma.IID 

1:10 Shaikh Bamzan Ali 

lAl Shf.iivII Mi hammap Hr: ain 

l.»*2 (Jazi Mi'Hammam Ilyas 

133 Srimati Kamakhya Hf.vi 

1 M Srimati Sharda Kfmaui Dfhh 

I ?.') Sr:mati Sarasw’aii Df.vi 

\ M \ Lady' anisf. Ima.m 

M7 .Mr. a. M. Uayman 

13S .Mu. K. C. Dan BY 

130 Mr. .1 BK’hmond 

110 „ htNKs Beck 

Ml riiAKRKsiivAu Kumar Jain 
U'2 .. W. il. Mf.yukk 
Mo „ K A. IV\ri:i:s.)\ 

II- 1 .. Manindra Naui Mukharji 
145 Hanksh Duita Sinhh 

M6 V ClIANDUKKIlVAR PkASIIAD 
X A RAY AN Siniia 
1-17 iSURYA Mouan Tuakur 
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148 Maharaj Kumar Ra.? Kishore 
Nath Shah Deo 
349 Mr. Natha Ram 
150 „ Harendra Bahadur 
Chandra 


151 Kuetra Nath Sen Cupta 

1511 SaCHIDANAND SlNHA 


Proceedings of the Assembly 

ratna-22nd. & 23rd. July 1937 

Ei.i:rTioN Speak KK A Dy Speaker 

Mpmbf'irs nf iioii) Itoiisrs the liiliar Le;.;is)attirp iintJtT (hr new consittutioD 
nTMiH svrrirn in oti !h«* 22nd. July 1937. Bir. SnrhHianntnia Stuha orcupyinc the 
AssMinifly (V«*si<leeili.4l rhair /^ai Bahntiur Sntish ('httnHra Sinha that of 

thf* CniMi' il G'ni;:>»‘ss M»‘ml»<Ts won* tri-«ol»Mirs in ltiiMf>nhoii*s. Visiioin’ galleriAg 
wore pai'k<Mi to HiiffiiiMtioii. B.ititi Kajnwlra took liiN seHt in tliu PrusidenCH 

Cillery iirni<i>;t cheers hy tin* Cnnt;ioss merahers of thu (y'oiiiiuil and Assonbly. 
After swi*aring in, both llio tioiises adjourned. 

23rd. AUGUST unoppostMl election of Mr. linmitaf/alu Singh and Mr. 

Ahdul Pari^ Oin;;iess riomioeeH, as Speaker and Deputy Speaker reRpeolively, was 
r»*ceivud with wild cheers ami popular slogans hy ('/ongroKs memhurs. The flpsaksr 
takioi* the chair, th** Cotigress mornhers sang “Vatide Mataram.'* 

The Ihntmiitr olfere<l hearty cungratulations to the Speakoi on his UQOppOHsd 
election and said they expected him to follow the exHmfdn set hy the late Mr. 
V'ithalhhai I’atel. The Speaker replied snitaHly in Hindi thanking him for the 
felicitations and ass(in*d the House that he wotihl always remain ahovo parly. 

The Moiiso carried unanimously a re.soliitioit ro(»ved hy a CoiigreKS merohor, 
whii'h the Pr«'miei' M'texpiiH. exfiressing sympathy with the victims in Ihe Jirhta 

train di.saster and demanding a combined empiiry. The House then adjoiirniHt ssfic din. 

Budget SeMion—Patna*^23rd. Augutl to 27th. Sept. 1C 37 

KlNAMilAL StaTKAIEM FOR 

I'hv flieiget {Session of the As.semhly coromoteunl on the 23rd. AurimI 1937. 
Trosentiug hts first Budget the Kuiauce Miiii.'»t.or, Mr. Anugruh Saraynn Stnka amd 
that the estimales showtxl a surplus, hut it was a suiplus beeauKe **tliu requirttmantn 
of the province had fur many years been rodiiotsl htdow any conceivable minimiiai 
standard of expenditiiro, iu eider that the Budget may balauc**,'* 

Kuvonuo for 193/-3H was estimated at Ks. 4,9.VJ*.HID. This sum, together with 
a sum of Rs. 11 lakhs ropresenting the exctjss of tin? recovery of loans over the 
amount to be leut hy the J'roviucial (fuverumiMit dunirg tlio year, was available for 
expenditure charged to revunm^ 

The Budget provided (or ezpeoilitiire eharge«l to revenue of Ks. 503,il4,0U0. 

The Minister explained that tlio Budget was ncithoT wholly oor substantialiy 
his. He assumed office just a bare month ago ami found that the Budget framed by 
his predecessor was already in proof. Tliero was little time to prepare a new 
Budget altogether, for it hatl to bo intioduced ami had to go through all the pro- 
GWHW before the expiry of six mouths from the date of the iiiaiigiiration of the 
new Constitution. ICadical changes wore therefore luiftossihie. All that he had been 
able to do was to scrutinizo rather rapidly the draft Biidgtti that was available, 
introduce some smalt items here and tfiere and cut out some uti necessary items. 

The now Budget would show that only Its. 7,50, (XW was available for new 
schemes (properly so-calledi, and this could practically only he expended on sefaemes 
prepared and investigated before the present Oovernmeut came into office. 
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Tba Finance Minister explained these sohemee at length, and said that to give 
effect to them, a targe sum of money would he required and fresh taxation was ioevi. 
table. Taxation proposals were still under consideration but ho indicated that two small 
Bills of taxation, which were prepaiod by the predecessors of the present Ministry, 
would be introduced in the present session. These Bills which sought to 
impose a duty on entertainments and to enhance rates of non-judicial stamps, were 
expected to bring in an additional rovontie of Rs. 4 lakhs. The Ministry also pro- 
pose to bring forward a resolution on the subject of taxation of agricultural income, 
and if the resolution was accepted hy tho House, to iatroduco a Hill on the same 
subject later on. According to rough calculations, the taxation of agricultural income 
on a progressive scale would yield between Rs. 30 to 40 lakhs per year. 

Mr. Hinha referred to the Oongress ehMstion manifesto and the constructive pro- 
gramme embodied in that document and he said : 

‘^In that furofroDt of all problems which confront the country to-day is thn 
problem of the apfuilliiig poverty, uuomploymout and indehttMlnuss of the peasantry, 
who form the mass of tho Indian population. 

*The Ministry is earnestly dovotiug itself to ilit^ formulation of schemes and the 
devising of ways and moans to give tho relief needed and in time these raeasure.s 
and schemes will be duly placed before this House for acceptance. 

*Riit mere reform of tifiiancy laws and reduction of reut.s will nnt he enough to 
improve the economic noKition of tho peasantry and to swcoten and hrigbfen their 
life. The question of tiioir iiidehtedno.ss will have also to i>o tark<‘lcd with a view 
to enabling them to start life afn'sh on as clean a slate as possibh*. This question 
is also engaging tho attention of Iho Oovernmeiit and legislation to achieve this 
object may he placed before the Hmisu in Hie near future. 

^^All these, however, are but negative ways of dealing with the preddem of the 
peasantry and while thoy are expected to give somo relief for tho time being they 
cannot remove their poverty or help to secure for tlium a hotter st iti«iard of living 
which they stand Vi>ry urgently in need of. Positive measures to litdp tht^ to gut 
a better yield from their lands, qualitatively as. well as quautitati.ve)y, and to get a 
better pnue for thoir produce are also needed. 

^'Thescr noucssarily embrace a variefy of measiu-os including suiqily of cheap 
ceedit, both short-torni and* long turm,. acuorvKiig to tho tiuuds of tbu hour, supply 
of manure, arrangemeots h>r uasy traiLsportation and proper marketing* 

The Finance* Bfinistor ahs/i Hidi«:ah.»d that spimial m«»asiires t:{) deal with tiio reciir- 
ruuce of Hie annual flood.s iu North Btiiar wore iirvh«r oxamiii.itioiu ati>l that the 
question of overlimiling tlio pr«!.sent EhibUe Health HepiiritniMii airi imfiruviiig its 
method of woik« as well as the qiiostioii of providing better medical roliitf. were en- 
gaging. Hie attcRtion tho Mwiistry. 

Thu Ministry wi>io coiisidiTiiig a thorough remoiielling of the existing system of 
vducatioo and profNi.sed to iiiittiilo oxiH^riinimts on the linea of Mr. (iandhi's propo- 
sitioR that education can he ra:iri(i stdf-suppnriing. Tho education of btwkward classes 
would racekvo the s[H.*dtU alleutioii of the Ministry. 

IhllAU KxiERTArSMENTR UlbL 

241 b. AUGUST \ roint'iiy of errors occurred to-diy when tin* Minister, the 
Hoii*Wu Mr. AnutjrtiHit Mtrruifttn moved tho Hi liar Kiittu taininents Bill 

proposing to tax a<lmisstoii in platans of public entertainment, t«> which Ur. Chantirr- 
nkvar .\Vj/.iyrin Loafler of the Ooalition Party, moveil an amendment 

fei circuinliuu of the Ihll for idicitiiig pnhlto opinion. 

The amendnierit being pnt to vote, Mr. Anmffraka Naroffon Sinka absent- mtndedly 
cried **Aye", while tlio rest of Iho I'iurtv and some others uried ‘'No", w}ierou}Nut 
Mr,^\i': N. Suiha said timt since the mover of tho Bill liar! assentt*«l to his arooiid- 
meiiU it nust be accepltsl. 

The imnasKO was eiide<l by the Spt^akrr niling that only the Finance Mini.ster was 
lioiuid by his vote and not tho tiovcriimoiit or liis party. Eventually, tho Bill was 
referred to tho ^»Ldoct Omimittoo. 

liKfi. (h'lieBKK* Salaries Rill 

Earliur, the As.somlily passed tlio Bihar Logislatiiro ft^ftiuois* titalarios) Bill, fixing 
the KalarioK of tho S|N'aker of the Asst*mhly and President of the Conncil at Rs. bOO 
iier mensem each and of tho IKqnity S|ioakor and Deputy rrosidunt at Bs. 250 each. 
Originally the Bill provided that the Preaitlont’s salary shall be Ks. 400 and the 



AM. -S? ] GMUUl. lUdOCBBtON Ot BUDOKT Vti 

Btfiafy PmUMf • Mtaij Bi. W>. Iha ■■aadamt pnpoiiac tha albon tgarm «» 
aaoapnd bj tke PnniH; bvt pnMd' t» • dltUM ud wcua b; Utt Totw to lb. 

Mnnimi* UtiA 

Ibe lUBisten' Biiarita BIB, Using MdariM at Bt. EDO par aamiMai aaeh, ana 
paiaad attoc tbe rtoaettoa ot w aoMadaMnt noaad by Mr. B. AhiMd (Ctoota Magpar, 
lodepeBdeot) reduotag laltfiat to Bi. S(X3. 

1m (MBmeb* DisqoaliABattoa Banofal BUI wai paaaed with an additional profiaioii 
foe tbe AdTooata-QaneraL neoeasitoted by the appointment of Mr. Baidwa Sakag, 
Leader of tbe OongreM Party in tbe Upper Obamber, to tbe poet 


Qimta. Uttouaezoif or Buoor 

BMl AUGUST Qenend Diaeiiaaion of tbe Budget oommenoed to-day. There 
wea general anpport for the badget altbongb the Finanoe llinieter in bia apeeob bad 

G linted ont that it waa mainly prepared by Me. Kimtir'r BtLiniatry and that eery 
w ohangea bad been made in it. 

Mr. Fiifiii«o faowerer, took a prominent part in the debate. He eaid the 
bndgdt bad been prepared by hie Ministry within a couple montbe ot their taking 
oMoe bnt the present took a month *to go rapidly throngb iC* Reteting 

to Mr. Binfaa's bodget apeeoh, be said he oouhl not aooept the aaeertioa of 
the Finanoe Minister that the Oongress was the only organisation repreeentiog the 
oooatry*e Ideala and aiwiratienn. Agreeing with the view that the country oonld not 
bo aatiaSed until ooasp&te independence had been aohief ed, he oonld not fully endorse 
tbe finagoe Minister’s eiewa regarding a oonetituent assembly nor the statement that 
tlw ob|oot of the Gengrest in aooepting offloe waa to seek to end tbe Constitution on 
the one hand and to utUise Jt for the eonstruodfo programme of the Oongrem on the 
ether. The two oirieoto, he thooght, were irreoonoiiabte. 

Mr. Jktp Ndram SinkOt referring to oonditiona in North Bihar, sakt that tha 
flood proUmn there waa aonfe. The rifera in North Bibar should, be ssid, be utilised 
by aesnr of thw hdest engiiioeriag dofioes to prerent floods. A defelopmsnt boani 
or troat ooald be eieated for rsising. tbe neeetsary funds to linnob asoheme to taokle 
the problems^ The Gkivemment oonld slso float a loan lor the purpose. 

Mr. MtoriMenr Bnukad suggested that saiariea should be tszed to. a greater ex- 
tant and; the amnej thne obtained: should be utilised ou nation-boildiog sohemes. fie 
Mae angpuitod toe iutiediiotioa of aniaU mtorntriee in jails to make them aelf-support- 
ing Heauppavtod taxation on agrioultufsl iuooma. 

Mn' Mokmm Bre urged the Oorerumeut to float a. big kmu with a 

vieto W'lindtafinw acricnltaral iodbbtedneis. 

Mr. SSSSStlSImmJkauiii thal! total Mobibition would rednow mmj in tbe Sautal’ 
Parpman to n staff of stanratton as thiw itfid for long periods mostly on toddy juioe. 
There man i# paafiaioo in the budget for the defelopmeut ot baokward areas. 


27Mb AUimMnr >-1!he Aanatoly liateaed atteutifely to apeeohon by 8ur Oantoh 
Mmtta Btofk «M Mr. 8. U: Uamar^ Deputy Lauder of toe Ooalitum Pbrty to-day. 
Sir arnmak aaid that the present Miwstry had not muoh. tee to prepare the Bbdgot 
s^ hoped that toe next one wodd be amre satisfaotorj. BaCmnug to the polUioal 
sitnelioa, he^iMd that rowdwsni was growing in the eonntry sad erimioal oases bet*, 
wean* aaameJar: and tonantS: were inoreasiag. If that was toe outoome of toe non- 
violent Mfley cf OengrwM. he found toe future ef the eoiatoy very dark. Sir to. 
ueaM sam IhM Che pmviaoe war grateful for assnsaaafa given of relief in varfious 
dimeMona hoi bmo latraafi were not eoouh. Unisss Obagresa membem and 
Minitoa toi«» «o amiimis ee-oparattou and sell-help am«m ^^PMfde tl^ tapk 
wettol he very dittealt Me said that the BatertoioBMnt s Bill and the proposed agn- 
oullaial tax weald not mMlf «mioh the provinon . ^ ^ 

Mr. 8. M. Jfonsar. ntariim to the proposed^ agnral^ mM thal toe prin- 
tiple ahoald be borne ii atoid tost the tax should nM M ou Umm who were 
toMtoolderit. He auggmtod the appointnisni to gs M the 

uuestion of the fioairaeenditiou of toe proviaee to ffud an equitable bails of taxir 
ttoa. Turning to ednostien he mid there wae no in dh at i e ii frwa thefbumoe MIoistor 
as to when toe proposal of free primary edoastioa wm to be glvmi elM to. 

Mr. ifabetb pSSad Siaka said tot BodgM wm aajbr whole d^poiatieg 
thongfa toe Fintnee Miatatar was not raaponMlto for it The mbfm povflon of too 
revenum in tohm wan never spent in nMiott-buntong dofertmonta aid he hoped that 
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the Fintnoe Minister would grsdoally rectify this snd devote the msjor portitm of 
his revenue to constructive schemes. 

Mr. B. Thakwr referred to the malaria epidemic in certain areas of North-Bihar 
and said that the Public Health Department shonid change its policy and adopt 

Ui. Binodanand Jha^ one of the Parliamentary Secretaries, said the present 
Ministry would cut down expenditure on all unnecessary items. Hie House then 
adjoanuKlHiii the ^th. 

SOlk AUGUST :~The general discussion of the Budget concluded to-day. The 
Finance Minister, Mr. Anugrah Narayan Singh speaking in Hindi assured the House 
that they would sympathetically consider all suggestions and try their best to redress 
their grievances. They would .soon place their nnal schemes before the House as soon 
as they were ready. Repudiating the suggestion by certain Congress members for 
the atwlition of zemindary, Mr. Sinha said that their present policy was based on 
general welfare. The House then adjourned. 

Demand for Constituent Assembly 

Slit AUGUST :-^ntrary to expectation the Assembly did not give its verdict 
to-day on the Constituent Assembly resolution moved by the Premier, the whole 
day being taken up by five speeches on the resolution. The Premier in his speech 
dealt with the various provisions of the India Act which he said was ^^an entire 
negation of democracy.” In moving the resolution he vivisected the new India Act 
exposing its hollowness from Judicial, executive and administrative aspects and 
pleMing for the Mtablishment of Constituent Assembly. 

In a nine^-minnte inspiring and rhetorical speech the Premier pointed out the de- 
fects in the Government of India Act which in actual working negatived any idea of 
responsible Self-Government which had been promised by different British states- 
men since 1911 several times, fie said that every page of the Oovernment of India 
Act has bristles with safeguards and special responsibilities. He demanded that In- 
dia ’should be given the same right and opportunity to decide her future as had been 
ooneeded to Dominions and other countries within the British fiotpire. Dealing 
with reservations he said that these militate against the very spirit of SelC^Oovern- 
ment especially when Oovemors and Oovernor-Qeneral have been given power 
to frame roles of business. He did not want that England should interfere in Indian 
affairs and that India shonid be governed sooordiog to tlie whims of the people of 
flh^lsnd and he demanded fullest legislative, administrative aud judicial freedom. He 
pointed out :how the present oonstitution was retrogressive instead of being progres- 
aiwe as compared with previous constitution. He bmieved that Eugiaud would treat 
them on .equal terms fairly only when she had the chance of losing India and there- 
lone it was necessary to create a situatioa in which she would have to negotiate with 
Indnms as she did with rebel Canada and make her give an acceptable change. 
foSwers). Referring to the criticisms levelled agaiust iXingress budget he said that 
he could present a budget only if he could tear the Government of India Aot tv 
pieoeB. l^ese demands might appear unreasonable to some but to honest finglishmon 
It will not appear so. The Premier concluded amidst loud cheering with the daolafmtion 
that he did not want aud would never tolerate any foreigner interfering with the affairs 
of hla oonntry. Discussion oo the resolution were inoouclusive and the Hooae rose 
for Hie day. 

lit. SEPTEMBER The Assembly passed saother day to-dsy, debating the 
Oonstiinent Aasessbly remdntioo without coming to a decision. Moslem members 
assured the Congress of their fall support in the fight for freedom but pleaded for 
safqfsarding the minority rights, for which anmimments were moved. Sir Oamek 
Dum fonser Minister, said that freedom oould not he won unless Moslems 

ioined the straggle. Minority fears were jnstified and their olaims had to be satisfied. 
Mr. if. N. JfujQhifyii (Indian Mining Federation) aaid that for implementing any 
agreement they had to depend on the good-will of the majority, fienoe he appealed 
to foe movers to withdraw foeir amendmenta and pass the raeolntion whole nesrt- 
edly. Mr. Ikvemdra Samamt (Ohotanagpur, Aborigines) also aimasied for the with- 
drawal of foe amendments, aqyiog that th^y mast have faith in ithe majority. 
Mr. Sh m m wm dun Singh (CMgresB) aaid foat the propertied eJasMS had nothing to 
fear from a OenatHnaat AaeemUy if they conceded the just demands of foe msssee 
who were at proaent eaphiifod. Tho Honae at this stage adjourned. 
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NON-OFFIOIAL BfiSOLUTIONS M 

NoN-OmouL RMOLUtioira 

2nd. SEPTCMRER The members who ooald speak Eogtieh should address 
the House in that laagaace ; this was the ruling jd^sn by the Speakmr to-dar when 
a member, who till then nad been raeaking in English, be^n to speak in urdn on 
a non-official resolation before the aonse. The speaker pointed out that under the 
existing rules in the Ooremment of India Act, English should be the language of 
the House unless the member did not know that language. 

The Premier^ appealing to the Chair to exercise his discretion and to adopt a 
more liberal attitude on the question, s^ that the rule which enforced finglish as 
the language of the House was the hall-mark of India’s subjection. 

The Speaker agreeing with the sentiments of the Premier, said that the rule 
needed modification, but so long as that rule existed, the Chair was bound bv it 

Out of 501 non-official resolutions before the House for discussion in the oourae 
of three days, the House to-day discussed and adopted two, of which one urged the 
discouragement of rice-milling and oil-pressing by mechanical power with the object 
of giving an impetus to cottage industries in rural areas while the other recom- 
mended the appointment of a committee to enquire into the present administration 
in Santhal Parganas (backward areas) and report on the changes necessary. 

3rd. S VTEMBER : —The Assembly passed to-day two resolutions, one reoom- 
mending the aimointment of a Committee to investigate the conditions of Industrial 
Jjibour in the Province and to report on them within six months and the other 
recommending the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive. 

Another resolution, recommending the establishment of a Land Mortgage Bank 
in the Province without further delay, was withdrawn, the Government giving an 
assurance that they would examine the question carefully and establish such a bank 
at the earliest possible time. 

4th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly rose to-day, after recording the first division 
of the session on a non-official resolution recommending the establishment of a 
Degree College at Ranchi, which was defeated by 71 to 26 votes after a heated 
discusaion. 

Earlier, all sides of the House were agitated when a Congress member, against 
whose name stood a resolution recommending to the Government to take early steps 
to introduce free primary compulsory education announced that he did not desire to 
move the same. 

The Parliamentary Secretary in charge of Education announoed that the principle 
had been accepted by the Government for a long time and the Government were 
considering how best to give effect to it and had not come to a decision on the 
matter ana as no decision had been reached yet the Government were unable to 
make a pronouncement at this stage. 

Khan Bahadur Saghirul Huq moved a resolution recommending the establish- 
ment of a land mortgage bank in the provinoe without further delay. Mr. Jagjiwaaram, 
Parliamentary Secretary, gave au assurance on behalf of the Government that they 
would try their best to establish such a bank. The mover withdrew the resolution. 

Government accepted the resolution recommending that the cost of administra- 
tion of the Mica Act bo recovered from those whom the Aot benefitted. The House 
at this stage adjourned till the 6tb. 

Demand for Constituent Assbmblt (gonto.) 

Btk. SEPTEMBER The fate of the Constituent Assembly resolution was undecided 
even to-day. Though it was the third day of the debate, Mr. C, P. tf. Sinha moved 
an aaendmont with the permission of the Treasurv Benches and other Parties 
leekiog fair representation in the Constituent Assembly for minorities and backward 
iatereala. He said that he agreed with the central idea in the resolution. It was 
now for Che Oongress to extond the hand of co-operation. 

Mr. C. P. Btfiha’s amendment and speech on it were in the nature of a gesture 
to the Cbngrees. He agreed with the Premier that the Oonetitntion was wholly 
ontatisfaetory, also that there was no question of giving a ohanoe to it and it 
wold be repealed inunediately. But in a bouy, which would meet to decide the faM 
of the Bttioa every shade of opinion and interest most be presented. Hence W 
ssMBil me Bt How, he asked, in the faoe of the anti-aemindar demonstratioos inem 
Md on t side the Honee could they feel that their interests were safe in the Mlnletry’e 
26 
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htads? He reminded the Congreea that in the new offensive still to oome, if they 
wanted to snooeed all should be united. They did not want absolute freedom for 
buidlords, bnt they insisted on their essential rights being preserved. He appeided 
to the l^naresB to create such a situation in which all tne special interests would 
antomaticallv join hands with the Congress. 

Mr. M. rtmus, former Premier, said this amendment fell short of his amend- 
ment. pondemning the India Act was condemning the Communal Award as well. 
What they wanted was freedom for all. 

Mr. Jagat Narain Lal^ Parliamentary Secretary, admitted the ozistence of the 
minoritv problem which demanded a solution. But, he thought, the present 
moment was inopportune for stressing these claims. He added that mutual goodwill 
was the best guarantee for communal and minority rights. As for the economic 
rights of certain classes, he said that no democratic constitution contained special 
mention of snoh classes. 

7lh. SEPTEMBER :--Eleventh hour negotiations held during the lunch r6ces.s 
enabled the Congress and the Muslim Independent Party to arrive at a compromise 
on the Constituent Assembly resolution which, in its amended Form, w.is unanimouslv 
carried to-dav. 

As a result of the compromise, an amendment, whifh the Speaker admitted as 
an exceptional case though notice was short, wa.s moved by Mr. Biwi (Muslim 
Independent) for adding at the end of the resolution that in order to give the 
utmost satisfaction to the minority communities, their representation on the Consti- 
tuent Assembly would be on a separate electorate basis, thoir rights and interests 
bei^ settled by mutual consent in the Constituent Assembly itself. 

The amendment was accepted by the Government. Messrs. Vunun and Manzar 
then withdrew their amenaments.* Mr. Chandreshwar Prasad Sinhas amendment 
was rejected without a division. 

Winding up the debate, the Hon. Mr. Sri Krinhia Sinha^ the Premier, traced 
the history and theories of the State and said that it was now universally accepted 
that the function of Goverumout was to assure every citizen his elementary rights, 
bread, clothes and shelter. No individual or group but the people were sovereign. 
Bide bv side with this idea had developed the institution or adult franchise. The 
demand for a Constituent Assembly was the result of a combination of these two. 
He reminded the House that such an Assembly would not be an All-Party Convea- 
tion but a body In which the voice of the masses would predominate. 

^rning to the landlords, the Premier asked them not to get panicky but to 
justify their existence by their conduct. The Governmeut would protect the tenants 
and the landlords, especially the small landlords. The economic classes held together 
BO long as the harmony and tho interests of society were maintained but when it 
went out of joint, no power on earth could save the disturbing class. 

Turning to Muslim members, the Premier asked them to allow him a certain 
frankness now that he bad accepted their amendment. Referring to the rejection of 
the Govt, of India Act by the Congress, he said that the Congress had always made it 
clear that no cornmnnal solution would be acceptable to the minorities. He added 
Hiat they had always held that separate electorates were bad as they strengthened 
the centrifugal forces and democracy could not be maintained in a country in 
which appeals were made to communal sentiments. 

The Premier said that be knew well that the Constituent Assembly could not 
be convened merely by passing resolutions. For that they had to rouse mass con- 
BcioQsnesB. He concluded by expressing the hope that within their life-time, the 
Assembly would come and a G^nstitutiou would come and be framed by which 
ever Indian would be made freer and happier. 

Taxing up Agricultural Income 

After the disposal of the Constituent Assembly resolution, the House entered 
into a diaoussion on a oontroversial official resolution, approving of the principle of 
agrionitnral income-tax and recommending to the Government to introduce a bill 
16r the pnrpose, the first shot being fired to-day by Sir Oanesk Dutia Singh who 
aaid the previous sauotion of the Governor-Geoeral was necessary as the reiolutioa 
affeohkl rItPs India Act of 1784 authorising the Governor-General to introdnoe the 
Psrnanent Settiement and the promulgation in 1793 by Lord Cornwallis of the 
dMlm&oe introdaoing the same. 
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The Premier said that this was only a reeommendary reaolution and hanoe the 
Governor-Oeneral's sanction was not neoessary. 

OmaiL Bills 

8th. SEPTEMBER: -The Assexubly to-day passed two ofBoial Bills, the Bihar 
Mntertainments Duty Bill providing for graded duties on entertainment oharfea 
above annas two and exempting edacationai entertainments, and the FamifU RJi§f 
Fund Expenditure Bill making the expenditure incurred to maintain the oapital of 
the Famine Relief Fund chargeable to the revenue. 

The Stamp Act Amendment Bill providing for inoreased stamp duties on certain 
documents was refetred to a Select Committee after an amendment moved by Mr. 
C\ P. N. Leader of Ihe Opposition, for oirculation had boon rejeoted by 84 to 

36 votes. 

The Speaker overruling Sir Ganesh Dutt Singh's objootion, the House began 
discussion on tho agricultural income-tax resolution. The Leader of the Opposition moved 
an amendment suggesting the appointment of a committee to report on the principle 
and practicability of the proposed taxation. The House then adjourned. 

VoTlNO. OK BOD&XT DsiIiKDS 

9th. SEPTEMBER The voting on tho demands for grants oommenoed to-day. 
The House discussed to-day the unemployment problem raised through* a motion for 
a cut in Ministers' salaries by Sir Oaneak Dull Singh, Mr. Kriehna Ballabh Shahay^ 
on behalf of the Government, assured the House that the Government realised the 



In the course of discussion on the salaries and travelling allowanoes ef the Minister, 
initiated by Sir Oaneah Dutia Singh by way of a out motion, the Premier said that 
the Ministry's policy was that tho Ministers must not travel in higher than teoond 
class in the trains and they should not accept a mileage allowance of more than four 
aooas and allowances more than Rs. 15 |)6r diem. 


lOlh. SEPTEMBER :~The whole demand under the head **general administration* ’ 
was voted to-day, four cut motions being withdrawn after discussion. The Question of 
rural indebteduess was raised by Sir Oaneah Datta Sinyh through a tolcen out in 
the Ministers' salaries. Mr. Jayatnarain Lal^ on behalf of the Government, usured 
the House that the Government were considering the establishment of debt oonoilia* 
tion boards and checking illegal practioes among money-lenders. The Government 
were also considering the Establishment of Land Mortgage Banks. The motion was 
withdrawn. The Bettiali Estate at present under the Court of Wards, formed the 
subject of three other cut motions. On Government assurance they were with- 
drawn, and the Assembly adjourned till the 13tb. 


13th. SEPTEMBER So long as be held office his Government would not 
tolerate lawlessness in any form, declared Mr. Srikriahna Sinha^ the Premier, 
when Mr. Mahiuddin Ahmed brought forward an adjourument motion to-day to 
disease recent disturbance in Sitamarhi when a clash oocurred between the police and 
a large mob of Musahars who oesieged the local jail in an attempt to rescue some 
of the prisoners. Mr. Ahmed said that he wanted to bring to the notice of the 
Government the feeling growing in the locality that under the present regime autho- 
rity could be flouted with impunity, which would result in dangerous oonsequenoe. 

After discussion whether the motion could be allowed on the ground ox urgenoVi 
it was withdrawn on the Premier assuring that an officiid inquirv was already 
proceeding and denying the contention of increasing lawlessness in that locality. 

Mr. Sachidananda Sinha raised a point of order whether parliamentary 
secretaries were entitled to reply to questions on behalf of the Government and 
partake in the discussions. He stated that the practice was unoonatltutional and 


improper. 


• Premier said that parliamentary secretaries ware appointed to aaaist Ministm 
in their work and ahould be entitled to speak on their nenalf. After disonaiioa the 
opeaker said that he would give his ruling later. 

„ Ihe Boom *oW tlie mt& daouuid under -Und nreuae.” The deMiid gate 
MOM" wee udai oonslderetiou vhen the Houe edjogned. 
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14th. SEPTEMBER The House discussed the excise grants to-day. Dr. Syed iiak- 
mud. Minister, stated that prohibition was not impracticable in India. Addressing the 
Oppwition benohes Dr. Mahmud said that many of them represented the wealthier 
sections of the people, and if they co-operated the deficit in revenue for introducing 
prohibition could be accomplished immediately. He was, however, hopeful that the 
goal would bo achieved within a short timo. The cut motion was withdrawn and 
the demand passed. 

Tho demand under stam ps was also passed, and the House adjourned while the 
*'forest’' grants were under discussion. 


ISth. SEPTEAfBER The Assembly pasbsed the entire demand for grants under 
the heads '^forests** and ^ registration". The demand under ^irrigatiou" was under 
consideration when the H ouse adjourned. 

16lh. SEPTEMBER During a discussion ou the In igation demand, several 
members, including some from the Congress Party, drew attention tu corruption in 
thf) Department and ur ged a redaction in canal rates. Members from Chota Nagpur 
urged better irrigation facilities for their area. 

17th. SEPTEMBER :-<-The Assembly after two day's disoussion passed the 
budget demand under irrigation to-day. Replying to criticisms on the working of the 
department, Mr. Jimuthahan Sen said that certain changes had been introduced iu 
the administration of the department, especially lower services, which were expected 
to go a long way towards preventing corruption. Speaking on the suggestion for 
the reduction of oanal rates, Mr. Sen said that as the canals served only a few 
districts, the step would not be justified. Besides, the inoidence of canal lates in 
proportion to the value of crops were lower In this province compared to others. 
Die grievances of cultivators, however, would be given due consideration, and the 
earliest opportunity would be taken for introducing a minor Irrigation Works Bill. 

The demand under administration of jastioe for which Rs. 23,60,660 had been 
allotted, 'Was then taken ujp. Sir Chanceh Daita Singh moved a cut motion to dis- 
cuss the system of administration of justice which he characterised as dilatory and 
expensive. He sugsested encouraging the appointment of more honorary officers 
on the civil side. TKakur Ramanandan Singh said that the system of appohrting 
honorary magistrates was moat unsatisfactory and should be abolished, and opposed 
(he idea of appointing honorary munsiffe. 

Mr. Jomnna Rraead Singh defended the system of administration of justice 
prevailing in India. The system, he said, was the best possible for India, although 
there was room for improvement. The discussion had not concluded when toe 
fionae Adjourned till the BOth. 


-“I want that the police should be respected and loved by 

the pu'blio. 1 have forgotten the past and now, as Prime Minister, I hold myself 
xeaponaible for the honour and preetige of the police," declared Mr. Srikrishna 
Sinha apealciiiff on a out motion moved by a Congress member to discuss the aboli- 
tien of we Doaukidari tax and «)Jeged oorruption in the police department Mr. 
fifinha aBBnred the House that the Government would do their tat to atamp out 
oorruption. He appealed to the public to change its mentality and look to the 
police as agents maintaining peace and order. Referiing to Chaukidars, the Premier 
said they 4ionld not be i^lished so long as they served aa a link between the 
viUages and the nearest police station. 

Tlie dohate had net ooaolndod when the House rose for the day. 

%lat SEPTEMBER The Assembly passed the remaining demands for budget 
giaads to-day, the gmlJotine being applied at 5 p.m. The House first diaouased the polioe 
grant Dnnqf (he debate apeikera laid stress on the need for economy and niged 
speoially the le da et i on in the Spooial Branch of the G. L D. and the posts of 
aamaaMlB. 

the faptfoi of pdany ednoatfoa, rural and mondpal, was raised by two eat 
BdUuntion Miaiater, rtayiw said that gioalor ntten- 
edaoaiHoo than to nnivanUy odnoaBoo. Ho amrod 
■idMjflg aU iaaoaa zaiaad. As for primary oinoation, 
ptaTTtho Omgm 
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IlXLVG OF A6Rl0nLTUR4L INCOMES (CONTO.) 

22iidl. SEPTEMBER The Assembly disoassod the resolution to-day proposing tasa- 
tioB of agricultural iucomes. The debate had not concluded when the House adjourneii 
till the next day whoa many members sfioke on the resolution. Mr. 5. A. Ari> 
irarned the Government not to create a situation which was likely to lead to class 
war, while Sir 0. D. Singh demanded justice for the zemindars. After the Advocate- 
General had spoken, the House adjo urned. 

24tb. SEPTEMBER The Assembly, after piulou;;ed discussion to-day, passed the 
agricultural income-tax resolution by Oo votes to 27. 

Ad amendment, movoii by Mr. i\ X. Sinha, Leader of the Opposition, 
demanding u committee to report on the principle and practicability of tbu proposed 
tax, was rejected without a division. 

Widding uii the debate, the Prime Minister, the Hun. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha, 
said that the proposed tax was legal as a similar tax was levied between 18jt) and 
1878. It was necessary in the interests of removing the prevailing inequality as 
the bulk of taxation in India was contributed by the poor. 

There was a tense moment when tho Prime Minister, in the cour.se of his speech, 
said that even conservative England was wuikiiig on the principle of Socialism and 
that the future rested with Socialism. 

The Leader of the Opposition asked, *‘\Vhy not adopt it here straight ' 

The Premier replied that he was convinced that social ills would not be eradicated 
without Socialism, but he was a believer in non- violence. 

Hihak Te.va.nm A.\ie.m». Him. 

25ih. SEPTEMBER Xbe lion. Mr. Sri Krishna Sttiha. the Prime Minister of 
Bihar, introduced and moved for reference to a iSeleci Committee to-day the Bihai 
I'enancy Amendment Bill. The Premier emphasised tlie increase in rents and the 
Mifferiugs of the tenants duts to illegal oxactiou.s and the faiiuie of laud-lords to 
carry out tlioir obligations regaiding irrigation, utc. IJo said that the Hill sought 
to give legislative sanction to the <iemauds widtdy ciammirod for. He added that 
people should be grateful to the Kisan »Sabha for awakening the tenant to his rights 
and bo appealed to the landlord to rise to tho occasion and save the zemindari 
system. 

8ir fianenh Uatta Singh moved an amendmeiil for the i ircuhitioii of tho Bill 
10 elicit public oiduion. lie admitted that they should look to the welfare of tho 
tenants but the Bill proposed drastic changes and it should be circulated. 

The Advocate- (j^cHvral said that the Bill did not contain new or Jaugerou.', pro- 
visions. It was basod on old and roorgani.sed principles and sought to provide a 
speedy machinery to put tho.se priucifues into practice. Ili« added that there was 
no need for circulation as the piesont House represented public opinion. 

Mr. C. P. N. Singh, the Leader of the Opposition, said they wore tired of licar- 
iug accusations against zemindars. Ho agreed that the tenants' right had to be 
footected but the realisation of rents must also bo assured to the /omindar. 

The House adjourDud till the 27ih. wdieii i!»ir Oant»sh Untta Singh's amendment 
for circulation was lost and tho Premier'^ motion to refer Hie Hill to a Select 
Oimmittec wa.s carried without divisiuu. 

27lh. SEPTEMBER His Excellency iSii y/atirin llallclt, tJoveriior of Hihai. 
addressed the Assembly this afteruojn and prorogued the budget session of the House. 
After congratulating the members on a successful session, Uis Kxcclleucy said : 

"Apart from the budget, the Ministry has introduced important legislation and, 
I must add, controversial legislation. Ji has been suggested in certain quarters that 
this legislation, if and when it becomes law, should be opposed hy unconstitutional 
methods. 1 trn.st that this suggestion has not genoral .support. I feel that even 
the short experience which we have had of the working of tho now Constitation 
during the present session goes to show that all minorities have a full opportunity 
of putting forward their views and you, Sir, have given every opportunity to the 
Uiiposition to take full part in all important debates. It must bo recognised that in 
Ml parliamentary constitutions, the Opposition plays as important a part as the 
Government and it is very satisfactdiy to me to see clear signs that parliamenUry 
procedure has been developing here on right lines and that there have been healthy 
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diMOMioM betwaeo the Oopernment sad the Opposition on conttorersial points 
at inae. ^ 

**I bare held chaige of my office as Governor for some six montha. I must 
confm that at times during that period I hare felt pessimistic as to the future, 
bnt 1 bare always been buoyed up by the knowlodge that all of you, to whatever 
pohtoial party you may belong, havo a common object, the bettorment of the people 
• u * opjeot. The progress may be slow and, while dealiiii^ 

with the many difficult problems before us, we must not look for immediate ami 
spectacular results. During the past six months, much useful spadework has been 
done and I must take this opportunity of expressing my appreciation of the work 
done by iho four geutiomcn who joined my first Council of Ministers in thi>, 
.Province. 

“My Prime Minister and his colleagues havo had a very strenuous time during 
the l^t two months when they have had parliamentary duties to perform iu addition 
to their administrative work, liut I know that 1 shall havo the support of the 
Assembly when I say that they have discharged their duties with credit and success. 
They have received valuable assistance from thos»j members of this House who 
have been selected as Parliamentary Secretaries and 1 (cel sure that they themselves 
will be the first to admit the help that they have received from the officers of the 
^rotariat and tho various Civil Services. Wo all— Ministers, members of thi^ 
House whether of tho (iovernment party or tho Opposition, Civil Servants of alt 
the Services -are co-operating in tho great work of improving the condition of tbo 
people of Bihar and I am confident that we f hal! a* hiove success and tliat. tiod’r, 
blessing will be on this great work, 'j 

The Houso was thon (irorogued. 

Winter Settion --Patna to 23rd. December 1937 

}^T AMI’S Act Amkm>. Bnx 

The winter session of the Assembly commenced at l*atna on the Ut. December. 
The House discussed the Stamps Act Araundroent Bill which aimed at increasing the 
revenue from stump duties by approximately Hs. 3 and a half lakhs a yeai. 

Mr. Anuyraka Narayan •Sinhit, Finance Minister, moving oonsidoration of th^ 
Bill said that minor changes had boon made by tho Select Committeo 1) which it 
had been referred, by reducing the rates at some places and incieiising them hI 
others. 

An amondnioiit by Mr. M, .4. was rejected. .S’tV 0. D. Sittyh sai l 

the Bill did not fit iu wiili the policy of Hie Hovcmmenl who wanted to relieve 
the lot of tho poor, as tho Bill would affoct ilium also aivorsely. Mi. Jayntunrav* 
Lai, Parliamonlary JSecrotary for Finance and Commerce, said tho Guveraraeut weie 
euuaily anxious tiiat no fiesh taxation mexsiiro should touch the pour iu theii 
enorl to tap additional sources of roveuiie. That was why tho incidence of stamp 
duty would fall mainly on those who could afiord to enter into large-scale transac- 
tions. Cases whore tlio measure touched tho poorer i lass of poojilo wore fixed a* 
the very minimum. 

Iho Bill w’UK passed and the House adjourned. 

tSr'..\R KAcreuiEs Coxtkoi. Him. 

2nd. DECEMBER : - In Hio As.sembly to-day, moving the Flihar 
Factories Control Bill for reference to a Select C'*mniitte»', l»r. y. Mahmud, 
Education and Development Minister, explained tho |irohleuis facing the sugar 
industry and the provisions embodied in the Bill for tackling them. Dr. Mabmui 
traced the growth of tlio .sugar industry and said that tho Bill had been drafted 
in consultation with tlio P. Guvornineut as Bihar and U. P. comprise the 
largest sugarcane growing tract in Ijdia arid tin* problems woro similar to both 
the provinces. 'Ine most important nrollem was the unhealthy competition 

between factories resulting in precipitate tall in the price of su^ar, which did not 
repay the cost of cane cultivation. As long as cultivation did not improve the 
industry would depend on protection. Dr. Mahmud wanted the Tariff Board and 
the Government ot India to safeguard the industry by maintaining the present 
level of protection especially iu view of the fact that Java would be intensifying 
her export in the near future. The ratification by the Government of India of 
the International Sugar Agreement, he said, was ill-advised and detrimental tr 
India’s eoonomio interests. 
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ProeeediBg. ha taid tha Bill oovarad a wida ground providing for 
Oovamiaaiit control from praparaiion and planting of oane to ttha finishad product 
and diatiibution. Tha primarj oonoern was fair itraatment of growara by faotoriaa. 
Xba Bill provided lioenaing of factories, regulating the supply of sugarcane intended 
for uaa in aiioh factories and the price at whioh oane might be purohaaed and 
matters relating thereto. Thus tha main principles of the Bill ware regulated 
production and avoidance of overproduction of cane for use in factories and 
oonoaatration of supply from areas near the factories, certainly of disposal of 
growers* cane, the principle of direct purchase, namely, exclusion of midaia-man 
and lastly co-operative organisation among growers. A slight tax would also be 
imposed whkh would raise the cost of oane to the factory but would eventually 
benefit the industry when improved methods of cultivation were adopted by 
growers. 

During the general discussion on the Bill that followed, Mr. E, C. Danby 
(Patna-Tirhut-ciim-Bhagalpur European constitueocy) said the Bill would benefit a 
minor group of sugar-growers at the expense of the majority. The provision for 
reserved areas was, he said, vague and nothing was said about personnel or how 
the S^ar Control or Advisory Board would be constituted. Besides, if an 
expansion of the pre.sent factories or an increase in their number was to bn 
controlled he asked how that would benefit cultivation. Sir Oanesh Datta Singh 
tl^ught that the less Oovernment interfered with the industry tlio better it would 
be. A large increase in the uumber of inspecting officers, he thought, would 
prevent smooth working of the factories. He criticised the provision for taxation 
as being uofair to the factories. Mr. Dipnarain Singhs simporting the Bill, said that 
Oovernment protection could not go on indefiuitely. The growers must stand on 
their own legs. He wanted the growers* organizatiou to bo couductod on a 
co-operative basis. 

3rd. DECEMBER :-*The Assembly discussed aud referred to a Select Committee 
to-day the Bihar Sugar Factories Control Bill. The Committee was reque.stod to submit 
its report by December 7. The House then adjourned till the lOtli. 

There were no questions on the order paper and the debate ou the Bill was 
resumed by Mr. Tajamul Hussain who criticized tlie provision for the imposition 
of a cess on sugarcane. He was of the opinion that if the local Government had 
agitated they could have obtained the required amount from the Oovernment of 
India and avoided thereby new taxation on sugarcano. He was also opposed to the 

K rovisioo compelling mills to join a sugar syndicato. The Bill appeared to him to 
ave been couceived on a high plane of idealism and he doubted whether it would 
be workable in actual practice. Mr. Jamuna Karjve (Congress) questioned the 

statement of the Education and Development Minister that cane-growers in the mill 
areas had benefited considerably with the progress of the industry and quofed 
figures to show that instead of the cultivators, it was the factories that had 

benefited. Even with the present Bill, cultivators would not gain much. Ffe did 
not favour the zoning system. He addcMl that evidence before the Tariff Board had 
been over-wbelmingly against the system. Mr. W. H, Meyrick (Bihar Plauters* 
Association) considered it improper for the Govornmoiit to interfere in tbo purchase 
of sugarcane by factories. Tne option of dispo.sing of cano cither direct or through 
co-^erative societies should, he thought, he left to tho growers. 

Dr. Syed Mahmuds replying to the debate, said that thero was no 

justification for the complaint that the Goverment was in great hurry to pass the 

measure. The Bill had oeea envoled after long consultation aud conferences with 
the various interests concerned. As regards tho projiosed tax on sugarcane, he 
said, it would be imposed on factories. Due to tbc hopelessly inadequate allotment 
nt^e to the province by tho Government of India from the Sugar Excise Fuud 
this taxation had become necessary. The proposed Sugar Control Board, be 
explained, would consi.st of 15 members of whom tour eacli would ^ represent the 
Sugar Association and growers : two would be ministers, two secretaries, two persons 
would be nominated by tho United Provinces Government aud one by the local 
Oovernment. 


Schedule of Expesoituiie fur 1937-:i8 

10th. DECEMBER :^Tbe Finance Minister laid on the table to-day a schedule 
of expenditnre for 1937-38, and presented a Supplementary Statement showing the 
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estimated amoant of ezpoaditare which it was anticipated will be incurred dnring the 
financial vear 1937*38 over and above the provision in the aoheduie it the 
anthorisea expenditure. 

take this opportunity ot informing the House” he said, “that our opening 
ordinary balance on April 1 was about Rs. 3 and one fourth lakhs more than 1 
estimated, and the revenue returns to date indicate that if the revenue comes in as 
now anticipated during the remaining four months of this year, the revenue may be 
approximately Rs. 5 lakhs more than I estimated when presenting the Budget 
estimates. As regards expenditure some reduction may be anticipated as a result 
of retrenchments which are being investigated but otherwi.se there is likely to be 
litfle variation from the Budget estimates. 

Su<;ar Factories Costrol Bill (Coxtu.) 

nth. A 12lh. DECEMBER :~Tho consideration of the Sugar Factories 
Control Bill was resumed on the 11th. and on the next day, the Opposition amendment 
aiming at the deletion of tho provision in the Bill, for a zoning system for the 
supply of sugarcane to facto rios was lost by 85 to 33 votes. 

Mr. C/tandrrswar Pranad Narain Stnha^ leader of the Opposition, said that 
/oniog would not put a check on overproduction which was the worst menace to 
the industry and which last year caused grave hardships to the cultivators due to 
the difficulty in disposing of surplus canc. When zoning was introduced, 
suppliers would not have any freedom in dealing with their cane. Agricultural 
ezuorts did not hold the view that zoning was the only means in improving 
cultivation, lie suggested that a simpler method than zoning would be to compel 
factories to liave a large perceutage of their requirements through ^^bondiug'* i.e., 
puroliasu of spccined quantities of cane from the oultivators. Zoning was not a very 
effective remedy against bribery. He disputed the claim made by the Minister 
in charge that tho zoning clause was the life and soul of the Bill. 

Replying, Dr. Mahmud., Minister for Education and Development, maintained 
that the zoning proposed in the Bill would control overproduction and prove to be 
beneficial to the grower, ilo cited the case of Java where he said there were 
** economic areas'’ very miloh similar to the system proposed. By zoning the 
present clement of uncertainty among tho growers would be removed as they 
would be sure of every stick of their cane being purchased in the reserved area 
served by a particular factory. He assured them that the Government would 
make etloits to organise a net- work of cane-growers’ co-operative societies through 
whicli the factories would have to buy their caue. 

13th. DECEMBER The Assembly to-day passed the Sugar Factories Control 
Bill. All amendmeur moved by Mr. Mahomed Shafi regarding deductions in the 
amounts advain’i**! by tlie factories, was rejected by 51 to 32 votes while two amend- 
ments, moved by the liou. Dr. Syed Mahmud^ Development Minister, with a view 
to pioteoiing the giowor iu tho m.Ufer of th»i minimum price of sugarcane, were 
aoroptod. 

SriTLLMENTARY DeM.\XOS VoTEIl 

14tb. DECEMBER .- The Hou.se took up the voting of grants for supplementary 
demands to-day. Une of tho demands was for making up tho deficiency in the 
Reserve Bank of Hs. 3,12,187 caused by defalcation in the Motihari Treasury. All the 
demands were voted. 

In order to make good the detlcicucy to the Reserve Bank under the terms of the 
liovernmimt’s agreement with them, caused by the recent alleged defalcation of the 
sumw)f Rs. 3,12.167 from the . currency chest of tho Motihari treasury, a supplementary 
demand for an equal amount was contained in the statement of expenaiture from 
revenue for 1937-3S presented by tlie Finance Miniater for the vote of the Assembly. 
The Provincial Government, it was pointed out, had accepted the responsibiftty at 
that time for tho whole amount shown in the currency chest register and that 
amount is now short. In addition, it was stated, a considerable amount of counterfeit 
coin, the exact amount of which has not yet been ascertained, bad been substituted 
for good coin and also a sum of Rs. 31*13*11 has been defaloated from the treasury 
balance. A further demand in respect of the counterfeit ooin may sabaequently 
be necessary.- 
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the eCalMiMt jpneenM bj the fbiaiioe Mtiiieter aeM It not jet 

when the deftl^ot hem bat t detailed enquiry li being mdt bj the pbUou 
and a detailed deportMoil enqoirj te place the ceeponeibi^ for negUgenoe wQI 
be made ee eoon oe the police enquiry la ended. 

notae coin fa the oacreiiay cheat prafioualy were the property of the 
Gofernment of India bat oinoe April 1, 1835 &ey have been the proper^ of the 
Beeerve Bonk of Indio. Up to lloroh Si, the Oovemiiieat of Jam were iee« 
poneible to the Beaenre Book of India for any lone fiom the carrenoy eheat thoajth 
they oonld reqoire the local Oevemment to reimbnrae to them any leea onooed 
the oe^geoce of the loool oAoera. (Ahoe April 1, 1837 the xeaponoibUity for the 
safe onatod j of tho onrrenoy cheat recta on the provincial Ooverament who ore reapon- 
Bible to the Reserve Book for the safe onatody of the onrrenoy cheat 

*When reaponaibility for the safe onatody of the carrenoy cheat woe tronaferred 
on April 1, 1937 from the Government of India to the provincial Government a 
special detuled verifioation of the onrrenoy cheat was nndertoken on Maieh 81« i837. 
As riie reanlt of this veriftootion all was reported to be In order at Motihaii. 
There ia, however, some reason to think that this coonting waa not oorreotly oorried 
out and even at that time there was large dedoienoy in the onrrenoy cheat and the 
matter is being folly investigated. 

ImrAiicT Act Amikd. Bill 

ISlh. DECEMBER :*-The Assembly took np to-day the consideration of the 
Bihar Tenancy Act Amendment Bill as reported by the Seleot oommittee. Mr. 
C, P. y gtifha, leader of the Opposition, moved an amendment to the olanae in 
the Bill relating to oeonpanoy holdings to the effect that a oolleotor shonld have 
the power to award oosts to any party in any proceedings nnder this aeotfon nod 
any sum ordered to be paid m costs shonld be recoverable from the party by^ 
whom it is payable to the collector. 

The danse in question states that when an oooapanoy holding has bean tho 
subject of partition by on. order of a oonrt its division shonld be mndlng on the 
landlord. If the rent of a holding is distribated by agreement between the portiea 
to a partition and the landlord does not aooept the distribution, the landlord or any 
of the parties involved may make an applioation to the oolleotor to distribute the 
rent of the holding. The same applicatioa shonld be mode it the parties ore unable 
to reach an agreement 

The section of the existing Act to which the above provisions have been reoom* 
mended to be added by the seleot ooBMnittee states that an oooapanoy ryot shall* 
not be elected by his landlord from his holding except in execution of a decree of 
ejectment passed on the ground either that he has osm the land in a manner which 
has rendered it unfit for the purpose of tenancy or that he has committed a breach 
off the Act. ^ 

Mr. Stnha’s amendment was aocepted by the Oovernment and paaaed by tho 
House. The House then adjourned. 

leiii. DECEMBER As the result of a settlement between the repreaentatives 
of Zemindars and the Ckmgress, the Bill was having an easy passage in the Assembly. 
The House disposed of ten clauses of the Bill, several of the Opposition amoad* 
ments being either not moved or accepted by the Oovernment without mooh 
discussion. 


17th. DECEMBER :-A prsoedent was created AasmWy 

adjourn^ at fear in the afternoon to have its first night sitting at 5 in the 
evening again. The hoo. Mr. 8ri Kriikna 8inha, Premier and leader of the 
Honae, pmntod oat that it waa desirable to get the Bill parsed into law at the 
earliest moment in the interests of the tenants. 


Daring the disonsslon of one of the olauses. the Prime Minister fndioatod that 
the Oovernment would bring a supplementary Bill soon,, iaMrMrotiag MV^ other 
relief meaanrea for the peasantry which were not oovaied by toe present HR 
The Bill, which raised an agihdion all over the Pi^ce at the hme pf ito intro> 
dnoCioD, had an easy passage in the Honae doe to the agreement reached between 
toe Oongraaa and repreaentatives of ttmin da r a. ^ , 

Dn^ toe third reading of the Bill, the Prime 
Kriikna BtnAa, replying to oritioiaina of too meaaore raised donog too diaenaoioa, 
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ited out the GoTenunent’e objeotire ia bringing forward end eanaditug this 
... jlatiOtt. Sinoe asaunlng power, the present Government had intended to carry 
oat Tariona ameliorative meaaarea, eapeciaiiy aifeoting the maaaes, but they oonld 
not be done as speedily as they desired. One of the reasons was that the atmos- 
phere wah not condnoive to the carrying eat of such measares. There were 
varioOa oohftioting forces in evidence. He would like a better atmoMbere than now 
to be criMted in the province and a better adiostment on the contucting forces. at 
work. The relations between zamlndars and the peasantry especially needed 
Improvement. 

Mr. Chandftanddr Praaoli Nnrauan SMOi Leader of the Opposition, on behalf 
of the zamindars, pointed out various disadvantages which would accrue to the 
zimindars. The zamlndars always cared for the tenants and their present 
atttitttde regarding the Bill was evidence of the same. It should not be 
understood that the zamlndars co-operated with the Govornment in a spirit of 
submission or fear of the Government ; thoy only bad the welfare of the tenantry at 
heart The zamindary system^ like any other institution, had its defects. Even the 
present Government were not free from imperfections. Nevertheless zamin^rs 
would continue to extend co-operation to the Governmont in sncIi measures since 
the objective of the Oongress and the rest of the country was the same, namely, 
poliUcal emancipation, although their methods of achieving it might differ. 

Ttie Monbt-Lekoers' Bill 

2OII1. DECEMBER :^The Assembly to-day discussed the Money-lenders* Bill, 
moved by the Finanee Mimater for being referred to a joint committee of both the 
Houses. The Bill aims at giving relief to debtors, to prevent exaction of usurious 
rates of interest, and to regulate the business tf money-lending. Discussion bad not 
oonoluded when the House adjouruod. 

21st. DECEMBER After a whole day's discussion, the Bill was referred to a 
joint committee of both the Houses. 

Agricultural Ihcoue-Tax Bill 

The Finance Minister, the bon. Mr. Anugraka Narain Sinha, next introduced the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill and moved for reference to a joint committee. Explain- 
ing the object of the legislation, the Finance Minister said that the provincial revenues 
were. so. small that the Government had no alternative but to utilise this additional 
Bonrce.of revenue which had been given to them. 

The Bill aims at, obtaining additional revenue by taxing sgricnltural income, the 
exemption limit be fixed at Rs. 5,000. The tax on amounts above Ks. 5,000 and below 
Ks. Sb,000 is proposed to bo fixed at the same rates as those fixed in tue Indian In- 
come-tax Act, 1912. 

22Bd. DECEMBER The opposition to the measure was spirited. Several mem- 
bers, including Mr. C. P. N, Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, maintained that the 
motion was not in order since it would infringe the character of the Permanent 
Settlhtbent and hence, under the Oovernment of India Act, the sanction of B. £. the 
Governor and H. £• the Governor-General was necessary before nts discussion. 

Mr. Baldev Sahay, Advocate-General, replying to the arguments advanced by the 
Opposition, repudiated the contention that the motion was ultra vires or that the Bill 
would alter the character of the Permanent Settlement. He held that the measure 
not reppgnant to the provisions of the Government of India Act and did not re- 
qedre tl^e previous mnctlou of the Governor or the Governor-Geneial. 

The Spetiktr Tuli^ that the motion was in order. The Bill was referred to a 
Select Committee. 

^ Bum CacuLAR^Paxicua's SiATEBaRT 

23rd. DECEMBER Ih tlie Assembly to-day the Prime Minister, the hon Mr. 
Sri Krishha Binha madb a Statement in connection with the circular purponted to 
have been issued reoenrtly by^ Mr. W. B. Brett,lChief Secretary, containing instrnc- 
tiouB to District Officers re^rding the procedure to be followed when orders ‘from 
Ministers, or purportiog to be from Ministers, were received by them. 

Tha circuiaf. |t was stated, advised .the officers that orders from Ministers could 
be autbentio only when they were duly signed by one of the Permanent Secretaries. 
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gobeeqaeatly* an adjoarDment motloa waa aoDghl to tio moYod in thtf Ataambl j on 
tho mand that the matter raised an iaoiportaat oonstitational issae, bat the Pnme 
Minister assnred the Hoase that. the. matter was beiaig enquired into andttie ^fom* 
ment would make a statement Iqter. 

The Prime Minister., in the statement tcHUj, said that Mr. Brett had siioe 
esplained that the oironlar was in his prirate oapeoity and that he deeply rsfretted 
that it shonld have oaused embarassment to the Ministry. The Oonnoil of Ifiuilera 
had aooepted Mr. Brett’s eiplaoation and was taking steps to oiroiriarise orders to 
the Pfstriot Officers, stating that the note sent out by Mr. Brett merely represepted 
his private advice. It was not an order of the Provinoial QoverhmedI and henoe 
was withdrawn. The Ministry had farther passed orders stating that no'Beoretary 
shonld issue a letter attempting to explain or interpret Government orders ot' pro* 
oedare withont reference to the Government The Ctovernment trnsted that the 
action taken by them would obviate the misunderstanding oansed bv the private 
letter. 

The Prime Minister stated that the letter had attracted muoh notice and 
attention had been drawn to it in the Assembly. It was contended by several 
papers that the letter had the effect of uudermining the, authority and lessening 
the power of the Ministers. Tlie Ministers were not aware, of the issne 
of any such circular or of any interpretation of the constitutional; position, ^ey 
did not direct tho issue. They thought that any circular, Issu^ by an omj(}er 
holding a responsible post under the Local Government, would have the effeot'of 
undermining their authority. They also thought that any authoriative interpretation 
of the constitutional position should not be given by a Secretary to the Government 
on his own authority, but should have been referred to them for decision. Mr. Brett 
had since explained that in view of the fact that he had been consulted on this 
point by certain offloers, he had issued in a private capacity this note to explain 
what appeared to him to be the constitutional position and he had made it clear 
that the note merely conveyed his personal opinion and was not an offloial insirnction 
of the Government. Ue had repudiated the suggestion that he or any other oflioer 
should have tried to place impediments io the way of the Ministers. The Oonaoll 
of Ministers reocguised that Mr. Brett had no iotentiou of undermining their 
authority and felt that it was necessary to remove the effect oaused by this letter. 

The Assembly next passed the ameudments made luithe Tenancy Bill by the Oonnoil 
last night while the latter had a brief sitting A joint committee of 34 waa fonnsd 
from members of both the Houses to oousider and report on the Money-Londora 
Bill and the Agricultural laoome-Tax Bill. The House was then prorogue* 


Proceedings of the Council 

P«Uw-22ih1. a 23rd. July 1937 

Eucnov or Pbisidxiit 

The First Session of the Bihar Legialarive Oonncil under the new Aet oommiMOOd 
at PMnn on the 22ad. July 1937. Rai Bahadur JSaiiah ^Chandra Sinka oomipM 
the presidential chair whereafter members were sworn in. Tharoafter the Oooaoil 
sdjonmed till the next day, the 33rd July when Kumar BaJiuu Raitfun Rtmmd 
ffMipb WM elected President and Mr. Nogut Imam Dy. Prsaidont. Tho Boom Ihmi 
ndjonmod titM diu. 


k— 3 O 1 I 1 . Aniai t -dth. Sept. ItST 

Ih« OwnsU mat oa th« SOih. Ammit fa tha Gaafaraoaa Boom q( flw I 
Xaa|tf BajiTorairiaa Piatad SbjA preaiitintt f|ia Fiowao 
tbaBotgot, 
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TBS BIBAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Nov-ofncatAL BmxLimovB 

Slit AUGSU8T The Congras sutaiBed two defeats on non-offioial resolatioos. 
one recommendiiig Biat ererj enonmbered estate pacing cesses amoantiog to Rs. 1000 
or al^e ^onU oe taken ander the management ox the Court of Waras on applica- 
tion bj the proprietor, and the other urging the Government to inquire into the 
oanses of Indebtedness of the peasantry and landlords and remove them. 

1st SEPTEMBER The Connoil continued its discussion on non-ofBcial resola- 
tioos. A resolution by Mr. Omr Sahay laL former Revenue Minister, was adopted, 
reeommending that oottage industries should be started in rural areas and subsiaised 
by the Government, where necessary, that marketing facilities be provided for such 
artioies and that their use be encouraged. 

OmciAX. Bills 

Ml. SEPTEMBER ;-Before resuming the genera) discussion on the budget the 
Council passed three official Bi lls passed oy the Assembly, namely, the Bihar Legis- 
lature (fiSemoval of Disqualifications) Bill, the Bihar Legislature (Officers* ; Claries) 
BilL and the Bihar Ifintotera' SaUriea Bik 

On the oonolusfon of the general discussion on the budget and, after the Finance 
Minister had replied, the | President read the Governor’s message proroguing the 
Connoil, which was received by all members standing. 

Winter Senion^etna— 10th. to 23rdl. December 1937 

The winter session of the Connoil oommenoed at Patna on the lOtb. December. 
The Hon’ble Kuma/r Eajiva Randan Rtako, President, welcomed the members to the 
second session of the Council. He feelingly referred to the death of Sir Jagadish 
Chandra Bose, India's greatest scientist ana paid handsome tributes to the memory 
of the great savant who served humanity by means of his epoch-making discoveries. 

Hon’bie Anugrah Narain RtnAa, Finance kMinister, associated himself with what 
the Ffestdent had said oondoUng the death of Sir Jagadish. 

Kkan Bahadur 6, i#. JnmatL leader of the Coalition Party, said that in the 
death of Sir Jagadish India had lost a great patriot and this loss could not be com- 
pensated. 

Synd Nagui /mam, Deputy President said that the late savant was a great 
explorer and discoverer and the whole world had been benefited by his services. 
Mr. Our Sahay Lai said that the loss of Sir Jagadish was irreparable. 

The Oounolf nnanlmonsly passed the resolution, members standing. 

After question time, the Finance Minister laid on the table a supplementary 
statement of the expenditure from the revenue of the province. 

The Secretly of the Legislature placed on the table the Eatortaiamont Bill, the 
Famine Relief Bill and the Stamp Act Amendment Bill as passed by the liower House. 

At the request of the Finance Minister, the President adjourned the Council till 
13th December. 

Enxxbtai27iiez7TS Dutt Bill 

IStb. DECEMBER Mr. Puneydeo Sharma (Congress) moved to-day the consi- 
deration ol the Bihar Entertainments Duty Bill as passed by the ABSombly. The bill 
provided for the imposition of a tax on all payments for admission to any public 
eatertainmenta and was based on similar Acts already passed in other provinces. The 
duty on two annas to Be. 1 on Bs. 4. 

Mr. Shanna said that cinemas and theatres were the only entertainments in the 
province and as they had no ednoative value it would not be wrong to tax them. 

Kkm Bahadur lamaiL the] Leader of the Opposition said the Bill was acceptable 
in prmoiple. He personally was in favour of taxing all luxuries. He observed, 
however, that oertain olauses, partioularly that relating to penalties for the violation 
of the Aot was rather hisrsh as no provision for appeal had been made. 

■ it— WU 1 • it— i. t— 




anxious to aafsjipmrd the intm^ of the puhlio. The provision for the imposition 
of Born OB thoio ^olatlQg the Aot was not to penMixe but to check any abuse of the 
Act vni thmforo no appeal nMnat a oonviotioa had been provided for. 

An nendment mved by Mr. 8. N. Bafin to exclude datles on admission tickets 
to the value of Be. 1 wea vigorously opposed and rejected without a division. 

The House aoospted the notion lor oonskimtion. 


^14 DM. ’37 ) SUGAR FAC!C0RIE8:tX)NTR0LlBlLL 2l9 

8vo4S Fictosibb ComoL Bnx 

I4lh. DECE MB E R Dr. Bytd Mioistar of Oofetoimioiit, plaood on 

the table to-day the Bihar Sugar Faotoriea Control Bill as paned hy the iiMaihly 
and requested that oonsideration of the Bill should be taken up to-morrow 
in Tiew of the importance of the sugar nroblem in the^provinoe. Iho present condition 
in the province was such as demanded passage of the BUI without delay thcough 
the Council. 

Khan Bahadur 8, if. Leader of Opposition said that the Bill was impor- 

tant and needed study from every point of view. As the Bill was of oontentfams 
and controversial nature, ample opportunity should bo afforded to the members tor 
carefully sorntinising the same, fie, therefore, opposed the proposal of the Hon'ble 
Dr. Mahmud and said that the Bill should not be wen up to-morrow. 

Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Sinha said that the Bill oould not be taken into 
consideration to'^morrow. 

Mr. A. iTaottt Imam said that the House should permit the Hon’ble Minister to 
introduce the Bill tomorrow as the . Bill was an urgent necessity. 

Mr. Gtiraakat Xof said that it was true that the Bill was of nr|wnt nsoeisity 
but the Hon’ble Minister should consider the difficulty of| the House also and allow 
ample time for consideration of the Bill. 

The Bon'hle Dr, Mahmud replied that if the House wanted ample timsi» hs was 
readv to give it. The Hon’ble Minister then withdrew bis; proposal of hiAtodioing 
the Bill to-morrow. 

The Presidant fixed the 18th December tor introduction of the Bill. 


18th. tNECEIlIBER :~The Gooucil to-day passed the Bihar Sugar Factories Con- 
trol Bill and granted permission to the Prime Ministor to introdnoo the Bihar 
Tenancy Amendment Bill on Tuesday. 


Discussion on the Bihar Sugar Factories Control Bill was then 

30 of the Bill was taken into .oonsiderafion. (Sanse 30 runs thus:— Provlnolal Oovt. 
may after consulting the Board make rulesSto carry -out the provisions of (his 
Act. 

Mr. Gurtahai Lai moved an amendment stating that the words *^providsd that 
Provincial Government may without consulting the Board make rales providing for 
the constitution of the first board” should be added after the clause. 

Mr. Kumar Oanganand 8ifmh moved another amendment which demanded that 
the words ^*after oonaulting Ibe Board” should he|omittad from the olanss. 
ifr. Baidao Sahav, Advooate-General said that if Mr. Oursiliai Lai’s i 

be aooepted legri diffionlto wonld remain and Mr. Gangaoand Silk’s i 

would remove the defect. He said that Mr. Gauganaod Blagn’t amendment 
was acceptable. _ ^ . 

The Hon’ble Eduoatioa MimMer informed (he House that ha was proparsd to 
accept Mr. Oanganand Singh’s amendment, 

Mr. Guraakai Lai mid that If his amendment be not facoepted the whole trou- 
ble would remain. Ho appoalod to the House to approve of bis anssndment tor the 
safe working of the Sugar Lwislatioii. , . 

The Hon^ble DevahmmfU Mlm§Mr replied that when be bad aooepted one amend- 
ment how ho oouid aob^ the other amendmeiit. _ 

Kumar Gangmnamd aiugh'9 amendment was pasted by the Hoase and Mr. 
OuTBahai LoTb maseiidment was reieotod. As thare wore no other amendments, all 
the olausee of the Bill wore passed. ^ ^ 

Mr. Bansi Lai then moved that the Bihar Sogv Factorial Control Bin bo 
passed. Then the onSre Bill was passed by the House 

The Hon’ble Dsvctosml Miniatar thankod the House for passiog the Bill and 
aasored that the inlos under the Blli would be placid bsfors then tor their 
approval 


tkaaaoT An Anm. Bnx 

The Sooretaiy Oan laid on tlio_lriUo the ^ 
mod by the AmemUy. llm Pm JMWfliP mM 
Uio Xsnaaoy BUI on Taoiday, 

..BsfModir aoMShCkarndm 8Ma ^ 
allowid to bo iolradm IffitoM the sqii^ 


IhiiaBoy 
of tlm 


wdd that Sis; 


to iatoedueo 
dhould aot bo 
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Khan Bahadur 8. M, J$mM saki thAt s reasonable opportonity ahonld be gi?en 
to itndy the Bill as it was very important. He farther obBerTed*tbat a Joint Select 
pommitUio of both the Hoosea aho^l4 hare considered snob an important Bill. He, 
holrev0f, jn view of the importance of the Tenancy Bill agreod to. accept the 
rc^Mt of the Primp . Minister, 

Mr. QurMakai Lai also pleaded for a reasonable opportanity for the Bill. 

The Pnm§ Minutar rralied that the economic sitoation in the Province deman- 
ded t)iat the .Tenancy Bill should Im passed by the JHoase without delay. The 
House being in favour the President permitted the Prime Minister to introduoe the 
Bill on Tuesday. The House was then adjourned. 

21m. DECEMBER The Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill was taken up lor 
consideration in the Guanoil to-day. Dewite the agreemont reached between the 
Opposition and the Government in the liower House over the controversial clauses, 
the Bill evoked considerable disoussion in the Counoil, obviously because the Upper 
House was more representative of zamindars. 

Mr. C. P. iP. Stnha^ Leader of the Opposition in the Lower House watched the 
proceedings from the Dretinguished Visitors* Gallery. 

Mr. Banai Lai (Oongress) introducing the Bill said bo hoped the House would 
adopt it speedily in the interests of tenants. 

Mr. Mobarak Ali (Coalition) stated the Bill would encourage the non-payment 
of rents by ryots and that it was a one-sided measure which ignored the interests 
of zamindars. 

Mr. Nagui Imam^ the Deputy President complemented the Government and the 
zamindars on their agreeing to uford relief to agriculturists. While he agreed that 
illegal exaction by landlords should be prevented he did not agree that what had 
been a long-standing custom should now be made punishable with imprisonment 
He held that the non-payment of rents by ryots should be treated as stringently as 
the non-payment of revenue by zamindars. 

Mr. Baldav Sahay^ the Advocate-General, replying to oritioisms against the 
penalising of ahwah (illegal exaction) said it had originally been made a cognizable 
oflbnoe In order to save peasants from harassment and incurring unneoessary 
expenses. The provision had however been later modified by the select committee. 

22a4. DECE M BER The Oounoil decided, to sit at night after a brief recess in 
order to finish discussion on the Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill which bad been 
carried on for the whole day. 

The Oounoil met at 6-30 in the evening and sat tin 10-15 p. m. It rushed through 
the remaining clauses of the Bihar Tenanoy Amendment Bill and passed it with 
slighthmodifications to enable the Assembly before^ its session oonoJudas to-morrow 
finally to pass the Bill as amended by the upper House. 

The Government suffered a defeat by one vote on an amendment moved by Mr. 
Mtobarak Ali providing that the offence of illegal exaction of money by a landlord 
be bailable and compoundable and a conviction on that charge be open to appeal. 

The Assembly a few days ago passed the Bill atla*aight sitting whion was the 
first of its kind in the history of the Chamber. The Bill evoked oonsiderable 
opposition from zamiudars in the Council, both yesterday and to-day, but in view 
of the agreement reached between Gongress leaders and zamindars* representaUvea 
and of m Premier’s appeal for a oonciliatory attitude and support of the measure 
in the interests of the poor agriculturists, the Bill was passed to-night. 

The Bil] was designed to afford relief to the tenantry in various directions by 
amending those provisions of the existing Act which were supposed to operate 
hyalily qq them. 

Tnl Hon'ble Ministers were congratulated from all sides of the House for the 
paiwsg^ of tbi f important BilL 

The Prime Minister thanked: the House and spoke obligingly in praise of friendly 
s^t with whioh they treated him in helping the distressed peasantry. 

The Oounoil then adjourned tlH the next dgr the 22x4. reremhex when after 
an hour's sitting it was prorogued by order of H. B. the (^vemor. 
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proceedings of the Assembly 

Lucknow— 29th. Juljr to 3rd. Aufutt 1937 

Election of Speaker & Dy. Speaker 

Amidst scones of unprecedented enthusiasm tiio first session of the U. P. Leeis- 
lative Assembly under the New Act opened at Lucknow on the 29lh. July 1937. 
Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pan/f the Premier, performed the flag salutation ceremony 
attended by thousands of persons. 

Oath-taking started shortly after. The Premier first took the oath and was 
followed by other Congress Ministers. Then came the turn of the Nawah of 
Chhatari^ the late Premier, and other interim Ministers. Lastly, the non-oAoial 
members barring 18 \tho wore absent were sworn-in. The session was then 
adjourned. 


31st. JULY 'Babu Purdhottamdas Tandon and Mr. Abdul both Con- 

gress nominees, were unanimously elected Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively 
of the Assembly. 

The annonucemeut was received amidst deafening cheers by the members and 
this was followed by the Vande Mataranij the whole House standing. 

Mr. Oovind Ballabh Pant^ Premier, tho Nawab of Chattari, ex-Premier, Mr. 
KUaliquzzaman, leader of the Muslim League Party, tho Mabaraj Kumar of Viziana- 

{ ;ram and Sir J. P. Srivastav joiued in welcoming and felicitating the Speaker, the 
atter making a suitable reply. The Houso then adjourned till the 2ud. Aug. 

Cadi.vet’s Policy Ol’tli.ved 

2nd. AUGUST A statement by Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant^ Premier, on 
the immediate programme of the Ministry, and an adjournment motion tabled to 
discuss the Palestine Hoport, which was subsequently disallowed by the Governor, 
were the features of tho Assembly to-day. 

Outlining the Ministry's programme and the Congress policy, the Premier said 
that the Congress '^would continue to combat tho Government of India Act and the 
policy underlying it. " In its atUtude towards minorities they would be guided by 
tlio declaration of tho fundamouCal rights adopted at the Karachi session of the 
Congress. Tho Ministry would endeavour to promote unity between all communities, 
caste and creed. The Premier appealed for co-operation to all sections of thd 
House for the attainment of this object. 

Pandit Pant briefly reviewed the measures adojited by the Congress Ministry 
during tho short time they had been iu oAco regarding the release of prisoners, 
and tho return of security de|)Osits of newspapers and presses. For the future he 
outlined a comprehensive programme of prison reforms, improvement in the 
administration of the Local 8clf-Guveriirneut department, a drastic change in the 
piesent excise policy and the immudiate tackling ot agrarian problems. 

Heferring to the latter, tho J'remier said that two committees consisting of all 
sections of tho legislature would bo set up, one for examining the existing laws 
relating to land reveuiio and tcMiancy with a view to revision, and the otner to 
consiiitfr tho steps necessary to remove the buideu of rural indebtedness and pro- 
posetr relief measures. 

Salaries Bills 

Tho Assembly noxt passed tho L. i\ Legislature (OAcors* Salaries) Bill, UliiisterB 
Salaries Bill and Parliamentary Secretaries (Removal of Disqnalificatiaa) JAIL fiziiig 
tho Sveakor's salary at Rs. DOO per mensem with a furnished honat. Dmty 
Speaker Rs. 2,000 annually, PresiiKiit and Deputy President Rs. 0,000 and Bt. IJW 
annually respectively, Ministers Ks. huo per mensem and free furnished r e sidanca. 

Moving the Salaries Bill, Dr. Knilashnath Ktifju, Minister for Justice, wmd that 
salaries should havo some proportion to the incomes of the people whoM rights 
and privileges they guarded. lie lM>!ieve>l that the Services wore very able and 
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sympathetic to tlio people an*i lie oxptKitorl that they woiilj volantarily submit to 
tout in a spirit of sorvioo. Ho beliovel that the time would come when iVliamoiit 
would bend to their wishes. Ttio Miuistor added that a Second Cham'ter had been 
inflioted on them. That Cliamber was not represoutative of the people. 

Approval of Prumir's Policy 

3H. AUGUST : —Aiadif Oovini Ballahh Pant's motion for general approval of 
the Congress Govornmont’s policy, as outlinod by him yesterday, was adopted by 
tho House to-day. Nawab Sir Mih>}mvd Yustif, Deputy Ijoadcr of the Party, wanted to 
initiate a discussion on the staremont made by tho Premier regarding the Govern- 
ment's policy witliout any dc!iiiite motion. The Premier pointed out that tho general 
discussion could be initiated without any formal motion and. therefore, moved 
that tho House extend its general approval of tho Government’s policy. 

U was tiie signal for a concerted opposition from tiie Independent Party to tlio 
Premier’s motioji. The Natrtb of ("ft‘iff<trt\ the Leader of the Party, Raja 
Mahestcar Dyul S-ith and others took strong e.\i.vpti»u to the Premier’s motion aa 
it gave them no other option than either to approve or reject the OovorumenPa 
policy. Pandit Pant pointed out tliat the ti«)vernment liad only laid down a general 
policy as they had been in uHi ;i) only for tlio last six we >ks and that the Otrimsition 
would get ample op[iortunity to dis ntss mMsnr.s in detail later. All that he wanted 
was tho approval or disapproval of tho floase of the policy of the Oovornmont. 
After 5 ^ hours* discussion the House a lopte I the motion, the Opposition uot 
tdiaHonging a division. Tiie House then adjourned sine die. 

Budget Session— Lucknow— 2nd. Sept, to 5th. October 1937 

Demand l ou Constituent A.sskmulv 

The Budget session of the Assembly eommonced on the 2a4. September. Tho 
Omgress Government despite the huge majority were forced to yiLdd to *tho wishw 
of tho Opposition t«jday and agree to a postponement of the discussion of their 
resolution denouncing the Govcriimont of India Act and demanding its ropeal and 
replacement hy a c<iiistitiPi<iii ^for a free India framed by a constituent assembly 
elected on the basi.s of adult franchise which allows the Indian people full scope for 
(Jovolopmeut according to their needs and desires.’ 

The hwders of the Opposition parties lodged an emphatic protest against tho way 
in which the (iovoriimcnt lui<l treated tho lloiiso in connection with this resolution, 
tlieir complaint being that they did not know of it until they saw the agenda to-day 
and that it was flung upju them as a surprise. Tlicy appealed to tho Sfieakor to 
protect their riglits. 

The Speaker fully approeiate<l tho difftciilty of the Opimsition parties in being 
called upon to discuss (he resolution without previous notice and frankly told the 
Hoilso that tho Assembly office was still waiting for details of official business. After 
ascertaining tliat tho sense of the Opposition parties was against discussion of tho 
resolution totlay lie considered that he would not ho protecting -their rights if ho 
suspouded rules in favour of fiovornraent. The Speaker's decision was received with 
loud and prolonged ap|dause from tiie Opiiositron htMiches in which the Congress 
party members did not join. It was fiuairy agreed by all parties tliat tho rosolution 
would he taken up for dis<:u.ssiou ahorwards. 

Tho lion. Mrs. Vijayalak^wii Pamlit, Minister for Local Solf-Qovt., moved the 
resolution, lu the cour.se of her spue(.;h, siro said 

’‘Congress hopes to strengtlien tho Opposition to act by assuming responsibility 
wherever possible and by using sucli moasures as possible so that tho voice of tho 
people may Ix) heard effectively and tlieir organisation iucreu-so in stronglh from day to 
day in order that tho opposition to tho ivitl of tho people may bo abandoned. 
Kor siatoen years Congress worked on the basic policy that it is the right of 
Indians to framu a con stitu lion for India. At the time when tho British (lovorn* * 
ment wore engaged in Knglaud in framing the constitution for India political orga- 
nisations in India declared it unacceptable. Tho new constitution was an attempt 
to perpetoato British Imperialism and was therefore wholly inadequate lui a soIntiOD 
of inata's pressing problems. On tho other baud it sought to rivet British control 
on India. 

”Googre8s majority in the six provinces made it clear what tho popnlar verdict is«" 
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said Mrs. Pandit. ''India claims to be froo as any other free nation iu the West. She 
has a perfect right to be mistress of her own aftiirs iinoontrollo-i from outside.” 

Nawab Mahomed /email Khatit on behalf of the Muslim League Party, agreed 
to the resolution provided tho agreed settlement on the reprosentatiou of Muslims 
on the Constituent Assembly was the same as wa.s provided in tho Communal Award 
and the personal Jaw or the existing civil and political and religious rigiits of Muslims 
were unaltered or varied without the consent of three -fourths of the Muslim represen- 
tatives. They wore however apprehonsivo if they allowed tho resolution to be passe<l 
without ameudmeut. They would be taken later to havo given their agreement to the 
proposition unconditionally. He hoped that if the Constituent Assembly was sum- 
monc^d there would bo an agreement between tho variou.s communities. He wanted 
the House that unless some agreement was reached before going to liio Constituent 
Assembly it would bo very disastrous to the country. 

The Natvah of Chhatari moved an amendment adding at the end of tfio resolution 
''provided landlords, depressed classes, and other minority communities receive 
adequate special representation on the Oonstitnent Assembly and the Constituent 
Assembly shall not interfere in the lawful and legitimate rights and interests in private 
properties.’* 

The Nawab of Chhatari^ moving his amendrnont on behalf*' of the ludepondoiit 
Party, agreed that tho present constitution was un- acceptable and did not satisfy 
Indian aspirations and also that another constitution shoiiM be substituted and that 
tho constitutions should be framed by tho people of India. A constitution framed 
according to tho conditions, circumstances and ir.iditions of the country and framed 
by the people will flourish more rapidly than a Kurof)oan conslitution. lie. however, 
doubted whether tho proposal for a Constituent Assumhiy was really feasible. He 
added that those had something to do with making tho coiistituiion know how many 
interests had to bo adjusted and any Constituent Assembly wliicii was composed 
of so many thousand people could hardly be able to make a coiistilution. If U 
really meant severance with the British Empire, he wondered how far it was in 
conformity with tho Oath of Allegiance the mombors hud taken to tho King and to 
bis Bucoossors. 

Mr. Atiz Ahmedy while accepting tho original resolution, wanhii the ''immediate” 
repeal or replacement of the Guvernment of India Act by a Coriiiitii.irit Assembly.” 

Tit, Manikchand (Depressed Cla-ss) whoso amoudmunt was disal lowed as not 
bei^ in ’proper form, uged the iicoossity fur safeguards for iliu depressed classes, 
which if tliey had not boon iu tho present constitution they would not have boon in 
the House. Tho Houso then adjourned. 

Financial Statement kor 1937-3S 

6t1i. SEPTEMBER Iu presouting tho.Hadgot to-day tho Premier, Pandit Oovind 
Ballabh Pani^ stated that tho rovonuo receipts for 1937-d8 are oapeoted to yield aa 
income of Rs. 12,54,07 ,fXX) agaiiLSt an cKpinditure of Its. lii,66,75/)00. 

Pandit Pant stated that tho bud^t for 1935-36 and that for 1936-37 liad an esti- 
mated rovonuo deficit of Rs. 30 laktis and Ks. 63 lakhs, re^eclivoly. The original 
deficit this year was IU. 41 lakhs, bnt, owing to changes primarily in increaso of 
roocipts ustimatod under certain heads, tho deficits at the time tho {iroseut Covern- 
meiit took wver uJiarge was roduood to lU. 30 lakhs. 

The eztioaditHro of tiie dopartmoats was ozaminod and rotrenchmout was under- 
taken. It was deetdud to save Rs. 6 lakhs from travelliug allowances and after effect- 
ing oilier adpstmonts tho deficit wa.s completely wiped out, and a .surplu.s of Rs. 
4, ^,000 realised. The (Government made a provision towards now suliomes for Rs. 
17 and half lakhs. In place of the deficit anticijatod in the revouue Budgots for 
1935-3G aod 193G-37 of Rs. 93 and iialf lakli.s, the actual deficit ainouuted to Rs. 
17 lakhs. 

The features of ilio Budget were tho provi.sioii for IU. 36 and half lakhs for the 
beneficoiit dopartmeuts, as comjiarod with the actual expenditure of 1936-37. There 
has been au lucroaso of Us. 23 lakhs in the nation- building departmonts. while there 
was decrease of over Rs. 12 lakiLS under heads "gcuoral adininistratiou”, "justice” 
and "|)olice," 

The Promior announcod a provision for Rs. 10 lakhs for rural dovolopmont, Rs. 
90,000 for rand libraries, Rs, 20^000 for promoting schemos to supply pure milk in 
larger towns, Rs. 12^500 Tor improving production and sale of pure ghee, Ra. 3 lakhs 
for tho supply of good seod to villagers, Rs. 2 lakhs for the supply of fertilizers, 
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Rs. 37,500 for Hie derotoiinieiit of annnut liuslmmlry, Rs. 2,000 for fniii UevelopmeaL 
Rs. 5,000 for potato rcseaivh. Ifs. 31.000 fur iiitcnsivc devi'lopment of agriculture in 
tiibowcll area.s. 

Ten thousand rupoos have hocii set apa:t for n*sean*h work in A7iar/i, Rs, 1,24,000 
f'.r the development of lian<iIo<>m induslry, h’s. lO.OtX) for labour welfaio woili, Ks. 
.*t8,000 for improvement of manufacturiii;: proces.ses of tjur, Its 80,0lX) for uombatinc 
malaria, Its. 1 and half lakhs for impruvemoiit of medical relief in rural areas, ami 
one lakh* of rupees for f;rantiu{' subsidie.s to enable youn^ men to e.st:iblish industrial 
iindortakin^s. 

randit Pant further announciHi tii.it it was iutiMided to lake up the prohibition 
schemo ill tile beniuuinj' of the next year since sales liavt* aire.idy hoeu made uiuler 
tiie firevious tJovernmeiit and it w.is init open f n- tlie pitvsent H iveriiiuoni to inako 
any charij^es in tin? excise policy. 

A provision of Its. 10,CXX) has been made foi a special oflieer who would work 
for rrmovinj; ^^corniption in (iovc'rnmeiit .^ervieeV’. saiil the l'remi»*r. Ila also 
stated Inat service.s rendered to the isiiiv? of inr.il development would be taken into 
ai'coiiiit in the a|)|iointment of hoiior.iry m:i;:istratcs. jii iit.ial eflicers and even aelec- 
lioii /»( candidates for tiuverninent servie.. .. 

The debt deposit heads show a vieid of Its. C.')! lakhs and ili-shursoineol.-* lU. 270 
lakhs. The capital oxpendiiiire coin«’s to Its. 117 lakhs. The amount if loan to b« 

nitimalely raised will be Ifs. lOo lakhs. The opon'ni;: b.il.iiice is Ks. 7.*i lakhs and 
balance is about Ifs. 36 lakhs. 

Caw.xitu L.vnoi ii .'^iii aimx 

Afl *r t!i.* presentation of fli » II i Mr. fi fj irt, nnviii^ ihi)‘'aljouriimeut of 
the Huii.se, renaarked Unit it was a slur on a Compress Ministry to icly on ordinaricoK 
like iSy;tion UJ, Ci. I*. C.,.'vhie.li hai been proinuluatel tin Oawnporo. Ho aakod 
if the> ha«l been pianuul^'ate 1 with the consent of the ( lovei iiimuit and urged their 
withdrawal. .Mr. Lari addet that the liKht to strike was ;a fundamental ri^ht of 
evewy lahoiirer. He said he lial peisonally visited Cawiipore and seen the hatd.sliip 
of the labourers. 

C'ori|{ru.ss spi^akors critii.MSisj the OppoMtioii for tner«> tip sympathy with tho 
labourers and sai<l that Section I U had a •lifTeront sinuificaiice now. It. was not 
meant for a lathi chat pi hut to avoid riots and disturbances. Phe ndjournraont 
motion v'as meant to harass tlie (hivurn'neiit .as the knew fully well 

the C’oiiercss policy. Hr. Xafh Kufju^ tli" .Miui .ier of .lustjee. added that, ihn 

inaMcr had Ium*ij l)iou;;lit to make capital out of the latMuir silualioii. The tiovernmont. 
were lioldin;* the scales even in ll.-e matter of t-**.* and eider. Ho suspected a hidden 
hand behind Hie movenieiil. 

The As.scmbiy .sat fill six in lljo cvciiiii^', »o-da> ’s pioeredin^^s buinf; marked by 
the su.siaiued iiiierest iu tho .spee.;hrs on the I’eiistiiueui .\ssemhly rcselutioii and 
the adjournment, motion. Thouph n«»t yet fully ree.ovi'ted, the Rnunier was a^jaiu 
present in the uftoinoon and participded in iho adjcui ninent debate. 

Ofhcim- Him.s 

7lh. SEPTEMBER ;-rum/i7 (J.nind n.tUuhh Pauf, tl IVemiiw, moved a Hill 

to-day for the imposition of u fax en eutei tainm*’nfs and i)fhi*r amusi*meiils and on 
eiTtain forms of bettiiij; which wa.s rcfuried to a_.'‘''-le*:t L mmdti'i* consisting of the 
M;nistci -in-chaigo and 20 others. 

Tho Rovonue.s Hill, moved by Mr. Pa/i Ahtnrd K^ht^ni Minister, providing for 

• he .stay of prucoedings in cttMain cases iiii'ler ilio Agra To itnry Ad and tho ()udh 
Kent Act pa.s8od throagh tw i stages, the Hous; deci ling that they bo taken into 

• ciisideration. 

8ih. SEPTEMBER Having pa-ssed tho Hill pieviding for tho stay of proceedings 
of certain cases under tho Agra TVnanc y A'-d arid the Oudli ICorit Act and Bills 

amending the Agra-Tcnancy Act of 1226 and the H. I*. Municipalities Act of ItHC 

and referring the Hill to impose a tax on t*nf«‘iraiiim"nt!: and other amusemeut.s 
on certain forms of betting to Hie Select C*onraiHcc tlio Assembly took up to-day 
the gonoral discussion of tho budget. 

Oknchal Discussion ok Hlux.kt 

All sections of tho House joinod in showering praises on Pamlit O. B. Pant^ the 
Premier, for presenting an excellent budget within .such a short time, Mauivi 
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Foiihuddin (Non*party) one of the oldest members of the House, describiog the 
Premier as **one in the constellation of tho ablest Indians/’ 

The Opp^ition, however, made capital of the Finance Minister’s inability to intro- 
dnce Prohibition in view of the previous Government’s undertakings or to reduce 
canal rates. 


Tuk GovEavou's Adduess 

Mb. SEPTEMBER :-*Tlic following statement was made by Ths Excellency thr 
Oovermr In addressing tho joint session of both Houses to-day 

**The Legislaturo is the source of power in the Constitution. On it depends IHm 
natnre of the Government and its policy. It represents, moreover, the principle of 
democracy. It is a link betwoon tho poopio and tho Government, and finally its 
•conduct will bo tho touchstone of working tho democr.itic system.*’ 

Touching upon tho relations betwoon the Services and tho Government, His 
Excellency said : “The principle of these relations is perfectly cliMr. The Govern- 
juent lays down tho policy and tho Servicos are to carry it out. Their activities 
are directed, and the policies they are to follow are prescribed by the Government.” 

His Excellency added : would mention another character of the Servicos and 

that is their primary obligation to maintain strictly a non-party attitude. They are 
outside all party considotations. Members of the Services must not identify them- 
pelves with any political |iarty.” 

OaNEfUL Discussion of Budoet 

The Assembly sat till soven o’clock in the ovoning to conclude tho gcnoral discus- 
sion of tho budget, a feature being that aliout ninety per cent of the speeches wore in 
Hipdnstani. 

General disapproval was expressed against (ho Nicraeycr Award which was 
declared 4o be unduly unjust to the United Provinces. NVhilo tho Oovornmont were 
criticised for not introducing prohibition or reducing canal ratos, olhor suggest ions 
included the amalgamation of the Allahabad High Coiirt and tho Oudh Chief Court, 
the abolition of the institution of honorary mi^istrates, the decontralisatioii with 
the formation of village units and the constitution of a woman police force. The 
top-heavy administraticu was gcoerall;^ criticised by all sootions of tho House aud 
retrenchment of posts and amalgamation of departments wore suggested. 

^ Replying to the debate, tho Premior, tho Hon. Pandit Qovind Bnllahh Pant, 
said that tho tenants’ burden must be reduticd and the subject wcuU be further 
considered by the Itont Kevonuo Committee. Tho Premier stated that he wantod 
direct contact between the Oovornraont and tho districts by the abolition of inter* 
mediary imsta and by constituting advisory councils in the districts. Referring to 
cuts in salaries, the Premier said ho wanted to give more time to the Services 
to adjust themselves, watch tho needs of the province and, by the time (he next 
budget oame along make a voluntary surrender for tho benurit of tho masses. They 
should see the disparity lictweun therosclvos aud tlioso who day in and 
day rut were working in fields and factories. Tho Government did not want dis- 
oontent in tho Services who could always count upon their goodwill and support. 
It should be a joy to them if this prcvinco forged ahead of other provinces. The 
Premier >waroea tho Sorvices against corruption aud advisod them to bo courteous 
to the people. 

Von.NO ON Buduit Diusnos 

rtOlfc. 8BPTEMBER : *^TIio Assembly to-day voted tho entire sums of Rs. 
23^7,910 ttmifr’ tho tubrhead ''public hodlth”, all the cut motions boing witlidrawa. 
The grant of Rs. 99illj060 under tho enb-boad "Jails and convict sottlomeuts" was 
under disoussion when tho Houso adjourned. 

Mr. Eafi. Ahmeti Kidwai^ Ministcr-in-chargo, moving tho grant said Diat it might 
be wondered that the Ooimress being the greatest advocate of jail reform made no 
alteration in the grants, fie announced that tho Government wore oonsidering the 
qoeetion of jail reform and by October would havo a sohomo comploto. 

IMi. SEPTEMBER Diaousaion on cut motions on budget grants was continued 
to-day but, as usual, they were either withdrawn or not moved. The whole dav 
wat spent in diaoiiBslon on out motions under the head "general administrsfinV* 
for wBot Be. 144AM had been aUotted. 
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Mr. Mmhammad Farooo did not moto hia ont motion ni n protott agnintt tho 
mctliod of n^intment of Parliamentary Secretaries to Moslem Ministers. 

Mr. IT. JBr. Lar«*t ent motion to nrge the desirability of haTing a leaser •**'mber ef 
Firitamentary Secretaries evoked a keen debate. 

14M. SEPTEMBER :^For the first time in the present Assembly a division was 
claimed by the Opposition on a out motion under the demand ''genersT administration" 
ufnng the separation of the judiuial and the executive sorvices. The out motion wn* 
rejeo&d by lid to 3C votes. 

The Premier, Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant assured the Opposition that the 
Government had decided to give effect to the suggostioj and were considering prac- 
tical measures in this connexion. 

ISih. SEPTEMBER —Two cut motions under the head ''Land Revenue," in con- 
nection with the recent stay orders passed by the Government, were discussed and 
witlidrawn in the Assembly to-day. 

ftegardiqg rent collections, it was urged by zemi ndars that they should be given 
a proportionate remission in revenue and this formed the subject-matter of the first 
cut motion moved by certain members, mauy of whom made no secret of their 
hostility to the zemindari system. They dwelt upon tho atrocities perpetrated by 
tho zemindars and talukdars ou tho tenantry and one of then declared that there 
was no good zemindar in the whole Province. 

That the promulgation of the stay orders entailed no injustico on the kemindars 
at all was the view expressod by tho Uon*ble Mr. Ba/i Ahmtd ffiVfirai, the i Minister 
for Revenue and Mr. A. P, Jain bis Pariiamoutary docretary. The motion was 
eventually withdrawn. 

Ttio second out motion, move*! by Raja Jagannath Bak$h Singh raised the ques- 
tion of the policy of the Government towards tlio tenants in Government estates. 
It was emphasised that tenants in Government estates laboured practically under the 
some disabilities as under private management. This motion was also withdrawn. . 

16th. SEPTEMBER The zemindars wore again the target of attack by Congress 
members when the Nawab of Chhatari'u cut motion to discuss the Government's 
revenue policy was taken up today. The Nawab said that the zemindars were more 
sinned aranst than sinning and he accused the Congress benches of being prejudiced 
against them. Ue asked the Qovernmont to help in improving the lot or those 
landholders who wore unablo to pay thoir rovenuo dues and who had applied for 
relief. 

A Congress member retorted that the motion was intended to put the Government in 
a false position. Two Congress members, bowuver, supported the motion demanding 
the suspension of tho settlement operations. Tho entire land reveuno demand ^as 
voted. 

When the Police budget caroo up all sections joined in demanding a "radical 
reorientation" in the organization of the i>epartment. Stoppage of the recruitment 
of police officers in England was also demunded and the i'reinier, replying, said 
tli.'it the position in this matter was aiiomalou.s "if not worse." The position that 
while a province was in charge of its law and order it could not appoint its 
aigher police officers, was incompatible with provincial autonomy. The demand was 
iater passed. 

17th. SEPTEMBER llis Kzcoliency the Governor withhold consent to diionss 
the adjournment motion to-day of Mr. Aziz Ahmed Khan ( Moslem URg^ni 
rolitiug to Rampur State. Mf. Khan sought the i»ermissiou of the Bouse to diseuss 
the situation prevailing in the State. He said "that the State was bounded on all 
dides by dismuts wliieh were included in tho Province and any disturbance there 
was lilMy to affect the adjoining districts as well os tho life and property of Brltieh 
subjects residing in those places." . .. ^ . 

Tile Speaker said that as tho matter referred to an Indian State the permieeioo 
of llis Excellency the Governor was necessary. 

tSih. SEPTEMBER That the rnral development work so far done had only-r 
touched the fringe of the population in the province and that the conoenaiia oi 
opinion was that it bed not been a success was the view espreesed by Or. 
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Xailaa Xaik iLaiju, Minister for Jostice, in connection with the cat motion under 
the demand for a^ricnlture in a lengthy and comprehensive survey of the problem 
The Minister outlined the new orientation of policy in connection with the uplift of 
villages where conditions were pitiable and miserable in the extreme. The Minister 
stressed the need for non-official workers fired with a missionary zeal and imbued 
with areal spirit of service and appealed for the co-operation of all parties in an 
earnest endeavour to better the lot of tho villagers. Hu annouced that Oovernment 
intend^ to appoint a development officer for tho whole province the salary not 
exceeding Rs. 500 and one or two a.ssistant development officers. 

After the House had voted the demands under ^agricultiiro veterinary and co- 
operative credit* the Revenue Minister introduced tho liill to amend the Agricn!- 
turiata Relief Act and it was referred to a Select Committee. 

20Ui. SEPTEMBER Tho members of the Muslim Ijcagno party staged a 
dramatic walk-out from the Assembly to-day whou Hafiz Muhammad Ibrahwi, 
Minister for communications, who had left their party after election aud joined thu 
Congress party, got up after question time and moved the demand foi grant uiid»M 
expenditure on public works to be mot from revenue. They remained absent fur 
the whole day auring the discussion of budget connected with tlio 1*. W. D. Walk- 
outs used to oe the solo monopoly of the Congress parly when they were in tliu 
opposition in various legisiaiiires and it seemed tiiat after acceptance of office they 
have left the practice as a legacy for others now forming the uppositi in. Lattii 
in the da^ a counter-statement was issued hy Mr. Hafi Ahmed Kuhvai, Revenue 
Minister, that every member of the Muslim League party knew that ilaliz Saheb 
was resigning by tlio end of September in order to seek re-election and it wa.s for 
them to explain why they staged a walk-out when their demand had already been 
conceded. 

After varioas demands in connection with tho 1*. W. D. wore voted in full, tin 
Honse took up the demand under Administration of Justice. A cut motion was 
moved by Mr. idubaair Husain Kidwai urging tho abolition of the Legal Remem- 
brancers department and transferring its duties to thn office of the Advucato- 
Oeneral. The motion was Oi)posc<l by the Miuister for Justice who said that ttib 
Legal Remembrancer had heavy duties to perform but promised to look into the 
question vory closely, giving due weight to the opinions e.\pressed in the Uousb 
as those which would bo available from other quarters. The motion was withdrawn 
and the House adjourned. 

21ft. SEPTEMBER The abolition of courts of honorary inagistratos was uigt^d 
by Mr. Zahiruddin Faruki (Muslim League) in tho A.sscmbly to-day in coMUfction 
with the demand under Administration of Justice. A lively debate followed in tin 
course of which Congress party members strongly opposed tin; proposal. lh\ Kufju 
Minister for Justice, said that it \vas almost a iibt^l to say that in IJ. 1\ tht‘> 
would not be ablo to find about 1,(XX) persons to do lionesi j'ustict! betwi-ea man 
and man. lie a>Meii that if t!io present personnel was had, thay should not cun- 
demn the institution itself, lie agreed that honorary magistrates should he ma*ie to 
work during nxed hours and that uo honoiaiy magistrates sliouhl should hold coutt 
in his own house. The cut motion was rejected. 

Three other cut motions were also rejected by tlio House (.arliur in the day. 
The atteution of the Ooverument was drawn to tho ftitility of the institution of 
assessors by ono of them and the neod for substituing it by trial by jury. Ariotbei 
motion suggested that 50 per cent of the posts of distriid and sessions judges 
should be nifed by members of the Trovincial Judicial Service and members of the 
bar. The demand was voted in full and the llouso adjourned . 

^2nd. SEPTEMBER University education needs to bo thoroughly overhauled 
And it no longer meets the requirements of the province. This view was 
expressed in the Assembly to-day in connection with the demand under Education. 
Maulvi Fanhuddin who sponsored the cut motion considered that the modern 
system of education imparted in the proviucial uuivorsities was responsible for 
acute nnemployment among the educated classes. A Congress woman expressed 
the view that English oducation was responsible for slave mentality prevalent 
among Indiana. Mr. H, O. Walford thought that English education had produced 
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iMtriots liLe Atibatma Oandhi aad had raised Datiooal oonsoiousnoss among Indians. 
The cat motion was withdrawn after the reply of the Education Minister. 

That the^ creation of separate intermediate colleges in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Saddior Commission was directly responsible for the great 
deterioration in the standard of knowledge of tlie average graduate who could 
neither write nor speak correct English, was the view expressed by MiMlvi 
Fasihuddin in connection with another cut motion. He asked for inforination 
whether the Government intended to make any change in this connection. The 
Education Minister replying said that the question was under con.sideva( ion of the 
Uovernmont in coimoction with the romodollitig of the whole e lncational policy. 

There was a lively duhatc on another cut motion urging the abolition of the 
Toauliers* Training at Allahabad and the training schools at Lucknow and 

Agra. Tho suggestion fonu.l no favour with the Government and the motion was 
eventually witiulrawu. 

23r4l. SEPTEMBER Tiio voting of tieroands for grants was concluded to-day. 
According to the rules tho gtiiliotiiiii was applied at 5 p. m. and all tho demanus 
which conld not be discussed were voted by tho Assembly. An iiuusu.al feature of 
ibis year’s budget sc.s.sioii was that all demand.s were voted in full witlioiit 
reduction of evtui n .single rupee. This Wits inevitable when tho i>arty in power 
had an ovc'r whelming majority nt its hack in the 1 louse. 

One cut motion was moved today to priss tlie adoption of ITiudnstani as the 
medium of instruction in the int(M‘m>Mli:ite ooliegos and schools. Except for a 
discordant note struck by Natvah ^Vr Muhammad Yu»nf tho motion reeeivisl a»i 
enthusiastic support hy all sections <»f the House. 

The swomi cut motion drew the attention of the Oovornmeu. towards the 
inadequate provision tor the spread of secondary edinration among tho diq»r«ssed 
classes, fw'o others roforrod to the ituid»*quacy of tho grant given to the tJeorgu 
School, Kaimgaiij, and the dusirahility of purchasing the building of the late Church 
Mission High School. 

The last motion was under discussion whon the guillotine was applied. It 
stressed the need of greater expenditure on secondary education for girls. Tlie Hou.so 
then adjourned. 


KiiAiii AS Govt. Umikorm 

24lli. SEPTEMKR Non-official resolutions were discussed in the A.ssombly 
to-day. Tho first rosoUition as amended and passed reeommondel to the (jovern- 
meut that all uniforms of Government servants suppliod by tho Government, should 
be made of liaiidspun and li.iud.vovcii khadi as far as possible and that all artifdiis 

r iurchasod by GoverumiMit sliould t»o Sw;iib*slii <»x'‘opt su»;b as wore not availabbi in 
udia. The resolution as it was originully w'oidird also roominimded that caps of 
Gandbi patteru should he siib:ilituted f<ir turbufis of the police but this portion was 
deleted. There w;is no op|w);,itiou ro the resolutioii from rnembiMs not belonging to 
the Congie.ss paity and it was acccpti'd l>y (bivernmeiit uud adopted by the lioubo 
amidst chiMOs. 


I’RoVISIoXS I ok KkKK tlHAZlNU LaSOS 

There w.is, however, a kium diveijouu-e of opirii«uj even among tho ('ongras.s meni* 
bers on the seecnd resoluti.iu moved by a Cougre.ss member about provision for 
fieo gra/.iog lands iii villages. It was witlidraw'u after the Minister in cliatge, 
Hafiz Muhammad Ibrahim, had proinisod a ‘ vmpatlietic coiisi duration of the whole 
matter. 


Nux-attaciimrn’T and S.\i.k of Zahinoarirs 

Just before tlio House adjourned Major Raja Durga Narayan Sinyh of 
Tirwa formally moved the next ro.solutioti in which iho zamindar uommuuity in tU# 
province was vitally interested. It recommended to novernment that coercive processes 
should be taken against zatainiiars in tho realizitioii of land revenue and oo attach- 
ments aud sales ot their propertias should be made for failure to p.'iy land reveuua, 
Mr. Bindbanini I^-asad (Cougre.ss) raised a technical objeclioD saying that it was 
ultra vires as it involved siLspension of ceiiain sections of the Laud Elevonue Act 
relating to realisation of laud revenue for abrogation of which there was at present 
uo legislation. He said that the resolution was against the ex press- provisions ot 
29 
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the law and law oonld not be modified merelj bj a reeolation. The aieiher 
oTorruled the objectioii, •remarking : am quite <ofear that the low will not he 

modified bj this reeolntlon. 

2 S 1 I 1 . SEPTEIIBQI The Aseembly to-day rejected .the reeolntioa moTed4>y 
Major Baja Burga Maragan Singh. The resolution was opposed by the ^eenaa 
Minister, Mr. Raft Ahmed Xidwai, and members of the Oongress party who did not 
aooept the view that the reoeot stay orders passed by i^overnment had rendeied it 
diflicalt for zamindars to pay their land revenue. 

Oiaut NoN-OFrici4L BnoLunoas 

The next resolution urging the appointment of a eommittee to enquire into 
oorrujption and bribery rampant ia different departments was moved by a Ooogreeeite 
Pandit Viikambhar Dagal Tripathi and accepted on behalf of (he 'Government by 
the Premier, Mr. Pant. 

The House also passed (he resolution nrgiog tliat immediate steps should ba 
taken to prevent adulteration of pure ghae and other fraudulent practices by ghee- 
dealers by enjoining on the manufacturers of vegetable oil and other similar pro- 
dnets to colour their .products before marketing them. 

Aaether resolution recommended the formation of distnct uplift associations mid 
nrgeA.that candidates desirous of joining public services iu addition to fbeir edaos<* 
tional and othor qualifications should have at least two years' honorary service 'te 
their oredit in connection with villago development work Co the satisfaction of thr 
district -nplift association. The resolntiou further recommended that for ttmporair 
apimiatments preference should be givco to persons who have shown special aem iw 
gptitude Ibr such aervice and they should also be reouired to put in two yean* 
satisfMtqnr honorary training in rural uplift bofore confirmation ia their appoint 
meats. Tub House then adjourned till the 27tih. 

Hindi k Urdu Smich in AssaiaLr 

2.7Ui. SEPTEMBER :—Babu Puruahoftam Ban Tandon^ the Speaker, anuounoed 
in the Assembly to-day the receipt of a letter signed by 163 members 
rmiBling him to arrange that all papers diatri bated to them sbould, also, bo printed 
in Hindi and Urdu and that the sopply of agenda slono in those languages was not 
aulBoient. Ha had, also, reoeived another letter signed by members who were not 
aoqaahned with English language requesting him to protect their rights and maks 
arrangements to enable them to follow the proceedings. The Speyer said that 
these letters raised aa important issue. He also referrA to the criticisms of tha 
English dailies in the province. 

Non-official Rxsoldtions (Uontd.) 

The Assembly next adopted two resolutions, one urging the formulation of a scheme 
for the separatioa of the judicial and executive functions and tho other urging the 
appointment of a committee to revise the present educations! policy of Government. 
Two other resolutions relating to district uplift associations and amendment of the 
existing law regarding submerged lands were withdrawn after discussion. 

A proposal was luido for an all-night sitting to dispose of the remaining uon- 
official resolatlons on the agenda, but the Mouse adjourned. 

MiNisTins' Salaioss Bill 

28lh. SEPTEIfiBER :^The Ministers* Salaries and Allowauces Bill} fixing a salary 
of Bn 75 a month and an allowance of Rs. 2-8 daily daring the session plus double 
tUrd class tare fbr each member, was referred to a Select Committee. 

vTho Assembly granted all the supplementary demands, inoluding a sum for jiring 
effeot (0 a proviuciat marketing scheme to which there was a grant from the Oentre. 
Another grant was intended for a committee for investigating the oo-operative move- 
'ment and another for advising tho Government reaming the flood . oommittee'* 
recommendations. Ba. 15,000 was granted for flood relief. 

The House appointed a eommittee to revise the oreaent educational policy 0t tho 
Oovernmont witq a view to utilising "the available resouroea to tho best aodliliM* 
and to make eduoation consouaut with the need of the changing times. T^ nom- 
mittoe was ampowerod to suggest the necessary modification of the existing IMlh 
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HINDI SPEECH IN ASSEHBLT 

HiKDi & Ubou Spsich m Assbublt (Coxto.) 

Both tho Premier, Psndit 0, B, Pant sad the Speaker referred to the repre* 
senhiCions they had received from members that the papers and the agenda supplied 
to members should bo in Hindi. and Urdu script The Speaker said that members 
most have observed that even the p^ermtssion that had been aooerded by him to 
members to sjieak in the House in Hindustani had beeu questioned by two English 
newspapers of the province who ceiisidered that as things stood he had given greater 
latitude to members than was permissiblo auoording to their reading of the BtandiM 
Orders. The 8peakei* added that the issue was important aud ho intondud to tale 
up the interpretation of Rule 19 the nex\4iay. 

Nox-ornciAL Bisolutioxs (Conto.) 

A resolution ri'g.irding the formation of district uplift associations and sugges- 
ting that besides ediicatiouai and otlier qualihcatiu.i candidates fi»r public services 
should have at least ta’o years’ ‘e.rpenonee of honorary .service in connection with 
village development was withUrawu after the Miiiistor>in>c barge had esplained the 
Government’s rural developmont policy. Similariy a resolution suggesting relief to 
those xmlti valors whose lauds become submerged* on account of the change in the 
conrses of rivers by giving them lands on the opposite bank, was withdrawn. 

• Exoressiiig sympathy with the rcsolutiou Mr. Rafi, Ahuked Kidwau Reveune 
Minister, stated tliat the Government wore corresponding with the Bihar Govern- 
mint on the subject and hoped very soon to bring forward definite proposals. 
He added that the Government of India had been referred to on the subject ou 
three previous occasions. 


Hixui Speech lv Assembly (Coxtd.) 

221k. SEPTEMBER :--The Assembly devoted a considerable part of the day to 
an interpretation of Rule 19 regarding its procedure and decided by 135 votes to 3 
that the speaker has the power to requiro or permit any member, who was not 
sufficiently acquainted with English, to address tho Assembly in Hindustani**. 

The Speaker ( l/r. P. Tliudoa) had received two reproseutations on the anbieot 
signed by a large number of members and had also noticed some Preis oritioism, 
discourteous criticism he called it, that he had disregarded the rule in the past. He 
now sought the advice of tht? Ueuse ou the matter. 

Hie Advocate General (Mr. N, P. Asfhana) said that the Rpeaker was right in 
his interpretaiiou to the proviso. 'Die Bpeakor hwi wide discretion nnd oonld 
require any member to speak English, Urdu or Hindi as the oocaaion arose. 

The Premier (Pandit O, B. Pant) said that the Speaker was perfeeUy oumpeteut 
to give a ruling on the subject, which came wiibio his exclusive juriadiotion ; and 
be thaokeii the Chair fur having set tip the very wholesome procedure of ooaanlling 
the House. As for Rule 19, every parliamentary body, he said, had the inherent 
right to determine the xulos regulating iu course of huaiuoss. Buies should not 
stand in the way of genuiou discussiuos or oT the interplay or ioteraclkm of idoas, 
which was the isiKeucu of reasoned criticism. It was only fair but oecetsary, aad to 
some extent csseutial, that •members ishould have the ftoudom of adoptiiig that 
vebiole of expression which alone cuuld approach the mind of overy memoei of the 
House. 


The Balariis Bill 


The Assemblv next rejected tiie amendment made in the 1). P. Ijegislatare (Offioors* 
Balartes) Bill by the tkmiicii to the effect that tho Deputy S|N»aker of the Assembly 
should bo paid Rs. I, OK) aud not Rs. 2,009 annually. . . . 

BoUi the Oongiess and the Oiipositioo felt that it was an incursion on tho rights 
of tho House, riio members, however, meant no disrespect to the (^aml and 
allowed the higher salary for the Deputy Speaker, uomoarod to that of the Deputy 
President, ia censidoration of his greater duties. 


Tho Assembly next passeJ^the Bill to amend the U.P. Agriculturists* Relief Act 1084. 
The three parts of an amendment, moved by Mr. Obaidm Rahman KkaHf were 
negatived by 100 to 31 votos. 

^ The House passed the 8tay of Proeoediugs (Revenue Ceuits) Amentoent Bill 
1987 while the motion lor circulation of the u. P. Court of Wards Amendment Bill 
1037 was aocoptod 
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Press & Legislature— Speaker’s Ob-tbctiox 
30tk. SEPTEMBER After guostions to-day Baba Purshottamdas Tandon, th« 
Speaker, said : Houoiirable members will remember that in a statement which I nuad^ 
the day before yesterday ia regard to ray interpretation of llule 19 of the U. r. 
Assembly Rules, 1 took exception to the lauKuago wliich was used by two Luglisli 
dailies of the province and said they had in their language shown niter lack of 
courtesy which was expected from responsible journals when speaking of this 
Assembly and its proceedings. . . , . i a * , 

“1 find that The Leader nas, in an issue which has boon put in my hand to-day. 

complained against my criticism of its language. Th'! /Vo aeer also apparently 
believes there is nothing in its language which justilio-l the opinion whicn i express^ 
hut it lias assured mo that it meant no disrespect to the llousu or discourte.sy lo 
the Speaker. So has The Leader » 1 quite accept their stateraonts. 

“rAc* Leader has invited me to say to what part of the language u.sed by it «i 
by The Pioneer 1 took exception. I would remind theso papers that relloouoiis on 
members of this Houso or on their conduct is irapro|>er. If they delve into Ilk* 
proceedings of the Houso of Commons in England, they will come across a number 
of cases in wliich such comments and such refhyctions upon the conduct ot Ho* 
Members of tlie House wore .strongly resented and taken notice ef. Ihe I^ad^r 
said : ‘lu tlio circumslancos we aro rather surprised at the latitude allowed by tin* 
Speaker of the IJ. P. Assembly to members to disregard the Act as well as tbo 
Rule and allow ovnn tho.se wlio. for years, have boon speaking in Enghsli to address 
the Assembly in Ilindustani. Frankly, we think lie is wrong. Wnen, however, over- 
aealous members mako a scene such as they did against a colleague for venturing 
to act in accordance with the act and rules we think the limit is i eat lied. 

“Here, there is a reflection upon this House and it is clearly said that Uip 
H ouso has been acting iu disregard of the Act and the ,H‘des and that lh«? Speakor 
has been allowing them to do so. And then to say that ‘the limit is yeachou 

that is the language which is uot respectful to this House aui I take 

^Himilaily 1 find an objectionable expression in the language of Ifte I wncer. 
To take one sentence : ‘The Jjeader docs not seem to he aware how far disregard o! 
law and rules was already gone.* That i.s a charge against thi^s Assembly. 

“Tho insinuation is that tJiis Assembly has been habitually di.srogarding the law 
and the rules in this respect. Again, take another sentence: M»nt Micji cnanges 
should uot be brought about by a tacit ignoring of the rules, us if this House has, 
of set purpo.se, been ignoring the rules’ I And then, .s}»eaking of llio speaker of tms 
Assembly, the IHonccr .said ‘if ho does uot intend to upheld the legal practice e c. 
As if the Speakor is inlere.stod in not upholding legal practice . As il no nii!> 
not only been ignoring legal practice but deliberately been trying to act in a mauntM 
which is not consistent with legal practico ! I say that all tins is very veiy dis- 
respectful to tho House. . , , . i- i 

“Mr. Waiford and a few other members, the day before yesterday, aiK.seute<i 

from my view and the general view of tho House. Tb|\V l*‘'d a riglit to do so. 

And they expressed tlioir dissent in proper language, Tlioso papers also nave a 
right to dissent from tho interpretation that the Hpeaker or the House pttts upon 
a particular soctiou or any particular rulo. But llien, to iusinuato that wo liad been 

deliberately disregarding tho rules— I say that is a language wdncli is a rolloorK) 

ui>on tho House. I do uot wi.sh to go further into tho matter. I would onlv iGinind 
those papers wliich aro edited by able, taloutod and rospousiblo journalists tna 

language of this kind iu other countries having roprosontativo institutions would oe 
regarded as improper. But of course it is a matter of tasto. I rotiably it may no 

^ ^“J had definitely given a ruling soraetirao ago that under Rule 19 Ilindustani 

A^ould bo spoken iu this House even by mombers who know English. Ihey were 

very likoly aware of that ruling. They could have criticised me. Ihey could lia i 
said my iatorpretatrou was uot correct. But they should not have aUributed to the 
House downright disregard of tho rules aud the law on the subject, lo use languag 
of this kiud is, to my miud, to bo disrespectful to tho House. 

“lliis is my answer to tho invitation which was extended to me to point out as 

to where 1 found fault with tho language iLsed by the^ nowspaiiors. If 

Uti'ves of these newspapers wish to go further into this matter with me, they may 
do so in my ebamber." . ^ ^ , , . . 

There was an intereetiog intorludo in connection with a token cut oy a nan 
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Bahadur Obaidur Rahman (Independent Party). The mover, in the coarse of the 
(ifibate, said that he would not withdraw his nit motion and would press for a 
vlivi-iioii unless he received a satisfactory answer from the Revoiuio Minister. liStei', 
however, when he wanted to withdraw the motion, tlio House refused pormission 
]ind the motion was defeated without a division. 

DsMiiro FOR CoxsriTUK.vT .Assembly (Co.vtd.) 

Ivt. OCTOBER The Assembly devoted a full day to-day debatioK the Constituent 
A<.ftembly resolution and its amendments. 

Begum Shahid Husain^ speaking on the resolution, demanded that the majority 
cliould concede the demand of ' the minority. Site pleaded for a wider ontfook and 
('xpeoted that as in the case of children, the Congress would give way to the 
opposition's obstinacy and bring them round by convincing them of their sympathy. 

Mr. Sampurnanand (Congress Socialist) was surprised by the amendments, 
iliough he thought that tho resolution had not been properly worded. 
He believed that in the presence of the British (doveinment they liatl not the 
right to think of making a constitution according to their will' Tracing the 
history of the Constituent Assembly, he said that in India it first came through 
Mr. M. N. Roy. It meant nothing like the liuiind Table Conference or the Nehru 
Committee. The Constituent Assombly, according to him. could be called aftm a 
successful revolution in tho country wnon there would bo no question of the sort 
expressed in the amendments. Everything has to be done on the basis of adult 
franchise. 

Dr. ffuMain Zaheer (Congress) said that the 4-osolutinu had been brought up 
to show clearly that the Ministers had not changed (heir mind by accepting ofAce. 

Maulvi Muhammad Ismail (Muslim League) said they demanded safeguards 
for religions rights which they valued above all. The Muslims who had gone ever 
to the Congress had represeute*d the Muslim view. A Muslim, he asserted, 

existed for the protection of his religion and whatever el.se he did should be 

subservient to religion. The whole world could not change the personal law of 
the Muslims. 

Mr. Mohanlai Oautam (Oongress) said that it was a rovotutionarv period and 
they had to train the masses. The revolution noed uocessarily be oloody. The 
Oinstituent Assembly would be oalled whoa it reached the final stage. The 
present House was au indication of the ooming revolution. 

£irwo4T Orebtinos re Mahayms 

2nd. OCTOBER Thu Premier, Pandit Oovind Batlahh moved tq-day a 

resolution of greetings to Mahatma Qandhi on the occa.sioo of bis fBtk birthday. 

The resolution was sueported by the leaders of the various parties and oommanities 
and was adopted by the House amidst applause. 

Dikano for Go.vscituent Absbmdlt (Go.nto.; 

The debate oc the resolution on constituent assembly was then resumed and it 
was wound ap in the afternoon by the Premier. 

In the course of an elaborate speech, the Premier said that the Oovemment 
of India Act stood condemned. Ite federal |iart was monstrous and it would be a 
calamity if they had to submit to It Tho reselution, he opined, did no more than 
enunciate the principle of self-determination; and when they asked for h oonatitaent 
assembly, they asked only for the practical applioatioo and adoption of the 
principle. 

The Premier referred to fears of a revolution taking place in oonneotipn with 
the constituent assembly and pointed out that so far aa the Oongress, the present, 
attitude of the people of India, and the native genius of their country were con- 
cerned, it did not involve any idea of violence or bloodshed. The use of the word 
‘*’®2dttfionary’ should not scare anybody. ^ ^ 

The Premier opposed all the three amendments on the order paper, and explained 
ihe attitude of the Congress towards the ^oommunal award* and the minorities. He 
fs^ed with the full authority of the President of the Congress that when ^ey 
bad rsaohsd the stage of a constituent assembly, the eleotiona to it wqnld bs hold 
^ mam of sdultSiuiohiBS and that if the Musliiu detlred, they ba on the 

of aaparata eleotoratea. He personally fait that a^^atas 
^•plaoad hj a oobubob, agreed eolation Jong boloro that Ho atrinaad m arffeoa 
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Inditi would be a sooroe of atrength to Idim and added that if India had been a 
free ooantry» dll that had now happened in Meatine wonld not hare taken piM. 
The one panacea for all their ilia waa the vital prindtole of freedom. 

After the Premier'a apeeoh, the Honae negatived alj the three amendmenta. Iha 
Mualim Leagae narty preaaed thbir amendment to a diviaion, and it waa rejected b? 
the Honae by votea against 45. 

As apon as the reanlt as the diviaion was announced, the leader of the Mualim 
League party, Choudhury KkoUqm-ux-Zaman^ made a statement, morel or less in 
the same form, had been accepted by the Oongresa party in the Bibar Legialatire 
Assembly and that as it bad been defeated by the majority party here, the Mualim 
members proposed to walk out in protest All the non-CODgreaa Mualim members 
who had voM for the amondmont, with the exception of Maulvi Faaibuddin, then 
walked out of the Assembly amidst jeers from Coogreaa benches. The original reso- 
lution waa then passed amidst i^ilause. 

The House then pamed the Mualim Waqfs (amendment) Bill and was adjourned 
till the 5tb, after motions for elections to various bodies bad been made. 


M. OCTOBER :—Aftor passing a Bill to provide for the temporary postponement 
of the exeontion of oertain deoreea of Civil Courts against agricultunats, ths 
Assembly waa prorogued amidst shouts of '*Oattdhijt-ki-Jai." 


Proceedings of the Council 

Lucknow— 2Stii. Jiilp— Sidw Avgust 1937 

hSuECTioif or Pnisroxxf A Bv. Pwesidknt 

The U. P. Legislalivo Council (Upper Housed, constituted under the new Act, 
met for the first time on the 29th. July in the Coancri Chamber for swearing rn of 
members. 

Rai Bahadur Brijeudra Swarup, aftoi taking the oath took the chair u 
uUarim president. After the oath-taking' ceremony, (he president adjourned ths 
House till July 91. 

Slit JULY Siia Ram (lodepaodent) was deolared elected President 

of the ODunoil seouriog 97 votes as against bis rival Pandit Rama Kant Mmlaviya 
(OoDgrm), who polled SO votes. Fifty-eight votes were oast, one waa deoland 
invalid. Bagam AiMon^ul- Rasul was declared elected unanimously as deputy presi- 
dent of the Council. 


U. P. LxeiSLatoBS Bill 

3rd. AUGUST Movhig the United Proviooes Legislature Bill to-day. Br. Kaiju^ 
Miniates, of Justice, said, *Ttte Congress stands lor redaction in salaries all round. 
It is ia the fitness of things that high nnd fantastio salaries be stopped and they 
must bear some proportion to the average national inoome." He added that the 
comot^blRty ia a queation of temperameul and environment and not a questioB of 
loF'W high salary. 

Dr, Ram Ugrah Singh raised a point of order under see. 61 (3) of the India 
Ael, ooDteoding that the Governor’s assent was Deceasary before oonsideration of 
this Bill. He waa followed by Syad Koike Abbae who too argued similarly. 

Dr, Naragam Praead Aethanay Advooate-Oenerai, refuting the argameala, 
observed thek as no new expenditure waa Involved the House was oompeluil to 
ooDsider thw 

i0r. E(ai|M^««Mked that as the Bill bad emanatod from the Lower Hew bb 
obieotioa ooull be hy the Oounoll. 
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giTiog bis raliac, obser?edi that important and tooboieal ianaa 
had oroppad op abd both .the aides bad addnead weight argumeatt. Ha wishad 
be bad nma befora deoidioc the same. Be ad4M that purses must remafi ia the 
heads of one aotbority. That was. the principle uaderlyiog the section ia qnastion. 
Oofernor meant GoTermnent. The President did not ^ree with Dr. Katm when 

he said that no ob|eotion could be taken by this Bouse beoanae the wll had 

emanated from the Lower House, nor could he agree with Dr. Asthaaa when ha 

said that because the salary was provided the Act no new eapenditura was 

iofolved. 

Then the Bill was considered clause 1^ olaase with one amaadmeot The 
Ministers' Salaries Bill was also passed. The Ouposition challenged a divialon 
thereon but it also confirmed the President's previous oeolaration. 

Thereafter the Parlianentaiy Becretariea' Bill was taken up. Dr, K^tju^ 

mofing the same, commended it to the House. 

Mr. Akhtar Buaaata, (^posing the same, pleaded for circulation of (he Bill 
to elicit public opinion. However, aubsequently after a division it was pasaed. 
Then the President adjourned the Council atite die. 


Budget Seuion— Lucknow— 3rd. to 11th. September 1937 

Lind Riviaua Policy— Adj. Monox 

The Government aulfered a defeat In the Cbuncit which uuinmoneed ita Budget 
fieaaiou at Lucknow on the 3rd. Saptomber 1937, Sir Sitaram praaiding. Dr. i^aiw 
V^rah Singh moved the adjournment of the Bonae to discusa the aeiiout aitnation 
anting from the recent orders of the Government, staying proceedings agaiaat 
tenants under proprietors, as a definite matter of argent publio importance. 

In the oourae of the debate, allegations were made that the orders were reepoaeibla 
for riots, dieturbancea and murders. 

The Oppoaition'a closure motion was carried by SO votes to IS and the adjoum* 
ment was carried without a division. 

A similar adjournment faiotion waa disallowed in the Lower Houee yeaterday 
’ by the Speaker. The Houee then adjourned till September 6. 

SEPTEMBER t— The Budget was presented in theGouneil to-day by Di. JT. N, 

Aah«. 

The adjournment motion to discuss the Cooncil’s non -representation in the proposed 
Bgrariau committee was ruled out by the President, following Dr. Katju'e explana^n 
that the announcement of the personnel of the Committee given pubiioity to by a 
section of the press was not an official one. 


Bills & Rbsolutio.xb 

Ttfc. SEPTEMBER:— The Gouocil tianaacted miiok business this moroiom Mr. 
AfadAo 7^*oaad introduced, a Bill to amend the U> P.^ Kneumbered Estates Act Of 
1934 sad another to amend the U. P. Agriculturists’ Rehof Act of 1934. 

Mr. Bar Sahui Qupla moved a resolution. reooBMnendiog to the GovMnmMt 
to set op a Committee to enquire into the grievances of cane-aiowereJn tne Pro- 
vince, but withdrew it on an assurance from' the Bon. Dr. Kailas Mats'Eatju, the 
iMler of the House,, ttiat the Government were alive to the cane-growers* intoveat 
sad would do their best to ameliorate their cooditioBg. 

The House carried Mr. Bamehamdra Oita's resolution as amendod by 1^. 
Lnxmiraj Singh, recommending to the Government that the Proaident of the U. P 
Cooacil be furnished the same house accommodatiea as the Speaker ot the Aasaaiblir 

Mr. Waheed Ahmed's resolution that steps should be taken eith^ to «boiiw Urn 
Zemindary ay atom or to detract from Its inherent and atstutory righta and 
aaanrance should he given to the Zamiodara of aaleguards for theic legal ana staisi- 
tory righta waa postponed farther discussien. 


GnmsL Discusaioa or Budost 

wife. SKrxEHBEK: — *'The Zoffliudari have amply justified the esiatonoe of their 
oiaaa by being pioneers in charity and being fore^at In paying gewouaiy Mwa^ 
all inatitntuHia of public benefit” was the reply to the c^ of ^ 

Zsmindara** when the Counoil took up general disouealonjol thw budget to-aiw« It wie 
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Argued on behalf of the Zamindars that thej were falsely accused of bringiag about 
the poverty of the massos. The recent stay orders struck at the very root of the 
existence of the Zamindars and it was duo to the inexperience of tho Oongk«ss 
Ofivernment that no heed was paid to their point of view. The Zemindats 
had their own difliouitics and recently the too exacting attitude of the Oovernmeot 
had aggravated their lot. The Government were giving relief in rent but not in 
revenne. Rai Bahadur Molianlal feared that the sum earmarked for rural develop- 
ment would be used for furthering Congress propaganda in the coiintrysi de. 

OfnciAL Bills 

llth. SEPTEMBER : —The Council passed to-day the U. P. Municipalities Act, the 
U.P. Stay of Proceedings (Revenue Courts) Bill scut up by the Assembly whilo consider- 
ation of tho Bill to amend the Agra Tenancy Act was postponed. 

The Eevmuft Minister announced that a commiltco for revision of rents and 
revenues consisting of twenty-live mombors was likely to be appointed on Sept. 23. 
The Council then adjourned sine die. 

October Seuion-*-Lucknow— 29lh. Sept, to 23rcl. October 1937 

Bills k BEsoLurioifs 

The Council commenced its October Session at Lucknow on the 29tb. September, 
JSir Sitaram presiding. 

Rills to amend the U. P. Enciimbetcd Estates Act 1934 and the U. P. Agricni- 
tnrists’ Relief Act 1934 wero moved hy Mr. Madhoprasad K/mnna. They wore 
referred to select committees. 

During the course of discussion on a resolution moved by Mr. liamrhanJra 
Oupta^ Mr. Mahmudullah Jung., tho Premier’s parliamentary secretary, was moving 
an amendment when Mr. Akhiar Hussain^ on a point of order asked if it was 
permissible to separate the mover’s private capacity from his Official capacity, and 
whether ho c onla move an amendment as a pai'liamontary secretary. 

The President ruled as follows : ^It is very difficult to know when a pailia- 
mentary secretary i^eaks for the Qoveimment and when he speaks in his individual 
capacity. A parliamentary secretary is a whole time ofiioor, and he speaks on behalf 
af tho Government on the department with which he is officially connected, but If 
the subject under discussion does not relate to hpis department, he can at times 
•iqieak in his individual oapaoity.” 

ElfTEBTAlNUBNT & BSTTlWa TaX BiLL 

jaikt. SEPTEMBER The Council refusod permission this morning to Govern- 
MUt to move consideration of tho IJ. P. Rutertaininenl and Bettiug Tax Bill 
passed by the Assembly. 

On the question of postpenemont Dr. Katju^ Minister of Jus:ioe raised a point 
of order that the Upper House had not the pontr to post^ioue consideration of a bill 
coBung from the Lower House. The House conld only refer to :a select committee 
but that stage too had beeu gone through by the Assenhiy. 

l*he PreaidenU ffiviog a provisional ruling, gave the- benefit of doubt to the Oppe- 
aitioa and held the motion for postpooemeut in order. The House then adjourueiL 

Bills A Rjesoluiignb 

lit OCTOBER The Conneii conducted to-dsy non-official business and referred 
to a Select Oommittae the Encumbered Estates Act Amending Bill and the 
Agriculturists* Relief Act Amending Bill, and passed a number of resolutions. 

Tb^ President annouuced that the Assembly had sent back fur the considera- 
tion of the House the Salaries Bill in wbioh the Council had inserted an 
amendment that the Deputy Speaker like the Deputy President be paid Rs. ],UCX) 
a year. 

Among the resolnUona passed were : Mr, Radhegraman LaVs resolution 
reonoimeodiim that some harmless ooUmriog be given to vegetable ghee and 
similar prooimts to prevent adulteratioa of ghee ; Mr. BakidaVs resolution 
urging military drill and the eatabliahment of cadet crops in intermediate and 
degree colleges, and Dr. Ramanugrah RmgVe reaoluUon on the subject of the 
reoovery of! 3ie arrears of land revenuo nador the Land Revenue Act of 190L 
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A reBolation reoommendiog the appointmeDt of a oommittee to ioaiiire into 
the woiking of the system of motor transport in the province was withdrawn on 
an assnrance by the Minister of Oommnnications that the Government were 
considering the matter. 

2od. dk 5th. OCTOBER :^The Gonncii passed to*dayIthe U. P. Legislature (Offioars 
Salaries) Bill, as originally passed by the Assembly, thus obviating the neoessity 
of calling a joint session of the two Houses. 

The Gounoil also passed the Agra Tenancy (Amendment) Bill and the U. P. 
Stay of Proceedings (Revenne Courts Amendment) Bill. It postponed consideration 
of the U. P> Agriculturists Relief (Amendment) Bill, and adjourned till 5th. October 
when the Entertainment Betting Tax Bill was considered and a number of 
amendments were moved and withdrawn. The Bill was then passed into law. The 
House then adjourned till Slat October. 

Aououlturibts* Rbuef Bill 

21st OCTOBER The Council had a brief sitting for two hours and a half 
when it met to-day to transact the business left over before the Dasehra recess. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists** Relief J (Amendment) BUI was oonsidered and 
passed after a brief discussion. Lala Mohan Lai Sah and Dr. Ram Ugrak Singh 
moved amendments which were withdrawn after the assurance given by the ICinister 
for Justice. 

EzKCunoN OF Dxobus Bill 

Dr. Mahmudullah Jung^ parliamentary secretary, next moved that the Temporary 
Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill be taken into consideration. Ho pointed 
out that this measure was intended for a brief duration until Government brought 
forward permanent legislation ere long. Mr. Ramehandra Chtpia^ in a lengthy speeohf 
opposed the consideration of the Bill, characterising it as absolutely unnecessary. 
In his opinion the effect of the Bill would be increase in litigation and fraud. 
Khan Bahadur Shaik Mazud^uz-Zaman also opposed the oonsideration of the 
Bill in a vehement speoch. At this stage Sped Agha Hydor moved that the debate 
be a^ourned and the President taking the sense of the House announced that 
the House stood adjourned. 

Moratoriitm Bill 

22ad. OCTOBER The 0)uncil spent the whole of this day in disoussing the 
Moratorium Bill, though the proceedings were dull and monotonous except on two 
occasions when poll was demanded. 

After the first reading was passed the Bill was discussed clause by clause. Out 
of 51 amendents in the itfenda paper, 36 wore disposed of when the Oonnoil rose 
for the day at half past five. All the ameodmonts were negatived. The chief con- 
tributors to the debate on the side of the Opposition were Mr. Ram Chandra Gupta, 
Lala Mohan Lai Sah, Rai Bahadur Mohan La), Rai Sahib Lala Mathura Das and 
Lala Janardan 8arnp. On behalf of the Government Dr. Katju and Dr. Mahmadulla 
Jang replied. 

At one stage of the proceedings, when Dr. Jang rose to reply on behalf of the 
Government, the President remarked that in the absence of the Minister of 
Revenue or the parliamentary secretary he had no right to speak, but he would 
^low him to do so as a special case. Dr. Jung regretted the absence of the 
Minister and his secretary and explained that ho began to speak on instructions 
received from the Minister. 

Exbcution of Decrees Bill (Co.vtd.) 

23rd. SEPTEMBER The Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees 
Bill was passed to-day after it had been thoroughly discussed for nearly two 
days. In fact, it was the only Bill which occupied the attention of the House. All 
the amendment that were press^ by the Opposition members were negatived. The 
Bill was passed as it came out of the Assembly. Not even a comma or word was 
changed though it was strongly criticised at every stage. 

Other items, namely, the United Provinces Muslim Waqfs Amendment Bill and 
the forecasts of settlements of Bareilly, Aligarh, Klieri, Fyzahad and the assessment 
reports of certain tashils in Sitapur, Bahraicli and Bijnor wore passed without muoh 
discussion. The Oouncil was then prorogued. 
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proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Senion — Shilloog— 3rd> August to 1st. Sept. 1937 

Financul Statement fob 1837-38 

The Buttot session of the Assam Legislative Assembly under the new Act com- 
meooed at Shillong on the 3rd. Augnsi 1937. Sir Mohd. Sa^adtdlah^ the Premier 
presentiDg the budget said that the estimated revenue for the year 1937-38 was 
estimated expenditure was Bs. 2,82,48,000 leaving a surplus 

Surveying the ftnanoial posiuon of the province from the time of the Mestou 
Award, the Premier stressed the need for placing Assam in a better financial position. 
Although Sir Otto Niemeyer had wiped off all debates previous to April 1, 1936, the 
snbvennon of Rs. 30 lakhs a year granted to Assam was a meagre one. The province 
should have been assisted ny the assignment of either the whole or a portion of 
the prooeeda of the ezoiae dnty on petroT and kerosine produced within the boun- 
daries of the provinoa, as was done in the case of Bengal with regard to the jute 
export dnty. All oar olaims for participating in this source of revenne have gone 
unheeded. Of ooorse by the returen of 68 and half per oent of the jute export duty 
to the growing province we gain to the tune of about Rs. 11 lakhs but this gain is 
a very minute fraction of our present reqnirements. 1 am planning to approach 
the hif^her anthorlties again on the snbjeot of snitable help to the province, the needs 
of which are many but which has no elastic scarce of revenne.' ’ 

The Premier then pai(^ a tribute to the rigid economy practised all along bv the 
Oovernment, for the revised estimates for 1936-37 revealed that the deficit for the 
year, which was estimated at Rs. 46,78,000 would actually amount only to about 
Rs. 32 lakhs. This result, he said, was due to the insistence of the Fi.:anco Depart- 
ment on the observance of rigid economy in every department. 

Sir Mohammad said that from the grant of Bs. 5 lakhs for rural uplift from the 
Oentral Government a sum of Bs. 1,55,CXX) had been set apart for the supply of 
good drinking water. 

In oonclusion, the Premier referred to the problem of noemploymont in the pro- 
vince and said : To tackle this question we propose to start as an experimental 
measure .an agrioultnral colony for oduoated youth, we also want to give traioing 
to oar eduoatid young men in cottage industries which we hope will be of bouetit 
to the province. Similarly for expanding^e activities of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment we are providing a sum of Rs. 20, OCX) to be equally divided for village recon- 
struotion and agrioultnral demonstratioa. 1 am hoping the rural uplift scheme will 
provide for employment of some of our educated youth. 

Other Budgets 

Then Maulana Abu Nasr Muhammad Waheed, Education Minister, presented his 
education budget aud he wes followed by Mr. Rohini Kumar Ohoiidhury, Revenue 
Minister, Rev. J. J. M. Nichols Roy, Minister for Local Self-Government, and 
Manlvi Mi^ammad Ali Haidar Khan, Minister for Agricnltnre, who presented 
their respective bndgets. 

Six Oovernment Bills, including the Salary Bills of Ministers, President, Speaker. 
Depnty f^rendent and Deputy Speaker, were introduced. The House then adjourned. 

4Ui. AUGUST :-The Government scored the first victory in the Assembly to-day 
defeating by 51 votes to 47 the adjournment motion of Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, 
drawing attention to the hunger-strike by Mr. Bepin Chandra Chakravarty and th*) 
» sufferings of workers due to the lock-out by the management of the Assam match 
factory following a strike. The Congress Party voted for the motion. 

The Sylhet Awn Tenancy Bill was referred to a select committee. 

^*Lzne System" in Assam 

Sth. AUGUST The Assembly held a full dress debate to-day on tho merits 
and demerits of the Wine system" which was being maintained in order to coanne 
settlement of land by immigrants to certain areas. Maulvi iiunawarah, moving his 
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resolatioa for «boliBhi&|; the ‘‘line system”, said that while Indians were fighiinf; 
Cor equal rights and privileges, it was unfair to conano immigrants within a parti- 
oular area by sotting up an arbitrary line’— restricting immigration in this manner. 
Tbo economic loss to the country would be immense. The indigenous Assamese, 
by coming in contact with hardv immigrants, would learn a lesson, namely, that of 
competition. Even Sylhet pooplo were not allowed to take land outside the sogrega* 
ted area. 

The Speaker asked the mover whether he would withdraw his motion, but us he 
did not accede to this the debate was adjourned. 

Mi:.N'icirAL AMHNit. Hill 

6th. AUGUST The Assembly discussed to-day the Assam Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Dill, 1037 moved by Mr. liaivndra Sath Bnrmi. In iutrodueing the Dili, the 
mover suggested. iat>ir alia, that the salaried ^el\'allts and ministerial olhcors tif 
Government should bo debarred from seeking: eie^jtioii to the iioaids ; that in jui 
eutiroly elective body (doveinmont control .sliMuid be lo<iseiie>l. making the Minister- 
in-charge the solo 'arbiter of self-governing institutions : and that (he powers of 
sub-divisional officers to inspect a board's records ur otherwise iutetferc with their 
international affairs, sh’juld be cartailel. lie s-igeesroil a seie.t l ommittee to c^ot shier 
the Bill. The motion was under coasidcrution when tlie lloti^e r'»<e. 

L“lal Aaii.v!-. Dil: 

Earlier in the day the first roalin* id the As>ain Locu* 11 .Pcs t.Vracudmuntl Dill 
1937 brought forward by Maul.ivi Matin t'ihiuJhnra was passed. 


Cn.VKI.'AL DI'M’ks; ..V 

7th, AUGUST The Diidget came in f )r severe * i.iicirin to-day when the 
Assembly took up a geutMal discussion on tlic propcsal^ put forward by the 
Finance Minister. Sir Mohamed Saadullah, the Pivinier. 

‘^Hopeless and reactiontiry” were the t?pith*ts appliel tu the Budget by Mr. 
IJaidyanatk Atukkerjee, who said the!*e wa-i in pro.’.peet of an expansion of 
provincial revenues under the principal heal’, su li as land levciute. stumns and 
registration even after the enlianceraeur resulting from the recent rc-sHtIcmciit 
proceedings and the Stamp and Court Fees (Amendment) Act.’*:. 

How were the increasing costs of top-InMvv provincial autonomy to be met. he 
asked. Taxation wa.s out of the que.stion. Tin* «'uly wav left was retieiichmeut. 

Comparing the figures for 1933-31 and 1937*;JvS, h - saiti. the tM)si of general 
administration had increased from lis. ‘dl.SeO Mi l i Its. ;jt (>3.090 and that for the 
police had increased from Its. ^7,17.000 to Bs. 31.82.00'). rhe total budgeted 
expenditure \vas Rs, 282,4^, (XX) anJ general a Im: liMiati ui an I polirc had swallowed 
a little less than a quaitor of this total. 

Xfauhi Abdul Matin Chaudhunj sai l ih' Ihi L-t rrvo.ilcl a bankruptcy in 
ideas and a bankruptcy iu statesmansliip. For th.* most vital problems— the 
removal of illiteracy of the masses and tiicir irid«:hiedn»*>s— little had been done. ^ 

Mr. Lalit Mokan fCar criticized t.hc cx-.:ise ll•ve^Ul.’ of Ks. 3D.48,(XD as tainted 
tovenue. He suggested retrcnchmcGt by the almlition of two commissionerships, a 
reduction in the salaries of Ministers and their f>fablisJimeiit.’,, reductions in the 
pay of officers of tho Public Services Commj'jsion. tin- abolition of the posts of 
assLstaut and deputy supurinteDdents of pulice. and a.''Sisiaut inspectors of schools. 

Mr. Orneo Kumar Das (Congres-,) said tlie Budget was in reality a deficit 
budget and that the expected rcveimos iiom jute and l.uid revenue were not 
likely to materialize as. in fact, less jute wa^ buinu grown now. The condition 
of the people had not improved tut had gone tiom had to worse and he apprehended 
a failtiro of crops from insufficiont rain. 

Mr, Krishna Nath Sarnia regretted that Hh* (iov,'i‘umcut had not spent the 
grant given by the Covornmeut of India la.st year foi luial development. 

. Khan Bahadur MuMeur Rahman drew the atteiiiioii of the tiovernmeut to the 
deplorable condition of Balaganj, once a famous mart in Assan^ aui suggested its 
tm^ovement by a proper motorablo road connecting with the feylhct-nhorpur road 

midvi Aekroffuddin Aid. Chotedhury said that tho resources of Assam depended 
nuunly upon land revenne, excise and forest revenues. 
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9lh. AUGUST :-~Khan Sahih Sapidur Rahman d^lred members of tbe House 
to place themselves in the position of the Finance Member who had had no time 
to prepare wolt-deiiued schemes and bad had to work under limitation of time and 
funds. He 8ug{;estod that it would be wrong to think that Ministers were callous 
and indifferent to the good of the peo|do and be deprecated mere destructiye 
criticism. 

Maulvi Muhommcfl Maqbul II* sain Chaudbury said that the amount of Rs. 
62.633 budgeted for the fiSylhot an.. Khauapara farms was colossal waste of 

I mblic money." These farm.s. he said, were ‘‘mere depots of a wasting disease 
mown as '"Johns disease." 

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda criticized the administration of justico in Cachar 
where a garden manager was called upon to act as a judge in a case brought 
against him. 

Khan Bahadur Maulri Kcramat Ah said that tiio financial condition of the 
iiroviuco bad not been happy for several years, and that for each year there haJ 
been some deficit taxation, fie sugge.<>ted the ruhlio Service Commission of Assam 
taking up the work of the Keveiiue Tribunal aud so saving about Rs. 40,000 a year. 
Mo concluded by saying that jails in Assam wore full of corruption. 

Mr. JUahi Chandra Bora asked tiovernmeut to stabilize their finances. 
"Oovornmout spends two-thirds of their ineomo in pay and pensions to Governmeut 
officers." 

Maulvi Syed Ahdur Rouf suggested the abolitiou of the Agriculture Department 
if matters were not improved there. 

lOUi. AUGUST Mr. Oupinath Bardoloi. (fjcader of the Congress party^thc 
largest single group in the House) said that the Congress ** wants to reject the 
Federal Constitiitiou and will not allow it to function." If it comes at all, said the 
speaker, the Congress will offer resistance to it. 

Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia said that the present budget was nothing but an imita- 
tion of the past bureaucratic Government with some attompts at improvements in 
the nation-building departments. He suggested that resolutions brought forward by 
members for a 50 per cent rodnetiou io land revenue, for reduction of local rates. 
Hud for writing off agricultural loans might bring the Governmeut to a standstill. 
Then, there were various proposals for the formatiou of various committees. 

Mr. Mahi Chandra Bara asked the Minister in a supplementary question whether 
he was aware that people had lost complete confidence in the Agriculture Depart- 
raeut, and whether he was aware of the popular demand for breeding bulls in plaire 
of agricultural demonstrators. 

The Finance Minister (Mr. R. K. Chowdhury) replied that be was not aware of 
such a view. That might be the view of the speaker. 

Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed was pleased to see that the Finance Member was 
able to present a suridus budget after years of deficit. 

Maulvi Ahdur Rahman brought to the notice of the House that Assam, which 
was once governed by a Chief (^mmissioucr with a Ciiief Secretary, was now being 
governed with one Governor, so mauy hfeeretaries and five Ministers. The cost, he 
said, was enormous. He pressed for "the abolition of the C. 1. D., as it had out- 
lived its utility and shoula be disbanded." 

12Ui. AUGUST The Ministers replied to-da^ to the criticisms made against their 
departments daring the last three days’ budget discussion. 

Maulvi Mohammad Alt Haidar Khan. Minister for Agriculture, said that several 
members had referred to the inadcouacy of funds provided for agrioultural colonies. 
There was a misapprehensiou on the subject. Rs. 1,500 would be spent not for a 
^lon^ but for a small training farm near Jorhat where boys would reoelve practical 
Training and at the same time earn wages. This grant was for this vear only and 
a larger grant would be provided next year if necessary. He justifiea the reten- 
tion of such posts as agricultural iuspeotors and deputy directors of agriculture for 
supervising tbe work of demonstrators. Mr. Khan admitted that the veterinary 
staff was very inadequate but unless, he said, the looid boards bore their share of 
the expenditure the Government could not do much. There were, he said, serious 
administrative and technioal difficulties In amalgamating the veterinary and agricul- 
tural departments under one head. 

Mr. J. J, M. Niekoh Boy^ Minister, Local Self-Government, promised to do bis best 



SALARIES BILLS PASSED 


m 


.14 kvo. *37 ] 

jjp***®®*®. disowes in tlio province. Ho suggested that local boards 
>“ *‘tt*'al areas for the bonofit of tho people. 

Mr. Moatm Kumar Ckaudhury^ Ro venue Minister, said lie expected an increase 
** ^ extension of settlomoiit of land in different 

"P*"’"’'*®'* EJucation Mioistor, 8vm|Mtliiii«l 

With the mofflbers for demanding more money for education, but in the present 

^^^tr^Unh possible to undoituko further expenditure. 

Sir Miohammad SaaduUa. the I rentier, saitl that the suggestions made by tho 
members of the House would be cawfully considered by the Ministry. Uotronch- 
mont. ho srhL was not the sole or sufRoient remedy. Ho was investigating through 
a committee how money could be found for nation- building departments. 


L‘Cal I\*atk*s Amknij. Bill 

TIh* Oovoniraont sustained a heavy deftiat when Mr. Ah.iul Matin Chondkurya 
l/ical Kates Amendment ISilt, whit-h provides one aiina an*! four pies for every 
rup<?e of tlie annual value of the land in the plaee of the existing rate of two annas 
and eight pits per rupcj^ was passed by iu against ‘M voles. Tlie Fivvt^nur MwtAtrr'n 
amenilment, empowering His Kxeellen<*v tlie l•overnor to tix the time for tlie Hill's 
coming into operation, was lost without a division. 


Kkmoval ‘»r l)isvi'ALirirATtON.s Bill 

14th. AUGUST :—Tlio riovernment sooted a victory to-day, carrying hy CO to 117 
vot<*s the consideration stage of th(» Assam Province Legislature (Removal of,' Disquali- 
hcatiuns) Hill, according to which mauzadars and (invernmeiit ph^aders will ho 
eligible for^elcctiou to tlie Jogislaiuro and members 'of the legislature for appoint- 
ment 86 parliamentary secretaries. 

There was a heated discussion when the Hemovai of ])i.sqiialiiications Hill tva.s 
introduced. Mr. Deveawar Sarmah (Coagra.s.s) said that% mauzadars were ohiigod to tho 
(lovernmeot in different ways and had groat iotluenco with tlio ryots from wliora 
they collect revenues. They were virtually semi-Oovernment servants and 
shoulil not bo allowed to .stand for election to the legislatures. 

.Mr. Rohint Kwnar Chowdhury^ Mini.stcr. Judicial and Hoveiiuo. sunportiug the 
«.laims of mauzadars, said that the Punjab (lovernmont had pa-ssed a Hiil on similar 
liiu*s and informed the House that tho mau^adara were not really servants of the 
tVown. Thoy only received certain allowauces. The (lovoiDmeiit motion hi'ing put 
to vote was carried by (X) to ‘18. 


Salariik^ Hills 

The Assembly also iiassel th'* consideration st.igo of tlic oilier liovpMimorit Hills, 
riaini'ly. tho SpeakurN Hal.ary Hill, the Deputy .*<poakei s Siilarv Hill. Hn* Minisloi's 
Salaries Hill, the Council Presidoiit' Salary Hill, the Deputy l*ivs ideril s Sal.iry Hill, 
and the Court of Wards Act (.Vraenimeiir) Hill. 

.S’ir MiJiammad SaaJuUa in moving for considi'ralion of the Assam Ministers* 
Sabiiies Hill, said tli.'it formerly tlu* Ministers' s:ilaries were Ii*s. ;{,r>00 a month, hut 
in the present Hill the Premier s salary was put down at ICs. and that of 

other Ministers at Ks. a month. 

Mr. Dakshinn Rnajan Ouiita Chandhan (Uongiuss; said lli.at the motion, in its 
prevent form, was out of order a.-* theie w.as no sueli term as ‘■('liief Minister" in 
seirtioii 51 of the (lovernment of India Act. So. in providing a salary for .i **Chi«*f 
Minisier* thi\v would he providing salary foi a gentli.unan ^^ho did not exist in the 
eyi-s of 111 ,} law. 

Matdri Ahhtl Matt a ChutviUntry said that salaiics of Ministers should ho com- 
mensurate with the responsihii^tie^ involved. At the same time, he .said, the 
♦x'ouomic condition of the eouutry muvt he taken into consider.ation. Hu suggested a 
compromise between the Congress and Hovernnicat views. 

5>K'oM‘ Cii.tMnFi; in As.sam 

I6th. AUGUST A nnmher of speeches weie made to-day, criticising |||f, 
intruiliictiun of the yec«»nd ChamlH?r in the Province. Ihu matter arose as the 
result ot a cut motion hv one raeinher ivfusiiig lh*» provision of ILs. 35,8(J() uuder 
Ueneial Atlmiuiitr.atiou' for tin* Provincial l.'rdslative Couiudl. The mover aaid 
that the Upper Housh had been Ihriivf iipoii them against the protest. ^ of ihj, 
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not contemplated by oithor tlio^ Simon Commission or the 


pie and that it was 
hian Committee. 

Other members said that not only had the previous Assam Council passed a 
resolution opposing the establishment of a Second Chamber in the Province, bm 
that it had been repeatedly pointed out tiiat such a second house would be against 
the interests of Assam, both from the general and rinanoial points ' f view. 

Mr. Rohini Kumar Chouihury, Minister of Rovetine, said that the recommen- 
dation for the establishment of a second house had been made by the latv 
(Jovornment of Assam and that there was no use in discussing tiiat topic now. a. 
under the law |tho present Oovernment could take no action before the expiry of ten 
years. While the motion was still under consideration, the House rose for the day. 


Aiiolition Commissioners 

17th. AUGUST .—Tho (Jovernment sustained their first defeat ^ to-day when tii.- 
House refused by 03 to 11 votes the entire supply of Rs. 78,410 for the pay and 
establishment of two Commissioners us the result of a cut motion by the Cliief 
of the United Muslim Party. 

The I*remit!r said that although fhe Ketrenchmont Committee in 1931 had 
recommended the abolition of one of the.se posts, the Secretary of State for In.lia. 
to whom that recommendation was forwardeMl, divl not accept it. He said tljat 
under Section 244 of the Government of India Act. the Lo‘;al (Jovernraeut h.il 
nothing to do with tlie J. C. S. ofticers. 

The Finance Minister declared that 150 cleiks wo.ilJ be affected. 

The motion was put to vote and declarod carried by a majoiity of 5:2 votes. 

SeCO.N*I> CliAMBER IN AsS.lM (Coutd ) 

The motion regarding the abolition of the Second Chamber was withdrawn 
after an assurance given by the Govoruraent that public feiding in this rniiltci 
and also the sense of the House would be communicated sliortly to tho bigli.M 
authorities. The Premier observed that if the motion were earried, the Op|»tM 
House would cease to function and result in all Hills, including tho Member 
Salary Bill, being held up as the result of the deadlock. Therefore the motion 
was withdrawn. 

VoiiN*. ON Demands 

19lh. AUGUST ; -Two successive defeats sustained by the Government wen* 
tho remarkable features of to-day s sittiiig of the Assembly. The cut motion tabled 
by Sj. Har-rveswav Barna (Congress) to criticise the progressive enhancement of 
revenue was carried by 51) against 41 votes while tiiat of Sj. Shibemira Chundra 
liiswas (Congress) to' criticise the oppressive methods adopted by the collecting 
stall in realising agricultural loans was carried, the Government not challenging any 

Another cut motion tabbul by Mr. A. K. Chnwla (Congre.s.s) to criticise th** 
Government’s failure to institute an cnquiiy into tho c.ipacity of the people o. 
Cachar district to repav agricultural loans was withdrawn on the assiiraui:e givmi by 
tlic Hon’bic Kevenuo Mini.ster that the latter would send a list of borrowers to Mr. 
Chanda for enquiry as to tlieir capacity to repay the agricultural ioan. 

20tb AUGUST The Government suffered two raoro defeats in the As.seml.lv 
to-day making a total of live in four davs. Tho first defeat to-day wa.s the lesnlt 
of a cut motion, introduced by a Congress member, refusing tho Government s new 
exponditiiro for pleaders being carried without a division. . * i 

Tho .second occurred when a cut motion criticising the mdilToronce of the iMivorn- 
■Ksnt towards putting an end to corruption in tho civil courts was al.so carneiJ 
without a divisiou. 

21at. AUGUST:— In tho Assembly to-day tho Oovonimeni scored a victory b.\ 
defeating tho cut motion of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee^ who criticised the excise 
policy of the Government. ... 

Mr. Mahadev Sarma's cut motion criticising tho increase in stamp-foe revonut 
was oarriod. ^ ^ 

The Goveoament sustained two more defeats on other cut motions bringing fue 
number of dofoats to five in four days. 

A Congress motion sought to refuse new expenditure for associate pleaders wneo 
the Government pleaders were otherwise engaged and were not available. Another 
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cat moUoD critioisod the Govornoiont's indilTcronco in tho natter of corraution in 
courts— civil, criminal and revenue. 

Tho Revenue Minister appealed for co-operation of the pleadcra. and the public 
in removinj? the evil. The cuts were cariied without division. 

23fd. AUGUST The tiovornmeut to-day sustained their seventh defeat in tho 
Assembly when a cut motion urging the .aliontion of the temporary staff in tho 
Ciiraiiial Investijfatiou D^putin uit w.is c.irri'n by .Vd votes to 4G. 

Except for the cut inition the Ko'k* pass**! the ittants under Forests. Police 
and llo^istrariou. All tho rumiiiiiim •• ti iiitrious were either not moved oir with- 
drawn. 

The Promior, Sir M. Suaflulta^ announced that tho Advocate-General of llongal 
would arrive at Shilloiii^ to-raorrow nut adiruss the Assembly rugardinf; the cut 
motion which Wiis passed ou Au^jiist 17 r«.*fasiiii; the entire provision for Rs. 78,446 
being tho pay of (Jornmissioaors and their establishment. 

Tho Speaker acoorliiigly postpone.] his ruling as to wlinthor the cut motion, us 
Uiiopted, coull affect the supply or imi till the Advoeiite-tlenural s address. 

Maulntiu AMttl Ilnmii .asked permission to move an udjoiirnment motion calling 
the attention of the H«)asc to certain appointments male by the Oovernmeul over- 
riding the n*commend.ations of the Assam 1‘uhlic Set vice Commission, lint as he 
could not give the soi;i. •' of his intirm.itiou t!ie .'Speaker rcfu.sed the permission. 

24th. AUGUST ; —Til.' Ministry t i-.|av .'•nstained their eighth defeat in the 
Assomlily wli-n a cot motion (;iitici.^i:ig the Government for not starting a medical 
school ill .Syiher was (r.irrii' i by M t » .‘lO. 

The IToils*. piss/'l til'.' lemands for /rants uiilei Elu:atiou, Loans, Public Ileultii 
and Mediva'. 

As luiiny as 100 cut motions u:i i.,'r lCduciiii<*n had been tabled, most of thorn 
relating to higher giants for schools an I colleges, hut only about ton were taken up, 
tho remainder being guillutined. 

The motion criticizing tiie failure of the (Tovernment to start a medical school 
was introduced hy Mnuh i Munnmtr AH of the rnited Moslem Party. 

In moving tho token cut of n't. lU) Mr. Munawur AH .said tiiat the question was 
marked out in 1920 when liie Government accepted it and buildings were constructed 
at a cost of ah lilt Us. 0 lakhs. 

Mr. Pohini C houdhnnj^ Revenue .Minister and Rev. Sicholtt Roy^ Minister, Sani- 
tation oppose ! tile motion.^ Dilatory tactics weie adopted by the Oovoroment and 
the hackbeiichcrs of the Minislrv began spe iking one after .another. A division being 
cliallengcd, the motion was canieil liy !12 voting for it while HO against The UnitiHl 
Moslem Party which always stool bv tin* Ministry, on this occasion brought this 
cut motion. The (lovcrninent piesuiii.ihly liiiding tlieir position lielpless rerouiiiod 

neutral. Tn.' (Vmgivss l*arrv als* remained neutral as they wanted to see the 
Governiii..MU leftMN. l t.v tlicii own suppoitei.s. The Kuiopean block opposed the 

motion. 

The giiiM of Us dl.lTj.tX) ;iii let lic.al cduc.itiori was pas.sed. Al-ont a htindii'd 
‘•lit motion^k W'/ie but only si\ ‘ oul l he di.scussetl within the allotted time 

Ahii-li was inly twi ii-inrs. wliile ih * r"..t wcr.* cnillotincd. 

Tlie grant of li\. S.OLDJJ un lei sum I Public Ilc.ilth was iiassc<i. 

Al'VoC.lTI -GKNt/t.VL'.s .APP«I.S^> 

25th. AUGUST . - Sir .1. K. Poy. Advicute-fJeiieial of Bengal and As.sinn, made 
a staremmit h.ilding that the v.-rdict o} tli * House on August 1 7 refasitig provision 

for two i^nnInIssi.>lie|^ vst inhshmeuN w is no? nlfni n vjh suid was binding. Tbe 

galleries were fail ;in l his Krcelh'iicy .<»i Uob .'it K -id, Uivornor of Assam, was 
also present 

It roav i>e remeiniiei.'d that ou .Vugu-.* I'd ."it Muhtimmad SaduUah^ Promiei. 
raised tlic que.-,tion of the validiiv of tim As-uihly decision in that matter, pointing 
out that un ler llie new Act, ij-.e Assembly had power only to reject the entire 
grant under any Irnad and not to cur, our anv item or items cot .posing the grant. 
Id support of his contention, lie arguivi that Si'i-tion 78 (21 of the Govornmont of 
India Act of 1933 did not contain tho words of SecHoo 72D (2) of the Act of 1919 
which spoiMailv gave authority to do so. ...... 

Agaitist this tho lea*ler of the Umgims P.irt\ li.id coiiteudo'i that thn language of 
Sei'diou 79 (if) was quit** general and, therefore, the llouso hatl the right to make a 
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f^oiieral cnt or a cut ')d a particalar item. Furthor, hia coolentioa waa ^liat onder 
rroTineial Autoaomy, the Legiiilatari! had the fall tad note right to control all votahle 
oxiienditure and that the docision of the Honsa was final, as paintod ont in the Joint 
Select Committee’s report. (Paragraph 149.) 

Tho Advocate-General referred at length to the provisions in the Act of 1919 and 
1935 and said that in spite of tho fact that the form of the cut motion was defec- 
tive. the decision of the iioiue was perfectly binding and not ultra vir$B. Procee- 
ding, Sir A. K. Key said that since the motion had been admitted by the Speaker 
aiid debated upon in tho House and tho Assembly liad recorded its verdict, the refu- 
sal of tlio House was legal and final. 

« Rai Bahadur P. (\ Dutta^ former Judicial Mombor desired to know from the 
Advocate-General whetlicr the Government were bound to accept the cut. 

Sir A. K. Roy said that it w’as a matter for tln^ Ciovernment to consider. But 
when the Advocato-CiCiieral was pressed again to givii legal opinion on the matter, \w 
said that he liad not cotno there to give his opinion on whether the Goveromenr 
were bound to accept it or not and that lie could not f.ive ids opinion on that matter 
on tho ilooi of t!io House. However, if the matter was referred to him by the Gov- 
(uiiment, he would give his opinion to the Government. Continuing, he said that as 
to tho legal otTout of the House's refusal, it was a matter between the Assam Govern- 
ment and tho House and that lie was not cuucornud with that qaesUon at that 
.stage. 

Tiio Speaker then announced that he would give his ruling on the 27tli. to wiiicli 
date the floiiso adjourned. 

Thu Assembly passed to-day the demands for grants under agrieultnro, iudustiios. 
and jails and convict settlements. 

TifE BraaKER’s Ruling 

27tli. AUGUST:— Tho Hon'ble Mr. Basanla Kumar Dna^ Speaker, gave his ruling 
to-day on the point of order raised by the Finance Minister on tho out motion adoptml 
by the House refusing the grant of Its. 78,446 for the posts of two Commissiouei-N 
for As.«am. Tho 8|>eaKer hold that the refusal was perfectly legal and binding on tin* 
Government. He referred to the White Paper and tho Joint Parliamentary Commit- 
tee’s reports os also the Government of India Acte of 1919 and 1935. He stated that 
the Finance Minister \s contention was not maintainable. Mr. Siddhiftath Surma 
(Congress) then moved a reaolution for reduction of land revenue by 50 per cetit. 
and quoted extracts from the election manifesto and former speeches of the Hon bit' 
Mr. Kohini Kumar Gliaudhury, Revenue Minister. 

Khan Bahadur Keramatali moved an amendment for reduction by 25 per cent, 
and Kliau t<ahib 8ayudur Rahamaa moved au amendment for 33 per cent. 

Earlier in tlic day, Mr. A. K. Chanda (0>ngress) moved an adjournment motion 
to discuss tho question ot repatriation of the Andamans prisoners of Assam and ou 
the Hotne .Minister fjiving assurance to move the Central Oovernmout to-morrow. Mi. 
Chanda withdrew his motion. The Home Minister ssid that Assam prisonois weic 
not sufToriiig from tuberculosis and one was in good heaitli. 

Non-official Bills 

28th. AUGUST Tlie Assembly considered to-day Mr. SiddhinatU Sartm\ 
A^;^uln Local Self-Go verumeut (Amendment) Hill 1937, Mr. Abdul Aziz's Assam 
.Mouev-leiidois (Amendment) Hill, 1937, Mr. Puma Chandra Sarma's Assam Moiicy- 
hnideis' (Amciidmenti Bill, 19.17. Mr. Lakheswar Barooah's Assam I/}cat Self' 
Goveinment f Amendment) Hill, 1937, and Mr. Munawarali's Assam Money-lenders 
(Ameudmeiit) Bill. 1037. 

30th. AUGUST Tho Mrni.stry snstainod the tenth defeat during the present 
liuJFet session to-day when Kiian Sahib Sayadur Rahman's amendment suggesting 
tho reduction of laud revenue by 33 per cent was carried without the Goverumout 
claiming division. 

A resolution siionsorcd by a member of tho Congress party, suggesting a reduction 
of DO per cent in laud revenue, was, iiowevor, defeated by Cj votes against 43. 

Tho position of the Government was explained by tho Ret^enue minister who said 
that tho Oovernmeiit aervs!.! to a reduction of 35 per cent and ofTored to anpoiut 
u eommittoe to enquire into the linanciai condition of persons .soriou.sly afTected. Be 
suul that ou tlie ba.si.s of li'comtnendntions made by this committee, tue tiovernmeut 
would be prepared to grant a reduction in lauil reveuuo even to the extent of 50 per 
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cenf ill ileservinj; ca^cs. Tiie Dovormnont <lij not. iiowovor, agree to commit itself 
to 50 per cont or uvea 33 por coat as a flat rato. 

31tt. .AUGUST Mr. Jadabprasad Chalika\s (Orngroas) out motion for roduutioa 
l*y 14s. 6l,583» the grant under ‘'Civil Works*’ was carried by 67 to 20 votes to-dav.Thia 
was the eloventli defeat sustained by the Oovornmeut, Europeans and Ministers 
remained iiontral. Tho provision of 14s. 6l.5S:i for a h<»sto! for Mahomodan and 
Schcdiiied ciistc momburs in legislature was also refused. Fortysix cut motions were 
tabled under bead Civil ^yolks but only 6 could be discussed. 

Ks. 1.59.200 was sanctioned under liead Veterinary and Rs. 1.00,000 under bead 
Co-operative. 

A cut motion was moved criticising tho bad sitting arrangements for members in 
tbo Assembly and also for Press reports ami visitors but the Finance Minister and 
the Jlon’ble Speaker having given assurance to look into the question, tho motion 
was withdrawn. 


.'^ALAurF.s’ Bills Passkii 

Ut. SEPTEMBER ; Tin* Assembly passi* 1 to-day the Ministers' Salary Bill, 
the Speaker's Salary Bill, th * Deputy S|ieakor's Salary Bill, the PrcHulent’a 
Salary Bill, (in; Deputy Pnesi dent's Salary Bill, the Co'irt of M^ards (Aoiundmont) 
Bill and the 1'rMviiii‘iai rii*ei-^laturo (Removal of Di.sqtialiricarion) Bill. 

Mr. Oinnt Kumur s ((^)n^'ress) amendment Axing the salary of the Speaker 
at Rs. 500 and iiis aMowainn) at Rs 2.50 was lust by G‘l to 42 votes and the House 
fixed file Spoaiiej’s salary at h’s. 1.000 per month." 

Tho lloii'lilo I lie Sne.ikor, Mr. BnsanU Kumar Das {Congress*, announced that 
lie would aeeept his salary as |ire.scribe«l by the Congress Working Committee. 

Tlie lions.* then piss./i t!i j amen led Deputy S|)oaker‘.s salary Bill 6xiog the 
s.Lary at Be, 1. 

Tile Miiiist.ns' Salary Bill ns amended by Mr. Sayadur Rahaman providing Rs. 
2.50f) for the Cliief .Minister and l%s. 1.500 for 4 other Ministers was carried by 64 
lu 40 votes. .Mr. Ouiio Kwa.ir Dass (C ingress) amendment fixing the Blinistors* 
salary at Us. 5U0 was defeate 1. The House was then prorogued. 

Winker Session -Shillong— 8kh. to 21st. December 1937 

Xew Bills Lviroduced 

The . o! I weatlier session of the .Assam Legislative Assembly oommonoed at 
^liillong on tin* 8th. December 1937. 

yirhnU BfUf iniio.luced tin* Assam Local Boards (Post|)onum6nt of 
Kleetioii.s'. Bill ll)d7. The Bill sought to postptino the oleetioiLS upto tho end of 
Fehmarv i0;;i) if it luvranie nece.ssarv to do so. Tho Assam Prisoners’ ^Probations! 
Kcloa.se Hill. 1037, iiiirod’ie,?d by Mr. Hnhini Kumar Cfiaudhuri. Rovenuo Minister 
*vas referre I to a selecO’.jniiuittce. 

AIoVLV-fcEXPEKs' AmE.VO. BiLL. 

9lh. DECEMBER Th.j Assam Moneylenders’ (Amendmont) Bill, 1937 was passed 
in ilie Asserablv to-day 77 to 13 vtites. Th.* Bill which was iiUrodiicud by Uaulavi 
Abdul utiieiids tiie .Vssam Money l«»iiders’ Act of i9J4. It was to como into 
fon;e at once aii‘1 would ap|*'v lo pending .suits and appoals. ^ ^ ^ 

TIio piovi.^ions of the Transfer of Property Act of* 1882, the Indian Contract 
Act of 187*2, the Indian 14egi.stration Act 3f lO'XS and tho Civil Procedure (lode 
1908, are, to the extunt necessary to' give eflecl to tho provisions of the Bill, 
repealed or ino.liicd by it. . . 

The definition of ‘’moucy lender” is given in tho measure as s person, SKXtiety 
or bank, either private or n'gistered niitler the Co-operative Booieties Act of 
1912 or tho Indian Companies' .\ct of 1912, who grants a loan. ^ . , 

The Bill provides that no monoy-leiider, shall, in respoct of sny loan msde 
before or after the measure is enforced as an Act, recover on account of interest 
and principal, whether through a court or otherwise or by way of luafruot of 
lands in usufructuary mortgages, a .sum greater iu aggregate toau double tho 
principal of tho loan. .. o i i 

At the instanco of Mr. RMui Kumar Chotedtmryy tho Revenue liiatoter, 
au amendment was passed which provides that notbiug sbalt affect a bank 
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•dvanciDR monoy at interest not cxoeetlinf? 6 per cent a year or subscribers to a 
loan fflioe to, or debentures or other securities of any description issued by, the 
Government, a publio body, a bank, or a company. 

The Bill reduces the rate of iuterest from 1:3 and a half per cent, to 9 per 
cent on seoured loans and from 18 three- fourth per ceut. to 12 and a half per 
cent, on unsecured loans. 

Secured loans are dofinod as mort^'a^^e debts as well as bonds in lieu of 
interest on which land has been ^iven over by debtors in conformity with local 
customs to creditors. 

Stlhet Town Ten-an*cy Bill 

The Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill was tliLMi taken into consideration. Mr. Rohtni 
Kumar Chowdhury disapproved the retrospective principle involved in (he Bill, 

.Assam Mu.vicipal Amenml Bill 

Mr. J, J. Ai. Niehols Hoy, Minister for Lical Self'CTOveiiiment. stron^^ly opposed 
the Assam Municipal (Ameudmeut) Bill moved by Mr. Ilajendranutli Barua. 

lOih. DECEMBER :~The Assembly to-day resumed discussion on Mr. Rajendrn 
Nath Barua'a motion for referring the Assam Municipal Amendment Bill (1917) to 
a select oommittee. 

The Bill aims at (1) doing away with t!ij prinoipio of nomination in municipal 
bodies ; (2) debarring salaried servants and ministerial ofTicers of the Ctovemmeiit 
from seeking election to municipal bonds and (d) loosening Government control 
over munioipal boards by making the Minister in charge the sole arbiter of self- 
Mvernin^ institutions, keeping the Commissioner and to a loss e.Yteut the Deputy 
Commissioner as intermediate checks. It i.s sought to curtail the powers of the 
Bub-di visional officers in regard to the inspection of hoards' records or interference 
with their internal affairs. 

The Rav, J. J. M. Nichols Roy, Minister for local self-Oovernment. opposed the 
motion on the ground tha: nomination could not be done away with. Me said that 
by nomination Government provide the boards with men who may he capable of 
burning officer of a board iu case none of the elected members’ was capable or 
willing to serve as such. Nominated momber.s also looked after tho interests of the 
Government in muaicipalities. This was a point often lost sight of by many critics. 

Education Reform in Assam 

1 1th. DECEMBER The Assembly passed to-day a resolution appointing a com- 
mittee to readjust the curriculum of primary aud secondary education iu Assam up 
to class 8 of the high school. 

Tho resolution which was moved by Mr. Bhaban Clmndta Gnyot was amouJed 
iu two important aspects by Manlavi Munawar Ali and by Sii -Mohammed Band- 
ulla^ Premier. 

"This Assembly’* stated the resolution, '^recommouds to the (bjverumeut uf Assam 
that as the present curriculum of educatiou of this province utterly fails to take uuti: 
of the growing changes aud need of society a committee be formed to formulate the 
principles in outline for readjustment of the curriculum aecoriiuglv for primary and 
scooudary eduoatiou up’to Class 8.” 

Excise Duty on Petrol 

13th. l^CEMBER : — A resolution urging that the Assam tiovornment should 
move the Government of India to grant to Assam the entire proceeds from excise 
dutv on the petrol and korosine produced in the Province, was uiiauimonsly carried 
iu^he Assembly. 

It was contonded in the coarse of the debate that the royalties on crude oil to 
the value of Rs. 5 lakhs were retained by Assam but the proceeds from the e.\cise 
duty to the value of about Rs. i aud a half orores were loalised by the ludia 
Government Since Bengal got 6i and a half per cent of the jute duty Assam 
should get at least the same percentage of the excise duty levied on petrol and 
kerosene oil. 

Tne Bev. J. J, M. Niekola Hay^ Minister for Local SeJf-Governmont withdrew 
his Assam Local Boards (Postponement of Elections) Bill, 1937. as the Ckingress 
Party was opposed lo it 
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Mr. Oopinaih the Leader of the Oongreea Qroiip, said the Homo 

could not consider the siipplemontary domand made by the Premier when ho 
placed before the House a statement of necessary expenditure for the Com* 
fflissioners* establishment daring the months of September, October, November 
and December. 


High Coubt vob Assam 

Mr. Saka Kumar Dutta next moved a resolution recommending that immodiato 
steps bo taken for the establishment of a High Court in Assam. He said tM this 
question had boon pressed for the last seven years. Provincial Autonomy oonid 
not be complete without jadtoial autonomy. Tho dual control at present oxeroiaod 
over the judiciary in Assam was harmful in many respects. 

The resolation was under discussion when the House adjourned. 

Mimbbrs* Salabt Bill 

14lh. DECEMBER The Assembly rejected to-day bv 47 to 36 votes the 
motion moved by Hon. Mauivi Sayid Bit huhummad Saa^uUat Premier, that tho 
amendmenta made by the Council to tho Assam Legislative Ohambers (Members' 
Emoluments) Bill 1937 be taken into consideration. 

The European Group, Nat Bahadur Promodu C kandra Dutta and a few others 
including the Promior, remained neutral. The Congress Oroup voted in favour of 
the motion. The Mohammedan Group, throe Ministers and tho United Peoplea* 
Party voted against tho motion. The Bill would now go to the Upper Houso again. 

According to the original Bitt tho moinbers of both Houses wero given a 
salary of Bs, 1(X) a month each but the Upper House redneod the salary to 
one rupee a year. 


Removal ov Female Ineligiiulitt Bill 

16th. DECEMBER The Assomby itassod to-day the first reading of the 
Assam Municipal (Removal of Female ineligibility) Amendment Bill. 1937 which 
wa.s introduced by A/tva Atavia Dmum, the only woman member of the Assembly. 
The Bill removes tho disability of women from becoming members of municipal 
beards. It was originally introduced in the Upper House by Not Sahib Am 
Chandra Dutt and passed by that Qoucc in its last session. 

The Syliiet Tows Te.na.nxy Bill 

The House then took up the consideration of Mr. Karma Sindha Roys 
Sylliet Town Tenancy Bill 1937, as it emerged from the select committee. 

Hie Bill aims at framing, amending and consolidating the taw remilating the 
relattous between landlord and tenant within the municipal limits of the town of 
Sylhet. The following clausas, among others, us amended by tho House, wore 
passed to-day. 

Clause 7, which is tho most important clause in the Bill and which was first 
taken up. was passe<l as follows : Notwithstanding any contract to tho contrary, 
every person who shall have held land as a tenant continuously for a period of 
ten years wholly before or whoHy after or partly before fuid partly afiw the 
cummeacemeiit of this Act shall bo deemed at the oxpiratiou of that period^ to 
have acquired a permauont heritable and transferable right of utw tod oooupattou 
in that land, subject to the payment of rent to the landlord provided that nothing 
in this .section shall apply to leases of land for manufacturing or industrial 
purposes eutered into after Ibo passing of this Act. 

This clause originally provided f r 12 years for the creation of occupancy 
right but au amendment moved by Mauivi Abdur Uahmau suggesting ten years 
was carried by 44 to 23 votes. The House tbeu a<Jjouroed. 

Demand For Commissioners* £stadlihiimc.n't 

17th. DECEMBER Tho As.sembly debated fo-day wlicthcr a supplementary 
demand on an item already refused by the House was in order when Sir JSuhammad 
Saadullah^ the Premier, moved a suppiementarv diJODaiid of Rs. 25,300 for the Com- 
missioners' establishments for tho four months from hSeptember to December 1937. 

Rai Bahadur Promode Dutt opening the discussion said that the supplmnentary 
demand was out of order and could not come under section 81 of the Oovernnont of 
India Act. fle pointed out that since the House bad specifically sanettooed tho ex- 
penditure only up to August 30 in the last budget session and had specifically made 
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a cat on tho office of iho Commissioners the establishments could not continue beyond 
that date. He admitted that under the Civil Service [Regulations the staff might 
demand three months' salary in lieu of notice but that relief had to bo given by the 
Government in a way other than by a supplementary demand. The verdict of iho 
House had made it clear that the service had not to be carried beyond September 1. 
He argued that under cover of granting relief the Government were extending the 
office for four mouths. 

Mr Qopinath Bardoloi^ loader of the Congress Party, said that tlie House hoil re- 
fused to sanction the pay of the Commissioners' staff not because they wanted to bo 
rid of the clerks' services but because tho Government had ru fused to take any note 
of the feelings of the Houso on this matter. In all parliaments of the world supple- 
mentary grants had to receive the assent of the sanctioning authority before expendi- 
ture conld be incurred. In the present case the Finance Minister had had more tliau 
enough time to secure that assent. 

The House had refused the demand on August 17. Ihe Advocate- General )iad 
given his opinion on August 24 and the autheuticated schodulo of expenditure had 
been presented on September 1. Tho Finance Minister had tlitMefore had a week to 
submit a supplementary demand. If tho ex|iendituro had been enforceable hy any 
statute, or ruio having tho force of a statute. His Kxcellcney t!ie Governor woulil 
have, by virtue of his special powers, charged it to tiie revenues of the province in 
the authenticated schedule. If, on tlie other hand, there was no sucti .statutory 
obligation the whole expenditure was illegal and tho House liad no authority to 
pass it. 

Mr. Baiiiyanath Mukherjee held that Rule IG of the Assam Legislative Assembly 
Rules only permitted tho bringing in of such Uomauds as tlie present one before the 
last of the days allotted for the moving of grants. 

Sir HSuhamMad Saadulla^ rerdying, said timt under Section 81 of tho Government 
of India Act the suttplcmontary demand was in order. The staff of the Commis- 
sioners’ office had to he given at least three months* notice and expenditure on their 
accouut had to bo incurred over and above the expenditure sanctioned ou September 
J. Tho Assam Assembly Rules permitted tho bringing hi of this inolion for a sup- 
plomontary demand. In order to maintain tho dignity of the lloiiso ho had brongiit 
forward this motion instead of advising ilis Excellency tlic Governor to certify it. 

The Speaker reserved his ruling ou the point raised and adjourned the House. 

The Si'EAUEu’s RuLi.vi 

18th. DECEMBER .Mr. Basantahuffw Das. Speaker gave his ruling tu-ilay 
on the point of order raised yesterday by Rat Bahadur l\ C, Duit objecting to 
the presentation of a supplementary deniaiid for Rs. 1^3, 3CU for the Coraraissiouer's 
establishments fur the four mouths from Septomher tu Decern her, 1937. 

This sum reprosouts a part of the Ks. 78,446 uuilei tlie suh-liead ‘'Commis- 
sioners" which was refused by a vote of the Assemldy during the last budget session 
when the Assembly was called upon to vote on tho annual estimate of expomliture 
for tho current year. 

Mr. Das said : *'The ruling of tlie Chair is that a supiilemeuitary demand iii 
respect of any demaud to which the As.sembly Ikts lefiiseil its assent or in respect 
of the amount whicli tho Assembly has previously reitueel would be in onler if 
it can be shown that it has heconie necessary. 

**10 this particular case, relying upon the speotjhcs i)f the Kinaiice Minister and 
ou the assurances given hy him, 1 find there are sudicient grounds for me to liold 
that the present supplemeutury demand is in oider. Jt is now for the House to 
consider whether tliey would act upon tho assurance of the Finance .Minister ami 
vut«%>r tho demaiKl or reject it.*’ 

Thu Finance Minister had said that lie was always anxious to uphold tln^ iligiiity 
and prestige of the House and that ho iiud already decide<l to di.sctiurge the stuff 
of tho Commissioners’ establish robot from January 1. 19.‘lS. The speaker held, 
lliercfori^ that ho could not dispute his sincerity and in that view he held that a 
prima facie case for further expenditure had heeu iu terms of flection 81 of the 
Government of India Act. 

The House then proceeded to discuss the demand, after which it adjourned. 

Re)I0VAL of FkMALE INKLIOIOILITY OlLL (CONTD.) 

20tk. DECEMBER :^TIie Houso passed to-day the Assam Municipal (Removal of 
Female Ineligibility) Ameudmout Hill, 1937. Thu measure was iutroduced 
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by Mts Mavi$ Dimn and waas passed nnanlmoosly by the House. It had been pra- 
yionsly passed by the Oonncil. 

Thb Stlhr Town Xsn^not Bili. (Oontd.) 

The House then took up the consideration of Mr. Kart^na Simdku Boa'§ Sylhet 
Town Tenancy BilL 1937. Twenty clauses were dealt with in the disoossion. 

Oonsiderablo disoossion took uiaoe over Clause 14 (1) of the Bill which states 
that every occupancy tenant shall on ejectment be entitled to be paid as compensa- 
tion the value of any building which may have been erected by him or by his pre- 
decessors in interest unto a value of Rs. 1,000. Provided the value of suoD a build- 
ing exceeds Bs. 1000 the excess shall be payable only if the express consent of the 
landlord shall have been obtained for the erection of such a building. 

Mr. Babinira Nath Aditya moved an amendment deleting the words *up to a 
value of Ks. 1000.” He argued that an occupancy right was the right to the free 
use of land and if the tenant was handicapped iu this way it would prove an obstacle 
to the creation of better houses in the town of Sylhet. ^ 

Mr. Rohini Kuvmr Chaudhury, the Revenue Minister, objecting to the amend- 
ment said that a landlady who was a poor widow might be adversely affected by 
such an amendment. The amendment being put to vote was .carried by 4(1 tu 35 votes. 
Tho European Group voted against it. 

CoMUissioNSRS* £sTaBLisH3£E.vr— S peaker's Ruuno 

21at. DECEMBER The Speaker, Mr. Baianta Kumar Daa ruled that Uie 
Assembly could not take up to-day the supplemeutary statement for a supplementary 
demand for the Commissioners' Establishments as conveyed in a message from His 
Ezcelienoy the Governor to the House to-day. 

The message from His Ezcelienoy was made under Section 43(2) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act for the presentation of a statement with regard to a demand for 
a supplementary grant of an additional Rs. 15464 to defray the oharges for retaln- 
ittg the Commissioners establishments from January 1, 1038 to March 3l, 1038. 

The grant originally passed by the Assembly was Rs. 18,63^54. A supplementary 
grant already voted by the Assembly was Rs. 35,300. The present supplementary 
demand consists of pay for officers— lis. 1,639 ; pay for establishment— Bs. 11,467 ; 
allowances— Rs. 138 ; coutiugencies -Rs. 1,940. 

Rai Bahadur F. C. Butt raised a point of order asking whether a mamp from 
His Excellency justified cancelliog the rules made by His Ezoellenoy himself. 

lie said the House had been taken by surprise by this demand and pointed out 
tliat according to Rule 17(3) of the Assam L^islative Assembly rules made under 
bection 81(3) of the Ooverumeut of India Act, 1935. the Governor, exeroising hia 
individual judgmout, should allot one or moro days, not earlier tbau three days after 
the day ailetted for sucli a reprusputatioo, for voting ou tho demands for supple- 
mentary grants or for a discussion of the estimates of the expenditure chari^ or 
for both such voting and discussion as the case may be. He said that according 
to the above rule the supplementary demand could not be put to-day. 

Mr. Oopiaath Bardolsji^ leader of the Ccogross group, ou behalf of his party, 
expressed his resentment at the presentation of this demand. He said that on the 
last occasion that tiie Promier had represented a supplementary denumfl for the 
retention of the offices of the Commisstonors up to December 31, the Premier had 
made it clear that he would not present n furtiier supplementary demand for the 
Commissioners' offices. Mr. Baidolot was of tiie opinion that His Ezoeklency was 
acting against the Government of India Act. Ho further said this was against tho 
wishes of the House and also against the powers vested in tho House and 
|M>iiitod out that according to beution 52 of the Oovernmont of India Aot, which 
Ueftnes tho special respoimibilities of the Governor, such a supplemimtary demand 
could not be presented. * .... 

8$r Muhammad SamdmUa^ the Premier, said that the Ministry st^ by what be 
had said on the last occasion viz. Hiat be wonld not ask for a fuither tuppleiaen- 
tary demand for the (^mmtssioners' offices. He had spoken on the aubjMt to Hia 
Excellency. The Speaker held that the House could not consider tho supplementary 
statement to-day and as there was not a formal motion for tho supplementary 
demand such a demand could not be considorod. 

The position of the Speaker in relation to the Executive Government woe the 
aubject of a statement in the House to-dby by Mr. R. K Baa* 
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The statement was evoked by a qnestioa asking whether the travelling allowance 
in connexion with the recent visit of the speaker (Mr. Das) to Calcutta had been 
sanctioned by the Government under the fundamental and subsidiary rules -a 
question to which the Premier replied in the negative. 

In regard to certiin matters, Mr. Das said, the question arises whether the 
Speaker Is a Government servant and ttie Head of a Department. 

at once say that the Speaker is not a Government servant and cannot be 
so/’ Mr. Das a>lde<J. Be owes his position to the House which elected him and if 
he is a servant of anybody he is the servant of this House. 

^Ooveromcot servants iu a province belong to the provincial executive ; the 

Speaker belongs to the provincial legislature. Government servants are civil 
servants as described in Chapter 2 of Part 10 of the Government of India Act ; 
the Speaker is a free agent. 

^Although drawing a salary from the Government the President of tho old 
Council regulated his own travelling and was entitled to go anywhere where there 
was business to be transacted iu connexion with his duties as President of thu 

Council. His decisiou was not liable to be examined by anybody else. He was 

considered to be a free agent. 

*^8peakers of As.serablies are gutdod by those rules in the absence of rules 
specifically made to cover such cases. The question is whether there are anv 

rules by which the Speaker is required to obtain any sanction from the Government 
for undertaking a jouiney bej'ond the province for transaction of business 
connected with tho iegistature. 

an objection is raised by tho Audit authorities that the journoy was not 
made on legitimate legislative business an inquiry would naturally be made from 
the Speaker. As to the circumstances under which the journey was undertaken a 
certificate from the Speaker that the journey was official is considered sufficient. 

**As to whether the Speaker is the head of a Department 1 should point out 
that treatmont accorded to him as the head of a Department conflicts with the 
dignity of tho Houso. Tho Head of a Department must be under the coutiol of 
some miatster. It is obvious that the Speaker is not so. The Legislative Asscmblv 
Department is an autonomous Department. Under no circumstances can the 
Speaker of a Legislative Assembly be treated as the Head of u Department under 
Ministerial control.” 

The House then unauimoiisly passed the motion of Khun Sahib Maulavi Sayidur 
Rahman urging tho imiiloinoat.itioii of the ameudinciit adopted by the HoiiHe 
during the last ses.siou for tli»! rcmissHin of revenue at a II it rate of 'Xi per i:unt 
us .soou ns funds ptu rnitte I. Tiie House was then pa'orogued. 


Proceedings of the Council 

Augvgf Sestioa — Shillong — 16th. to ISih. Augual 1937 

KoN -OF riCI AL Rrsolltioxs 

The first sitting of the Assam Legislative Council was thdi at SUilloug un tlm 

kith. August 1937. 

Ou tho motion of the IWaititint, the Houso decided to send a condolence 
lesolutiou to Lady Koain*, exprossiiig regret at the death of Sir Mii'lnel Keane. 

'Hie House adjourood as a mark of ii*sp<,*ct to the iaUt Governor. 

I7tli. AUGUST Five resolutions were taken up to day. One was carried witliout 
division, one was accepted with certaiu modifications and tho ivinaiuiug ones weie 
withdrawn. 

Sj. Sarat Chamira Bhattachanee's resolution recommending for the appointment 
of a Ketienchmeut Comuiittee with the object of finding some funds for nation* 
building measures was accepted by the Government. 
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Maulvi Ahiwr Rattim Ckowdhury't Ktsolation recommondiojK to tho OofoninOBt 
of Aosam to hold the oxaminations of all Uigh and Middle Schools in the provineti 
ond to commence tho academic session with the calender year was passed without 
division. 

iioaUvi Abdul fJai'a resolution rocommonding tho OoYornment to open a 
new fiortfolio under tho lieading Uinemploymcnt* to bo in charge of one of the 
ilou*ble Ministers was withdrawn on an assurance given by the Hon'blo Chief 
Minister that tho question of unomploymunt h:is been seriously taken op by tho 
(jovernment. I'hc education Minister said that he was technically in charge of 
the portfolio of ^ineroploymont.* 

Babu Satyendra Mohan Lahiri'a rosolutiou for tlie separation of judieiaiMf from 
itxecutivu was also withdrawn on tho ground stated by tho |{nn'ble Judicial 
Minister that it would involve an adJitional expenditure of three lakhs of rupees. 
Tho Council then adjourned. 

Gcx£kil Discussion of Budget 

18 th. AUGUST: ~t> (moral diseiissidii of tho Budget commencod in tho Conueil 
to-day. Mr. .'faros/i Chandra Daa suhjeeted the Budget to a searching scrutiny .lud 
expressed, on behalf uf tho lfuu.se. disappuintroeut at the way in which tho 
(Nmncil liad b«‘OU called uikui to deal with the linancial .stat(»roont of the province. 
Discii.ssing the Budget, Mr. Das suiil that, but for the wiping out of all previous 
debts, a subvention of its. liO lakhs and a contribution of 02 and a half j»er cent 
of tiie jute export duty, all mainly due to Sir Otto Niemeyer's financial adiiiMtrnent 
—the prosperity of Hie province would not have been so manifest as had lieon 
made to apfiear. Mr. Das was surprised that (Hlucation was |iraciic.ally **starveil.'' 
Where literacy was 5 per cent to spend only G per cent of the total revenue was 
nothing but culpahlo negligence, he said. 

Mrs. Ztthida Ataur Rahman^ the only lady member and Deputy President of 
the House, thanked tho Finance Minister for presenting a surplus Budget 8lio 
uskod for fair treatment fur female education. Shu said that in the Budget, against 
Its. 80,10,101 fur buys, a sum of aliout R.s. 84,8G4 had been provided for girls. She 
suggesteil that more* stipends should be given to girls to enable them to go In for 
higher training in medical nursing tod midwifery. 

Uai Sahih fiem Chandra Duila wanted that tho outsiders Jiving in Bhillong 
permanently should be allowed to lie oufranehised for tho bhillong backward cons- 
tituency. Uu also criticised the Government for the dtduy in coming up with the 
Ministers' Salary Bill. 

Rai Bahadur Heramba Prasad Barua (iiominutcd) made a grievauuo of the fact 
that Budget was nut presented before them Rimultaueou.sly with the Assembly 
which, he said, was directly in contravention (jf the provisions of the new Consti- 
tution and this failure on the part ol the Gcjveiiiineiit wus cliar.acteiised hy him 
a.s show'ing disrespect to the House. As regards the Budget itself, he thought that 
tliongh it was not nii ideal one, vrt it « ould not bt* said it wu.s wholly uiia<;eepfal.le. 

Mr. Mon Mohon Chowthiiry .said that lh(^ surplus did not reflect to the credit of 
the Ministry .md that tlie eredit lighily belonged to the Central Guvenimuiit. lie 
appealed in the name of humaniiv t«i devipte more uttuntioii .ind mutiey to the welfare 
of the masses. Keferring tu the'plighi of Suiiamganj people, ho said that place wa;> 
completiily i.s(.lated from the rest «pf il.e woild fur want of pioi«er commuiucalioii. 

Mr. Aputva Kumar (Jhusr appealed to the Ciovemineut for u further r(»duclioii 
of land rd venue. 

Mr. Satyendra Mohan Luhiri said that they had been ignored in the matter ol 
luesentatioii of Budget as ui.su the alluimeiit (pf da>s f*.r their business. As legaid.-* 
the Budget ftsolf, he referred to the sectiuii Gi (2) of the Goviiiuraent of India Act 
and aaid that it would have been inoie pioper, if the expenditure of the charged :uid 
voted items were sliuw'n separately. He eiiticised ibe lioveiiiimuit fur tbe iiicliisioii 
of 5 Mioisteis in the C'abinet and he thought that wuik could be done by 3 Minis* 
te^. As regards the salarv of MintsCeis he said th.ii they should draw a salary 
bunicieut enough to enable* them to live nut in hixuiy, but in comfort and m a 
manner and us sueh he tiiuiight that the Cjugiess i-leil of a maximum of lU. 
500 should be followed. In short, the Ministry sliunld work in a spirit of service and 

sacrillce. 

Hon'blo Saiyed Md. Sir Saadulla. replying on the delate, spoke firr one fionr. 
tCeferring to the objection of seme of the members that iliey had not tiecn lrigt(o*d 
properly and courteously in llic mattei of preseutatiou of the Budget, he siiid that 
33 
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It was Lur fron the intentlpn of Oovernment By way of explanation he said that 
the Connoil was sammoned 12 days later than the Assembly oommenoed in the 
belief that that timei abtpe* bills miaht come out of the Assemblv to be presented 
before the Connell. As regards the auotaeent of more days for the business of the 
House, he assured that he would consider the matter. As regards the Tarious 
suggestions madie by the members in the course of their speeches, he assured the 
House that those would be carefully considered and taken note of for their guidance 
Jn prepafu^h of future Budgets. As regards the objection that the Assam Com- 
pnlMry rrimary Education Act had not been given effect to as yet, he said in 
Assam Primary Education was free but to make it compulsory^ he said a further 
sum of 8 crores of rupees was required which could not be found in the present 
state of finances of the Province. 

The Council was at this stage prorogued. 

October Seuioii— Shillong — 2Skh. to 30kh. October 1937 

Salarxis Bills 

The October Session of the Council commenced at Shillong on the 25tk. October 
1937, under the presidency of Rai Bahadur Monomohon Lahiri, The Speaker’s 
Salary Bill, the Ministers’ Salary Biil, the Court of Wards’ Amendment Bill, the 
Members’ Emoluments Bill and the Members’ fiemoval of Disqualification Bill were 
taken np for consideration. The Members' Removal of Disqualification Bill was 
referrea to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Satyendra Uchan Lahiri contended that the Members* Emoluments Bill was 
not in order as it provided for a salary with a retrospective effect. Rai Sahib Rem 
Chandra Datia and Abdur Rahim Choudhury said that the bill was in order. 

Mr. Satyendra Mohon Lahiri tabled a resolution for bringing the civil courts at 
Shillong under the Calcutta High Court. 

Assam Local Bates Amend. Bill 

29di. OCTOBER The Council passed for consideration to-day the Assam Local 
Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937. which provides for a reduction of the local rates 
levied in the permanently settled areas of Sylhet and Ooalpara. 

Introducing the Bill, Maulvi M. Asaduadin Choudhury aaid that the economic 
condition of the residents of these areas did not justify the imposition of enhanced 
local rates «t the rsfte of two annas and eight pies. Inis high tax occasioned hard- 
ships to both landlords and tenants. If the Government would inquire into the 
number of eitates sold in order to meet arears in local ratos tliey would find out the 
real position. 

Biolouical Studies 

Mr. Sarui Chandra BkaUat^arjee moved that in view of the intention of the 
University of Calcutta to reduce the Uieoretical course of the Medical College by one 

J ear lor those students who had passe<i in biology as an additional sul^oct in their 
. 8c. examination early stops should bo taken to piovide facilities for tho study of 
biology in the Cotton and Murarichand colleges. 

Maulana Abu Nashar M. Wahedy Minister for Education, said in reply that he 
had alreai^ asked the Director of Pub lic Instruction to prepare a scheme on this 
subject. Classes would be started as soon as funds were available. 

^ Other Non-Official Resolutions 

Rai Bahib Hem Chandia Dutt moved a resolution recommending the restoratioD 
of the 10 per cent cut in the provincial grants to the different municipalities and 
town committees, because they were in need of funds for improving sanitatioD 
and watar supply. 

Sir Muhammad Saadulla, the Premier, gave an assurance that tlio cuts would be 
restored whan funds were available. 

Mr. Satyendim Mohan Lahiri s resolution recommending that steps be taken to 
bring the Britiah Civil Courts of Shillong under the jurisdiction of a High Court 
was accepted by the Premier with lesei vation. 

The Premier also accepted aaother resolution by the same member recommending 
OoTammant that airiy steps be taken to hriag the criminal oourta in the partially 
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eidadad wmb in issam^the Qaro Hills, the Hikir Bills aod the British 
pofftioii ol the Khasi and Jaintia Hill districts (other than the Shillong mnnicipality 
and joantonment) under the jarisdiction of the High Coartof Caloutta. 

Municipal AgENdMENi Bill 

27lh. OCTOBER Tsro important municipal amendment Bills, the aiming at a 
redaction of a tas on unoooapiod houses and the other to allow of women beoom- 
ing mnnioipal commissioners, were introduced in the Council to«day. 

Mr. Skiresh Chandra Das moved a Municipal Amendment Bill urging abolition of 
the holding of the tax on unoccupied houses in Municipal areas. 

Rai Saheb Hem Chandra Dutt moved another resolution to amend the Municipal 
Aot with a view to enable women to become Municipal commissioners. 

Kon-Offioial Resolittions 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhatiaeharya withdrew his resolution urging introduction of 
Compulsory Primary Education in at least one police station in each sub-division in 
Assam after the Chief Minister and the Elucation Minister had pleaded inability of 
the Government to adopt the measure in view of financial stringency. 

28lh. OCTOBER :~Mr. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri moved a resolution to-day for 
the deprovinoialisation of Government High Schools so as to sot free money for aided 
high schools. The resolution was lost by 9 to 8 votes. 

Another resolution moved bv Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhatiaeharya to remove the 
Bhillong Cantonment to a suitabfo distance to provide accommodation for tho steadily 
growing civil population was lost, the Chief Minister opposing it. 

Assam Local Rates Amend. Bill 

2Mi. OCTOBER:— The Assam Local Ratos (Amendment) Bill of 1037, moved by 
Mamivi Md, Asaduidin Chaudhury and the Assam Municipal (Removal of Female 
IneUgihility) Amendment Bill of 1937, brought by Rai Hahib Hem Chandra Dutt 
were peeaed to-day. 

The former Bill enforces tho local rales at one anna and four pios in the rupee 
in Sylhet and Ooalpara, and the latter euablos women to become munioipal oom- 
misBionera. 

An amendment moved by Rai Sahib Sonadhar Das Senapati to make (he looal 
ratea one anna and eight pies, aud the amendment moved by Rai Bahadur Heramba- 
proaad to make the local rates one ancm and six pies, were not moved. 

The Government, who had pressed for higher rates when the Bill was Orst in- 
troduced, also did not move any amendment, and the Local Rates Bill was passed 
withont opposition. 


Salaries Bills Passed 

30ifc. OCTOBER The Council passed to-day tho Assam Speaker's Bill, the 
Oepoty Speaker's Salary Bill, the Assam Ministers' Salary Bill, the Assam President's 
Bslarj BiiL the Assam Deputy President's Salary Bill and the Assam Court of Wards 
Bin in the same form as passed by the Lower House. 

Mr. Surask Chandra Das's amendment to reduce the Chief Minister's salary from 
Ra. 2500 to Rs. 2000 and that of other Ministers from Rs. 1500 to Rg. 1300 were 
negatived. 

Riu Bahadur fferamba Prasad Barua's amondmeat reducing the salary of the 
asahers of both Houses from Rs. 100 a month to one rupee a year was carried by 
to 6. thus revisiog the Bill originally pas.sed by the I^wer Housm. 

Xbn daily halting allowance was raised f rom Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 and the travelling 
Mkmranoe to rates admissible to first grade oflicers. The Council was prorogued. 



The C. P. & Berar legislative Assembly 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


Spettk$r THE Hoh. Mr. Ghana- 
SHYAM Singh Gupta 
Z 7y. Sp§aker MR AnUSUYABAI Kala 
The Hon. Dr. Narayan Bhaskar 
KhaRE { MinisUr ) 

Mr. L. N. Hardas 

Chaturbhujbhai Jasani 
„ Khushalchand Ghasiram 
Khajanchi 

Narmada Prasad Mishra 
„ Mr. Keshaorao Ramchandra- 

RAO KHANDEKAR 

Dr. Jagannath Ganpatrao 
Mr. Pyarblal Singh 
„ Samahajxrao V. Gokhalk 
The HON. Mr. P.B. GOLE ( Alini & Ur ) 
Mr. Bajrang Theksdar ; 

„ SlTARAM LAXMAN PATIL ! 

BHIKULAL LAXMICHANU I 

Chandak 
, A. N, Udhoji 
„ T. J Kedar 
„ PUKHRAJ KOCHAR 

DaSHRATH LAXMAN PATIL 

» R. S. Dube 

„ D. B. Khobergade I 

„ NiLKANTII YADAORAO DEOTALE I 
„ Dharamrao Bhujangrao 
„ Seth Dipchand Lakshmichand 
„ BIHARIAL DEORAO PATEL 
„ Gulab Chand Choudhary 
,1 G. R. JAMBHOLKAR 
, Pradhakar D Jatar 
The Hon. Mr. Durgashnkar Kki- 
pashankar Mehta { Muiistcr ) 

The Hon. Pandit Dwarka 
Prasad Misra {. MinisUr ) 

Mr. Matua Ghaitu Mehra 
„ Kashi Prasad Pande 
„ N. Hanumantha Rao 
„ JALAM MOTI 

^ Vasudeorao Venk.xtrao 

Subhedar I 

M Premshankar Laxmishankak I 

Dhacat ' 

„ Bh.xgirath Rakhan Chau- ; 

DIIARI 

Mahendralal 
„ Lalchoodaman Saii 
La LA Arjun Singh 
Mr. Uattatraya Bhik.xji Naik 
„ SllANKERLAL CHAUDHURI 
M Ramkshwar Agnidhoj 


Mr. Bhagwantrao Anna Bhow 
Mandloi 

n M. R. MAJUMDAR 
Anantram 

Mahant Purandas Suddin 
Satnami 

Mahant LaxminaRayandas 
Bairagi 

The Hon. Pandit Ravi Shanker 
ShUKLA { JMinUUr ) 

Mahant Naindas Rajaram 
Satnami 

Mr. Jamnalal Tbjmal Chopda 
Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao 

Mr. SUKRITDAS 
,, Ramgopal Tiwari 
Muktawandas Ajabdas 
Sardar Amarsingh Baijnath- 

SIKH SAIGAL 

Tahkur Cheddilal 
Mr. Bahorik Leowa Rabidas 
M. L. Bakliwal 
„ Posu Satnami 
„ Vishvanathrao Yadaorao 
Tamaskar 
Mr. Kanhaiyalal 
Seth Badrinarain Aoarwal 
M r. ganpatrao Pande 
„ Raghoba Gambhira Ghodi- 

CHORB 

„ V. M. Jakatdab 
„ Suganchandra Chunilal 
R. a. Deshmukh 
,, Ganeshrao Ramchandra 
Deshmukh 

Laxman Narayan Nathb 
Ganbsh Ak.vji Gavai 
M Mr. Bhimsing Govindsingh 
H Keshao Januji 
Umbdsing Narayansingh 
Thakur 

M VlTHALRAO N.\RAVANRA0 

Jamadar 

„ Rao Sahib Dinkarrao Duar- 
rao Raiurkar 
„ Bhimrao Hanmantrao 
Jatkar 

„ Daolat Kisan Bhagat 
.. Narayan Balaji Bobdf 
M. P. Kolhe 

,, Pandhari Sitabam Patil 
,, Laxman Sura wan Bhatkab 
M Tukaeam Shankar Patil 



hm or MEMBfiR8 w 


Mr. Kbishitabao Gavpatbao 

DesHMun 

Khan Sahib Sveb Muzapfab 

UUBAIB 

Mr. Mobavmao MoiitsBuii Haq 
Tiir KojT. Mb, Mohammad Yusuf 
Sh a reef ( JUiMister) 

KfuN Sahib Sykd Yasin 
M». Abdul Uazak Kuan 
fFrlKIIAB Au 

M Majiduddin Ahmad 
Khan Hahadub Syed Hifazay Au 
Mi;. 8. W. A. Rizvi 
„ MoiiiunniN Khan 
II lDAYAT Au 

Khan Haiiaiici: Miuza Rahman 
IlKii 

Mu. Syed Audui. U.iitf Shah 
Khan Sahib Abdul Rahman Khan 


Mbs. Anasuyabai Kalb 
n SUBI^ADBA KUMARI GHOURAN 

•, Dubgabai .Ioshi 
Thb Ukyd. G. C. K<hiers 
Mb. LH. RABTLErr 
^ Udbbhan Shah 
« Ghh.\gani.al Jaidbo Tbasad 
Bharuka 

Seth Oopaldas Bulakhidas 
Mohota 

BkOIIAR RAJBNDRA SiNllA 

Mr. Madhav (ianhadhau 

ClIITNAVIH 

The Hon. Mr. U. M. nKsiiMUKii 

( Minister) 

Mu. (f\NPATf SaOASIHV PahE 
V V. R. Kalappa 
Mr K G. Khapakde 


Proceedings of the Assembly 

N«gpar-.SOth. A 3 Itt. Jaljr 1937 

TIiiM'o wsh considertblo obstmctkm from tiiu viKiturs' gsitorioK when tlip C. IV 
and Berar li<*gi8lstiro Assonbly held Us first moctiug under tbo New Constitution nt 
Nagpur ou tlio SOIb. J«lf 1997. 

The mooting began with the osaal CtoNress cercmoniii) with CongrcKs merahors 
walking in procesinon to the Assembly Chsmbor from the Pietniet’s house, aouom- 
paiiiod by Urge crowds. 

Having HmiI a fl;ig hoisting ceremony ontsido they then uuterud tlio Hall where 
paekod and excited noliories awaited the start of tli • s.v Mriii ' in ceremony. 

There were liostiTe deiaonstratioas from the galleries when the former interim 
Ministers took the oaths and Mr. 8. W. A. Risvi hml to seek the protection of the 
chair (ocoupled tomnorarily by Khnn Bahadur .s'yo'f Hifuzat Alt.) 

Dr. Kkaiv, the Promior, oppealed to the gallerios to maintain order bnt shisiitfDg 
I'fintinued and the President men wsrned the visitors tlist he would have the galie* 
lies cleared. Thereafter quite prevaile«i and tho lionso adjourned. 

3lsL JULY:<-Tke Assembly disonased to-day an adjournment motion nlloging that 
Government ofReors had nndaly iniloeoectl an oloutioii ; the resolntion was withdrawn 
after the Premier (Dr. AT. B» Khara) had made a statement on his Government's 
policy regarding the subject under debate. 

Mr. OhaaaMhy'tm Singh Ompta^ tho Congress nominee, was eloctiH Sfieaker with 
7S votes, while his rival, the Rev. O. C. liagen secured 20 votei. Mrs Ant$$uyaba% 
Kale (Congress), the only nominee, was elected Deputy Speaker. 

Rimoyal Or DisQUAuncATioN BRl 

The Huttse thou Cook into oonsideratioii Mr. JM. K. Shareef^e G. P. and Berar 
OflicuH of Profit (Removal of Disqualifications) Bill of 1037. He said that the lUII 
intended that a person should not be disqiialifie<l for being cheostin as, and for being 
a member of the Assembly by reason only of the fact that he held certain offices of 
profit under the Crown. It, however, made an exception thni a |»ersou who was an 
employee of a State Railway should bo disqualified to filj a seat other than a liilbour 
^at in the said Assembly. The Mini ster accepted certain ameiidments in the list of 
offieea,and the Bill was passed intd. law without a division. The lluiiso then 
idjouratod aim die. 
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Budget SeMion— Negpur— lOlh. to 22iid* September 1937 

Fikanctal Statement for 1937*38 

The Budget scskioii of the Assembly commenced on the lOtk. SepteaAer I 937 
The Budget for 1937-38 was presented to the Assembly by Mr. K, D. Mehta 
Finance Minister, ft showed a small revenue surplus of Rs. 31,000, the estimaH 
revenue being Rs. 474.84 lakhs, and the expenditure charged to revenue Rs. 474 .V) 
lakhs. 

Presenting the Budget the Finance Minister said : "Exelndiiig the transactions of 
the Famine Relief Fund and the Public Debt, the not result of the debt, deposit, au.i 
capital lieads is a debit of Bs. 56.51 lakhs, of whiuh Its. 45.80 lakhs is for repaymont 
of last year's short-term loan from the (tovernmeut of India. This will be covor&i 
by the permanent loan of Rs. 50 lakhs raised during the year, the balance being mot 
by temporary borrowing. 

*^()n the receipt side the land revotiiio istimatos allow for the Urge Suspunsioris 
and remissions that have heeii granted in respect of the last ruhi season owing to 
damage by untimely rain and oilier calanaities. Some allowanoo has also been male 
for the possibility of trollcctions in the next kharif season being afTectod by any 
abatements nr reductions in lanl reveutio that may be made in pursuance of tliM 
Cfovernment's intention to give relief in that form wherever detailed examination 
shows this to be justified.” 

Outlining the policy of the Oovornmoiit, Mr. Mehta saiil that a retrenchment com- 
mittee would he appointed to ofToet drastic economy in the cost of administration. 
I'lio question of separation of judiciary from executive, the possibility of a reduction 
ill scales of pay of subordinate .sorviciis, overhaul of ailmiuistration and local bodies 
with a view to making thorn more ufilciLMit and jail reform, were all under considera- 
tion of the (lovernmont. The Oovoriimcnt was likely to undertake a commercial sur- 
vey of forests which would indicate possibilities of starting new industries. Thpy 
were also considoiing the problem of agricultural improvement and the proposals for 
the reduction of grazing dues, and irrigation ratoa were being examined. The Gov* 
ernroent would also take up shortly the problem of water supply and communica- 
tions in rural areas, and Mr. Mehta hope«l that next year's budget would show the 
fruits of their efforts. 

He referred to the policy of prohibition and announced that, a.s the first slop, 
they had tlecided to slop liquor sales in Hanger ilistrict and Narsingpur subdivision, 
Hiul also intended to discontume sales in Akot taluk in Borar. The (iovornment had 
also decided to introduce proliihitioii in select imliistrial areas and curry on tern- 
poraucu propaganda all over 1 he province. The anticipated loss to the general revenues 
from excise source of Ks. 33 lakhs spread over a peri<>d of years and during this 
period it wouM he employed in rinaucitig schemes of rural development and village 
uplift. Uofiu'i'ing to the question of immediate relief to the peasantry, ho said that 
they w'ould exatninu the position and adopt all possible ameliorative measures. Ho 
concluded that the budget next year would demand sacrilicos from all sections of tho 
community, except the poorest and hoped that none would be found waiting. 

Beforo the Finance Minister had presented the Budget Mr. O. S. Page (Unity 
Party) sought leave to move an adjournroeut motion to discuss the non-inclusion of 
a harijan in the Ministry, in view of the fact that harijan meinbei's numbored 30 in 
the House and represented an iiillueiitial minority. The Hpeaker disallow^i the 
motion statiiq; that the matter w'as not urgent and could have boon discussed in the 
Isst session. 

Official Bills 

The C. P. and Borar Lcgislativo Assembly Committoo Summons Enforcement Rill 
and another the I'ulicu Act Amendment Bill authorizing tlio Provincial Oovernmeot 
to appoint honorary police officers to deal with certain types of ofTences wore passed 
by tiie House. 

Salaries Bills 

Tho Premier^ Dr. Kharo introduced tho Bill providing for salaries and allowances 
of Ministers, tho Speaker, tho Deputy Speaker, the Parliamentary Secretaries and 
tho Members. Amendments reducing allowances to Ministers moved by non-Coo^ess 
Members wore rejected without division. The House voted the salaries of the 
Speaker, De|)uty Speaker and Parliamentary Beoretaries. The salary for membera 
was under disoussion wbon the House adjourned. 
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VOflNQ ON fiUDOSI DEMANDS K5 

QtiniiL Disousaioif or BuDon 

lllli. SEPTEMBU tr^The Aasembly devoted the whole day to the general diaones* 
sion of the Budget. Rio Saheb U. ¥, Bajurkar^ Leader of the Opposition, opening the 
debate, oomplained that the budget did not treat the claims of Berar for revenue ex* 
penditure aa enjoined by the Government of India Act, and said that he was com* 
palled to appeal to the Governor to look into the matter as one of Hie Excellency's 
special responsibilities. 

Mr. Abdul Raxak Khan felt that the budget did not bear “the Congress stamp." 
Mr. Maiodas, a Congress Barijan member from Bilaspur, recalled the Congress elec- 
tion pledges regarding reduction of land revenue, aud in case no relief was 
forthcoming, he and his six Harijan colleagues would resign from the party. 

Mr. Beohar Rajendra Singh said that the Congress Ministry had little time to 
scrutinize the budget in detail, and had no doubt that tho Ministry would devoto 
its first attention for improving the condition of the masses. llio Rev. G. C. 
Rogers advocated great caution regarding iirohibition policy. 

^he Finance Minister, Mr. D. K. Mehta, retdying to the criticisms, appealed to 
all sections of the House to co-operate with the Ministry. The granting of consider- 
able relief to ryots would, ho stated, entail exploration of fresh avenues of income. 
He assured the House that the Congress Ministry would try to KMiecm their election 
pledge by giving immediate relief to the .smaller peasantry. Referring to tho com- 
plaint of unfair treatment of Berar, Mr. Mehta asked tho Opposition not to i mUarrass 
the Government at the outset. 


VOTI.VO ON BUDftET DeMW'D 

13tk. SEPTEMBER Voting on Budget Demands commencod to-day. llio first 
divisions was taken when Mr. G. 8. Page (Nagpur labour) pressed a token cut 
under '^land revenue." It resulted in a victory for the Government, ;:5 voting for 
Mr. Pago's motion and 08 against it. Mr. Pago sought to express the desire of tho 
Assembly that the Government should reduce tents of holdings hy 20 per cent. 

Mr. F. B. Gole, Rovenuu Minister, made the following statement regarding the 
revenue policy of the Cabinet : “In consultation with my colleagues I have decided 
to give reduction in the land revenue at a Hat rate throughout tho province. In 
pursuance of the present Ministry's policy small holdings would be given immediate 
relief. We will decide what should be treated as small holdings in each tract, and 
the flat rate to be given. The relief now given will not be withdrawn, but the ques- 
tion would be considered in all its bearings with a view to seeing if further relief 
should or should not be given to bring about an equitable adjustment throughout 
the province." 

14th. SEPTEMBER :~Th« excise policy of the (ioveroment was diKcussod at 
length in tho As.sembly to-day. Bcveral cut motions on the excise grants were moved, 
but later withdrawn. Mr. Abdul Itazaque, Deputy l/'aloi of lliu ludopondeut parly, 
sought elucidation of the <ioveromout's prohibition policy by moans of a cut motion. 

Mr. D. K. Mehta, Finance Minister, stated that it was wrong to say that the Oov- 
erument prestigu in the market did not stand higli. Hu though I that there was some 
misunderstand iug with lugard to the reciMit C. P. Loan, being under-subscribed. It 
was agreed when the loan was isstied, tiiat loans of ail Goverumouts should open 
and close at the same time aud tliat such of the loans that wore under-subscribed would 
be made good from those over-subscribed. The ioan.s wero closed after two hours 
of their opening. As some of these were over-subscribed and when it was found that 
the C. P. Loan applications did not come up to lakhs, a portion of the liadrus 

loan was allotted to this province. He had no doubt that it would have been fully 
subscribed had tho subscription list been kept open for a !oUf;ei time. 

With regard to the fears expressed by the mover that piiisuancu of this policy 
might lead to itoaocial crisis, Mr. Mehta said that hi.s Govcrnuiont stood for balaneeil 
• budgets, and fears were grouiidles.H. lie also said that theru was equally no founda- 
tion for the belief that prohibition was being adopted all at once. Tho policy was 
being pursued by stages and tho Govoromeut hoped to maku the province dry in 
three years. 


IStb. SEPTEMBER A cut motion to raise a debate over rates of couit-fee, 
proceas fee and registration fee of money lendere was thrown V House by 71 
votes to 31. A simlar cat motion was defeated 31 voting for and b9 againai it 
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llr. T. If. Saretif, Law Miuiater, refrying, dialed that tho piosent Qovernmeut 
wag not rospoosiblo for tliu court oo process fees oow in force. 

. The demand uudor excise and stamps were«?oted, and tho grants uudoi forests 
were under consideration when the Houses rose for the day. 

Iflh. SEPTEMBER Til o Assombiy uassod the Forests and Registration demands 
to-day and the demand under the head irrigation was under discussion when lliv 
Horn adjoiirueil. Tiiu Finance lliiiistor, Mr. D. K. Mehta, who on the previous day 
had given tile impression of speaking in a '^bureaucratic vein'’ placated hi.s part> 
members by assuring tliat every grievance brought to his notice would bo exurninetf, 
lie announced that the iioveiumeut ‘would undertake a commercial .survey of thu 
forests. 

17lh. SEPTEMBER :^T)ie demands under irrigation and public works were voted 
by the Assembly to-day, all cut motions being withdrawn. 

Mr. Thakur Ciiedilal moved a token cut under general administration, urging that 
all Govoroment servants who put in 25 years* service, should be retired with a 
view to relieving unemployment. The Premier, Dr. Khare said that tho question 
was under examination. The Congress Ministry, lie said, favoured economy. 

Dy another cat motion Rao'Baheb D. V. Rajnrker urged (lovernmeut to iinfiOM) 
a graded salary out in the emoluments paid to Guvornment servants pointing out 
that in Madras tho Gongross Ministry had already imposed reductions. 

'Dr. Khare expressed himself in agreement with the priucipio undcMlyiug the 
motion, but said it was a mistake to say that Madias had already imposed a grade*! 
cut. Tiie local Government would strongly urge the Central Government to agiiM 
to tho impositioB of such cuts. The matter was at presout before the Secretary of 
State. The out motion was withdrawn. 


18th. SEPTEMBER ^There can be no two opinions as to the attitude Govern- 
ment servants should adoet in desling with the public and, as pointed out ly tin* 
Clokernor of the United Provinces in a recent speech, that attitude should bo ouo 
bl carrying out the orders and policy of the Government of the dav loyally, aD<l 1 
h<m that Qoverumont servants in the 0. P. and Bcrar will loyally carry out the 
pbnoy of the present Ooveramont.**'^Thi8 statement was made by Dr. Khare, Pre- 
fllisr, hi course of a reply to a token cut brought by a Congross member when a 
dilMnd under goneraJ administration was under discussion. During di8ou.sHion 
iiiveril Congress members made certain allegations regarding the attitude of policu 
eiloials at several places during the last general elections. Proceeding Dr. Khare 
said that there was no material at his disposal to enable him to verify the accuracy 
or the exaggerated character of the alieations but if KpeciSc complaints were 
hrooght to his notice they would be inquiredf into, ile addinl that instructions h|il 
been issued to Governmont servants that they should keop themselves strictly aloof 
from party polities and should be polite and courteous to the public. 

After diseussioQ the uut motion was withdrawn. The need for the almlitiou of 
tho poata of commissioners was raised by another member. Mr. D. K. Mehta, 
Binanco Minister, ntated that the views of the House would be oouveyod to tho 
Slorotury of Btate. 

20lh. SEPTEMBER The whole of tho provincial Budget was passed to-day 
by the Assembly. The guillotine was aupliod when the demand under Administration 
of justice was under diseussion, and all subsequent demands, numbering 20, were 
paaaed without discussion. , 

,'By another out motion Mr. C. J. Bharukba (Congross) urged that tho Advocate- 
GiUeral should be paid |to. 500 a mouth. Ou an aasurauee by Mr . Bliareef that the 
lOMtlioD would bo examined by him in consultation with utlior members of the 
Ohhiiiet and then submitted to the Governor for decision, the cut motion was 
withdrawn. 

SaLaniss Biix 

Hat SEPTEMBER .‘—When the Assembly met to-day the first part of the day 
was spent in discussing the I^yment of Salaries Bill. After fifty minutes* discussion 
the Bill autheriaiug the payments of salaries to Ministers, the Speaker, the Deputy 
Bpeaher, the I’Stliamentary Secretaries and jfthars was passed. 
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21it SSPTEMW I-Lively deb^ eosaed to-day when tha Hoa’ble Dr. N. B. 
ATA are, Primo Minister, moved the offloial resolution on Oonstitiient Aatembif. The 
Prime Minister traced at len^h the constitutional development of the ooantrj to show 
how the demand formulated in the resolution was a logioal sequel. In a thirty 
minutes* speech Dr. Khare made it clear that ftnancial, eoonomioa and political evolu- 
tions of the country were inter-dependent He said that the Oongress deoumded 
that the present constitutiou should be forthwith repealed as inadequate and insulting 
to tho dignity of India. 

Immediately had tho Prime Minister nnislied, Dr. Ragkavmdra Rao rose to 
oppose the motion. Hu regretted that the speech of the Prime Minister was full of 
inacenrauies. Tiio Prim*^ Minister hud also omitted from the resolution tho essential 
ingreditMit from the Working Committt‘e*s approved draft. Whatever one might say 
about the inadequacy of tho coustitution, there had been groat changes in the poli- 
tiral situation. As a result of these constitutional changes tho gravity of political 
power had been shifted to Provinces. The Prime Ministers had now occupied the 
place hitherto occupied by Governors. Proceeding, he said that the federation of the 
people of provinces and of Indian States was an ideal worthy of any aacrifloe and 
worthy of collaboration of Indians and Dritous. The Constituent Assembly pre- 
supposed a high degree of iiomogimeity and unity of purpose. Such an experiment 
had never been tried in the sub-continent, possessing such a diversity ^>1 races and 
interests. lie asked what guarantee would there be that if tho Constituent Assembly 
was convoked on the basis of adult franchise for the determination of India’s future 
constitution, tho Coinmiiiiist party in India would not get hold of the machinery and 
oust those who were now clamouring for the Constituent Assembly on peaceful and 
non- violent lines. 

Mr. 7*. J. Kcdar (Congress) sliowered invectives on Dr. Rao. He wondered how 
Dr. Rao could praise the present ftovernment of India Act when the whole country 
condemned it. He asked them to follow the oxamplo of Ireland which had ahaped 
its own constitution. They were, by bringing this resolution, following in the foot- 
steps of the country which (ought for a constitution after its liking and ulUoiatoly 
got it. Keferriug to the fear of Dr. Kao of the capture of the Oongress by Oom- 
munists, Mr. Kedar declared (hat he had not come across a single Communist in 
India who was imbued with violent ideas. They were not dangerous people as Dr. 
Rao thouglit them to be. To consider Ahu Communist os a terrorist was nothing 
but a flight of imagination. They never wanted Federation and he asked Dr. Kao to 
preach his gospul in Indian Srates. Assumption of office (»y the Congress did not 
mean surrender of (lie national demand. On tho contrary, tuo Oongress was out to 
slisko olT the shakles ut ISritish Imperialism. 

Hoii'hle Mr. Mishra said that Mr. ICugliavendra Rao in course of hts speech had 
tried to have a dig at the Congress at every stage, lie referied Mr. Kao to t tpteoh 
clelivereil liv him iu lilvl in wtiicli Mr. Rao had said tlist the link betwoen India 
and Kuglaiid was an aitilicial one and be was surprised to notice that one who was 
a sharp critic of I'roveiumeut in those days had turned into a defender of the 
firitisli policy. 

Mr. Uulabchniid Choudhuri (Congress) supporting Dr. Share's resolution said that 
tho iloveiiiinent of India Act did not aim at giving Hwaraj to India hut juaruljr 
made a provision foi tlio Oiiverninent India. It was, therefore, idle to hone anything 
tangible from the sciium** nutliiied therein. Only a Coiistitiiuut Assembly could not 
draw up a Coustiiutioii that wuiiid satisfy the aspirations of India. The Congress, 
he iutded, had accepted office not fur working the Act hut to prevent self-ssekera 
and other undesirable peopto from usurping |>owiT. 

Mr. PaHtihari Patii (Non-HraUmin) led an ironical attack OQ the Oongress by 
saying that the exclusion of a Uarijau member from tho Cabinet bad roused suspi- 
cions in the minds of people aliout its bonaddes vis-a-vis the poor and IIHtorato 
people who constituted aa important minority coromuaity in the provinoe. He waa 
afraid that the (^nsiiiiieut Assembly would result is concentrating power in tbe 
hands of the rich and would be a signal lor the spread of Bolshevism. 

Mrs. Ananugabai Kale refuted the ailegation of Mr. Tatil by pointing out that 
the Congress had all along advocated adult franchise which gave power to the poor- 
est of the poor. The Congress also favoured die imp sition of death duties— a 
suggeatien which it would have never made had it favoured the rich as alleged. 

Mr. Bikhulal Chaudak also snpperted the resolution while Mr. Ghodichor Dsshrath 

33 
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Pali! topportad Mr. Harda*! amendment Mr. Agnibhoj supported the Congress 
feeohitioa. Khan Sabeb Mnsaftar Hnssain aNeged that the minoritiee were afraid of 
the OoQgresa beeanse of the Congress l^p sympathy to democracy which was not 
found in actnal practice. It was also not free from the Hindu Sabha inflaence. 
It was not proper for those who accepted office to say that their action did not 
amoont to sarreoder of the nadonal aemand. Congressmen during their term of 
office so far had not giyen any proof that they were wrecking or attempting to 
wreck the new Constitution. 

22iift SPTEilBER The Assembly session, came to a close to-day after it 
had adopted the resolution on the Oovernment of India Act 1935, and the 
Constituent Assembly demand. The first part of the resolution communicating to 
the Oovernment of India the emphatical opinion of the Assembly that the Act 
abould be replaced at the earliest possible date by a constitution in consonance with 
the aspirations of the people of India was unanimously adopted, while the latter 
part, viz., ‘‘as expressed in the resolutions of the Indian National Congress'* and 
*that assumption of office by the Ministers should ky no means be understood as a 
surrender of the National Demand for a Constitution to be shaped by representa- 
tives of the people of India duly snmmoned to a Constitnent Assembly convened 
for the pnrpoae^ was adopted without a division. 

The three amendments to the resolution were lost by an overwhelming majoiit\ 
of votes. The House then adjourned aine die. 

Winter Seteion-'Nncpar — 7th to 16th Dncemher 1937 

Thx Prohibition Bill 

Reference of the Central Provinces and Berar Prohibition P«ill to a Stiio t 
Committee and a **viotory*’ for the Opposition in the debate on the Berar l.au I 
Land Revenue Amendment Bill marked the first day's proceeding's of thv^ Assembly s 

winter sesaion which began on the 7th. Deeember. 

^ Moving that the Prohibition Bill he referred to a select committee Mr. P. B. Qol , 
Minister for Excise claimed that the measure had public support to an extent nevei 
before extended to any other. Replyfog to those who doubted the wisdom of prohibition, 
the Minister said that illicit distilJaUon had thrived in the past b<;causo of thi‘ 
publie's apathy but here, as elsewhere in India, there was great social, religious ami 
traditional diaapproval of the drink habit and this sentiment against liquor could 
marshalled through systematic propaganda. Oovernment proposed to appoint a numbiu 
of anti-drink committees in selected areas in addition to a provincial committee. 
As regards the financial meet of tho problem the .Minister said they must b*' 
prepared m faoo a loss. He asked the House to remember that the objec t of taxatiun 
was to spraid the proceeds on the betterment of taxpayers. What better object 
could they spend ou it than the improvement of the living condition of the poorci 
sections of the commuuity who constituted the majority of those given to drink 
The Oovernment were detei mined to sufTcr any loss involved and would find the 
money either by retrenchment or by devising measures of taxation that would not 
affect the poorer classes of the community. Iht^ Minister pointed out that it would 
be unwise to be hasty in the cstallisbmoiit of pioliihition. They had fjist to have a 
clear idea of the difficulties involved. Ibeir dfeision was irrevokahle and they 
could not risk failure by haste. The experience they wuuld gain by introduein^^ 
prohibition* in the areas now selected would give them " confidence for extending the 
movement in the next two or three years. 

Khandwx OiN.NiNo Tax VAuniTr Bill 

Pandit JD. P. Uisra^ Minister for Local Self-Government moved that the Khaiidwa 
^ Oiuniog and Pressing Tax Validating Bill, occasioned by the recent ruling of tht« 
Privv Oounoil that the municipal committee of Khandwa when it imposed the tax 
m 1922 had not gone through all the necessary legal formalities, be referred to a 
select committee with instructions to report by December 15. The motion wa^ 
carried. 

Bxrar Land Rxvxnvb Amend. Bul 

The Opposition scored a virtual victory over the Government when the Berar 
Iduid Revenue Anendaient Bill was taken up lor ditcusaioo. 
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omoiAL k HoN-omau. bills 


9se 


, origiMlly moved that the Bill be referred to a Mtevt ooamittM 

ter members that the Bill sought to expropriate the c«ltiva> 

to _Md confer wide and unwmjmted powers on the tiovoroment lead to the 
^ eeing to circulate the Bill for CHciting public opiuion. 

•J .i? l*o»'ef to appropriate land which is out- 

side the marcrn of profitable cultivation and has been alMntlaoed by the oultivator. 

Messrs i>. ji. khapanle. M. M. Huq, Pandhari Patil, fChan Uahaiiur Mii'za 
Kabamu iM'g. Kao ttajwh Kajiirkcr and others contended that tbo Bill would lead 
to the uisvlacement of ihoitsauds of tenants. 

.L ’*’*''* •''** llui OpiHtsition had misintorprsM the object of 

‘■■•vcnimcni was not Uin on enteriug on the laud. 'Tlie object 
of iho bill Wits t'» sou that no cultivablu Uiitl lay waste. Ilo would bo proparM to 
extend the pent i-i of its ab<iii<l<tnintMtt by a culiivatur fioin three voai'S to llvo iu 
order to aiiuy the fears t»f the Uppositioii. The Ifouiio then adjournod/ 

O. P. Ivniix Contract Act Ambnd. Hill 


Stk: DECEMBER : -In tlio .\sseinhly to-da\% tho lion. Mr. Sharcefy Miniater for 
[jaw, lutroduood the t/. P. and ber«u: Indtan Coutraot aVct Amendmont bill for oni- 
powering civil ci)uit.s to set aside uliamportous agroemeots betwoen nominal ptaintiffs 
and maiutainers upon such terms and conditions as the courts deem fit to impoeo. 

The statement of objects and reasons of tho Bill refers to the recornttieadations 
of tho Civil dastiee Committee which inter alia recommondod that th\;' IndUm Con- 
tract Act .should ho amended on the lines of the provision obtainiog in English Law. 

u moving thiit Hie Bill be referred to :i Sele« t ('ommittee tho Minister referred 
to the evils arising out of puisons who gave einfuuragemont to or assist^ one of 
the parties to a .suit or proceeding without having auy intorest thoreiii or any motive 
recogoi.soU by l.iw as justifying their interfurencu and pointed out that it was against 
public policy to encourage such litigation. 

Mr Ab»ltd limaqttAi Khan^ Deputy Loader of the Opposition, atroagly oppoMd the 
provisions of the niil and couteiided that the majority of tho provinces and legal 
auUiorities were opfiosed to the re<jommen lations of tho Civil Justice Gommittee 
being taken up piecemea!. ,vi also this particular recommendation He added that 
the conditions in India diffured widuly from tiiose in England and tho Bill was un- 
warranted. Hu moved that the Bill bo circulated for uliciting iiublic opinion thereon. 
Mr« Itazaque's inution was thrown out without a division ana tho Uoveroment motion 
for referring the Bill to a Bolect Committeo was cariiihl. The House then adjourned. 


Non-Okwci.4L Bills 


9tk. DECEMBER The A.HScmhly devoted to-day's entire sitting to a disuossion 
on 31 non-official biU.s. Twenty-nine of tlie.sr .vuro circulated for eliciting public 
opinion and one was passed into law. 

The first Bill to be introduced was lti> t»f Mr. M. Q. ('hitnans, roprescuting the 
C. P. Bouth Landholders’ Constituency, stoking to pnivenl tho slaughter of milch 
cattle, especially cows. When this Bill was imroduced^ some membors of tho 
Ministorial Party cried *^ 00 '* to the nno.-blion of the spi>akur. . 

Mr. y. R. italappa introduced nis C. P. and Bciai raymout of Haiaries Amend- 
ment Bill, providing a house and motor allowance t>t the Speaker. The Bill was 
pussed into law. The Speaker's allowanci’S will Ih* on a par with those of Ministers. 

A number of Congress Party members tabled Biil^ Hfitrting the rights of tonanU 
and malguzars and suggesting changes in the tenancy .sy stem. OtliorH tabled Bills 
seekings to remove the social disabilities of liaiijaiiN and fronfeiTiug on them the 
right to use all public places. 

Mr. Kalappa also iutroduced tho Nagpur House Beut Bill, seirking to regulate the 
rents of houses in Nagpur. 

Another interesting Bill was that tabled by Syed Rouf Skah^ autberising* the 
Deputy C^missioners to i.ssue permits without payment of licence fee to Bbikarew 
to shoot man-eating tigers, pantners, lo^ards in areas infested by such aniomls, 
notwithstanding tho provisions of tho C. P- Uamo Act. The statement of objects and 
reasooa of tho Bill says chat one haman life is more valoablu and Important than 
any amount of money that might be recovered in tho form of licence feet for shoot- 
ing. The proposed provision in the G. P- Oamo Bill is necessary to expedite the 
deatruotion of man-eaters. The House then adjourned. 

NoR-OmaAL Kesolviioss 

ISik. DSCEMBEK The Assembly disenssed 5 noo-oIRcial resolntions demandlBg 
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the ioeGttttiea of an enquiry into tlio caasos of the oornmanal disturbances ic 
Jubbulpore duriag the .Dasara festival. 

Cengreas members, sup^rting it, arged the Government thoronghly to Investi. 

S te the oaws of the riots and to take steps in order to prevent a recurrenue io 
tare bat Muslim members thought that no useful purpose would be served at this 
sCsM by aa enquiry of the nature pro^sod. 

^e Premier, the hon. Dr. N. B. Kkaro, speakiqg on the motion, stated that the 
Government would accept the motion if he, along with the Minister in charge of Lav 
and Order, were asked to make an enquiry into the dkturbances. The House assent- 
ed to the Premier’s suggestion and the resolution wu oarried unopposed. The Pr«. 
mier thanked the House for Us uoulideaoe and aaid that oummunal riots should make 
ever^ Indian hang down his head in shame. He appealed to the leaders of all com. 
fflonities to see that there was uo repetitiou of suoh ugly disturbances. 

Discussion on another resolution, urgin;; that the enhanoement of revenue made 
as the result of the last settlement iu seven taluks of West Herar be reduced and 
that laud revenue in these Talukas as collected at the pro-sottlement rate from the 
current year, had not concluded when the House rose for the day. The motion wm 
supported by several members, Congress and non-Coogress, hailing from Berar. 


Idkh. DECEMBER Mrs. Durgabai JoM was granted leave by the Assembly to- 
day to withdraw her resolution demanding a reduction in land revenue in seven 
taluks of Berar to the rates prevailing before the settlements of 1^34. 

The Revenue iiinieter^ replying to Gie debate, stated that the question of relief 
io the more highly assessed areas had been engaging the attention of the Govern- 
ment ever since they had taken up oAoa. Their examination was nearing comple- 
tion and a decision would be reached shortly. The Minister added that ho felt that 
temporary relief was necessary and that it should lake the form of abatement over 
a Mriod of years. He had not yet decided what the percentage of relief shonld be 
ana for that every effort would be made to mitigate haniship and remove the sense 
of grievance. The Minister hoped that it would be realised that financial considera- 
tions were limiting factors in this as In any other matter of relief. 


G. P. a:«d Berar EirqtrzBT Cohiiittm Bill 


ISth. DECEMBER should be the oonoera of everybody to see that the 

laws we make here are very good laws and that th^ are hundred per cent good,” 
said Mr. Q, S. Qupta^ Speaker, while adjoarning the uonse in order to facilitate full 
disenasion of a Government Bill. 

The Bill in question was one of the most controversial that had ever come up be- 
fore the Assembly. It was described as the Central Provinces and Berar Enquiry 
Oosunittee Bill and sought to empower tho Provincial Government to appoint an 
enjuiry Committee to deal with any matter of public importance and record 
evidence from *'any person or summon him to produce any document in his 
possession, and to tender an explanation either personally or through a legal 
practitioner." 

When the Bill was introduoeed by the hon Or, Khare^ the Premier, Mr. Rtsei 
(Raipur) raised objections. Firstly he contended that the Bill was ultra vires of the 
Isgislatnre inasmuch as it sought to empower the Governmont to enquiro into the 
oondnot of persons outside its purview, such as members of tho Naval Military or 
Air Forces and Sdoondly, assuming that the House was coraMtent tu d«»l with the 
BMaanrea, the previons aairatioa of the Governor-General had not been obtained for 
itS'datrodnotion. 


Beveral speakers supported Mr. Rizwi’s coarentioa and others opposed it. 

Mr. Jfitvt further contended that in accordance with the Standing Orders and 
the mles of procedure, where a question arose as to whether it was competent for 
a Pfovinoial Legisiatare to legislate on the subject without the sanction of tho 
dBovernor-Oieneral, it was mandatory on the Speaker to refer tho question to thit 
authority whose sanction would have been necessary to introduce it. He, therefore, 
appealoa to the Chair to withhold leave to introduce tho Bill. 

After some disousslon, the Speaker gave his ruling in favour of tho introduction 
of the Bill. He admitted the existence of tho rule quoted by Mr. Kizwi but also 
referred to another role which permitted the Speaker to allow such legislation to 
be introdnoed as, he felt Jay within the competence of the Legislature. It was only 
when a donbt arose in tho mind of tho Speaker that the rule quoted by Mr. Rizwl 
emm iailo operatton. 
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Itt order to mdge whether diseiusloo on the BUI wm permiaeible, the SMiker 
referred to the Stotraenl of Objects snd Bessons snd pointed out that the oMeel 
of ^ BUI was to sathonse the setting np of an enquiry eomnittoe to Inveatiim • 
natter of public iminrtsnoe. 

In reg^ to the intorpretstion of rules, the Speaker stated that hit policy would 
be to prot^ and enhance the rights of the Bouse and not to seek to ourtail them. 
The anthonties concerned oonld interfere, with his decision if they chose as they 
had ample Mwers under the Oorernment of India Act to do so. The BUI was 
only M mbling measure and contained no penal provision. He, therefore, held 
that the House was com patent to discuss the measure. 

Dr. Khare neat moved that the Bill be taken into consideration at once. 

^haparde moved that the Bill be circulated for eliciting publio opinion. 
Ifr. Ehaparde was supported by Rao Saheb Rajnrker. Leader of the Opposition, and 
several members from the Opposition benches. 

Members of the Congress Party appealed for the application of the closnre in 
order to curtail the debate, but the Speaker refused to apply closure as the Bill waa 
very important and ho would not like to shut out discussion. 

The Assembly was adjourned while Mr. KhapardeV motion was under discusaion. 

IM. DECEMBER When the Assembly mot to-day. Mr. Khaparde moved that 
the Bill be circulated for oHcitin;; public opinion. Messrs. Abdul Risaqueand 8. W. A. 
Bizvi supported the motion. Mr Bizvi failed to understand why the Qovemmeot 
should bring forward a Bill of the present nature since there was nothing in the 
past to show that raqiitry committees appointed by Government had been precluded 
from taking the evidence which they wanted to record. The Hunter Committee after 
the incident of the Jallrsn walla Bagli and the United Provinces Labour Enquiry 
Committee were iustaucys in point. Farther, tbo Bill cont4iinBd no proviaion 
for compensation to officers against whom allegations might be made aud who might 
be held to be innocent ^ the Committee of Enquiry. 

The bon. Dr, N, H. Khare^ Premier and Leader of the House, said that the Qov- 
erumeot, who appointed their servants, wore more conoorned about the latter’s wel- 
fare and about maiotainiug their dignity. There was uo need for nervonsams os the 
part of the Opposition. 

Mr. Khaparde: ’^Our norvousness comos from the fact that tho present Qovnrn- 
mo^have come here to wreck the Coustitution and to break Qovernment.” 

^e hon. Mehta: '^We have not come to wreck the Government servants." 

Mr. Khaparde’s motion for circulation was pressed to a division and was defeated 
by 63 votes to 19. 

Mr. Khaparde next moved that tho Bill be roforred to the Bideot Committee bat 
this motion was also defeated by 61 votes to 23. 

Dr. AThare*# motion for the immediate consideration of the Bill was also pressed 
to a division and carried by 61 votes to 23. 

Messrs. Khaparde. Abdul Razaquo aud Rixwi next moved a number of amend- 
ments, which were all defeated. The Government opposed every amendment 

When Mr. Khaparde's amendment that tho power to mimmon persons to give 
evidence or prodnee documents should be vested iu all members of the Committee and 
not only in the Chairman, as provided in the Bill, was not accepted by the Oovern- 
meot, he exclaimed: **We have still to see the benefits of democracy, the curses of 
which are already evident." His amendment was thrown oot by 6l to 19. 

Rao Soheh Rajurker led the attack on clause 5 of the Dill which Mr. A. Razaqne 
mov^, should be deleted. Tho clause runs as under; “If during tho course of an inquury, 
w Committee considers it necessary to iavostig.ito the conduct of any person, the 
t^mmittee shall give an opportunity to such person to take part in the prooeedinga 
Oommittoe either in person or through a legal practitioner." 

Jnie Leader of the Opposition described the Clanse as migrate by the majority and 
such as would make it aiffienU for any man to live hononrably. 

Mr. T. J. Kedar intervened, asking if there was any penal provision in the BUI 
Goin^ing the attendance of sneh persons. 

Mr. Rajnrker said that if the Committee appointed had no power to deal with the 
onende^ then there was no jnstification for wasting the pnblio time and money by 
•PMinti^ an Bhqntry Committee. 

Mr. Rainrkei’s as also Mr. Bizvi’s amendment, ezclnding acts of Govarnstent 
Mrraata pnrpoited to have been done before 1st April 1937, the date of iatrodootion 
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of Provincial Autonomy, as provided for in Section 270 of the Government of India 
Act, were thrown out. 

Mr. Rizvi next moved an amendment, which required the suspension of Standing 
Orders by the Speaker as also the previous sanction of the Oovernor-Qeneral. 
He claimed that notice of the Bill was first given to members on December 7, which 
had left no timo for them to get tho sanction of the Ooveroor-General before they 
could give notice of amendments. The members of the House had the right to move 
amendments, of which they have been deprived on account of the failure of the 
i^overnment to give sufficient notice to tho members. He, therefore, appealed to the 
Chair to adjourn the sitting to enable members to obtain the requisite sanction. He 
romioded tho Speaker that it was his duty to protect the riglits and privileges of 
the members. 

The Speaker gave his ruling against Mr. Eizvi, remarking that tho House having 
decided to proceed with the consideration of the Bill, suspension of business at this 
stage would amount to fioutiog its decision which he was not prepared to do. He 
recognised the difficulty of the members but was helpless in the matter. The situa- 
tion once again showed the undesirability of rnshing through legislation and ho 
appealed to tho Government to proceed slowly. He could not adjourn the business 
because there would be nothing before the House for consideration since Mr. Rizvi's 
amendments were not actually before the House. 

The Bill was passed into law, after the disposal of the amendments. Mr. Rizvi 
offered the most strenuous opposition to the motion for its passage and hoped that 
before giving his consent to tne Bill, His Ezcelloucy the Governor would consider 
all his oj^ections 

The House adjourned amidst dramatic scenes. Just when the Speaker was an- 
nouncing the adjournment, Mr. Rizvi wanted to know the duties and privileges of 
the Leader ef the House and farther complained that some Secretaries to Government 
were intervening in the course of the debates and confabulating with the Ministers. 
While Mr. Rizvi was on his legs, a member on the Treasury Bench said that mem- 
bers of the Congress Party could leave the House. 

Mr. Kbaparde nrotested against this and said that tho Minister’s order to his men 
was an insult to tne Chair and to the House. 

Amidst oonfumoo, the Speaker acyonrned the House iine di^ 
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Pk’oceedings of the Assembly 

Openiag Day— Cuttack— -28th. July 1937 

EuBonov OF Sfiaker k Dt. Spiikbr 

The aembers of tho Orissa Leeislative Assembly formally assembled at Cattack on 
the 28th. Jvly to elect their Bpemier and Deputy Speaker. Mr. B, N, Dai, who had 
been nomitated by His Excellency the Ooyernor to occupy the chair pending formal 
election of the Speaker, made a short speech welcoming the newly-elected members 
of the Honso. ^Ooyernment of the people was being inaugurated for the first time 
to-da/,** said the Chairman, as he announced that Mr. Mukund Praiad Dai (Congress 
Nomine^ had been elected Speaker nncontested. 

Mr. fianda Kiihore Dai^ also nominated by the Congress Pai'ty, was thereafter 
declared elected as the Deputy Speaker without contest. 

After the eleotioo of the speaker, Congress members sang the “Bademataram" 
song, all elected members in the House standing up in their seats. 

The excellent atmosphere which prevailed in the House so long was marred by a 
a small incident when it was noticed that Mr. Mansfield, Chief Secretary to the 
Orissa Government and one or two other Government officials, remained seated 
while the ^fiandemataram” song was being sung. 

Plandit Qedavarii Miira immediately drew the attention of the Speaker to this 
fact and asked for his ruling as to whether it was permissible for a Qovernmeut 
official to show this affront to the House. 

The Speaker promised to enquire into the matter and give his ruling after 
asoertaining the facts from the members referred to. 

The Speaker annonnoed that he had decided to accept Rs. 400 only per month 
as his salary, an announcement which was greeted with cheers from all seotioos of 
the House. 

Budget SeMion— Cuttack— 30tli. Auguet to 28tb. Sept. 1937 

FmavciAL Statement for 1937-38 

SOth. AUGUST Mr. Biawanath Daa^ Premier, introduced to-day the Budget 
for 1937'38. The budget shows a surplus of Rs. 5,2(),(XX1^ total receipts and expen- 
diture being Rs. 1,89,57,000 and Rs. 1,84,37,000 respectively. 

In his opening remarks the Premier dwelt oo the past sufferings of Utkal due 
to politioal and administrative vivisection. The National Congress was fighting for 
Swaraj and was opposed to the imposed Oovernmeut of India Aot. The new legis- 
latures, however, enjoyed some measure of provincial autonomy. 

Mr. Das regretted that the Gongrese Ministry in Orissa lacked time to give close 
attention to the present Budget. Besides, the Orissa Budget suffered from peculiar 
diffioultiee. New areas had been added to the province. Their estimates of income 
and expenditure were very rough. Madras officers serving in Orissa had the option 
to return and their pay, pension charges and travelling vlowances were uncertain 
gnd upset the budget provision once made. 

Proceeding, the Premier referred to the neod to maintain Rs. 5 lakhs as minimum 
balance with the Reserve Bank conseqnent on the Niemeyer settlement and as a 
corollary of the introduction of Provincial Autonomy. Now, after wiping out tho 
interest charges on the two protective canal systems in Orissa amonntiug to Bs. 10 
to 11 lakhs, the Central Government were giving a roenrring grant of Ks. 40 luhs 
annnally towards the normal expenditure. In the current year Orissa had obtains 
Rb. 47 lakhs. The revised budget for 1936-37 revealed a closing balance of Rs. 3 .do 
lakhs, which was really made up of Central Government grants for specific ourposes. 
If the provincial revenues alone ware considered, it was a deficit of Rs. *04 lakb^ 

Bxotnding spsdsl grants, the Budget made no room for new schemes. Mr. Das, 
therefore, appemed to. offioiala to aooept a similar pay. The revenue was likely to 
fall owiim to the recent unprecedented floods. The grant of Rs. 40 lakhs as aub- 
vention from the Central Government was due really to the presence in the pnasi 
province of a large undeveloped area and heavy overhead charges. The distribution 
of assets between Madras, Bihar and Orissa had been nnfare to the new province, 
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which got nothing from Iho hiigo opening bal.-incc, the accumulated Famine Relief 
Fand etc. Orissa also had to pay huge coiitributioas to other provinces for admission 
of Oriyas in technical institutions. Mr. D.is urged the reopening of the entire 
question. 

After referring to the recent Hoods, Mr. Das said Orissa liad the largest extent 
of excluded areas (20,000 square miles with 2 C7 million population). The develop- 
ment of these areas was legitimately a charg) ou the Central Goveriimont. The 
question needed agitation. 

Regarding irrigation, Mr. Das said the State should have full control ovor the 
water courses with a view to preventing floods and co-ordinating irrigation activities. 
Ryotwari landholders in South Orissa were afToctud by fall in prices and a remission 
of 1 and a half annas in the rupee was announced as in Madra.s. 

The Government were considering proposals to make forests remunerative. A 
co-operative inquiry would be uudertaken by Mr. Daivasikamaui Mudaliar uf 
Madras and the possibilities of the developmout of cottage industries would be 
explored by Mr. Kiimarappa head of the India Village Industries Association. 

Prohibition, the Premier doolarod, was not practicable at the present moment as 
the question was bound up with the attitude of Orissa States, ft also involved loss 
of revenue and more expenditure on the prevontiou of illicit distillation. 

The improvement of national wealth, as for instance, by the revivai oi tho salt 
industry, would be undertaken. 

Concluding Mr. Das said, ‘^It is hard to tax people when the universal cry con- 
sists of demands for lightening tho taxation burden. We recognise the unequal 
distribution of woalJi and tho consequent grinding poverty of the people. Tho 
immediate relief will only be in respect of uneconomic rents and illegal cohsos." 
Mr. Das said he was not in favour of imposing a tax on agricultural incomes in the 
current year. 


Ministers' Salaries Hill 

After the presentation of Budget a lively exchange of thursts and coiinter-thursts 
was witnessed when the Assembly discussed the Orissa Ministers' Halaries Bill. 

Tho Haja of Khallikote proposed an amendment favouring Rs. 400 for Ministers' 
salary instead of 500 provided in the Bill. Ho admitted that Rs. 500 was not a high 
pay for Ministers, but pleaded that though iho Congress had allowed that as the 
maximum, iu view of the poverty of Orissa, Ministers hero should forego Rs. 100 
acoepting Rs. 400 only. 

Mr. Latifur Rahaman^ ex-Ministor, said something, which was inaudible but which 
provoked a Congress member to remark i ^^Gentlnmeo who are not worth anything 
otherwise have drawn Rs. 6000 as salaries in Orissa.” 

Replying to tho debate, the Raja of Khallikote said he would appeal to the Minister 
to Mcept a smaller salary, lie would not take notice of the personal attacks made 
against him and if the Riiiuistors did not respond to his appeal, he would withdraw 
the amendment. 

The Ministers remaining silent, the Haja of Khaliikoto withdrew liis amendment. 

Elarlier in the dav, Mr. Bira Bvhura llariwan raised the question of language. 

The Speaker ruled that rules would shoitly he made allowing Oriya speeohos 
to be made. Meanwhile such speeches would be allowed. Tbe ^ speaker requested 
members who were sufficieutly able to express themselves in English to do so in con- 
sonance with the Oovornment of India Act. 

Official Bills 

The following Government Bills were next p:isHed : Orissa General Clauses Bill, 
1237. introduced by the Hon. Mr. Bodliram Dubuy ; the Orissa I.egi8lative Assembly 
Speaker’s and Dy. Speaker’s Salaries Bill, the Orissa Ministers' Salaries Bill. 

The Orissa Offices of Profit (Removal of Disqualification) Bill, allowed Parliamen- 
tary Secretaries and others to draw salaries was referred to a Selwt CommittiHi 
on the motion of Mr. Bichitranaoda Das. Tho Assembly then adjourue<l till tlie .Ird 
September. 


^'Bandr Mataram” in Assemhlt 

M. SEPTEMBER When the Assembly reassembled this morning, tbe Speaker, 
Mr. iitikmnda Praaad Dae' gave a ruling ou tbe point of order raised by ||r. 
Oodavarie Miera on the 28lh July last. 

34 
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It will be ‘rooalled that on that day when the ^Bande Mataram” wai snog in the 
Assembly Hall, Mr. P.T. Mansdeld, Chief Secretary to the Orissa Oomnment and two 
Earopean Secretaries did not stand up. 

The l^eaker ruled that Mr. Mansaeld and the other officials did not form part of tho 
House. Technically they were invisible to the Speaker. At the same time, the 
Speaker felt sure that no insult was meant to the House of the soim by the gentle* 
men concerned. He also quoted a ruling^ of the late President v. J. Patel in the 
Central Assembly supporting the present ruling. 


Ehaddar as Uniform 

Srimathi Lakahmi Rai next moved a resolution that khaddar be supplied for 
uniforms of Qovernmeut servants and employees of local boards and municipalities. 

The Premier accepted the principle of the resolution, but objected to the inclnsioa 
of local boards and municipalities on the ground that their autonomy should be 

*eft untouched. . , . . . v v 

Mr. Rai Krishna Bose moved an amendment for deleting the words to which 
Premier had taken exception. The House accepting the amendment, the resolution 
was carried unanimously. 


Orissa’s Flood Problem 

The Assembly next took up non-official resolutions, two of which re1at(^ to flo<^ 
problems in Orissa, which afforded the Government ^ declare their 

intention of pushing through with the recommendations of the riood Committee. 

Mr. Nityanando Kannungo, In tho course of his speech, 
shame that whenever the question of solving the flood problem was raised the 
interests of owners of private embankments came up , gainst demolition even thowh 
technical opinion strongly favoured demolition in the interests of the general public. 
The law also seemed to be in favour of the embank naent owners. In the near 
future he hoped to announce a comprehensive po^cy ^ 

to the flood problem. In the meantime he would state that the Government were 
taking every step for getting over any difficulty, local or otherwise and ^ 

pSrthrough thS of the Ffood Oommitteee. Be accepted the two 

resolutions. The House then adjourned till the oth. 


NoN-OFFiaAL Bills 

6tli. SEPTEMBER The Assembly met to discuss non-official Bills . 

Raisice a ^int of order, Mr. Atiara stated that on the second day of this sess on 
the Kaia^of ^Khallikoto had been allowed a right of reply to an amendment 
Minfe SalaHes Bir BaToa Friday Mr. “ 

ThM “JmSvro“'‘fu 1.^etmeaVtuld^7ifip^ 

right of reply. The Speaker said ho wouldr frame rules after cousultation with party 
leaders and members would not have any grievance. 

Bill aims to give refief to debtors from exorbitant Mr 

Zd^oT p^pir rtrSe Jo^r'ett^^ JcTrrfer th“f BiU to a 

ghiy so that tho measure might be made comprehensive. ^ 

The As'embly conducted most of its bnsinesa in Onya. ‘J* 

PalmiMn Smeud the Bihar 

for discussion, Mr. Qodavans «isro raised a point or owersu^y »» 
vM not i^ the hands of the members for “«» J»y«“ JSSSf -LS.?.” 
Conaequentiy, he wanted the disousston to rhn Bpaato agnau» 

House adjourned after the introduction of aix more Biua. 
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circumslaiicesi. He believed in iioithor Friscism nor revolution b«it in orderly pro- 
gress. Tims far the constitution was fairly satisfactory but the Federation \vas not 
conceived in India's interests. The Gongiuss was fully justified in fighting the 
Federation. The Government of India Act ha t relaxed British hold on the provin- 
ces but tightene<l the grip at the Centre. The Raja asked the House to accept hu 
amendment which was highly reasonable. 

After other speeches, Mr. M. G. Patnaik, supporting the Raja of KhaIlikoU«, 
pointed out that tlio Congress in accepting office had shown that the reforms were 
not wholly unsatisfactory. Tho capacity to defend the country was e.ssential for 
independence, which was otherwise meaningless. Giiina’s plight must be warning to 
ludiaii liolitical dreamers. 

At tills stagt), as it was past four and many members wished to speak on tiiH 
motion to-day, tlio House adjourned. 

\'oTiNv. ON Budget Demands 

13th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly took up voting on demands for^graots to-day. 
Mr. M. (4. Patnaik moved a cut motion on the miri.igomotit of Government estates and 
wanted the replacement of sarharakara (revenue colleciois) by village officers, which 
was the system prevailing in south Oris-sa. On an assurance given by Mr. Nitya- 
nanda Kanungo (Revenue Minister) that the system would be inquired into, Mr. 
Patoaik did not press his cut motion. 

14th. SEPTEMBER Mr.Divakar Patnaik move^l a cut motiou to-day, on the demand 
for land revenue to raise the question of ‘^inequitable, uneconomic and uncodified'' 
assessment of land and the “apathy of the Government” towards improving the fer- 
tility of lands. 

Mr. Nityaiianda Kanungo, (Revenue MitiLslei ) replyiug to tlio debate, said that it 
was wrong to suppose that tho Government was afraid to launch on a scheme of 
resettloment for fear that iho land revenue of the Government would be reduced. 
He assured that 'all possible stops would be taken to ensure a uniform sptem of 
land revenue. Regarding ryotV iiidehlo«iaess iie said t.bat the question had become 
very acute and some avenues must bo found out to give relief to tho tenants. 

The mover withdrew his motion. 

Replying to another cut motion urging tin) necessity of granting immediate sus- 
pensiou of the recovery of rout in the flood uHoctoi areas, Mr. S, Kanungo observed 
that tho Qovernmont liave already indicated the measures they proposed to take 
for the iiermaneirt solution of tho flood problem. 

ISth. SEPTEMBER Mr. DodhramDubey moved today tho demand under excise 
of Rs. 1 and a half lakhs. Four C>)ngress cut motions regarding prohibition were 
withdrawii with the leave of the Houso. Mr. Jagannath Das (Congress), next moved a 
motion advocating preparation* of| gur from date and palmyra juice. The Minister 
promised to explore the possibilrties of preparation of gur. Messrs. M. (4. Patnaik 
and Latif-ur-Kahaman accused the C<mgi’oss of breaking its pledges. 

Mr. Biswanath Das, Premier, replying to tho debate, said prohibition would cer- 
tainly be enforced according to their pledges. But it was impossible to give any 
definite date. The Premier accepted the cut motion and promised to examino methods 
of preparation of gur from date and palmyra juico. 

Mr. Bodiiram Dubey moved tlie full demand of Rs. 6 and half lakhs odd under 
provincial excise. The House granted the demand. The only cut motion under 
stamps was withdrawn and the Premier’s demand for Rs. b7,(XX) odd under that head 
was passed without discussion. 

Moving the domand under forests, Mr. Bodhram Dubey wanted Rs. 3,30,000 dar- 
ing the current year. 

Moving a out motion, Mr. Sadasiv Tripathy allogod the existence of various 
illegal levies in Jeypore Samasthanam. Replying^ the Minister promised that all 
ille^ exactions would bo stopped. He also adnutted that the forest ruleb needed 
change giving more rights to tenants. Mr. Tripathy withdrew tho motion. 

Moving next another ont motion, Mr. Nandakishore Das, Deirnty Speaker, com- 
plaiuod that the Forest Department was a losing ooncern in Orissa. The Department 
was now a drag on other departments and must be made remaoerative immediately. 

Mr. Bodhram Dubey, rej^od that the Government were oeasideriog the qoeitioo 
of making the departaent paying. Mr. N. E. Das withdrew his motion. 
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Mr. Dibakar Pataaik, movmi; nest a cut motion, wanted the remoral of the bona* 
(Ury of reserve forests to one mile from the viilaces and the introduction cf the 
forest iianoh^'uts system. Tiio Premier assured t!ie Uoiise that the matter was being 
considered. The motion was withdrawn. 

llie fast motion under tlie head of forests wus moved by Mr. Oodavarie Jtfitra 
who asked for an inquiry committee into the administration of forests in the Gov* 
ernmeiit estate at Kliurda for remedying: popufar grievances. 

The Government had not replied when the (louse rose for the day. 

16lh. SEPTEMBER lyTho Assemidy p:i.<;sod the demands ‘ under the heads 
Stamps, Koresf.s and Excise to-day. Tiuoti^h a cut motion the Government were asked 
to keep down cxponditiiro on forests and also to increase the revenue yield from 
forests. 

17th. SEPTEMBER The Assembly resiinic«( di.si'tKsi()ii to-day on a cut. motion 
on the inigation deman'i. U*'pres».Mitativ«M of .ill patties spoke in favour of the cut 
motion It W.IK pointed out that the caoal system was eostly and that it was doing 
mote haim than good. 

Mr. Katiunfjo, Revenue Ministtu. renlyini; to the (’riticism said . “Th* 

(tovernment reaii/e the gravity and urgtMicy ef tite tlood proldoin and are deter- 
mined to go aiiead with the wtuk of investig.ition anii are considering the projects 
and recommundatioiis of the Floo>i Committee, (bit u.ich project is so inter-refated 
to others, that wo dar«‘ n it tako steps in a iinri y. Rut in the back-grouad of ail 
fheso, looms large the very grim fact of lin.»iu:e.’ Wc are prepared to forego any 
necessity of a civilised people in order to tackle tliis piotilem on which depends the 
very existence. Proceeding, the Minister almittt'd that the canals wero not pro- 
ductive. He ajipealod to the members and the inihlic to create a stf-ong public 
Opinion in favour of the i ecommundatioiis of the Flood Committee. The mover 
withdrew his motion. 


18th. SEPTEMBER : —The first division was pressed hy the Opposition in the 
Assembly to-day on a cut motion on grants for general administration. It resulted In 
a victory for Ihe Government, 1.1 voting in favour of the motion and 32 against It 
Replying to anotlnw cat motion Mr. Bintr^math Premier stated that It would 

not he in the interests of Ihe fiuh ic to move courts of snh- magi strafes to villages, 
RK it would mean dilTnMilty in ohiaiiiing lawyers The Ministry Wii» contemplating 
the e.stHblishrnoiit of villiige ciourts for dealing with petty otTenccK. 


20lh. SEPTEMBER:— Mr. Giriia Wiusan Putt moved a cut motion in the 
general administration demand. He complaine.1 again u ili« pnivalence of AefA f 
iMippiy of foodi to offici.4l.s in the “partially excluded” areas at nominal prices. The 
Premier, replying, sai<i that the Government did not approve any Kupplies being 
leceived by officials witliiuit payments according to the m.irket rate. He said that 
no amount of rule.s and rt‘g«lafiiuis would Im^ etTfudive unless of!icial.s and non-olBoials 
joined togothor in creating fuitili*; opinion against h,'thi». lie suggested that mMt- 
ings of tenaiit.s and hill trib;>.s should ho coovenud and the people informed of fbeir 
rights and asked to commiiiiic.ato their griev.'iric»*s wliicli would bo considered by 
the tioverument. The cut motiuu was wiilidrawu and the administration grant 
passed. 


. 2Irt. SEPTEMBER RoplyiuK to a cu‘ motion under he»d “Adminittration of 
.Tu.sticu” to disuiLss tho necessity of changing the personnel of the Advocato-Ueoerw 
for Orissa with the change of Goveromeot. tho llou’ble Mr. Btewanath Da$^ Unief 
Minister stated that tho Advocato-General should be a person on whom ^ the Oovern- 
ment might rely for interpretation of tho Acts in their favour, loterim Mipiateri, 
the Chief Minister said. esUblishe*! a prece^leut by appoiiiiing a man of toeir own 
party and the present ministry were also aware of tho feelings e^ressed in the 
House for appointing an Advooate-(}eneraf from their own P*rty. He ttfured tliM 
he would convey the matter to the Cabinet which would do all it could In the 
matter. 

The mover thereniion withdrew bis motion. The rrant for Ra. 5,14,072 nndef 
need **JasUce'’ was taeo passed. 
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THE ORISSA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Demand fob GoNsnTDBNT Assembly 

22Bd. SEPTEMBER The Assembly pissed to-day the resolution demandinr 
Constitneot Assembly, the Premier aooepting the ameodmeat of Mr. Latifar /iahaman 
for separate electorate (for Oonstitnent Assembly). 

The Assembly rejected Bahadur of Rhallikote'H amendments to declare the 
the Act on the whole unsatisfactory instead of wholly unsatisfactory and '^designed 
to perpetuate subjection’' to be replaced by *^will perpetuate subjection.” 

The Premier reidied that the amendments would strike at the very root of the spirit 
of the resolution. He asked zemindars not to be led by the cries of socialists but 
follow the Karachi Congress resolution which defined the Congress policy regardiog 
xemindary svstem and wanted thorn to support the resolution. 

The resolution was passed by a largo majority and Mie adjournment was marked 
with cries of ^'Gandhi- ki-jai.” 

Official Bills 

23rA SEPTEMBER The Assembly considerod Government Bills to-ilay. Mi 
Biewanath Daa, Premier, submitted the report of the Select (Dommittee un the Orissa 
Offices of Profit (Removal of Disqualification) Bill. The Bill is intemled to criablt) 
members of the Assembly to hold the office of Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Opposing the Bill, Mr. M. O. Patnaik said that a pour province like Orissa did 
not need Parliamentary Secretaries. 

The Speaker replied that tlio present Bill was merely permissive and did uot 
make any appointments. The Bill was next taken into consideration and passed. 

Moratorium & Inam Bills 

Then Mr. B. AT. Das introduced the Madras Estates Land Ori.ssa AmenJmnnf 
Bill, 1937, commonly known as the Moratorium Bill. Tho Bill protects the occiipancY 
rights of Inam ryots in Ganjan. and Koraput Districts prohibiting the eviction of such 
tenants and staying proceedings in ojoctment suits till 1st March 193S. Full legisla- 
tive protection to loam tenants will be given before that date by the mam Bill. 

Mr. N. Kanungo^ Minister, moved an amendment for extending the protection to 
Inam tenants in rent suits before revenue courts also aud giving thorn the option to 
transfer such suits from civil courts to revenue courts. 

Mr. B, N, Dae accepted the amendment aud tho Bill was next passed. 

Mr. B, AT. Das then moved the Madras Estates Land Orissa Amendment Rill, 
1937, commonly known as the Inam Hill, extending rights to the Inam tenant.s from 
the Madras area in Orissa Province which were lost by separation from Madras. 
Tho Bill was referred to a Belect Committee. 

The next Bill introduced was the Madras Estates Land Orissa Amondmont Rill, 
1037, obliging Zaminders to give up collectiug half the gro.ss produce as rent ami 
making it imperative that revenue officers settling the rent in proprietory areas 
should have regard to the rates of rent prevailing in the neighbouriug ryotwari area. 

The Raja Bahadur of Khallikote opposed the Bill. The Bill, he said, encroached 
on the rights of permanently settled areas and was therefore ultra viro.s. Half the 

S 086 . produce was fixed as the rent in the Zamindari areas as a result of long and 
ipartial inquiries by the Government. But the settlement in ryotwari tracts was 
only by executive rules. Landholders, he said, were prepared to make all reasonable 
dumges, but the present Bill was expropriatory. He was willing to have an Inquiry 
Oemmittee as in Madras. The Bill prepared by Mr. M. G. Patnaik providing for 
redoetioo'of rents according to fall in prices was imucfi more .reasonable, 
latroduction of the Bill, however, was allowed by the House. 

The Capital of Orissa 

24lb SEPTEMBER : —The public gallories were over-crowded this morning, 
when the Assembly took up consideration of the question of Orissa’s capital. 

The Speaker announced that tho main resolution and the amendments 
moved successively and discussion will proceed on all at the same time. Tna 
Speaker also limited the time for siiecches of movers of the resolution and toe 
amendments to 15 minutes and of others to 10 minutes. , 

Mr. Biewanath Dae^ the Premier moved that the question of the selection of * 
site for tho construction of n capital for the Orissa province be taken into 
consideration. , 

Mr. Biekitramaeda Dae moved an amendment recommending to the Governmeo^ 
to take immedlato stepa for the location of the said capitaT at Cottack. ” 
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ooofse of Ib^b speeoh, Mr. Biohitranauda Das said Oattaok was the bistorioal aad 
oultaral eMttal of the provlooe. The coatroversy over it had been raised by the 
offioiais throwing an apple of discord among the public. The offioials disliked 
oentres of mdiooal life ana preferred to build new cities for luxurious living. 

Mr. fWt Skanksr Roy then moved an amendment recommending Cuttack as 
capital, with provision for expansion towards Cbowdwar. Mr. Roy disliked spending 
more monej^ on capital oonstruotion than was granted by the Government of India. 

Mr. Oirijo Bhu$an Duita then moved an amendment favouring Cnttaok with 
Cbowdwar as capital of the Province. Mr. Oodataria Miara'a amendment asking for 
examination of a less costly place between Cuttack and Puri was lost. 

The Raja of Khallikota'a amendment for asking the Dain Committee to report on 
all the available sites including Rangailunda was lost. A division was demands and 
the result showed that 37 were against, 5 fur and (1 remained neutral. Two 
other emeudments were lost. 

Messrs. Fyari Shankar Roy and Bichitrananda Daa withdrew their amendments. 

The only amendment remaining was the one moved by Mr. Oirija Bhuaun Dutt 
favouring Cuttack and Choudwar. It was carried without opposition. 

The Speaker then put the main motion as amended to vote and it was carried. 


25th. SEPTEMBER The Madras Estates I^Aod Act (Orissa Amendment) Bill 
was referred to a Select Committee hy the Assembly to-day, a motion for cir- 
culation being rejected. The Bill aims at extending the principles ryoBvari revenue 
settlement to proprietory estates. 

Mr. Nityanand Kanungo^ Minister of Rovonue, iiittoducod the Orissa Tenancy Act 
Amendment Bill regarding tho rigiit of free transfer of occupancy lioIJiugs, the right 
of catting trees and the penalizing of illegal exactions. A motion for ciiuualtiou was 
lost and tho Bill was referred to a Helect (^mmittoe. 


Bupi'LEMcsTAttY DE.\uxns 


27th. SEPTEMBER :--The Assembly agreed to tho demand for R.s. 20CX) under head 
''forest” for appointing a committee for the investigation of defects in the adminis- 
tration. Another supplementary grant under bi^ad "odiicHtiou" was roovod, which was 
required for the appointment of a committee for investigating tho two different systems 

of education prevailing In the province. 

The Assembly assented to all supplementary demands, including the sum for 
giving effect to the provincial marketing scheme to which there was a grant from the 
Centro. Another grant was intended for the committee fur Investigating the co-opera- 
tive movement and another for advising the Oovornment regarding the flood 
Committee's recommendations. Rs. 15.000 was asscnti^d^ to for the flood relief. 

Members' Salaries and Allowances Bill, lixing Ks. tj monthly and an allowance 
of Rs. 3-8 daily during the session plus double third i; lass, was icfcirtnl to a Beimt 
Committee. Replying to a cut motion the I'icmior estimated that it would save thii 
Government about 33-1-3 per cent over tho present rates cf daily allowauces. 

Non-Okfiual Kesol riiu.Ns 


TSth. SEPTEMBER *— The Asserablv coutinuod to-day discussion on the Orissa 
Tenancy Act Amendment Bill 1937. of ’Mr. U. l\itnaik and rejected the proposal 
for referring it to a Select Committee. . i i. 

The next two measures, concerning tho Turi Jaganuatli Temple moved by 
Af. a. Fatnaik and Jagannath Misra, were sent for circulation for eliciting public 

opinion before Ist January 1938. ^ „ ,, .. 

The House uoxt referred to a Select Coinmillpe Mr. A/. U. l atnatk a MMias 
Kstates Land Orissa Second Ameudment Bill. Mr. I'atnuik tlieu withdrew the Mora- 
torium Bill and the luam Bill. i- • i ^ 

Mr. M. G. Patnaik introduced tho Orissa Hindu Religious Kiidowmoiits Bill, 
which the House sent for circulation. Mr. Ooduvana Aliara also introduced a Bill on 
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ment Bill. The Bill sought to repeal certatn emergency measures in force in Orissa. 
The Premter agreed with the need for ri»moyal of the emergency powers now 


vested with the Executive and accepted the Bill 
and passed and the House was prorogued, 


Tho Hill was promptly considered 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 


Budget Session — Karachi -3/d. August to 1st. Sept. 1937 

FlNiLNClAL ST\TEU£KT FOR 1937-38 

The second sossioa of th<! Sto l Assembly opaaod at Karachi on thn 

3rd. August 1937 under the presidency of Mr. Bhoj Sifigk whoa the Promior and 
Finance Minister, Sir Gkulam tt ts^ahi fliittyatallah introducoii the buihtot piH>- 
pasals for 1937-38. Dealing witli the miin items, the Premier pointed out that they 
had budgetiod for rovoun > receipts of its. 3,47,59,033 and rorenue expouditiiro of 
Its. 3,47.01,030 loaviug a small revenue sirpius ^of Rv 49.03 0. Maas oducatiou was 
thoir goal, said the Premier, and towards this tlicy intended to advance as fas^ as 
they could. They had provided f >r the restoratien of full graats to the leual 
authorities for primiry oducition for improving mtillti, schools and for ;; rants to 
secondary schools. Additional provisions hive heei mile fir the oxteuston of modiunl 
relief and grants to ho.spitals luil dispeisiriev A s:licm> Ilh baen drawn up for 
assisting and •establishing small industrtes. 

Referring to tlie insistent denial froii tlu l[>tise f»jr an incre.isod exponiliture 
on nation-building schemes, tin Pr.frnier iirgiil the members to cea.sidei‘ fairly the 
revisioa of land rovenuj asst'ssinents. l*ln U rr.)rnin-'ni lul not lost siglit i»f the 
need for securing the ntm-ost cconemy in expeu liture. Concluding, Sir Oluilam 
declarod that their scope tor t!n lev.* oi new t.i>c*'» heinx very limitel, the Oevern- 
moat had decided to proewl slowly lu tUj mittir. Tin lliuse then aljouruel 

Oener\{. Discu.ssio.n of Uuouet 

4th. AUGUST Tho goneral discussion of the Budget commonced tu-day. 

In the coarse of discussions Mr. .htfnik'ri .Makta hold that there was .scope for 
increasing tho lovunuu by 20 per cent from certain departments, for which lie sug- 
gested a conference of tho non Is of iiM tiie dep irtmonts. 

Mr. G. H, liaschen urged the scrutiny of the existing sy.stem of higher odiicn- 
tion, holding that they must cry a halt to turning out moro and mire odiicatcl 
youths if there wore no room tor aitirlmg them al ;()nnie employment. , . , 

Tho Congressmen opposed the nrpnyment of the Birrago debt and omphasised tiio 
need for improving cominuaiculions u!l over tin Province. 


5th. AUGUST :— Mr. Baehar, Lihourite, urge I tin (lovornmout to uiidcrtako an 
industrial survey of tlio province and encourage small indiLstries, 

Miss Jetki Sipahimalani (O ingress) next male n .stirring .speech. “ Why tax the noor 
ueoiilo and not the rich V Why don’t you tax yourself also, ’ asked Miss •letlii, referi'- 


pooplo and not the rich V Why don’t you tax yourself also, askeu Miss rexeri- 

ing to tho Speech male by a member from tlie rreasury Benches. Miss .Itjthi repiiui- 
atod the statement made by a member of the Treasury Benches that ludustncH and 
factories, if opened by the (fivcrnmout, would send the poor private oiitorpn.ses 
home. “Where will tiujy g> V” sin iisk-il. Miss .lethi regretted that no provisions 
bad boon made in the buugci for female education and raxternity htimes. olie 
stfldcd that much saving could be maiti by reducing high salaries and allowances. 
Concluding, she urged that prisoners sliwld be taught art and ludustry, so that, 
when they came out of the prisons, they might have an occu|iatioiii. * 1 . . 

Various other members of the Opposition, including Prof *!?■« 

Party Leader, made spooehtjs on the budget, urging tho »»»**tion of certain 
moat post*, and tUo rl-diiction i<i tl. j a\Iowaucos of dovornmont Ommls wd 
dituro on |>oiico and andor various otUor lioads. Thoy also 5®“**? 

being spent on tho education and boalth of the masses and the natiooalisatioo of 

'The discussion came to a close after tho three Ministers bad 
speeches. Tho Chief Minister observed that tho Government 
Dowspapers and enquiries wero being made to restore the 

was necessary But If alleged police tyrannies were report^ they would be iiivwti 
gated WdthLt i^ukl bo uo protection and no naiioualisaf ion. 

fiforo money was being spout on irrigation, because without irrigation there could 
be no nationalisation. 

35 



i^74 THE BIND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY •[ XASicm^ 

SriXCHES ZN VnVAOULAU 

•th. AUGUST :~In the Assembly this eveniiig. over a point of order raised bv 
a European Member, Mr. G. Baaehen regarding the language to be used in th*e 
Houae, the Speaker, Mr. Bhojsingh, gave a ruling that any member who did not 
know English at all could speak »ndhi, but if he knew Eqglish well and at the same 
time could speak Slndhi it was his duty, if he was called upon, to give the pm. 
port of his speech in English. 

Tlio House proceeded to discuss tho official BilJ to establish a Famine Belief 
Fund aad later adjourned. 

Land Assessuent in* Sind 

7th. AUGUST A Oovornmont motion was moved to-Jay by tho Rovonuo Miuistor. 
Mir Bande AH Khnn to consider tho report of the .setllemont officers and to mako 
proposals for Land Revoiuiu assossmi^ut rales in the t^Alrt^^e areas. T\vu ainoul- 
monts were moved when tho House a^ljoiirnod till the 0th. 

9th. AUGUST Tho House coQtinuo<l diiu;ussio:i on flio (lovenimcnt motion iw 
respect of tho Settlement Officer’s report on land assessment in tlie Harrajje ari‘a. 
Mr. Jamahed Udehla suggested a round table uonfertMice lietwi'en tlii) .(fovernmeui 
and tho Zamiudars so as to ronoli an amicable* seitVm on t. over I he ipiestion in disiMi- 
ssioD. Two amendments were moved but diseusslou lial not coucliided when tlie 
House adjourned. 

10th. AUGUST:— Tho members, opposing the proposals to>day, pointed out the 
dilRcultios in tho Zamlndars paying tho enhanced asso.ssmeut. 

Tho leader of the House, replying to the debate, said that conditions after tho 
construction of tho Barrage bad improved and the cultivation of the main crops, 
wheat and cotton, had abnormally increased. Ho added, ''The money I got from 
the assessment sli^l bo spent on bouoficia.' activities.” 

On tlie conclusion of the debate, tho Speaker announcoil that ho would convoy 
Uie overwhelming sense of tho House to the Uovernmout througii two araondments, 
namoly, those of Dewan Baftadur fjiranand Kheai Sinph and Khnn Bahadur 
AUaha Bux, the former recommending to tho Government to reject tlio report ^and 
the latter recommending (ts revision. 

Borne members demanded voting on (ho 'above two amendraonts. Tiio Speaker 
held that tho Governmeet had not reached any decision, that objections from tliu 
public would bo I'OceiV’Od till August 14 and that the Govoruraoiit were not proparoii 
to call for a division. He added tho Govoriimout motion had placed tlio report before 
tho House for its consideration. iltMicu ho could not allow tho amondments to bi* 
voted upon. 

11th. AUGUST:— In tho A.s.semb1y to-day, tho Sjioaker, Mr. Hhoj Singhs ex- 
plaining why he did not think it proper to accept a division .last oveuing over tit<' 
Government motion to consider tho i^ttionioiit OfUcers* Rt^port on land assessroom 
in the Barrage area, made a statement, pointing out that the Guvernment e\pros.svHl 
the view that thev had not yet made np ihuir mind on tho Report and that tint 
matter was brought bofore tho Assembly only for their consideration and merely for 
oliciting thoir opinion, the duty of fixing the land asse.ssinent lato being entirely 
tho function of the Oovernment under Buctioii 102 of tho Liiud Revetino Code. It did 
not appear to him to bo a questiuii to bo determined by tlio Assembly uudor 
Bection 6G of tlw Government of India Aet. 

Following this, the Opposition mombors, ineludiiig Coiigre.ssite.s and the Sind 
United Party, entered a protest against tho procodure adopted by the Speaker, bold- 
ing that under Section 6o of tho Government of India Act, all questions before the 
House should be determined by a majority of votes. 

VoTiNO ON Budqst Dbmands 

The voting on Budget demands commenced to-day, tho first itom being land rovanuo. 
Mo. M. JEf. Qmdar'a amendment to reduce the grant by Rs. 1,000 was discussed w 
mombers oritioisod the land revenue policy of the Government Mr. N, A. Bethar 
iielO that Sind's pptentiidities were great and urged tho iutroductiou of tho latest 
methods of solentific farming to make tho Barrage aono yield more. , 

Many Speakers protested sgainst alleged coercive moasuros of collecting land 
revenue and one member suggested the introdaction of assessment on income-tax 
basis. The Huuse tuli aimgc aujottmeu. 
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12th. AUGUST : -Khan Bahadur Allaka Bux held that the Congress formula of 
grades of taxation was incquitahle and unworkable. 

Other members stressed the need for the establishment of an Agricultural College 
iu Sind to afford agricultural training to tho youth of the Proviooe. 

Mr. H, Rasehen (European) opposing the cut motion, said that the production 
and prices of wheat and cotton had enormously increased in tho last eighteen 
months. Discussion had not concluded when tho House adjourned* 

13Ui. AUGUST :^14 cut motions under tho Land Revenue hoad having already 
bccu withdrawn, tho remaining two cut motions were withdrawn by the members 
to-day, thus allowing tho estimated oxpondituro of 17,57,000 under the Land 
Iio venue head to bo passed. 

Replying to tho discussion on this question. Mr. Bandc AH Khan, the Rovonuo 
Minister, said : “The Govennuont are anxious to adopt tho new policy suggested by 
the members. Wo are oalliiig a moeting of tlie members of tins House to ooos«dor the 
subject. We will do every tiling to arnehorato tho condition of the people." Tlie Revenue 
Minister caiicludo l hy announcing that tho (rovornmont had decided to offer many 
concessions to the people regarding the taccavi loans and rebate. 

Thereafter, the cat motions un lor Excise were taken up when out of ^0 motions, 
nine wero witlidrawn and the discussion on tho remaining tenth mo* by Prof. 
OhafMhyaw. Leader of the Congress Party, was taken up. Tho Professor informcni tint 
Speaker that tho cut motions were meant uot to consure tho Oovurnment but 
to e.xpress opinions and ventilate grievances. 

16th. AUGUST Twenty>thrce members of tlie .Issemhly, including all Congrms 
members and a Tew from (Government benches, staged a walk-out this afternoon 
when an adjouniuieut motion of Mr. O. M. Sajff.cd was under disensgion over the 
alleged **undue iiiilacneu of a Collector and two Deimty GoltetHors in Dadu District, in 
affairs of the District l.(Oc:U Hoard resulting iu the unjust, improper and summary 
removal of its chief officer.” 

Tho adjournment motion was talked out, after wliich tho laombors who had with- 
drawn, re-entered tho .\sscrohly. In a statement as to why they had walked out, 
tho members staled tlmt the Spe.aker liad said that the nature of the adjottmaint 
motion was such tint lio was unable to accept any request for a cloauro. On tho 
one hand, tho reputation of responsible puhlic servants was at stake while on the 
other, allegations had been made against some members of the FIouso whose ropnta- 
tien was c<|nally <lear to him. The membtTS held that If the molioa was pasted to a 
division it would have been carried. Closure was refusinl thrico, the Speaker, aooor- 
diug to t.hem, giving an indication that he would allow the motion to bo talked oat. 

19tli. AUGUST '-The (lovornmcnt cannot release Ilansraj of the Pimjah, at 
present uoiilinod in the llytleraba>l Central dull, bec.ansc he is not a polilksal prttoner. 
Hu has several convictions to his credit under the I«alioru Conspiracy Case* tho 
Arms Explosives Act and conntei (citing coins. Every ruapoctable oitfsen should bo 
ashamed of such a man.” With these Tcmarks o'lr (Rndam Huaiain ffidayatiBUdk^ 
the Prime Minister, opened his sptuxh on tho Sind Oudgot which was passed to-day. 
while explaining the poHcv and pnignimmo of his Clovernment. 

The Primo Minister saU that the Guvernmeut wore purchasing mostly tUagi made 
iu India. Tlio Government lia^l accepted Ute suggestion mado in tho Qonae and were 
calliug an informal confereuco of tho Members of the House to^ oonsider the Tarioos 
prubloms, such as the quesricn of nornixialions of local Itodies, joint oleotoratsi, mi- 
employiaent and ecmioniiu betterment. A Retronclimuol ^ Cmamitteo had been 
appointed. Tire (fovernineiit .were imrifying the admioistratioa. 

Tiro -Govornment were introducing free compulsory primary edaoation. Better 
water-supply and rural uplift were also items in tho pregvvnme. Rogardiog ratal 
indobttidiicss, tho Premier saiil land mortgage banks woie being opened. , . _ . 

As regards the depressed classes, the I’reraier promised that be would edueate 
them. With referonco to Pariiamoiitary Rocretaries, the Promier aidd^^ they were 
thorn as respousiblo as Ministers thcmselfos and would allow them to ana wet 
queatiens in the Assembly. The Sooretarios weald look into the gfiofinoof of the 
public. They would not draw any trarclliog allowances. 

SrEim Waxits Pbess 

A warning to the press not to publish aay commuuicattoos, letters w alalmMa^ 
e?ea if they amor^ from the Assenbly momberi, which were Kkely lo oael 
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aspenions on the Chair« was administered by the Hon. Speaker to-day, referring to 
a letter reported to be from an Assembly member, appearing in an English duly, 
which the Speaker said, conveyed insinnations of partiality against the Chair.” 

The Speaker added : '*The Speaker most gnard and maintain his reputation, which 
he cannot do if he allows such suggestions or insinuations to pass unnoticed.” 

The Speaker expressed surprise that a member of the House should have com- 
mitted a breach of privilege by commenting upon the Speaker’s conduct in the 
chair. Such aspersions had been considered in the Houses of Parliament as a serious 
breach of privilege and had been severely dealt with. 

It may be added that the letter referred to was in connection with the Speaker’s 
refusal to accept the closure motion for a division on the adjournment motion on 
Monday, which resulted in a walk*out of 24 members from the Assembly. 

Qrazi.n'g Fees l.v Sixd 

24kh« AUGUST:— Mr. Rasul Bux movtid to-day that iu view of the interest 
evinced by H. E. the Viceroy in cattle improvement, tlio Ouverumont should abolish 
grazing fees from revenue areas* and reduce by ooc-third the existing fees in forest 
areas, upon which the mover withdrew his resolution. 

Salabixs A.VO Allowance Of Memuers 

The House passed on to a discussion of the resolution urging the fixing of salaries 
and travailing and daily allowances and other privileges of the members on the lines 
of the Bill before the Punjab Assembly. 

8(Mk AUGyST The Assembly passed tho resolution to-day, regarding the 
salaries and allowances for the members of the Assembly, ou lines similar to those 
soggested by the Congress Working Committeo's resolution and differing only in 
reapjRst of the travelling allowance clause. 

The resolntion recommended to tho Government to bring forward a bill in tho 
Assembly, fixing the salary of each membur at Rs. 7r> a month with Ks. 2-8 daily 
allowance plus one and a half second class railway fare. 

30kh. AUGUST The Speaker disallowed to-day an adjournment motion moved 
by Mr. R, K, Sidhwa regarding the framing and publication iu tho Sind Government 
gazette of the Governor’s rules for the Sind Legislative Assembly without the House 
bei^ consulted. 

The Assembly passed to-day a resolution recommending to tho Government to 
abolish the system of uonuoations to local bodies. 

The Ohtef Minister dedarod iu the course of his speech on this subject that offi- 
cials would not be nominated in future. Only non-officials would bo nominated, as 
it appeared to him that the House was opposed to tho nomination of officials. 

New Co.nstituxion Rejected 

A resolution rejeotiog tho present constitution was movol to-day by A/iss Sipahi- 
tnalanh a Congress member, who drew attention to its defects and uigod tho House 
to adopt the resolution unanimously. 

The Premier pointed out that so long as Hindus and Muslims did not patch up 
their differeneea, intervention by a third party was inevitable, lie said that the 
present constitution had some defects but it was surely a stop forward so far as the 
the provinces were ooncerned. Discussion had not concluded when the House 
adjourned. 

Silk. AUGUST The Assembly passed the resolution to-day with an amendment, 
lejectittg the new Constitution. In tho course of two days’ discussions six ,aune^- 
ments were proposed of which three wore withdrawn and two rejected, while Iv. 
Jamehed aehta'e amendment, addinjg tho proviso that an agreed solution of too 
minorities problem should be considered by the oonslituent assembly was accepted, 
and the resolution as amended was adopted without a division. The Premier under- 
took to forward tho proceedings to the British Government through tho proper chaunel. 

lit SEPTEMBER The Assembly was prorogued this afternoon after passing an 
official bill estahiishing a Famine Fund with a mimmam of ten lakhs of rupees. 
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Budget Senion— Abbottabad-^lst. to 30th. September 1937 

FiNAXClAL StATKMEVT FOR lOllT-lJS 

Tlio Buvlprot Si?ssi*»n of the N. W. Fniiitior Le^isl;itivo AssomMy commiMiooti at 
on tho 1st. September. Rai Bahadur Mvhrrhanl hihitnna^ in tlio oourso 
of lii.s .spooch, receipts at \U. 170 r»9 l.iko ; expetblittiro at Us. 

lSj.:n laklis, rai'ctiti.:^ tlu dolicit from tite opoiiiiii; tulance of Its. 7. til lakiis, wliit'ii at 
iljo i:lo.so of tlio voar wouM bo redaued to Us. 1.09 lakhs. Com[»arod with tlio I 'visud 
estimates of 19dG-d7 an improvomont of Us. 5.75 lakhs w.is aiiiicipato>! in J! j iis.;oipts 
and an excess of Us. 5.1'2 lakli.s in expoti>littire. of wliich the “beuolicont Ijpartmeut*' 
would receive Us. 2.21 lakh.s. 

ruder capital debt head t ran.saetious, rt‘oeipts were estimateil at Its. 177.01 lakhs, 
and ilislmrsoineiits at Us. iSl.ti? lakhs, ih* former iiudu lin^ a l-iau of Us. 00 laKlis 
lai.sed in the open market for the repayment of the Central Ooveriimeiit lean, nud 
expenditure on the Malkind Ilyiiro-Klot.-trie .srdierae. 

Iudic.atiu^ the policy of the Ciovernmeiit the Ftuanee Minister raid Hint it ItOil 
been decided to construct u fuborculo.sis sanatorium, reoo;;ui/.e p. irnnry education 
an<l afford further facilities iu tediuical aud industrial truinin^^ Old arrears^ of 
land revetiuo uud abian (Us. Si,(JO0), would be remitted. Wiiolesalo romissioQS 
c'juid not reasonably he expected, hut it w.is piopesud to examiac individual cskoh for 
relief. Uef;ardiu^ augmentation of Provincial re.souroes, the F.iiuiuiO Miuisttjr said that 
the motor tax, whiuli had been imposed, would brin^ Us. 1.40 lakhs annually, whilu 
an entertainment tax Hill would Khortly come before the House. Hetioucliminitg 
had been elTeeted under the beads, eoutiii>;«.nicie.^ unci travoUiu^; allowances, wliioii 
would yield Us. lOO.CXX) this year aud dvuilde the amount iu future years. 

Mini.steiis’ SAi.AKihs Hin. PosTi’ON r:i» 

2nil. SEPTEMBER :_When the Assembly met to-day to ti.'inboct oflieial btisiiioss, 
iiu’liidinf; eonsideratiuti of the MinisterK' Salarii's Hill, the followin;: lOKotiition roovcMl 
by Kazi AtnuHah, the Cenj'ress I’aity’s Oepuly Leader, was alloweil by the 
Speaker and carried by the Hou.se : 

“The Assembly recommends th.at in view of the l.bd ili.st a ncuilion of want of 
eonfiduneo in the Oouucil of Miui.sturs has been fabled .’khI livijil for discus.sioii on 
the 2rd instant and further that 27 members out of 4S ruse to support consideration 
of it, the official husiiinss fixed for to-d;iy bo p istponc I to spell dale as the Speaker, 
in consultation with the (tovvrnor, may list. ’ 

Kazi Ataiillali fiaid that it Wiuild be uof.iir to bin I a future fSoveriimeiit with tho 
bills put by the present Cloverum'Mit. Ameudio nits ti.il been tabled but theso wore 
coiiKidcred iusefTiciont. 

Sir Abdul Qatj/um^ Piiiijo Minister, ?»aid that tlic (bivermnent did uot object to 
the acceptance of the motiou, but aske*! the t)pj»i>sitiou wJiefli.-r, if the Oovernminit 
accepted tlie ameudments. they would still insisi on inovin.; the morion. The 
Ministry's fato had practically bjon decided by yostcnlay's walk-out tlioiigh a formal 
decision was yet to come. lie, however, 'lid not *)bjecr te the postponomoat of 
biLsiness. Tho Speaker at this sta;'c adjourned tho House. 

Nox-CoxniiExcK i.n Mi.v!sri:it.s I'assko 

3rd. SEPTEMBER :~Dr. Khan Sahib'jt motion oi “iiu-con.idence in the Coimci) 
of IliDistors’' consisting of Nawab Sir Abdul t,taiyuin, Kfiaii ilahadiir Saadullah Klian 
and Rai Bahadur Mohr Chand Khanna, was pa.sse.l by 27 vutcji to t£. Tho *7 
comprised 19 Ooogrossmoo, 4 Democrats, 2 indepeodctits and two who recently 
resigned from tho llindu-Sikli Nationalist Party. The 2t lududed tho throo Uinis- 
ten. Every member of the ilonso was present. 

Sir Abdul Oaiyum tho Primo Minister, made a leugthy sUtomont claiming credit 
for tho Ministrv's aobievomsnts with thoir fioaocial handicap and saying that his 
Ministry did obt lag bobind the Congress Ministries in tho matter of the removal of 
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bans on |iolitiosI oxternoos, etc. The result was received with loiid cheers hj the 
0|)^»ition. Iho Hoaso then adjourned till the 17th. September. 

rbo Uioistry having resiguud. His £xcelloacy the Governor invited Dr. Khan 
Kahob, to meet him on the next day to form a Ministry. With the approval of 
Hitt Exeolleucy the following were appoiute<l Ministers: Dr. Khan Prime 

Minister, Lala Bhanja Ram Qandhiy Finanoo Minister and Kazi Ataulla^ Education 
Minister. 


Tub Co.vgress Ministry's Budget 

17th SEPTEMBER ;'*Tho Congress Ministry's builgct was presonted in thu 
Assembly to-day by tho Finance Minister, Mr. Bhanjurnm Otufihu Ho said that 
tlio Goverumuut took olHco on September 7. In the siiort time available tliore 
were many (diaugos and they Jiad been able to oftect an eliminatio'i of one lakli 
from the eontiiigirncieK from Its. 20,000 from travelling allowances. Hesides it was 
proposed to reduce the salaries and allowances of tlio Ministers and the Speaker 
io an amount consistent with the financial condition and poverty of the peopK*. 
The total reduction thus ciFected amounted to 2.31 laklis on tho Itevouiie Account, 
two and a half lakhs on tho cajiital account for tho remaining half year. Against 
the savings on the rovonue account they had provided a remission of one lakh in 
land revenue and abiana, Rs. 50,000 in drinking water supply schemes, Rs. 000 in 
tho increase in the number of Parliamentary ^Secretaries to four. The nett 
savings tlius cffocted amounted to 8 lakhs on tho rovenuo account and two and a 
half lakhs on the capital account. 

After commenting on tho changes in tho financial position resulting from the 
introduction of provincial autonomy and analysing tho hnancial accounts of tho 
last two years, tho Mini.st*>rs explained the current year's position. According to 
tho estimated recast by this Government tho receipts were n.\’pocted to bo 78.G9 
lakktt and tho expenditure 183.51 lakhs compared with last year’s revised estimates 
of receipts of 173.94 lakiis and exponditurc of 180. tO lakhs resulting in a deficit of 
4B2 lakns mot from the opening balance 7.G1 lakhs. Xiio reduction of one hikli 
in revenue and aliana prr)posud is besides the .84 lakhs ofteoted last June. Tho 
oxcestt of 15.20 lakhs in oxpendituro over last yoars revised estimates was duo 
chiefly to tho inercaso of ton and a quarter lakhs on civil works, tho most 
imnortant of wliich is tho Assembly Hail on which it is expected to spend 2.30 
lakks. Tho balance of five lakh.s rc|irc.sonts tho expoDditure arising out of tho 
inti'oductien of provincial autonomy and separation of the Executive from tlio 
Judiciary. Toucliing the capital debt head transactions, the Minister estimated the receipts 
and dittbursemonts at 177.G4 lakhs and 179.17 lukh.s, ^^^spectively, tho former 
including a sixty-lakh loan raised in tho open market for tho roiiayment of tho 
Central (rovorument’s lean of 35 lakhs, the capital expenditure on the MalakaiiJ 
hydro-electric scheme and other civil woiks. 

Regarding tho future policy, the Financo Minister said, **Wo aim at removing 
illiteracy by trying to accommod.Ue primary cl:is.ses in moMjues, temples and 
(Iharamsalas, remove unerapleymeut and bring about tho industrial regeneration of 
the province. The Minister announced the (loveriimciit's decision to abolish tho 
rublicity Department and make jail administration seH-snpportiiig and fore- 
stiadowed a reduction in police expenditiiror special pays and allowances and an 
oxamiuatiofl of agricultural iiidehteiliicss ami tlie institution of a committee of 
enquiry to investigate the wa.stage of money in certain doiiartmonts. 

As regards excise, he said, we cannot tnturfere at this stage as contracts iiavo 
already been given, hut we propose to restrict the import of liquor in ordur to 
make up for the loss of revenue rn other direetkitis.” 

lodieatiag fresii sources of taxation, be said : **rho |>ro(>osal for an eiiturtainment 
lax wUl shortly come up before tho House and tho jiossihility of forests becoming 
the principal source of rovcDUo will be ozaminod.” Ho advised uoii-Uovcrnmeut 
educational institutions to refrafn from employing a stalT on salaries which pooph* 
can ill afford. "We must cut our coat aocording to oar cloth,” ho concluded. 

17lh. SEPTEMPER Tho first ui vision unco the Congress Ministry accopti^ 
ot&ues took place in tho Assembly to-day when a rosolution, sponsored by Rai Sahib 
i-kamanl»fi rocommeudiug' remission of tlio entire outatanding loan granted to tho 
Bufferera ia tho Kohal riot of 1924 wan defeated by 27 votes to 14. Tho Congress 
Party’s 26 votes and an lodepoudcat’s vote oomprised tho Ministorial total of 27. 
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OK.ipow Premier, 00 a peraonal erplaeatioa regarding the alleged iaoon- 
eiiteaoy on the part of the CSongms (beoatiBe all members of the Oengrees party 
had gItjB nohM of a similar resolation previously), said that they had now aeed the 
files and eeme to know the actual state of the finances which at present did not 
permH wholesale remission. He said that the Government's policy in the matter 
was one -of ntm^ sympathy. The Government had decided to appoint a oommittee 
of hno^ and in deservii^ oases, loans would be remitted. He also announoed 
that iBe Government had issued an immediate order to stay notion against defaulters 
in Kohat. 

Dr. Khan Sahib sidd that members of the committee to investigate and report on 
the finaoolal condition of the Kohat debtors would be selooted from auoh of the 
Assembly members as would be prepared to work without any allowance whatsoever. 
The Government had, however, already stopped all coerolve measures. 

Before taking up this resolution, the Assembly, without opposition, recommended 
the abolition of the institution of Honorary Magistrates and Sub-Judges. 

General Discossion of Budobt 

20th. SEPTEMBER A spirit of constructive suggestion, rather than of 
carping criticism, marked the comment on the Congress Ministry's bndi' tho 
general discussion on which commenced in the Assembly to-day. 

Sir Abdul Qaiyum^ Leader of the Opposition, initiating tho debate, expromed 
the hope that out of tho new vision and new ideas of that groat organisation, the 
Oongross, real good would accrue to tho Province. While the ox- Premier agreed 
with the main features of Oongross budgetary policy~in fact, ho claimed that 
there was not much difference between the two Oovornments respecting the 
main expenditure— he repotted that insufficient funds had been allocated for 
education and that the Islamia College grant provided by his Government had been 
deleted. 

On this point, however, tho Congress Government were supported by three 
members. Messrs. Amir Mohammad, Aottb Abdul Ghafoor Khan and Paqir Khan, 
who juBiified the omission of the 'grant on tho ground that Islamia College had net 
imparted the ideal form of oduoatlon by which good citlxens were produced. 

2 lit SEPTEMBER The budget discussion was resumed to-day. More 
members spoke to-day criticising tho Gtovernmeut's poliev and tho out In tlie 
secondary education grant and In the additional grant to tho Islamia College. 

The Education Miniater and tho Finance liinialcr explained that the additional 
grant to the Islamia College had boon postponed duo to lack of adoaoate faeiiitioa 
tor agricultural classes. The Government proposoJ instead granting of soholarshipa 
to deserving students for agricultural study iu Lyallpar College. 

As for aocoudary education, the Government felt the madvisabiUty of opening 
now schools in the middle of the term. The matter had only boon poHt|ion«d 
and would be provided for m the Budget ui'xt year. 

Tho Finance htmialer promised to make tho host nfforts to gid. t.hq subvention 
increased. Ho also sdd that tfio Government were takin;^ the ucowsHry moasures 
for tho protection of Ilinaus living in Bannii and Dora Ismail Kluin villages. 

Official Bills 

22Bd. SEPTEMBER When tho Assembly mot to-day, the Speaker warned 
members against raising unnecessary points of order and wimted tliom to confine 
their remarks to the relevant aide of tho questions under disetission. 

The Premier moved for consideration of the Uomoval of Disqualification Bfiil. 
Mr. Ziauddin moved for referonco of the Bill to a Select Committee, but tho motioa 
was defeated^ The original Bill was then passed. . . 

The Assembly passed the Ministers’ Salaries Bill, fixing the salaries of Mmiatora 
at Rs. 800 each, with a motor car aUowaoce of Rs. 150 and with no bouse allowaueo. 
Mr. ZMaddin moved an amendment for reduction of the pay to Rs. 300 but bUer 
withdkew it. 

Tomfu cm Budor Debaxos 

2Stk SEPTEMBER The voting on budget demaada was taken up to-day, the 
Bdncitioa Minister, the Rm. Mr. Qati Alaullah enuneinted tho Oovernmeit'a uolicy 
M regurdh prohibition. He add that the Frontier Government were iwt to 
deviate by a hair’s breadth from the Congress policy, on the At the 

RttBeit moment (not this year)^ the Goverament would introdnce PiohibitioB either 
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in the whole Province or in a selected area but it would not be absolute. An 
exception might be made in favour of Europeans. 

Br. GAorA (Congress) suggested the introduction of Prohibition in one district 
as a matter of trial, the cancelling of auctions next year and the imposition of 
additional taxes on foreign liquor, ae said that the loss of revenue would be made 
up the duty on horse betting and cigarettes and death duties. 

The Assembly granted the demands under the heads Excise, Stamps, Forests 
Registration and Irrigation Works and then adjourned till the 27th. ' 

27tli. SEPTEMBER : — Unchallenged by the Opposition in the matter of calling for 
divisions, the Congress budget emerged unscathed and all the demands were voted io 
full. Replying to the debate raised by a token cut under General Administration to 
invite the Government’s .'ittcntion to the insecurity of life and property prevaloot 
in the Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan districts and to urge the adoption of adequate 
means for the protection of the inhabitants the Premier, the hon. Ur. Khan Sahib 
sympathised with the sufferei's and said that it was the State's principal duty to 
protect tVie subjects. "I intend to tour every village in the affected area and try 
my best to restore confidence. I realise that the bad characters among us help the 
trans-border marauders and 1 have instructed District Magistrates to seek tho 
oo-operation of M. L. A’.s in their respective districts. Everything possible will 
he done to alleviate the sufferings and to restore the victims of the kidnajtpers 
to their homes. As regards compensation to sufferers, he said that fines when 
realised would bo used for compensation but the paucity of funds did not allow the 
grant of compensation from public funds. 

Rat Bahadur Uhardas^ Leader of the Nationalist Party, stated that a regular 
reign ot terror existed in a corner of the big Empire and security rules had been 
broken down. He suggested the drafting of extra police from other districts and the 
Punjab and the organisation of an efficient Intelligence Service. If all measures failed 
the Government should evacuato all the people from the danger zone and maintain 
them at the Government’s expense till security was restored, arms licences should 
bo liberally granted and arms should be supplied free of charge to border villagos 
which should be guarded by volunteer militia of able-bodied persons. If the Provm- 
oiBl Government were unable to extend financial aid to the sufferers, he urged that 
the 'Goverument of India should bo approached. 

Non- Official Bills 

29tli. SEPTEMBER : — Four non-official bills wore introduced and referred to 
Select Committees, namely. Mr. Peerbakah Shah's Muslim Waqf Bil', Mr. Niahtar'n 
Punjab Municipal and District Boards (Frontier Province Amendment) Bills abolish- 
ing tbe nominated element, and tiie Frontior Province (Repealing and Amending) 
Bill, firstly., amending Section 144 to -provide that nothing shall empower any 
authoi'ity to issue an order prohibiting a procession and restraining the movements 
el individuals and secondly repealing Section 124-A and Section 108 Or. P. C. and 
also repealing the Indian Press Act, the Criminal Law Amendment Act and certain 
scc^tious of tho Frontier Crimes Regulation. 

Regarding this Bill, tho Advocate Qenerofl explained that the Provincial Legisla- 
ture did not got power to, make any enactment repugnant to the existing Indian 
law. In the matter of criminal law and .criminal procedure tho Government of 
India Act contemplated a uniform policy. If tho Govemor-Genoral ultimately iritli- 
held his assent tho Act passed would be void. 

During the discussion, the Premieres remarks and attitude evoked a vigorous protest 
from the Opposition uiion ' which tlie Hon. Dr, Khan Sahib expressed “apologies 
over his rude delivery.” He assured the Opposition that the Goverument would 
always stand by them if there was discriminatory treatment, but they must abolish 
the idea of being treated as a privileged class. 

SOth. SEPTEMBER In the Assembly to-day, the Finance Minister, tbe hon. Laic 
Bhanjuram Gandhi said that the Government were considering the question oi 
rotrenchmeut If the steps taken did not result in a substantial saving compatihio 
with effieioocy in the administration, the ai^intment of a oommittee to co^iooi^ 
retrenchment schemes would be considered. Tho Assembly then adjourned sine dte. 
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Ibis brochure does not propose to offer more than a baro summarr of the aima 
and objects of the different Acts which hare been passed and of the Mils whioh are 
on the anvil. They are published together in order that they might sp^ for 
themselves. The list of resolutions might give an idea of the trend of opinion in 
the two Houses of the Legislature. Similarly, the inventory of tho terms of refer* 
ences of some of the expert committees which are deliberating on important issnea 
might be taken as a barometer lor registering tho will of the Government to do their 
duties by the people irrespective of class or creed. What the Congress has pr.tpo8ed, 
the Government nave enacted. 

A few salient points in connexion with the principles underlying the recent 
legislation undertaken by tho Government may however be placed before the public 
for iuformation. The United Provinces Government during the last six months have 
boon specially vigilant in tho observance of Civil Rights and Lilmrties. Their aotivi* 
ties in this connexion have boon varied. Soon after the assumption of office, the 
new Government lifted the ban imposed under the Criminal Law Amendment Aot 
upon a number of associations in Cawiipore, Allahabad and in other districts of the 
province. Orders iilogalizing a largo number of societies like the Youth League, 
Workers’ and Peasant’s Party, Kisau Sangh, Hindustadi Sewa Dal of the provlnooi 
particularly of Cawnpore and Allahabad, were withdrawn early in the day. After 
a proper scrutiny of the cases of political prisoners the Government issued orders 
for their release. A coosiderable number or prisoners, including those oonvictad In 
tho Kakori case, were set at liber ly. Police surveillance over politioal workers 
particularly through reporting of their speeches in public meetings and oonsoring 
their correspondence was discontinued. Political activity is no longer a prejudice 
against employment. The Government, however, consider in pursuaooe of the Con- 
gress Resolution that tho preservation as well as tho enjoyment of Civic Rights are 
only possible within the ambit of non-violence. 

With a view to ensuring the proper working of the administrative machinory on 
a national basis orders were issued by the (lovernment to establish relations of 
mutual trust between tho Administration and the Congress Organizations and workers. 
The Provincial Congress Committee in its turn issued similar instructions to co- 
operate with the Administration. Thus was the atmosphere of suspicion sought to 
be clarified and the spirit of co-operation assured. 


Freedom of the Pre.»s is recognized by the Government to be the best assurance 
of Civic Rights. Strict impartiality in the distribution of court notices, advertise- 
ments and the like was ordered to be observe*!. All Heads of departments, District 
Officers and Sessions .Judges je<;cived prompt notices to that effect. The Hoo’blo 
the High Court as well as the Chief Court were also iiiformo*/ of the now Govern- 
ment policy. No discrimination against any pros.s or newspaper in yirtne of the 
political oidnions of its editor or manager was to be mado. tJecurities demmed 
under the Indian Press (Emergrinoy Powers) Act, 19^1, cxcopting those oooMlon^ 
by the preaching of aggres.sive, communal and class hatred wore refundocL The 
black list of newspaper has also been cancelled. . , , ^ ^ 

Appropriate steps were taken to guard against the haramment and uppression of 
the weak and the poor. A special officer has boon appointed for the pturpoee to 
eradicate bribery and corrnpfloo ia tho public services, and the work Is b^ng 
pursned vigorously under his care. Another more comprehonsivo committee has been 
appointed under Kunwar Sir Maliaraj Singh’s chairmanship to inquire into the 
general question of corruption including its causes and cure. 

A further administrative measure is that honorary assistpt colleotors have oea^ 
to work from Ist January 19J8, ponding an ex^ination of Uio need faf oontipaing 
the system and of reforming it, if it has to Iw coiitinood. Government hope t^ 
one rMuIt of the tenancy and land revenue legislation will Ite to roduoo tho oocaskm 
and need of litigation on rent and revouue mattors very mueb. 
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Onoe CSivil Liberties were assared, the Government at onoo tamed their attention 
to the peasants whom they consider to be their first charge. The first step taken 
was the fion'ble Premier's anaQaacement in the Legislative Assembly on 2ad August 
of the Government’s intention to form two committM, one to consider reform of the 
Tenancy and Land Revenue law, and the other to examine proposais for relieving 
rnral indebtedness. This was followed very shortly by Government instructions for 
stay of proceedings for recovery of arrears of rent previous to Rabi 1344 Fasli, for 
j>rohibiting ejectment or enhancement ; for the recovery of debts due by farmers 
and sniaU tenants. To give due validity to the stay of proceedings for old rental 
and civil debts, the Government introduced two Acts, ono affecting the revenue 
courts and the other the moratorium. The former was given effect to on 22od 
September, while the latter came to effect from Ist January, 1938. The Civil Courts 
Stay of Pnraeedings Act makes distinctions in favour of petty proprietors. 

Beside giving this immediate relief, the Government quickly proceeded with the 
examination of reform measures. A small expert Committee examined rent and 
revenue problems, and the Committee of the Legislature on the same subjects met 
and considered reforms in detail iu November and December. The latter is expected 
to finish its labours shortly, after which Govarument will intiodnco necessary legisla> 
tion. Another expert Committee examined rural indedtedness and the existing Debt 
Acts very thoroughly. It is expected that a concrete shapo will be given to its 
rnoommendations at an early stage. 

Meanwhile, on the administrative side, the Ouvernment issued orders enabling 
tenants to deposit their rents in tashils free of charge. They also issued orders to 
the district staff that processes for recovory of land revenue should be used with 
discretion and forbearancei although making it plain that landlords were expected to 
pay up the land revenue, and the district staff to see that it was collected, i just as 
tenants are expected to pay up their current rents. 

An invidiona distinction in favour of large estates as regards attaiihmcnt for non- 
payment of land revenue was abolished. For the damage caused by tlie monsoon to 
the crop, whether by flood as in some places or by insufficient rain, ns in others, 
the Government adopted liberal lines. In the past, the rolief ordiuaiily given for 
such damage was sospenaion of rents and revenue ; but the preseat Government 
have so far remitted about 3 and a half lakhs of revenue, with consequent remission 
of rents, as compared with % and a half iakhs of revenue suspended. Takavi has 
been liberiUly given where necessary, and the amount distributed is near about 
30 lakhs. 

The Government also gave attention to the question of fodder and grazing in 
rurqf areas. The Fodder and Grazing Committee have prepared a five-year pro- 
gramme of research on the improvement of fodder-production, in waste-lands and 
ravines and on the relative nutritive value of the principal grasses and green-leaf 
fodder. This programme is undor the consideration of the Council of Agricultural 
Research. 

In his Budget speech the Hou’ble Premier announced tho Government’s iutention 
to redaoe by half the grazing rates in Government forests. Orders to the effect 
have since oeen issued in all cases where this was possible. Tho animal value of 
this concession will be about Ks. 75,000 per annum ovor aud above the existing free 
and concessional grazing already allowed. 

The relief measures regarding rent and revenue, agriculture and forest have been 
snpplemented by genuine constructive efforts which have boon incorporated in the 
soJiome of rural development now functioning in about 800 rural centres organized 
m 48 districts and 10 divisions. Each such contre is in charge of an organizer cop- 
trolling 8 to 10 villages : so that there are about 800 new organizers employed m 
this sclieme. The underlying principle of their activity is to placo the initiative for 
rural development in the hands of tho people thomselves. The ultimate respousibility 
will lie on tne panohayats, though the immediate responsibility for uplifts devolves 
upon the mrid development offioers, who after trainiug, have already started working 
with missioniury zeal. There is hardly any branch of rural life that is not being 
infused by the spirit of sacrifice and soif-reliauoe. Reports . hitherto received are 
veiy fgvouraUe. In the appointment of the new personnel three principles, viz., 
the representation of the minorities, economy, and the spirit of social service nave 
been umly hi view and strictly observed. . . 

Side by aide irtth the above, money has been bndgeted for improvement m tiie 
technique of agrkmltare. In partioular, special attention ia being paid to the supply 
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tbe opioci la vw with reforenoe to tho aid of discharffod Driaonon Miaatifio 

pnnciplM of ohild penology as practiaod bj oivilizod natioM, auch^ 

Sf^^^der to conduct and ioduatrial training to roatore 

b!S/ of So ^ "****^'' been inoorporatod In the 

jn the Administration of Justioo (ho system of reornitmoiit of honorarv 
n^^ratos has been sought to bo overhauled. Tlio now rules nrovide for the 

tb."‘MtaLy“*'TS^ o» .mbUo oonHdMoo"'“rtoiX of 

Sr ^o. i“ ‘he maximum of effleioBt saeial BOi^iea 

wilhi wU <K>gt^ to tha State. Three important Judioial Aots hare been paased ; the 

“nder the Ruperintendenoo ol the 
I “i * ■ should be scrutinized by Oovornmoiit auditors only, the seuond 

appomtmeut of the Provincial Oimmissioni™ of Wajfa to TthS 
Commissioner of Waqfs. and the third romovinir the 
cl^tS to'"«L.'!rir‘'"'' Aots.soJ Aurt-fees. the laVerToiog atoo 

M.'hSS'sto.h’t “ ™»o“itos. The hrst two acts alouK with Kunwar Bir 

vSerCTer t^^*oan**'* '*^'**'* '* ***'^ sfo for proyinoialiMUon 


thn^*^i.!^n !f ^ “® V"'**"* Provinces Government has bo-n to farther 

“ deprmed olastos and of womco by stipouds, and to kIvo the 
tor *“•* / vooatiooal bias. Two committees have been apiwinted 

.15^ *• *‘!*“ »“<f,.roadjastmont of cduuatiou. Tlio Hrst will deal with 

fS A 'S*^”*®** bring it into lino with Mio reuommeudatious 
H j **o e<iccation up to the pro-imiversity stago is to be 

Second Comno^ee. Rural libraries liavo been provided for in the 
bas been sot apart for grants to educated young 
!?1n **** thoir own trade or busioess, preferably on co-operative linoa. This 

^bat the education of those provinces need not fritter 
*** ^be educated unemployed. Cottage industries, it 

P*5^****y ntitigato the rigours of unemploy meut. • An Industrial 
ureaic u>rporatioii, to be run as a commercial concern, with some aaaistauoe from 

small industrial entui prises was proposed, 
scheme put forward by a previous committoo naa been 
^^pted. The principlo to be noted here is temporary Government assistance to a 
wommercial concern for the revival of small industries in order that the eduoatod 
miMt not find their salvation in Government jobs. 

r reference to Communications, the Government have appointed a committoo 

;? Q'lostioa of a reconstitution of the Board of Traffic, the Divisional 

ixmtroliing Authority and the District Traffic Committeo to ensure a bettor 
representation of the bus-owners and iiou-orf]ciaI.s, and a bettor co-ordination 
Mtveen the railway and the road traffic. Mechanical efficiency of transport, 
inira-party insurance, renewal of registration and licensing are some of the 
important terms of discussion for the committeo. 


- ^be relative merits of tbe Alternate and Direct Current as well as the reduction 
mooted by expert bodies. Their recommendations will ensure 
of the consumers of electricity. 

r Jw incidence of rates of irrigation from canals and tnbe-wells on tho value 
o^iilereat crops and the working of the canal rules are some of the terms of a 
«pjwjste anthoritative committee. 

jpie whole system of local self-goveromont is under review. The Govornmont lay 
particular stress upon this, for they realize that without sure foundations of municipal 
autonomy, the struotnre of provincial autonomy fails. The Public Ilealth Department 
nas been urged to make provision for more anil better drinking water and for root* 
malaria in the rnral areas. Village dispensaries are to jb started. Tbe work 
of the jocai Government in the anti-tnberuulousis campaign has been facilitated by 

M tne qni^ and generous reponse to Her Excellency the Marohioness of Linlithgow’s 
Aomsnn is now sought to be resened from the Scheduled Districts Act 
ro^ht into line with the sdministrstion of other divisions of the province. 

. The united Provinces Budget shows s few hnportsat featnres. Economy hss been 
^be gnidinjg motiro of the Bfiaistry. They have reduced their own salaries, the tra* 
▼eUiDg bills of the officers sod the contingent ohsrges. Now officers, as in tbe Rural 
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Devalopmeiit Scheme, have been rooraited 00 a lower scale of salaries. Ample moaev 
has been graatod to the nation- building activities. A proper distribiitijn of the eranu 
has been made possible by the practice of almost ascetic economic in tho nf 
ministration, wherever it has been possible. 

The Pubiioity Department has been reorganized into tho Department of Pubii. 
Information. It is expected to furnish accurate and unbiassed information to thosp 
concerned in a non-partisan spirit. Publicity in the rural areas has been emiiliA 
sised. The most important concourses of people in religious fairs or molas 
been put in charge of a Special Mela Officer. ^ 

Complete prohibition is going to be introduced immediately in two districts. Ktah 
and Mainpiiri. There will bo a reduction in the number of shops by about 25 iMr 
cent., retail prices will be fixed and in certain places there will be State-manaeed 
shops. On tho whole there will be a general tightening of the Excise admini^a- 
tion in the province. 

It is impossible to conclude this bare resume without mentioning an important 
event the implications of whicii are more cultural than political. After a thorum'h 
discussion on tho floor of the flouse, tho lion’ble Speaker gave a ruling on tho lan- 
guage that could be used by the members of tho Assembly. A member of the l-nj. 
ted Provinces Assembly can now speak in llindusthaiii so as to express himself 
better and make htmsulf generally better understood. 

The above is a cut and dried statement of principles which emerge from a dis< 
passionate study of tho Acts, Bills, and tho terms of reference of the committocs. It 
IS for others to evalute them. 

The whole endeavour is corporate. Particular attentiou has boon given to cry in;; 
problems, but it has been mainly focussed upon vital issues iu their organic con- 
nexion and character. 

The Government claim that not only have they not departed from principles enan- 
ciated by the Indian National Congress, but they have endeavoured to supplement 
them to the best of their ability iu the existing social, economic and political condi- 
tions. They have spared no pains and no money to serve the people. 


The C. P. & Berar Government at Work 


A Six-Monthly Official Review — July — December 1937 

As soon as the Ministry aoceptod office, tho problems affecting tho freedom ot 

press and fieodora of speech claimed its first attentiou. The Govorumunt passed the 

following orders 

(1) The refund to tho koopors of certain printing concerns of securities deposited 
or forfeited under the Press Act. 

(2) Tho release of certain persons bound over under section 107 or 108 of tho 
Criminal Procedure Code for political speeches from the liabilities imposed upon 
them by the bonds they executed and the roletiso of another from the liability to 
execute a bond under section 108 of the same Code and his discharge from prison. 

(3) The remission under section dOl of tho Criminal Procedure Code of the 
i^unexpirod portion of the s'eutence or sentences passed on — 

(c) a person convicted of sedition under section 134-A of the Indian Penal Code, 

(ft) a person convicted in a bomb case under section 110(h) (1) of the Indian 

Penal Code and section 4 (a) of the Explosives Act. 

(c) seven persons who were undergoing rigorous imprisonment for a period 0 . 
fourteen years for having participated in- the lliodii- Muslim riots which 
occurred in Nagpur between tho two communities in 1927. Four of tbeso 
were in the Andamans and three in the Central Jail, Nagpur. 

(4) Cancellation of tho personal bond with two sureties of a person convicted of 
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of improved seed and it is Jiopod to start a namber of seed stores by April or May 
oe^. Iq some the villagers will have their own seed anions and in others, 
seed storm will w ran by Government for snpplytag good seed to outtivators. Whore 
possible improved implements and fertilizers will be sapplied from the seed store. 

Ihe activities of the Fruit Development Board have been extended while provi- 
sion has boon m^e for the establishment of a Potato Research Farm and a storage 
godown in the hills to improve the potato crop of the provinoe. Bettor types of 
balls are bt'ing imported to improve the cattle. With the estoblishment of the 
proposed Central Animal Nutrition Research Institute at Izzatnagar, a suburb of 
Bareilly, the efforts of the Government in this direction will receive great impetus. 
The Government have connocted agrioulture with co-operation. Schemes for conso- 
lidation of holdings and bettor milk-supply for towns are being furthered by Co- 
operative ^cicties. 

The United Provinces Government during the last six months have taokled two 
important industrial issues, tho one relatiug to sugar and tho other to Latour. The 
Sugar Industry of the Uuitod Provinces had grown rapidly indeed. Unhealthy 
compotitiuu among factories had brought the price of sugar to such a low level that 
during tho last crushing season the price obtained by the cultivator hardly covered 
the cost of cultivatiou. 

Since tho two provinces of Bihar and tho United Provinces together awoonut for 
85 per ceut of the productioj of sugar in India tho Governmoni. of the United 
Provinces and Bihar decided to take concerted action. In pursuanoo theroof, tho 
(tovernment of the United Provinces have introduced tho United Provinoes Sugar 
Factories Control Bill, to rcgulato the working of the factories. Tho Rill deals with 
the licensing of sugar factories, the regulation of the supply of sugaioane to facto- 
ries. tho minimum price for sugar and the establishmont of a Sugar Control Board 
and Advisory Committee. The licence will bo granted subject to oertain oonditlona 
relating to tho sale of sugar to the membership of an organization of the iuduBtry 
recognized by the Government and tho quantity of cane to be crushed by tho^ factory. 
These conditions are designed to ensure normal working and at the Same time pro- 
vide cffoctivo control over production of sugar. Membersuip of a control organiza- 
tion is insisted upon in tho interests of supervision and oo-ordination. As reg^s 
the sale of sugarcane, a cane-growor or a cano growers’ co-oporativo society in a 
reserved area will bo given an assurance that his or its cano will be taken by the 
factory at tlie minimum price fixed by the Governmout up to tho prescribed quantity 
of cano in that area. Tho Bill provides that cano contractors should bo licensed and 
should not be allowed to operate in certain areas and thus reduces the middleman’s 
share in tlie supply of cano to the factories. It further provides for the fixation of 
A minimum price for cano iutoudei for u.se in a factory and tho paymmt of 
additional prhio for special varieties of cano. Distribution of sood cane of undesira- 
ble varieties has been prohibited. 

In order to chock the malpractices such as under wtMglimoiit, irrogular payment 
of iho prices of cane, and to regulate the .supply of cano, tho Oovornment took 
special moasures and ai»poiutod a Cane Corami.ssioii«;r and a large staff. Tho cane- 
grower is receiving tho minimum price of 5 aimas in place of the average of about 
2 and half annas ho got last year. 

The Bill furtlior empowers the Governraont to lay down certain conditions with 
regard to liio eraplovmont of laltour io sug.ar factories which aro to bo fulfilled 
before the giant of licenco for crushing cane is given. In short tho cultivator haa 
been assured by the Bill the sale of cane at a fixtsl rate, the labourer his conditioiui 
of work, lionsing and wages and tho industry its development along sound lioes. la 
this connextion it is relevant to note that the (jovernment have ^pointed a com- 
niittee of exports to devise ways ami means of starting the manufacturo of power 
alcohol from molasses and recommend other prolitable uses of tho aamo. 

Sugar industry, however, has not exhausted the Oovernmont a efforts to atimulato 
th<' productive resources of the province. They have approved a ^*hemo for the 
development of the Raw Hide Industry in tho Unito^i ProvinceB, and if foaaiblo, it is 
proposed to combine with this scheme tho opening of tmtional cloaaos m rural 
areas for instruction in tanning. In outline tho scheme is on the one bead to 
carry on intensivo propaganda directed to educating tlu? owners of cattle, toe 
butchers, the tlayers and curers iii correct methods and on tho other, to explain im- 
proved methods of flaving auJ curing by actual demonstration. 

The United Provinces Oovornment have been mindful of the supreme need of 
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revival of domestic industries, among which the production of gkee is the most 
jppo^Qt: A private Bill known as the United Provinces Artificial Ghee Oolonrizip 
non Bill has been oircnlated for opinion. It is intended to stop the adulteration of 
in the province which has so long discouraged the indigenous gh$e 

, Instructions have been issued with regard to the purchase of hand-made stationery 
in genera], as far as possible. The Government have issued orders that every 
effort should be made to purchase in adequate quantities hand-made blotting paper 
and hand-made envelopes for the use of officers and members of the iegislataro. 
. At the same time instructions have been issued that steps should be tidien to im- 
prove the finish and quality of Indian hand- made envelopes and other stationery 
of hand-made blotting paper by improving its absorbent quality. An instructor is 
deputed to .impart necessary training in the hand-made paper industry. 

^ The Government have also issued orders to the departments concerned to got 
into touch with supplies of hand-spun and hand-woven cloth in order that suitable 
arrangements for their supply at a reasonable prico may be made. The policy of 
the Government regarding the use of Swadeshi goods has been emphasizea by 
orders to the effect that whenever foreign articles are purchased a report should bo 
sent to the Governnient with reasons in justification of such action. The Government 
are now committed to the policy of active promotion of Swadeshi goods in general 
and Khadi in partioular. 

The attitude of the Government towards the labour problems of industry is 
equally clear. They stand for the protection of the masses. There were labour 
troubles at Gawnpore, and the Cawnpore Labour Inquiry Committee was appointed 
with Babu Bajendra Prasad as its distinguished Chairman. Its report is under 
preparation. 

In view of the important place fol labour in organized industry aud the 
desirability of dealing with labour problems and difficulties in a systematic manner, 
the Government have brought forward a Bill for the settlement of labonr disputes 
bv oonoiliation. * The Bill provides for setting up a regular machinery for looking 
after the interests of labour and promoting close contact between employers and 
employees. Under the provisions of the Bill a Labour officer would be appointed 
whose duty would be, in the first instance, to get at the root of the trouble by 
detecting abuses and bringing them to the notice of employers. Further, the 
Labour Officer will look after the interest of the employees and act as a welfare^ 
officer in the broadest sense of the term. He will represent the grievances of the 
employees, try to get them redressed and, if possible, will negotiate a settlement. 
The fonotions of the Labour Officer will be to promote harmonious relations 
between employers and their employees, create mutual understanding and goodwill, 
and prevent unnecessary disputes. The Government have already appointed a 
Labour Officer and provided Rs. 10,000 for labour welfare at Cawnpore in their 
last bndget. Besides a Labour Officer, the Bill provides for the appointment of a 
Conciliator when a dispute arises and cannot be settled by the Labour Officer. The 
Conciliator, if his efforts to bring about a settlement are unsucoessful, will advise 
the Government on the matter. 

A Maternity Benefit Bill has been introduced primarily to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Labour in India. The objects of 
this Bill are to prohibit the employment of women in those industries the work in 
which is regulated by law, four weeks after confinement ; to enable them to leave 
woi^k for weeks before oonfinement ; to ensure the cootinuatiou of their service 
during the days of such absence from work and to provide them with financial 
help sufficient to maintain themselves and their children in a healthy condition 
^ring this period. Legislation will bring factories which are already operating 
similar schemes into line with one another. As the total number of women who 
will need such assistance are likely to be small, daring the course of the year, the 
incidence of burden upon the industries that employ women will be small. In 
certain sub-olauses the conditions of the employment of women having children 
We been so improved that the Bill, in certain aspects, can be claimed to have 
gone a few steps beyond the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 

An important assertion of human rights by the Government is the inclosion of 
prisoners within the category of prospective citizens. Apart from reforms in ]»! 
administration, a Borstal Bill for adolescent criminals and another for the afterove 
treatment of prisoners have been introduced. They bid fair to convert the 
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( 3 ) 


(4l 


( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 


( 7 ) 

( 8 ) 
(») 


ImproTement of ran) commanioations and mtor-aapplv. 
lu order to extend ^tlo>breeding operatiom in the proTtnee, it it proponed 
^ Down) forest reeorve nren in tlie Bangor 

district for utilization of a laige scale cattle-breeding farm. 

The establishmont of 60 rural uplift centres to be selected after a oarefal 
aarvey by a trained worker to bo obtained from the All-India Village 
Industries Association or tho All-India Spinners’ Association. These oontrea 
will be scattered ail over the province in order to disseminate new and 
healthy ideas for propaganda purposes. The programme of work will 
inoludo general welfare and sttbsidiary occupation. 

Tho starting of a sheep farm at Ilotul in order to develop sheep-breeding 
on a broad scale by inducing non-migratory flock-owners to take up the 
breeding of pure bred indigenous sheep. 

Tho opening of 80 private demonstration farms for dissommatlog tho know- 
ledge of agricultural improvements. 

The opening of 10 multi-purpose eo-operative societies. These within their 
ambit will include every possible a.spect of tho cultivator’s lifo and will 
endeavour to help him with credit and in removing all matters which make 
farming uneconomic at present. 

Tho opening of 20 outlying veterinary tlisponsarios in charge of csDif’ ><jnder8 
to serve the more remote areas. 

Tho opening of 10 cheap- plan dispensarios. 

The training of village chamars in use of offal and loathor Haying. 

(10) Encotiri^cmeot of khadi. 

(11) Industrial survey. 

(12) Tho opening of a commorciul museum. 

(i:i) Improvement of sericulture. 

(14) Tho Cattle Diseases Act is to be appliod to Haugor and lios)ian^ai*ad districtst 
aud quarantine station.s are to be established in these districts to prevent 
the spread of cattle diseases by migration. 

A radical ro-orgaiiizatiou of the local bodies in tho province is engaging the 
attention of the Hon’blo Minister for Local Self-Qovorumont. Tho rccommoudations 
made by tho Local Sclf-Oovornmcnt Committee appointed by tho Central Provinces 
Logislativo Council are also being examined along with numerous other suggestions 
received by tho present Ministry. Special attention is being paid to a schemo for 
spreading a network of village pan^liayats throughout tlio province. 

A Committee has been very recently appointed with a view to oncourago indi- 
genous systems of medicine and to give them their proper pisco in the Oovernmont 
Scheme of medical aid. 

In tho Forest department the Ministry has undertaken the following jnoasuros 
(a) reduction in privileged ordinary grn/.ing rates by 25 per cent. The value of 
tiiis concession is rupees one lakh : 

{b) allowing free extraction of anola, tcriiiu, roahnn, iclihar and dJibloroou 
and tubers in aboriginal tracts. The value of this concession is Rs. ; 

(c) free removal of grass from certain tracts with an area of 8f7 sqiinro miles. 

It contemplates the following further measures : — 

(1) Reduction of commorciat rates. 

<2) Freo removal of fuel from remote coupes. 

(3) Establisiimout of forest schools in forest villages. 

(4) Simplification of tho graxing rules. i i* # • 

(5) Ekionomy by abolition of two divisions and tho amalgamation of ocitaio 
ranges. 

From tho 1st January the policy of prohibition has boon set in ritual motion mid 
Narsinghpur snb-di vision, tiaugar district, Akot taluo Ihe lladnora, Htocangnat 
and Katoi industrial areas have boon declaic<l dry. Tho Ministry cxpec^ts iwl co- 
operation of tho public in tho carrying out of this polii^ and the tion M toe 
Minister for Excise has already visited Akot, badnera, 

Hinganghat with the object of impressing upon the pooplo the boneuta oi prouimuon. 

In the Commeroe and Industry Department, the Hie? 
encoorago and foster indigenous indastriCT. Whilo P**®**^!®: 
tiou to achieve this obji'ct, a beginning htt been made to impart t.aiiitpg in tne 

37 
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cottee or home industries. A cisss has been opened at Doori in the Bhan,i 
dis^ict for the trraine of aboriginals in basket and mat making. 

to tne Pablic works Department, a notification has been issued drasticallv r*wi 
mg the wa^ rates in the Blahanadi, Khamne and Uaniary canaImS S?i??- 
tb<m in ethers are under consideration. Simuarly, encouragement hubeenm^ ° 
to local contractors in the dopartmont. -n « uwn given 

The Minisfoy has always been anxious to reduce the cost of administraiinn .* 
order to be able to roleaso more money for nation-building departments as I” 
relievo unemployment. With this end In view and as announced in the AssemhlS 
during the lut Budget Session, a strong represontativo Economic Committee w 
been appointed to suggest ways and moans for economising the expendiSre it • 
hoped that as a resuR of the deliberations of this committee, some subitanri 1 
^ w Another step taken in this direction is that offiJe? 

who have comploted 25 years service and who have been placed at efiicionev' 

Slilln ' Officers who have completed 25 years service have Wn 

fi»ven the option of retiring on full pension. 

I W Government Pleader for the High Court of Judicature at Nacuur La* 
been abolished with effect from 2nd January. The services of Public ProsSr. ^ 
the Province have been terminated with effect from the 7tli January 1938 an'I if 
has been decided to make fresh appointments without any retaining fees, and \vit' 
casorfees, at revised rates. The question of overhauling the institution of Honoian 
Magistrates was taken up and as many as 325 out of 171 Honorary MagistrSes 
the Proyinco have been asked to resign. The important problem of s^aratioo of 
the Judiciary frona the Executive is under consideration and it will not be Jon-^ 
before some decision will be taken up finally iu the matter. 


The Bombay Government at Work 


A SiX'Monthly Official Review — July — December 1937 

Six montiis is a short period over which to fake stock of and appraise u 
Government's achievements. Most of its plans are necessarily in the stage of 
incubation because they require legislativo saui;iiou niid iegislatiou is a Icu^'tiiy 
process, but Government has been able to achieve a groat deal by executive orders 
during the few months it lias been iu power. 

The present Ministry took offico on July 19, 1U37. Tlio strongin ot the uon^'ro- 
Party in the Legislaturo then was 8G in the Lowor House of 175 mcuQber.s aud 1:^ 
in the Upper Bouse of 30 members. Its strength in tlio Assembly later iucioaseii 
bv three and in the Council by one and at tlio end of six months tli(^ Party liaJ 
89 members in the Legislative Assembly and 14 members iu the Lgi-slativ:- 
Council. 

Tho Ministry consists of the following Ministers • 

Fortfolioa 

The Honourable Mr. B. G. Klior- (Prime Minister). Political and Kel’orms, 

Education and Labour. 

Tho Honourable Mr. A. B. Lattlio— Finance. 

The Honourable Mr. K. M. Munshi— Homo and Law. 

The Honourable Dr. M. D. Gilder— -Health and Excise, 

The Honourable Mr. Morarji R. Desai--Re venue, Rural Development aud 

Agiiculturo. 

The Honourable Mr. M« Y. Nurio— Public Works. 

The Honourable Mr. L. M. Patil— Local Self-Qoverumeut and Miscellaneous. 

Parliafnentary Secretaries 

QulxarHal Nanda, Esq., Mrs. Hansa Mehta, B. M. Qopte, Esq., M. P. Patil Esq 
T. R.‘ Nesvi, Esq., B. S. Hiray, Esq. 
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riotiog in oonnecUon with the Moae) Mill strike and the remMoii of the finoa 
imposed on five other strikers. 

(5) Tho caaoellation of the notifications directing cortaln cinematogrimh films TO 
bo nocortifiou in tho whole of the Central Provinces and ]^rar. 

(6) ^0 issue of special instructions for stopping petty local tyrannv hv aabop- 

dinate officials. * ^ ^ 

(7) Instructions have been issues to the District Magistrates that applioatfona for 
the grant or renewal of licences under the Arms Act should be dealt Uth on their 
merits and that the participation of an applicant in the civil diaobedionoe movement 
should not by itself be regarded a^ a disqualification for a licence. 

(g) Orders were issued for tho refund to the Tilak Vidyalsya, Nagpur, of a aum 
of Rs. 539-1 1 'O being the amount realized by Government from the side prooeeda 
of the property confiscated from the Tilak Vidyaiaya during the Civil DiaoWieaoe 
Movement of 1932. 

(9) It has been decidod uot to send any prisoner to the Andamans. 

(10) As promised by the Ilon’blo tho Prime Minister in the Assembly on the 
debate on the adjournment motion regarding election to the Bllaspur Qeoew Rural 
CoDStituoDcy, a committee will enquire into tho grave allegations made against 
Government servants in connection therewith. 

(11) As promised in the Assembly by the Hon’ble tlio Prime MiolUAr on the 
n^solution for instituting an enquiry idto the causes of the communal disturbance at 
Jubbulporo, an enquiry has been field. 

(12) It has boon decided that tho official move to Pachmahri be dlaoontlnuad as 
such, but all tho Ministers, Secretaries and Heads of Departments who wish to go 
to Fauhmarhi may do so, provided they pay their own expenses and those of any 
staff which they take with them. 

(13) Tho Tenancy Act has been amended to provide a penalty for Ugar taken 
by landlords. 

(14) Orders have beou uassod direiUing tho refund to tho organUor and proprie- 
tor of Asahayog Ashram, Nagpur, of a sum of Ks. 63 (Rniiees sixty-three) being the 
iiraount realized by Oovornmeui from the sale proceeds of the property confiscated 
from tho ashram during the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1933. 

Tho problem of t)ie peasantry and tho land also received tho earnest auenUon ui 
the Ministry. Although the question of granting adequate relief to the agriculturists 
is still under consideration, the followtug measures already introduced by the Gov- 
ernment wiil give a fair idea of its anxiety to relievo the address of tne agrioul- 
turists 

(1) (joveriiraent has issiiou instruction to its olfieors to ensure that hardships of 
the i*evonui;-paviiig classi-s are minimi/.*'!, pressiiie is not to bo exercised where 
tboie is i wisou' to boliMve that tli.i *lt*faulter h.is u-»t paid owing to circamsta^os 
beyond his controi and the issue of coercive urooessi*s limited tie tho class of wilfial 
defaniters. 

(2) Oidci-s have also hocii issnuu rr'. entiy that in Horar division atlacluuenls 
cilhoi of iiiovahle or immovable property slioul*! not be ordered during tho period 
from 1st duly to 31st October for the roi!ov**ry of land revenue and taccavi arreari 
aii«l that no sale should take place either of movable oi immovable property during 
the poriod when the cultivator is busy with crop. 

(3) In tiro Central Provinces proper, oriers were issued that whore the malgu- 
/.ar has, for reasons beyond hi-s control, been uiiahle to collwt sufficient of fhe reuta 
duo to him to pay lii-s laud rjfvenue, he sliouM be allowed time to pay his royeouu 
.suRicient to enable him to collect the ne^^^^sal•y fooportion of the rent oolleotieo of 
f»0 per cent ()f rent being considered sufilcieiit to pay tUe iostalmout of revenue, 
ill tho collection of taccavi iu the Central Piovinces, it has been ordered that 
revoiuie officers should use their discretion to avoid the sale of property of tenants 
with crop on the ground (during the rains) unhas the default is clearlv wilful, 
Kfftjfts iiavo been and will coatiiiuo to be made constantly to oxamtim complMBts jo 
order to ensure that those instructions are followed in tho spirit as well •• the 

luttcr. . I j I m 

(4) Tho liberal system of remissions and suspensions of land roveoue la force 
was continue. All susjionded arrears in exews of one yev s aemiDd are now 
automaticslly written off. Old arrears aro coustanfU examined and writto off when 
over recovery becomes difficult or buidensomix Tbo moro 

suspension of half the demand is giantod wbee tbo crop is below Re. O-B-O ana fnL 
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snsiMiisioa when the crop is less than Be. 0-6-0 applies to the whole protiace 
Re. 0-8-0 represents 61 per cent of a normal crop, and relief thus begins at aii 
earW etue. 

(5) Iiccari loans are advanced on liberal scale. In the Berar, Nagpur and 
Chbattifmh divisions, OoTomment meets all reasonable demands from oiUtivitors 
It is only in the Jubbulpore division where taccavi outstandings are Bs. 90 lakhs 
that aiiy attempt to curtail tenants* requirements to the minimum is made. 

(6) In the execution of decrees transferred to Collectors, instructions have been 
issued to ensure that scales fetch reasonable prices (reserve prices at three-fourths the 
full market prices are usually fixed). 

(7) The minimum r^uiremcnts of agricuhural produce continue to be oxemutcd 
from attachment by Civil Courts under section 6I of the Civil Procedure Cede. 

(8) Debt eonciliation boards have completed their .work in 7 tashils aud 50 
boards are nov working in 50 tashils. 

(0) Deferred payment of grazing dues is sanctioned in areas where crops havt^ 
been indifferent. 

.(10) Government has established sixteen land mortgage banks for the provision 
of long-term credit at a low rate of interest. Three more have been set up. 

(11) Government has decided to effect a permanent reduction of laud revenue 
to the extent of four aud a half lakhs of rupees a year to be given away at a flat 
rate of 12 and a half per cent to the small holders as follows 

(1) Central Provineee. — Ks. 2,45^24 or roughly Rs. 4,90,448 m rents to he 
distributed among the smaller tenants throughout the Central Provinces. The 
area of a '^Small holding” varies from tract to tract and details have been worked 
cut and announced. 

(it) Berar.— Its. 2,04;?76 have been given away to the smaller occupants in all 
alienated villages at the same rate. The area of the “Small holding” which will 
qualify for reduction has been announced. 

(ill) Orders have been issued reducing by 25 per cent the onhancemeut 
impost at the recent revision settlement m the seven taluqs of Berar which is 
esomated to cost the exchequer above three lakhs of rupees. 

(iv) Farther, the pressure of rents In the Jubbufpore, Sihora and Patan tahsils 
of the Jubbulpore district, and the Narsioghpur 8ub-divi<^'«''n is under examination 
and relief will shortly be announced. 

(12) This Oovernmeut has passed many enactments designed to ease iodebted- 
ness in the province. This province is far ahead of any other in the matter of 
debt conciliations. The province has been visited by representatives of other 
provinces to get an insight into the workiog of debt conciliation boards, while 
enquiries on the subject are beiaig made from other provinces. The Central 
Provinces Protection of Debtors Act is the only ooe of its kind in India. The 
work of conciliation has been fiuisbed in seven tahsils and debts to the extent ef 
four crores of rupees have been conciliated, resulting in a reduction of about 47 
per cent, in his budget speech the ilou’blo the Finance Minister has already 
announced that all grazing dues of two aunas and above for ordinary and privileged 
cattle will be reduced by 25 per ceut. Government is even at prc.sent considering what 
steps should bo taken to reduce effectively the 4obts of agriculturists. 

Id the sphere of education, several scliemes are on the anvil. The Vidya Mandir 
Scheme has been prepared by the Ilon'ble the Education Minister and will 
facilitate tho spread of mass education. This scheme has already caught 
the imagination of the people, who, it is hoped., will givo a ready and wide 
response to it It is also proposed to establish 50 «^ult .schools under tho district 
councils in the province and 5 such schools are be opened in the Nfq^pur town 
itself. Forty-six new primary schools are to bo opeued in the BeiiiJ district for the 
aboriginal tribes with an annual grant of Ks. 25,000 to the district coqaei! 
for the purpose. Schemes for tho iutrod action of compulsory education have been 
invited for consideratioo. The Government has already appointed a Physical 
Uplift Gommittee with the object of suggesting ways and means to improve the 
physique of students in schools and its rcuott is under consideration. Another 
oommittee called the Visual Inatruotiou Committee has also been appointed to 
devise ways for adult education by means of cinema lilms Us report is wso under 
oonaideratiou. 

Out of the earmarked net excise revenue which will bo made available daring 
1936-39 the foUowing rural uplift schemes will bo undertaken 
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A SIX-MONIBLY OFFICIAL BEVIEW 


KeSIOVAL of RBbTRICnOXS ON* PrESS^ BTC. 

Oi)c of the first tasks of tho Government was to revise or rescind the uUliieroas 
orders issaed oy former Governments under the emcrKciicy aud other taws, in the 
course of their struggie with Congress. Thu orders regardi^ tho de|>osit of 
security by news|ia|>ers and printing presses were uaucolled. This results in tho 
refund of securities amounting to lis. 2;),U00 to two oewspt|»ors and five 
presses and in tlio withdrawal of nt»tic(*s demanding secnrities of about Ra. 64,000 
from 19 newspapers aud 9 printing presses. 

At one stroke Government lifted tlje ban on 227 associations declared unlawful 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act. This was followed a little later by the 
removal of a similar ban of live other associations condemned because uf commu- 
nistic teiideucies. .... ^ i 

The ban on certain literature was lemovid and many putUeations dwiariKi 
forfeited were allowi'd to be sold or publislied. The i»>triction8^imposed on 20 
films connected with Mahatma Gandiii’s activities vveie cancelled. So also the ban 
on the film “Pandit .lawahai lal’s mes.sago’‘ was lemoved. 

Goveruroent removed the restrictiuus which debarred certain ncwPiUiKis from 
receiving official advortisements. . 

Government ordered the return of moneys aiul moveable property (if still lu tntir 
pf'ssessiou or the sale proceeds, if sold), forfeited under iJio Urdiiiauees and the 
Oiimiual Ijiw Amendment Act in cousequeuee of the civil disobedience movement. ^ 
Two political prisoners, 1*. M. Baput and V. 15. Gogate iBir lirnest Jiotson a 
assailant) were released, while the seuleiices of line iinposed on two nolilieal worKcMS 
and one mill woiker were remitted aud the fiuc'. it paid, were ortk*red to bo refunaeo. 
A bond executed by a political woiker under Si'ction 125, CJriniinal I icwediiio ^de, 
was also ordered to be cancelled. Further, all lestrictious imfiostd under Section 4 
of tho llombay Special (Emergency) l*owois Act, 1932, cir certain political woikers 
aud labour leadtMS were removed. 


Thus withio three months of the Ministry’s faking 
single order issued by tho Bombay Government under 
any restraint on. individuals or associations. 

8ix prisoners who hud boon convicted in connection 
liiofs of 1919 weie also r(?leaseJ, 


(jffite lliero was left not a 
the emergency laws ta{K>BiDg 

with Abmedabad-Virumgam 


Jails 

Tim roorganisation of tho prison sjMiin lias mgagoJ the 
(;o»ernm«ut. Tho lovisiou of the Jail Manual ^ 

am) stops have boon takou to uviso tho iiilcs govoniing biib-.la s awl ^li-n|is, 

Tho quoslion of proruotiug jatl iikIuMU's '“f « ?i™iuo<l Tho 

omploying prisoiieis on more nimiii. raiivo laloiir is i„i„ inJ 

|.<.saibility of iutrodiuing Khmli pio.luot..;ii in J«!l'*' sUo?t"v 

spinoing has already been intioducvd in ^eruula kiiiMilt Jail, lb . . . . X 

bit a tJonvfcts him Colony uf . \h»|.«r. Ibo «'»l.t.ons 

romissioiis aro given being ocBSidcna ‘'‘ mJ '^ 1 * Ilio rulo* wlwro 

have boon instructod to put op proposals for altoia ons in llio nUiJ wiwre 

noecssary. The riUos rigaiding jail visiiois “"'i * 
to asaouiating, whore possible, nmnltia if tho l.igislaiuit with iheM. 


Police 

mat should bo tho conduct of ‘Jlf if V ^luns^^2f'^rt«‘«^ 
was explained by '***5 ihe law by all meaoa without 

t^oufereuee id Poona. He urged 1^**^ thi»ir lluti s in a spuit of servico to tho 
fear or favour. They should nerfoim * *1"**^**, uY Ipwc^ ond ootlou. 

from the public at Diynh or on by tbo pertow con- 

Orden baro ^n issued lor n^renewed tor HijticiMlioB to 

•* ««, tf «« to 

the ponoosioo of GovemiBont 
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CoiairKAL Tension 
the preKeiit rioverijmeiit ahsiimcii office, then? was imiLh c< ii:rmiiial 
hei»<X esuresst’d in the press and elsewhere eugeudcred mostly hy the ^SonYa-Marl•.^i 
Temple dispute in roona. One of the first steps taken !>>■ (Jovenimeiil was to 
severe warning to cummunalists who w'ere plainly told that (loverument wijul i 
take every stop to prevent the dissemination of communal hatred and of i 
involving violence. The elYect of this warning was most noticeable. The tune i.f 
the press immediately improved, and the Ilome Minister ' was able to record witlijn 
a short while a full settlement of the long-standing temple mosque dispute at i'ooiia 
hy tho mutual agreement of the two communities. 

Later twenty-two prisouers convicted in connection with tho Sonya Maruti Tcinplo 
Pispute in Poona and al.so 2 prisoners convicted in connection with tho riots in 
Surat were relea.sed 

Gpvcrnment have considered the advisululity of i revising the 'Jicscnt )'olicy regard- 
ing the Criminal Triln-s. They liave appointed a Committee to depart on the entin? 
problem iucludiiig tlie amcudmetits of tho Criminal Tribes Act. Tliat the piublom is 
not an easy one is clear from tlie icccni trouble at the Shulapur Criminal TiiIk.'s 
• ettlemout arising from tlie aotivifics of Ifed flag Icadcis and (lovoiument had (o 
.ave recourse to section 141 of the Ciiminal rroccdure Code and tl»e Criminal huw 
Amendment Act to coiiliol the violent tendencies e.vhibitcd by tho Tribes in responsi* 
to outside insiiiration. Tho eftVet of these nieasuiis was \ciy satisfactory, and iiui* 
mal condifions were soon reslond. 

It has been decideil to abolish Benches of llt nciaiy 3kliigi.‘-f rates in tlic Provijici' 
excluding Bombay City. 

The Government are exploring the jossil-ilili ts < f stiaiaurg judicial and execu- 
tive functions. Thi.s reform is one that uqUiics caii'/ul examinuliou. The subiect 
is being studied iu detail with leferenei to the disliicts ci Ahmedabud and Tooiia 

W.vuxiNi. T" Ofuculs 

The uccessity for Oovorumuut officers tieatirg .numVeis of tlie public approuLhiiig 
them on business witli courtesy and j idirptitude has bi en stionply imphasised in 
a circular letter. Officials have been waimd against conuption of all. kinds including 
the use of tuiblic conveyances without ;i a>ing full fau*. free atlrnissicu to places of 
eiiturtainmont and leceiving fieo piH)visioiJS and seivitcs when touring. 

Heads of Pepartments have bceJi iofoizued that landiJatis f(»r .admission into the 
public service should not be ngaiU<'d as dis(iuuliiied for appuintuicnt by rcuf^on only 
of fho fact that they took part in the civil tiisoUdieiue movement rr other Congress 
activity. 

Gfficors leaving their Station on fraiisfcr. leave ilc. arc foil-iddcu to accept any 
fai'ewdll cutcrtainuieut from the memln YAi .cf tJieii’ i specially low paid 

Land Revenue ano j(ufi.\L iNnEiiTEDNiiss 

All authorised arrears of rovonuo outstanding on lilst duly lOliC were icniittal. 
Auihormed arrears consist of land icveune whiei) is not collecied m the year iu 
which U falls due owing to poor crops. AH olhci an cars of rtwemic due ficni 
agriculturisits iiavo been subjected to u close cxaiidsuvtion with a xiew to the t({uii- 
able adjustmeut of burdens to the presint cajiacity ol the ryots. Thus the tagw 
dues in tlie Dhaudhuka taluka have Ucu scaled down and further orders will 
shortly issue. 

Government have framed a |)iogramme of revision of the Land Kevenuo system 
4 md other measures afTccting the rural econenjy and will shortly iutioduce ns a first 
instalment Bills to govern the settlement of’ land revenue and provide security for 
tenants and a Bill to piovide for the conciliation of debts, rending enactment ui 
these provisions, an emergency Bill has been passed as indicated below to prevent 
the interim eviction of certain classes of laiidholdeis and tenants. Executive orders 
have boon issued in order to restrict as much as possil4e the eviction of landholders 
for failure to |my Goverumeut dues and sums recoverable as laud revenues 
arrears. . 

Tho present iiositiou of the co-operative movemout and Ite future lines oi 
development have bcea carefully examined by the Ifegistrar of Oo-operativc 
Hocietios and the Hamiging Director of the Pioviucial Co-opeiativc Bank who 
presented a joint refiort. The a^port covers the wliole field of co-operation. 
ment believe that the orders which will shortly issue on the.se reoommenuauon!* 
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The Petty nomin^ Mr. 0. V. Mevlenker for the spoekership of the Aseembly 
while two other rival croups also put up their nominoes. Tho latter eventnaily 
witlidrew and Mr. Mavluiikar was elected unopposed. The Party's uOmmeo. Mr. 

(}. Joslii, was olectod unopposed as the Deputy StKsaker. 

In the Legislativo Council the Congress Party’s nominee Mr. M. M. Pakvasa 
was elected nnopposod as Prosidoiit, whilo for tho offico of Deputy President the 
Congress candidate Mr. R, G, Soman was oicctcd by a majority of* 4 votes acainst 
his rival, Mr. S. C. Joshi. 


Work in Lkcislaturi: 

Tho Opposition in the Assembly is not drawn from oao party. It is made up 
of several groups. The Muslim League has 24 mombors, tho Indepimdont Ijabour 
l*aity 14, tho Progross l*arty 12, tho Peasants and Pooplo's Party 11, the 
Peasants and Workers’ Party 0. tho Dcmoeratic Swaraj Party 5 and iiidopoudents 
jl. Tho Cougross Party though it commaudod only a bare majority over all 
parties, h.vl no dinieulty lu carrying through all its proposals. The lowest vote on 
record in tho iirst session was 83 against 47 and the highest was 116 ^ain-.t 18. 
Tho session recorded 11 divisions and in all these tho various oppositivii groups 
voted w'itli Governmeut when tiieir interests demanded. 

Immodiately after tho election of tho Speaker, Deputy Speaker. Prosidcot and 
Deputy Prssidout. tlio Legislature was adjourned for about three weeks to enable 
the Cabiuet to frame its budget for the last six months of tho lioanoial year. This 
was preseiic to tho Assembly on August 17 and being tho first brought forward 
by a Congress administration in India it attracted much attontioo. The Finanoe 
Minister's spooeh outliuod tho following programme 

1. A reduction of expenditure by about Rs. G lakhs including a out in the 
salaries of Miiiistors, i’rcsidcut. Legislative Council, and t>^p3akor, Legislative 
Assembly to tho extent of Us. 1,31,000 and in contingent and travelling expenditure. 

2. Abolition of grazing foes at a cost of R$. 6>( lakhs. 

3. Remission of land rovcuuo to tho extent of Rs. 16 lakhs. 

4. Provision of Rs. 10 lakhs for village water supply. 

5. Allotment of Ks. 1,50,000 fur cottage industries. 

6. A special provision of Rs. 40,000 for tho advancement of education among 
the Ilarijaiis aiicl another provision of Rs. 10,000 for physioai culture and Rs. 
10.000 for adult education. 

7. Complete prohibition. 

8. Schemes to be framed for rural economy, equitable adjustment of taxation 
and other allied measures for the relief of tho ryot. 


I^.r,]SLAT10.V 


In the courso of the budget discussion important ^proDouncemeot of policy in 
regard to land roventio, rural development, excise, oivii liberties and eduoation were 
made by the Governiueiit but legislation was confined to throe or four minor moa- 
sores requiring immediate attention 


(1) Tho first dealt with tho removal of disqualifieitioo of members who could 
not sit in tho Lcgislaluro while holding certain **offioes of profit '* under the 
Crown. 

(2) The second determined the salaries of the Ministers which were fixed at 
Rs. 500 a mouth with a house aliowanees of Rs. 100 and a conveyance allowiaoe 
of Rs. 150 

13) Tho third fixed the salaries of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker and of 
the Presidcut and the Deputy President, The Speaker and tlie I resident were 
the same salaries and allowances as the Ministers, but the Deputy opeaker and toe 
Deputy President only Rs. 100 a month. 

The fourth fixed the salaries an 
<5 a month pins Rs. 3 a day for the 


t 7 "^**** fourth fixed the salaries and altowances of l|*o,Memto of the 


time spent in attonding the Legislative 


session. 


Co.v8nTUK!rT AssmiBLV 

Two resolntions of outstanding impOTtance wore moved by ClovmmMt 
pasaed in the coarse of the — «* - 

nnd read as follows 


s^oribie first related to the Goostitnent AaMBWy 
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'^Tbls Assembly is of opinion that tho Ooverument of India Act, 1935, in no wav 
represents the will of the Nation and is wholly unsatisfactory as it has been desisoeii 
to perpetuate the subjection of the people of India. Therefore, tho Assembly jc 
further of opinion that the said Act* should bo repealed and replaced by a Constitation 
framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise, which 
allows the ' Indian people full scope for development according to their needs and 
desires.” 

Only two of tho party groups, the Progress Parly and tlio Peasants and People'c 
Patty opposed the motion. The Muslim League and the Democratic Swaraj Partv 
were agreed upon the first part of the rcsohitiou but tabled amendments to th'f 
latter part. These were defeated by large majorities, the Muslim League’s Amend- 
meat by 106 votes against 33 and that of tho Democratic Swaraj Party by 113 votes 
against 11. Government carried the main resolution by OG votes against 43. 

The exposition of the Congress standpoint was given by the Prime Minister. 
Ho made it clear that nationalist India would not bo sati.sfied until it obtained 
‘Turna Swaraj”. No constitution was going to be acceptable to tho bulk of tb** 
nation unless it provided full scope for development according to its needs and 
desires and such a constitution could only be framed by the representatives of a!! 
the people of tho country chosen on an adult franchise. 'T would make one final 
appeal to the honourable members” said Mr. Khcr winding up Die debate, ^*that thev 
keep all these small differences aside for tho moment and agree to tho Constituent 
Assembly coming into being when all matters of disiuitc can and will be settled 
and decided by mutual agreement by mutual negotiation. To-day lot us agree that 
the only constitation that will be accoptablo to all those who arc working for com- 
plete independence for political progress for the political emancipation of the people 
and to all those who expect and demand the fullest liberty, will be a eoiistitutioo 
which will be framed by a Gonstituoat Assembly”. 

:R£SToration of Lands 

The second resolution moved by the llonourabie Mr. Morarji Desai, Revenue 
Minister, read 

*'Thi8 Assembly accepts the policy of repurchasing ui the cost of G'verumciit 
lands and other immovable properties forfeited and sold in eonscquetice of tho Civil 
Disobedience Movement with a view to their restoration to the original holders ui 
their heirs free of oocupaney price.” 

Xhero was no serious opposition to the motion, for it was generally realised that a 
d'soussion would only reopen old wounds. Tho Minister said that tho Congress 
was based on a broad sense of justioe and equity, nor was it without precedents in 
British history. It was a question of doing justice to people who had suffered for 
their country. Tho resolution was carried by an overwliolming majority. 

Civil Liberty 

The attitude of the Congress Government towards civil liberty was o.Kp]ainyd hy 
the Honourable Mr. K. M. Munshi, Homo Minister, in tho course of a debate iu m 
Legislativo Assembly on this subject. He said that the Government were noxious to 
see that no injustice was done to any political worker so long as he was non-violoci 
and to carry out the election pledges to tho host ot their ability. ^Congress stands 
for the liberty of the individual because it has an unshaken faith in dcmocr^y anii 
non-violenoe,’^ said the Minister. ^'Liberty for us is not a mattor of material benent. 
It is not a matter to bo weighed in the scales of a materialistic iuterpretatiou o. 
history, liberty with ns has its own charms. To speak, to act, to breathe u^er 
the government of Ood and the law is a sacred privilege. We befievo in u irrospw* 
tive of tAe bwefit it brings with it, and to the last breath every Congressman, 
who believes m democracy will stand by liberty irrespective of anything elso. 

“Civil liberty is really the foundation of democratic Government. Demoerwv 
impites a laith which society can evolve gradually and by mutual cl\Bciission v 
persuasion rather than by breaking each other’s heads. But civil liberty 
supposes that there most be an atmosphere of non-violence in which PCopic ^ 
discuss each oner’s opinions freely without physical violence or the ooemioa 
tile iadividual or mass violence. That is a fna&nental limitation of pnooipn 
of olvil Ton oanoot have oivil liberty in an atmosphere sarobargea wi 

violeooo and exoitemeat sooh as a breach of the peace. 
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together with admin isti'ative and other an*aogemeat8 which they hav»' in Tiew will in 
coarse of time bring to the movement the new life which it so badly requires. 

RsiXSTATEUENt OF VILLAGE OFFICERS 

Ooverament have issued orders that |iarlio.ipation in the civil disobedience move- 
ment or other Congress activity should not be regarded as a disqualifioation for service 
as kulkarni, patil, inferior village servant, or the like, and that everv t^ndeavour should 
be made to reappoint kulkarnis, patils aud inferior village servants who lost their 
posts owing to such participation at the first opportunity which presents Itself, provi- 
ded i*eappointmeut is otherwise uiiobjectionuhle and does not involve passing over others 
with superior claims. 

Restoration of Vataxs and In am Lands 

Orders have also been issued for the restoration of cash iillowances niid VaUn and 
Inara lauds forfeited foi- participation in the civil disobedience movement. Thera are 
only very few cases of forfeiliire still outstanding wliii li will be dealt with sb:«.;|y, 

Orazixi. Fees 

Ooviunment have abolished, with eifejit from 1st July 1U:17, the grazing fees for 
village cattle of forest and uou-fure-it villager, sheep and goats and non- village cattle. 

rRoJIllUfloN 

Government have decided on u policy of cuinplett' prohibition of the sale and con- 
sumption of alcoholic drinks, opium and hemp drugs. As a first instalmoiit a consi- 
derable reduction of toddy bootlis was carried out in Bombay City and several sliopH 
which wero within 100 yards of and iu the samo street as templos, mosques, schools 
and hospitals wero oithor cancelled or removed. For next yoar the programme 
includes the constitution of tbu wboio of Alimodabad City and suburbs as a **dry” 
or no-Iiccnsc area. In addition, three rural dry areas, cousisting of two talukas uaoii, 
will be created, ouo in Gujarat, oue in the Deccau, aud one in the Karnatak. In 
other areas a large number of lediiiidant shops, i.e. shops which can be closod with- 
out driving people to illicit souicos of supply will be (dosed. FurtluT shops and 
bootlis will lu remov(‘d beyoud 100 yards in the same stieet of templos, mosques, 
schools and hospitals. Siiops will also be moved away from milks and factories. 
Further eiperlmeiits under contemplation are the closure of shops on mill pay days, 
tiic sale of liquor in certain aieas only in scaled bottles for consumption off the pro- 
misos, etc. An enei>;otic campaign ba.s been inaugurated to stop thu adulteration of 
toddy with deleterious suhstanoes. 


VlLLA'.K iW.lTMi SUi'PLV 

The provision of Rs. 10 bikli^ f.»r the iiiiproviiiieijt ol vilUge water supply has 
be»*n distribute'l aiiioii!.; llie Revenue division". a«’e«.udii»e to iieed.^. SpL^aal instructions 
linve been issued t'» sei-ure tlu* fiet.* (MiioMiieut id public widls and tanks hy the 
llarijaus on tlie vune teini" as pi isoiis ln-b.nitiiie to <dljiT roiiimiinities. Wheiv there 
i" reason to apprehend tiiat the evidiin- disabiliries ol these i lasses in any partieular 
\iU:ure are likely to eiTitinut, either i!'» niMtiey will I**' spi.*nt in that, viihige from the 
iii iiiV (d Ks. id lakhs Ol, whe,,. the needs are pie:,>,in,u. the money will Iw spent 
solely for piovidin;- sperial driakim* waies taeilitii- for the H' hediiled Chisses. In 
utili.sine tlie sperial ^-rant bu wider -jq»plv tJovernineiit have advised the <.‘OiiverHloii 
of step wells into draw wells and tlie r-in-t ru. tion of bunds across rivers and streams. 

Ivdioknols Meoioixe 


A seheiiie fur the registration of pr^ titiuiici 
has been devirsed aiid a bill on the lines of tlie 
pre.sented to the legislatuie shortly. 


s in indigenous .svsh'nis of medieiiiu 
Bombay Medi .al Act of 1912 will be 


Madkal Aid 


(*ovornm 9 nt have also considered a number of schemes for the advancomeat of 
medical aid in rural areas. 

It is propossd to oxtoiid the schemes (or the suhsidisinR ol m^ioBljtrMtilioaen 
in rur^ areas and the appointment of nurses and midwivex at local hoard diapen- 
iories and to improve the supply of instromonu to local bodioa diMpeoaanas. 
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In Bombiy city the primary concern of the Oovernment is to find funds to main, 
tain the 300 additional beds for which accommodation is available tinder the Gover- 
nor’s Hospital Fund Scheme. 

The road policy has already been revised. It has been decided to construct, im. 
prove and modernise the trunk roads and also to modernise coads in and near towns 
whioh are subjeoted to heavy traffic. The work of modernising the Bombay Poona 
Road which is estimated to cost about Rs. 30 lakhs is proposed to be taken up from 
next year. 

.Qoveromoat have drawn up a seven year programme of ^'competitive”, “feeder" 
and "other” roads. The programme is proposed to be taken up from the year ] 939-40 

A special provision ox Rs. 3j/ lakhs has boon made for tho constructioo of roads 
leading to villages. 


Mosques at Aiimbdnaoar 

Orders have been issued to ilie local officers for the immediate restoratioD to the 
Muslims of Abmodnagar of tho Malik Ambar’s Kali Ma.sjid and the Sunberi Masjid 
and tho reservation of Ek Qumbazi Masjid for religious use of tho Muslim memhors 
of tho City Police force at Abmodnagar. Tho rcstoratiou of tho Civil Jail and 
Record Room adjacent to the Kamant Masjid and Imampur Masjid will be 
within a period of 3 yoais. 

Electric Supply undertakimos 

Under clause if of flio Schedule to tho Indian Electiicity Act, 1910, a special 
auditor has boon appointed to examine and audit the accounts of the electric supph 
undertakings in the Province and to submit a rtport to Government on tho truo 
financial position of eaoh undort:iking. 


Ipriqation 

Tho entire policy of irrigation is under revision. Government have appoiniod a 
oommitteo to oxamine the wliolo question. It is proposed to provide greater facilities 
for water supply in canal areas and if possiblo to xeduco tho water rates. Govern- 
ment are oousidoring a scticmo for the expansion of water supply in the dry dis- 
triot of Bijapur and adjoining aroas by lifting wator from the river beds by wind- 
mills. 

A scheme for consitructing storago tanks and reservoirs for increasing the water 
supply of tho Konkan is also nndor contomplation. 

Oovernroent has decided to undertake a regular programme for repairing and 
keeping efficient all existing minor irrigation works and for ■construction of new 
minor irrigation works, especially in aroas subject to frequent scoroity of rainfall 
and to carry out the programme vigorously. Substantia] grants are being pmvidid 
in the cstimatos of 19.18-39 for the purpose and ail necessai y proliimuaries in pur- 
suance of .the programme are being undertaken. 


Education 

Tho pcdicy of the Mluisftiy in regard to education was defined before the Legis- 
latni'e. It was to evolve a truly national cducatiou and with this end in view 
sohemes are beiqg devised to reform both Primary and Secondary education. The 
entitw system of primary oduoatioa, K has been said, needs to be overhauled. 
Sohemes for expansion, consolidation and bettor control w'ill be woikoa out. 

a 9 existing control raachincry -wrll be so revised as to bo both effective ana 
ciont. . 

It has also been decided to convert some of tho Government Secondary scniwib 
acTOrding to local conditions into technical and vocational schools, primary 
inwtutions and high schools for girls and the remaining schools will be 
to private agenmes, such transfer being conditional upon such agencies naving 
adequate resources, assisted by gnmts-in-aid if necessary, to ensuro the maiotenaow 
of the transferred institutions in a state of efficiency. kveiril 

The oommittee appointed to diaw up a scheme for tho introduction ox pop'^ 
eduoatioii ia piuaarj and secondary schools has .submitt^ Us report wbicn 
under exantefioo. 

Committees have been appointed to advise Government on the question^^^*^ 
vocational trainina for Iots and girls in pnoary aobooia, on tba training of prunw^ 
teaohora and on the of adolt odnoaBon. 
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The amoDdment of the Primjirv Educntioii Act has bjon takon in liand and it is 
hop^ to iatrodaco the ainoniin^ Uill in the Budget session of the Assembly. 

SxuDENis and Discipuni: 

(jovernmout have also is->iiod* orders the previous rates and orders 

rc^iarding discipline in educational institutions, and school rB:istor.s, teacliers and 
l>LM'SOn.s at study over 18 are beiii;; allowe.l the liberty to attend all public meetings 
and to beoonoie roomburs of orgauisitions oilier thm those whose policy or programme 
involves the dissemination of ideas of violence or the use of violence. Siinilarly 
perso IS at study will he allowed to atteni piihlic meetings and take part in tbo 
activities of all oduiMt.ieiial. social and 1011:^101^ Associations, u.\oept that such of 
them as are below IG may wiili th ? c >ns ent of their guarlians be prevented by llie 
heads of llieir elucati>)nal instiia;i i ii fnn attealing any p.irtioular meeting which 
thusc heals consider objectionable. 

SciiEnuLEi) Classes 

Ooveruraent have recently takcu special raeasnies for the advaucomont of educa- 
tion among the Scheduled Classes. .As :i result of these matters. Scheduled class 
students in all Arts and Professional Colie ({ ivernraotit as well as noii-(4overii- 
m»nt, will receive full free studentships as well as .vdiolai ships at the r.iliJ of Us, Ij 
in .\rts Colleges and Us. 20 to Us. dO per ni*'nseru in Professional O-ilieges. All 
srudenfs in Government s«*condarv schools luuiiih-n in.i* ‘104 at present) will receive 
full free .studeui ships, and all students in OoV'Toin* ui as well non-i»overnmenl 
secondary schools who uio cligihlo under ihe rules, will also L. d scholarships at tho 
rate of Us. 4 to lis. 8 ikt mensem. .... . . . . 1 . • 

The ((uestion of giantin.i; full froj studentships to all Scheduled Class students ui 
oon-Goverumout socoudaiy >iohools is under coiisid. nation. 

MjsU.M Ll»f( \TIoN’ 

tiovonimoiit are invo>ti^atin!: tie* pos.sil»iliti**s of ptipnlai isiiiL flie Aiigl'»-I rdii 
.U^ddlo Sehool lor gills in Pooua and iii' leasin.' adlais^iolls to it. Ihe oidors regaid- 
ing reservations of pla< es fur .students ih*,' .Miuliin < niiinunity in i»oyerninuiil 
seeoudary .sehools for toys have boeu revised and tlie pci'i’iitagc of re vat ions iia** 
Weil raised from lj to 2i). 


Tkcunical KnU' ation 

In pursuance of the gonci.il policy of relieving nneraploymont among ndiieated 
cla.ssps the opening ol a leilh 'i woikirig sdio d in Ilimniy Ins been s inelioiio‘J. 

|.0< AL Shl.F-fioVKKVMKNT , i i 

(iovernmonl have taken in hand the ^ ie^» .,n «d inrr idncing some i idieal cliangoft 
in the coiLStitiitioii of lo- al ho le-s and lihcai -n th.*;i adminisiral.oii < e.ve.uroeiit s 
proposals include aholin..:i of noniiii iHmih inno lu.-fion of 

reservation (d seals foi ei-rtaiii miiiei iti-*-. 'A;d**niu ; of th-? Iranchi^e. ' 

unprovoment of I’le a liniiii hation of vilhiLC paucliayaf'. and oilnn '' p*' 

' 'lies. A bill for tho revision of llio c-mslilut '»n and po\ver.» of the I an dia>a 
being drafted. 

C.»T1A'.I. iNiJt'SnUES 

Several sohom.-. Iiav.i Ixwii s:iii •ii'm>vl r >r .|(•v.ll•i|>in.; coll.;ii;.) '"11"^ A'{“* 
iuvlude eBcourai;i!mfMit c.f linii.l-s|. imin:- ;iiil kln li u.iiviii' . ‘'V’ 

Iiritttins, air-cralt. la<ii.>.T «..ik. t-a'i.- aii l liamli'Xi wmI. t.uinin;: 4n-l |.i.>luclloo of 

jaggery from piimvra and date pilm jifies. ..,.11,,,., r,r,.i .muii ^.aia 

. lu oi.lor to ,,.ora.,f..- ivs-.-aroli ,w..k ■» /r 

indu.stries (Juvernmeiit have Miictioiiel an » d ' j relat- 

Enginoer. Hpoeial arraiigoincnK have he 01 mad * f 1 ^ ' 

iug ti glas^ bangle., oil pivs»ii.g. sand h mp an I iiuit ition :v.ld * '1;^; 

Luboratiry for undoit.ikiiig invest ig it 10 ii. as a rrreihii dovoloumeut 

meat of liitlustries, for the dovolopmeut of !»kcl> new IuIilsHils and Uii. dovolopmeul 

of existing ones. 

owaDESHI Goods 

A committee has been apjmintol to °”'l \ 

Uwarnment stares, riie committee w reqinrcl to aJviso «>n iii« iiwsiuimy or con 


of the Pauebayats is 
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Power Alcohol 

Government has been considering a number of proposals for the re-placemAnt 
of shrinking revenue resulting from prohibition. While rotronchment and additS 
taxation are obvious devices, the jiussibility of starting state monopolies has not bMn 
overlooked. Vast quantities of mfiowra llowers and molasses from sugar factories Si 
available in the Province and proposals are being examined for the production of 
power alcohol from these materials at tho Government distilleries which will bavi> 
to abandon the j)roduction of liquor. It is hoi)od that an enterprise of this kind 
will bring in a substantial revenue to the State. 

Labour Policy 

Government have issued a special statement outlining tlioir iiolicy regarding the 
Industrial worker. This policy has boon generally approved by the Working Com- 
mittee of the Congress, who consider it suitable for adoption by other Provinces 
The Government’s statement visualises a comprehensive scheme of reform includini. 
minimum wage fixing machinery, provision for better housing conditions and relie) 
of working class indebtedness. With regard to luiliistries which fail to provide a 
living wage to employees, Government have decided to institute enquiries to deter- 
mine how far wages fall short of the needs of workers. comprehensive scheme 
of social and sickness insurance is foreshadowed. It is also proposed to explore the 
possibilities of alternative employment and secondary occupations for relieviDv 
unemployment. Steps have been taken to extend tlie Factories and Payment of 
Wages Acts to establLshmcnts employing ten or more porsons instead of twenty. 
The provision of creches in factories employing more tiiau lUO women lias beea 
made compulsory. 

Oovernmeot have appointed a Te.xtilo Ijaboiir Enquiry Committee to investigate 
into tho question of adequacy of wages aud kindred matters relating to textile Industry. 

U.VEMl*Luy.MfiNT 

Government liave accepted the resolution >4 tho Legislature to appoint a Committee 
to enquire into the question of uuemploymoiit. They iiavo also accepted the rocom' 
meudation of tho Legislature to compel suppliers of stores, materials, raaciiinery or 
services to Govornmeut or semi-Governraent bodies to afford facilities to Lndiaa 
apprentices for practical traiuiug in their factories, workshops, etc. 

Ketrenchmext 

in the budget speech of the Honourable the Finance Minister it was anuounceJ 
that one of the measures of eouuoiny w-hicli tJovernracut proposed to iutroducs.' 
would be tho reduction of travolliu:.* and other allowances of Government servant 
Detailed proposals in tills matter aio at pivsont under the consideration of Goyeru- 
nient. Pending the issue of liiial orders. (hiVtfrnmrjnt have issued orders ImposiDg ^ 
general cut of lO per cent with cfl’er.t from 1st November 1937 on all coiapensatoiv 
allowances of Governraeiit servants whoso pay (jx-ieeds Rs. 100 per mensem. 
general cut of 2 and a half per 011 all contingent expenditure has also beea 

ordered during tho current year. 

Government are at present reviewing those recommendations of the Thomas Com- 
mittee which wore previously rejected or partly accepted and the action taken 
this review will bo communicated to tho L’visUitivo Assembly in due course. Twy 
are also considering tho question of furtliei redaction of the pay-scales of all w- 
provincial and subordinate services. 

Si’EciAi. Leoislxtive Session 

Government called a special session of the Legislature on Janiiry 10 (1038) 
consider some pressing legislation. Tho Hills dealt with by the Legislature 
explained below 

1. Tke Bombay Provisional Vullcction of Taxes Acf, 1938. — Tho object ot t ij 
Act is to empower Govornmeut to cuiloct taxes provisionally in anticipation of a »» 
introdneed for the imposition of such taxes passing into law. Whenever 
tion is proposed, various devices are resorted to evade the provisions of tne 
imposing such taxation daring the interval between the publication of thd propo^ 
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lad the passing of the This Act is intended to preyeat each evasion. A aimilar 
Act has Veen passed by the Central LegisUtare <Act XVI of 1931). 

2. The Bombay Municipal (Atnendmcnt) Acts — Three Acts were passed to awend 
the Bombay Municipal Act, 1888. The first Act— the Bombay Municipal Corporation 
tExtension of Tenure) Act, 1938,— was passed to extend the term of office of the 
members of the Bombay Municipal Corporation until 1st April 1939. The term of 
office of the present members of the Corporation >vouId ordinarily expire on 1st April 
1936. Government have under consideration various questions relating to the cons- 
titution of the Municiiial Corporation, such as the franchise and the svstem of nomi- 
nations. In order to enable Government to como to a definite conclusion on these 
qnestions and to prepare a suitable amending Hill to carry out, the term of office of 
tne present mombers of the Corporation which would have ordinarily expired on 
1st April 1938 has been extended by one year. 

The second Act to amend the Boinbay Municipal Act was passed fur the purpose 
of improving the system of audit which prevails in (ho Bombay Municipal Corpora- 
tion. According to the present system the audit of the accounts of the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation is done by the auditors who are appointed annually. This 
system has been found to be unsatisfactory. The Act provides tlio establishment of 
a permanent department of audit under a Chief Auditor to bo appointed i y the 
Corporation. 

The third Act to amend the Bombay Muiii' ipal A- 1 is an onmilms Act which 
carries font scvoial amendments in the pritn ipal A* t. Tiie iinjfortant among them 
.are : — the definition of “marlict** to cnaidc the Corporation to control jdaces which 
.are un.aii(lioriM*il]y used .as markets. (2) iinprovi mcnt in the system of (ho election 
of the representatives rd‘ the liomiuay T’niversity and the Chaininu’ of Commerce on 
the Corporation. (3) the .al'olition of the power of th" inuniripal (‘xmitivo to attach 
the wares of an unlicensed h.awker, (d) (he grant of power to tlu* Commissioner to 
compel a landlord to provide for .adequatt* w.ater su|«ply to his tenants, and (5) (ha 
giant of requisite power to the Commissioner t<i t.ake steps to prevent the waata^ 
of water. 

3. The Bombay Local Boards (Amendment) Act, 1938.— This Atd. providei 
f"i the abolition td the system of imminations in loral bo.ards in tlie Province and 
intrrvhves the system of reserv.ation of seats for Harijans, baekwaiHl tribes and 
'crtain eomninnities for whieli separate representation is given under the present 
(VnsHtutioii. An important provision in the Act is regarding the local oution to the 
Mahome«ians. It is ojivn to the Mnhomedan voters id a constituency to decide at 
any that they would prefer to give up .sep.arate (deetorates and have joint 
clertoratc^. 

4. The Bombay Probation of Offenders Bill.— The object rif this Bill is to 

introduce a regular svstem of probation of oRenders. wbirlj was introduced in 
Kngland bv the Act (d .'Uid has been found to have led to good n>sult«. The 

provision of section 5(J2 of the Criinin.'il I’liM-ediire Oide are found inarlequate for 
tin* purpose. The Bill provides for the release after mlrnonition only of offendera 
convifted of (»ffenees piinisliable witli not ini*re than two years* im)^<risonment and 
against whom no previous eonvi«.tiou is proved. The Bill also ^ contains a provision 
that in the case of male persons -eonvictiMl of I'n'eiice.s imt punishable with death or 
transportation, while in the ease of women convicted of any offences^ the Court may, 
having legard to the age. character, aiiteceilents. physical (*r mental condition or 
circumstances in whicli the offence was committed, release an oflender on probation 
i f goiiil ('induct (ill his passing a b(»!id. with or witlerut suretie.s. In tho case of 
persons under the ;ige of 25 years (he Bill provides that such probation fih^l be 
under the suiiervi.sion of «*i |»roi»ation officc’r. Courts have always found it difficult 
to (b-al with women who are found to have* committed such offeni’cs as infai^cide. 
In the majority of such ca.ses, women are merely vii tim.s of other persons who jtfc 
not befftre tho Court.s and are forced to commit ^ (pffunces for feai* of shame. Tha 
existing Crimin.al Taw docs not contain any ]irovision for dealing with suidi cases. 
The Bill removes that defect and prcpvides that tlu; Courts can redeaso such women 
nn probation. The Bill has lieen passed by the lg*gislativc Assembly, hut is pending 
consideration by the liCgislafive Council. Tlie success of the scheme would, however, 
depend upon the efficiency of the supervision exercised during pr^^on. 
Government, tJierefore, propose to restrict for the present the Bcope of the nJll to 
'■ertain plai,*^ only where local conditions are favourable and thero are prospecta 
of the system being worked properly. 
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5. The Bombay Harijan Temple Worship {Removal of DisahiliUes\ a 

19:J8.— J'nfler this Act a trustee of a temple or if rliere are more than one trii5'*’ 
the majority of siicli trustees may make a declaration and forward it to the ^ * 
statin;* tliat the temple shall Ikj open for worship to Harijans. In makinn^fh 
ileclaratioii the trustees may impose conditions and require observance of^,, i 
ceremonies as they may think fit. But such conditions or such ol«crvanf es im I 
not he restricted to Harijans only. On receipt of such declaration the Coiin h 
to puhlish the declaration. AVithin three months of such puhlicattoo any i)ers«^ 
interested may apply to the Court and may show that the persons who mailed 
dc'claration were not tlie trustees of the temple or did not form the majoritvnf 
such trustees. If the Court is satisfied that the applictit'on is fine, the Court 

would cancel tho declaration. If not, tho declaration would be final and th« 
temple would be open for worship by Harijans notwithstandin;:; anythin;; in th! 
instiument of tiu.st, tho terms of dedication, a decree or ruder of a Competed 
Court relatin;; to such temple or a custom, usa^fo or law for the time hciijff in 
force. In tho City of Bombay the dcclatations are to be foi warded to the Hieh 
Court and in tJie mofussil to the district Courts. Tlie Act has been pasM 

by both tho Le;;islative Assembly and Lep^islative Conned without a siM,. 
rlissentiu;; voice. It is an enabling measure and it removes legal difficulties in the 
way of those trustees of public temples who are convince*! of tlie justice of the 
claim of Harijans to make use of such temples and who desire to thiow them open 
to them. Tho Act applies to Hindus including Jains. ^ 

6. The Bombay Small holders Belief Act^ 1938.— f love rnment have under 

consideration tlio question of the relief of agricnltural iDiltd)t(i loess and the 
regulation of tcuaneics. But tho framing of a complete scliiiue for tlio imipose 
lequires very careful consideration. In the meanwhile Hoveromtut have dcf hied that 
petty agriculturists should not be deprive*! of their property iu *.xc< utioD of 
decrees of Civil Courts. They Jiave also decided that agnculfura? tenants who have 

!»ccn in possession for 6 years or more should not be evi*;t*;*l. Kelicf against the 

de<;rees of Courts is given to persons who are described in tlic Act as small 
hohlers. Tliey would be persons who personally cultivate thi; land and who h*)ld 
6 acres of iriigate*! land or 18 acres of other land or land having ani.ual assessment 
of not more than Ks. ;i0. The lienefit of the Act is also given to inferior vilhiL'e 
servants who hold land of tho spet ified area. In the case of an undivided Ilmdu 
family, it is required tliat at least one adult member, if any, of such family slionM 
cultivate tho land liimscif. Tho A<;t provides that if any land is brought to sale 
in excctition of a decree against such small bolder., such sale shall he stayed on the 
small holder paying to tho decreo holder the amount of interest due for a perifd 
not I'xci't’ding one year, on tlio decretal amount. If, however, the diciee lioMer 
pr*)ves that hul»stantial loss will be caused to him by such stay, tho pro<‘ee*iings 
shall not he staye*!. So Jilso if tho decree holder shows that hU riglits are 
likely to ho prcjiidiiiod by other prooeodiogs against tho small lioMor, h" may apply 
for raising tlie-stay. In procecding.s under section 22 of the Hekkhau Agricultuxisis' 
Relief Act, it is provided that the order of the Court directing possession to be taken 
of land bei*)nging to a small holder shall not take effect until 1st April 1939. Theso 
provision do not ajiply to maintenance decrees. One i>air of milch cattle, one dwell- 
ing house, standing croji. household untensils and agricultural produce necessary f'»r 
tlio support of the small Injldcr arid his family are saved from attaclinient and ‘iaie 
in execution f*f decrees. Section 9 of tho Act relates to tho eviction of tenant.*;, k' 
state*l before, tenants in }jossession of land used for agriculture for a period of If 
yeais or more cannot be evicted if they |*ay the landlord one year’s rent and ar* 
willing to continue tlio tenancy on the same terms as before. Protection is given ti 
such tenants in regard t*j their dwelling liouses, if such tenants aro on luam, Klio’i 
or talukdari land. In area wliere Government have granted suspension of janJ 
revenue, the inter©.st or rent payable by a small holder or tenant under the Act is t ' 
be reduced in propoition. The Act is to remain in force until 31st March 1939. 

7. The Bombay Money-Lenders Bi7/— Tlio object of this Bill is to provide for i-'"’ 
control of money-lenders and the regulation of their accounts nnd dealings in monpy 
lending. The Bill applies to professional money-lenders. It introduces the 
ivgulatiou and licensing of money-lenders whicli prevails in England and the tuirw 
States of America. Money-lenders not holding a licence are precluded from 

a decree from any Court in a suit to which tho Act applies. The 

licence would not necessarily non-suit the plaintiff money-lender. The Court ® . 

require him to produoe a licence within 3 months and may give him more time 
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sack prodactioo. The grounds for the refasal of ]iconoe bv the Recistrir are limited 
to the following cases only 

(1) When the applicant is disqualified by the Cnait to hoid a licence ; 

(2) When the apiilicant Ji^is not complied with the provisions of the Act and 

rules ; , 

(3) AVIilmi the applicant hi^s participated in frand or dishonesty in the conduct of 
his business or has been guiity of ihe offcnci' of hiiuery, falsification of accounts or 
other similiar offences 

An important feature of the Bill is the ii'quiroment of keeping accounts bv money* 
lenders and of dolivoiy of statement of accout.ts to diditors. If money-lendur does 
not comply with these rcqttiirmonts, the Conit can disallow liiro costs aird any |K>ition 
of interest. Tho Bill also contains piovisions on the folluwiii;: mutters 

(1) interest not pxceoding dam dupat can U* allowed ; 

(2) Tho amount due may bo ordered to bt> paid by insialmt tits ; 

(3) The rate of iuterest not to exceed 0 pci cent, vu seemed loans and 12 per 
cent, or unsecured loans ; 

(4) Compound interest is prohibitcH) ; 

(5) Tho Court is given power to re-open accounts within three vcais which have 
not b»!pn settled by decrc»»s ; 

(6) A suiumai'y procedure piovuled fet taking the accounts and declaring the 
amount due ; 

(7) If a money-lender enters in a ('ond a sum in evcc.sv. of the uctuv ijuu ad- 
vanoiHl, he would be criminally liable ; 

(8) Molestation of debtors is made an olTen ^ v 

The Hill has passed tlie first reading in the Legislative Assembly and has been 
refi'rre<I to a Select Coinmittei*. 

The special session of the LogiNlatnrc passed also the following iisoluliuiis moved 
by the Prime Mitiister on bch ilf of (»ov*Tiimciit ; — 

1. “This Asseinidy is of opinion that the Fehi.doii pioposi'd under the 
fiovernment of India A<'t, 1035 is npposrd to tli<* »li < l ircd will of the people 
of the Province and is, th-Tcfore. unutv'cpt.ible. This A ..sfiul'lv therefore iTqtteatM 
tiovt'rnment to intimate to the Briiidi t;ovcrmn«Mit not t*» impose it on the 
Piovince.” 

2. “The Assomhiy is of opinion that ih > couforiins: of :ii»v titles of liotiotir or 
titular distinction on any person in the I’loviin e I y llis M»jesiy or Iho (Joveiiior 
(■eneral be discouliuued,” 

CON'LCSION. 

Tills brief ret.ord of tho work of tin? Ministry ilurin ' ih • few roootlis it haa been 
in power is fuiblislied in order that tin? public m.i> hiv" s mii? idea of thu way in 
which the problem of conv«'iting id'-.ils in’o real i lies is t.ickicd The admiuiH- 

trarive machine is a ronf)plii;atcd and dclicati? iio l liuvcrument is ft^ed 

with the task of remodelling it as all (T Mign'ssmen desiie it to be remedolit'il while 
5till keeping it hiuctioniug and in active ra'*vernoiit. 


The Bihar Government at Work 

A Six-monthly Official Review -July -December 1937 


f.-eii ill the fore front of tho 


lU;uKi V' T}:s.4VT;r> 

The problem of tho pcasaiitiy and tho laud ^ . 

Ministry’s programme a-d in tliis connection tin* fiist a gislatiyo moasnro enaotw by 
the Ministry is tho Bihar Tenancy (Ara*»n lmenti Act. Jh-s is ealoilated to mitigate 
the hardship of the tenantry of the province on ao ;ount of the operation* of some 
of the provisions of the old law and to give Ilium such leliof as they lannerJiately 


need. 



a02 THE BIHAB OOVtRNMEMT AT WORK C mx 

Tke oiMSQrM of relief which the new Tenancy Act affords to the raiyatg m 
aammariaed below 

1. Oocnpanoy raiyats have been given the great facility of the partitloa hmons 
oo-tenanta being recognised by the snpertor landlord. Only when the latter mS 
have any objection to the distribution of rent by the oo-tenants among themselrM 
he can apply to the Golleotor for the distribution of the rent of the holding. 

2. The Tenancy Act as it stood before left it discretionary with the court to 
admit or reject an application for commutation of produce rent. The new law 
makes it obligatory on the court to oommute when a raiyat applies for it. Ouiv 
when on the landlord’s applioation if it is objected to by the raiyat then the coun 
oan exercise its discretion about admitting or rejecting the applioation. 

3. The system of produce rent payable by s raiyat on the estimated value of 
the crop of a holding, commonly known as Danabandi, which was unpopular with 
the tenants, has been abolished. All Danabandi holdings shall, from the date of 
the passing of this Act, be considered to be liable to payment of rent in kind by 
division of the produce of the holding, and in all eases where the rent is payable 
by division of produce, the distribution shall be in the proportion of 22 to the rai- 
y^ and l8 to the. landlord. On a notification by Government commutation of pro- 
race rent in any particular area or for any particular class of occupancy raiyats 
oan be taken up by the Collector either on the applioation of the landlord or the 
raiyat or on his own motion. 

/ 4. The rate of Interest on arrears of rent has been reduced from 12 and half to 

6 one fourth per cent per annum and the provision about the payment of damages 
which used to amount to 35 per cent of the rent due has been deleted. 

5. Illegal exactions (abwabs) have been made a penal •offence with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 6 months or with fine which may 
extend to Rs. 500, or with both. 

6. On account of the world-wide economic depressicn, which commenced in 
1220, the prices of agricultural produce have gone down by more than 50 per cent 
and it has become difficult for the raiyats to bear the burden of the existing rents, 
particularly rents enhanced either by the court or through private contract or 
commuted under section 40 of the old Act, or settled for new holdings, taking into 
consideration the high prices of staple food crops prevailing in 1911. There are also 
instances in which high rents were fixed in consideration of the landlords’ main- 
tainijg the sonrees of irrigation but the same rents are being realised althongh the 
arrangements for irrigatiou have been neglected by the landlords. With a view, 
therefore, to giving relief to the raivats in such cases a new section 112A has been 
incorporated in the Act under which a raiyat oan now apply (a) for cancellation of 
all enhancements made between 1911 and 1936 ; (b) for reduction of all rents 
oommnted under section 40 or by agreement between 1911 and 1936, which will be 
in the proportion to the fall in the prices of staple food crops ; (o) for partial or 
entire remission of rent on the ground of permanent or tomporarv deterioration 
of the soil of the raiyat’s holdina duo to a deposit of sand, by submersion nnder 
water, etc or on the gronnu that the landlords has failed to carry ont the 
arrangements in respect of irrigation whioh he is bound to maintain ; (d) for 
rednotion of rent due to the fail in the prices not due to temporary causes. On a 
notification by Government action may be taken by the Collector suo motu in respect 
of all the, points enumerated above as well as in sneh oases as may be specified in 
a notification issued for suffioient reasons by the Governor in this behalf. 

7. In execution proceedings for arrears of rent no raiyat oan now be detained 
in civil jail and his moveable property oannot be attached except with bis consent 
in writing unless the decree oannot be satisfied by the attachment and sale of the 

A holding for the arrears of the rent for which the decree was passed. 

Q. As regards the sale of the holding itself In execution of a decree for ren^ 
only so much of the holding can now be put to sale as may de deemed snffioiem 
to satisfy the decretal amount. The necessary valnation of the holding or nart 
thereof to be sold will be made by the oonrt after hearing the parties uuu ^ 
holding or any portion thereof shall be sold for a price lower than that speemea 
in the sale proclamation. . 

9. The nooses and other holdings with the materials and the sites thereof ana 
the lands immediately fappnrtenant thereto and necessary for their enjoyment Da- 
longing to a rdyat or nnder raiyat and oconpied by him will be exempt from saia 
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lo 6K6Cutloii of A rout deoreo oxoopt whore tho dooroo fs for Airoin of mt 
duo In reopeot of the site of oaoh house or building. 

SuPPLEICEfTART BiLL tO AfTORD FURTRER 


A supplementary Bill will soon be brought forward by the Ministry to deal with 
matters not covered by the present legislation In order to afford further messuree 
of relief to the raiysta This Bill will deal with such matters as realisation of rent 
by certificate procedure, restoration of Bakasht lands, abolition of salami, the 
tenants* right to bamboos and fruits and timber of trees and remission of arrears 
of rent. 


Tenancy Leotsl4tion for Chota Naqpur 


A tenancy Bill on tho same lines as the Bihar Tenancy Act in oixier to meet the 
needs of the raiyats of Chota Nagpur has been introduced by tho Ministry in the 
Assembly and is now in tlie Selection Committee stage. 


Legislation to Regulate Si gar Industry 

In the sphere of legislation the Ministry has been able to put on the Statute 
Book another important measure to regulate the development of the sugar industry 
in the province. 

Bihar is next In importanco only to tho United Provinces, so far an iho sugar 
industry Is concerned, producing 29 per cent of tlio total output of white auaar In 
India. With the increasing growth or the industry many problems had ariaeo of lata 
which needed immediate solution in order to ensure the development of the Industry 
ou sound lines both in the inttuests of tho grower and the industry as a whole. Tim 
Hugar Factories Control Act has been passed with the ohiect of enabling Government 
with the co-operation of tho industry tu tauklo tiiese problems. 

The Act provides for the licensing of sugar factorius, tho regulation of the supply 
of sugarcane to factories, the fixation of the minimum }>rice for sugarcauo, the esta- 
blishment of A Sugar Control Hoard and Advisory Committees and a tax on the sale 
of sugarcane intended for use in factorlos. 


An uDsatlsfoctorv feature of the sugar industry has been tho growth of iinhealtby 
competition which has brought down tho price of sugar to a very low level. As a 
direct consoqueuce tho price of sugarcane has fallen to such an extent that daring 
the last crushing season the pilco obtained by the cultivator hardly covered the coat 
of cultivation. It Is, therefore, necessary to regulate tho production of sugar by 
providing for tho licensing of factories. Tbert* will be two forms of license, one for 
the construction of now factories or the extousiou of the plant of tho existing fac- 
tories and the other for crushing cane. The latter form of license will be grMted 
subject to certain conditions relating to the siile of sugar, memborship of the Sugar 
i^yudicate, the contial marketing organisation of the industry recognised by Oovero- 
ment, and tlie qnantitv nf cane lo bo crushed hy Iho factory, lliese condiUons will 
ensure normal working, without which growors aro likely to suffer. 


As regards the regulation of Iho supply of cano to factories, provision has been 
made for the purchase of cane In an area (zone) reserved for a factory, in an area 

a.ssigaed to a factory and iu areas which are ncithor reserved nor assigned. A 

common feature of reserved and assigned areas is compulsory bondiogi i. e. the 
factory is required to enter into agreements witii cauo-growors or cane-growera 
co-opei*ativu societies for tliu pnri;lia.se of a spwdfiud quantity of cano. In an area 
which is neither specifiud nor assigned iKiuding Is not compulsory. What Is aimed 
at is the coucentratiou of cane-supply a:* far as possiblo within reserved areas or 
assigned areas and tho gradual conveisioo of assigneil areas into resorvod areas. 
It is propossd tliat each factory .should have a urescribed l**’2l*o*’^*®® 'Wy 
cent in tho beginning which may. however, be raused to 70 «t 75 per ^t) of 
bonded supply, I. e. a supply of cane under agreement. A survey will to nnder^OD 
in order to obtain reliable estimates of cane areas. MKidlemeo will not bo lUlowto to 
function in a roservod area. But in an assigned area and in ** JJJJrJiJJ 

reserved nor assigned tho factory may purcba.se through middlemen spoolmljr 

licensed for the purpose. Tho system of ‘bondod’ cane 

tion of cane supplies and relievo growers from ao-xiety «*9W«** ^ 

their cane. Witn the organisation oi cane-growers oo^perative 
to able to safeguard their own interests and some of the provlsiona of tto act Have 
been framed with the object of encouraging the organisation of such aoewties. 
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Roppirdin" tho fivatipn of tho mimmam price for Stisar-Cano intondoJ for use jn 
a factory, a wide latitude lull been giveu to tlio Proviocial <i'>vonimout to vary rh,. 
miniranii) price and to prescribo ruins to determino how tho miairanm prico shall 
calculated. Provision is also in tin for tho paymoiit of an additional price for special 
varieties of cane. 

A Sugar Control Board with th) fioifble Miiiist or of E lunation an«l Devolopmont 
Bihar, as ex-^fficio Cliairmin anl wirh ropr osentatives of tho United Provinctis 
Government and ropresLMitarivos of canj-grownrs aiul factories from both proviacas 
on it has boon sot up to 'ImI with tho mafor problems of tho industry such as tho 
licensing of factoiies, tho determination of the conditions of tho license and tho 
(ixation of the minimum price of cane. 

Advisory C)mTni*, tees will also be appointiid to d-Ml with local problems such as 
tho preparation of the estim i^os of (jane requirements of factories, the declaration of 
reserved and assigned areas, tlio licensing of purchasing agents, etc. 

In order to enable a big drive to bo launehed for tho improvement of cane culti- 
vation and its plannel pro lu;ti»Ji on a rali«>nul basis, the Provincial tiovornrafiit 
has been given the power to iinp'ise a tax on the sale of sugarcano to a factory or 
a ce.ss on tho entry of cane inr.j a local area. The proceeds of the tax. if it is 
imposed by the Jhovineial ( I ). • ■rum -»nt. wilf bo utilised mainly for tho direct benctit 
uf tho industry. 

Commtttke; ox rnusATiox of Molasses 

Tho t Joviumineut of lliliar, io • onsuhation with the (« >v«'rnni''ut. of tlu* Uaio*.| 
l*rovinees. has s'»t up a .I miiI 0'inuiiii.tee to devise ways ami means of starting ih- 
mantifai tore of po\v«‘r ah oh >1 our of imlassos, to report on the best in uhod o! 
inaiuit'ai'tiire and of niixiug power a'<;oh>)l with petrol anil to exploro the nossihle 
uses for molasses ami their pra ti< al aopliea'ion. 

Tho Cominltte will r insist of Dr. N. If. Dli ir. M--. tl. II. Dickson, .Mi 

Ananthasubram.iriyam. Dr. I*. S. .M.ak'»r. I/i!a Padampat Siaghauia. Mr. .M. P. tiaiidhi. 
Dr. fcf. S. Bliiituagar and Dr. N. CluitttMjf. 

IfELIF.F TO DEniORS 

The two other Dills sponsored by the Ministry and ndcrreil to Joint Sel**' l 
Oommittee of iioth Houses of the i'rovim ial L'^gisii'iiro are the Ifihrir Moiitiy- 
leinibrs’ Bill intended to giv relii>f to the debtors, to provent tho exactien of 

iisiLriuns rates of interest and to n^gulate the biisiuess of m m w-lemling in (i) > 

provlnee and. the Hiliar Agiioidtural im oine-tax Bill dedgned to raise additioua! 

rovLMiue. for tho purpose of extemliie: the hen dieeut a* tivities of (iovernment. 

The M<iuey-ionders’ Bill i>rovidi*s for the registration of m niey-lioidiMS i»ii 

jmment of a small foo. No om* who is not. a regisie e-l inouey-len<hM- « iii 

institute a suit for the iv»* overy nf his Inei from tho 'lidn u-. It is also pnivi*i-‘l 
that if a rt*.gistei ed moncw-N’iider i^ f niiid guilry -d I'r.in l or not ki"piii ' his 

aei-uiints pro|K?rly orders may In* pas .e l raneelliiig his ^••gi^l 'atimi. 

It is also proposed to make the k<*opiiig of proper aecnints by momw-len I-ms 

compulsory, to n-quin; a moimy-leuder to give fim debtor a eop> of tim lecoiil. I 
account within 7 days of advancing tli** to give a re«;eipt fi>r every sum pel 
by the debtor, and also require tli" mom^y ’end-^r to funiish a statonienl of acmmui 
to the debtor at least once in every year. Nou-compliaaco has beeti made punisliaiili 
with fire. 

Ill order to c.hoek the l-'vying of exee.ssivi* iritere.st it is provided in the Bill ilnJ 

110 court shall pass a detiroo on account of arrears of interest for any period ex- 

ceeding throe ycais or at ratos exceeding B per cent per annum in tho <Mse of s-* 
enred loan and \2 per ctuit per annum in the case of an nns-umreil loan hut tli-^ 
moriey-leiidor is given power to institute a .suit for tho recovery of inlenvst (eil> 
with claiming [layment of the prim ipal. 

In order to make it possible for the debtor to pay otl tho docrelal atnouut ii 

)frovided that on the application of tlio judgement-debtor the court may, in respect 

of any decree, fix' suitable instalments for tlie payment of tho dm.oetal amount a - 
tuiniiiig to tlic circuinstanee.s of each case. It is aLso provided that in e:is*< of tie* 
sale of tlie iudgnient-dcbtor’s land.s in execution of a decree not more lhau ouu- 
third of liis lands subject to a minimum of I erora shall be exempt from sale. 

It is proposed to raalje the practice of oufcring in tho haudiiote, bond or Khata- 
bahi a sum gieater than actually leut at offonco punishable with fine. 
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^ *® ou^ide the provieee for reooTery of dohta It it 

provided that any contract botween the money-leiider and the debtor profidiaa for 
the paynent of tho amount ontsido the profinoe shall be void. 


Anothbr fiiu TO Dbjll wrra Rusal Ihdusthiss 

IJie Mtotry will mu bring foiwai-d another comprehenaivo Bill to deal with 
nual mdebtednoss and to give relief to agricultural debtora. 


Raising Additional Revenub for BETTiRicnfT or Rural FOruLATiOff 


Govomment consider that as ^ ^irovinclal revonuea aro so soiall, (hey have ao 
alteroativo but to utiliso tho additional source of revenue— taxes on agrloultaral 
income— which has been assignoi to rhum under the Government of India Aot. They 
see no reason why those persons who obtain large or relatively large inooams fiwm 
agriculture should not pay Ux on those incomes, the Agrioultural Income-tax Bill, 
has, therefore, been brought forward for the purpose of ontaining additional revenue 
by taxing, agricultural income. This additional i-ovonue will ho utilised mainly for the 
Imtterment of the rural population and extemtiiig tl^ h^n^rtcient activities of Govern- 
ment in that direction. 

The Bill provides for tlie levy ot agricultural income-tax on ngriuiiiuirui income 
as dehned (with a small alteration to suit local comTiiions) in the mdian (uoome-tax 
Act, 1923. As, however, GovornmtMit ri^cognise that in respcn;! of agric«i!ii;ral income 
tlie exemption limit should he constd'.'ndily liiglnr tiiati in tho ca»^ of ordinary In- 
come, the exomptioii limit tn the Bill has been flxeil at Rt. b^lXX). An agricultural 
income boliw this figure will not be taxed. 

Rates of agiiculiiiral iuc ime-tax in rospe«it of incomes above Bs. b^iX) and lets 
than Rs. :iO,(jOO are pioposed at tlio sumo rates as those fixed iii tho Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922. Tbo rates for incomes over Rs. 30,000 are higher than these in the 
Indian, livi ime- tax Act, but as no provision is rainlo for the levy of supertax on 
agricultural income, the actual tax payable on ii^ricuUural income over Rs. 90,U0D la 
in all cases smalh^ and in the case of hither iiuiomus considerably smaller than the 
tax (taking income-ta.\ and super-tax together) payable under the Indian Inoome-tax 
Act on oth«»r incomes of a smaller ske. 

The rates of agricultural income-tax proposed are higher in tho case of larger 
incoxnos titan in the case of smaller, (fovernmeiit recognise that, if no safeguard waa 
provided, this might result in th»3 splitting up of Iliiidit undivided families. Proyisieii 
has, therefore, been made in tlie Bill (hat the income of a joint family cronsistiog of 
brothers (or sons of brotleirs when one or more of several brothers is (Juaii) slialT be 
assessed ut. the rate that would he applicable to the separato ineomo of brothers if 
they had separate and did not form a loiiit farnify. 

Assessment will l»e made on agricultural im^omo in tho following manner : — 

(1) In the case of income from cuhivation tho assessec will have two options 

(a) Ho can he assesse»l fty prosumpriuu— that is his income will be aHSiimed to 
lie a certain multiple of his. rent vaiuatiuu. This miiltipte will he fixtsi by the Board 
of Agricultural Im-Mnie-tax for eju h district sui»j(.’rt to a maximum of 8 timea, (M- 
he can file papers to sliow his net income. If he dot>s uul filu papeis, iiKsessment will 
be in tho manner under (a). 

(2) In thy cas*' of all othoi agricultural inennf', tho assessinyiit will bo on tho 
income acTniiig .-iftcr making tl»e fullowing •icdju ti.uis 


(a) The actual sura paid during tli.* year on a»M;oiint cillior as land rovonue or 
ce.ss or municipal rat.t?s, 

(b) A sum calculated at 10 pur cunt ol ilie actual realisation as ostimated cost 

of collection. . , , . . i 

No one t »thyr tium a ( irui.anj) will ho li.d.lo to pay agricultural incoroo-tai la 
any year uules.s ho is called upon hy tho Agiicultmul Income-tax ORicur to filo oa 
assessment form. . , . , . 

Rates of ilio propasc<l agricultural income-tax as provided in tho Bill ars aa 

bolow ; — 

(1) When the total income is Rs. or upwaids, hut is less than Bs. 10/300 

Nino pies in the rupee.* . . . . , .t. «». 

(2) When the total income is Rs. or upwards, bat is less than Ba. 

15,000. One anna in tho rupee. ^ u i— onim 

(3) When the total iucomo is R.s. 15,lXXI or upwards, but is lots than na. 30/JUO 

Oqo anna and four pies in the rupoe. 
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'Whan tlia total iaeoau ia Bo. HifflD .or apwa^K l«t Is leaa lhai 
fis. A,OU)....«.One aniia and seven pies in ibe vaeee. 

(5) When the toi^ income is BB.30y060 nr but is Jees ihaa Rs« 4(WXX) 

Two annas in the rnpee. 

(Q When the total income is Rs. 40.000 or upwards, bat is less than Bs. 75/XX) 
..Two annas and two pies ia the rupee. 

7) When the total income is Ks. 75fl00 cr upwards, but is lass than Bs. 

OOO Two annas and four pies in the rnp^. 

When the total income is Bs. 1,00,<XX) or upwards, but is less than Bs. 
[).... ..Two annas and six pies in the ni^. 

«« When the totol income is Bs. 2#),000 or upwards, but is less than Bs. 

lynMBI^.r.Three annas in the rupee. 

(jAIUrhen the total income Is Rs. 5,00/XX) or upwards, but is less than Bs. 

lijOO]DOO .Three annas and six pies in the rupee. 

(IIK When the total income is Bs. 15,00,000 or upwards Four annas in the 

n4»ee. 



Scheme of Aorzculturu. DEVELormserr. 

▲ soheme of agimultural development is under ooutemplation, so that die 
*0epiitmeBt of Agriculture may be able to render better service to the cultivators 
than H has done in the past. 

It is, therefore proposed to make the work of this Department really effective 
bf bfoad-basing its activities on a police thana in each district as the basic unit 
vnth necessary oomplement of trained staff. In order to make a start with properly 
tndiied staff and to keep the cost of such training as low as possible Government 
propose to enter into miituai .arrauffements with the United Provinces Government 
mhioiby atedents from Bihar will be admitted every year into the Agrlenltural 
of the United Provinces Government and in return the Governmont of Khar 
Ml admit a similar number of U. P. students into tbeir Veterinary College. This 
wfpansave a steady supply of pcoperly trained agricultural graduates. 

Farther., in order that the subordinate staff recruited for the Department should 
lire some first hand knowledge of the actual methods employed by the cultivators 
la orop production and also of the ooaditions and limitations under which they work 
It is proposed that every now recruit should be trained for two years in a central 
term and will then be required to atudy the methods of cultivation followed by 
the ordinary cultivator. With this end in view it is proposed to recruit 20 over- 
seers at a recurring cost of nearly Bs. 16.350 per annum and put them under 
training In the manner iudicated above, so that m three year’s time a batch of 
better trained overseers will be available for the development which the soheme 


In the meantime it is proposed that a start in iutensWe demonstration work should 
be made with the existing staff. For this purpose ooe Police thana in each district 
is to be selected immediately and one overseer and 3 kamdars are to be allotted to 
each area. These men will carry out intensive demonstration work, partiodarly 
on sujniroane, wheat, rice, fruits and irrigation appliances suob as Rabat 'pumps. 
The jlepartmeiit will also cncourago subsidiary agriculturai industries and the cultiva- 
tion of frnit trees. 


Arrangements will also be made to popularise the use of improved seeds and 
implements and of manures. It is hoped that the concentration of the activities of 
the Department in a few selected thanas (one in each district) will yield better 
reinlts. The expansion of the activities of the Department can be considered later 
•a trained staff become available. 

The chemical section of the Department is being ordered to speed up its work on 
fiolFearvey of the province in order to know in what areas what plant food is lacking, 
BO that a eohedule of manuring the more important crops can be drawn op for the 
gnidanoe of the cultivator. 


Rural DEVELOPKEifx Sohikb 

Connected with the aoheme for intensive agricaltunl demonatraiion, it ia pro- 
baaed to Introduce a oomprehensive aoheme of ilt-roaad nural development in one 
omtod ^na la emb dtoiot The details of this echeme are now being worked out 
with the Heads of the Development Departments. 
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OoillEIRIl TO EnQUIBI Vm. SiHTiL PiLBOiN48 ADIfINi8TS4TI0!l 

appointed a Oommittoe to eaquire iato the system of administri- 
will Psrgaiias and to suggest suoh changes and improvements in It la 

will best oondooe to tho well-being of the inhabitants. 

LiBOUB Enquiry Co^nimEE 

^ apPP**?^ *000 a Committee to onquiro and report on condition 
oihfe and work of labonr both in rural and urban areas ol tho provinoo. Already s 
good deal of spade work in the form of collection of data has boon dono in this oon- 
neraon. t^vernmont are anxious to promote the wolfaro and to improvo the lot of 
Jai^r in the province and towards this ond will enoonrage the formation of trisio 
11010118 on sound and eflSciont lines. 


Proposals for Prison Reforms 

Proposals are iindor consideration to improve the administration of iwls in the 
proyinoe. The main questions of policy which have botni under the cor :i *enition of 
the Ministry arc 

1. Tlic introdiiotioii of new forms of industry with a view to roduoing tho 
expenditure on jails and also with a view to enabling eortain tasks which are 
considered to be degrading to bo abolished. Tlio Director of Industries has 
nrepared a minute on tiio subject. Instruotions have also been issued to the 
Inspeotor-Gcnoral to take steps for the abolition of oil presses. The mustard oil 
consumed in jails will in future be purchasovl and tno nrisonero, who have 
hitherto been employed in producing it, will be employed in other and, it la hoped, 
more remunerative tasks. 

1 Tho reduction of tho jail population : Superintendents of jails have been 
asked to ascertain and report how many prisoners there are whoso sentences oan 
bo reviewed under rule 529 of tho Jails Manual. 

3. For some years it has beeu necessary to dotain a certain number of 
criminal lunatics in jails, as no accommodation is avaiiablo for thorn in tho Indian 
Mental Hospital at Hanciit. Particuiars regarding such prisoners are being 
collected iu order that it may be decided whether some of them cannot be 
realeased and whothor the treatment whicli tbosc of them who must continue to 
be detained aie receiving cannot be improved on. 

Tackling Unemployment 

In order to tackle the problem of unemployment and provido more faoiiitiai 
for vocational training, schemes aro under consideration for tho ostabiishmont of 
an Institute on tho linos of the Oulzarhagh Cottage Industries Institute at Pusa 
and Purulia, for tlio introduction of industrial c assoK in more middle EnffUsh 
schools, for the introduction of scicnco and manual training classes in nigh 
schools and for the provision of training in weaving and basket-making of women 
workers who are excluded from underground woik in mines. 

The rural development scheme, which is under contemplation, will provide 
opportnnities of useful employment to a large niimbur of educated young men of 
tho province in their own localities. Resides si^homes of reorganisation of 
training and recruitment in the Co-operative and Agriculture Departments will 
farther extend the avennos of employment for educated young men of the province. 

It is also proposed to make a grant to the All-India Spioners’ Asaooistfon, to 
increaso the number of girls' middle j^giish schools and to award special 
scholarships to Harijan students. 

Committee to Survey Whole Field of Education 

ThA Ministry is considering tho resolution moved by Dr. Rsjendra Prasad in 
the of the Patna University for the appointment of a committee to aotvev 
the whole field of educaUon and it is proposed to apMint a commit^ wbloh 
will examine the whole held of ednestiou iu the piovioce and oqnsider what 
reforms are necessary in order to bring education into closer relation with the 
ne^ of the people. 

Release of Political PsisofOBS 

In porsoanee of the poliev of faIasiio of pelitioal priioiiera, 18 politloai priaoMra 
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ha?e, 10 far, been released, -while oases of the xemining • 24 are 
tiott. 

There is uo ban now on aov assooiauon and 
secority. 

MeASUBXS to ImFROTB CSAUKIOiBI AoidinSTBATlON 

^ The oommissionere have been oonsnlted on measures to improve cbaukidari ad* 
ministration and their replies are under consideration. The increase In the maximum 
amount which can be assmed on a particular individnal by Ofty per cent, is one of 
the matters which are being ezamined and the best method of getting a fairer assess- 
ment, partioaiarly in Ohota Nagpar, is being considered. 

PnOVlSlOff TO IlCPBBBS TbAHSPOST RgPBALBD 

It has been decided to repeal Section 8 of the Bengal Regulation XI of 180( 
which enables transport to bo impressed for officers and travellers. 

RBiBB!taiiBaB.vi Proposals Coiootteb to be Appoutteo 

Government are at present busy oonsidering various proposals to reduce the cost 
of the administration vmenever possible by retrenohment and every effort is being 
made to eliminate waste and effect economy in expenditure. Proposals are under 
consideration to low^ the scale of travelling allowanoe and cut down compensatory 
and spedial allowanoes and effect economy in the Pnblio Works Department Gov- 
ernment aro also considering the question of appolntii^ a Retrenchment Committee 
to examine in detail retrenchment proposals in various departments and soggest 
directions in whibh expenditure can be reduced. 

PrOBXBinON TO BE StaBIEO IK gSLECTBD ArEAS 

The Itinistry proposes to make a beginning in prohibition in selected areas. 

llCPROVIirO AcxiVlTZES Of DISTRICT BoaROS; 

Govemniont are examining the possibility of improving the activities of district 
boards in the {irevince. They consider that by suitable reorganisution, the district 
boards will he in a position to reader bettor service to the rural population than 
is done at preseait and improvements arc chiefly ueocssary under the fullo^^'ing three 
broad heads : (1) ffiedicall relief in rural areas, (2) rural sanitatiou and general 
public liealth measures in rural areas, aud the estaihltshmeiit of .union boards 
on an extensive scale with more 'responsibilities delegated to them so as to serve 
as really useful units for the ameliocatiou of tho condition of the masses. 

The district boards have been ciroaiarised to carry out these improvements and 
to make enhanced provisioiis for rural medical aud publio health measures in their 
next budgets by ’'eSeotiBg some immediate redactions under other heads of 
expendikare. 

Govemment have also advocated to tho district boards the scheme of subaidlBlng 
medical practitioners so as to induce them to settle down in rural areas and to es- 
Uhlish a private praetioe there. 

Bax ox Bauoxxl Flag Lofted 

In view el the altered political situation In the country the Ministry has passed 
eiders oanodttog the oircular iisued 1930 tianning the hoisting of the National 
lime by local bodies over their buildings. Under these new orders local bodies will 
belree to hoist the National Flag over their bulidings. 

liLECisznoAnoN Scinoa for Rural avs Industrial DEVELorBiENi 

Bihar is rich in mineral deposits and resources with her coal, iron ore, mica a^ 
copper mines lying in Chota Nagpur. Besides other Important minerals produced in the 
piovinee are miagaiiese ore, ochre, chromite ore, china clay, asbestos, slate, limestoim, 
BteWtite and gold. But most of these mineral resources have not yet been develops, 
and with a proper scheme of dovelopmeut these sources can bo utilised for the benefit 
of the province so as to ooutribnte to her indnstrial prormerity. 

Bihar is also the granary of the East with her most mrtlle lands in North Buiar 
known as the ^'garden ot India”, bat oultivatkm solBto much from drou^t wa 
flood. There are also hundreds of miles el obaor lands which need drainage m wx 
want of whioh have been lying waste. 
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lo order, therefore, to tickle these two importint problems in cleotrificition 
scheme both for purposes of industnil ind inricultnrAl development is under 
couttimplatiou. Sir \V iliiatn 8:ampo of tho U. I', faiiu was iavitod to idviso the 
Ministry on this mattor. Exteasivo enquiry is procoodiu^ and one of the world's 
best engineers have been consulted^ 

Tackuxo Flood raouLSM 

Ttio proceedings of tlio Flood Cotiferenoo recently convLMied by Government to 
consider measures of 11 }od control are under oompiliitiou and after they are 
printed (xovernmeut will decide what action to take on the vaiious suggestions 
made. 


pRAlN'AOi: OF CiiAURS AND RECLAMATION 

Closely interlinked with the problem of flood prevention in North is tho 

question of drainage of swamps and chaurs in order to leclaim areas for 

purposes of cultivation. 

The Bharthua Chaur drainage projec.t in tho ilistricl of MuxalTarpur has boon succoss- 
fully oomplet^, as a result of which inun lation of ahmit ilO sq. miles will bo relieved 
to a great extent and about 10 sq. miles of p jrpetuallv watei -ioggnJ and swamp area 
will be brought under cultivation. Already a largo part of tlio chaur excefjt the deepest 
portion and tho area where there is ilense growth of w.itiM’ hyacinth has beeu 
sown with paddy crops. Over a poriod of ‘Kl to 1(1 years tJie popie hud not been 
able to grow any crops in tho chaur area. 


of the public whou 
tho ciiioiai disaster 


New Rules for Cinemas to secure Safety or Punuc 

Oovernmeut have issued a new set of rules 
houses in the province. Tho old rules, which were frair.tsi in 1010, hi^ bootme 

out of date aiui were net sufRoiout to secure the saiety 

attending cinema .shows. Tiie reviwon was uodi.Ttaken when 

at Ilvdorabad in 193G showed Uie need for enforcing ad.'quate regulations. 

The now rules make important provisions n?q.urjiig oxperl inspection of the 
electrical mstallations of cinema houses mJ improvemenis in tho aTf antioment of 
tho buildiog, so that a cinema hall can be emptied of tho ajidionce nsmem^y 
on tho occurrenco of Bro or any other sudden 

housos wilt be (sivea a pornsl of six months la winch to make tho necessary 

Structural alterations. 

I»CAL BoUIES EmFLOYEES allowed to rAETICirATE IN CoXORKSH MkKTIXOS 

Th 0 AfiniRtrv lias iiasscd ordcrs removing tho ban imposed since 
employed of ’ local bodies ptohihiting them from pailiciiialing or assisting in 
Congress meetings. 

Biiiar:s in Ltical 

Goverument have issui»d a < ircular to all Corainis.Moner« of •*]! 

appointmemrunder local Imfies should bo given to ” 

tlwM ilomiciled iherein in pieterepca. to any ontside condidates oven itioi«fa the latter 
may have better and higher ipialifications. 

Retired Government t?ERVAKTS Eliciblk 

Retired Oovernmont bervants are at liberty to seek oloction lo the legislalure or 
local bodies on Congress ticket. 

Proposal for Compitiiive Examination for Provincial 
C iyiE Service under ConsIdeRatio.n 

A proposal is under by comiwtiUfe eiami- 

Servioe (foeentive Branch) and the ^^]***^ ^contulted an/a deolaion will be 
nation. The Public Service C^mmiaaioo ^ bwn ^ anoounofment will 

made when their views have been received »d considered, ao 
be — as soon as a deci^on has been reicbed. 
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AllENDMRST OF MlffOR llUUftATIOIf, IjOCAb^BlLr-QOYSIUlinilT 
MrNlClPAL AND VlLLAOB ADMINISTRATION ACTS 

of amending tlie Minor Irrigation Act, the Looal Self-Goveroiiifint 
al Act and tho Village Administration Act is heing examined Vv 
... it is hoped that amending Bills will soon be brought before tka 

legislature. Government arc contemplating to establish new union boards and nan 
mayats on a large sculo in suitable areas. 

Water Supply in ^ural Areas 

Government have provided Rs. 50,000 in the budget for current financial year 
for excavation of wells in rural areas and have distributed this amount amone the 
Divisional Commissionei-s. Of this sum Rs. 30^00 is carmarkod for the Harijaas ud 
aboriginals. A Ojinmittec consisting of a Harijan or a1)original M. L. A., a Non-Hari- 
jan Hindu M. L. A., a Muslim M. h. A., a representative of the Harijans Sevak 
Hangha and the District OfTnx’r or liis nominee will lie appointed for each diatrici 
for selection of sites for these wells. 

Revision of Education code 

Government projiosc to revise the rules and orders contained in the Bihar and 
Onssa Education Code, some of which arc not in accord with the present needs. In 
reply to a question asked in the August session of the Assembly it was announced 
that they were considoriug the question of the revision of the Education Code. 
They have now ap(iointod a Committee to advise them m the matter. 

New system of canal rates Collection 

In order to afford greater facility to tho cultivators in the matter of payment of 
canal rates and to root out many evils of the old system, a new system known as 
^’modified central system of collection” has been introduced throughout the Son and 
Champaran canals. Uoder the new system tho tahsildars now go to the villages 
fqr^ the collection of dues directly from the rate-payers. Each tahsil has lieen 
divided into three Cooties and the tahsildar visits each centre in his charge once 
a week and halts there. 

Tralvinq of a Staff for Rural Welfare and Co-operative Work 

In order that adequate number of trained men may be available in the provinen 
for rural welfare, co-operative work and erganisation of cane-growers’ co-operative 
societies, a beginning is being made by appointing 40 stipendiaries on a pay of Rs. 
30 per mouth each to undergo training at the Co-operative Training Institute at 
Puso. To strengthen tho teacTiiug side, arrangements are also being made to invite 
promiDeut co-operators and appoint part time lecturers from outside to give lectures 
on- special subjects to the students at the Co-operative Training Institute. 

SciiEME TO Combat Malaria 

Government propose to sanction Rs. 20,000 as their own share for starting eight 
more aoti-malari al units to combat malaria in several districts of Bihar proper and 
Chota Nagpur. Tho District Boards concerned will also be called upon to contribute 
an equal quota towards the cost of these units. 

Government also contemplate starting two Ayurvedic and one Tibbi anti-malarial 
units as an experimeutal moosure. 


Tho question 
Act, the Municin 
Government and 



The Indian National Congress 

Proceedings of the Working Committee 

Wardha — 14th. August to 17th. August 1937 

A meeting of the Working Committee was helJ at Wardha on 14—17 August 1937. 
Shill Jawaharlal Nehru presided. 

s^tonded: Maulana Afni! Kalam Azad, Shris Saroilrn Naidu, 
Vail^bbhai Patel, Kajendra Prasad, Jamnaial liajaj, Bhulabliai Deaai, KHan Abdul 
Uhaffar Khan, Narendra Dev, Shankarrao Deo, Achyut Patwardhan and J. B. Kridslani. 

Shri M. K. Gaudhl and Bhri Jayanrakash Narayau were present by apeoial in- 
vitation. 

S^nulet 

The minutes of the lust meeting held at Wa.dha, duly 5-8, already ciroalated were 
confirmed. 


Prime-Miniitert 

The Prime Ministers in the six Congress provinces had been invited to attend. 
Those present were: Shri B. (^. Klior (Bombay), Shri »Sri Krishna Singh (Uehar), Shri 
N. B. Khare (O. P.) and Shri Vishwauath Das (Orissa), Shri Ltajagopaiachari (Aladraa) 
was present on the 17tli. Shri Oovind Baliabli Pant (U. P.) was absent owing to 
pressure of business. The Committee oonferred witii tuom ‘ .... 

which they bad to lace. 


with thorn in regard to tho probloma 


Hunger-Strike in the Andaman • 

The situation created by the hangor-striko of tho (lolitical prisoners in the Anda- 
mans was discussed. Shris Shiboath Banerji and Dobendra Son, who had oome to 
Wardha to reprosent the prisoners’ cause were invited by the Oommitteo to partioi- 
pate in the deliberations. Bhri Tuisi Goswami, tho Deputy leader of the Congress 
Assembly Party iu Bengal was also present daring tho disoussion. The Committee 
passed the following resolution : 

*^The Working Committee has learnt with the deepest concern of the hunger- 
strike of hundreds of political prisoners in the Andaman Islands. The Committee 
has long been of opinion that the use of tho Islands as a penal settlement, more 
especially for polilicsl prisoners, is barharotis. ^ Ofiicial enquiries and reports have 
already condemned such use and oon-offictal opinion has unauimously demanded that 
no prisoners be sent there. Repeated hunger-strikos by tho )H>1itical prisoners have 
demonstrated their desparaliou at the cootiauanco of conditions which they cannot 
boar, and tlie present hunger-striko has brought matters to a tioad and grave cooae- 
quences are foared. Public opinion all over India is agitated and stroiupy In favour 
o! the release of the political prisoners there as they have already undergone many 
years of imprisonment under conditions which aro far worse than those prevailing 
in Indian prisons. Tho Committee’s attention has been drawn to the public statement 
issued by some ex-prisooors, who were till recently imprisoned In the Andaman 
Island and have been now released, in which they have stated on^ their own bohrif 
and on behalf of the other political prisoners there, their dissociation from nod dia- 
approval of the policy of terrorism. They have frankly slated that they have oime 
to realiao that Bach a policy is wrong and injurious to the national oaoM and they 
propose to have nothing u> do with it. This sUtement has been eonBraiad from 

5n*^ew*of*iili these cfrcumstancea the Oommittoe is emphatic^ of that 

the politioal prisoners in the Andjunana ahould be ^ 

jsa.'itfsr.iia 2a.ss.es; «x5. e, sayrjSfJAs; 

II. I. V M> 

honger-atrike.’* 
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Id pnnoanoe of the last paraf^raph of the reaolatioa the President sent a telegram 
to the prisoners on liunger-striko, through tho Homo Secretary to the Oo?ernment of 
India, appealing to tliem, on behalf of the Committee, to give up their hunger-strike 

To this following r^ly was received : 

"Government of India thank you for your telegram of yesterday's date the text 
of xvhich is being oommunicated to Andamans prisoners.” 

Bengal, Punjab and Sindh RapiueenUtion 

The Committee invited Shri Tulsi Ooswami (Bengal), Slirl Gopichand Bhargava 
(Punjab) and Dr. Chorthram Oidwaul (Sindh) to place before It, the Parliamentary 
situation in and the views of their respective provinces. The subjects discussed were* 
(1) The formation of Congress ministries in minority provinces. (2) Salaries anti 
allowances of members. (II) Social intercourse. (4) Congress programme and policy 
in tho minority provinces. 

About ministries in minority provinces tho (Committee after discussing the positl.ii 
in Bengal, Assam and North West Frontier Provinces passed the following resolution: 

"The Working Committee, having heard representations from Bengal, desires to 
make it clear that there is nothing to prevent a minority Congress Party in a Pro- 
vincial Assembly co-operating with other groups in the Assembly, for general or 
specific purposes, in connectiou with the varliamentary work in the legislatures. But 
such co-operation must not involve any sacrifice of Congress principles or policy and 
should aim at strengthening the Congress opposition in such legislatures. It should 
be borne in mind, however, that such co-operation does not involve commitments 
regarding the possible formation of a ministry to which the Congress is a party. In 
regard to the day-to-day work of the Congress Parties the Leaders of the Arties 
have .been given ample latitude subject to the general policy as laid down by the 
Working Committee.” 

Salaviei and Alluwaima 

The following resolution passed both lor the majority and minority provinces : 

"The Working Ommittco is of opinion that, in accordance with Congress policy, 
salaries and allowances of ministers and others should be reduced to the lowest 
possible limit consistently with efficioncy. The Committee realises however, that the 
immediate and full application of tho principle is not easy, and it may not be possibio 
to introduce the desired changes at this stage. In view of varying circumstances 
in the different provinces, the Committee does not wish to lay dow^n hard and fast 
rules and wishes to leave a large roeaspre of discretion in this matter to the Con- 
gress Ministries. The Committee trusts that the Ministries will keep in mind the 
basio policy of the Congress in the matter of salaries and allowances and will always 
endeavour to conform to it to the greatest extent possible. 

The Committee, however, lays down tho following general rules for tho guidance 
of Congress ministries : 

1. Congress Ministers' salaries should in no event exceed Rs. 503 per monili. 

Hou.se allowance Ks. 100 a month and motor car allowance Rs. 150 a month. Thus 
the total allowances for house and car should not exceed Ks. 350. In his evtmf of 
a minister not requiring a liouse allowance because, In; lias a house of his own, 
this allowance should not bo drawn. Ministers who do not wish to drop any allow- 
ances need not do so. . . . , i 

The State may provide cars for ministers, but no such Rpcclal provision need »o 
made unless it considered neccssai y. 

2. The salaries, and allowances if necessary, of parliamentary secretaries are 
^ Jeft to the discretion of Congress Ministers 

3. Members : The present scale of payment of daily allowances and travolung 
expenses is heavy and has to be complotely ovorliaiileil. It may be difficiut to 
bring about this complete overhaul immediately but iu any event travelling 
expenses should be charged at the rate of double third class fare. 

It is desired to keep the present scale of daily allowance for tho days of 
attendance at an Assembly session, no change need be made for the present. But 
in no event should this oxcoed Ks. 10 a day, there being oo additionul payment 

If,*on*^tlio**oiLhor hand, it is desired to introduce a system of paying salaries 
to members, this may be done, provhled that such salary shall uot excew 
Rs. 75 a month. In additioo to such salary an allowance not exceeding Ks. a 
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members tor tbo days of attoodsnee el an Asesmbly ssasloe 
or Oosuaktee meetiog. ' 

Rren If a systosa of pa?log salsrtss to members la lotrodnoed, sooh membeii as 
do Ml reqaire these aalarfes, eboold not draw them. 

I i\ I u sUodards oaooot be aoplled as non-Obagress 

mlnlstrlM hayp already fised much higher salaries and sHowanoes, Oougreas ttsm- 
•2 legiBlaturea should only accept payment tor themselfes In aooordanoe 

with the a^?e dlreotlon. Ihey msj however draw the full sums allowed by the 
raltt sod hand over the balaooe to the All India Oongress Oommittee throng the 
Partv Leader. This amount should be kept In a special fund earmarked tor the 
province concerned. 

Social Inlereottrae 

The Committee's Instructions In this behalf for the minority provinces were that 
invitations for social fnnctlona where official business was not the main purpose 
should be rejected. Where social Intercourse was merely an accident and business 
was the tnain purpose of a gathering^ the function could be attended. The Oornmlt* 
^8 previous Instructions that the leader of the party bo oonsulted In doubt Cul ossee 
held good. 

The Committee also approved of the following instructions reoenttv Issntd by the 
President of the All India Parliamentary 8ob-0oromltteo. 

*A II members of the Oongress parties In the liegislaturee should avoid as hitherto 
official funotlona like receptions, fare-well to tocoming and outgoing Qovernors, eto. 
The Prime Ministers should make It clear that no discourtesy or otareopeot Is intended 
and therefore they need not be Invited on these occasions. 

^'It should be made alisolntely clear that while the Mlnlatere will aim at wqrklpg 
in a spirit of utmost harmony with the services, they can take no part In somd 
functions like uaiites or dinners. The very poverty of the land preoluaea their taking 
part In amenities of this nature. Strictly official relatlous ahoula therefore be main* 
talned throughout. 

Congress Policy and Progmnuoe 

The Committee's advice to the minority proviooes on this was that as many hills 
and iHssolutions embodying the Congress policy and programme is possible ebould be 
introduced by their party members. This will educate sod familiarise the public with 
Coogrvss aims and policies. 

ProhibItfoD 

Gandbljl placed his views about total prohibltiou before the Oommittee. There 
was a general discussioo and the following resolution waa passed : 

Inasmuch as Prohibition has been one of the chief planks of the Oongreas aieoe 
the inaugoratlon of the N. C. O. movement In 1930 and thousands of men end 
women have had to suffer Imprisonment and physical Injnry In fartherenoo of this 
canae, the Working Committee Is of opinion that It Is incumbent upon the Congrcee 
Ministries to work to this end. The Oommittee especta them to bring >j>oot total 
prohibition in their respective provioces within three years. The Worklog Oommittea 
appeals to the minlatriee In the other proviooes and to the Indian Stales also to 
adopt thia programme of moral and social npHft of the people. 

Espait C e m m itt aa s 

The Worklog Committee recommends to the Congress MIntatrlaa the appolntmaiit 
of a Committee of Experts to ouiislder urgent and vital problems the Mlntlou of 
which is neoeasary to any acheme of oatiooii rooenatraotfon and social piMOlag. 
Snob solution will require extensive surveys and the oolleotloo of data, as wall as a 
clearly defined aooial ohjecUva. Many of these problems oannot ha dealt 
lively on a provincial baaia and the interests of adjoining proviooaa era intarllttkad. 
Oomprehensiva rlvar anrveys are necessary for the tormnimn of a Mlof to prumt 
diaaetroua floods to ntilise the water for purpoee of Irrigation to oooelte tU 
of eoll eroelon, to eradkmte malaria, and for the developmeot of bvdro-aleom find 
other eohames. For this purpoao the whole river valley have to no wvMao ^ 
inveeHgated, and large eoale state planning resorted to. The davalopmani aad apulrol 
ol induatriee require also joint and co-ordinatei ac^n on tha pvt aayaial pia- 
vinoea. The Working Oommittae advises therefore that to bq|ltt with, aa tat«r*P*S* 
viaoiil committee of experts be appointed to consider the gooeral aatora of tha ftfoh* 
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lens to be faced, and to 
This Expert Gommittee ma; 




snggest how, and in what order, these should be 
A mu vfuiuaiii>too wav soggest the formation of special committees or hna^‘ 

to consider each such problem •separately and to advise the provincial eovemn^n* 
concerned as to the joint action to ne undertaken. ^ 

In particular the Working Committee wishes to draw (be attention of the Ooir 
emments of U. P. and Behar to the urgent necessity of taking immediate acti^ In 
regard to the sugar industry, in order to prevent a repetition of recent haDDenin^ 

which brought calamity and widespread misery to the cane growers in these two dfa 
V inces. The two Ooveruments concerned should take immediate steps to anDoinl 
committee, consisting of experts and those concerned with the industry, to inv^iffata 
the problems and suggest ways and means to control and co-ordinate the industrv 
and to utilize such bye products as are being wasted to-day. ‘ The minimum dfipa m 


cane should be fixed and the interests of cane growers protected by encouragioa their 
or(;anisation and in other ways. The attention of other provinces is also drawn Z 
this problem of the sugar industry. 

The question of a moratorium in regard to debt also involves inter- provincial con 
sideration. 

The Gommittee was also of the view that tlie Congress provinces should apnoint 
committees of their own to deal with their paiticular and peculiar problems The 
ministers dealing with particular departments should also meet iu contereiice to con- 
sider the problems arising in their particular departments. 


New Department in A. I. C. C. Office 

The Committee suggested the addition of one more department to the A. I. C C 
Office to keep in touch with the Ooveruments of the six Cougress provinces and 
find out their difliculties and render them help and advice with a view to brioi; 
about aa much co-ordination between the provinces and provinces and the A. I. C C 
as possible. 

Speakers, Pveaidentf, Parliamentary Secretaries and Membership of 
Congress Executives 

The Committee*s resolution passed at Delhi March last about Ministerial Offices 
and Membership of Congress Executives is to apply not only to Ministers but also 
to Speakors, Presidents of Councils and 1 Parliamentary Secretaries. 

('Delhi resolution— -In the event of any offices of ministers being accepted by 
Congressmen, the Working Committee considers it advisable that such ministera 
shotud not continue to remain members of Congress Executive Committees. But 
they may retain membership of general bodies like the A. 1. C. C. and tbo V. C. Cs.). 

Zanzibar 

The Committee expresses again its •;full sympathy with Indians In Zanzibar In 
their brave struggle against the new decrees wliich are suit* to result in luining 
Indian interests iu Zanzibar and the internal and export trade of the Indian commu- 
nity which has been settjed for so long in tho count ly and which has helped greatly 
in promoting the ))i'OSperity of Zanzibar. The Committee is of opinion that in order 
to give adequate help in this struggle and piotect Iiidiun interests in Zanzibar it is 
essential that an embargo he laid on the import of cloves into India. Tho Committee 
further calls upon the peoole to refrain from the use of -icluves until the ntw decrees 
are rescinded by the Zanzibar Coveinment. 

Meerut District and U. P* 

The Committee considered the letter of the Meerut District Congress Ommittee 
and resolved that in view of tho desire of the Meerut D. C. C. to join the U. P») 
P. C. C. and further because it appears tiiat U. F. is agreeable to this and the 
Delhi P. 0. C. has ])refcrred no objection inspite of onportunity given, this com- 
mittee is of opinion that the proposed change is desirable and recommends accord- 
ingly to the A. 1. C. C. The cliange will necessitate certain couseqnontial changes 
in the constitution and the number of delegates and members of the A. 1. C. & 
allotted to the provinces. Fuilher the transfer of Meerut to U. P. may make it 
desirable for Muzafifanuagar also to be transferred to U. P. These matters should be 
considered in all tbeir beaiiugs and reference made to the parties concerned in regard 
to them so that the A. I. C. C. may be iu a position to decide the matter finally. 
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Labour Commitleo 


Shri Jaiprakasli Narain 
Labour Committee. 


was appoiuteti aa an additional member of the Coogrent 


Shri Nariuiaii'a Caao 

4 1 informed the Committee that he had intimated Shrl K. F. Nariman 

Uiat lie had full permission to have whatever inquiry he wanted and the Working 
Committee will not object to this. 


PrendenI't C^t to the Nation 

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru informed the Comnutloe tlijit he had decided formally to 
trapefer to the nation the owraTship of alt caskets, ptihlio addressofi and other 
articles ho had received diiriiij: his various tuurs in India, Burma. Malaya and 
Ceylon. The col tectum includes caskets etc. received by the late Pandit Motital 
Nehru as well as Shrimati Kamala Ntdini, The articles at present are kept in the 
Miinicipal Museum at Ailahahad. The Museum authorities liavu been ((iven the 
articles for display and safe ousUhlv on Hie flear uudei standing; tlia* soon as a 
national museum is started by C«m;;ress tlo* exhibits will bo bar :<:d over to that 
xnuseam. Tho articles include one i<olJ casket leceivi-d from the Indian community 
of Singapur. a larjje number of silvor lacquer and uthor caskets aud some personalia 
belonging to the late Pandit M'ltilal Nehru, 

The Committee gratefully accepted the collection for tho nation and recorded its 
thanks for the vahiablo gift. 

Budha-Gaya Temple 

Tho Committee was of opinion that the tludha-flaya Temple, exclusive of the 
property attached to it and in posscKsion of the Itudhu-Haya Mahant, should be 
under the managemont of a committee consisting both of Hindus and Indian, Bur- 
mese and Cy’onese Huiihistv. Hahn K.ijiuidra Prasad was requested once again to 
use his iittiuonoe with the Hudha-Hava .Mahant to a<cept {tho arragement suggested 
by the Working Cumrnilteo. 

Neat A. I. C. C. 

The Comraittno decided that tho next A. I. C. C. meeting bo held about the 
20th of <»Mober noxt and tho Working Oiminiiti'o J or d ilays eailiei. Calcutta was 
suggested as the venue. The huat decisi«'n w:is however left to th<} President. 


The Constitution Committee 

The Committee met for the first time at Wardlia on Aiigusi 17 and IK. All tho 
members with th*? cx<:e|»ti<jn Slni -laiiamdas Irnulatr.iin wi-re present. 

TliP Committee ueut through the eonMi!«i?iMn aiii| suggested certain changes 
w'hich tho i:onvi'i».’i was asked to eircuiato to th • P. C. C'. for their information 
and opinion, iieforr* they are ph'i red liefore tho next uioetiug of the A. I. C. C. The 
Committee has suhniiHcd a |iic!iininar\ r«.’|K»it. 

The Constituent Assembly 

In most of the provinces iiotices, to move a lesolution romh'miiing fh« Clovorn- 
mont of India A<A. and ealhng for a Cr,fis»itueni Assembly to fiamo a new consti- 
tution. lukVi* been given. Where Hio ('.fucressineu hold the nrsoliition will be 

moved hv the Treasury henches. In Hftigal the resolution has been disallowed by 
the Oevbinor. 

The protioscd rosolutiori is on Hio fellowiiig lines ; 

“This Assembly is of opini-ui that tho fiovernmunt of India Act. 10.1.). in no way 
represents tho will of Hie .Nation and is wholly •in 'at.isfa*:fory as it has l^'»en deigned 
to porpotuat .0 the siihjection of the people «*f luoia. 'iho Asnombly demands tnw 
this should be repealed and replaced by a CoiiKtilution for a free India fr^ed by 
?. CoDStltuont Assembly eleclod on the Ijasis of adult franchise, which allows tna 
Indian people full scope f'U* devtuopmeul arjcording to their needs and dosirM. 

On August :{1 a resolution uii these linos mov*-l h> tho Premier Sn lUj^opala- 
chari in the Madras Assembly was f»assed. In siudh also a similar resolnlmn was 
passed. 
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The Andamam PiriMmen 

The political priaoners in the Andamans went on hanger strike on Jnlv 24, 1937. 
Among the grievances they wanted to be redressed, they put foiward the demand 
for the general releaso of all political prisoners and 'detenua and the repeal of all 
repressive laws. The country knew of the hunger strike only on the 31st when a 
press communique was issued by the Government of India. There were about ^5 

fi ri 8 onerB on hunger strike. Great anxiety was felt in the country about the fate of 
le prisoners. The Government of India declared that ft will not consider any of 
the grievances or the demands of the prisoners unless the strike is given up. The 
Congress Provincial Governments asked for the repatriation of prisoners, from their 
respective provinoes. The Bengal Government refused to do even this. August U, 
was fixed by the President as an All India protest fday sgslnst the continued keertiog 
of politioal prisoners in the Andamans and the refusal of the Government to reoress 
their grievances or to repatriate them, 

The President issued the following statement about the hunger-strike: 

For some days now we have lived under the oppression of the thought that 
nearly two hundred' of our countrymen are on hunger-strike In the Andamans and 
are painfully starving to death. My feelings were strong and 1 dared not give them 
ntteranoe immediately. And what could T add to the moving and poignant appeal 
of Rabindranath Tagore who came out of his retirement and, In spite of age and 
ill health, said eloquently what all of U 3 feel In our hearts ? If there is any huma- 
nity, any sensitiveness to human sufferiog in us, wu must ^ruspoud in full measure 
to that appeal and to the silent but powerful cry from the Andamans. I dislike 
hunger-strikes, I do not encourage them. But 1 know something also of the horror 
that surrounds these people who in desperation aro driven iu these painful courses. 
Some of us may Imagine that their action was precifiitate. What do they know of the 
innumerable attempts by other means to get lid of their su£ferings and iiumiliations ? 
The question of political piisoners being sent to the Andamans has agitated the oountiy 
for many years now, and liunger-strike and death by starvation lias already taken 
place in the past. But our governments grow more and more callous and think that 
their prestige is more important than the lives of hundreds and the wishes of millions. 
I am told that even |on the present occasion every effort was made by other means 
and when these failed, a few political prisoners resorted to the luinger-strike. Taunts 
and insults on the part of the authorities followed and this resulted in the spreading 
of the hunger-strike to hundreds. It should be remembered that a hunger-strike in 
the Andamans is far worse and more dangerous than in India, for the climate of the 
Andamans Is bad and complications spon follow. News does not reach us and we 
live in suspense to-day, full anxiety for the fate of our youngmen. But let it be 
understood that if anything happens to these youngmen, India will be aflame with 
auger and will not forget it or forget those on whom the responsibility for this will 
lie. Constitutions are as dust in the scale if they cannot give us the power to 
protect our own people. We have seen what is called provincial autonomy function* 
log in Bengal and the Punjab * It is the same ugly thing that we have known so long 
and which crushes our i^pie. How tong aro we going to tolerate the continued 
ineareertUon of detenus ? It is time that a halt was called to this Infamy. The 
reoent order of the Bengal Government, forbidding at the instance of the Press 
Cbneor, even publioation of news of Detenue da}r show the depths to which this 
Govenunent has fallen. Bach one of us' who is silent, compromises with these evils 
and tolerate them. This is not a matter conoerning Bengal only but one which affects 
the whole of India and which touches the honour aud dignity of every Indian. I 
tmat every Congressman will do his utmost at this juncture to make the voice of 
41 , the people heard and wilihes acted upon In regard to the Andaman prisoners and Che 
Detenus. That is oar primary duty to-day. 

I nnderstaod that in Bengal August Ninth has beon fixed as Andaman Day. This 
day la too near perhaps for an All India demonstration. But on this day or a day 
as toon after as possible I trust that demonstratioiis will be held all over India. 

I ehottld also like to mention the strange and revealing case of Pandit Parmanaod 
who was sentenced to a life term in the first Lahore ^nspiracy Case In 1915. For 
twenty-two years he has been continuously in prison although a life term heldom 
exoeeos 15 years and is usually less. Tet he continues in prison. (Pandit Parnia- 
nand has sinoe been released). 

In the Central Assembly Shrl Batyamarti moved an adjournment motion aboat the 
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unconditionally < 
Dcsal issuod the fullowinf; Rtato* 


AnAmn hunger-strike. The motion was carried by 6» votes to 35 in spite of the 
theMovernmSt 1 d<Iuoo Mr. Jinnah and some others to vote with 

Tonoh^ as they said by the nation-wide appeal and Gandhi ji's message all the 
hunger-stikers witn the exception of 7 gave op the hunger-strike unconditionally on 
fno evening of August so. 

In this oonneotion on August 31, t»hrl Mahadeo 
ment to the press from Wardha: 

.. ^ I**? J? to to release the following teWrapIiic communica- 

tion between Mahatma (>andhi on the one hand aiiti the Viceroy and the Chief Com- 
missioner of the Andamans and the Andamans prisoners on the other to the press : 

Mahatma Gandhi ji's telegram to Viceroy, dated August S7 : 

‘If the biingor-strike in the Andamans is still on, cmiM you please wire the 
following to the strikers : “I venture to add my a.lvli!e to Oimidova Tagore’s and 
the Congress Working Committee's to uhandon the strike, relying upon us all trying 
our best to secure relief for you. It would he guiruful on your part to yield to the 
nationwide re(|acst. You will help me personally if 1 could get au assuranuo that 
those who believed iu terrorist methods no longer believe In them and that they 
have come to believe in n«m-violonoo m the host metliod. I ask this b<H!a*’vi- some 
leaders say that the detenus have abjured terrorism, but opiuion to tt; ; jontrary 
also has been expressed— Gaudhi.** I shall esteem vour kindly asking Kjr the reply 
to be wired— Gandhi.’ 

' 1*0 this telegram the Viceroy sent the following reply on August 27 : 

‘120-Gt. Many thanks for your message which 1 am having repeated to tho hunger- 
strikers with request that tliey should telegraph reply to you— Viceroy’. 

This was followed by the following telegram : 

‘Portblair, dated August 28, 225-C. Your message was uersonally delivered by mo 
this morning, August 28, to the hungor-strikers who aske l for time to disciisR the 
niiestiou of calling oil the strike and are still duliberatiog at 7 p. m. Hope lu aend 
further report to-morrow— Andamans'. 

The next morning August 29 came a further telegram : 

‘'229-C, Continuation my telegram 225*0, August 2S Hunger-strike suspended 
unconditionally late last night by an over-whelming majority who broke their fast. 
Only seven remaining on hungof-strike— Andamans'*. 

On this Mahatma Gandhi sent the foilowing telegram to the Atidanaoa on 
August 30 : 

“Thanks, telegram. Glad all but seven broke fast. Do the sevoo give reasoiia 
for continuing fast ? 1 plead with them not to porsist, allowing tho country a 
chance to seek relief. Will duteous not answer my quotiiioii ahoiit non-violence?" 

To this Mahatma Gandhi received the following reply at 7 o’clock this evening t 
Simla, No F-5 Jails, Tho following is the text of a mossHge sent by the Aodamana 
prisoners in reply to your messjige to them : “fouchwi by nationwide appeal and 
your message. NVo suspend hunger-strike on assurauce that, the \yhole country has 
taken up our demands and liecause we are confidently hoping that, w'ithin a reasonable 
period of time you will succeed in getting all our demands fulfilled. We are ^ad 
you have given us the opportunity to express our fiim opinion on terrorism. We 
feel honoui'ed to inform you and through you the nation that those of us who ever 
believed in terrorism do not hoUI to it wiy more and aw convinced of Its futility 
as a political weafwn or creed. We declare that It dofiniiely niUrds rather tiuui 
advances the cause of our country — (tSd.) Hunger strikers and wori'stfikera *— 
Home.’ 

Gandhi ji is in further telegraphic commnnication with tlie authoiities. 


Indian Troop# for China 

On August 21 the Government of India issued a communique to the effect that 
in view of the situation In fihanglial two army uniU have been PlJ^^unttor 
orders to proceed to the Far East. Before the communique was issued the Viceroy 
had a conference with the Leaders of Uie Assembly Party. 

The PiBBldent has Issued the following ststement about the despatch of Indian 
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wishes of the Indisa peoide. The potioj has been condemned by the Congress 
which has declared emphatically that India oonnot permit her armies and people to 
hi er|>loited to her own disadyantage and for the b<>nefit of British imperialism. 

It is stated that Indian troops have been sent to Shanghai to. protect Indian 
interests there; What these Indian interests ar6 few people ,seem to know and it is 
manifest that the interests to be protected are British imperial interests. And even 
if Indian interests have to be protected, it is for the Indian people to decide what 
steps should be taken. The sendimr of Indian troops therefore without the consent 
of the Indian p^ple is thus an affront to India. Though by itself it might he a 
small matter it is a thin end of the wedge and mi^t lead ns to all manner of 
unforeseen entanglements. It might indeed lead us unwittingly to war. 

The Congress has ropeetedly warned us of the dai^r of war and declared its 
opposition to the partioipation of India in any imperialist’ war. This was no empty 
warning but a declaration made after fall consideration of the grave issues inyoWed. 
By that declaration and warning the Congress stands. The world is drifting help- 
lessly to a state of continuons conflict. The Spanish struggle has continued fv 
over a year and. there is no sign of its ending. The Sino-Japanese war, begun in tlis 
modern way without any declaration, but with bombs brioglog destruction and 
death to thousands, may last it is said for years. Wars begin bat do not end easily. 
They spread and consume other countries. This is the world prospect before ub 
and the possibility of an international conflagration threatens to overwhelm humanity. 
How shall we face this crisis of history? Not surely as camp followers ol Imperia- 
list Britain being ordered about to fight her battles and preserve her interests. 

In our pre^oocupations with oar provincial governments, and onrldomestio problems, 
grave asUhey are, we may not forget this mighty thing that overshadows the 
world and might upset, in one great sweep, all our schemes and planning. That 
is the major issue before India as before all other countries and in a decision as to 
how to face It the people of India will have their say and It is their wishes that 
count. Congressmen must be vigilant to this end, not to be so Is to invite disaster. 

Therefore India must protest gainst this despatch of troops to China. lu the 
Far-Eastern conflict our sympathies are inevitably with China, and we wish her 
people success iu malutaiulng their freedom against imperialist aggression. Bui in 
this international game we cannot allow our man power and resources to be used 
as pawns bv others. Today we can protest only, bat that protest will have the 
full strengtn of the Congress behind it if this policy continues. 

Gandhi-Viceroy Intenriew 

Gandhiji had au interview at Delhi with the Viceroy at the latter’s invitation 
on Au^st 4, 1937. The interview lasted for about an hour and a half. The 
following oommiinique Avas issued by the Government to the press : 

His Excellency the Viceroy today cranted an interview to Mr. M. K. Gandhj. 
The interview was in response to a letter addressed by His Excellency during his 
recent tour in Assam, to Mr. Gandhi wherein the Viceroy intimated that he 
would welcome an opportuuity of meeting Mr. Qaodhi if Mr. Gandhi was able to 
come to see him at Delhi on his return journey, that ho had no public business 
to discuss but was anxious to make his personal acquaintance and trusted, therefore, 
that it would bo convenient to Mr. Gandhi to accept bis Invitation. Mr. Gandhi 
in reply informed the Viceroy that he had already been intending to ask His 
Excellency to grant him an interview to disouss the ban on the entry of Khan 
Baheb Aodni Ghaffar Khan Into the North-West Frontier Province and his own 
entry into that province, since while there was no bar against his visiting the 
North-West Frontier Province, he had not intended to do so without the approval 
of the authorities. An interview with the Viceroy would In these circumstances 
be doubly welcome and Mr. Gandhi assumed that His Excellency would see no 
objection to discussing these matters. His Excellency the Viceroy listened wim 
interest to Mr. Gandhi’s views on tho matters In question and 
oommunioate them to the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province, ine 
interview was entirely general and personal in character, the principal subject 
discuasiou being rural uplift and fmprovemeat of the couditlou of the peasantry. 

Political Arrests, Convictions Etc. Since July 8 

The following cases of arrests, couviotious, internments, externments, life 
seizures of literatures, gagging order sod the like have been compiled from 
daily newspapers. 
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It was raportad on July 10 that the Dlitrlot Magiatrate of Amrilaar 

• aaourity of Ba. 250 from the Baojtl Btma Go., Lid, os behalf of whioh an 
asphoatioB was filed for a declaration to publith an Inauranoe Weekly. 

Breemati Indumatl Devi, a detenu under order of Internment at the residenoe 
of her father at Chittagong waa arraatad on July 12 for violation of Internment 
ndea. 

ghrl Bbuaan Dutt. a Bengal datenue, died In the Medical Oollege Boapital, 
Galoutfa, bn July 10 while still under order of detention. 

ghrl Guru Prasad Choudhury was reported on July 14 to have been convicted 
at Bniar on a charge of violation of externment order and sentenced to two 
years' rigorous imprisonment. , 

The JPolice aearohed on July 13 several houses at Bart (Bengal) Includlnir 
those of the Vice-President of the Birbhum District Congress Oommittoe and 
aeoretary of the Birbhum Krishak Committee. Some books and papera were 
seised and three young men were taken to the Police station for ioterro^llon. 

It was reported on July 16 that a notice was served on Pandit Jadunaodin 
Sbarma, President, Qaya District Congress Committee by the District Magistnto 
of Qaya directing him on pain of prosecntton to furnish a seourity of Bs. 2POO 
for good b^viour. 

ftimati Amar Kaur, of the Punjab, waa convicted 
CommisaioDer, Banna, on a charge of sedition and 
till the rising of the court and to pay a fine of Rs. 50. 
ghrl Rabindra Lai Khan was convicted towards the 


on July 16 i v the Asaisiaot 
sentenced to Imprisonment 


llagiistiiie on a charge of violation of Internment rules and sentenced to 


end of July by a Bfidnapur 
...js and sentenced to pay a 
default, undergo one and a naif 


finiT of mpeea one'^ hundred and fifty, or in 
month's imprisonment ..... . 

ghrl SuUias Chandra Bose complilncd publicly that bis correspondence were 
tampend with by the Police and delivery was frequently delayed 

The Lahore Police raided on July 20 Anarkalt Pres.s, locked up the machinery 
and posted an armed guard at the gate. ^ i 

iaortw tamed by the District Mwisfrste of BsDK*lore was served ob July 
24 oa Bhrl M. B. llsssnl, oficistloK General -BecretSTy. All India Onwem 
p«rtj, directing him not to deliver any speech at the Myaoru HUte Youth 
OMfereoce over which he waa to preside. .i j « .■ 

Bhri Abdol Gbafoor Khan, Hember of tho N. W. F. P. Asaefflbly and 
8ecr^ of the Frontier Congress Parliamentary Boaid, was wrested on July 22 

Oo*fh?w* ^tbe budget session of the Bengal I^Mialallve Assembly towirda (be 
end of JuW • notlBoation was iMoed banning all demonstrations In front of and 

”*^lm*Dist5ct*Mi«istrtSi' Hooghly passed an order on July 27 under IheBangal 
Pi«Klin HftfAtv Act on over 100 inifl workcin, including woinon, who had biiOD on 
ffibrt /uil living r (he promises prov'.dod by ^.e U.ll Authorities. In leave 

“®^ntht'Mme day another order was passed by jbe ssmo autWily directing Mr. 
u A Vmmion MIA labour leader not t.'> eutui tho Bhadroshwar Bill area. 
*Mcetin(ffl, includi’ng religious meetlngK, of moio than five perhooa hi the mill area 


iHUUr Dt»bU VI tMw .. — 


plication of the citizen to start 

*“Rve"Vnwnm w^ iro“ted m July 30 at Srlmangal (Assam) and aom. beek. 
by -Didmk Baaumali’* of Calcutta. ,t the head of au army of oooalabta 
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and women who were prooeeding along the Strand Road to the Town Hall to oelo- 
brate the All India Andaman Prisoners' Day. Thirty seven persons Inclndtna 23 
ladles and Dr. J. M. Das Gnpta Acting President, B. P. C. 0. were arrest^ sod 
over 100 persons wero fnjnred. The ladles wore released on the following day 
Some of the men arrested were also released subsequently. Ten of then IncTudlnir 
bhrl J. M. Gnpta were put up for trial. Bhri J. M. Gupla was convicted and 6oe!i 
Rs. 100 and in default to undergo 8 months* Imprisonment Sbrl BajanI Mnkerii 
was convicted on two counts and fined Rs. 50 or one month's imprisonment od 
each count Eight students were let off with a warning. 

It was reported on August 16 that Shrl Shiva Shankar Bharti, a Krisan worker 
of Gaya was sentenced to one year’s Simple imprisonment by the District Magistrate 
for having failed to furnish a security under Section 106, Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

Shrl Kartik Chandra Dutt, a detenu interned In the district of Mymonsingh was 
arrested on August 12 on a charge of violation of internment rules. 

Thirteen workers were arrested on August 14 In connection with the strike of 
the workers of the Sutlej Cotton Mills at Okara, (Punjab) 

Replying to questious put in the Bengal Legislative Council on August 16, the 
Home Minister of the Government of Bengal stated that there were IWO peivons 
under various forms of detention Imposed by the Government of Beugal. 

NOTES 

Kban Abdul Gbaflar Kb»n 

The Frontier Government rescinded all orders of ezternments and of restriction 
under the Public Tranquillity Act except those* relating to Interference with trans- 
broder affairs. As a result of this order the ban out Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan's 
entry Into the Provluce has been lifted as also the ban* on alt Congress and allied 
instltations. 

Release of PoUtleel Priaonen Etc. 

In the six provinces with Congress (k>veromeQt there has been a general release 
of political prisoners, withdrawal of political prosecutions, withdrawal of exteromeot 
and Internment orders, return of newspaper sei'^urltles etc. Some actable cases are: 

Madras : 

Shrl Meherally who had been convicted for disobeying an executive order and 
was in jail was released. 

All the 16 Kottapatam Summer School prlsouers were sot free. 

Two prisoners sentenced for life in coouection with the Rampa Rebellion were 
also released. 

Bombay : 

Ban on more than 200 National organisations was lifted by the Government. 
Notices demanding secuiities from variouii papers aud printing presses were with- 
drawn. Banapati P. M. Bapat who was undergoing imprisonment since 1931 was 
released. Bans on Shrls R. R. Diwakar, Karmakar, Tingshe to entei the Karwar 
district, and on Bhri Indujai Yajuik prohibiting his entry in the district of Ahmeda- 
bad were lifted. 

17. P. ; 

Orders were passed bv the V, P. Government roleaslog all political prisoners can- 
vioted under Section 124(A), I. P. C. or for refusal to furnish securities under 
vSMtioDS lOB aad 1G9, Cr. P. C., withdrawing all oases pending in the courts uuder 
these sections and removing the ban under Criminal Law Amendment Act on poli- 
tical organisations, , . 

Sbris Bachiodra Nath Banyal, Jogeshchandra Cliattorji, Mukundilal, Manmath 
Gnpta, Bachindranath Bakshl of the Kakori Conspiracy Case were released on 
August 24 from Nalni Jail after about 11 years u( iucaroeratiou. Shris Kashiram 
and Shivsiogh were also released. 

Bshar i 

The Government withdrew all Internment and axternment orders uiider the 
Fubtio oafety Act, th« extorneee wjs Shrl Meniodra Narayaa Boy who haa 

been woUtog in the All India Congress Ommittee Office for some time. 
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The disabilities imposed on a number of younj^meo, whose moTomonta were 
related for years under the Crimina! Tribes Act, unjustifiably applied to them, 
were remoTod. 

C, 

‘ Bwttrities deposited by the Bfaharaslitra, thn S;iliieya and the Rajasthan presses 
were returned to them. A seomity of Ks. 5,0(X) of the Rajasthan press ^hioii was 
recently forfeited will also he refunded. Mist of tim political prisimnrs irero released. 

Jtkal (Orissa): 

All peuding political cases wt>re withdrawn, securities from presses and papers 
returned and most of the political pris<inei*s released. 


The All India Gingress Committee 

Calcutta — 29th. October to 31at. October 1937 

A meeting of tlie All Indi«a Congress Oiminitteo was hidd at C:ik?nlta on Out 23, 
■10 and 31, 1937 iu a special Pandal cicctn.| for the l‘.U inemlHUs n«pr<*stMi- 

tine all the Provinces were present. Sliii .lawjih.irlal N«‘hiu presid*' !. 

^e rainutea of the last mthiting htdd at Delhi on Miirch 17 and IH, 1337, alniady 
circulated were confimied. , ^ ..... 

Tlie audited accounts for llio period from I -I -.10 t> 15-1 1 -.10, t.ho Auditors not# 
and tho General Secretary's explsiintiou on it were pl.-Kasi Imfor.i the Committee. The 
Committee passed tho audited accounts. ^ . i 

The following resolutions recommended by tho Working Qommittoc were paned 

1. TUak lienorial Swaraj Fimd 

Wherea.s all the funds collected for tho Tilak Memorial Swar.u Kun«l have, 
tlie sum of Rs. .47,755-4-8 which was with tho A. 1. C. C. ou November 15, IKW, 
been spout for purposes for which they were intended or have been hatnlad ©rw to 
the bodies for whom they wore ojir-maiketJ, it is no longer necessary to lie»l tb# 
accounts of the A. 1. C. C. as All India Tilak Memorial .swaraj hiind Such accounts 
should hencoforll. bo style-J the All India Uongress OommUice AccountH. 

2. Condolence— Sbri Blanllal Kothari 

The Csmmitiee place on record their deep <4orro\v at the death of Shri Manilal 
ffotliari a member of tho A. I. C. C.. who worke«t oeaHeh ssly for the ailvaticiNnent 
of thB caiwo (»( tlw In linn Nalio:iiil C6.i2n«< in aeuvititM niM 

hin best to tlio iwtional o wse s.nco tli« 

offer their Ikaitfolt^aiia sinoiTe <.o:i'b»l<!ic.!s w members of ilio umiiy. 

3 Dr. Rabindranath Tafora’t Roeovory 

Th» A. I O r felicitate the N:itiofi on thu happy r.uovery ^ her illimtriuttS sou 
lUWu^^Nkth Ilia rc^.s.f .,erious ill»u*s> and hope that he may be spaied 

for many years for the service of India and lluroa.ni>. 


By a resolution dated tji« !8th Mar . accept ofllre In provin- 

it was resolved that Po*^“***^“ logiKlatarli tf the Iffea.Ji-r of 

ces whero the Congress “.A gfij, imbikly that the Oovnnior would 

the CoDgresB Paitv or w do^ Hie advice of miubHers in 

not use his special powers of interference or sci »« 

regard to their coostitutipotl *®**^*;*^* . a«ciMtioiis were made on Ibis Isati# on 

®8liice the said r^tmn, *«*»*^*'*\ ?« J t£Se doolai itioiia and the 

behalf of the Bntish occurred after tb# 

STo* cTJSffaHoS Iff 'iiawh hS“ he Woikieg. Oo-*ittee of <vioiMi tlut U 

to «. their 

41 
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flavlog considered the views of tho Congress members of the Leglslstnres md 
Congressmen generally, the Working Committee sCt Wardha at its meetfng held In 
July 1037 came to the oonoluslon and resolved that Congressmen be permitM to 
accept office wherever they were invited thereto. 

usd oiroamstanoes permitted, the Working Committee was anxious to obtain the 
sanction of the All India Congress Committee in the matter bnt the Committee felt 
that delay in taking a decision at that stage would have' been Injnrious to the country's 
interests and that me matter demanded a promp^t and Immediate decision. 

*It is therefore resolved that the action of the Working Committee In taking 
the said decision be ratified. 

In view of the announcements made on behalf of the British Government 
that steps will be taken to inaugurate the proposed Federation, the All India 
Congress Committee reiterate their emphatic condemnation of and complete 
opposition to the scheme and their decision to combat it in every possible way 
open to them. An attempt to inaugnrate this scheme, despite the clearly 
expressed will of the nation, wilt be a challenge to the people of India. The Com- 
mittee therefore call nppn the Provincial and local Congress Committees and the 
people generally, as well as the Provincl^ Governments and Ministries, to prevent 
the im^sition of this Federation, which will do grave injury to India and tighten 
the bonds which hold her in subjection to imperialist domination and reaction. The 
Committee are .of opinion that Provincial Governments should also move their 
legislatures to give formal expression to this opposition to the proposed Federation 
and to intimate to the British Government not to impose It on their provinces. 

6. Japan's Aggmseinn In China 

The All India Congress Committee view with mve concern and honor the 
imperialist aggression of Japan in China attendea with wanton oruelty and the 
bombing of the civil population. 

The Committee express their deep sdmiration for the brave and heroic struggle 
which the Cfiunese people nre‘ oonducting against heavy odds for maintaining the 
integrkv and the independence of their country and congratulate them for aohieving 
iotenuu unity In face of national danger* 

The Committee offer thdlr heartfelt sympathy to the Chinese people in their 
national oalamity and, on behall of the people of India assure them of their solida- 
rity with them in thmr struggle for maint^nlng their freedom. 

The Comasittee, further, oall upon the lumsu people to refrain from the use of 
Japanese goods as a mark of theiir sympathy with the peeple of China. 

7. ilUhnupofie Coagraas QfjgMiisntton 

The A* I. G. C. strongly deprecate the ooDtinuanoe of the ban on About 110 
Congress organisations in the distriot of Midnspore imposed by the Government of 
Bengal and are of opinioo that the plea put forward by the Goveroment to the effect 
that the Congress Committees are limbs of a terrorist organisation is an altogether 
false one 

8. IhAmm aaJ Aadaomns Piisowen 

The Committee are of opinion tiist tho detenus who have been detained to long 
without trial should be forthwith released. 

Id view of the statement made by the Andamans prisoners in the tektgram to 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Committee are of opinion that they should be forthwithrreieiuied. 

9. Eepression la Bewgil end Piii^ab 

the Committee strongly depreoate : 

(а) Orders against large number of inhabitants of the distriot of Miduapore, 

Chitting and some othor areas, xestrietiog theii* moveiaealB and iotlvItieB 
and oonatitating a humiliating intarfereooe with the perSonai and. dvil 
liberties of the citizens. ^ 

(б) O^rs reouiring more than 20,000 Hindu youths -in the ObIttagOQff district 

to carry identity cards. . ^ 

(e) Oiders restriotlBg entry into Darjeeling of Hindu youths between 14 and 

(d) The detantton ot Sardar Teja Singh Btvatantra, M« L. A. under legnlH^ 
111 of 1818 After* haviim been elected unopposed to the Punjab AaaettHfi 
ui ordeea of leatralimand restriotioa ttaiust othw poUtioal workeca in the 
Punjab thus ^barrii^ them from their tegitiingte poutM aotlfitiee. 
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10. Indwa EbUm Abroad 

The All India Congress Gjmmittee urijo the («overnm*!>nt of India t'> remove all 
rastraiDte and restrictions on entry into India of all political exiles ioolndina 

Svt VirendraniUh Ohattopadhyaya, Dr. Abanl Ifnkherjee, Syt. Blahendra Pratap, 
Syt randnrang Sadtshw Kh^khoje, Sardar Ajit Siocrh, Maiilvi Ahdnllah Khan. Dr. 
Taraknath Dae, Qazzi Abdul Wali Khan. Syt Basanta Kimar Roy, Syt. Prithvi Singh, 
Har Dayal and Syt Rash Behari Dose. 

The Committee are further of opinion that a general assurance should be given 
to all Indians abroad, who are not sure * of their freedom on returning home, that 
on their return to India no repressive action will be taken against them for any 
past activities. 

11. Indians In Zansibar 

The Oommibtee express their full sympathy with the Indians in Zanzibar in their 
brave struggle against the new decrees which are sure to result in ruining Indian 
iotorests in Zanzibar and the internal and export trade of the Indian community 
settled for so long in the oointry which has helpod groatly in iirotnuting the pros- 
perity of Zanzibar. The Ooramiitoo are of opinion that in order to give ai«H|oate 
help in this struggle and protect Iniian interests in Zinzibar It ik ossentin! ih4t an 
embargo should be laid on the import of cloves into India. The tkimmi'f^^e further 
call upon tho people to refrain from the use of cloves until the new decrees arc 
rescinded by tne Zanzibar Government. 

The Committee regret the position taken up by the Government of India on ttio 
resolution moved by the Congress Party in the Central Legislature rogardioff the 
treatment of Indians in Zanzibar by the Zanzibar Oovernmont and aro of opinion 
that the efforts made by the Government and the results attained by them aro 
entirely inadequate to protect the Interests of tho Indians in Zanzibar. 

The ^mmittee feel confident that by the boycott of cloves bj the Indian people, 
the Zanzibar Government will be compelled in tho ond to do justice to Indians by 
rescinding tho objectionable decrees. 

12. Paloelliie 


The Committee record their emphatic protest against tho reign of terror that hM 
been established In Palestine by British Imperialism with a view to oooroe the 
Arabs into accepting the proposed partition of Palestine and assure thm of the 
solidarity of tho Indian people with them In their struggle for national freedom. 


13. Moorut and Munlfamasar IXsIriels 

It is resolved that the districts of Ifeemt and Muzaffarnagw be 
the Delhi Congress Province and inoorporatod in the Uniton rrovmoes uoogrees 
Province and oonsequontial changes be .made in the Constitation, 

14. Skimp in Cotton Priewl 

The •ttenfion of the Committoe h» beeo drewe to |“ SlSS 

cultivators of cotton in this country have ^n ^Tha^Oommltlns 

of Indim cotton by reason of over prc^oction 
have farther been appraised that American cotton has fallen 
cotton and this situation has resulted In the cnoouragemeot of the import of foroiga 
cotton in this country. Tho Committee therefore resolve : * . * * i 

ih) n*t • conmitBe ooMisting of Bhri Jemoelel B»iy. Bhri Bha^w ^ 

aS'ifssssiK. ssri, t.-ssti.it 

iotorests of oottoo-growere in th« oountry. 


RMolatioiM by the Memben of the A. I. C. C. 


IS. - 

The foUowing roaohition wse 
Mtttae for to oeasUomtioB ond for 


tooOMOM to 

to tho A. I. C. C. 


■otion 


I.V.V. to tho WotkliiiO^ 
it nar doom noooossrr la this 
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‘^The All India Congress Committee, while welcoming the steps taken by Congress 
Cabinets in the direction of the release of political prisoners and detenus, note that 
there are still several political prisoners in provinces where Congress Cabinets exist 
and that in many cases steps have not yet been taken to repeal repressive laws, even 
those which authorise detention without trial. 

*^Tho Committee note also with anpreliension the fact that certain Congress 
Cabinots have chosen to take action unacr such repressive provisions of the law as 
Section 124- A of the Indian Penal Code and Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

^'The A. I. C. C. call for the complete Implementing of tho Congress Election 
Manifesto in this connection by the immediate and unconditional release of all poll- 
tical prisoners by Congress Cabinets and for the taking of immediate steps for the 
repeal of repressivo laws.” 

The following resolutions were passed : 

16. Ban on Books 

The A. 1. C. C.- call upon tho Provincial Guvernments run by Congressmen, to 
lift the ban on political books. 

17. Titles and Decorations 

The A. I. C. C. are of opinion that in provinces where Congress ministries 
exist, the Assemblies should adopt resolutiuns expressing tlieir desire that no 
farther titles or decorations should bo conferred on inhahitanls of those provinces 
and that the Cabinets should intimate to the King that they will not make any 
recommendations for such titles or decorations and do nut desire any to Ke 
conferred in their provinces. 

18. Redistribution of Provinces on Linguistic Basis 

The A. I. C. C. reaffirm the Congress policy regarding tho redistribution of 
provinces on a linguistic basis and recommend to the Madras and Bombay 
Governments to consider tho formation of a separate Andhra aud Karnatak 
province respectively. 

Tho A. 1. C. C. also ask the Congress Cabinet in Bihar to take early steps to 
restore the Bengali speaking areas at present comprised in Bihar to the province 
of Bengal. 


19. Mysore 

The meeting of the A. 1. C. G. expresses its emphatic protest against the 
ruthless policy of repression as indicated by the ioaugiiratiou of various restrictive 
and prohibitory orders aud political prosecutions launched in the Mysore State 
and also against the suppression of civil rights and liberties by denying the 
elementary rights of speech, assemblage and association. 

This meeting sends its fraternal greetings to tho jieeple of Mysore and wishes 
them all sucooss in their legitimate non-violent struggle and uppuala to the people 
of Indian States and British India to give all Bupi>ort aud encoiiragemeut to the 
people of Mysore iu their struggle agaiost the State for right of SLdf-dotormiuation. 


' Proceedings of the Working Committee 

Calcutta— October 26tli. to NoTcmber lit. 1937 

A meeting of tho Working Committee was held at Slirl Sarat Chandra Bof®’® 
residence, (Silctttta from October 26 to November 1, 1937. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 

***^^e^momboni present were : Maalana Abul Ealam Azad, Bhris Sarojini Naidu, 
Vallabhhhai PateV Jsmnalal Bajaj, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Snb^s Chandra 
Bose, Jairimdos Danlatram, BhuiMhai Desai. Narendra Bev, Sbankarrao Deo, 
Aohjttt Patwardhan and J. B. Kripaiani. 



-26 0CT.-1 NOV. ’37 J PRO0BBDINO8 OP WORKING COMM tTfEEr ttt 

The Prime-Mialstera ia the sevoa Coaeross nravinnrtB a. 

Those preseot were Shris Qoviud Piint 

Shri KnshttS Sinha (Behar), N B. Khare fil 

J 5 bri Bajagopafacharl was absent owing to ill health. Dr lOwn ShV wai .H 
owing to pr^sure of work. The Oommittoo conferreJ with prwar on*T£ 

problems arising m thoir respective provinces * proHOBT, on me 

by^o“f“T'o‘'c following snbjecU for adoptioa 

I (1) T)'»k SwMaj Fund, (2) Condoicncc-Shri UaniW Kothwl, O) 

Dr. tabtnara Nath Tagore’s rwover^v, (4) Katiraation o( Working AmarftC 
^^twn OB Office Aooeptanoo, (5) Fe loratioti, (G) Japan's Aggrewlou ta SiwL 
(7) Midnaporo Congress Organisation, (8) Deleons aui AndaiiMS IViaow^ 
Kepr^on in ^neal and Punjab, (10) luilian Exiles Abroad. (11) ladiauTn 
Zanaibar, (12) Palostioc, (Id) Meerut and Muz.ilTarnagar Districts, (14) Blaap In 
Cotton prices. • 

iVofe— For the text ol the resolutions seo the proceoiJincs of tho A. I. C. CX 
given above. 

Tho following farther resolutions woro passed by tho Commlttoo 


15. Minority Rights 


Tho Congress has solemnly and ropoatcdly doularod its policy In ? "giud to the 
lights of the minorities in India and has stated that it considois it its dnty to 
protect these rights and ensure tho widest possible scope for the development of 
these minorities and their participation in the fullest measure in the poltUcah 
economio and cultural life of the nation. The ohjoetivo of tho Congress is an 
independent and unitod India whore no class or grouj) or majority or minority 
may exploit another to its own advantage, and whore all the otoments in the 
nation may oo-operate togoiher for tho common good and the advanoomont of the 
people of India. This objective of unity and minual co-oiioration in a common 
f reborn does not moan tho suppression in any way of tho rich variety amt 
luiltural diversity of Indian life, which have to be preserved in order to give 
freedom and opportunity to tho iudividual as well as to each group to develop 
iinhindcrod accoraing to fts capacity and iuclination. 

In view, however, of attemps having boon mado to misinterpret tho Congrem 
policy in this regard, tho Ail India Congress Cimmittco desiro to reiterate this 
policy. The Congress has included In its resolution on Fundamental Rights that 
(i) Every citizen of India has the right of free expression of opinioou the 
right of free association taud combination, and the right to assemble t’^^acefully 
aim without arms, for a purpose not opposed to law or morality. 

(«) Every citizen shall enjoy freedom of <;onsoiem;e and the right fracly to 
profess and practise his religion, subject to public order atid morality. ^ . 

(m») The culture, language and script of the minorities and of the infferunt 
linguistic areas shall be protected. .... . « 

(in) All citizens are equal before tho law, irrespective of rclrgioo, caste, creed 


W’ No disability attaches to any ciWsoB by rMsoa of bis or hot relicioa. 
caste, ereed or sex ia regard to public employment, otnee of |K»wor or nonour, ana 
in the exerci.sd of any trado or calling. , * 

(vi) All citizens have equal rights and duties in regard to weirs, tanks, roads, 
schools and places of public resort, raalntaiDed out of funds, or 

dedicated by private persons for tho use of the general public. 

tvii) Tno l^to shall observe neutrality m regard to all religions. 
iviii) Tho franchise shall be oa tho ba«K of uuiversal adult , ... , 

{ix\ Every oitizeo is froo to move throughout India a^l ^ to 

any part thereof, to acquire property aid to follow any ^ S 

b« traated eqtraily with regaid w !«««• prosecutioa or protootwo lo all part* of 
India. 

Those olaases of the Fanclamoiital Riijhts rcspliition i| ‘•J®* si 

he BO Marieienae in matters of oonscreace, rolieioo. or oBto rc, “ 

entitled to keep its personal her xritboat any chaage m this ri«|ieet konig imposea 

^ po^om of the Ooagtess ia •^f‘1 

iy laade^Mr ia Congress rosolnUoas aod ftoally la tho fclactico Haoifesto BStwo 
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ImI jht. The Ooopess is opoosed to tbis deoision as It is anti-national, aati-demn 
ontio and is a tMurier to lodian freedom and the development of Indian nniw* 
Nevertheless the Congress his declared that a change in or supersession of the 
Oommnnal Decision should only be brought about by the natural agreement of the 
parties concerned. The Congress has always wolcomed and is prepared to take dd 
vantage of any opportunity to bring about such a change by mutual agreement. 

In all matters affecting the minorities in India, tho Congress wishes to proceed 
by their co-operation and throngh their goodwill In a common undertaking and for ttie 
realization of a common aim which is the freedom snd betterment of ail the Deo&lA 


16. Damodar Cansl Tan 

The Working Committee sympathises with the brave strugle carried on by the 
sgrionHurist population of the Damodar Canal area of Burdwan Distriot against the 
imposition of an unjust and excessive tax for the supply of water from the Damo 
dar Canal. 


17. Punjab Unity Conference 

The Working Committee have fully considered the recommendations of the Kre- 
cutive of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee in regard to Congress participa- 
tion in the provincial Unity Conference and have heard the representatives of the 
P. C. C. and of the Congress Party in the Punjab Assembly on this subject. The 
Committee appreciate the weight of tho objections advanced by the exocutive of the 
Punjab P. 0. C. and feel that, in view of the repression of poHtioal activity and the 
arrest of Con^essmen by tho Punjab Government, and repeated attacks on the Con- 
gress by the Punjab ministers, It Is difficult to extend any measure of co-operatioo 
to that Government. The Committee further realise that tlie withdrawal of promin- 
ent Sikh and other representatives frow the Conference make any satisfactory settle- 
ment by the Conference difficult of achievement. Nevertheless the Committee are 
of opinion that the Consress should not withhold its co-operation from any effort to 
solve the oommnnal proolens. Such oo-operation should, however, be offered on the 
basis of Congress principles and an agreement should be sought In accordance with 
those badio principles. The Worhlog Committee therefore recommends that the Con- 
gress representatives on the Couferenoe should remain there until further dlrectioua 
are given. 


18. Shri K. F. 'Narinaa 

The Working Committee considered the report of Shri M. K. Gandhi and Bhri 
D. N. Bahadarji regarding the issues raised by Shri K. F. Nariman. The Committee 
also considered the covering lettei' of Shri M. Gandhi and the two statements issued 
by Shri K. F. Nariman In regard to the report of the Inquiry Committee. The Com- 
mittee are of opinion that in view of the ffodlogs in this report and his acceptance 
of them and his subsequent recantation, his conduct has been such as to prove 
him unworthy of hoiuing any position of trust and responsibility in the Congress 
OTganisatioiLi 

In view of these facts the Working Committee directs that the report and the 
letters accompanying It be publfshed in the press. 

Ibe CommIttM gave the following ioterpretatioa of Article III Clause (f ) * 

19. MemberiUp Yesr 

A primary member who has enrolled himself in any particular year shall continue 
to be on the electoral roll till the next annual electoral roll is prepared. 

It was also decided that between the period of completion of tho electoral roll and 
Hhe next general election the enrolment of primary members should stop. 

InterpretiDg Article VI (g) the Committee decldod that the number of primary 
members entitled to elect a dmegate in any province should be the same and not vary 
from district to district. 


21* N.- W. F. Plwviace— Last Date of EnfelaMnl 
As the Congress organisstions in the Frontier Province were under ban nodi 
recently the Goasaiittee as an ezoeptioiial case extended the last date of the enrol* 
nent primiury mmbera to December 15, 1937. 
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The Baa4« Matwaoi Song 


MIowiDg BtOment W 18 issoed by the WorUi^ Oommittee with 5bgard to tho 
ooDtroTorey about the national song ^'Bande Mataraii?* 

A oontroTersy having recently arisen about tho Baade Mataram song, the Working 
OommlttM desire to explain the slgntficaoce of this song. This song appears in 
Auiklni Chandra Chatter ji's novel ^^Anandamatha" but it* has been pointed out In his 
biography, that the song was written Independently of, and long before the novel, 
and WM sub^quently incorporated In It The song should thus be oonsidered apart 
from the book. It was set to muslo by Rabindranath Tsgore In 1890. The eong and 
the words *^Bande Mataram" were considered seditions by the British Qoveromeot 
and were sought to be suppressed by violence and Intimidation At a famous session 
of the Bengal Provincial Conference held in Barisal in April 1900, under the preei- 
dentsbip or 6hrl A. Rasul, a brutal lathi charge was made by the police on the dele- 
gates and volunteers and tho '^Bando Mataram" badges worn by them were violently 
torn off. Some delegates were beaten so severely as they cried "Bandf Mataram" 
that they fell down senseless. Since then, during the past thirty years, innumerable 
instances of sacrifice and suflferiog all over tho country have b^o aaaoolited with 
^'Bande Mataram" and men and women have not hesitated to face death even with 
that cry on their lips. The song and the words thus became symbols of national 
resistance to British Imperialism in Bengal especially, and generally In other parta of 
India. The words “Bande Mataram" bet^amo a slogan of power whioh loaplred our 
people, and a greeting whioh over remind us of our struggle for national freedom. 

Gradually the use of the first two stanzas of the eong spread to other provlnoea 
and a certain national eigalficaace began to attach to them. The reat of the eong 
was very aeldom used and Is even now known by few persona. Tbeee two etanaaa 
deecribea In tender language the beauty of the motherland and the abondanoe of her 
gifts. There was absolutely nothing in them to whioh objeotion oould be taken from 
the religions or any other point of view. The eong was never sung as challenge to 
any group or commanlty In India end was never considered as suon or m eflbndinf 
the sentiments of any oommnnlty. Indeed tho roferenoe In It to thirty ororee ol 
Indians makes it olear that it was meant to apply to all the people of ladle. At no 
time, however, was this song, or any other eong formally adopted by the Oengreee 
as the National Anthem of India. But popular usage gave it a apeolel and nanonal 
importanoe. 

The Working Committee feel that past assoolatioDS, with their long reoord of 
suffering for the cause, as well as popular usago, have made the llret two ataniae of 
this eong a living and inseparable part of our national movement and as suoh they 
most command our affection and respect. There Is Dothlng in the staosae to whten 
any one can take esception. The other stausis of the song are little known and 
hardly ever sung. They contain certain allusions and a religious Ideologv whioh may 
not be in keeping with the ideology of other religious groups in India. 

The Committee recognise the validity of the objection raised by Muslim frionda to 
certain parts of the song. While the Committee have take note of such objeotion in 
BO far as it has intrinsic value the Committee wish to point oat that the modern 
evolution of the use of the song as part of National life is of Infinitely greeter 
iroportonoe than its setting in a hiitoiical novel before the national movement bed 
taken shape. Taking ail thlbgs into consideration therefore the Committee reoem* 
mend that wherever the Bande Mataram is sung at national gatborings only the ftret 
two stanzas shonld be sung, with perfect freedom to tbs organisers to slug any otbw 
Bong of an unobjectionable character, In addition to, or fn Ihs plaoa of, the osnde 
Mstarsm song. 

But while there can be no question about the place that Bande Mi^am has 
come to occupy in the national life, the same cannot be said os to the other Mngs. 
Ftople have adopted songs of their choice, Irnvspectivo of merit. An sutbMtio 
oollection hu long been Wt u a desMeratam. Jbe Opmmlttge ttyefere apwtat a 
aob-oommittee conaiating of Manlana Abut Kalam Azad, 8hri Jawhar^ llehra, 
Bhn Bubhaa Chandra Ib^ and Bhrl Narendra Dev, to Siam Ine all the <mrmt 
national aonga that may be sent to It and those who are so inolined are Inylied 
to eend their compositions to this aub-commltteo. tte 

. i'l l — el... runtfitiifiiA the oolleotion tnai It I 


eongi to received,' aubmit to the Working Oommittee 
vhooee to recognise as being worthy of . • i** *^j; Si 

Only aooh songs as are composed In aimplo Hindoatani w oan ba id aptad 
tol^ aad luiTe a roiuiog and inspiring tun#* ’»*il be aooepted bv the anb^oommntoe 
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lor ezamination. The sah-conimittee shall ooimilt and take the advice of P/u.* 
Babindra Kath Twre. ^ 

The Working Committee recommends to P. C. Gs. to take similar steps in renn 
to songs in the provincial langnages. 

iVb<i^In the above statement attention is drawn to th e reference in the Bandn 
Matarsm song to thirty crores of Indians. It should be remombered that this fieure 
orept fn at a later stage when the song came to have a national significance ® as 
B snkim Chandra Chatterji wrote it, the figure was seven orores. This apblied to 
the then province of Bengal which included Behar. Even then it referred to the 
entiro population of the province without any religious distinction. 


CongroM Time-Table 


The following circular was issued by the General 
Congress Committees on November 13, 1937 


Secretary to all the Provincial 


Dear Sir, 

The previously announced dates of the open Session of the next Congress at 
Haripura have been changed as those conflicted with the Id holidays. As a conse- 
quence tlie dates for the cleotion of delegates and the President* have also bepu 
changed. The new dates are as under 


Open Session of the Congress— Feb. 19, 20 and 21, 1938. 

A. I. O. C. and Subjects Committee— February 16, 17 and 18, 1938. 

Eleetion of President and members of the A. 1. G. C.— January IG, 19:i8. 
Presidential Nomination upto— January 3, 1938. 

Election of delegates— Dec. 19 to 26, 1937 (both days inclnsivc). 

(For the election of delegates eight days have been given. Tiie cdection may he 
held on any of these days. The three months* rule has been slightly modifieil 
owing to the exigencies of the situation. 


Congress Members for 1038 

Tho total number of primaiy members enrolled this yoar is 31, 34, 249. This 
dgure does not include the members from Burma and N. W. P. Provinces, whose 
figures have not been received at tho time of writing. 

. . The total number of members enrolled last year was 6,33,131. The increase this 
year has been phenomenal. 


THE CONGRESS LABOUR COMMITTEE 

:Wardha, September 18 and 19, 1937 

A meeting of the Ijabonr Oommittoe was hold at Wardhn on Reptemher 18 anfl 
19. The members -present wore: Shris Shankorlali Banker, M. K. Masani .and J. B. 
Kripalani. The following resolutions woro passed : 

Joint Mooting of Labour Committee and Congress Ministers for Labour 
The Labour Committee, while noting with satisfaction the first stojis taken hy 
Congress Cahioots in various provinces towards tho implementing of the policy and 
programme of tho Congress in respect of industrial workers, strev^ses th** urgent 
necessity of devising measures to give effect to the programme envisaged in the 
Congress Election Manifesto- and to thoso items referred to in tho w orking 
Committee's Besolutton of March 1, 1937, and to foster the growth and developmuot 
of a bealtby and strong Trade Union movement. 

The Committee is of opinion that the working out, as far as local conditions per* 
mit, of a . uniform labour policy to be followed by Congress Cabinets in seven pro- 
vinces will help the cabinets in those provinces to quicken tlio pace of progress ana 
will also faoilitate the adoption of a similar policy in other provinces. , 

The Gommlttee therefore resolves that a Joint Meeting of the Oommitteo ana 
Minlirtera and ^rliamentary ^retaiies for Labour in Congress Cabruets slionM 
held to exchange views, discuss common problems and diflicnltit-s and evolve, is 
as conditions permit, a uniform Labour Policy for Congress Cabinets. . 

The Iteretary of this Committee is requested to convene such a meeting 
OMeatta on or about October 26, 1937 and to issue invitations to it. 

The OoBimIttee requests the Secretary to oommunioate with the ^ 

Labour in Congress Oibioets and to obtain from them all available informatioo 
the following points for the above meeting. 
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if) l^ureB, administratite aad legia]ftttT^ already taken in raapenl nf i 
workers in Moordance with the terms of the Oongreea Klootion luSfeeto n__ 
enlerij the Working Oommittee’a reaolntion ofKaroh 1, 1937 f6r n lifiM 
fSght Honrs day without reduction of wages and unemployment relief ; end alao thilr 
programme for the future. 

(9) Their imwB and comments on the communique of the Bombay OaHett daM 
Au^t 17, 1937. ^ 

ic) Difficulties encountered by them in their work. 

(d) The attitude of Trade union oiganisations towards their oahintta and lla 
policy. 

( 0 ) Matters requiring co-ordinated action by more than one proyinoial Qo? emamnl 
and proMBsls for action in other provinces which would help them in their work. 

if) Proposals for action, legislative or administrative, caliM for on the part of ths 
Government of India. 

The Serretarv is requested to circulate material received from Ministers of Labour 
to members of this committee and other Ministers and Parliamentary Seoretarlee in 
advance of the meeting. 

Collection id StoliaBca 

The Committee feels that reliable etatistics and information regardh<|i‘ ihe wagsai 
conditions of employment and state of organisation of industrial iaboui are eaeenHnb 
for the proper understanding and for devising measut*eK fur the amelioration of tbs 
conditions of the workers and therefore urges on IVuvincial Government and parti* 
cnlarly on Congress Cabinets, tlie urgent necessity of collecting and publishing snob 
statistics and information where these are nut at present availame. 


Congress Committeos and Labour 

The Committee draws attention to its resolution adopttnl on Auftust 18 and 19, 1995 
to the efftnjt that ^H^ugress Committees should take more active interest in queatione 
affecting the welfart* of Industrial luhour and give all such help as they can Co Cbo 
unions working on principles and policies of the Coogre.sH and where no labonf 
uaions exist the Committees should through suitable agency help the worknrt to 
organise cm the alK)vo lines.'’ 

The Secretary .should ascertain from the Congress Committees what etepa they 
have takcu aod are taking in furtherance of tho resolution and report to the nail 
meeting of tlie Committee. 

Protected Industries 

The Curamitteo draws the attention of the Congress i’arty in the Indian I^glalativo 
Assembly to the rc.solutiuo of the Committee adopted on August 18 and 19. 1996 that 
'^Industries receiving protection from the State should be iiuder a legal obligation te 
give adequate wages to their workers and gonerally accord fair treatment to tbedi'* 
and requests them to give effect to the said resolution. 

Tlie Sec retar Y ho lequested to commuoicaie this to tho Assembly Party, onquirn 
what steps weiu hoinjv uken in furtherance of tho resolution and to report to the 
next meeting of the &)mmittee. 


Calcutta— October 25tb. aod 26tb. 1937 

The Congress lAbour Committee met io joint session with the Oooitrsss Ijtolsters 
and Parliaiuentary StHiretarios of lal»oiir in the seven Cougreae provinoen at ualontta,' 

ou October 26 and 26. 1937. . - 

The members of the Labour. Committee present were ; Sbns jwramoaa UomairaM, 

Shnnkerlal Banker, Jaiprakasti Narayan. M. P: 

* The Labour Ministera present were : Shria U. (I. Khare (Boinnay 
Katin (U. P.) and Bodhram Dube (Utkal). 

The Parliamentary ill SLited^W 

(Bombay) and Jimalkisbore Agarwal (U. P .) Shri V. ^^^**** ^ 

tha Mndru nod C. P. Qovernasents to participate in the Joint OonierenM. 

The Oenimnoe waa opened by 8hri Jawa^lM Mehru, Preaident, Indian 
Nnlionnl Oongreae. Bhri Jalraasdae Itoulatram ji^reiteed^ ntecMl b^ovu 

Shri Shibnath Baneril, President All dndia .Oowees pl^ed belar# 

the Oeograaa the Inbonr deasaada formulated by the Tradn Union Oengread. 

48 
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1 plioj^ before the Oonference the grieyuioes of agricoltoni 

The Oonferenoe then discnssed the question of uniform labour proerammA 
and policy to be followed in the CoDj^ress provinces. 

Toe Conference passed the following resolutions : 


1. Labour DepartmenU 

The Congress Labour Committee met in joint Conference with the Congress Minis- 
ters and Parliamentary secretaiies of Labour of*some of the provinces and considered 
with them the onestion of laying down a uniform programme in regard to labour 
The statement of Labour policy issued by the Bombay Congress Ministry was appro- 
ved of and was made the basis of discussion for detailed recommendations for action 
The discnssion disclosed that in most provinces pre-congress Governments had not 
set up adequate maobinery for the study and solution of labour problems. The joint 
Conference feels that it will be difficult to make headway in the treatment of labour 
qaestions in the provinces and in the preparation of a concrete programme for 
uniform action, unless necessary information is collected and made available. The 
Conference therefore resolves that as an indispensable first step an adequately staffed 
Labonr Department, on the lines generally of the Bombay Labour Office be set up 
.immediately for the collection and publication of the required satistical and other 
data relating to labour particularly in regard to cost of living, family budgets, rates 
of wages and average earnings, trade disputes, trade unions and condition of industry 
inolndiDg profits. 


2. Programme of Work 

With a view to secure uniform action in the various provinces the Confereoco 
recommends to the provincial Governments the adoption of the following programme 
and resolves that* necessary investigation in respect of the various items should be 
carried out, mutual consultations held, and proposals formulated, before the 30th of 
June *38 

(a) Introduction of legislation facilitating the collection of statistics ; (6) Extension 
of the factories Act to unregulated establishments ; (c) Stricter enforcement of 
Factories Act in the esse of seasonal factories ; (cf) Introduction of legislation pro- 
viding for maternity benefit for a period of not less than eight weeks in provinces 
where it does not exist ; (e) Inquiry into the question of adequacy of wages in 
organised industries : (/) Labour exchanges ; ig) Leave with pay during sickness ; 
(A) Minimum wage fixing machinery ; (s) Machinery for the settlement of disputes ; 
(l) Recognition by the State and employers of Trade Unions which accept the policy 
of using peaceful and legitimate means; (A) Housing of labour; (f) Scaling down 
of debts ; (m) Hours of work ; (n) Holidays with pay ; (o) Employment insurance ; 
(p) Conditions for State aid to industries in regard to treatment of labour. 

The Conference farther resolves that admiuistrative or legislative action, as the 
case may be, should be taken by Provincial Governments in respect of iis many of 
the aforesaid matters as possible in the course of the next year. 


3. Joint Conference 

The Joint Conference is of opinion that it would help the evolving of uniform 
policy of programme if the Congress Ministries of Labour met iu periodical Con- 
ference. The Ck>nference is further of opinion that the Congress Labour Committed 
and the Congress Labour Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries should meet from 
time to time to review the situation in regard (u the carrying out of the Labour 


programme. 

The Congress Labour Committee also passed the following resolutions and recom- 
mended them for the consideration of the Congress Ministries. 


Condition of. Serfdom 

This Committee draws the attention of the Congress Ministers to the deplorable 
condition of some of the commnnities who are oven today living in a state of semi- 
serfdom and requests them to take prompt and effective measures to liberate them 
from this condition and to render such assistance a.s may be found necessary to 
enable their members to earn a decent livelihood while enjoying full personal freedom 
for themselVM and their families. 
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PRBBCDIVrS STimfENTS 

|B. I nM» m 1ml Lahow 


invite attaatioa of the Ooamet Miaietries to the growlai 
lyLi??-- whose aamher w differeatly computed at fiom 

orores, who ara hfiaj, Imoso of the eiceediogiT restricted scope of 
oooapimn la a mditioa of periodical enforced idleaess, aad who geaerallv reoeife» 
latermittent work, Tory meagre wages aad these too oftea ia kind 
ttBatgm upon the niinietnes the urgent necessity of devising plaos for offering 
^em saba^tial relief by way of suitable ooonpation in works of rural developmeM 
dunag periods of general seasonal unemployment. 


ff. Ilinee and Plaatalions 

ffhJs Committee is of opinion that the conditions of mining and plantation 
labour are partionlarly backward and present problems that are peouilarlv their 
^®®»tteo therefore especially draws the attention of the Labour 
. “5s tbe conditions in these industries aad reoommeods an 

enquiry to be instituted into them with a view to evolving «<(.bemea to 
bettor them within the shortest possible time. 


7. Women Workers 

Tkm Oommittee is of opinion that women workers should also be given the same 
wagoner doing the same work as men. This Oommittee reqnaets the Oongreee 
Mfnuters to help, in every possible way, to introduce a suitable standard of wages 
for women workers in tho factories in their provinces. 


8. Sw o opere 

This Oommittee draws the attention of the Congress Ministries to the deplorable 
oonitiffon of tho majority of the sweepers who are engaged by the Urban Mnaiol- 
palitiea for cleaning the latrines, not fitted up with flush system, and reqaesto them 
to tike prompt and effective measures to improve their oonditions of work aad also 
wages, where these are fonnd to be inadequate. 

9. EdncaHen el ladiielrlal Lnbeiir 

This Committeq^ is of opinion that lack of education is operating as a very aerloua 
•batoole in the way of tho development of healthy trade-nnioo organisations and It la 
thsrefore, necessary to take all effective measures for the spread ofeduoatioo amonMt 
the working classes. To this end this Committee requests the Congress Mlalstrica 
to advice all municipalities in industrial towns and cities to arrange for and offer all 
poesiUe facilities for the spread of eduoation amongst the working classes. • 


10. Cantocas 

This Oommittee is of opinion that fresh, nutritive and well balaooed diet Is neois- 
sary for the health and efficiency of the factory workers and to this end requests 
the Congress Ministries to advice all employers of factory laboor to §9f np canteens 
on the wtory premises for supply of wholesome food to the workers during faotory 
hoars. 

1 1. Pfwbibitton In indyatrial CenIffW 

This Committee is of opinion that the existence of liquor shops In industrial aim 
leads to wastage of considerable portion of the earnings of the working claases. ^ 
sides affecting adverselj tho health and vitality of those addicted to the dm o/ "• 
toxicants, and therefore requests the Congress Ministries to give preference to these 
areas in working out the policy of prohibition io industrial centres. 

PRESIDENTS STATEMENTS 


Oovas Beycell 

2^ Pr 9 $idmi taatmd ih§ following HaUnwnt from Bombay on BapUmkoo if, 
1987 oyppowUmg a CommUiM to orgamoe the bgyeott of olovoo 

A Ooraittw Moristiu ol Sbri VjjWbhbhri Pitol, Shri jOiiitM VilJ rthdM 
BbrI Hlrii Jenm of ^jiramdas Hin* * a 

v^MUkii k Co Bhri Hir a^ t hs**^ Manftf'kvhf*“* of Vtrobiiid PaMohand it 

09 ^ Sbri Veljl Kglidai of*Ve(ji lalidaa b Co^ flW Huimdhliai Ulji, Bhri t|fab 
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Fresident, lodian National AHoe(Mi#tt Zanailur, Shri fBhalabbai Desai and Bhri 
6. K. Fatal, Seoretary Bombay P. C. <1 (Oon?ener) is appointed to take all neoessar? 
BHaanres, in fortheraaoa of tbe Congress deoision to help Zanzibar Indians, to sU^ 
the import of cloves from any foreim country into India and to organise the 
cott of cloves in the conntry. The Committee will have power to co-opt members 
from other business centres in India. The Committee will leport from mne to time 
to the Worki^ Committee of the Oon^fress as to the stops taken, and will co-operate 
with the Proviiioial Congress Committee in the organisation of the boycott The 
Committee will have power to raise foods for tbe purpose. 

China Day 

Tk9 following statemonta taara iaauad bg the President 

The war in China goes on, undeclared in the approved modern way, but never- 
theless mthiesR and accompanied by tbe slaughter of thousands of human beings. 
Japanese agression continues and the League of Nations, originally founded to proSst 
tbe rights of peoples and to prevent aggression, has bec(>iiie so helpless and impotent 
that it dare not even discuss the urgent problems of the day, much less take a 
deoision on them. Meanwhile fascism grows and fears np every international 
treaty and obligation. Britain, one of the principal Ijeaguo Powers does not even 
protest and gives its indirect support to fascism. India, though not in a position 
to take any effective action, cannot remain a silent speotator of this tragedy, which 
might affect it ooneiderably. We must organise our protest and keep a vigilant eye 
on what is happening. I suggest that Sunday September 26th should be observed as 
n speoial day for this purpose, when we should condemn Japanese aggression on 
China and send our full sympathy to the Chinese people. Wc must also record 
onr organised protest on the sending of Indian troops to China without tbe assent 
of the Indian people. And in doing so we should keep the larger danger of 
international war before us. The War Danger resolution of Faizpur Congress 
should therefore be repeated aud explained. 1 trust that Congress Committees 
will organise meetings all over the country for this day and pass these resolutions. 

Frontier Tour 

Three days in the Frontier Province— three brief days I spent there and saw 
with my own eyes this historic gateway of India, rich with memories of our long 
past, rioh also with memories of recent brave deeds and sufferings for the sake of 
India’s freedom. I saw the gallapt people of this northern tip of India and 
their virile enthusiasm and disciplino ana frank and simple nature captured my 
heart The freedom of India has no stouter soldiers, no braver defenders, and to 
have comrades such as these is a joyous privilege ana a rare delight. Quardians 
of the gatevfsy of India, they are also foremost among the fighters and guardians 
af our national freedom. They can learn much from the more sophistioatra people 
of other provinces but others can also learn much of courage and brave eodnrance 
and splendid diseiDiine and freedom from narrow sectarianism from these dear com- 
rades of ours fn'tne north. And so we shall march together, the struggle side by 
side, and win together in that great ente^rise of India’s freedom which draws our 
millions ever forward. To the north 1 bronght the admiration and comradely 
greeting of the people of .other provinces. Affection and hospitality overwhelmed 
me and now I ^o baok with living and throbbing pictures in my mind and tens of 
thonaaods of voices ringing in my ears. These voices pull me back, and, even as I 
go away, the oall of the Frontier comes to mo and soon I hope to renew acquain- 
tance with these brave comrades of the north. 

October 17, 1987 

Ajmer Merwera end the Indian Stetet 

Some weeks ago I waa in Ajmer and I was informed that there was 
rumour to the effect that the Government of India was bargaining 
Udaipiir and Jodhpnr Durbars about the proposed Federation. It was saLd that 
disoussions were being carried on for the transfer to these States of 
Iferwara. This was supposed to be the consideration for their joimng 
Federation. There was great resentment at this proposal all over Ajnmr-Bleriw 
and eapeoialW among the Mere, who would be out into three parts if this propow 
was aoospted. The Mers are a brave compact people who intensely disuw 
Idea of eetttg split np. They disliked also the idea of being placed undectw 
Slate Gofenments with their medieval and feudal laws and oastoms, and new 
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thfl Hhegu Iim no penauenoo In it (or our renr aoooptMioo of oBoe b liaited nd 
oifoomeoribed by oar pledge to oombat end eod tba new Oonetitntion, and to prodaoe 
tbe oonditiona and the strength in the nation for a Gonstitaeot Assembly ro meet 
and frame the oonstitntion for an independent India. 

Oar primary obje*3tire is thus, and most remain, to inorease the strength of the 
Oongrese'and through it of the nation. In this task, aniess there is the fullest oo- 
operation between the Congress organisation and the Congress Ministries, diffioultiee 
will oontinaalJy crop np and a measure of failure might also attend our efforts. 

The Ministries are in an unenviable position. Thev are tied up in many wavs 
hj the Constitntion and their resources are limited and largely mortgaged in favour 
of British imperialism and other interests. They have to fanotion through perma- 
nent servioes which oaonot be expected to get out of their old rats and traditions 
and get in tune with the new order, however much they might loyally carry out 
the airections issued to them. Sometimes that loyalty itself might be lacking. With 
all these and other handicaps} the Ministers have to face tremendous tasks, the 
li^scv of a long period of iaaotiou or wrong action on the part of previous Proviu- 
oial Governments. Urgent and vital problems shout for solution and the very spirit 
we have evoked in the masses demands such a solution. Delay on our part iu 
effectively dealio^ with theso problems irritates many of our own people, we have 
no clear conception of the difficulties and obstructions in our path, but we are 
naturally eager to get things done. Demands also come from a host of individuals 
for petty personal attention or to remove individual griovances aud they canuot 
always be ignored. Administrative work abaorbes a great deal of time. And so the 
big things are thrust into the background and this again gives rise to oomplaints. 


It is an embarrassing position for our ministers. On the one hand they have to 
face the inherent oontradictions and obstructions which flow from the present Coos- 
titntion ; on the other, they are responsible to and have to satisfy all manner of 
people and committees. They are responsible to their electorates, to their party in 
the legislature, to the Provincial Cloagress Committee and its texecutive, to the 
Working Committee, and to the All India Congress Committee. Even local OongresB 
Committees think it their function to have their say in the work of the Provincial 
Government. All this sounds very complicated and confusing and yet in reality it is 
not so. What is the responsibility to the electorates ? That electorate plumed for 
the Congress candidates not because of their individual merits, but because they 
represented the Congress and its programme. Notbiug oould be clearer than this. 
The vote was for the Congress. Every singlo Congress member of the legislature 
to-day, if he was unwise enough to backslide aud seek election again in opposition 
to the Congress, would be defeated by a Congress candidate, whoever be might be. 
It is to the Congress as a whole that the eieotorate gave allegiance, anef it is 
the Congress that is responsible to the electorate. The Ministers and the Con- 
gress Parties in the legislatures are iu their turn responsible to the Congress, and 
only through ft to their electorate. The Congress, though it funotions through a 
host of committees, is essentially one and has one basic policy. There are thus no 
confliotiujg allegiances for Congress Ministers or Congress Parties in the legislatures. 
That basic policy is laid down by the annual session, and it is interpreted and imple- 
mented by the A. 1. C. C. The Working Committee, as the executive of the Con- 
gress, is charged with the carrying out of this policy. 


The A. I. C. C. should therefore consider the broad lines of policy and discuss 
questions of principle. The Working Committee can, whenever necessity arises, go 
into greater detail and review the work of the Ministries. For the A. 1. C. C. to 
^ discuss the details of administrative action is obviously not possible, for the A. 1. C. 
C. is a public forum and such acts canuot be discussed with advantage in public by 
large committees. It would be unfair to the ministers to ask them to make public 
statements about all the details of their administrative work. 

To some extent this procedure would apply to the Provincial Congress Committees 
also. It is necessary and desirable that the Ministers should keep in the closest 
touch with the Provincial Committees for these Committees are the ohanuels through 
which they reach the electorate. If they Jose touch with the P. C. C.s, they, lose 
touch with the Congress orguisation and with the electorate. But the P. C. C. is too 
big a oommittee ior any detailed disoussioo, or for any criticism of the ministers to be 
eflwtively met by Giera. The executive of the P. 0. C. however is a small compact 
body and the Minie^ ahould take this more into their confidence. We have 
directed to oo-onUiude ooi activities outside the legislatures with those inside. This 
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can onlj be done effMtlTely If the P. a C. eieoolife it in eloae' teeh with the 
Ministries. The P. C. C. should also gl?e pablioity to thn aohimmoBls of the 
Ministries and to their fnture prommme. 0 

Lo^ Congress Gommitteea have eTsry right to make sugasstions to and even 
friendly oritioisms of Ministers, but anything savooring of hostile oritMam bv Ihom 
should be avoided. Such local committees m seldom in possession of all the 
and it vrould make the position of the Ministers intolerable if we were to loaitiie 
them to appear before local committees and to famish explawions to theoL If a 
local committee has complaints or doubts, it should refer to the provincial axeenlife 
which, in its turn, in importet matters, might make a reference to the Workiag 
Committee. But Ministers should of coutse get into touch with local ooBsmitteia 
wherever they go and through them with the views of Oongreatmen In general and 
the public. 

Ine Ministries have especially to face two sets of prohlemt ; thoee relating to dvll 
liberty, and those appertaining to agrarian and labour conditions. The latter have 
obviously the larger mass siguificauce, and yet the former have Importance as oivil 
liberty is the basis of all progress. For us the long deprivation of many forsu of 
civil and personal liberty has given it a special importance, and to rmaove the obetruo- 
tiooB to it should be our first objective. There is strong fesliag in the country on 
this point and the Calcutta meeting of the A. I. C. C. gave expreuaion to it. The 
strangling of Bengal with her detonua and internments and estommenta, and bana ou 
organiaatioos^ and ticket-of-leave peraotis, and boats of political prisonera oppreaaas 
the whole of India. Perhaps one of the more potent methods or helping our oom> 
radaa in Bengal is to have a clean sheet In regard to civil liberty in tite provlnoaB 
controlled by Congress Ministries. Already the contrast between the two la mat 
The wider the gap, the more we demonstrate the futility ftnrf iooompetenoa m the 
poli^ of repression. 

We have stood for civil liberty and made it one of our faodamental rights. An e 
people claiming to be progressive we must necessarily do so as this in the oall uov* 
reel policy. But wo have soother Important resson for doing so —our pelioy Of nan* 
violence. The policy was deliberately adopted by us in our struggle for fiiMom and 
wa have stuck to ft' througu all these years. Equally so must we adhere to U and 
imply it to those who may be opposed to us or oritioal of us when we oontra the 
Irovincial Government. Kveo the wrong-doers must be approached nou-vioteatly, for 
a violent soppression of wrong doing does not end it. Thus a OoDfreaa Minify niial 
avoid, as far as it possibly can, the use of the coercive apparatus of State. It 
should approach the wroug-doer and try to win him over and point out the avil 00 a- 
sequeoces of his act. Even if this approach is not suuceuful, coercive action should 
be avoided, unless dangerous consequences are feared. ... 

It is clear that, in spite of every desire to avoid it, coercive bcIiod may h aeoam 
uocessary in particular cases. This will not be for .sedition as such, for switti^ia no 
crime for a Congrossroan, and all of us may be considered guilty of It in varying degraeik 
Violence or dangerous incitement to violence and cornomnal strife cannot, however, be 
tolerated by any State. Even in such cases the personal approach should be a pre-requi- 
site, and our constant endeavour should be to create an atmosphere which does net en- 
courage the violent approach to problems. Violent Kuopression of individuals 
or ideas militates against this atmosphere and so# though it might be ammealimy 
successful, it adds to the difficulties. Thus not ouly our i^liov and W 

liberty is desirable. Cong, ess Ministrie.4 will have t » go to the furthest limit poambte 
in removing present restrictions and the laws which impose them. 

November d, 1937, 


Leg. & Exec. Acimtiei in the Provbcea under Ceng reit Gevt 

Some of the Congress rrovinoial Ooveromeuts have seal ^ 
vitiea. The reports are neither exhaustive nor up todate. The provmcea of BehAT' 
I3tkal the Frf*ntier have not yet seot their reuorts. 


The Budget Session concluded iU buslusss ™ 

IvgUdaliou of note this session. But there were Imyrte 
passed in this Seesiou, one on the ^nstituent Assembly and 
of the oonfiaoated lands to Bntyagrahls. 


the other on the return 


^ fits iNDIAM national OONOBSSS {mr 1S3}- 

i. fie. CbniMutni A$9embjy 

This Assembly is of opinion ‘that tho Government of India Act 1935, in no way 
represent the will of the nation, .and is whollv unsatisfactory as it has been design^ 
to perpetuate the subjection of the people of India. Therefore the Assembly is 
further of opinion that the said Act should be repealed and replaced by a Coostitu. 
tion framed by a Constituent Assembly, elected on tne basis of adult franchise, which 
allows the Indian people full scope for development accoiding to their needb and 
deaires. 

JT. fie. fieturfi of lands to Satyagrahis 

This Assembly accepts the ]>olicy of repurchasing, at [the cost of Oovernmeut, 
lands and other immovable properties forfeitod and sold in consequence of the Civil 
Disobedienoe Movement, with a view to their restoration to the original holdeis or 
tbeir heirs, free of occupancy prico. 

Record of Achievements^ 

On the 15th September, the Home Minister reviewed the steps already taken bv 
the Government in direction of implementing the Congtess Policy in regard to 
reNtoratiOD of civil- liberty cand said 

1'he Congress formed Ministry on 17 July. 

Henapati fiapat was released on 23nd unconditionally and the neat day secuiiiies 
of two newspapers amounting to Ks. 7,0(A) were refunded. The «uine day another 
aggregate amount of Rs. 7,000 was refunded to presses. 

On 30th the ban on 227 political and others organ i.satioDS was removed. 

On August 4, Rs. IQ^OOO of securities from presses were refunded and notices 
demanding securities aggregating to Rs. 11,2{X3 from 10 newspapers were ordered to 
he cancelled. The same day noiices deinanding deposit of .scctirities amounting to 
Rs. 20,000 from eight presses were ordered to be cancelled. 

On 10th August restrictions against Mr. Indulal I'agnik, not a Congressman, to 
keep out of three districts and not to take part in uuv meetings or make any puhlic 
speech or statement in Abmedabad District, were cancelled. 

On 15th August notice demanding denosit of security of Rs 2,000 from *^£kjut'. 
a Labour Weekly of Mr. R. A. Khedgiter was cancelled. Orders prohibitiug giving 
of advertisements to certain newspapers were cancelled. 

On 20th August notice demanding security from tlie Mahamadi Fine Art Litho 
Printing and Book Binding Works was cancelled. 

On 26th August ban on 20 films connected with Mahatma Gandhi's activities during 
the R. T. C. and C. D. Movement haul been removed. 

Bans wore being removed on iiteraluro consistently with the policy of Govornmeat 
4n regard to dissemination of class hatred and ideas iovoiviug orgaQi.stxl or iiaorga> 
Dised violence. The process was naturally slow. 

In the meantime the ban on the speeches and biography of Lokmanya Tilak by 
K. A. Guruji, '^Patri” by P. 8. 6uue and "'Hindu Samaj |Daishan’' by L ii. Chopat- 
kar had been removed. 

On 10th September notices doinaudiiig securities from “Cu tch Samachar*’ and 
""Kxhibitors Review” were cancelled. Securities were ordered to be refunded in 
iwspect of “Oriental Review”. “Krishihal” and Shevkari Printing l*iess, Kolaha. 

There was only one prosecution pondiiig under the Indian Press Act, 1931 and 
that was against Messrs. S. M. Jo.shi and 8. K. Nigde. Government were 
remitting the punishments and refund of fine in each case was being ordered. 

Restrietivs Orders on Labour Leaders Cancelled 

On the same day, i.e., on the 15tb, tho Homo Minister announced in tlie Bombay 
Legislative Assembly that the Government had decided to cancel the restrictive 
oraers against the labour leaders, M. N. Misra, 8. 1). Khan, Aiiaotachari, U. 0. 
Rajah, a. C. Gupta and K. M. Joglekur. He also announced that the sentence 
on Oogte, the XWna youth, who wa.s convicted in connection with the shooting 
on Sir Ernest Hotson. then acting Governor of Bombay, had been remitted, ana 
that the allowances of Messrs. S. V. Deshpande and 8. 8. Mirajkur, labour loaders 
under eitornment orders, have boon doubled. 

(Since writing the above, the Government have cancelled all the remaining 
orders, either in respect of individuals or organisations whicli were imposed undei 
Emergency laws by the previous governmentB in Bombay.) 

During the month under report, the Congress Cabinet of Bombay decided 
remove the disabilities imposou by previous administration on law-abiding citiKeos 
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by withdrawioff the restrictions on arm lieeasee which had been 
daring the Civil Disobedience Move meat. 

The Cabinet also decided to extend the lodian Fhctorles Act to premises 
employing ten or more workers where manttfsctaring process is carried on wiih 
or without the aid of power and also to extend the provisioa of the paysmnt of 
Warn Act and Maternity Benefit Act to more iadustriai ooocerns. 

ne Government of Bombay ua the 28th September appointed a oommitlsn 
oalled Physical Education Committee to investigate the questioa of introdnoUm 
Physical nkiuoation in schools. Gwami Kuvalayananda has been sppoIntM 
Chairman of the Committee. 

The Government also cin'ulated during the month an elaborate queitionnaire to 
presidents of Local Uo^lies and iirominent leaders of public ofiioion asking for 
their views on various problems of local self-governmont, franchise being one of 
the most important questions. 

MADRAS 


The Party consists of 188 members of the Madras liegislature. 160 being nMinbera 
of the Assembly out of a total strength of 115, and 28 being nsembem the Oonoou 
out of total strength of 55. Mr. Moideeti Kutty, Independent Mn^hm member of 
the Assembly was admitted to membership of the Party on September 4, 19D7. 

The Executive Committee conaista of 20 members, being ihe Party Lender, three 
Deputy Leaders, two Secretaries, twelve Whips, the Treasurer and the floor leedera 
of the second chamber. 

The General body has mot seven times, and the Executive Gommlttee 8 ubsm. 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries, who are not oa the Exeontive Oemmilmei 
are also invited to attend the meetings. . ^ 

Qnestions of policy arising from time to time and elections to various oommittM 
of the liBgisiatnre and other bodies as the Universities, Railway Adyiiory Doaraa 
etc., have been conaidei'ed at these meetiogt. Adeqi^ repreee^um 
allowed to other parties tn respect of committees of the L^islaftnre. m w iH »• 
elections to committees of the houses of the Legislature have been uncootestea. 

The MSumBtion of office by the ewty to eeoeieiUteJ ■ new 
werk of memnen of the party inaido the UrgieMnie. there It 
lor members of the Party to put questions or bring in bllla or ininate ijioiioji 
to draw the attention of Government to papular grievaiwie, eiye ytt 


Arty deiire to out iuterpeUatiow, or irtreduce Win «* Iwtoe i 
theew My be sent to the Party offi« w , that tto ^ M 

committee of Parliameotanr gMretariee m Minietert with ^ 

take the usual course oQ .iiw floiw of tho; AssemWy ™ OoodoiI, or to 
to the Hiniaters to take executive action' to regard to tneeo. 

The members have toured their constitueocieg, and the Mioiekeri mA 
tntyjjeerolaries ere keep^ twh with t he »wuto^ Mtatatrr k 

The work of furmnlkiuig polieiec eod proj«m« m me mmie^^ 
with the Ohoftrees eleotion meoifesto. m entroete* k MW Pnrgr 0»^ 
this wntpoee. forty-one enl^'ts were eeieeted ^ dwmitk to 

Mh^r^ihkh fuucfiont with a •;"5i!I!!"‘^LSiS2?^njr nn^ 
eo«ceme4,afteoath« meetly of toeo eommittoe awl pmto 

toeh with tho tremS of opimon in the Perty. 

Thn Oommittee ew Reri«ioae Ewlowmwti , the 

Bodowmanta Board tad the extensioo of the Jiwriediotwa^^tii^ m — ... 
kliatam ©ly awl |wWi« cbaritoto endowm eto t**y»t|ig*AJ*3 
Bidfeal obanges mlhe conatitntion of fonotiowi of wow Mtoi M* 

hie aiasained the major mA mimt 

the Previnoe. 
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It is too MOB yet to assess tae Tslae of the aohievemeats of the Congress 
Gonroment. Bat oertsin outstandiog featares of the work turned ont by the 
Tsrioiis departments may be indi^^^ed. 

ProtaiDition 

This is the* most ontstauuxug reform aoDounoed so far by the Government. As a 
policy to be worked through the entire Province by stages, prohibition has been 
adopted'/ The' 'first district where the new policy will take effect is Salem. From 
let tkstober this district is declared ^dry"' ahd steps for enforcement of the new 
policy have been outlined in a Governmeut communique published on 13th September. 
Legislation is being introduced in the present session which gives power to Govern- 
ment to funotioa effectively in this behalf. 

Return of Securities to Newspapers 

Seourities deposited by the following newspapers and presses under the 1. K 
(£. P.) Act, 1931 have been ordered to bo refiiniied ; - 

* Ntmapapera-^Rafakula Dipikai, Saidapet ; Kistna Patrika, Ma.siilipatam ; Dhioamaai. 

Madras. . 

Prvsse$ 7 -Cocaaada Printing Works, Cocanada ; Inaipn Express, Madras ; Mathrn- 
bhom* Press, Oslicut : Raiu Press, Saidapet 

Abolition of the Black List 

The Black List of Newspapers and presses to which Government advertisements 
tod printing work were not given was cancelled. Advertisements arr* given on the 
basia of receiving value for money paid and not as nolitical patronage. 

Proscription of Books 

iLOtiQoation prose, rihing the book entitled ‘^Malapalli*’ lias been cancelled. The 
bdn on Vfriotts other books are considered as tfa^^ come up. 

Ref ons ut Juile 

A proviaion of He. '60,000 has been made in the Budget Estimate for 1937 38 for 
the aapply df batter milk to all prisoners in the Province. 

. (^avenging work inside the ][ail was till now allotted to prisoners on me caste 
baiia, knd filaally Harijans were made to do the ' work. This rule has now been 
tmebded so as to omit specific reference to caste, and the work is. now allotted to 
prieoaers with dde regard to the status and previous habits of the prisoners, gad the 
Boperinteadent of each jail is given discretion to allot the work. 

Repeal of Reprouive Law 

Urn yoptali Outrage Act has been repealed. 

Release of PriMaeci 

Priioiiers convicted in the Kottapatam Summer School Case, Cocanada Conspiracy 
Gi^ Risipa Bebeilion prisoners, Security Case prisoners, S. I. R. Strike prisoners, 
BBA lfbiflab State prisoners, have been released. 


Ttw Gowhmeikt have badgetted for a remission of land revenue to the extent of 
U; 7fi Mfchs., - 

Roiaatatement of Village Officers 

The reinstafement of village officeis dismissed from service for participation in 
OmffMi aotiiuties id* vnder ocasideration. 

The Peasant Problem 

A the Legielature is appointed to hivestigste into the conditions of 

ImumtOu lamiiMary areas with a view to revise the Estates Land Act * 

* AmIgnBMttt ol wagte landn and vacant sites has been' temporarily suspended with 
a view to formnlatf a policy towards a just mod equitable distribution of the satot 
isr the bsMdt of m poorer classes and relief of unemployment. 
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CONGRESS ACTIVITY IN MADRAS 

Agricultairal liidthMiMM 

I^islation for the declaration of tooratorium on AKrioultural Dtft»is with a view 
to ultiniate compulsory scalii:;:: down is beioi; proniulguteJ. 

Hmndtpinning 

A provision a sum of l»;i> Kvn iiiulihii.'>l iti t!ji' (miitoiH vt*.u‘s budge* 

for eDCOura"io« ihe haudsi.Mmin*: movfin.uit in lli.* .>i A:r.iMts. Tim gr.iut will 
be (WOtecl lo twn main puip<iv's, ft»r the iin|Mov«^ini>r:t nl iln* iinpNuuents em- 

ployea in naiJd'ipiamng, an J si.N’ »ndly f*»r as^istiii;; i!p* privIiL*tinn of khadi to develop 
by means of a bounty on inrviM-rs over |uo>» nt piod:i' ii'»ii. T’m* b'-uiitv wdl be paid 
as and when iucroas'/d produ' is oiitaino i. liuis isisunn^ tho expansion of the 
occaptiOD to larger areas than at presont •ovioed. 

Khaddar (Name ProlecUon' Act. 1934 

The provisions of So;tion of ib.* Kbadljt ,\anm IV-.t.*. !,„n) A. I ll»ll have been 
brought into f'Oi'e in this Ti jvm i'. Ih* ninif* Kiiciiai f.in now be npplitMl only 
to cloth that: is h.in no I inn ! .v iv.oi. S}- in ui-. Ivin<! I.ii niodtietioii will ^ 

l^oi^ht under ‘fa|so tud-; disjriphon '.»n ltT flio piiivi^ions if iljo nidnii V -tchandise 
Marks Act and will be liable t<» pem'tv. Tlii--. is imen le i te iMiei)u»s e pioduoiion 
of genuine khaddar. 

The Madras Regulation of the Sale of Cloth Act, 1937 

It is proposed In iiitrinluc** a IMI to the tiale of ili*ai<*rs in « lotli within 

the Province in the l/^gislativo Ass**rnb!\ on tho S.'pt**nil»or. 19A7. It is proposed 
to make a licence ncoessary for tin* •anyin:: uii of so* li trade. Ib*fibTH exclusively 
selling haudlootn produot.s will lurvo !•> ‘H' t* wifli'iu* any fee but all otlieis are to pay 

a fee. The fee is fixed at a verv Im.v sum of Rs. 5 per annum iu the caie of shops, 

the monthly turnover of wliich does not oveeod Rs. and of Hs. 5 per annum 
in case of other sliops. If the ii*.enc«> feti is not obt lined within the time provided 

in the Bill, double fees will he levied. This measure will act as a hrst nte|) in the 

ultimate proteetion intonded f^r the handloom weaver. 


The Bill further to amend the Madras State Aid to Industrie Acl, 1922 
(Madras Act V of 1923) 

It is proposc<l to introduce the liil! in the fiegislative Assembly on beptmber 
25, 1937. The Act as it stands iloes not permit of the giving of a subaidy to 

cottage indnstries except for research or ihe purcha.se of machinery. The 

development of cott.'i;;e and vili^ige i:i Just ties is a mattiT of vital necessity, the 
former being an industry carried ou by a worker in his own home and the latter 
being an industry which* forms the normal n. cupation whetinii whole or part time, 
of any class of the rural population. The object of the IMl is to onlarge the 

Mope of tho Act. so as to permit of the giving (a) of >-!ib»i lits for any pnrpoif 

in the case of cottage indust l ies, and .(b) of Kiit-h assistani o to village indnstries 
as may from time to time be found necassary. 

PSwviaion wf Employment for the fermented toddy toppers in Salem District 
With a view to absorbiug the I'lddy tappers likely to be thrown oat of 
employment coosequeut on the iiitrodm ti'oi of proliilotioii iii .Salem it is proposed 
to employ the tappers to the produclioii of unfermeuiod swc ’t cocoanut toddy and 
to convert it into jaggery. As a preliminary to this, it is proposed to conduct 
certain experiments under the control of the iudiistiie.s Dcpartroenl to ftiid out the 
economics of jaggery maaufjuAuro from coiroanut '.weet toddy. The inteiesfs of owners 
of cocoanut topes have not been lost sight of by the tloyciii incut. Salem imporitt 
a great deal of cocoanut oil from tho W**st tyoast. hen a largo nuinbor of 
cocoannt trees are released from tapping some use roust he found for the outs. It 
is proposed to conduct certain exporimoni.s lo extract od from copra. 


Educated Unempluyed 

The Government have ordered the collection of statistics regarding the edttoated 
unemploye*! through the agency of the f?o venue Department. 

SctUemenl of Strihoe 


The Government had appointed a 
recent strike in Sreo Qaoesar Aluminium 


bwd of noocilialioa in oonoectioo with a 
Works, Mvlra% The differeoC'ie between 
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tlw (apisytr and WafcwMi an now nndor tba Invwtigatlan of A* 

igraMiBt of partioB, the Lobov- Uaion wtt reoognlsea by the mtiuigoiMt «t 
BQggwtioii of the Minfstir for Liboar. 

AM tvuds ■notber etrike in the Ring Frame Department of the Madura Milli 
maoagedlfy Measn, A. A F. flv rey LU the Qorernment have annonooed their 
daoiaioB to appoint a court of enquiry nnder Section 3 of the Trade Disputes Aot, 
lfi89» The strike of electrioiJ workers at Gannanore was settled at the instaooe 
of the Deportment of Industries and Li^nr. 

The strne at Sie P. W. D. Workshops was oaUed off on the Ooveraqieat 
promisioK to investigate the grievances of the workers. Oertain soggestions have 
been made to the Union with a view to granting recognition. 

Public Healib 

The Government have taken on hand the reorganisation of the Proviooial 
Medioai Service with a view to utilising all the medical talent available bv 
providing for the enlisting of the servicee of honorary medical officers on a maco 
lamr scale than at present 

Fbr the first time in the history of the Madras Medical College an Indian Principal 


uie ai 

tegent measures were taken for tackling the cholera epidemic in Gnntar District. 
The netX medical i practitioners, the Congress volunteers, the officers of the Health 
Department, the District Collector and Sbrt Konda Venkatappiah have all oooperated 
in fighting the epidemic which was brought under control within a week of its incid* 
snoe. Sneh co-oimrstion wss unprecedented and proved an oejeot lesson for the 
control of epidemic in the future. Similar measures were also taken to combat the 
outbreak of plague in the Nilgiris, with tho result that the hill station wss free from 
the infeotkm within a period of three weeks after the report of the first case. 

The Budget for the current yov provides- for the carrying out of all drainage 


A adbeme of providing protected water supply to all the villages in the Province 
is nnder tne active consideration of the uovetoment Details have been called 
for with al priority list 60 that the regular exeentibn may be taken up immediately. 
A new Public' Hsidth Act is being drafted. 

Religloas EndewBifnle 

The Government^ have suspended notifications' of all temples with a view to 
enquire whether a less drastic method cannot be found for dealing with reported 
ciiee of mismanagement A committee is investigating amendments to the Act with 
a view to remedy, tha many defects' compU'ined of by the Public. 

Local' Adarinittfulioa 

Govemmsnt have introduced tba eoioved ballot box system ot voting at eiecfions 
to Monloipiriittes: and District Beards. The franchise for elections to local bodies has 
boea vtenM by the adoption of the ^islative Assembly electoral roll in reepeot 
of ileotionB- to. local bodies also. Legielatioo is under considerstion to sboli^ the 
system of- nominations to local bodies. The ban on tha hoisting of the National m 
by ieoal bodlea has been removed. Proposals me under consideration for holmng 
sbotionii to' Ihoai bodies that have been auperseded* by order of the previoos 
GovMBMnfia 

Mgnlton 

Ihw GhAmnon for undertakiag irrigation works of a productive nature wlM was 
fixed an a xetaro of ,6 p. &. nn_ the sum-ai -charge since 19;2i baa been rMUCM w e 




to all the villages in the Prorinoe 
iment Details have been oalled 


for wito aTpriority list so that the regular exeontiloD may be taken up immediately. 
A new Public' Health Act is being drafted. 


fixed an a xetaro of ,6 p. &. nn the sum-ai-obarge since 1921 baa been rMUCM w e 
p. e. with tofeot from let April 1937 with the resnli that it is now ^ 

op omiain aohsmes prevrandy abandoned on the ground that they did not sanav 
tnweritoiton of proanslivity. Some of these schemes are new being re-exasunso 
be poasiblei to nndertake some of them in the near futine. . 

extonsioD achemes to benefit rural areas have been 
Wmrk on the installation of an additional penatock ptpe and 
maehtoavy at the Pykara Fhwer Honae to most ^lorsas^loto 
ting apaoe. OoottniotioB work on the extanaion of^^Fyim r 

te Jaly aod It to ecpwtod to be to itgow 
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iimum alaitiooai faroaces lor tho parpote of snoltiDg aod roftoiiuc. Tbo oi 
of the esublishmeot of thwi hasto industry ia this Pnaidoaoy 
altogether from the retBone which will aoorae to Qo?ernment from,.tha sosia of 
eleetrioity is too obvious to require emphasis. Besides other eoonoBBlo advaatmoa a 
oertoio amount of permaueut employment will be oreatod. 


sdesaures are being inrestigated for the reorganisation of the oni^Tt* macUaery 
of ementary education. Steps are being devised for the introdnoCicm of oompuliory 
voarning of flindastani, with option in soript in the Virst, Second and Third Fonaa. 


tHE UNITED PROVINCES 


the leader of the Oongress Party ia the 
oolteaguea took charge of the Ooverasseat 


Hon'ble Pandit Qovind Ballabh Pant, 

U. P. Jaegislative Assembly along with his 
in U. P. on July 1ft 1937. 

1* tile salary of the Hon^ble Premier and each of the Hon'ble Miaistora la 
Ba. SOO p. m plus Rs. ISO as oar allowance and free fa^oished reeidenoe. 

In order to eeouve the good wilt aod oo-operation of the minorities more partkm- 
Isrly of the Muslims the Hon’ble Premier in selecting his ministers and their Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries kept in view the clsims of the minorities ss well. Two of the 
sii Hon'ble Ministers aod three out of thirteni Parliamentary Reoretariea have bean 
appointed from amongst the Muslims while the two Parliameotnry Beoreteriee repre- 
sent the depressed olssses. The United Proviooes bss the unique dietlaetion of 
having a lady as a Minister. Every importsnt eornmnoity has a reprsasntatifo 
amongat the Parliamentary Seoretariet. 

3. Soon after uking up tbo reins of Government the Congress Ministry efamlned 
the oases of the mlitioiil prisoners sod issued orders for the releeae of ell pereone 
convioted under Bectioo 1^-A 1. P. C. or ordered to furnish aooority under eeotioa 
lOS, Oriminal Procedure Code. 

Orders lor the withdraws! of all oases pending in courts under Section IFI-A, 
I. P. C. and lOSf Cr. P. C. were also isined. 

4. The oases of prisoners convioted of offeooee in conneotioo with political a^ive- 
manta have alto been examined. Most of these prisooera have already lerved the 
nuqor portion of the terms of their imprisonment end Government ire oonhdoot that 
they no longer believe in the polioy of violence and have no intention of followiug 
it further. Acting oo that belief the Government have decided to remit the uoOx- 
pired portion of tibe sentenoes of certain prisoners whose oases have been oonsMered 
and to rdoase anch of thorn who havo alroady served long terms of imprisonnwnt. 
Some other oases are still under oonsideration. 

The Government have also examined the oaaee of organiaetiooa which bad hhon 
declared onlawfnl aasooiatioos in 1932 aod have removed the ban under Oriminal 
Law Amendment Act in the osse of certain aasooiatioos in Cawnpore, Allahabad and 
other distriota of Uie provinoe which are still subject to it 'fhe Government havo 
also isned orders for the refund of the securities which wore demaodod from prsasm 
and newspapers nndor the Indian Press (Gmergency Powers) Act 1931 save in the 
oaaet of securities reoentlv domandod iu oonnection with oommuoal toosion which 
esses are also being examined. . . ^ 

The Ooforniiieiit are also reoogoiaiag tho principle of the freedom of the prom ijsd 
in pomianoe of their polioy of impartiality in this matter do not obaarvo soy dis* 
oriminalioa imalnat any pxaaa or nowapapor ou aoeoust of tho politlem opiniooa of 
ill editor or mammer and that all quostumo of ptsoa advortiaaosmiti. oourt noliooi 
and printing work are traalad impar^y m a tlrMy buMnoos haiia. ^ 

A IheuofenimoDt have alao takon in hand •oororal moMuia lor te iMM of 
thopoMDtry. It hm iq^pointod 2 oommitlooo, 

nxiodng tows' rolatiiig to land rovonno and tanwioy with n flow to stfi&g thoki in 
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oruer to put aa end to the distress among , the peasantry. In the meantime steps 
are being taken to stay prooeedinofs for ej^ot'ment of tenants and nnder-proprietors, 
for enhanoement of rent and realisation of rei^t due. for periods prior to and iaclud- 
ing JSTbarif 1344 Fasli and in the case of areas daniaged by hail or other ddsmities 
in Teoent months for Babi 1344 Falsi as well. The Government desire to- secore 
stability of tenure for all tenants and ■ to effect redaction in heavy burden of their 
arrears of rent. The Government have asked the Board of Reyenue to issue orders 
to the Revenue C!ourts to stay all prooeedings for ejeotment, for realisation of old 
arraars of rentf for resumption of holdings and the like until the' enactment of 
necessary legislation. The Government therefore consider it a matter of justice to 
protect those tenants who are at present in possession of their holdings from eject- 
ment on the expiry of their tenure or for old arrears of rent. 

The other committee is being appointed to' oonahler the steps necessary to remore 
the harden of rural indebtedness and to propose measures for relief. Pending such 
Imislation Government intend introdnoing a Bill te stay prooeedings for the recovery 
or the debts of the peasants through orders and processes issued under the existing laws. 

In this connection Government also propose to examine other laws touching the 
peasantry with a view to render them more beneficial to tenants, under proprietors 
and small zamindars. They have also asked the Board of Revenue to stay proceedings 
for eaeontion of civil decrees by the sale of land in vhe case of small zamindars, and 
to stay the Enoombered Estates Act, while new measures are hammered out. 

It is expected that these committoes will be ablo to oommeuoe their work some- 
time in October next and 'finish their labour by the end of this year, so that the 
Government may consider their reports 'before any final daoisioh and formulating 
necessary legislatioa. The Government have emphasized that the rent for Rabi 1344 
Fasli in areas other than those affected with natural calamity, as also future rents, 
during the period of enquiry should be promptly paid by the tenants and pri>tection 
against .saita and executions |;rvea now by the Government Orders does not extend 
to Rabi 1344 Fasli and future instalments of rent. The Qovernmeiit hope that the 
tenants nn their own interests will *co-operate fully and promptly and assist in the 
task of intrudaQing beneficent measures of relief. 

6. Hie situatioa created by the disputes between the employers and their workers in 
Cawnponeiias been engaging tlm close attention of the government ever sinoe they assumed 
office. Belatioms between the mill-owners and workers in the textile industry have been un> 
satisfactory for many months past. Daring last 9 months there have rieen numerous 
strikes. Ou July 36, 1937 there has a general etrike in the Muir BiilJs aud •since that date 
these mills have been closed. The workers in otbor mills —Swadeshi Ootton Mills, Textile 
Mills— also went jou etrike. The flon’lile Premier and the flon’ble Minister for 
Indostries several times visited Oawnpore and held a couferenee with labour repre- 
sentatives tt wan 'as the Managing Committee of the newly formed Mill Owners 
Assooiation* and ownsidered their grievances. Settlement of Mie whole dispute was 
however arrived al xnd the strike terminated when an agreement was signed by the 
Employers* Assooistioa .and the labour leaders on August 9. 1917. The Government 
provided for : (1) Beoegnition of the Unios, (2) N.o victimisation and wage-cuts, (3) 
Committee of enquiry. 44) No strikes duriag the period of the enrairy. The Oovero- 
ment has appointed a Committee of enquiry with B. Rajendra rrsw as Chairman 
to investigate and rmti «on relations of the employers and labour in Cawnpore m 
all its aspects. A labonr welfare officer has been appointed at Cawnpore by the 
Government to look after tChe interests of labour to secure immediate relief wherever 
possible and to promote goad relations between the employers and the employed. 

General municipal eiectinas in certain areas have been postponed. The Govern- 
ment Intends to examine the question of revising the municipal law and of widen- 
ing of the franchise. 


THE CENTRAL PROVINCES 

A statement showing the work already accomplished and the work under oonsi- 
deration 

1— Home AffaW, Lew and Order end Jeatice 
1.— fFbrk AoeoififliaMf s 

(j) Balem id all pofitioal priaoaoxs ; 

‘ BqMtrtadioB of Bengal Detenni confined in Bamoh jail ; 
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of oommanal riot (1927) pritoaen ; 

Oy of Press Securities and restoration of forfeited amottnte ; 

(?) Issue of a oircaiar removing disqualifioations imposed upon Givil Dlaobe- 
dienoe convicts ; 

(▼}) Withdrawal of prosecution of political character ; 

(vii) Removal of ban from somd proscribed literature and proscribed films. 

B— IForA: under IcomideratioH : 


Legislative changes concerning various departments to be submitted early so that 
amendments to Acts concerned be introduced in the December Session. 

The oontempiated changes cover the following subjects : 

Jml Reform ; Amendment of the Police Act and curtailment of espenditure over 
police ; Revision of Booh-Circulars ^form in Publicity Department Separation of 
Ezeoutiye and ‘Judicial functions; Revision of the system of appointing paolio prose* 
cutors ; Roduetioc of the salarieh of Advocate General and Ooveromoot Pieiuleri 
abolition of the post of the Government Pleader ; Revision of the aystero jf Hony. 
Magistrates ; Amendment of Court Feed Act ; Retrenchment in the Jt^d’cial Depart- 
ment and direct recruitment to be proposed ; Abolition of Commissioners' Divisi'^ns 
and Circle Inspeotors of Police , General retrenchment to the extreme limit, abolition 
of Civil and revenue districts and Retiring those judicial offioera who have been in 
service for 25 years and are inefficent. 


II— Finmnce., Forest and Induetriet Doparlnoiite 

A— IVork accomplished : 

(0 Reduction in the grazing rates and allowing eitraction of minor forest produced 
free of cost in tracts inhabited mostly by the aborigines. (i») Opening lonools for 
aborigines, (m) Giving preference by Government departments to manufAofhrit of 
the province. 

B— Work under coneideraiion : 

(t) Oommercial and econcnnic survey of the provincial forests'; (lit Bu'rviV of 
the Mineral wealth of the province ; (tti) All rouiid fioancUl retrenchment. ' ' 

111— Revenue end Exdae Depevtaenie 

(f) It has been decided to permanently reduce land revenue bv Id and a half per 
cent in the case of small holders throughout the province ; 

<ti) More Debt Coucilation Boards are 'established with a view to loduce agrioul- 
tural indebtedness ; 

It has been decided to re-examine the settlements which were made after lFi4 to 
give relief where assessment is found to be very heaby ; 

Legislation will shortly be introduced giving more rights to (ho leuants and greii^ter 
relief as gainst the malguzars ; 

One district, one sub-division aud one Taluqa lare to ne declared dry from the Ut 
of Jaonar^ 1938 ; 

Borne industrial areas are also to be declared dry ; Uinganghat, Baduera and Ratal 
cement area are to be taken up first ; 

Clubs will be lioeused and foreign liquor shops will be reduced ; couutrv liquor 
shops will be reduced in other areas and the price of the liquor will be slightly eo- 
hnneed ; outstill area will be considerably ruduced. 

IV— Local Self-Government, Medical and Public Health Departments 

(t) A comprehensive scheme for the recoostructiou of the entire system of local 
ilel^Qovernment has been prepared and will soon be placed before the public by the 
government. A new local seif-Oovernment Act will be framed on the basis of this 
icheme in the near future. Copies of the new scheme are euclosed herewith. 

(t») The rule disqualifying ez-C. D. convicts for employment lor municipal service 
iod that of other local bodies suitably amended. 

(tti) Franchise for looal bodies scaled down to bring the number of their votera 
to the level of Assembly voters. 

(tv) Rroreeentatiou sent to the Secretary of State urging upon him the necesaity 
of aUowing the ProvinciM Government to appoint a non- 1. M. B. ofioer as the 
Superintendent of the Medical School, Nagpur. 
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A Oommittee of ofiolals and non-oAolala will aoon be appointed to examine the 
question of extending medical aid to rand areas throngh tne agency of indigenons 
eystemi of Aynrxeda and Tnnani ; an annonncement to this effect will be made shortly. 

A bill to constitute a proxinoial board to which will be delegated the task of or> 
ganieiog public health activities coupled with physical education, sports and other 
allied activities in mral and nrban areas, is under consideration. 

V— Public Works and Settlement Departssenls 

A— iPbrk done : 

(i) The High Court Building estimate has been brought down (10.5 lakhs to 7.5 
lakhs). It is being further examined with a view to effect further reduction ; 

(it) Construction of some residential buildings has been stopped ; 

(ttO Recruitment to class I service has been withheld with a view to implement 
the Ooi^ress Resolution of fixing the pay of public services so that they may not 
exceed Ks. 500 per month. New entrants are also warned that their pays may be 
snbjeoted to new- scales consistent with the above limitation. 

(iv) Irrigation rates have been ordered to be reduced from Rs. 3-8 to Ra. 2-4; 
this was done against all laws and rules to avert a crisis : it is however another 
matter that the crisis was averted by heavy rains thus practically rendering the 
rednetion futile. But the fact of reduotiou against all rules will go a great way 
in letting the cultivators know that the Congress will not make a fettish of laws 
and rules when it is a question of averting a crisis and preventing hardship to the 
onitivators. 

B-^Work under ConaideraHon : 

(i) Examination of rates of P. W. D. Irrigation works with a view to effect 
pormanept rednetions. 

iH) Substitution of Indian materials for foreign ones in the matter of raads and 
other worka; tar for roads shall henceforth be of Indian make : 

(m) A proposal has been submitted whereby no land- holder shall be disposaess- 
ed of his land completely : none shall be dispossessed below the limit of 85 acres 
which will provide the holder with a bare means of livelihood. Similarly, the Bill 
provides that a person holding more that 200 acres shall not deprive any one 
having land below that limit i this provision will check ooncentratiou of land in few 
hands on one side and landlessness on the other. The measure may be described 
aa introducing ^'socialism' without expropriatioo of confisoaiton. 

Vl— Education 

Wcfk under consideration : 

(t) Compulsory primary education to he enforced in areas where there sie 
schools ; next step in compulsion will affect the girls who wilt be compulsorily 
educated, Local bodies are already being moved to introduce compulsion on the 
above lines : 

(m) The scheme of Vidya Mandir is being introduced to meet the requirements 
of 24, OCX) villages which now go without any educational facilities and (or which 
the Government cannot provide funds to establish sehools of the existing types. 

(iii) Revision of curriculum in primary and secondary schools so as to make 
It moTU national and auitnble to the needs of the times; (iv) Borne examinations to 
' iM aboUahed; (v) Education through radio and motion picluTea— %:hemea are under 
conaidernUon; (vit Revision of Education Acts, (vii) Introduction of aduU educatiim , 
(viii) Phyaioal education, and reorganisation of hoy scout movement ; (ix) Revision 
' jf ike Uoivenlty Act with a view to make the constitution more democratic than 

^ I^^Vioe-Chancellor has already been appi-oaohed and a Sub-Committee has 
appointed to prepare a draft. 

CONGRESS MINISTERS & PARUAMENTARY SECRETARIES 

Bombay 

(1) Bhri B. 0. Kher Premier— (Etfucafiou and General) 

Parliamentary Beoretaries— (i) Shrimati Hanaa Mehta, (Sdueation) (ii) Sbii 
Qulsarilal Nanda. {Labour). 
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(2) fihri K. M. Moashi-HHom and Law aad Order) 

Ftefiamentary Secretary— Shri R 6. Hire, (Pablio laformation). 

(3) fibriA.RlAthe-^Fioanoe) 

(4) Dr. M. D. OiMar— (E^iee and Pabiic Health) 

<5) Shri Morarji &. D^—(BeYeniie, Rural Development and Agriculture). 
PurHaaentarj Secretary— Sbri M. P. rati), (Revenue) 

(6) Shri L. IL Patil— (Local Self-Government and Miscellaneous) 

Parliamentary Secretary— Shri B. M. Gupta, (Local Self-Government) 

(7) Shri M. V. Nurie-(Public Works) 

Parliamentary Secretary— Shri T, R. Nesvi, (Public Works). 

Madras 

(1) Shri Rajagopalachariar, Premier— (Pa6/tc and Finance), Parliamentary Secre- 
tary— Shri A. Kaleshwar Rao, (C'Aie/* Parliamentary Secretary) 

Ur. P. Subbaroyan — (Education) 

Parliamentary SecreUry— Shri C- J. Varkey. 

(3) Sbri T. Prakasham— (Petcauc). 

Parliamentary Se.‘retary— Shri T. Vishvanatham. 

(4) Shri V. 1. liuniswami Pilli — (Agriculture and Rural Development), 
Parliameutary Secretary »Shri N. 8. Varadaohari. 

(5) Shri K. Raman Memon — (Courts and Prisons). 

Parliamentary Sacrotary— Janah A. K. Mohideen Maraicair. 

(6) Shri 8. Ramaoatlian-(P(tfA/tc Information an i Administrative Report) 
Parliamentary Secretary— Shri Banioeedu. 

(7) Shri V. V. isifi— (Labour) 

Parliamentary Secretary— Shri B. S. Murthy 

(8) Shri B. Gopal Reddy -(J^ocal Administration) 

Parliamentary Secretary-^hri M. Bhaktavatsalam 
W 8hri Yakub Hassan -—(Public Works) 

Parliamentary Secretary— Shri K. R. Karautha 

(IS) Shri T. S. 8. Rajan— (Piidfic Health and Religious Endowment Board.) 
Purliamentary Secretary— Shri A. B. Shetty. 

United iPreaincca 

(11 ^li Govind Ballabh Pant, Premier— (Afome, Law and Order and Finance). 
Parliamentary Secretariea— (i) Shri Venkatesh Narai in Tc^ari, (ii) Sbri Buleman 
Awnri, (ui) Shri Mihimnd Ullah Jang. 

<2) Sbri Bad Ahmad Kidwai— tRevtfitue, Agriculture and Jails). 
lyiiamentary SeoreUries— (i) Shri Ajit Prasad Jain, (ii) Shri Gopiuath 6brivasta?a, 
(iii) Shri Hnkom Singh. 

(3) Dr. KmIm Nitn K.tja— (Z>(V8{opiM<n( <6 Ju$tie»y, 

lyiiuieatMT teratuiw-(i) Shri Jugtl KUbore (ii) Shri Bibari Lai Chaudhari. 
Ml ^oati Vijaya Lakahmi Pandit— (Lent/ Self-Oovernment * Health). 

8ecretme8-(i» Sbri A. 0. Kher, (ii) Shri Chandra Bhal. 

(6) Pyare Lai Shanaa^AUiieatum). 

SecM^aa— (i) Shri Ilnaain Zabeer, (ii) Sbri Karan Bingb Kane. 

M Shri Mohanuaad Ibrahim-^ConiMMiitfarMM and irrigatUm). 

Farliaamtary Secratary— (i) Sbri Laxmi Narayan. 


Braar 

^ (1) Sbrt Snknalma SknlbA, Ptnimut— VHome ond Reecwue incXudinp 
AM IPorka aad OeaMaara*). . H»»v«b Lai— (Piomea aad Cammereth, 

AA^ilioaafWgw«^>?«<^ niSStaSiSlo ' 

Shri^diwaa Bam^^»epw«»« ), .... „ 
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CentTAl Provinces 

(1) Dr. N. B. Khare, Premier— (Home) 

(2) R. S. Shnkla— (Education) 

(3) Sliri D. P. Misra— (Local Self-OoTernmeoi) 

(4) Shri R. M. Desbmukh — (Public Works) 

(5) Shri Y. M. Shareef— (Law) 

(6) Shri D. K. Mehta— Finance). 

(7) Shri I*. B. Cole— (Revenue and Excise) 

Orissa 

(1) Shri Riswanath Das, Premier— (Home, Finance, Education and Development) 

(2) Shri Nitpnand Kanungo— Revenuo and Public Works) 

(3) Shri Bodliram Dubey— (Law, Commerce, Public Health and Local Self-Govt. 

Parliamentary Secretaries : — (i) Shri Jagann.atli Misra— (Irrigation and P. W. D. 

(ii) Shri Rajkrislina Hose— (Education, Local Self-Government, Excise and Forest). 

(iii) Shri Jadumani Mangraj— (Finance and Publicity), (iv) Shri Radhakrislina Biswas 
Roy— (I.«aw and Commerce). 

N. W. F. P. 

(1) Dr. Khan Sahib, Prcmier-^Political, Home and Public Works) 

(2) Shri Bhaniuram Gandhi— (Finance and Legislature) 

(3) Kazi A taiillah— (Education, Revenue and Agriculture) 

(5) Khan Md. Abbas Khan— (Industries) 

The Wardha Education Conference 

As soon as Congress took uji office and had to face the problem of mass education 
Qandhiji gave his attention to the question in all its aspects— but particulary to 
primary education in rural areas. His suggestions on this, appeared in Harijan as a 
scheme of education to ooiitro round some form of productive manual work, and to 
be self-supporting in the sense that it should pay for the expenses of its teachers. 
He invited the opinions of educationalists and national workers on his suggestions, 
and finally a (Conference on National Education was called to meet at Wardah on 
October 22 and 23 under Oaiidhiji's presidentship, to discuss the question in all its 
bearings and if possible to give some practical shape to his scheme. Originally it 
had been planned that the Conference should cover in its deliberations the whole 
field of national education, but as it was necessary to arrive at some practical con- 
clusions within the short tini) at its disposal only the most immediate and pressing 
problem, the problem uf primary eluoation was discussed. The Conference was a 
very small and select body. Invitations wme contineil to the Education MiDisters\)f 
the six Congress Provinces, and to repn‘s«'ntative worktos in the field of national 
education. The proceedings of the Conference conducted in Hindustani were 
entirely business-like. 

The president explained his scheme and placed it before the conference not only 
as a provisional educational oxperirooiit to meet the exigency of the limited resources 
at the disposal of the Congress Ministers, but as one based on a recognised educa- 
tional principle and suited to the genius of our people and the essentially rural 
character of our culture. 

The subject was thrown open for discussion and after a full and free discossion 
in five sittings the Conference pa.ssed the following four resolutions : 

1. That in the opinion • of the (^ooference free and compulsory edooation he 
1 % provided for seven years on a nation-wide scale. 

' 2 . That the medium of instruction bo the mother tongue. 

3. That the Conference endorses the proposal made by Mahatma Gandhi that the 
process of education throughout the period should centre round some form of manati 
and productive work, and that all the other abilities to be developed or training to 
be given should, os far as possible, be integrally related to the central handicraft 




4. That the Conference expects that this system of education will be gradnally 
able to cover the remuneration of the teachers. 

The Conference then appointed a small committee to prepare a planned syllabus 
on the basis of the resolutions passed by the Conference, and to snbinit their report 
to Mahatma Gandhi within one month. 
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NOTES BT THE A. I. C. a 

Membm of the Commiltoo 

Dr. Zakir fT^iaaio (President\ Syt. Vinoha Bhave, Syt. Rhrea Hrialmt Das Jajoo, 
Syt. Kishori La) Maaliruwala, Sv't. J. C. Kumarappa, Prof. Siyuddin, Prof. K. T. 
Shall, Syt Kakasahob Kalolkar, Shrimati Asha Devi and Syt. Aryimayakam (Gonvaner). 

Release of Detenus and Politicals in Bengal 

Haliatma Oanilhi stayed io Calcutta for nearly three weeks from 25th October to 
16th November desjiito 'a very hifih blood pressure and othorwiso bad state of heaito. 
Flo cjinied on loni; talks with the Bon^'al Ministry and the Provincial Governor. Ho 
met a number of ex-«lctentis and other polifieal prisoners. On his way back from 
Calcutta lie paid a visit to the Ilijii Concentration Camp where he had a two hours 
talk with sixr'"*n state prisoiuirs. The tlovernmcnt has now issued a oommuDique 
orJerin:: ivleaso of about l.ltlit detenus with the restriction that they have to notify 
tlio police of any ( haii.'' in their addiuss. The communique further says As 
rejrards the liMiiainini: (K-ieuiis. in» more than 450 in mimbcr, a Inr^^e portion of 
wlcim are in camp'^ and jails. Cioverunieut propose to take up their cases m the 
near future. Mr. (ian llii has offeiel to interview iiidivi«lual detenus, a task 'which 
iio inten*!- to nudiitale' in about fom mouths time and for which Government will 
Ldadly alb'id him 'Wiy facility. Government hopes then to be in a position to grant 
immediate release to tb^'se detenus m respect of whom Mr. Gandhi may be J® 
give Govi*rnment satisfactory assurances after seeing the individual detenues. In the 
meantime the (lovernment will coutiniic to consider relaxation in individual cases 
and, if surii action appears to be justified, complete release.* in 

Mahatma Gandhi lias pointed that tin* inaintenance of “non- violent atmosphere 
in the provim.e is absoliifoly necessary. Tlie Ciovernment uses different language 
inasmuch a^ it says “Its (tlio policy of progressive release of detenus) success must 
liowevci l*!pcud on the co-op-MMtifjri of the jmblic and the leaders of pi;olic opinion 
maintaining an atmosphere in which subversive movements will find no encouragement, 
Mahatma (iandlii has expro.ssed th<’ hope and belief that the words subversivo 
movements' used in this ••unn<‘;tioii mean ‘*uo more than activities which are 
cither themsolv' > violent or v. liich are intended t»» further violence.” 


NOTES 

Cotifjress in N. W. h\ 

Dr. Kban Sahib's motioji of no-coiilidenee in the Council of Ministers consisting 
of Sir .At)diil ^biiyiim and two oihers x\as passed in the Frontier Assembly on Sep- 
tember d by 27 V"tes to 22 Thereupon the (loveruor invited Dr, Khan to form a 
Mini.'itiy. Tin* new Minisirv that Dr. K'hau foimeJ consisted of throe Congressmen 
and one a member of the Iteraoerati. party, Klian .Vbbas Khan who signed the 
Congress pledge. IJabu Ifaieiidra I’lasad and Maiilaua Abul Kaiam Azad wtio had 
gone to til'* Frontier in tin* course of a joint statement made eleai’ that the new 
ilinistiy formed in tlio Frontier Froviiice was purely a Congress Mi nistryi eight 
non-Congre.ssites who were in>truineiital in ending the Ministry having 

signed the following Deelara* on -Finding ourselves in agreement with the policy 
and programme of Congn’.'S work in tie* Ia*gi.slatiii«*s and considering the situation 
in this province, we her jhy agree to give our full co-operation to the Congress 
Party in the Fniiitier LegiNlatixo Assembly in fiutlmrance of that programme, to 
participate in the •lelihcralioiis of that f>arty, to be bound by its decisions regarding 
its constitutional a'.tiviiies witliia the 1.^'gislatiire and to bo subject to the control 

and discipline of the paM.v in equal measute with other members of it. ’ 

Bjjnorc Bye-election 

The lion. Hafiz. Mohammad Ibrahim was elected by the Garhwal and Biioorc 
Districts Mohammedan Kural Cimhtitu«:ncy as a member of the U. P. Legislative 
Assembly on the Muslim lA'agiie Ticket. Shortly afterwards ho resigned his memb^- 
ship of tlie Muslim League and i»>ined the Congress parly in the Assembly, lie 

agreed to bis inclusion in the Congress cabinet on the condition that he would M 
permitted by the party to resign and seek ro-election to the Assembly, lie 

resigned bis seat on the 1st • of October. The bye-election that followw 
roused widespread interest. It was regarded as a test-contest between the 
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Zht malt WM aonoonced oo the 6th NoTember. 
Lim wai deolarad elected securing 727 1 Totes. The 
Lllgoet Abdoe Sami, polled 2102 Yotes 


Mnslim Leagae and the 
The HooTSdis Moha 
rieal caiailidate of the 
vOj. 

OmMi JaifanH Wmk 

The 60th birthday of Mahatou Gandhi was celebrated with enthusiasm all over 
the country. The 2 m of October, as usual, heralded a week of large public meeting, 
moial Gandhi Jayanti numbers of newspapers and sale and hawking of Khadhi. 
11m President in the oourae of his statement reminded the country specially of 
the *lenon he has tau^t ns of peaceful, disciplined actiou” and of Khadi *the 
•ymbol of our struggle for freedom*' and *tho livery of national service*. 

China Day 

In response to the appeal issued by the President, 26th September was observed 
as China Day for expressing the Country's condemnation of .Japan's wanton aggre- 
ssion in China and conveying its full sympathy to the Chinese people in their brave 
resistance in several places. The War Danger Resolution of the Faizpur Congress 
was explained to the people and passed and protest recorded against the sending of 
Indian %oop8 to China without tne assent of the people. 

PnManfi Tbut 

Accompanied by Sri Vallabhbhai Patel, the President commenced his tour of 
fonr days in Oujrat on September 13. As usual large and enthusiastic crowds 
greeted him everywhere. Peasants mustered in their scores of thousands to listen 
to the Coogresfi message. He addressed a record gathering of 20,000 women in 
Ahmedabaa. The oity of Saroda also, accorded him a rousing iecer>tioD. On his 
way baoh he stopped for a day at Ajmorc and Beawnr where he met Congress 
workers and addressed big mass meetings. 

A large number of addresses and purses were presented to the President in the 
oourae ox his Guirat Tour. The total amount of pursi? collertion was Us, .')5, 885*11. 
Of this Rs. 20J12-7-3 represented contributions earmarked for the Kumala Nehru 
Memorial Fund. 

Political Arrests, Searches, Convictions etc. 

The following are some of the cases of arrests, convIoMons, internmiMits. oxtorn- 
ments, aearohes, gagging orders and the like compiled from the Daily Press. The 
list is not exhaustive. 

In The Punjab 

The Punjab C. I. D. arrested on September Sii Dev Iintr. Pie.sidont of tho 
Bharat Saput Mandal under the Paiijab Criminal Liiw Amentimfir Act. 

Charges under Section 124-A I. P. C ^ were framed ugaiu^t Moiiiuder Sinha, a 
socialist of Jullundnr in respect of alleged seditions speeelies. 

Addl. District. Magistrate, Hoshiarpur framed charges against Mauivi Muhammad 
Sharif, President of the Local Congress Uommittoo under 13i*tV Cur alleged sedi- 
tions speeches. 

The C. I. D. Police arrestdd an alleged communist, a yoiiug Sikli under ihe 
CrinDnal.Liw Amsndment Act. The youngman bail recjutly returned from Amerioa. 

A police party raided ‘Bradlangh Jlall in LHliore on rieptembor *2.1; and arrested 
Bibi latima Begum, a prominent congress worker uuder set^tiou 153 1. i\ C. for the 
alleged offence of reciting ao obiectionabie poem at Batula. 

^The Ludhiana l^lice arrested on September 21 Mufti Mohammad Nasim, President, 
City Congress Committee, Ludhiana uuder t^ection 124-A of 1. P. C. 

September 21 £abn Dhian Sinha, a well known politiral worker of .Taudiala was 
plaoed under strict surveillanco on bis release after undergoing 22 years rigorous 
imprisonment 

September 27. Sardar Hazara Sinha Amcrioan, a socialist, ox-editor of the *£irtr 
was arrestod under Section 420 I. P. G. 

September 27. The Dime of Ujjagsr Sinha, Socialist worker of the Doaba was re- 
gistered SB a bad oharseter by the police under Section 110, Cr. P. C. Two other 
Socialists, Lskori Bam Patdesi and Smdar Munsha Sinha have boon placed under 
police aorveillaaoe. 
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Master TAra Sinha of Lahore was arrested under Section 324 1. P. C. on September 20. 

Babn Eharak Sinha was sentenced to one year's rigorous imprisonment at 
Hosbiarpur. 

Charges were framed against Sardar Balwant Sinha under Section 302-115 I. P. C. 
on the basts of the speech delivered by the accused on the Andamans Prisoners 

The Punjab Qovernment served notice on Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Mr. 
Manmath Nath Gupta to remove themselves within 34 hours from the Punjab. 

An order from the Governor of the Punjab was served on Uday Sinha Rairat, 
a prominent worker of tlie Congress SociaTtst Party to remove himself from the 
Punjab before the expiry of 24 hours from the time of service of the order. 

^hori Bam, a socialist of Jullundnr district was convicted on October 25 under 
Section 124- A 1. P. C. and sentenced to one year's rigorous imprisonment for deli- 
vering a seditious speech in August last. 

November 3. An order forfeiting the seouiitv of Us. MtX) was served to-day 
by the Punjab Government on Milap, a vernacular f)aily of L'ilir>re. The action was 
taken under tlje Indian Pi*'ss Kmergeni-y F*o\vers * Act for publication of an 
article calculated to prejudice reernitmeut to and discipline of the army. 

In Bengal 

Notices under the Hengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act were served on 
Awga Mohan Bannerjee, Uamani Ray, Moni Das and seven other Bengali youths 
directing them not to leave the Municipal limits of Cal' ntta witiiout permission and 
to report themselves once a day to the police. 

Sudhir Kumar Dutt, a boy of eigtheeu was convicted under Sections 35 
and 36 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act and sentenced to 2 
years' rigorous imprisonment 

Anil Baran Bannerjee, a student aged 16 years was sentenced to 6 months' 
rigorous imj)ri.sonmeot under the Bengal SuppressioL of Terrorist Outrages Aot. 

Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, Acting President B. P. G. C. was fined Rs. 100 on cliarA® 
of causing obstruction to pul)lic street ea Andaman Day. 8ii Rajani Mnkeijee, a 
socialist leader was similarly conviirted 

Snrendra Nath Bannerjee, owner of the Ajauta Printing Works was haoled up 
under the iVess Kmergeiioy Powers Act for piinting a ieailet issued by the Asdaman 
Political Prisoners' Relief Committee. 


In Madras 

October 2.—Shri 8. S. Batli walla was arrested under 124-A I. P. C. at Tellichery 
on a warrant issued by the District Magistrate Nefiore. 

In the Indian Slates 

Rampur. September 16. As a measure to stem the agitation which followed the 
announcement of new reforms in the State, Section 144 Cr. P. C. was pcvmitl- 
gated prohibiting all political! meetings and prrx;eHsionB and 57 arrests had beea 
marie mostly under Section 144 Cr. P. C. accoiiUng to a telegram received from the 
Chief Minister. 

September 23. The Jind State had extemod S. Kiur Sinha, Secretary, Jind 
Siyasat Proja Mandnl and five others some three years ago. Last year their pro- 
perties were cooiiBcated on acrconut of their political activities. The State oathoritiet 
iiave now oidered for the auction of those properties. 

The City Magistrate directed Sliri G. B. Swamy, joint Secretary of the Bangolora 
District Congress Committee to execute a bond for Ks. 200 and also to futnish two 
securities of like amount uuder Section 106 Cr. P. C. to keei> the peace till the end 
of December 1337. — . . 

Chickmaghur, October 8. The District Magistrate has issued a imtifioaBon bann- 
ing the erection of a flag staff and the liontiog thereon of the tri-oolonr flw and 
also parading it in procession for a period of «x months within a radius ot five 
miles of the town. Notices have been served cm sixteen persons, inoladiug lawveES. 
booksellers and merohaots. ^ , ...... 

Banealore. Mr. Nariman was served with an order noder Section M of the 
Police BegulatioDB prohibiiiug him to address aay maetiog. On defiaaoe of tho order 
he was arrested. 

November L Syt 0. R. Swamy, Seoretaiy of the City Congress Oomimtcoo. 
Bangalore was arrested on a charge of rioting. About seventy persons majority of 
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whom are congressmen were arrested under Tarious sections in connection with 
recent Bangalore distnrbances. 

Nov^ber 2. The office of the Beawar Town Congress Committee, Merwara Anti- 
Separation Committee and the labour committee and the houses of the President an«l 
the Secretary of the Congress Committee were searched and many files and documents 
removed. 

November 2. Simnltaneous searches at about one dozen places in the .Icdhpur 
cjty were made by the police. The Jodhpur Praja Mandnifaud the Civil Lihorties Union 
have been declared unlawful and the national tii-cotonr removed. 

November Order under Section 144 Cr. P. C. mcetinu^ and pro- 

cessions wliicli expired to-day has been extendoj by a foi tni.Lrlit . 

Bangalore. November 8. Shri K. T. Bliushxani, dii tutor of the Council of action, 
Mysore Congress Board was sentenced to 18 nioiitlis* rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Its. 1,0 l 0 or in default to further 3 months' rigorous imprisonment umlei 
Section 124- A I. P. C. 

Bangalore. November 8. Shri Siddabugaiah, President of the Mysore Congress 
Board and two other .Congressmen on whom a notice under Section 108 Cr. U. C. 
was served were sentenced t<' undergo iraprisoninent for one vear till the security is 
famished. 


The All India Congress Committee 

Calcutta Session — 29th. October to Slst. October 1937 

Mr. Nehru's Survey of Political Developments 

The All-Imlia Cougiv.ss Committee s o)»>?mi-l 1 at Cal' utta on ilui 29th. 

October 1937 amidst tlie Inoininguf guns. The President. Mr. Jairnfiralal Nehru, 'dUi\ 
Ollier leaders arrived in a proei s.siijii. There was a laige altt ndMiiee of memliers and 
visitors. Provincial I’reiniers, other Miiii.steis and Sprakers of the Assemblies^ were 
among tho.se .seated on t’tjf dai.s al'oig with tie* membeis of tlje Congre.ss 'Working 
Committee. 

The f'»l lowing memheis of the Working Committee wu.-; on the ilais: Mrs. Sarojini 
Naidii, .Saidar Vallahlildiai Patel. .Mr. Nibhas Chandra Bo.se. Klian Abdul tiaffar 
Khan, Mr. Bliulabliai Desai, Mr. Naiendra Deo. Mr. Aelivut I’atwardhaii, Mr. Kiipa- 
lani, Mr. Jairamdas Daulauarn and Maiilana Atuil Kalani Azal. The absentees weie 
Mr. liajendra Prasad (who was ill aiel ab.seiit fiom Caleiuta) and Mr. -lamnalal Baja] 
(who was at Calcutta, but wJin could ij"t atb-ni the .sc'^sion as lie had sud'lenly been 
taken ill). 

Mil'. Jnwnharlal Nehru, in liis introductory speech, reviewed the events .since the 
last meeting of ihe Committee at Delhi, lie said t);ai when iliey met last at Delhi, 
they had deci'led to acei*|it office on a eeriain condition, namely, if an a.ssuran' o was 
forthcoming from the thiveniois that tliey woul I not use their special powers of 
interference. This decision was followed by a controversy, which ultimately led to 
iertain statement.s on the part of the British vioveinracnl whicli led the Working 
Committee to deciding in favour of accoptinc ofli- es in the six Provinces where the 
Congre.ss commanded a majority. The AVuiking Committee was anxious to consult 
the A. I. C. C., but owing to the shortness of time and the imjiortance of the issues 
involved, the Committee decided in favour of acceiitaiico of office, being convinced 
that the A. I. C. C. would ratify the Committee's decision. H e had no doubt that 
the A. I. C. C. would now ratify that deci.sion. Siiu e the Congress accepted office in 
si.x Provinces, a seventh Province had been added. 

Many things had happened since July last when offi'-c was accepted and he, who 
was till the last opposed to office acceptance, had to confess that the events arising 
from office acceptance has strengthened the heedom movement. They had produced 
an exhilarating effect on the masses whether they be the working class, peasants or 
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middlo-oiaas people. Ikia was all for the good of the oomtrT. Oongraas maiilats 
iM bean able to do many thlan which had produced a rawr foodT psjohologioal 
effect Mr. Nehru asked the Oommittee to keep the main issue, namely, winning 
i^plete freedom for the country, even in the forefront and not to for^ that hig 
thing m doing other things, which by all means were beneficial to the country. 

BsNOida Situation 

welcomed all -Bltoistera and referred to the absence of Raiaji and Dr. 
Khan Sahib. He, however, wai. uot forgetful of the fact that while in tne Oongreaa 
Provinces, repression had ceased, r->litlcal8 were released, restrictive orders repealed 
|md bans IifM, in Bengal they still suffered under repression. The President assured 
MUgal that the other Provinces where Oongress ruled were not forgetful of this and 
they would do their utmost to help Bengal. Whatever they did, would have beuefi- 
cial reactions in Bengal. 

Congressmen had a right to criticise Ministers' actions but the criticism should 
be in a sprit of heljping Ministers and not of a purely destructive natnre. Mr. Nehru 
referred to the fiindu-Muslim problem and the Muslim Mass Contact movement and 
deprecated the recent decisions of the All-India Mnslim League at Lucknow. He 
hoped that in the Bijnor bye<election the Congress Muslim candidate would come 
out successful although he fought ou a separate electorate. 

‘^Baxde MATjinaM** Con'tboversy 

The Congress President referred to the Working Committee's statement ou the 
Bande Mataram controversy and said that this had been drafted after the most 
carefnl consultation. They had consulted as many leadere as they oould, both in 
Bengal and outside. He was personally opposed to the last two stanaaa and, therefore, 
urged the deletion of the same. The Congress always looked at this question from a 
national All-India viewpoint and not from a provincial print of view. Mr. Nehku 
hoped that this statement would end the controversy. 

Referring to the office acceptance issue, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru opined that 
although ho was personallv opposed to it ho felt, after the eiperiance of the 
last three months, that office acceptance had benefited the country. The people in 
the rural areas seemed now to breathe a freer air aod feel the advent of hotter days. 
^^Nevertheless" Mr. Nehru said, ‘‘you may feel that t)ie pace of improvement is slow 
aod the commou goal is stiH far off. While sympathising with the Congress Ministers 
in the difficult task that coufroots them 1 must sound a note of warning to them 
that they should always guard against losing sight of the main o^eotive of the na- 
tioual striving in the pre-occupations of their present office. The Congress Ministers 
should be prepared for criticism even from their erstwhile oolloagues whenever they 
do something manifestly wrong but I would request Congressmen not to damp^ their 
spirit of service aod euthusiasiu for bettering Uie lot of the masses by unfair and 
vindictive comments.'’ 

Referring next to the tiiudu-MusIim question, Mr. Nehru said that the Mimlim 
I.eaguers were daily realising the growing strength of the Congress, whioh claimed 
the allegiance of more Muslims to-day ibau the' I/cague could do. As for the attacks 
launched by Mr. M A. Jiunab, Mr. Nehru said that they uuod not worry about such 
baseless insinuatious. 

Mr. Nehru first spoke io Hindi and then covered the same ground in EogUsh. 

RESOLUTIONS* 

Dr. Tagore Felicitated 

After the Piesident’s introdactory remarks, the minutes of the last meeting were 
adopted and the accounts were passed. A condolence resolution, touching the death 
of Mr. Manilal Kothari, a former member of the A. 1. C. 0.. and the resolution re- 
garding the closing ol the Tilaii; Swaraj Fund, adopted by the Working Committee, 
were moved from the Chair aod passed. 

Hie following resolution was moved from the Chair and carried. 

‘^The All-India Congress Committee felicitates the nation on tho happy recovery 
of the illustrious son of India, Poet Rabindrauath Tagore, from his recent illness and' 
hopes that he may be spared for many years for the service of India and hamani^.'* 

At 3-15 when the question of accounts was taken up, it was found that they had 
not been circulated to the members and the proceedings were held up for some tins. 


*For the text of Besolutions See page 321. 
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One aambar, Br. BtoTtl, refused to accept the sheets of acooents distribated as 
*8orspa* and Mr. aswduurial objected to the asage of the word ‘scraps'' in <^at oon- 
aeotioo. The fVsaideiU asked ‘Do jon want them to be bound T and added Chpy 
were complete. 

SrUnati JCamaladevi Olaftapndhapa rose and drew the attention of the President 
to the fkct that the accounts had not been distribated on her side of the Hoose. 
llie President also obiected to the distribution by an outsider of leaflets, etc, within 
the pandal. 

At this stage, one eisitor asked permission of the Prusident for singing a suitable 
poem which he had ready. 

The President asked : ‘Are you a member V” 

The petson said that he was not jiarticipating in tlie discrussioii but was only 
asking for permis.sion to enliven thu gathering daring the enforced interval. The 
President retorted, ‘If yon .are not a member, then yju are a nuisauce." 

Office Acceitascl Ratifjei> 

Just when the President was about to call un ^rdar Valialildihai Pair! to move 
the resolution ratifying the VVoiking Committee's resolution favojiiiug ilcco^»tance of 
ofRoe, a member r^uested the jiermissiou of the Ciiair t** m ive f.>i tiie iidjoiiriiTncnt 
of the House to discuss a mattej- of urgent (lublic importati* *. natsely, cert un actions 
of Congress Governments. Tito ProskJent said tiiat this manor cuir<i U* discussed iu 
the ordinary course when private resolutions wokM be taK'.'u up. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai PaM then moved the resolution, ile sai l that the resclutiou 
required no speech. Mr. Naiendia l>eo .seconded it. 

Mr. Narhada Prasad Singhs on a point of order, said that the WHikiog Committee 
had Toversed a decision of the AlMcd'a Congress Committee at Delhi and now to 
ask the Mouse to ratify that decision was not fair to it. 

Hr. M DuU Majumdar (Bengal) opposed the manner in which the Working 
Committee had revised the A. 1. C. C. decision at Delhi without consulting that 
body and averred that tliis was a dangerott:) precedent to set up. He maintaiued 
that tha deciston taken by the Woikiug C<»mmi.ttce was of a momentous nature and. 
as such, the A. 1. C. C.' ought (<> have heou tMuisulted before such a deetsion was 
taken. He warned the House ugaiu.st ai lowing such precedents being sot up. 

Sardar Patels in the course <'f his reply, said the i jtirc country and tlie entire 
press of the country had a|>pioved of tlie action t4ktMi by the Working Committoe 
and nobody bad protesU'd a^iust the m inner in which it was lukim. The Cunimitioo 
had been entrusted with a heavy respuustbility and it hi>i taken the correct decisiou 
at the most psychological and" jiicper mumeut auJ, if it htui failed to do thi.s, it 
would have deserved Gie censure «<f the entire hum ci. The ii^ardui hoped that the 
House w'ould pass tho resolution unanimously. 

Although manv amendments ha! been given u< ii< c of t]i.> Picsideut explained 
that there could no uu amendments tn this ii-'xtiution .in fiu’ i uinmittee had 

merely asked the House to ratify ilie action fakeu by tii- Ocninittce tour months ago. 
'What the amendments aimed at was a criticism of rh-,* uciiou ui the .limisteis after 
they had accepted ofRce. This <lii not come wiiliiu the scope of lit*.* ratilicatiou 
resolution, which merely demanded ratilicaiiou of thv* a* tion taken by the Working 
Committee. He, therefore, sii;:gested that they .NiiMUiU ib.^ju.ss tlK'se ufoendmeata 
along with private rosolutions when they fv^iald g.*t sutliciout chance or oppirtunhy. 

Ur. Pattavi Sitaramiah d< sired an explunatiou of the w<iramg of tiic lesolution, 
particularly the expression ‘‘Where tJie CougresN comminded a majority,'* and the 
later portion of the resolution where it sut«^ ’*Hesolvc«l tint Congressmen be per- 
nittea to accept office wherever they wore invited to do so.' 

Airdar Patel said that the resolution was framed at a tim*: when the elections 
under the new Act had not taken place and hence the wufiiuv accepted at that time 
and now inooiporated in the present resolution t'n 

Some one wanted to move an amendment, saying taat the Working Gommittco 
should not iu future take importanr Rtons without baviui.’ tb^m nassed hy the 
A. L a 0. 

Mr. AVAru replied that the members of the A. I. C. C. has got power to convene 
a meeting of that body and condemn the Working C>>niaitte«'b action. 

The resolution was thou put to vote and carried without any opposition. The' 
raaolutum, as approved, was as follows 

ximatkm of l8th March last, passed by the All-India Coogross Oommittee 
at Deibi, It was xesomd iliat peiuussion be given for Oongrossmen to accept office in 
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Provinces wliere the Ooogress oommsnded a majoritj in the Lsjtfsfttnra if tbo leader 
of the Congrjss Party was satisfied and conid state puhlloly that the Oovemiae&t 
would not usQ his special powers of interference or set aside the advioe of Ministers 
with renrd to their constitutional activities. Since the said resolntion, statements 
and declarations were ntde on this issue on behaJI of the British Qovemment 
After exomininv these declaraiione and the situation created as a resnlt of the cir- 
cnmstances and events wliich oconrred after the A. I. C. 0. resolution of maroh last 
the Working Ciommittco was of the opinion that it wonld not be easy for the Cover* 
nore to n^o tiieir special powers. Uaving considered the views of Congress members 
of the legislatures and Cong.essmen generallv, the Working Oommlttee at Wardha 
in Jniy came to the coochision and resolved that Congresamen be permitted to 
accept office where they were invited to do so. Had the cirenmetanoee permitted 
the Working Committee was anxious to obtain tbo sanction of the A. I. C. C. fn the 
matter but the Committee felt tliat delay in taking a deoistoa at the stage would have 
been injurious to the country’s interests and that the matter demanded a prompt ami 
immediate decision. It is therefore resolved that the action of tbo Working Oom- 
mittec in taking the said decision be ratified.” 

CoKCRESS Axn Federitiox 

Jdaulana Abul Katam Azad moved the Working Committee'e resolution oppootog 
Feieration. He said that there were two parts of the Government of India Aet of 
1935, namely, Provincial Autonomy and Federation. The Gongrees was deadly opposed 
to both, but in the interests of the Country, ft thought that in order to end the an* 
wanted Constitution, it was nocessiry to capture the citadel of power and therefore 
it had accepted rnsnonsibility for the Provincial Oovernmenti In seven Provinces 
where it commandea a majority In the Provincial liegislatnres. This, however, did 
not mean that Congress opposition to the Federation oontemplatad In the Government 
of India Act and its determination to combat it had dwindled down. The resolntion 
he had just moved reiterated the determioatlon of the Congress. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai seconded the resolution. Then several amendments were 
moved. 

Mr. P, Qopalratnam (Madras) said he was not opposed to Federation as snob, bnt 
he opposed the Federal scheme envisaged in the Government of India AeA fie sng- 
gestM a verbal amendment, to incorporate the words "proposed Federatlott” Instead 
of ^Tederation.” It was accepted by the mover. 

Mr. M, 2i» Masanij while aooeptiog the eplrit of the resolution, advocated direct 
action, by which he meant a break-down of rrovinolal Governments ta ease Federa- 
tion was imposed] Be moved an amendmejt to this effect. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti moved an amendment to the effect that Federation shonld* bo 
between the people of India and the people of Indian States and not between Indian 
Pi evinces ana Indian States. ExpUiniog, he said that he was not oppoa^ to the 
idea of Federation itself, but he was a^nst the proposed scheme. He criticised Mr. 
Masani for bis amendment and ridiculed the idea of his direct action, as a resnlt of 
whidi a breakdown of the Constitution would follow. He knew only one kind of 
direct action, bnt that wonld not result in a breakdown of the Omatitation. He as- 
sured that the Governors could not dismiss the Ministers under the Oovernmenk of 
India Act simply because they fought Federation. He raadb it elvar that be oontem- 
platcd neither ^-esignation nor direct action. Mr. Satyamurti said that he wonld be ik 
poor general who disclosed in. advance his strategy and taeltes. lie had no donbt 
that if the resolution as moved was acted opon, by the seven Provincial Gongreet 
Governments opposed to Federation, the other four Oiyemmeott would follow anil 
and, thus, the Hritish Gavernment wou'd find it impossiUo to Imposs the nnwanted 
Bcheme of Federation. 

Mr. Sri Prakisa moved an amendment, snagesting, that the Congress shonld Isko 
action in the Central Assembly to oppose ail tnings oonneeted with Federation, saeh 
as the establishment of a Federal Gonrt, etc. He said that nnleis this was done, they 
wonld not be able to combat Pederstion effectively. He also sopportsd Mr. Mssssrs 
amendment He coaM net anderstaod Mr. Bstysmtirtrs pies that jt would be wcoog 
to place our cards in advance. 

Mr. N. O. Banga sBoved an amendment, demaadiqg the deleUoii of the laat e eate a ei 
of the resolntion. Mr. Bangs maintained that the santeneo omant more fhaa what 
it actually conveyed to the ordinary man. The retentkMi of that aantanoe wonU 
mean that the Frovincfal Ministers would have done their part of the work by aaerely 
vetting the reaolafiOB against Federation passed by their l>*glBlatnrea. The reaolotlok 

11 
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conTeniently omitted (o mention vhat would be the action that would follow the 
attempt to impose Federation despite the unanimoos vote of all the Legislatures. 
This sentence in effect took the wind out of the sails to direct action. If this sen- 
tence was retained it would mean the ultimate acceptance of the Federal scheme just 
as the rejection of the unwanted constitution had ended in the acceptance of 
Ministerships. Mr. Bangs wanted the All India Congress Committee to lay down 
clearly what action to be taken effectively to combat the Federal scheme, fie was 
not even in favour of - Federation but would have the unitary form of Government 
for the vdiole of India, including Indian States where PrincMom should be abolished. 
He suggested, as effective ways of combating Federation, the resignation of Congress 
Ministers, the boycott of elections to the Federal Assembly, the refusal of co-operation 
by Csngress Ministers with the Central anthority for instance, in the collection of 
income lax etc. If this was done it would be impossible to impose the Federal 
scheme. 

Mr. Jagannathan^ by an amendment, wanted the Congress to combat Federation by 
actively helping the people of the Indian States in their struggle against their 
rolors. 

Mr. Binod Roy^ by another amendment, sought the deletion of the sentence and 
urged refusal on the part of the Congress to participate in the Federal elections. 

Mr. Sidhwa^ ^ yet another amendment, suggested the starting of an All-India 
agitation againat Federation and the fixing of an All-India Anti-Federation Day when 
meetings should be held throughout the eonntry, resolutions passed and a vigorous 
agitation k^t up. He suggested that It ehonld be done on the same linos as the 
Anti-Constitution Day on April 1 when the Constitutiou was inaugurated. 

Mr. Skulahhtd tkoai replied to the ctitiessms made by the movers of the amend- 
ments in the order in which they wore moved. As regards Mr. SatyamurtVo amend- 
ment, Mr. Deeai said that he -was against committiog the Congress to the Federal 
form of Government The Congress might favour a unitary form of Government if 
that was suitabla. Federation was a dangerous e^riment Therefore, the resolution 
merely emphasuK^ the Oongprass oppositiou to the Federal scheme. 

As regara& Mr^ Afotant^ suggostiou of dircot action, thereby creating deadlocks. 
Mr. Desu mamtasiiiBd that^it would be wrong tactics to disclose in advance wliat 
action the Congreee proposed do take in the revent of failure on their pai-t to prevent 
the imposition ol FMeottion. He did not want to pledge the House at this stage to 
.any particular fonn of action. 

Dealing with Mr. Sri Hrakaoa's ameudment Mr. Desai assured him that be as 
ithe Leader of the Oppesition in the Central Assembly would see to it that his party 
did not co-operate io any action which the Brstisli Government proposed to take for 
the purpose of biingiag into oxisteuoe the Feded:atl soheme. 

jfteplying to Mr. Bdnya, Mr. Detot said that he bad misread the last sentence, 
whiioti in no way contemplated the omission of oGier ways of combating Federation. 
Mr Desai did not take Mr. Jaganmatkan^o proposal as a practical or a serious one. 
With Migard to Mr. Ro^o ^geadoa, Mr. Desai said that despite the refusal of the 
CongxeM Party in the Provincial L^datures to participate in the Federal elections, 
it oovld he possible to jrot the required quorum to be elected to the Federal Assembly 
from the Slahomedan, Cbrislian, European and other coustitnenctes as the election 
was baaed on proportional representation. Mr. Roy's suggestion, therefore, was of 
no value. 

Mr. Duai averred that without the co-opeiation of the Coneress it would bo 
impossible for the British Government to bring into existence the Federal scheme. 
He, thikefore, asked the movers of the amendments not to press them and assured 
the House mt the Working Gommitteo would take all the necessary steps to combat 
Federation. 

Mr. Bkmlahkai Daiat emphasised that the resolution ns drafted reserved all 
poaaible mem df combatiim the Federatioo while the ameadiaeota euggeatei 
ody speotfio ways and, therefy, limited the scope. Be stated that the success 
of the Oongreas Ocivanmenta aid not so much depend on the particnlar measuses 
they adopted bat oa the growth of power which was being evolved in the 
land. He said the Caagresa Provinces declare their opposition to the Federation, 
it auQT well happen that even the strength of the British Government and their 
deure to impoM tha VedmtioD on us majr auffer a shook and restraint’* 

Mr. Satymmrtki tima announced the withdrawal of his amendment 

Mr. Jai Praknik iFarola, supporting Mr. Masanra amandmeat, laid that froaa» 
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fb6 waj the Googress Ooveromeatfr were ooiMliieUiiff thems^ves, it appeared that^e 
oooAtry was going to be further awaj Irooi oonioating the Federal ephe«e. lae 
Mre paasing of a resolution of the nature moTod was not enowh if thee leally 
wanM to prevent Federation. They ahouli Cioort to direct notion if FederatioB wm 
*o*peeffd. 

nw ton. Kr. Ba/i iUaMtl KUmai (U. P. anpportiag Mr. lU^’a 

amendment, said that they should intisMte to the British Governmeut that the Oim« 
gress wonld take direot action if F<^eration was imposed against the wUl ef the 

Gtosure was then moved ind ttr. AM Kaiam Azhi replied to the oehm 
Replying to the criticism that the resolution^ male no referanoe to diroot.aotiou, he 
said that the Congress hai mide its opposition absolntely olotr and bhers srere 
several ways of implemeatiog this dec aration. fie did not ses any 
dirsot action should not be one of theso if that was found suitable lo the exiatina 
olrcmnstances. Mere non-refereuoe to direct aotiou iu the reaoluUou did not may 
that the Working Committee was opposed to the very idea of direct aotiou. The 
Working Oommittee meant fully to implement the ides expressed lu the resolution, 
namely, opposition to Tederatioo. . , , , , , . 

Mr. Banga, Mr. Sidhwa and Mr. S. B. Roy then announced the withdrawal of 
their amendments. . ^ ^ 

The President 6rst put Mr. Jagannathsn's amendment ^ to vote and it was Imt, 
only one voting for it. Mr. Sri Prakaia'B amendment, urging the Central Assembly 
to pass resolution opposing any action from the Assembly to implement Federation 
was rejected by 83 to 71 votee. Mr. MoeanTe amendment proposing direot aotiou 
was rejected by 93 to 68 votes. ^ . .. .j * 

The original resolution, as moved by Kr. AM Knlam Azad^ was then passed amidst 
applause, only two voting against. The resolution, as adopted, runs as follows 

'^In view of the annoonoements made on ‘behalf of the British Ooverument that 
steps will be taken to inaugurate «he .proposed Federatioo, the All-lndia Oouratt 
(^nmiittee reiterates its efliph'itio' oondemnatian of and oompiOte opposition to the 
scheme and its decision to cimbat it iu every possible way open to it. The Mtraipt 
to inaugurate the scheme dewito the clearly expressed will of tte ustion will be a 
chalkage tj the people of India. The Cammittee therefore, oafle on Praviaoiiu 
GovernmeBts and Ministries to prevent iho imposition •of this Fraeraw® whioh wll 
do grave injury to India and tighten the hands which ^ hold hw^ In sjtojeotem to the 
ImpmiaKst domination and reaction. The Ccaunittee is of opiniou that ty Provm* 
ciaf Governments should move (heir L^ghdatures to give formal wpression to this 
opposition to the proposed Federatioa and ricjuost the British Government not to 
imiM>se it on their Piuvinces.” , , , 

Toe President announce 1 that (here was a lioavy agenda before the Qoaimittse 
and therefore, (be 'Oomwittoe would meet at 13 uoon to-morrow . 

Secood Day — Calcutta— 3(Mii. Ottober 1937 

ADJOxmNsaNX MonoN Lost 

In the AU-lndla Congress Committee to-day, after the resolutions h^ 

been disposed of, the President announoed the result of the balloting of private 
resolutions. Before takiag them up for cousideratioo he wanted to know the sense 
of the House about Mr. I?. K, 8idhwa'$ adjournm^t motion. ... , - 

The PresidnU said there were difficulties in discussing tho actions of Congress 
Ministers in general and the Madras Ministry in jiarticular, because in the lattM 
case the matter was subjudioe and Mr. Rajagopalachariar himsolf was not prmnt. 
The Working Committej were engage 1 iu considering the matter and laying down 
a definite policy and therefore the* Commit! oe should bo allowed to continue 
work and an early meeting of the A. 1. C. 0. 

question specially. He also doubted if it was wise for the A. I. 0. C. to discuss 
such important and delicate matters iu the preseuco of the public and lue rress. 

Mr. Sidkwa maiotained that it was necessary ti give pnonty to his ameud- 
mont and take public notice of the actioos of the Government and a clear policy 
must be laid down. If this was not done now the prestige of the Congress 
would be lowered. He therefore urged permission to discuss his adjournment 

sabmitted that Mr. Sidhm’s adioaromeBt motira was soperfluow 
in *ew ol Ihe Pi«sld«nt’s aisarsnce that tho Workiog Oommittoe was aotlTely 
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IKirftoing tho matter and as soon as the Committee completed the enquiry he 
would (^1 a special meeti^ of tbo A* I. G. C. a month hence from this date. He 
knew it was open to tbo House to discuss a^y matter but he would like to have a 
lead and directions from the Working Committee, particularly because important 
iuues vero involved which required very careful consideration. He wanted more 
light and more facts. Discujsion without further light and facts would do no good 
but would do positive barm. 

The President thereupon took votes as to whether Mr. 8idhwa's adjournment 
motion should be allowed and the House rejected it by a large majority. 

The suggestion that the House take up tho Banda Aiataram resolution in 
preference to others was also votoi by the House by 80 votes to 20 

Mr. Nehru then called upon Mr. Licga Kaju (inJhra) to move his privato 
resolution. 

Da.v o.v Political Dooks 
Mr. Raja moved the followin'' resolution : 

*‘rhe A. I. C. O. calls upon jul Congress Fioviuolal Governments to lift the ban 
on all political books without delay and consideration.’* 

Tbo mover thought the Working Committee woulJ bavo brought such a 
resolution. As it diof not bo had to move his resolution. He enumerated tbo 
publications still under ban in Madras. He urged the House to accept it. The 
resolution was duly seconded. On the President’s suggestion the mover agreed to the 
deletion of the lost fivo words. 


Civil Lioeuties 

Mr. Jfoadiit next moved his resolution on civil liberties which reads : *^Tho A. I. U 
C. while welcoming the steps taken by the Congress Cabinet to effect a roduettoa 
In the number of political prisoners and detenus, though tbo:o are several political 
prisoners in tbo pEOvinccs whore Congress Cabinets exist, recommend that steps 
should be taken to repeal the repressive laws. The A. 1. C. C. asks for the 
complete implementing of the Congress Manifesto by the immediate release of all 
political prisoners and to take immediate steps to repeal all repressive laws. The 
CommittM notes with apprehension that action has been taken by several 
Congress Cabinots under Section 124- A 1. F. C.” 

Ifr. Masoni said it was his conviction that Congress Ministries would identify 
themselves wHh imperialism. *^We must guaid against this. This is the purpose 
of the rcsoJutum. We were warned against such n possibility before office 
acoeptouce was decided on.” Certainly we cannot be part and parcel of the 
machinery for tho repression used by a British Governmeut. Within a few 
iDoaths of the assumption of office we find our fears have become true and unless 
immediato action is taken wo would see Congress workers being arrested by 
Congress Ministries.'* 

Mr. Mdsani said Congress representatives should seek to work for tho restoration 
of civil liberties and try to remove the poverty of tbo peasants and release the 
politicals. Bomothiog on these lines bid been done. Many political prisoners had 
been released and bans lifted. Still there were some prisoners in all tbo Congress 
provinces. Those were oovered by Congress election manifesto, it was suggested 
that they should give time. This was a wrong mentality. In any other country 
the leader would sijm the order of release. This was what should be done. 
Instead, Congress Ministers were going through the files. It was their own 
fiimidity which encoorascKl the Governors. Turning to legislation Mr. Masaui said 
they had done less. Tbo whole armoury of repression enacted between 1D30 and 
19^ remained. There was nothing to prevent future Governments from using 
these powers. The power of detention without trial still existed. Why should 
thev leave this legacy to the future Governments who may misuse it *? ‘‘This 
very power might be used against us,** said Mr. Masaui. '^When we have left 
these how can we ask Mr. fluq or Mr. t^kandar Hyat Khan to remove these ? They 
would i^nt at the Congress Government's own records." Mr. Masani objected to 
Congress Miniatera kunohmg proseoutions for sedition. 

The Prtsidmt at this stage, asked Mr. Masani to disooss only the general policy 
and not go into de^ls or putioular icstances. 

Mr. MOMm bM it had been suggested that there was no difference now between 
the Ooveroaent and thp Coi^ess, in the Geogress Provinces. He submitted that 
this was A wroeg statameiit There should not be two Governments, one Indian and 
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ono British For the matter of that there was do difference betwooQ the ^ngd 
Govornment and the Madras Governmeot, nor between the Punjab Government iml 
the Bombay Government. The expression ^Government established by law in Brinsii 
India** eoufd only moan the British Govemmont. If anyone remained in jail nnder 
the Congress Government, it would affect other non-Gougress Frovinoes. “It js better 
we insist on the release of these prisoners and the repeal of all repressive laws ana 
resign on this issue rather than opntinue iu office, if the Governors objeot, we 
should end the experiment of office.*** ..... i# j 

Mr. Annap^miah (Andhra), seconding, said that ooming as he did from IMflU 
ho proposed to confioo his remarks to Madras. Mr. Kajagopalauhari had statel in the 
Madras Assembly that the C. I! D! would cease to function as it did lo the past 
namely, reporting political speeches, but soou iu Madras, tho C. I. D. began to imrsue 
tho present workers. Tho C. I. D. also searched bouses aud scizi^ certain books, 
iluen of the things happened under the benign rule of the Congress in Madras.^ 
was the use of releasing political prisoners if fresh ones wero to be sent in r was 
it I iffht for the Congress Governmeu t in Madias to violate the Congr^ election 
manifesto, ho asked ; but he regretted to have to submit that tho Madras Govwnment 
had treated the Congress election manifesto as a scrap of pajier. Ue referred to the 
ban on the Kottapatam Summer School of Beoiiomies aui said this still remaiuea des- 
pite the request of the Andhra Piovincial Congress (3omroitteo to lift the same. II 
they wanted to release all politicals and tho lifting of the bans by non-ingress Gov- 
eroments, they should get tho Cong: ess Goveromeuts to release all politicals ana iill 
all bans. . . i 

The President said tlio charges made were worthy of enquiry but Mr. Rajagopai*- 
aehari was not present to reply to these and therefore it was not quite proper to get 
into those details. Ho was really unable to suggest how to proceed with ™ 
sion. lie asked the speakers to couGne themselves to principle and policy. I i 
be absurd for anyone conoeoted with the Congress to take autiou for seditionism all 
along and would continue to be so (hear, hear), but then they had to draw tnejuno 
of demarcation on the question of violeoce. While they could say that no Oonmrasi- 
mau had any business to pro^cute anyone ou a charge of sedition, they ooula not 
say the same when the question of vieleuce was involved, although, even in tnl^ 
Congress Ministers should try to wiu tho opposite party, rather than isolate him ana 
try to charge him. Yet there were many instances where action may be neoosaary 
but this was a matter of judgment. They siiould, as far as possible, try to nave a 
non- violent apjiroach in all matters. They had high ideals and they wanted to live 
up to them, inevitably difficulties would arise but they had to use proper judgment. 
The Working Committee aud the A. 1. C. C. should, iu such instances, pull up the 
Ministers concerned. It was not propor to deal with such matters in snub a public 
meeting. 

Mr. .V. V, Oadgi! moved an araendmeut to the effect that, instead of disonsslog 
the matter in the open house the Working Committee should be entrusted to take ino 
Duoessary action in that behalf. Ho said the present position bad no parallel ™ 
world. They were determiued to break the Constitution but yet they had to work it. 
It was wrong to discuss these questions without knowing all the details. Hitnerlo 
they had not been able to create machinery to co-ordinate aud collate the action oi 
the various ministries. Bpeaking lor Bombay ho could say without fear of conlradio- 
tion that no single p ilitieil prisoner was left in jail. lie had no doubt the l^mbay 
(iovernmeut would implement one hundred per coat the election pledgM. Ihey bM 
already lifted the bans on ail orgauisalioos. All moneys forfoited had wn returnett. 
As rcgaids Madias the speaker asked tho House to have couGdeoce in Mr. Uajagopai- 
achari, the man wlio had suilcred with them and fought with them— who was 
them. “You do not know the mao if you believe ho will not carry oat the eieotlon 
pledges," said Mr. Gadgil. . tt 

The Governments h£i their own difficulties aud they should give them time, tin 
therefore suggested that they should leave the matter iu the bauds of the WorKing 
committee and not discuss those things in such an open house. 

Mr. V. SanyaK supiiorting Mr. Mssaui, said that Section IM-A, I. P. 0., bee very 
little to do with violcuce and non-violence. Thoy were ooahnuiiig the same polioy 
that the British Government followed. Ministers wore now hiqderiog thoir movement 
rather than helping In the Unite*! Provinces there were still niiwty priMiwrs. It 
was no nse saying the Governor frustrated thoir attempts. Ijt Mmit thwj 
could do nothing. They sbouid launch an agitaUon so that the Ministora hand might 
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be stroogtbeooi and they might release the prisoners. The Ministers wore there to 
strengthen the anti-imperalist fight. 

Mr. A. K, Sidhwa wanted the deletion of Section 144 from Mr. Masani's resolu- 
tion. The Congress Governments bad done much in the short time at their disposal. 
He was glad this much had been done. He criticised Mr. Rajagopalauhari’s speech 
about the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive as also his speech about 
the C. I. D. 

Mr. Sidhwa said they could not play with Section 14i, which might be roquiroi 
in cases of riots. The Working Committee should define the policy rogardiug 
violence. 


Madras Mi.n'istry Pei-ended 


Mr. Kaleiwara Rao, Parliamentary Secretary to the Madras Premier, defended 
the Madras Miustry'. While he agreed to tlio principle of the resolution, ho wished 
to defend his own Government. There had been misrepresentations. Mr. Annapur- 
niah had charged tho Madras Prem'er with the vtolation of tiie election manifesto. 
This, he affirmed, was a travesty of facts. Mr. Rajagopatachari was a groat leader 
who was trying to establish tho right type of national government finterrup- 
tions). Government had already returuei press seemities, removed all bans, released 
all political prisonors without exceiition includiug tho Moplah rebellion prisoners, 
and repealed the Moplah Outrages Act. He said the prisoners of the S. I. R. strike 
and otoor bomb case prisonors had boon released. The Criminal Tribes Act had been 
repealed. This was a great achievement, it was only prejudice that vitiated the 
attitude of some members of the House against the Madras Premier. In viow of 
what ho had stated above, calling the Madras Governmout reactionary was prepos- 
terous. He did not wish to say anything in regard to tho two cases which were 
$ub judice. The oharge of the non-listing of the ban on the Summer School atus 
wrongly issued beoause it was a ban only for 1937, issued by the previous Government. 
Thi^ oould not get back tho summer of 1937. A similar school in tho summer of 
oould be established and there was no ban. It was wrong to accuse the 
Madras Government of reactionarism. 

Dr. •Patiabki SHbaramauya moved an amendment similar to the one moved by 
Mr. Oadgil. He agreed that the Ministers suffered under one difficuKy, namely, 
they were being criticised by those who opposed office .aucei>taDco. What could Ibe 
poor Ministers do against the Governors V All people were angry because this had 
ned been done. They wore now Ministers and had their difficulties with the Gover- 
nors, but did those who opposed office acceptauoo tell you about this ? The quesHon 
that they had raised was the inadequacy of the work done by their Ministors, but 
he asked, was this tho plaoe where they should wasli their dirty linen? He wonld, 
therefore, auggest this matter should ho referred to the Working CommUtee, which 
cooJi, tkpgotiation and other means, achieve Hie object they had in view. 


Sr. Suresk Ckundra Banerjee supported Mr. Massani's resolution and ui^hI the 
Goamss Ministers to carry out election pledges by bold actidu. 

wn. JEoiJiwfadevi Chmtt^adhuy&y supfiorttug the resolution; regretted the limi- 
tation of the susm of the discussion. IShe wondered why the absence of Mr. fiaja- 
nopalachari should prevent the ilouso from being in possession of fuU partioutars. 
Why did not the Working Committee possess itself of all the necessary facts ? The 
House had complete faith in the Workiug Cummittec, but that did not mean it oonld 
^not criticise the Committee. This criticism, however, should not be construed as a 
vote of censure. It was not fair to ask tho A. 1. C. C. to reflate this important 
question to a oorner. If the matter had been allowed to go on it would undermine 
the trust in the Ministry and therefore it was right that they should discuss 
the matter at the open Mouse. Closure was then applied. 


Sardar VallMihai Patti, opposing Mr. Missaui’s rosjlutioa and supporting Mr, 
OadgiTs amendment, aaid he did act wish to speak, but Mrs. Kamaladevt niade a 
permai raferenoa to him. Thereforo he had to reply. Uo had made an exhaustive 
enquiry frem Mr. Rafagofialachari, but the oaso being tub judiet he was uuable to 
piaoe the oorraspeadeawe hefoie the House. Bow could they aocuso Mr. Bajagopala- 
ohari, who had folsaaed Mr. Mdmnlly who had been oonvictod when the previous 
Ooverameat was in imwer V Had it bean possible the Working Committee would 
have plaoed an tho matters before the House as tho ultimate responsihility rested on 
the Bouse. Oa having accepted office it was their xesponsibiiity to support the 
Ministry. 8o hwg ae thqy were not in possession of full facts they could not appor- 




-30 oct, ’3?] i^BOClS^tNGS & BESOLtiTTOltS 3^ 

tion the blame. He denied Mr. Massanrs allegation that 90 prisonera were still in 
jail in (7. P. fHere the Oongress President, ioterreniog, said as a U. P. man, he 
could say with authority Mr. Masaani's statement was incorrect). Mr. Rajagopala- 
chari would haye come before the House had ho not been ill. Mr. RajagopaWhari 
bad been fighting for ciyil liberties which the mover of tUe resolution was anxious 
to restore. Me assured the House that as soon as the Working Committee was in 
possesion of full facts it would place them before the House. 

Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant, the Premier of U. P., said he fully appreciated 
the desire of tho members of the House to survey the events of the last three 
months and appraise the Congress Ministers* work and apportion blame or credit 
The Ministers would bo there only so long as they possessed their confidence. The 
House had every right to scrutinise everything the Ministers had done and tell them 
frankly where they had been wrong. As human boings the Ministers were bound to 
err, but he assured the House it would be their constant endeavour to fulfil the 
trust entrusted to them. After all, what was in the power of tho Ministers ? They derived 
all power from them. Once their confidence in the Ministers was gone the Ministers 
would be nowhere. It was their duty to see, while the Ministers were adequately 
punislied for their fault, they were also properly strengthened in their work. Mr. 
Pant asserted that there were no violent prisoners in his province. All had been 
released. Ho was not narrating the achievements of his Ministry for what were they, 
compared with their objective of Indopcndencc ? (Applause). They had released tho 
Xakori prisoners. 

\ voice : “Not all’*. 

Mr. Pant : “I admit two have not boon roleasod, oui uae of them will be 
released, probably before many of you reach your places. (Applause). You do not 
want us to release prisoners only to bring them back. We want freedom of speech, 
action and association, but for that there mast be a complete noa*violent atmosphere. 
If yon can produce the atmosphere not a single prisoner will be detained in jad, 
not only in my province but even in non-Congress provinces. While we have tried 
to do some things I admit we have failed to do many things. But I promise you, 
we sliall ever try to carry out our pledges*’. (Applause). 

Mr. Massani, replying to the debate, emphasised that his resolution was by no 
means meant as a vote of censure on the Congress Ministries and no member of the 
A. I. C. C. could take exception to tho same. 

The President then nut Mr. Gadgil’s amendment suggesting a reference of the 
whole aaatter to the working Committee for enquiry and necessary action, whioli 
was adopted amidst applause by 99 votes to 53. The Bouse then adjourned. 


CoTTosc Slump. CoMJUTTsa 

Earlier in *he day official resolutions were taken up. The resolution on the cotton 
slump, which, it was origlually intended, shonld bo moved, from the chair, created 
unexpected controversy and opposition and, therefore, the President called on Mr. 
Bhnlabhai Desai to move it formally. Mr. Kaoga seconded it. 

Dr. Sdnpal (Bengal) opoosod It on the ground of principle. He said that tho 
Working Committee had not hitherto cared for agriculturists and asked why it was 
thst it had suddenly developed ooncern for the cotton^growers. Agricultural prices 
hsd gone down all over looia. Why, then, was only cotton singled out ? He 
accused the Working (^mmittoe of partiality to Gujarat and Bombay, but the 
President pulled him up. If the resolution was passed. Dr. Ssnyal continued, con- 
sumers of cotton goods would be hit hard and Bengal mills would be afieotsd. 

Dr. PatiaMi Sitaramayya moved an amoodment, wanting the deletion of tho 
last paragraph. He luaintaiiied tJiat India was not in a state of ovor-prodnotion like 
AflMrioa where cotton crops, coffee, etc., were earned to msintsin crop prices. While 
tho appointment of an expert committee had been suggested to investigate the whole 
case, he asked why Provincial Ministers were being asked to investigate the possibi- 
lity of a ro-distribntioii of the cotton-growing areas. Hio Ministers knew nothing 
amt this and, therMore, it was a preposterous saggestion to ask them to Investigate 
this. 

, Mr. BhtUbhai D-ai accepted Dr. Pattabhi's saggestion for tbe deletion of the 
lest paragraph. 
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Mr. Ranga^ replying, maintained tliat the resolation was absolutely es»eu(ial and 
not a minute too early in view of the crisis that was arising. While he would have 
liked better phraseology and different personnel for the coroinittec he wonld whole- 
heartedly support the working Committee’s .resolution, and ho urged the House to do 
the same. The resolution, as amended, was passed. 

War in China 

Mr. Sarai Bose next moved a resolution on Japanese aggression in China. He 
said that the whole of India had been moved by the events in China and the entire 
country had shown instinctive appreciation of the position in China, lie desired to 
give expression to the great indignation which had swept India from end to end 
against Jaj»an. This was not more formal registration of a protest, but the Congress 
meant every word of what it stated in the resolution. The struggle in China was 
against Japane.se imperialism. Therefore it was only part of the world struggle against 
Imperialism. China s struggle therefore was India’s struggle, just as India’s struggle 
was that of China's. He condemned air bombing and said this was an outrage on 
civilisation. He had no doubt China would ultimately sncceed against Japanese 
aggression, and this success would be a a great success against imperialism. 

Japan was a most powerful military nation and therefore China would require all 
possible help and sympathy. That is the reason why the Congress had suggested boy- 
cott of Japanese goods. It had been said that Japan would retaliate. The speaker 
had no such fear as ho was convinced that Japan would have to depond on India for 
many things. Moreover, the action proposed was not State notion and therefore there 
could not be State retaliation. They had, of course, no control over Hrato action in 
India. If they had, they would not have allowed tho sending of Indian troops to 
China. He wondered how any member of the Indian Legislature could have supported 
this (cries of 'shame, shame’). 

In conclusion he commended the rosolution to tho house. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa moved an amendment demanding tho deletion of tho last sentence 
and addition of tho following: '^TUo Congress earnestly appoa's to tho Government 
and people of Japan to refrain from any further aggression in Cliina.*' Kxplaning, ho 
said that India’s position was not such as would warrant any intfirferenco with the 
affairs of other countries. He refered to India's boycott of Italian goods during the 
Ab yssinian War and said this attempt proven a failure. Of course ho was at one 
with the previous speaker regarding the suggestion that India should tight imperialism 
and support any country which fought imjicrialism. He would suggest that lndi:i 
should send ambulance help to China, but ho could not afford to think of having uo- 
pleasant relations which were bound to rise out of tho propose 1 boycott of Jupaneso 
goods. 

Prof Ranga moved a siraihar amendment and said the boycott of J.ip.'inesn goods 
would mean groat sacrinco on the part of the Indian kisan workers. Ho sitpported 
the resolution in so far as it con Jernncl Japinc>o aggression in China hut be main 
tain^ that tho economic boycott of a powerful country like .lapan would ho of no 
use. He asked tho House how thoy would implomcnt thtdr decision. If they per- 
sisted in it, there would bo rctaliatiou from .lapan. When India imposed a 75 per 
cent duty on Japanese goods some years ago, Japan loycotted Indian cotton an 1 
preforr^ American cottou and the result was tint Indian peasants wore hit hard. 
Bimilarly, the proposed boycott would Tnoan retaliation from Japan. Iliycott would 
also mean a bumper trade to Indian mills. If. iuwover, boycott was to be insistoi 
upon, Indian mills should be mado to purchase u!I Indian cotton aiil thus make tiioit 
own quota of sacriltce. 

Mr. Bankim Rookerjee said that if India hoycotto IJapancsc goo ds sho would pur- 
chase her cotton elsewhere, but tiiat would not moan retaliation. If they organisotl 
their boycott properly Indian industtios would improve. He urged the house to 
support the rosolution unanimously. 

Lala Duniehand of Ambala supported Mr. Sri Praicasa's amoudment and said it 
wonld be a mistake to side-track lodtan energies in such a dirootiou instead of con* 
centrating on her goal of independence. 

Mr. P, Biewae further supported the amendment. 

Tke President allowed Mr, Satyamurti to explain dm position of the Congress 
Pai'ly in the Central Assembly regarding the dispatch of Indian troops in China. 
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Mr. Saiynmurihi sail ihe attitudo of iiis leader and himacif regarding thHr state* 
mciit was net to expri'ss any opinion on the despatch Of troops, which the Goverii- 
ment had already decided lipou, hut to make it perfectly clear that tiiey did not 
appi'ove of Indiaii troops being used in China in any way in^ the light between China 
and Japan. “Wi* would never be a parly to I ho use of Itidtkn troops in the Sino- 
Japanese fight. We apjirowd sending of Indian troops to China solely for the pur- 
fKwo of protecting In li ui nationals in Cliina, yvhich is the primary duty o( every 
sal f-go veiling country. Wo aro as strongly against tho use of Indian troops 
itD|»crial purposes as any other member of the riuu.so.'' 

Mr. Sarat Utt&e^ replying to .Mr. Satyamurllii, drew attoation to tho statement he 
(the 6|)8nker) had issiietl immediately after reading the Assembly Jeadera* statement. 
Tins was a corapb*te reply. 

Replying to criiieisms raised by movers of amendments, ho said thab Chinn had 
emerged from many ordeals and was not in need of any one’s help, hut it was 
their duty to supp<»rt her. Mere lip sympathy, as siiggosted by Mr. t?ri Vrakasi, 
would not be sufTioieiit. Whit was noo led was practie.ii help. Tho Congress t^day 
had no power to take State a- iion, but the people could take moral action. It ws^ 
quite possible to make economic boycott offuctive. lliidoubtcdiy this involved risks, 
blit were they going to abandon their policy simply because of risks Jufran could 
not get raw materials olscwh«.MiV and if she attempted this she would only strangle 
her own ecoiiomir iif<f in tier attempt to injure India. It was the duty of a nation, 
which felt one wifh another, to be up and ready to mike any sacriiiee required. 

Mr. Rattfjti withdrew ids am('n*liuent. Mr. dree Prnkasa's aniemlineiit was defeated 
when voted upon, and tho original ivsiiutiou as moved by Mr. iSarat Iloso was passed. 


Third Day — Calcutta — 31tt October 1937* 

Resolutio.vs 

On resumption to- day, tho AlUlmlia Congress Coiumittco.took up consideration of 
farther private icMdutioiis. 

Tho Jlottso udoptoil without discussion Mr. Kamla Shankar Pantlya'a resolution, 
calling on tho Congress Pioviucial Assemblies to puss resolutions, asking thoir 
(Soverninouts not to eonfer titles uti l decorations on people and also calling on Con- 
gress Ministries to intiinaio to 11. M. the King that they do not proposo.to recom- 
mend any names fur titles. 

Tho lloiiso agiOvHl to refer Mr. A. K. Pillni's ri'soIutit>n, cimdeinniug ttie Govern- 
uieut of ludia Act, le-afliiroing tliu jiriwious resolutions of tho iNmgress to oombat 
it and urging the Congress K.\eeutivo to lay down u iiuilurm policy fur all Trofiucial 
Ministries, to the Working Cuininitieo for aoiiou. 

The A. 1. C. C. next adopted a resolution, moved by Dr. PattabHi Sitaramay^Qf 
urging tho lo-distribution of Troviiiees on u linguistic basis. He urged tho Madras 
aud uombay (iovernroeiits to take up the question immediately. 

Srimati Kamaladcn moved a lesolutioii prutesting against tho repressive ^loUey 
of the Mysore Goveiiimout and sending greetings to tho people of Mysora in thoir 
struggle. It bad been suggested (site said) that Congress was interfering with the 
affairs of Mysore State ; on tho contraiy, tho Mysore (iovornment were interfering 
with the normal Jay to day activities of the Congress. itcHtriotive orders hod been 
served on several Congress woikers, meetings niid processions banned t(hd meetiogs 
brokoQ up. Sill) herself liad bieii peipitually pursued by the police aud perseoutil 
m the most insulting aud vulgar manner although she liad no intention of doing any 
jroi'k in Mysore and was only passing tlirongU hlysore. Mysore Omgruss workers 
had exercised cousidciabic rcst^uiut and boivod to this kind of iusuliing treatment 
but the Mysore Guverninent interpreted this ns a sign of weakness on their part and 
harassed them moro and moit\ in eiTeot, what tho Mysore Oovornment were objeot* 
mg to was not the entry of this man or that man but tho building up of*a (}oogress 
organisation which owed no allegianco to tlio Mysore Ruler. The Dewao himself 
was responsible for such a state of affairs. Jkie had thrown out a challenge to the 
vODgres^ -which should be taken up and the proper reply given. 

Mr. Oadgii, soconding the rcKoliitiou, said that tlie iiiterforenoe came from the 
Dewan, Ue maintained that it was right that tlie All-India Congress Committi*e 
should discuss the resolution. After describing the Congress attitude towards Indian 
States, Mr. GadgU said that Bhiimati Kamaladevi's resolution was quite consistent 
With that poiiey« Therefore, he urged the Congress to render all nossible help to 
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tbe Mysore fieople. If they failed to do this, the rulers of ludiaii States would be 
encouraged to believa that tbe greatest possible organisatiou in the country, iho 
National Congress, could not interfere whatoirer they did against tlie Ojugress 
organisations. Professor Indra also su|iported the resolution. 

Mr. K. F. NarimaiA endorsed every statement ma le by Sri math i Kamaladovi and 
said that the Mysore Dewan was one of ilio cleverest diplomats who followe i Mr. 
Macdonald and Sir Samuel Hoare. No civilised .administration in Indin or niitKidu 
oould tolerate such abominable repressive measures. The Oovornin<Mit appeiruU to 
keep printed orders ready to be serverr on tlioso who passisd through the State, ilu 
commended the resolution for the ao<.‘o)ttancc of the House. 

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaratniah suggested that the entire matter be referred to the 
Working Committee but the House did not accept liis suggestion. 

Tbe House accepted Shrimati Kamnlndevi’s resoiutiuii amidst applause. 

The President announced that it had been decided that tiie Ail-lmlin Congross 
Committee' should meet again in about two months' time, eithor in tlii> last week of 
December or tfie first wc(>k of January. Tho date and place will he annomiccd later. 

The President also indicated that thoro might ho a slight change regaiding the 
dates of the llaripura Congress session. 

Tbe *Bande Mataram* was sung and this hroughl tho thieo days' session of the 
All-India Congross Committee to a conclusion. 


The Congress and the Masses 

Pt. Jftwaharlal’a Call for Co-operation 

Since mv rolurn from Burma and Malaya I have ree dved many hdlins from 
Congress Committees and Oingrcssmen ciKiniritig about tho duty of Cingressmeii 
towards labour and fieasant organisuiiotis. Should tlioso organiKitions bu iMicouragrd 
or not? And if so, what form slimiid they tuk**, what relation, if any. should they 
hear to the Congross ? Those problems havo arisen in many provinces and tlu^y 
require our serious ennsiderafion. Sometimes tlieso p roidi-ms are largely personal, 
sometimes they are mainly nroviiicial, but hohind them always tln're is the larger 
issue. In dealing with the local aspects of the problem, we must inevitably consider 
these pecfiliaritios and even petsonuliti<>s. But wi* must bo clisir about the principles 
and tho real issues before we lose ourselves in the forest of local detail. 

How has this problem arisen V Nut surely just because of a few persons acting 
in a particular way, but becaiuso of tho dynamics of the very struggle in which we 
are engaged. It is a sign of our growth anil tho rising consciousness of the masses. 
For that growth flio National Congress is mainly responsihio and to it thoreforu roust 
go the cr^it in a largo measure for tho new mass consciousness. T!ic Corigrcs.s has 
worked for it and if svicccss comes to it, Congressmen must not light shy of this. 
Therefore this now develojiment is to be wuleomud even though it might bring some 
oooasionnl complications with it. 

These complications are to some extent inherent in tho situation. Tho Congress 
is predominantly a {lolitical organisation representing the urge of all classes of 
Indiana towards national freedom. A labour or peasuut organisation is osscntiully a 
group or class organisation primarily interested in the welfare and advancement of 
that group or class. The Congress thinks and acts mainly on tlio political plane, 
the workers* organisation on the functional and economic piano. Yet the dilTerences 
are not so great as one would imagine and tho develonmcnt of our struggle and of 
fwlitioal oonsoiousness bring the two doso to each other and they overlap to a con- 
sideratile extent. The Congress because of its closo touch with tlic masses, because 
indeed it is by far the biggest mass organisation in the country, inevitably begins to 
think and act in terms of tho economic grievances siod disabilities of tho masses, 
that is the workers, peasants and others. The labour and peasant organisations are 
loroed to tbe oonoJusion that eeonomio disabilities cannot be removed to any largo 
•Stent ttalew politicNil freedom is eobievod and oomes to tbe people as a whole. 
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Thus the two overlap and the joint anti-imperialiat front f^rowa np. In any country 
under alien domination the political aspect always overahiidows other aspects. This 
in itself would make the Congress the dominant organisation in the country, but 
this predominance has been further intcnsii o.i by the part that tho Congress has 
playra in recent yeare in oar struggle for freodom. Tho Congress is thus to-day 
far and away the most povrotfni and tho most widespread organisation in India; it 
has tremendous mass appeal and mass support ; oven tho workers and peasants look 
up to it and are influenced by it far more than hy their own class organisations. 
Other ^organisations are not evon had seconds. Tho Congress has obviously not 
achieved this mass inflaonoe and support by its political pmgranamo only. It has 
done so by its magniriccnt rocord of sorvico and saerillie, and by its diroQt approach 
to the masses and its increasing economic orientation, \yliicb is understood by those 
masses more than the purely political ohjeotivo. It is intoro^tin:' to conipare the 

organisational and basic strongth of the Congress in various parts of India. Tliis 

strength varies directly with this oconomic oriontitioii and mass contacts. 

Thus from the point of view of our freedom struggle, both in its political 'and 

economic aspects, it is essential that tho Congress should be strongtheneJ. Kvory- 

thing that weakens it, weakens that atruggl«>, and wealcns ov<*n the workers* and 
peasants* movements, for neither of these is strosig f'uougli to mike mindi h-alway 
without congress support It is the realisation of this fact tliat his brought about 
the demand all over tho country, and fniin all kinds of quarters, for a joint auti- 
imporialist front undor Congress auspices. Indeed tho Congress itself is iiioreasiugly 
considering this joint front. 

But in spite of all this tho Congress remains, and has to roraain, a national 
organisation and it cannot alw.ays roprosoot the functional or class interests of tho 
workers and peasants. It cannot function as a trade union or kisai sihha. In actual 
practice, where its contaots with the poasantrv aro oinsi lor.iblo, it almost fiinotiona 
a.s a kisiian sablia. Tlio general tondoncy is for tho Congress to develop into a 
iiredomiiiantly peasant organisation and this procoss is liktdy to continue, but the 
loadorship is bound to remain with tho middle classes, chielly the lower middle 
classes, so long as the ('ongross remains tho National Congress and doos not undergo 
a cliaugo into something ontiroly difforont 

Bat these arc spoenhitions al>out tho future and it is the present that concerns ua. 
Tho oulstandiiig facts of tho prosont are : (1) the Cmgross roust be stronglhoopa 
because it is the only organisation which can lead us elTcctivoly to our goal ; and (2) 
Ihu rising conseiousnoss of and forraent among tli J m isses. If tlieso two facts are 
cori’tdatod tlnm we have a nowerful raovomciit which grows in strength and leads us 
to RQoeoss. Tliis is tlio basic reason for and the raison d’tro of tho emphasis that is 
being laid on mass contains. And bo it remoinberiMl that this npidies to all Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh and Christian masses. Tho ele.*iv;igos of religions faith do not aliHot 
this programme at all. Wc talk loosely sometimes of Muslim mass contacts, hut this 
is not a communal movement dnaling with Muslims only. Our programme is iiloutioal 
in this respect for Muslim and Hindu or others : only in order to draw tlio attontiou 
of our workers to work among the Muslim massos have wo talked of Muslim mass 
contaots. 

Contacts with tho masses c.*m bo of two kinds, direct contacts by moans of Con- 
gross memboi'S and village* commitbms among the worlcpis and poisants, and oonlaots 
with tho workers’ and iieasants’ organisations. The first, of coiirso, is ossonti,al and 
needs no argument. Without it the second doos not oorao into tho picture at all, for 
the second can only ho a corollary to tho first. If the Congress lias not. got direct 
and widespread and doop contacts with tho massos, it is bound to bo innnonood far 
moro by the middle cla.s.sos and will thus movo away b) some c.vtont from the mas.4 
outlook wJiich it has boon its coiisistont aim to develop. It must, tlioreforo, bo liie 
aim of every Congressman, and more sfioeially those who have the intorosts oi 
labour and the peasantry at hoart, to develop tli(».so direct contacts by enrolling 
Congress members from the working cla.sses and establishing village committees. 

The second kind of contact, that is somo kind of organisational relation of the 
Congress with working class organisations, involving fuii'dional roprosontation, liM 
boen discussed for some time past and is still being disoiissod. It involves a nasm 
change in the (Engross constitution and I do not know when, if over, it will be 
gi^en effect to. Personally, I am in favour of the principle being admitted and given 
effect to grodoaliy, as the u. P- Provincial Congreis Committoo has rocommendoJ. 
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This win not make much diffimnee to he^in with, m the workers’ and peaeants* union 
which are properly or^nieoil ami capahlo of hAkinj? advanta^ of CongreftK affiliation 
are very limitod in niimhor ; and then the comiitions for affiliation would be laid 
down by tho Oon!;rpss. Rut the qiiARtion does not artso now as the Ooog^ress coufl- 
titiition does not permit sncli affiliation or any kind of fnnotional repreBentation. It 
ia a delmtahio qne^ition and we need not oonsidor it farther he|S. But this I should 
like to emphn^ifu* a^ain. TItat fliose who are in favour of thia change cannot bTinf* 
it about from nntsido pi-ns^nro ; tin y can only do so by havinff a lakge enough Gon- 
gross memIxTsliip of work<M's and poanautR who want such a change* If the^ntside 
pn*RRiiro is at any timo 'rroat onongh to compel the Congreaa to bow to it aemhst its 
own will, lhat will mean Mint the oiitsi<|p organisations are more powerful than the 
roogress. and if so why nffiliato ? Rut this is a highly unlikely contingeocy. 

While it is trim that this fpiostion is ll••yond onr purview at preseut, we see 
something vnirnolv similar to it eh»vt»l<)|»ing ;ill over the country. ^ This is the inorea- 
ning oo-opiMMtion' in actual work botwi'CMi hmul Congress committoes and working 
rliWB organls.ations. Sometirnos oven i<>int itifovrnal committees have been formed. 
Often enough the leaflii*.''; sttinla <•/ those l*>e;M urbanisations are prominent Onigress- 
men and so there is no difficnltv in having this co-operation. Rut Micro is something 
more in it than this common link ; there is Mio ih^mand for th\s co-operatiuu and a 
realisation that it is highly nocirssary. 

Having laid so mneh stress on tho imnortaneo of hringii^ in workers and 
peasants directly into the CJongrws, let us now consider the desirability of having 
separate working class organisations. Thoie can be no doubt wli itovor that both 
industrial workers and peasants iMve, or ought to have, the inliereiit right to orga- 
nise themselves. That is in the nature of a fundamental right which tho Congre.ss 
has re|»catn*Ily reengnised. Then< is no room for argument about it. Tho Congress 
has goiio a stop further and t*iicourage<l, in history «t least, tho formation of such 
uniona. 

Tho ease of industrial workers is clearer than that of tho peasantry. It seems 
to mo that anyone interested in su<di labour must come to tho «• undusion that it is 
the hoiinden duty of the worktus to organise themselves in trade unions, and tor 
others to help them to <lo so. The trade untrm movement is tho inevitablo counter- 
part of DiodfU’n industry ; it must grow as industry grows. The Congress with all 
its mass contacts cannot function as a trade union, and tho numcioiis workers’ 
problems and conilhds that arise <5an only be dealt with by a trade union. Prom 
the point of view of onr larger freeilom movement also tho organisation of workers in 
trailo unions is ess^'n'ial for such organis-Ml workers develon strength aud mementura 
nn.l high degree of political consoiousness. Thereforo Congivssmon should help 
also, in so far as they ran, in the day-to-day struggles of tho wotkera. There 
slioiiM !»o co-oprration l)ctwe(*n the* local Oongri»ss Committees and tbo trailo union. 
The trade union is of course in no w.iy within tin* Congress organisation, nor is it 
suhjert to ofTitdal Congress control. Rut it must re togjiisr that in political matters 
the lead of the Congress has to be followe<l and any otiior course will prove injurious 
to the froodoni struggle and even to tlie work-srs* movemmt. Ii foonorhic matters 
and thnso relating to workers' grievanr^es, the union can have whatever prognmmo 
it chooses, even though this may ho tn advance of tbo Congr-*ss iirngramine. iSin- 
gressmen. in their individual cafiacities, can and sbmiM bo momboi'S or { rienda of 
the mnon awl as siudi willfof course give it their ailvice. But a 'Congress (^mmittee 
as such should not ti'v to control n trado union. He-rimtlv a case camt} to mv .notice 
when the Onigress Committee tried to intorfero with the elections to the executive 
••ommiltee of a hihour union. This seems to m»j Iiighlv undesirable. It is imbeoom- 
mg for a Ckmgn .ss Committee to do so and unf.iir to tho LTnion. Tt is bound to 
le.ul to eoniliot or to tho conversion of tho Union into something whioh ia not 
ess»*nlially a labour union. Cnngre8.smon, of course, who have served tlie-oinae of 
labour, liavo every right to take part iu tho affairs of tho Union. 

Transport workers stand exactly in tho same footing as other indnstrial workers 
and ilioir oiganisntion in special unions is highly necessary. Tt is also dssimbto to 
«»rganise separntely and functionally those workers in cities who carry on parttonlar 
prviri^s^Tflns anil avIiosi* economic interests are allied siioh as tonga walas, the la<«wali8, 
ekkawnlas, malla.s Ifisliermen and boatmen), stone-breakers, petty clerks, press workers, 
sweepers, and the like. All lln»so should of course be hrouglit directly into the 
t/>ngn ss Told as primary merabei-s, hut they have special jiroblcms of their own, 
and a rnnrtional on^nisation gives them stroogth and self-reiiauco. It is easier for 
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tbem later on to take part In Conarese work. Thi^ of nonree prosnmep that Oongiw- 
men are in intimate touch with tlioir .Sfiocial or^nuisations auil £*ivo them overy help 
in time of need. 

Mixed labour unions and ‘mazdnr sabhas in a citv consisting of workers froni 
Tarious trades and businosses are usually not Rnpi!r>sstnl. Tliore is no functional 
iinjty amongst them, no common urco to oo-oiK'ration ci* action ; and if a political 
unify is 'desire<l, tho Conjrivss is there to "i\»o it. 

The important problem of the peasantry nnnains. mvl this after all is the most 
important of our problems. In the ti»r»n peisnufi y I in'-lmli' the peasant uropnetors 
as well as the tenants, tho ix'tty j'lmindars of fh * Piinjah anil elsewhere, the kisans 
of the U. P. and IWhar, and the Kiishafcs of and The sarao mouiod 

of treatment will not apply to all tlfso ; thtuo will he vaiiaiiMiis. I'nt for the mo- 
ment I am do.alinK wilh the ('.oMjrres-; appro'ii-li to special orjianisafions. 

The Con;jrcss has fully roco'tniif'I the riirlit of fh * pi'.i'S'iuti y fo orj;.iniso them- 
selves. and in theory the oonsideiations I have in faviuir of traU> unions 

apply to thorn also. Hut ih'*re is a difference. li i.s n lalivelv eisv to ori»aniso fyi- 
tory workers and tho like; they are a closidv-kuit }r‘oiii>. Morkini; shonldor to shoulder 
and obviously siiffuriii" from common disihillties. |i is far nnro ilifUtiult jo organise 
the peasantry, looselv scatteroil and thiiikinf; almost in terms of tho individual ana 
not of tho group. We have evperieiiood all tlfv dilTi.'uUi 's in tlio course of our 
Congress work, ami thus we (iud that while roiemss inllucnce over tho peasantry 
is very great, our oreanisalional slrmurtlt amore- ih in is much less. Tens of millions 
look up to tho Omgress and owe al!e;*Kuu:e to it. hut (he aetual membership is count- 
ed in hundreds of il:o(i.saiids only. 

Where Congress Commitleos are working rlTei tiv.dv in vlllai’o areao, an effeejiye 
kisan organisation in the same area would laiv.-lv ovi'ihip. TImmi* would ho duplica- 
tion of effort and waste of energy. 'Mm* (Joiutcss itsidf is usually eonsiderol hv the 
peasantry as their own organisalion, and that is as it slinulJ ho 1‘hu.s wo find Jhat 
in such areas separate kisan organisutions have not giMwn up, although flio kisan 
noirement, as a jiart of the rengfess and more »ir h*sR within iU fold, is strong. 
Where, however Congress Commiftivs are not tum tioning eff.M iively in tho^ villages, 
the gap is hound to be filled sooner or lali*r by peasant organisafio*»s. Tho important 
fact to be borne in mind is that (Ifre is drop' ft rment in the peasantry all over Inaia 
and a powerful, though paitly unefuiwcions, de-,irc on llH-ir part to do .something to 
get rid of (heir many burdens, whh li have Imm-uu** ipiite nnhearahlo. Piindaraentolly 
this is due fo the economic condition, hut also flcrc is the fmd that the political 
movement, under the leidei*shi|i of the ('niigriss. has raiN'‘d ma'^s eonsciousnoss ana 
made tlijem resent many things which they n^cd to hear sihudly hko dnmh lioasts. 
They have also had a glimmeiing of the rfl -etiveness of organisation and united mass 
action. So they arc ex|KH;tant and if tlie f ’digress caM docs not. reach their 
some other will, and they will rcspoii'l to it. Hut tie' call that will find echo in then* 
hearts must deal with tlieir own sufferings and the way to g- t rid of them. 

Because of this wo find to-day all manner of strange f)i-‘»|ile, who have never had 
anything to do w’ilh the peasantry before, talking in l-'rinw ,,r economic progiwromea 
and trying in their nnoontli way to woo the peasantry. Hveii oolitical re^iooaries 
of the deepest dye discuss uncjtuously ngrarain programmes. Nothing will or can 
come of this, for far- re idling agrarian ref»irm will never come reit of political rea- 
ction. But this attitude of thciis shows us tho wav the wind blows. 

The wind i.s blowing to the villages and to tlie mu I huts wliory dwell our poverty- 
striken peasantry, and it is likely to hwmmo a lurricauo if r-diff docs not oomo to 
them soon. All our political problems and disenssioiis .are but ilie hackgrouiid for 
the outstandiilg and overwhelming problem of India— tiic laul proldero. 

Tho Oingress has realised this in a large me;;siiro. nnd in spite of its political 
preoccupations it has laid down the agrarian firogramme. This ]»rogramme, though it 
does not go to the root of tlie problem, is substa*itijd .and fnr-reacliing and undoubt- 
edly would bring relief to the peasantry. So fur fi< I know, ngrnrinn progrsminps 
drawn up by peasant organisations do not differ greatly from this. But the drawing 
up of a theoretical programme is not enough. It must b.* udvcu the fullest publicity 
among the peasant masses and (he organi.sution must n a- b tbc vilbigo. Kiirtlijw we 
must draw up definite schemes and nroimsals cm the b.isis of this programme Those 
proposals will va^ in different parts of India as conditions diffiw. It is the business 
of Provincial or drmgress Committees and Congress Assem»dy parties to draw up 
theie proposals. It is true that we may net Ik; in a p'-sition to give cffoct to this 
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fall prolamine nnder present conditions. Bnt we imist be ready with it, to the 
smallest detail, so that when the time comes we can go ahead confidently and with 
speed. 

I hsTe pointed oat that present condfttops m India and the very dynamics of the 
situation are leading to the organisation of the peasantry. The example of other 
countries points to the isame conclnsion. Therefore it seems to mo- inevitable that 
peasant organisations will grow iii>. Whom Congress is itself a largely peasant 
organisations, separate kisan sahiias and the like will not function effectively as 

organisations, though they may offer ortjfwional platforms for tho ventilation 

of kissn grievances. Wlwre ildngross contartts with villago folk am weak, tho kisan 
organisation wilf tlevelo]i more. In any event the growtli of ponsant organisations, 
weftk or strong, will take place. What should bo cwir attitude to them ? 

Wb cannot soy that there should be no peasant organisations. Tliat wonid bo 
conlkary to the declared Congress policy ; it would bo wrong in principle and it 
would come into conflict with that living movement and ferment that wo see all 
STOund UR. Nor can wo rav that a kisan snbha should ho just a w'ing of the Con- 
gress, each momher of tho Sablia Ixdng a primary member of the Congress. That 
would: be an absurdity, for iiinler those conditions it is hardly nccos-sary to have a 
Kisan sabhit. It seems to me also ont of the question to place peasant organisations 
in the same category as the All-India Spinners Association or tlie Villago 
Todastrim Association. Such rest. riotinns will not stop tho growth of S''jwrato peasant 

organisationfl ; they will onlv rt^sult in imtfing them outside tho pale of Uie Congress 

and make them look npnn it as a partly hostile body. 

It is important that there should bo no thought of rivalry between the two for 
this 'Wilt be injurious both, moro specially to tho peasant organisation which is 
bound to be much weaker. If large numbers of peasants are direct members of the 
Congress and leading Congressmen arc interested in tho peasants’ grievances, there 
will bo no rivalry artd in effect though not organisational ly, tho peasant organisation 
will ho a kind of wing of the Congress. 

There are of course ditTicnlfies in such vague contacts and possibilities of fiielion. 
These difficnltios are inherent in the situation and wo have to face them. Tlio 
moro real our politios are, the more they d«.‘al with the problems of life and the 
many faces of a vast and complov and dynamic movemont, tho more wo have to 
face fresh problems and adjust ourselves to changing situations. For life itself is 
complex and ever changing. ,Any advico T may give to-day on this or any other 
subject may not hold good sometime later for conditions may change. 

And then principles may he 'good but it is not always easy to apply them in prac- 
tice. Thus we find to-day tfiat sometimes the Kisaii Sabha platform is used in 
opposition to tho Congress." Soraefimos imliticnl or communal reactionaries try to do 
so ; more often, some Congressmen who do md ai»provo of tho local Congress Com- 
mittee or its ofrie^j-bearnrs find tho Kisan Sahha platform a convimient place from 
which to attack them. A rival Congress group thus may csploit another organisation 
to gain power in tho Congn’ss itself. Thus the Kissan Rabha sometimes booomos a 
temporary homo for tho reo.aioitraiits of the Congress, or even those against whom 
disciplinary action lias boon taken by Congrass Committees. I have had reports of 
kisan Conferences luiing org.anised within a couple of miles of ^ District Political 
Conforonop, on the .same day and at tho same time. This was intentionally done to 
injure tho Congress conference and attract some people away from it. I have further 
had reports of prooe.ssion.s organisi'd to interfere with Congress Conferences, of 
slogans offensive to the C')ngivss hoing shouted Ihoro, of Hag conflicts be.iiig dedibora- 
toly engineered . 

Tills kind of thing is highly obiectionahle and all Congressmen must opnoso this 
folly and this exploitation of the Kisan movement in the interests of particular groups 
and individuals. It does not injure the (Congress iiUimafoIy^ ex'cept in so far as it 

S * ices confusion in tho minds of the unsophisticated and simple-minded peasantry, 
uros far more those who indulge in such practices. I have previously written 
tho Flag and I want to repeat that any attempt to dishonour tho National Flag 
by whoinsoovor coraniitted cannot be tolerated. Wo have no grievanee ag<ainst the 
Bed Flag. For my part I liko it and honour it ,as the symliol of the workers’ strug- 
gle and sacrifioes.’ lint it is i^ro^sly unfair to that Flag to treat it as a kind of rival 
of the National Flag. 
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ISth. bettBon — Calcutta — 29tli. to 31tt. December 1937 

The Presidential Address 

The nuietecntli softsioii of the National Liberal Ffili*ralioii of Iii<1ia mot at Calcutta 
CD the 29lh. December 1937. R«‘|fr()soQiativf Lil»oni!s from ali over India were 
present, lu the courso of his Presiilential addruss. Sir Chimaulal //. Setatvad said 

Sinde our last session at Lucknow, events have moved very rapidly, Tfco. goneiml 
rleotious for the Provincial lA'^islativc Assemblies under tbo new Cuustitiftioii were 
held and the Coii;!ress candidates in seven out of eleven provinces won a suAcieui 
majority of scats in tho Ic^islntiucs in thoso provinces to bo in a position to form 
ministries. 1 claim that tiie LiiitM al Parly won a si^^iuit victory— not at the polls— 
but in the tcceptanco of liberal priticipb^s anti constitutionni routbods by the Con- 
gress. The 'Working Oimmittue of the Congress decided in favour of offico auooptanue 
which the Liberal Fcdciatinn, while coiidcmuiug the new C(}nKtitiifion and protesting 
•gainst its ugly features, had recommoudod at its last session. Thu oommont on 
thai^ecisi«>n of the Working Committee by a leading Congressman who is now, I 
believe, a Minister, was that ^Mt is nimply a resuluUon of the Lucknow sossion of 
the Liberal Federation rowritton in Congress language " For somo time tins CongresB 
majorities hositated to shonlilor the responsibility which nutumlly fell epon themi 
as the result of the polls. After fussing over for three months ov( r a dentand tof m 
assurance from (lovcrnois which was both unnecessary and oonstitutionalky untouaUto, 
the Congress ministries came into existence and have been fuiictiuuttLf ovo^ siiMO* 
The prospeotivc wreckers have become ardent workers. They have now oome to 
realise what the Liberals had said that iu spite of all the limitations Ko\ uioiosirablo 
features. of Provincial Autonomy, tiuuo is consideral>lo scope for doing ^>ed to people. 
One Premier is reported to havo said : '^Wliatuver mav bo* the defiiotti in the prosent 
Government of India Act, it lias eualjlcd us to wield power for Ihu good of the 
masses." 

The Congress Ministiits have legnn to hc1 the obligations of respnn&itrility and 
have learnt ]k<>w far n moved frcrni the rcalitii^ of firactical admif.iistrnliou were the 
slogans they had shouted and llx' gliii piomiscs they had mudi^ to ilie okiotoratos 
during the elections. In some proviiircs, the ininistncs had to I'A'Soi't to Hection 144 
of the Criminal Procedure Code and the thimiiiul IjUW ArntMtdment Aot which they 
hsd time and again prcchiimeil should be ahiogatcd. Lithi ciian^es and firing had to 
be resorted to. CoTigrcssm(?n had to b« wano'd not to associ’ato thuroscives with 
Ktsan Sabhks and Krsans had to bo told that if they did not pay rent under exist- 
iog laws their lauds would be confiKcatod. In one piovince they had to nrosticute a 
Congressman under Section 124-A, Tlie Premier of tho provi uce in whicu that pro- 
secution- took place is reported to have saiil that if oeoplc from other provinces come 
here to -do mischief by iuciting ncople to violence, lie could, not keen rpiict but must 
snatoh a revolver and do sumetriing to curb such things. Anutlicr Ministur said that 
the Congiess Ministry would not counteoaiico :uiy siibvorsdvo activity to Wing abou^ 
political chango; 1 am not for a moment iinding fault wit'n tlirm for tho action these 
muiistries had to take. On the contrary, 1 couim';ud tin *ir cuuragu and good sense 
in doing so. 

For taking such inraEUice the Congress Mini.stric.s arc attacked by the leftwingers 
of the Congress as making use of laws which they wii.un out of ofTicc had vohumently 
condemned, and are accused of resorting to violcm o while pkd{;ed to tho creed of 
non-violence. They also accuse tbo ministries of inVringing tho civil lihertios of the 
^people, if tbore is an outbreak of communal violr^co or strikers' uso coorclon or 
intimidation iu preventing those who want to woik from doiog so, is tbo Oovornmont. 
beoanse it is a Congress Government to allow public peace to bn jeopardised and 
indnstry to be mined and lock on impctcDlly whiio chays and anarchy spread ? Is 
ft part of the civil libcities of strikers to be allowed to intimidate and use Trioienoe 
•to pthars who want to work ? 
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Hevorat AHiiisliis have suiil ; “Kit ii ^ Cnigrefis CSoverniriMii lins <o rovpiii/’ I 
wonder tiu;y uie ko upulogeiic uUmI it ; uliy tlus mo of llte word ? Is 

ilie iaii»lk;atMiii tliut a CongrusK (lO vert: meat is urtliiigrtly p»i ex|*t>ured to govern ati<i 
maintain peace and order V* I venimo io Hiiiik tilal it is the liriit duty of uny 
Ooveinment, fai it Confess or any other, to takt; ail ste^a^ necessary to inaiutain law 
and ordor and jirotuot the law-abiiling }k filiation from violence of others, howevei 
umtalatablD the fulfilment of such duty iniyiit he to some of their following. One 
can, however, well uudei stand the mind of their pnoiestiiig following, i'hey are 
naluralty pnzsled to find that Cougi^ibs leaders who, when out of office, were making 
4 all sorts e&travagant dmiands on behalf of the peasantry and lahuur, who Jlieni' 
i 't^vvs had resoiied to Civil Disobedience and hi caking of Jaws, who hud cucouruged 
a non-payment of rent caiiipaign and gone to jail for doing so, who had couuiveti jti 
Gt'proion and intimidatioa against thu.se who were ugaiust sueb activities, should, 
wiien io office, discourage,' curb and punish IJie same .subversive teudoncies and ac^s. 

are. still jaore puzzled w'lieo they find the Ministers retut ning lands that were 
locA'^eited for noa-paymoot of loitt as part of tbe Civil Disobedii'iico movement and 
at Uio iduie titue warniog Kisana that tboir lauds would bo fui'Ieiied if Uiey do nui 

psgf 1 ttUt. 

Xht^so difTicaltios that are harassing Congress Alittisliies arc laigt'iy of tin.ii own 
crcatuit'i for, once you cr<*ato la the peojile a spirit of di.S4}lM*d>i‘iice of laws and 
SUthwit y, tliat siiirit will htcak forfli against yuur own fio'.iirntneiit. 'J'o pre.ich 
restrahit and pattenoo at lids stage does not avail inu< h. .hiwaharlal, tin* 

idol of T ouiig India, preached lestraiut to tlio Allafitahud stieienis wlm liad gone on 
strike, hut the siudeuts diseaidcd his advice aud approved of ihe stiike and the 
Pandit klC the meeting iu disgust.; 

‘A wrong'* oonstituMonal principle appMCS to have tu>cn laid down by the preseni 
Preiriduiit of the Offiigrcaa. He asMitfl thflA tbo Ministries are not liircetly respon> 
sibloio the iilectontn but their responaibifitj ia to the Cuiv^ie .s and <nily itidiie<;tl> 
throu^ the Congress to tlio ^ eleotoimte. If this pro|MAiitoii j;, u<’'*eptcd, there i^ 
grave dafigvr €d Fascism developing ki the iJongress ur.:;;iiai/.atiou. Not 4Hily woiil i 
tho MinistOTWb^t all members of the Congress will lose tln h indi‘|M i.<lenc«« of 
ment Ttisdnehlcatiou of the hard mentality auioim even tlr.) int lii^^initshi of tlic 
country is regrettable. Dut to my mind the greatest danv. t not oiil> to the C*oi> 
gresa but the wDolo oountry lies in the growing •.( e<eiimiiiiisiu under the 

name and gulm o/ Socialism. Siteaking for mysed, uml 1 vemure oiso for our party, 
if by t^iatisyn b .meant equal oppoftnnities for all, an •opi'.i.ihu sImmu*; oI proUi , 
between iudUMry and labour, improved condiliuiiK of liviie; um I in s<«jue oasi‘;^c\eiL 
nntionitisatiom^l some iudustries, 1 am aH lor such Hocialisui. ihit the c >ji’ *')>moo o[ 
{Socialism is quit^diLTerent in tho laiacto of tltuio wlio iui; it. What tiiev 

want is really Sqaimiiniam of Soviet Bosaia, ail aixilitiou •»( daises and priv.itc 
propeity and .the yule of the prolitariata and oot pariiameatary 4li-inoi'i'aijy. Tuc 
Congress IVdAdoUt ham only avowtd this to be his ideal for India and wli.m .such a 

declaraliou created couaiderabla agHattQ# lm, 1 believe, said that the que.^tion of the 

iiiaugitiaiiou'bf such Sooialiam waa lav: avnqr aod that, ilio present uhjeutive was the 
atluiuiuent qf fieedom for India. The implicatioa, iiowtwer, must not bo ignored tliat 
when freeiw'ls uttoined ha And tboM who think with him will use that fieedom 
for the pui^e of iutroduoiag a fqgima of the Soviet Biiasia typo. 

At this Sossioi^ you will have to deal with tbe all important quoslion of the 

impeuding Federation. Tlmt Federation is tbh only way of bringing together the 

#Ik4w^ India cannot be denied. The Liberal Party has accepted the principle of 
Fiideration bit Jim been rightly critical of tho detailed constitution in which that 
idea has hec5 embodied. All political parties have strongly pat forward their ohjoo- 
tioua to the invseiit seheme but with no eJTeot. Even the modest proposals embodied 
ia the joint mumorandom of Uie Dritish ludian Delegates comprising of members of 
all communities and parties met vrith no lespouse. The proposed Federation is iiidcfd 
a novel one as it is to bo a Fcdciatioa of Britiak^ kidiaa J Vuvin- us 
with iNirliameutary govirnmeut and autocratio iodiaa States.. Bat this, owing lo 
cHisiiir' oil eumstauces, cannot be avoided. To wait till the adminiatratious of Ju lian 
{States are hnniglit into lino with that of British Indian Pruvinoos will moan in lelinii i 
wuitiii*' »•»“ * tndia. The briiit'-ni r fo.'iulier of tliq' States aud Dr«ti:,li ln>lia 

will* Itself mie;h ucceleraio the piocc.^s of introduction of rbpreseutativc t*eveiuuit'ut 
in the tiuitcs. 
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Long drawn negoti^itions are goin? on with the Stitee abont the torm^ on which 
they are to come into the Federarioa. itiitiHh Iniia hopjs thit mire and' more 
concessions would not be in ide for the purpose, it is unfair to British Indian 
people that they are not kept luLor nol of the progress an I various pluses of theae 
negotiations so that G>veruineut may have before them tho Uriiish indmu view in 
the matter. 

The* most vital defect in the Fe leral Goustitution is that it has uo elements of 
growth within itself. There is no provision about transferring the subjects at prtMcnt 
reserved and tho trtne, manner and conditions in which sujh transfer can be made. 
There is even no proviaion f-u' un iertalcing a revision of the situation aftor n fixed 
period as was the case in the Act of 1919. The Chief Justice of luiiia, speaking at the 
inanguration of the Fuderal Court, spoke ef the Federal Constitution as a'^liviug nod 
breathing orgauism which ooritaius within itself, as all life must, tbo seeds of future 
growth and development*’ and that the cannons of interpretation which bhe Federal 
Court may adopt will not ^'Inunper the (roe evolution of oonstitutionnl usages nod 
oonventioiis in which the politiuul genius of a people can find its moat fruitful and 
effective expresaion.** It is foi gotten that a Federal Cjnstilutiou is of neoessitj 
the creation of Sratule and unlo.ss the statute is amended the nature of the Oovern- 
ment cannot he altered. The vital element of growth and dnir^kiieimeut from within 
has very limited suojKe in a Fedeial Constitution. 

It is true no Gonstitutiuii can be kept in a straight jacket. In its (anotioning 
it must bring into existence uertain practices but thev can hardly touch the funda- 
mentals. In the case of India, apart fiuin the rignlity of a Federal Cjustitudott, 
there is a further compUoalton aidsiog from embodying in one structure two different 
kinds of units. No atneudmetU is possible except by the will of Farliament and 
rarliament have pledged thornsolve.s in the statute tliat no amendment in the fnndn- 
mental structure shall be made without the consent of the Htates. The Pedeml 
Constitution derives its power not from within (the Indian people) but from outside 
(the Parliament). The seeds of growth towards full responsibility aro absent. There 
is also not much room for growth of constitutional conventions. In the Dominions, 
responsible government was established through the gtowth of oonventioiis, facilities 
by the alteration from tiini to tune of the fast ru meat of Instruotion which remaiae- 
a Prerogative l>ocumerit. Ihe ropreseiii4tive.s of the Crowu in tho Domiiiioua oamd 
gradually to occupy the position of purely constitutional heals by direotiona given 
to them through iustructious without the intervention of Partiaineiit. As regnrdn 
Indio, lostrumouts of iustruotiou have to obtain Pariiameiitary sanction and na 
alteration therein can be made without the approval of Parliament. Statutory proo 
visions regarding reserved departments, non-votable nature of considerable part of 
the bmiget powers of the Goveruor-Geiioral to act lu his disuretiou or individual 
judgment must prevent in a targe mea.-iure the growth of oonveutious. Growth of 
some conventions is iuevttabie, but thoir power to acliievo responsible gjvornment is 
much more restricted as compared with the pisitiou in the Dominions. However 
much, the Federal Court, as observed by the Chief Justice, may strive to interpret 
and declare the law so as to give free play Within the limits of the law to thoas 
Mlitical forces auiT carreiits whiuh alone cun givu vitality to a constitution, the 
Federal Court caimot alter the nature of tUu struotnre and the iiaturo and extent of 
the distiibution of growers under the statute. 

All these sbortuomings of Hie Feduial Constitution aro staring us m the taoe, 
but the vital saa practical question is w^hat should the various politioal parties in 
the country do when the Feduiaition will come into operation as it must in a shoet 
time. £ venture to thmk that it would aot be a wise step to try to boycott it. The 
only sensible way is for ail progres.sive groups t> align themselves together and 
extract the best out of it for tJib benefit of the country and at the same tinae 
incessantly work for its being replaced by a more geuuiueiy responsible democratio 
Federal Government. 

In order, however, to achieve the above object, the most immeuiate and impor- 
tant question is tho attuiument of uuity between the various communiiieo in this 
oouBtryf particularly tlie Hiudu and Moelom ooininunities. But unfortunately, the 
differences aro increasing instead of diminish iug. It was at Lucknow in ]91o that 
a complete understanding and agreement was arrived at between the Co^reaa sad 
the Muslim League. It is an irony of fate that it was at Lneknow again in 1937 
that a complete breach took place between those two bodies and tho lloalim •League 
has deoJared open > war ^against the Congress, 1 was surprised to see it reported 
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that, my frifimd Mr. Jinnah lias said that the llindus want to do away with separate 
cdectoruies iu order to crush the Moslems. All th.i m?my year.s tliat 1 Jiave known 
Mr. .linnah as a porsoiial friend and a political leader of lar^^e vision and deep patrio- 
tism. he has always boon in favour of joint electorates and 1 am unable to under- 
stand this sudden change in his views oti the matter. In fact, in provinces where 
Moslems are in a perpetual minority in tho legislatures, joint electorates are really 
a genuine protection to them, for the ilindu candidates for the loirislatiires will 
have to seek the suffrages of tho Moslem voters and they could not afford to ignore 
their wishes and demands. Jlindus, Moslems and all otlior communities aro subject 
to the same laws, same taxation, samo abilities and disabilities. All that the mino- 
rities .shotdd bo a.ssut'cd of is full freedom for their religion, culture, language and 
ample facilities for their education and uplift and that they should uot be suhjocted 
to any discrimination or disability on tho ground of religion. I am afraid tlie Con- 
gress Las given great provocation by trying to ignore tho Muslim I/viguo and 

tb ‘go over the heads of the Moslem loaders to tho .Moslem masses. Such 
an attempt can only lead to further disruption among the Moslems and render 
more dilTicult an hotionrablo understand mg between tlio two commanitie.s. 

In proyinces where tho Coogress are in a majority in tho legislatures 

they have not given a fair deal to the Moslems iu choosing tho Moslem 
members of the Cabinet. The very essence and test of inclusion of a Moslem 
member in tlie Cabinet as ropresontativo ot that corttmunity is that such person 

should oommaud tho confidence of the majority of the Moslem members in the 
legislature. 'It is not carrying out tho spirit of tho provision for representation pi 
miQotitios in the Cabinet to take a moslem member who is ready on the eve of the 
formation of tho Cabinet and with tlie prospi'ct of being inoluded in it. to sign ihe 
r4>ngress creed althoogh ho may not .possess tho coiifidOQoo of tho majority of the 
Moslem mbmbera of the legislatare. it should bo oonsulered enough if the most 
suitablo person commanding the coufidence of his Moslem oolioagucs in the legislature, 
M prepared* with the oonourecnco of his associates to agree to tho programme of 
the Congress Cabinet. If the majority of the Moslem legislators do not agree to 
his adopting the Oabiuot’s programme, tlion oertainly the Prime Minister is at liberty 
to choose any Moslem he likes. 

It is a onrious pheaomeiioa tliat it isitn pi’ovinoos with non-Oongress mlnisb'ios 
that active* attempts are being made to aonievo national solidarity by romoviug 
the oommuoal virus. It is in the Punjab that the mmistry initiated tho Gommuniu 
Peaco Conference. It is in Sind that Moslems and Eindus fraternised and folicitatod 
each other on the Diwali and fiamzau Id. It is m tho Punjab again that a move 
is afoot to orauise a non-communal National feafiyal aud the '(•luyernmeut are leading 
their support to celebrate tho first day of Vasaut .as a day of national rejoicing in 
wbtoh ilJudas, Moslems aud Sikhs are to particifiatc. 

instead of long-range shots at each otlier the Congress loaders and Moslem leaders 
sthanld sit together and hammer ont an agioed solution. 

It is astounding iiow on the evo of the advent of Federation the Government of 
India are still floutiug public opinion. The irresixinsible manuer in which the Gov- 
arnment of India set m matters affecting the vital interests of India and the studied 
disnowd the^ show to Indian opinion is illnstroted by their action with regard to 
the indo-Bivtish Trade Negotiation aud the International Sugar Conforenco. i^will 
taka the isittm* first. Ever since the proposal for International Sugar Conference was 
tallAl about in Fubiuary-March of this year, the Indian Sugar Milts Association 
told the Oovdtnment of India that tho Association should bu consulted about tho 
selecttoo of Indian representative to the Conference. But without any consultation 
eitfier with the Association, the legislature or tlio publio the Governmont of India 
nominated a retwosoatative to the Coofereooe and it was later announced tliat India 
had agreed at the Qmfeience to prohibit export of Indian Sugar to other emntnes 
except Burma. That the Governmeot of louia should have pet nutted 'itself to treat 
an important national industry like sugar so cavalierly is incompreheniible. Tlw 
Central Legislative Assembly not only refused to ratify this agreement but adopted 
an amendment asking Oovarnmeat to ad^t all possible mettures for stimalating ex'* 
port tinde in sugar. It was pleaded by Government that if India did not sabsonbe 
to thia weement the markets of the world would bo thrown into ooafusion. OtnaSa 
has not joined this Agreement and yet no disaster has overtaken the world markets. 

Take the queation of the Indo-Britlsh Trade Agreement The Ottawa AgreesMat 
waa dohoniK^ * by the • Oentral Assembly in April 1936 and* evmf ainoe 
then a new Agreement between India and Eo^and is niider negstiaiion. 
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In this lon^t interim period the terms of Ottawa Agreement are atill ^ being 
followed. At Ottawa the negotiations were conclude 1 in about four weeks 
while in this c^o more than a .yegr has elapsed and the public are not told 
what is going on behind tho sgenes. In the moantimo various extraneous develop- 
ments ar^ weakeuing tho bargainiag pawer of India and increasing that of Britain. 
The tvend of* international tirade, projected Anglo-American trade treaty^ the domestio 
l^sition of England and America and similar factors have teodonoies in that direc- 
tion. •It is; essential, therefore, in the interest of India that there phouM be nq 
further idelay iu bringing the negotiations to a very early termination. 

The Liberal Party has always been willing to co-operate with 'tho Congress or any 
oth^* group or party so long as the particular objective in view is one ?^ioh i^ onh- 
sistent with thoir principles and which ommends itself to ttiem as biing id tho best 
interests of the country. It is the Gougress who spurns the Oo-o|iei*atioa of anV 
other party. But there' are fuiilamontal differences between tho p iiqls of view of 
tho Liboral Party and tho Congress. True, for tlio moment tho Oougross hmipm 
jured Civil Disobedience and dirootion ani are working tho Oonstitiition in the Prp- 
vincoa with sense of responsibility after all thoir tall talk of wrecking it *Bat, it 
was only the other day that a prominent Congress loader deutared that it the federa- 
tion was forced upon the country they would resort to mass Civil Disobedience and 
direct action to stop it. Tho Socialist element in the Congress m iy at aniLtime gtia 
ascendancy. At tho last A. I. 0. C. meeting tho Socialist motion for direot aotion 
secured as many as 63 votes against 92. 


gof^ned by a foreign country thousands of miles awav. But in tbo present state ol 
India's defence can it afford to go out of the British^ Cimmonwealth of ^tions . If 
India were to-day to lose the protection of tho British Nsval and Air Fhrose^M 
would imraodiatefy fall a jnrey to snmo Imporialistio Nation of the wiwt er tha^s^ 
Our immediate goal, therefore, of Dimthion Status under tho Statute or'^oswiM^r 
is more sensible and prautioai. Ifahatma Qaodlii himself said in hid letter to Mr,. 

Polsk that he would be satisfied with such Dominion Status and he ow eiW no ei 

the Round Table Conferenoe in 19 U. A Oengress Minister the otiwf <tef ^ 
he yrauted for India a first class Citizonshrp in a first class Commoowieait^ wAt ||l 
etiaetiy what the Liberal Party demands and yet wo are maligued beoaaae we do. not 
deffland oompiete indopendeoco. ^ ^ % u- 

ilihatma Gandhi said the other day that “If in spite of AM&it eperi ly 
Ooogressraen forces of disorder cannot bo brought under oontroiww^oiit tna.-usw' 
teace of tho police aud tiie military, in my opnion aoceptanoe by the Oongtem ox xne 
burden of office loses all force and fnoMxing and sooner the ministries m wilhdtnjwn, 
tho better.” Can any practieai administration of any oenntry be earned on on tnoae 
principles ? When are you going to attain the Ut ipia when every 
try would be such a votary of the cult of non-violence that the Govormnen* wifl 

not have to o se the Police and Milite**y for oombatiog the violence of tnnKHent 

*^OM^party has always grasped realities and worked for what we ofihoei^jpjM 
in the interests of the people iri-ospective of popular applause or d^pfavonr. We n^^ 
no| to bo discouraged bv tho fact that our party cannot cimm <bo large nnm^rt in 
our fold as some other party is able to do. But there are ^ho^wnds .“pon thoosM* 



iome S'=;in parliam^^^^^^^^^^^^ have therohv pmd 

principles. Wc should pursue atealfastiy our 

our motherland, co-operating with all who are engaged aocordiog to their lighte iiu 
the pur^t’ 

Second Day— Cakntta— 31st. Deeamber 1987 

Pracaediiigs & .llMolalioiis 

Go9DOLI5CI 

•• When the 'Federation resumed Its sitting this morning, the foUcwing 
moTod from the Chair, was adopted : 
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"(a) The Kalieeal liberal Federatioo of India Pj**? ‘'if ««P J?“f 

of the loss sustained bv the country in the dwth of Sir 

great achieremest in the field of science won for h« world-w; de^recy ni^ton and 
ivhose devoted work was a beacon light to nis oonntrymen to proceed onward m 

on record its sense of the west Iws the Par^ and 
the Gantry have sustained by the 
Mr. Oouri Bhankai Prasad (benares), and the Rev. 

Federation conveys the syiupathr of its members to the w ftia 

*(o) The Federation records ltd sense of 'loss 
early death of Sir. Sorabji Pochkhanwala of the Central Bank of India, a great 
financial expert, who rendered vatoable service in furtherance of Indian banking 
enterprise. 

Risoltttiok on Reforms 

Hr. V, 8. 8riaitata Sastri moved the following resolution next : 

•(a) The. Federation reiterates its considered opinion that 
embodied in the Government of India Act of 1935 ,. is extremely unsafisf^^^^^ 
and altogether unacceptable. It is not merely utterly iiiadoqftate but is retrograde 
in many respects and includes features obnoxious to Indian . x 

‘‘(h) None the less the Federation repeats tliat it has to be 
advantage of the people, for the amelioration of their social and economic 
oonditioos, and for accelerating the pace of Dominion Status. 

♦(c) The Federation views with satisfaction that Cabinets 
popularly-elected representatives of the pejple have tnken 
in the varions Provinces, including those in which 

a majority in the liCgigUtare, and hopes that those inS 

Constitution* as to secure the confidence of all classes, creeds and 

ipeoially minorities^ bo as to facilitate the early removal of the 

and the Sphcial Responsibilities of the Governors and other 

in the pr^nt -.Gowrnment of India Act, thereby loading to full and complete 

transfer of power to the people’s representatives in the Irovinees. 

“(d)* The Federation urges that no concession should be 
In the course of the negotiations now being carried on w^h tliena with o 

(he establishment of tlio Federation which are calculated to increase still more 

the powers of the Princes st the expense of the Federal (jovormnent. 

.Moving the resolution, Mr. Sastri pointed out that he had the 

movinil tha main resolution on the subject at three successive 
Federation. In the first place he was glad to find that the 
Dominion Status in prominence. He made a commentary on the . 

this connection referred to an episode in the historv of the 
to which sufficient attention had not been paid. Mr. bastn rcrxi^mded them tn 
one of the chief groimds upon which they corajdained a^amst ?he action of 
Parliament was the omission of all references to dominion Status m the pap t 
that preceded the Bill aad also in the Bill. They attached the greatest 
impot^noe to the promised status which marked a chief distinction hotween them 
ana iDe Indian Nati^al Congress and now, curiously enough, the , 

their Mahomedan Tellow citizens. They went so far as to accuse the Britisii 
people of something like a breach of faith, with tlie result that they , 

necessary cpnciliate them in a certain fashion and tho expeilience J 
was rather strange. They proposed the reneal of the whole of the 1919 India 
Aot retaining, however, the preamble ; for the preamble, .l® 

tbea'progressive stages of responsible government, and with the sanction pi tn 
Labonr Qo^rnment'.at the time was made the declaration wherein Lord 
commented upon this preamble and incorporated it to mean Dominion Status m 
the end of the process of development, so that there was the text and commentary, 
tho oommenttry being more valuable to them tW the text itself. 

Dominion Status add its meaning were not aooeptable to the Tory Government 

at thd time. They resolved, therefore, to meet their J'shes m their 

They said ; “We will give these people the preamble. We 

Aot but retain the preamble.” At that •time lawyers both in England nod India 

were found to maintain that the preamble without the Act had m ®*8“^^“®® 

whatever. The* Crown lawyers decided to keep the preamble. That preamble, 

said Mr. Bostrf, referred only to Brttish India-^progresaive self-govornment in 
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British India.*’ The commentary, therefore, referred only to British India— 
Dominion Status for British lndi|L 

This episode, said Mr. Sastn, todk plaoa while they were passiog the Bill through 
Parliament That bill contained fall provisions for the attainment of a Federation of 
India. So this preamble ^referred to Bi'itish Iiidia alone at a time when they were 
planning a Federation between British and Indian India. That praainble must be 
made applicable under the ne>f conditions when a Federation had .been ensoM and 
yet the people of India wefs told they must be satisfied with the retention of the 
preamble. The commentary gone, nothing was said nboitt Dominion Statos or aelf- 
govsromcnt. What the preamble was going to do to them they did not know. Thia 
Act enacted a Federation. The question ba-1 been asked whether tho ideal of Dominion 
Status still held and if there was somo reason to fear things were not as secure in 
that respect as they were sometime ago, specially in Federal India when the prinoee 
came iu. They bad stipulated that their connectibu with the Crown and dependenoe 
on the Crown and protection by the British forces of the Crown in India must ill 
be maintained intact, time limit leing fixed, flow could India, whether Fbderal or 
British, have Dominion Status so long as the great part of the country remained in- 
tegrally connected with Britain, dependent on the Crown for its. privileges, for ^e 
maintenance of all those privileges and for its proteetiou as well. The question hid 
also been raised whether Dominiou Status could still bo spoken of as a probability or 
even as a possibility in connection with thoir future progress. Mr, Sastri said ho 
was not so very diffilcnt as to answer that question in the negative. He still thonght. 
they were entitled to hold DominiOQ Status as the goal of this Coostitution. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Sastri added, they had got to consider what the position of tho 
princes really was. They firstly agreed to the ideal of Dominion Status. '.If they 
rohd the first speech of the princes at the Round Table Conference,' . they found they 
all expressed adherence to this ideal —acceptauce of Dominiou Status as the goal of 
the ledeiatod India. Gradually they remained occult and receded from* the position 
and for years. Mr. Sastri said that they had not been hearing froip them any hope 
as to Dominion Status and the view about Domiuioa Status had praaticaliy* been kiUed 
by the indifference of the princes of India. 

Mr. Sastri referred to the occasion of the Jubilee in tlio presence of His Majesty's 
representative,— the Viceroy of India. — when the Maharaja of B kaner, who ptaved 
most prominent part in the Bound Table Conference in tho first two years, emphatio- 
ally declared he still held to the ideal of Dominion Status for India. Mr. Sastri 
thought he might take it as tvpical of the attitud*^ of the princes and reassured them 
it was the statos of a Dominion which might be kept by them as tlieir final obieotive 
in regulating their progress. They however dotiuitely and consistently held that 
defective and in many parts obstructive as any part of the Act might be, so long as 
they worked patriotically aud with the interests of luJia steadily iu front of them 
they were bound to inciease in strength and in solidarity and in the end that should 
bo the preparatton for Dominion Status. 

Gbntinuing, Mr. Sastri said the people's progress could not he prevented by the 
provisions of the Act. Their strength would enable them to start a movement aimed 
at obtaining Dominion Status and when that strength was considered sufficient, 
neither this Act nor any Act of this nature could really hinder their own march 
towards progress. In this faith, Mr. Sastri refenvd to the Ktatemeut of General 
Mutts of Sonth Africa while speaking to his countrymen when they were consider- 
ing an Act there to enact the provision of Westminster. It sjcmcd to him there 
was mnoh reasoning in that statement. 

It was not, be said, in the provisions of this constitution that liiey plar^od their 
faith but it was rather in the strength they should Rc<iui i u by the oporations of this 
constitution.* Referring to Clause (d) of the resolution regarding the negotiations 
thqt were being carriei on with the princes. Mr. Sastri sail] they mid.'rntjod that 
at this last stage the princes were still making snni difficult or otli jr and the 
Oovernmant of India were eni^aged in a very difficult task in persui liiig tliom. He 
hoped the Government of India wonll success], but wliati;v«;r critics might say* tiiuy 
And the speakor and the lodian Lib-^ral Federation weiv d diiiircly of opinion th it 
the eoaotment of the Federation of U itish fid Indi in In lu wui u d'&Miict aivaii' c 
towards the attainment of Dominion Status. What tlm piinc-^s were asking they did 
not know. The minoos had alrcidy iiai so much con :nJ> >l to thorn tliat some of 
them were alrealy afraid that tho Federation when it came about, would be no 
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biodinfr force Between tlio two Tndift.s. He was afraid the princes* win a sm ill 
percentage of their demand and the Fed-'ration, wcik as it was, when it actnallv 
took shape mi"ht hij slill woakiT. N'*vorth*'loss, Mr. Siwtri said tli.'v \vi* n ia f.n 
the Fodoration deliberately and with tiioir eyes open. They said the Federation whs 
a distinct step in advance towards tho consolidation of their country and lie was orrr 
of those who hoiied, whatovor tlio priucos and their attiMe mi^rht ho to-dav. ir 
would chan;^e quickly for tho hotter under the‘ stiinnlqs of their iuBnenite. Thoiiei* 
their representatives in the Fedora! [/‘gisfatore migbr Jjo only nominated for ti,.' 
first few yeais, lio hoped in course of time they would be elated men and 
tho process of eleetion reached its comidetton thoir (the Stafro’) lepresunt itivi ^ 
would take their politics from them (Dritibh Indians) and woald ally <?) thetns«>iv>^. 

with them ill the stiugglo for Domioion Status and that they should rot fin ) ti.,' 

Iiriiices snuh a hniiJirap on India's progrrss as at present they wore son:* tim s 
ifioliued to think. . Tlioy trusted to tho forces of timOv tbey trusted to ilt<> 
silent inlhienee of their own people, tho prinoes and tbcir rep'resentaliv' s, 
and tli-*y trusted further that as tho strong band of (Sreat niitaui was 
withdrawn wliolly from direct contact of the forces of this country, they would 
more steadily advnnoe to the status of a Dominion and they tnistod that as tliis 
process went on the identity between British India and Indinii India would dedaro 
itself fully and completely and they would re-fard the princes as their allies and not 
opponents in the attainment of their goat. 

Proceeding, Mr. Rastri said they were expressing a wish that tJie Cnnun ss 
(•ovornments ostahlislicd in seven provinces and other Goveinmi nts wliii h wito 
not ('ongress would- still le turning the Act to their benefit. They e\pies‘fd 
lh»» hopo that those (lovenimeiits would have their ovcfi fixed stcalily 

forward and would strive to get rid of tho safeguards, plentifully providp‘1 in the 
Act. Ifo was sorry to think the rclaiions between Hindus and Moslems had. 
in i'(>eont days, been as.siimi(ig a worse form. They now found the ^Ir..siini 

f^eagiiu riinning full tilt at the Ifindn Maha Sabha and at tho Indian National 
Congress and openly avoaving sentiments of hostility towards theso boriics Tin' 
so-called Communal Award emanated from the lato Prime Minister. Mr. Ramsay 
Maedonald. -but be believed it was really the product of tho India (Ifiico. It h id 
eaust'd most acute distress in several provinces hut they all hoped tho Proviu' ial 
noverniueiits would be so operated that even tie* ilifTerent roltgious groups amojig 
the people* w'ouW slowly iinderstaml the idciiiify of their interest and in com.so 
of timo drop thoir separated distance" and helfi tewaids the attainment of t.iilioi.al 
solidarity so that Provincial Autonomy, ]iow«‘v« r much it might disfigni** llu* 
stntiito book, might, in nrtiia! fo’actice, be a h'-ftor thing by reason of riie 
safeguards and reserve ])ow’i»is. H** hoped the Oovornmints would at 

least use all tlieir endeavours in the direction of imirying the ptM»plo and .setting 
their gaze steadily towards the practical riqjoai ^ of these disrn?uring 
safeguards. Referring to the work of t’ongress Governments in the last few mouths 
Mr. Rastri thought they h.'id done well and in their endeavours to cany 
out their election promises they were entitled to co-operation and support. lie 
was a member of the Madras Degislaturo and in that capacity he was a 
dtscriminatiog supporter of Congress |Kdi«*y and motbodif. 

Seconding Mr. Bilatri's n^olution, Sir Cv^rafijm Jehamg&r {fiombay) reforro 1 to tin 
.spread of tho Commnnistic •ideas in India and said this was a meiiaco against which 
»‘v«*iyh .dy including (he Congress Oovernmenb? must be on their guard. Peis-iually. 
lie r»e!iev*ed that in an ancient country like India, with it.s age long cultuTo and tradi- 
tions. such ideas would (not) really capture tho imagination of the people, l»ut at tli * 
time be feared the spivad of snch ideas would retard India’s progn ss low;;r.is 
Dominion Status and create more strife io tho country than there was to day. It 
would also give trouble to the Congress Government and might biing disaster to tli**m. 

Sir Cowasji went on to say that, sooner or later, owing to the growing power of 
tin* I/‘ft Wing, there was lionnd to be a split in Congress ranks and when siuh a 
sitiiaticiii arose, he felt confident the Right Wing of the Congress would af iypt f«‘i 
their guidance Ihe'principle.s which the LilH>ral Party advocated. He .said, in eon- 
chision. that tho name Mberal wight dot live Init the principles which IJh ralisni 
proh^ssod would live for long. He hoped the vast majority of Indians would acc**pt 
tli«>se prin«Mid«*s wh'*roin the country’s safety lay. 

The i>*‘-i!iition was sii|U)Of te<] by Mr. J, AT. Hosn (Bengal). Ho said while agita- 
tion was tlinNie l to L*uin for India complete Ri»epou-:il*lc HoTcmment, they were di-- 
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with the. Oovernnfeiit of fodia Aet .joBsmaoh ha .Dominion Stains conld 
nowhere be fonna in itt Tlm^pObi^le- *of tbta nonutry %ouM not • bo satisfied nnlesa 
full responsibility was conferretl. 

• • The resolution was further sifl>i)ortod by ramiit P. N, Sapru (H P.)« Mr. A, S» AT. 
JSutihy (Orissa) and carried. 

Reforms in States 

As regards reform of tho Indian States, Iho Federation passed a resolution re- 
affirming its completo sympathy with the natural ninl perfectly legitimate aspirations 
of tho fteople of the Indian States for civic .•in<l ))olitiraI lil»erties and deeply regret- 
ted that no provision was made in tho new (iovornment of India Act for the election 
of lepresentatives of bt.ato'f in tlio comiio' Feib'rai I/\uislatiirc or for tho reoognitioo 
of the people's fundamental rights of citizenship. The Federation, however, hopes 
tie* rulers of Indian Slates would allow their roprosenlatives to Iho Federal Legisla- 
ture to be leturned by cln-tion. It sirciiigly urped oi:ce a aiii that iiilers of the 
Slates should, without furtht'i- delay, roneedo to Ilnur subjects tho rights of seourity 
of persons, property, liberty of speech ainl press, freedom of as.sociation and an 
independent judiciary as well as represeutativo government, iis u prelude to rosponsiblf* 
goveiiimeiit. 

The above rosolutiou w-is moved by Rai Ralwvlnr Paudit Sukhdao Dehari Btisra 
(U. 1*.), and seeondod by Mr. M. D, Shahanc (0. 1\) 

lNUl\NISATIO>t OF ArMY 

On tbo motion of Mr. A/. D. AHckar (Ilombuy), secouib'tl by Mr. H. B. Iloy, 
(Bengal), the Federation eomlemned tho umesponKivencss of the Oovernment to the 
r(‘l>eaied (ictnand ftir nationalisation of tho atiny in India by rapid incroase in the { 
facilities for training Indians as oflicors, and urged that recruit inent to the army be 
thrown opiui to all province's and all corarauiiities and wider oKpansioii of the Uuiver- 
sity Tiaining C3rops, It stroii'ily objected to tho uon-iuclusiou of Indians In the 
Au.\iiiary Fokui ntid urged tliut steps should bo taken in accordauco with tho recom- 
mendations of the Shea Oommittuu to bring about iutruductiou of military drill and 
e.slab]ishmont of Cadet CiOjis in schools. 

I.vDiAXS Overseas 

On the motion of Pundit //. AT. Knnzru (Allahabad), seconded by Mr. S, P. Basil 
((^alcutta), the Federation supported the Indians in Zanzibar in their stand for the 
vindication of tbeir rights and calbHl upon the pooploSand tho tioverument of India to 
put an embargo on Zanzibar cloves, cundernne-l the refusal of tlio Ceylon (Jovora- 
inent to grant franeldse excepting to a very small mini her of Indians in rural areas 
under tho Coyloii Villag-' Ordimneo, urged tho (Joveniinent of India to take stops to 
safeguard ti n interests of Indians overs*?as, appro dale I Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri*8 
report on Indian labour in Malaya and considered micessary that Agunts of tho Oov- 
uriimeut of lujia sliouM ho appointed in East Africi, Fiji, British Uuiuna, Trinidad 
and Burma. 

Moving tho resolution on Indians ovor.seas. Pandit II. N. Kunxru (Allahabad), 
said repeated representations of tho Govonirnent of India to the Ceylon Bovornment 
on tlio subject went iinliceded. Tim action t.aken by the Buvernmunt of India was to 
prohibit omigration of lubourer.s to Ceylon pending the nunoval of discritni nation in 
legislation. When tho Jackson Report was puhlished, advantage might bo taken of 
it to airivo at a settlement of tho outstanding questions which would do away with 
the need for taking retaliatory action a-^ainst Ceylon. 

Speaking on the question of promoting the iiirerest of Indians in Fiji, ho said tho 
recommiMidations of tho Labour Dispute Commission regurdi ng wage labourers, if 
accepted, would go a long way iu in proving the conditions of Indian labour. In re- 
gard to Indians in Zamiudar, the sjieaker was sure if tho Ooverament of India bad 
repivsentatives in East Africa, tho situation in Zau'/iber would not have deteiioiated. 

The resolution ivas carried. 

The Federation passed a resolution urging tho Provincial Governments and the 
prople to mako organised attempts to discourse the use of intoxicating and injurious 
drinks and dLrugs. 

IxDiAN Mkoxcal Service 

Tho Federation, by another rosolutioo, condemnod tho present 'policy of tbo Gov« 
enuMut as. regards aid Indian Medical Idervioe and cousidoruU that the only proper 
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solution to till) question was tin or^insatiou of tho In li in M ^ li<nl Service as au 
eaclusiveiy military scrvii-j ivliioh Khould wjt ho usod ia civil adtsinistration, the 
oonstitution from tho ranks of firiv.itd ni!*lio;ii |)ractirioaors of a reserve of medical 
men for employment in tinn's of military emorgenoy, the recruitment to the military 
service thus constituted hein" by open competition in India alone, mi plannir of the 
civil medical services iu the {troviucial Goveruments both as regards .recruitment 
and employment 

Other Resolution’s. 

On the proposal of the (Minir, seconded by Mr. ViBhnmnth (IT. P.), the Federation 
passed a resolution expressing r<*grid. and surprise at the conllictiog statements by 
Congress Ministers on the long ovorduo separation of judicial from executive functions 
and urged that this reform should he carried into effect without delay in every 
proviuoc. 

Wardha Scheme CiimcrsED 

Pending the examination of details of the scheme propounded at the Wardha 
Bdnoationai Conference, the Federation viewed witli alarm the decisions reached by 
ihe Cooferonco and particularly considered the proposal to mako elemeotary education 
practically self-supporting, to bo entirely unpractical and calculated to snbordiaate 
the acquisition of culture to (.‘onsiderations of earning by children hy their craft 
and if, t>6r8isted in, the Federation believed it would put back the progress of the 
country. The Federation strongly disipproved of tho proposal to change 
universities into merely examining bodies and opined tho progress of India was 
bound up with tho development of universities as effective agencies of JiigUer educa- 
tion and research. 

* Moving the resolution Dr. Pnravjpyc said they could not but look on the scheme 
of education propounded at the Wanlha Conference with alarm. The framers of the 
schemB wanted to lum upsM* down the whole system of educiitiou in their own way, 
He recalled how during tlie Xr»n-co operation days, a national system of education 
was introduced but a powerful microsjopo was requiroi to find the remains of 
experiments to-day. They all agreed that education did not spread rauidly as it 
should. Thcro might be ‘many improvements noedtul. At the same time they agreed 
that the path of reform was not to be made by tho entire reconstruction of their 
educational structure. To make little children from six to fourteen pay for their 
education by means of manual work was too fantastic. Tho resolution was seconded 
by Mr. J/. Daltekar, 

Tho Federation expressed satisfaction at the release of a largo number of detenus 
in the diffcj’ent provinces and complimented tho Governments of the provinces con- 
cerned for acceding to the pc' 0 [de's demand 'and Mahatma Gandhi for tlie powerful 
support he gave to that demand and urged upon the Governments concerned to 
release early all those wlm were still under detention witlioiit trial. The Federation 
further complimented tlie India G A’iirnment ftir repatriating a large number of 
prisoners from the Andamans and urged the Goverumeut to abandon tho Andamans 
as a penal settlement. 

Another resolution ran as follows : Tho Federation convinced as it is that the 
best interests of India will he proiintel by consriturional system of Government is 
strongly opposed to Coromanistic as well as totalitarian ideas as being detrimental to 
the well being and advancement of tho people. 

'^The Federation exhoirted both tho p 'opio and the Governments to put forth every 
*^endeav0BC to eradicate the evil of uiUoutdiability from the social and religious systems 
of the country, at the earliest possible moment. 

The Presiaeut, in his concluding speech, recalled that he learnt his political 
lessons at the feet of Sir Surewlranath Banerjea and other leaders of hallowed 
memory. They of the Federation were the real inheritors of the National Congress. 
They were carrying out the real spirit in which tho Congress was founded, lu 
their time in the Congress there were no parties and all worked togetlior. Toat 
spirit of catholicity pervaded dlie activities of the Federation. ^^Oirry the banner 
01 Liberalism m the manaer wo huvo done,” he coucluded, *^howeyer discouragiog the 
oircumstauces may be.*' 



The All India Christian Conference 


The WelcoeM Address 


The All-Xodia Oonfereooe of Indian iChristians met on the 27lh. Deeemhnr ltS7 
at 8t PsoTe Oolleae, Galoatta, Ksnwarani L'ldy Uakartij 8ingk preaided.* DetealeB 
from diflneat paru of India, inolnding a number of ladies, attended the CtonfereiM 

Important resolniions regarding problems affecting the Indian Christian Oosuanaltj. 
snch as. adnft eduoatloii, total prraihition etc. wore adopted. 

At the omtaet Dr. B, P, BivaU. the retiring president, said that thej were at the 
cross ro^ now. If thej wisely planned their commnnity's future and enlisted the 
sympathies of the masses, they should be able to render service to their Ifinter and 
their motherland. It was only by serving India that they should serve the best in- 
terests of their community. 

Mr. S, C, Bukherje^^ Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcoming the dele- 

e tes said^'We are passing now through a momentous period. The year 1937 will 
I regarded as a landmark in the history of India. After half a century of national 
struggle and political effort, a great change has com) over the constitutional history 
of India. The pendulum is moving slowly but steadily from a bureaicratic form of 
ODVoromont to Responsible Ooveriimcat. It must be conceded that, notwithstanding 
ila many vital defects and shortcomings, the Government of India Act, 19^ marks 
the beginning of a new era in the constitutional history of the country. 

We, Indian Christians, are a minority Community. Our views on politloa are 
free from a narrow communal bias. We have demonstrated to the whole of India 
that politically we regard ourselves as Indians first, as citizens of the Bmplre, and 
we do not base our claims on communal grounds. 

We are deadly against the provisiou of special electorates. We liave fought 
against it tooth and nail but, in spite of all our opposition it has been foroed down 
our throat by the British Parliament, entirely against our will. As a oommnnity, 
we have registered our whole-hearted protest against it. We stand for iolnt 
electorates with reservation of seats. We are at one with the Congress In their 
fight against special electorates. We consider that Mr. Jionah is rendering a 
lasting disservice to India in fighting for special electorates. 

We, as a community, favour the conception of Swaraj as our mal, wound which 
all our hopes, dreams and ideals are centred. We aro one With Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru in deprecating the association of religioits fanaticism with the political 
p^rogramme of the country. Every citizen of the Emuire, be the Hindu, Mnssalman, 
Christian. Buddhist or Jain, should feol that he lias a part to play in, and a 
contribution to make to, the upbuilding of a great nation. The future of this 
eonatry depends on the vitality of this -impulse and on the sincerity with which 
we answer this call to national service. 

The Communal 'Award is the blactist spot in the GevernmoDt of India Aot,^ 
1935. It is unworthy of the Biiiwh Parliament to have made provision fur aaoli 
an Award In the Constitution, thus throwing an apple of -diaoord betweea IJe 
two major communities of India. In its present form this Award is wholly 
nnaooeptable and should be dismissed as an anachronism. 

The Congress programme, now being closely folfcwed by^ the non-Oongrest 
Provinoee as well, has not only our approval but also our admiration. Two items, 
in particular, in their programme — the grant of relief to the poor tiHera of the 
soil and the introduction of partial prohibition— have captured the im^ina^n of 
the masses and won the approval of all right-thinking men in India. In the 
matter of prohibition, every Ministry — (>>ogre.ss or non-Ooograes-^»n reomyo the 
wholo-hearM support of the entire Indian Cliristian community. The ^ problem of 
the resultant loss of revenue must be solved by drutio eoonomios in the 
administration and by the introduction of increased tazation of the richer section 

The^ae%on°of the release of the deUnas and the repatriation of tha Andaman* 
prisoners has recently been a source of deep concern all over the ojmntry# in 
this connection Sir John Anderson has earn^ the lasting ff^Mitude of ™ J^^try 
by his statesmanlike approach to the problem. Then, tuo mighty inflneiioa of 
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Mahatma Gandhi — that grcit wizard of the East — who camo to Dongal and 
wielded his magic wand and lo ! a great miracle was wrought. We only hope 
and pray that if the remaining prisoners give a solemn assurance that they will 
once for all give up the cult of violence the Qoveroment of Bengal will rise, to 
the occasion, take courage in both hands and 'lelease these prisoners. 

It is our sincere wish that anarchy and terrorism, which until, recently 
brooded like the dark shadow of an Kvil Spirit over the whole of Bengal, may 
be a thing of the past end never recur again to smudge the fair name of this 
Province. The Government of Bengal have however a serious responsibility in the 
matter. It is incumbent on the Government that some flnancial provision is made 
for these released prisoners to enable them to make a new start in life. The 
Oovernment have been spending large sums for holdins these young men in 
detention or in jail A small fraction of this expenditure will set them up in life. 

Coming to the other problems that confront the country at the moment, we are 
reminded of tlie present-day conflict between the landlord and the tenant, and 
between Capital and Labour. Much of this conflict is the direct and perhaps 
inevitable, result of the general mass awakening brought about by the growth of 

political consciousneks. We must exercise a great deal of caution and balance 

while approaching this complex question. 

An agitation is on the foot at the moment the general trend of which is to do 
away with the landlord altogether. This, in our opinion, is a perverted way of look- 
ing at the problem of giving relief te the ryot whose appalling poverty and crushing 

indebtedness nobody denies. The landlord, it is forgotten, occupies an essential posi- 
tion in the social-economic structure. Wtiat is needed is not an entire destruction of 
the landlord system but a re-orientation of the policy beliin l the existing tenancy 
legislation which in itself is of a most complex character and is the outcome of a 
long process of social and economic evolution and legislative enactments. The tenant, 
the landlord and Government are •all indispensable units in the sici.il structure. You 
cannot dislodge any one without the whole structure coming d )vvn with a crash. 

Then the question of the relation between Capital aul bibour ail rh « perennial 
conflict betw^n the two. Here also we find an exaggorauj I empliisls given to labour 
and their unjustified glorification as the sole h.ivo been uh<i>Mirvl. and its 

solution made so difficult, by the importation of uniii'ccssnry political c*jiisi«lerati3ns. 
Considerable mischief Jris Wn wrought hv the sclf-scckiiig fiolititial agitators wlio 
are out to serve their own political niid-i. Tin rosiilt is f<)und in the Hghtuiug strikes 
which have become so coroinon lately and have int only led to stuious dislocation of 
normal business activity but have lUso brought endless misery t) the workers 
themselves. The solution of all this lies in the ftirmition of w.*ll-orgaiiisc<i trade 
union and revision of labour legi.slation, where nt*c,*ssary, for the rights and interests 
of labour. The Capitalist must develop, to a much greater extent tli in he has done 
so far, a larger sympathy and imagination in his dealings with, and attitude to, wage- 
earners. It is only in this way that he can prevent the latter from falling an easy 
prey to the unhealthy influence of political raiseh ef-mikers, aiii thus give the lio 
to their own reputation as mere blood*suckcrs and also eliminate the possibility of 
abrupt business dislocation by .strikes. 

Before passing on to our own domestic problems as a community, I am constrain- 
ed to refer to the great tragedy wJiiuh is being eia«?ted in the Far East. We, in 

this Conference, ought to express our deep sympathy not only with the Christians 
in China but with the entire Chinese population in tludr life-and-deatb, and heroic 
struggle with Japan. We view not only with grave cf)ncerii but with intense dis- 
approval the brntul atrocities that are being perpetrated by Japan not only on their 
mititary opponents but also on the non-comt»atant civil population, including the 
wholesale slai^hter of innocent women and children. All this is the outcome of an 
unholy Imperialistic design on the part of Japan which wo consider, is casting a foul 
blot on the fair name of the -civilisation of the East, and we must raise our voice, 
along with others in ludia, against this oppression of the weak by the strong. 

Barring Madras which has in the past been enjoying representation 

in the iVovincial l.«gis1ature through a communal electorate, it is for the 

first time that the other provinces, except the 0. P., have sent up their 
representatives through special Indian Christian electorates. We expect th^ 
representatives to be in the closest po.ssibIe touch witli the Indiau Christian 
community in etch province and to woik in close co-operation with the Provincial 
Associations. If we ore not to lag behind, if we are to keep pace with the ever- 
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moTizijir politioal foroes of the day^ each Pruvinotal Assoeiatloa ahoald ahahe off ill 
lethirgy, wake ep and become a live aol wide-awake b>dy. Thus aud thus alone 
can each Provincial nnit become a real dynamic force and make its mark In the life 
•of the firoviQoe. 

One great practical diflicalty has arisen. Barring Madras, we have only two repre- 
sentatives in each province and they are practically lost in the crowd of 200 or 250 
members. Unless therefore they join some big political party, they can hardly ex- 
pect to make their presence felt or their voice heard. It is for the Pfovinoial Asso- 
oiatioos to decide as to which party they should join. 

This Community's major problem is more economic than political. The mere 
reiteration of our poverty can servo* no purpose unless we set about seriously think- 
ing oat for ourselves ways and means lor our own eoonomio uplift. Remember that 
more than 90 per cent of Indian Christians live in tho villages and birring a small 
peroeotage are landless day labourors. Tho time has arrived when a mere passive 
reliance bo the Missions must give place t * an active and energetic and oonoerted 
action on our own part with a view not only to arresting oiir ooonomic degenera 
tion but also to bringing about a definito impiovcmcnt in uiir position. 

Intimately bound up with onr ccoiiomic position is the question of the type of 
eduoation we are giving our oliil Iren. Here we are f.iu«?d with tho urgent need of 
investigating onr entire udnuational policy. IJiilmiipiiy the whole question has hither- 
to boon left to the Missions and onr voice in tiio di^tct mi nation of the Community's 
educational policy has been negligible. 1 mean no inflections on anybody or on any 
organisation— I am morely stating facts as wo find them. Our iiterauy is* going down 
year by year. 

This brings us to the question of tlic uplift of tho masses engaged in agrioultural 
pursuits and to tlio equally impoitmt qoosti'in of industrial devotopment. In order 
to asoertain what progre.ss tho Indian t;iiristian.s of Hongal have mado industrially, 
the Managing Committee of the Indian Christian Association in Hunga! have organised 
this year an Industrial Kxiiibitiou in this very compound. It is the first venture of 
its kind and it is a modest ono. 1 invito every dcittgute to pay a visit to this Ex- 
hibition. Suggestions will he received with gratitude. 

I should bo failing in ray duty if 1 did not mention in this connoction the three 
large endowments touiided by ray friend Dr. Ilureiidru Uiomiir Mukliorji amounting 
to Rs. H lacs for tfio industrial, agricultural, vocatiunal and business truioiDg of Pro- 
testant Christians of Hongal. 


The Presidential Address* 

J^antearant Lady Mnharaj Sin(jh/\n her presidential address, said that having ipne 
through several reports of iiroceudiiigs of the eonrerenen since she had been asked to 
presido, she had realised wliat u higii standard tho cornmunitv’s leaders had set und she 
was grateful to them for the stand they had taken up in politics. Personally, she had 
felt quito a long time that this was the only way oot of their difficultiMK, both in this 
country and any otliur parts of the world. Ood had made the world to bo ruled 
according to ilis will which was enunciattHi in the Sermon on the Mount. Moat 
politicians would say that tliat kind of politics wito un|>racti(:u'Mle — that^ thev wore 
Uynamie and de.structive, hut tin: worM w'ould fiml that it was the spirit of those 
politics that could eventually bring healing to the world. 

She congratulated the Congress MiiiiKtri<*s on behalf of the community on the 
spirit in which they were carrying out their firogrammes for the real benefit of the 
masses and the country as a wliolc. Hho was glad to know that tho community were 
not guilty of asking for any spociai privileges, n^rvico to tho country must be placed 
before the interests of the community. 

Concluding she said that the mass movement was tho biggest challenge with whioh 
the community was faccsi. Their iietsis were education, emidoyment and abovo all a 
knowledge of the (iospel. She suggested the organisation of training cuntres like the 
one started at the Tlioborii College, Lucknow% which had for its motion the abolition of 
illiteracy wdthin a ladioiis around it to be started in tho other provinces, for im- 
parting education both to Uhiistians and ocn-Christians. 



The All India Women’s G>nference 


Sofsioa— -Nacpur 2Sth. to 31 at, December 1937. 

The Prasidenlial Addnu 

The twelfth session of the All India Mromen*8 Gonferenoe oommenoed at Nagpur 
on the 28lh Poce mb er 1937. Over 400 delegates from all over ludia attended. 
Bt^fkumari Amrit Kaur^ in the course of he presidential address, state! : — 

**Ihe straggle for freedom to-day occupies tho centre of the Indian stage. It is 
only natural that this should be so, for how can ludia oome in to her own unless 
she is free. 

**A11 progress snd reform are indissolubly liokod together. Therefore while remaining 
staiotly non-party, not attached to any political party, women should lend moral and 
■btive support to activities of • benefit to the country and should have the right 
of espressing their opinion on tho burning questions of tlie day. The main reason for 
their failure to make contact with tho woroeu of India for whom they had pledged to 
worlL was that they lived in towns while the real India was in the villages. This state 
of affairs mnst undergo a radical change. Every branch of the Assooiatiou must strive 
to sstsblish oontaot with tho women of the poorer classes, to study their wants 
and to educate the children of the villages.** 

Rafkumari Amrit Kaur pleaded for support of tbo indigenous induslries and 
sspeoially KhadL Proceeding, the Rajkumari referred to Uie formation of popular 
Governments in seven Provinces, which were doing their utmost to implement the 
ideals for which they had pressed all along. Prohibition was di finitely woman*s 
work, for the ourse of drink lay moro heavily on women that on the drink addicts. 
She hoped that their branches would got into toiioh with the Ministeis in charge 
and offer full oo-operation and help in this matter and urged women to take the 
lead lo tempersooe propaganda 

As regara legislation for the removal of the legal disabilities of women, the 
Rajkumari had no doubt that the popniar Oovemmeots in the seven Provioees 
would consider the conorete proposals of tho Conference. Touching on the educa- 
tional reforms whiob were now receiving the attent'on of the Governments, tho 
President said that they should assimilate tho new ideas being put forward and 
help all they oould in order to educate women on suitable lines. If tiieir Conference 
was to be a living organiaation, if It was to embrace all India in reality it could 
not afford to confine itself in narrow walla. Blie pleaded for a change of outlook and 
appealed to the delegates to insist that the ooustitutions of the Conference should be 
so ohtnged ss to allow them to express their opinions and take part in any activity 
for the good of the country keeping themselves within oonstitutional Hoes. 

The President finally stressed the need for adopting non-violence as their creed 
for the attainment of their ideals. 

HwB*bb Dr. Kbare’s Speech 

After the PresMenlUl Addross. the Premier, the hon. Dr. N. B. iTAorr, addressed 
the huge gathering el women, as said he was glad to liear an interesting account 
of their aativitist and that thsy had begun to think over problems affecting hoth 
men sad woiMiL ‘While hs agmd that women should meet to discuss matters snd 
piohlsms .poenMsr ■ to thsas, Dr. "fffasre dosirod to otter :a warning againat the tendency 
towmos sggiosBivo. fsmtaiBBS. 

Prooiwiiig, Dr. Kharo dsolsrsd that the Oonsresa had already removed all barriers 
imffis WSJ or woman in its Karaohi resolution snd did not recoguise the sex bar. 
Dr. Kharo addod that ho wm In ontiro agreoment with what their president 
RmthmwmH JbmU Kmm hid atntsd that women would soon have to face probisins 
•ri^ onl of tto politioal sitnaUoa in India. He assured thorn that the •Okmeress 
OoTmamoat wonld always bear In mind their points of view. 

Mb AmumIbI spaskiBg next, said that it was to Nagf»ur in 1820 that the 
Ooagrsm had ohsagsd im oreed and oonsUtation. He urged them to effsot a ohsoge 
in the ooasHtatioa of their onsaiBStion la this very City and to taka a more active 
part In the ftwodom aMV«Mnt Mr. Bajig •tressed the need for nukkiag Hindi the 
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Tehiolo to Ri?e expressioa to their aotivitieB aod nid that Mahatma Odaihi though 
anxious to be present in their midst to-daj, ooald not do so owing to his weak 
health. 


Sir M. V. Joehi’s Adeieo 

Sir M, V, Joahi suggested that a ropresentativo womao’s organisaSon like 
theirs sbonld now formmate a concrete policy on tho two vital problems affeoting 
them, namely education In the different stage, espooiatly what ohaoges 
they considered essential in the present system, and Uie problem of birth control. 

8ir Hari Singh Oour urged thd Conference to draw up a Rve-year plan (or their 
advancement and for the removal of their sooial and legal disabilities. 

Brillak Women a GreeliBgt 

Mrs. Grace Lankaeter^ after conveving messages and greetings to Indian women 
from British Women's Association, said that in England those womon who were in 
the Peace Movement were finding it difficult to get on and now they wore looking to 
their (Indian) principle of non-violence to guide them and for the sympathy and 
support of Indian women. 


Mr. Paadit’a Appeal 

Addressing the delegates, the hon. Mrs. Vijaya Laxmi Pandit said that although 
she had been a member of the Conference stnoe its inception, she had not been able 
to take part in the deliberations, since hor life during the last fow years had been 
spent mainly in tho political field and the Gonferotioo had always endeavoured to keep 
away from politics. As the only woman Minister in this country, a heavy burden 
had been placed upon her. 

*'When this work was allotted to me, my heart was fall of doubt and fear, bot I 
aooepted the office realising that it was not me the individual, who was being thus 
honoured but that I had been chosen to reprosont the women of mv 'country and 
that in appointing me to the position so far closed to womon, the Indian National 
Congress, of which I am a humble follower, has demonstrated to tho world the equa- 
lity of mau and woman in the new India which Is in the making to-day." 

Mrs. Pandit suggested that tho soope of the Conferenoe should be widened. She 
also referred to the terrible shadow of war whioh, she said, must not be allowed to 
grow. Mrs. Pandit added : *‘All through the ages the East, espeoiaUy India, has given 
the message of peace and hope to a world grown weary with atrifo and hatred. Let 
us remerooer that it is still the proud privilege of the women of India to nphold all 
those traditions which have made her great m the past. Let ns work for eqnality 
and freedom for oar sex by all means. Let us not forget the more iipportant issno 
of equality and freedom for hamanity and by joraing our forces to those who work 
towards this, let us help to make the world bmtifiH to live in. Only then ahall we 
jnstify snoh a Conference as ours and be true to ear great inherittge and Mt gloiw." 

Mre. Satrofini Naidu, in thanking the varions distingnished visitors, saidfi ^As the 
Constitntion widens, the watch- word of this Organisation wiU be the spirit of nnity 
so that largest measare of agreement of our ideals will be the basis on whioh the 
more progressive and the less progressive will unite in oommon ter? lee to that Oom- 
mon motherland that must be tree." 

Bofolatioiis 

The next day the Conferenoe adopted a reeolntion, moved by the lioa.|Mfn. VUaifm 
Laxmi Pandit, urging the introduotien of free and oompnlsory ednoation withont 
farther d^y by providing properly tratced teachers, a -majority of whom shonld 
be women. 

In moving the resolntion, Mrs. Pandit said that the Conferenoe had been vdeiiig 
the demand lor a number of years, but lack of lands hod oome in the way of the 
realisation of the ideal. Primary ednoation was the right of every ehild aod It 
was the dnty of the Government to provide it jnst as it was its doty to provide 
for health. 6a long as primary ednoation was not introdnoed, they conid not hope 
tor any real progress. Now that the varions Governments were ooosidering the 
piopoeal serionsly, she wanted all her sisters to agitato for the demand. 

Mrs. BUlimoria^ in sooending the reeolntion, pointed oat that India was a poor 
country as oompam to the oonntriei where the people were able to hmk after 
the ednoation of their ebildren. It was, therefore, inoniabeat, on the Oovernmnit 
to find tho reqt^te money. 
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Mrs. Afanipd of Jubbalpore, Miss Bhabaioatbi Ammii of Travanoora and Miss 
Thapper of Punjab, also 8up|K>rted the resolution, which was unaoimoualy adopted. 

The four-day session of the ; Conference oonoluded on the 31aL December after 
adopting a number of resolutions on social and educational sni^ects. A feature 
of to-day’s session of the Conference was its discussion for nearly 3 and a half hours 
of the important question affecting a change in the constitution of the Conference 
permitting women to take up political activities without entering into party politics. 
It was decided to retain the present policy which lays down that the Conference 
shall not engage in any party politics but shall unite on such points as affect women 
, and children, confining itself to the 'promotion of education in India of 'both sexes 
and all questions affecting the welfare of women. 

The Conference accepted by 85 to 62 votes the amendment moved by Mrs. 
Hamid AH which stated that while not entering into any party politics the 
Conference shall stand for progressive welfare of the Indian Nation and its mam 
endeavour will be the promotion of the moral, social economic and educational 
advancement of women. 

The President, Hajkumari Amrit Kaur^ however, pointed out that no change 
could take place without a 45th majority agroeiug to the change. So the constitution 
remains unaltered. 

Another amendment was moved by Mias Ookhale (Member, Women’s Fellowship 
of Service, Bombay), which fell through, suggesting the inclusion of the words 
^'politioa) advanoemetit” in the constitution. Those who supported the first amend- 
ment and opposed the latter one stressed that such a course would mar the unity 
and solidaiity of the Conference which at present was representative of women of 
various shades of opinion. Another objection was that it would be unwise to convert 
the Conference into a political organisation.” 


The Punjab Political Conference 

22nd« Seuion— Garbdiwala'— 9th. to llth*|OGtobor 1937 

The Welcome Addiess 

The 22od. Session of the Punjab Provincial Political Conference commenced at 
Oaihdiwalatm ^e 9th October 1937 under the prosidency of Sardar Sardal Singk 
Caveeahar. 

An indiement of the Punjab Government was made by Sardar Han Singh. 
in his address as Cbaiiman of the Reception Committee. Ho said : ''May 1 
remind him (the Premier) that the poficy of repression launched by his 
Government is the very anti-thesis of democracy as understood and praotised 
in England and other civilised countries ?” He continued : The repressive policy 
of the Punjub Government was a sure index of nervousness, weakness imd 
decay, oamouflaged by a show of firmness. It was betraying the Constitution which 
Sir Sikandar was so eager to work. '*It seems that the rising tide of nationalira 
in the seven provinces governed by the Congress has caused* dismay to the Punjab 
Unionists, who are daily losing ground from under their feet due to the inevitable 
^rrperoosmons of Congress Governments. Paralysed by fear of the oomiog debaoK* 
they are hurling accusations of sedition at their prospective socoessora." 

Beferring to the Bikandar Unitv Conference, Sirdar Bari Singh said tnm 
Gongreasmen oonld have nothing to do with this Gbnferenoe ontil and nnlM ail 
repteaaive lane were repealed ; all politioal prisoners were released ; ^e ponoy m 
repreaaioD. and perseoution was given up and the Unioniata gave them support la 
joint' eleot or a te sf . , 

*^he immediate and urgent task”, the Sirdar oontinued, which wo^tajM 
ahotSld addreaa onraeives wholeheartedly is how to bring our Ptovinoe into hM wm 
the progi^ve provinoaa where the. Congress bolds away. The proUam hefm es 
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is to consolidate tlio national forces, unify the anti-Imporialist elements, intensify 
and acoelerate the iniss cmetact work and t^aWanise tlie Congress organisation into 
new life. We must bo folly prepared to invade the citadel of roaction and oonoaer 
it Once economic conscionsnes.s grips the masses, the occupation of commiinaiiats 
and capitalist exploiters will be gone. 

“The world situation is fought with dangerous potentialities and omioons war 
clouds darken the horizon and may soon over-c^st the wliolo skv. It is the oonsidered 
view of all impartial oKservers that war cannot he prevented oat it may only be 
postponed. Tne fact of the matter is that the present capitalist structure of society 
ha.s failed to solve the problems that face h-imanity and is breaking under the stress 
of new forces and problems. The rtv'on.st ruction of world economy on socialist lines 
alone Caan usher in a warless era. We must on this occasion " raise a voice of 
protest against the imperialii^t powors who monice t>io peace of the world and 
appeal to tlie workers of tlio world to refuse to be nose-lod by diotatore and 
imperialists into the shambles. Indian workers and peasants will havo nothing to 
do with the coming war. 

The Preridenkiel Address 

In the conr.se of his presinontial address, Sardur Sardul Singh Cav^tfrthar said 

*^1 have no desire to act the prophet but it is c Ttain that the political disoontent 
in th(*. country will not go unless Indians come into tlieir own. No earthly power 
can prevent Indian patriots from winning freedom. Thanks to the coasoluss oiTorts of 
Mahatma Oandhi, nnn-violooce has sunk deep into tho Indian mind and it is bound 
to win through. I. therefore, most (*iritosilv SMiggcst to this Ooiiferoiice and tllrougti 
it to the Indian National Congre-is that it .should concentrate all its onergies to the 
rrernitment of a non-violent army of Jiilf a million uivil rosistet's who would bo prepared 
to offor them.sclvoK for a peaceful light with the firitish Oovornmout for four years, 
if it does not yielii to tho Indian demand for a eoiisUtution framed by the Indian 
people and for tluj good of tli'dr own country.** 

Tracing the history of the Indian struggle. Sirdar Sirdul Singh said that what- 
ever tittle cliance tlioro was of India and England ppisonting a uiiit'^d front for tlio 
building up of a belter worhl, it ha I now almost gone for over. He opine 1 that a 
conllict was certain to come sooner or later and the nation stioutd be prepared for it 

Pt, Nfiirnu’s Addubss 

Pt Jawaharlal Sehru^ IVcsident of the Indian National Congress, on his arrival 
here, was accorded a rousing reception. Deafening chocr.'i greeted tlie PrasiiJoiit as he 
entered the Couferonoe paiidai. Tliero was a huge ru.sli of visitors and votnnteers 
struggled hard to maintain discipline. Mr. Nehru, noticing a s irimhle, ordered tlie 
voluiPn<;rs to let the crowd adjust itself. This had a salutary '(dTect. Aderossing an 
asserobicgo of rooro than one and half lakh of people, Pt. Neliru said 

“1 have read a statenumt of the Punjab Premier, asking mo to persttsde Punjab 
Congressmen to desist from making violent speeches. The advice given by him aeuma 
to be oxtraordimuy, judging from his itresent attitude and actfoiis in arresting Oon- 
gresa workers and proscribing hooks and paoers.*' “However,** ha eoatln^l, 
“by observing nun-vioiunce in word and deed, tiio Congress lias mwle rapid stridoa 
and developed into a living force.*’ 

Proceeding, Mr. Nehru ai^casod tlie Punjab people of lethargy such as they had 
exhibited during the general elections. “Itemove tho difT.ironoes and submit to the 
majority decision, establish a notwork of Oingross Committees and fight every eleo- 
tioQ”, he went on. “Take a broom and clear yonr aiiversarits froni your Provinoe.'* 

No ohauge, he said, had occurred by accepting offices in the seven Oongrasa Pro- 
vinoes excepting the removal of the dread of officials from tho people*! miod. Tlie 
problems of hanger and poverty were still confronting them and these could not bo 
solved so long as power was not wrested from the Pritish Oovernment, who wore 
hoMinjg the key position still, ^ ... ^ ^ • 

Aiding people to join the Congress. Mr, Nehrn said that the straggle would oon« 
tinne ao long as their objective of oomplete tndependeooe waa not aohievod. Bo ea- 
pressed wonder that the Punjab Unionist OoveraineDt had a •vhiiid In the Amritsar 
thalaa College affairs. 

Rasoliilions 

The Oonferenoe*pa8sed a nnmbor of resolntioos, oongratniating Mahato QandU on 
his Gllth birthbay and ths Congress Proviooss on their prsiseworUiy rtfoims, protsstlBg 
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tt®. ZMH**r dm l« ii^ioa and appanliiw to tho Panjab tradm to bonatt 
I Ponmb Gorajamoata |Mln.r of arresting iMlitiuds, 

lardVAl. JLiIA IflUlAnflrM pMfaas aoa<l 


wwua» wio cdwiBiuwr viOTO tqj^W 

QuMibar Otovea, coadanaiM <be 


.r- Mahoodi'pit;!. and throVSSr Mito2to 

to India, oongratolaUng tbe Miiattiated •• • 
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rotarn _ _ . „ ^ 

thoir faith ia terrorisoi and _ 

a socialist ia moving the Jast resolution, oondemiied tbe 
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Andamans pnsoners on their renoanciair 
jtheir immediate rolea^, etc. 

* the Jast resolution, oondemned tbe 


The U. P. Political Conference 

The Presidenlial Address 

Amidst sconos of wild ciitlmsiasra the opon session of the IT. I*. .Pro vine id Conference 
eentmeneod at Lucknow oa the 30th. December 1937. Tl»tj fiaudal, accommodating 
one lakh of people, was f^ked to its utmost ojipacity. Loud-six^adcers were installed 
A dozen gates were crectisl for the occasion * 

of ’tho fation Caaamiitae. wolcome.! 
the delegate. Later, Mr. fiohanlal ^axena read his presidential address. In the 
oourso of his speech, the President said -uuicaa. m luv 

“Our stru^la lias reached a critical stage. True, Purna Sirorii the summit 
not yet lu sight, but wo ■liavo oortainly reachedthe last 
and difficult stage of our journey, requiring greater ciniiimsjiectica and care in our 
moTmenb when a single false stmi, nay. an untimely note of sound mav cause a 
oatatrophe, causing a greater setback than Chouri Ohanra, and undo tho efforts and 
achievements of these years.” v « 

“With the assumption of officu Ojnngn&s organisations and Congrossmen liave been 
heed with certain new qiiwtions. ^yhat w to he the attitndo of individual Congnsss- 
Bon and Conj^ toward* Cotigpcss Ministrii>.s as well as towards (bivorn- 

offiraals.i' Should the Congress Ministries Ihj piihlioly criticised by Oi»gre.ssmea ? 
If so, within what limits / in order to arrive at tlie right answers to those qnes- 
o® ^ .‘'to Congress which is in office and not indi- 

vidnsl Congressmen Particular individuals are there because of us and our streneth 
They are there wiGi a sot purjiose and are working diroctlv under tbe control of the 
Congress E.xeoutivo. They tavo to work on set linos as laid down in the Congress 
election manifesto. And astly, Uioy have been oor trusted colleagues and are sUII 
tt'much under the discipline of the Congress as any one of us. IJmJer tho circums- 
tancM, open hMtilily on tho jmrt of Congress men towards Congress Ministries Is 
Otttof the question as we cannol bo liosbTe to oor ownselves. Nor (is there mv 
room for a wparate pr^Ministry jarty: fw m long as theSCongress wants to h«v* Ita 
IfinistriM, the whole angress cannot but Im pro-Ministry. Nododv lias over said 
that Ministries should to immune from cnticism ky Congressmen, the diiTareni^ls 
as to what should be the cbaonel for it 

my mind the tost coarse wiwld for the Coogress Committees to hold meetings 
nwiodically for reviewng the work of the Ministries and submltHng their views to 
toe proper quarters, ^^ently . tlioro toro been instences where wen leeponsible 
Congressmen have public y oritioised Md denpanead Coogress Ministries witbJut even 
hnnaiH t^«r views to the notice of tbe Minister coacoraed or oompeteut authoriUes 
In flBi Congress. I, for one, regwl such a course as highly ohjtotioiiable beoau.% 
without servmg any useful purpose, it provides a handle to oor oppomnts and critics. 

As to our attitndo tow^a Oovarnment ofGcisIs the circular which has racenUv 
bm issned by the P. 0. C has rightly said that so long as the Congress Ministries are 
tom wo sh^ work, an allies in n^mon esuso. Wo have to bW ooituption Sd 
tatorym tto Pubho Services. We hyo to change their whole outlook towiods 
too peop e. Wo tovo to them reriise tiint they an not hakims, tot servanto of 
too peopl^ IJiU ^operatim the Congress workers and local officials can 

aloae hasten toe desi^ end. While, m the one hand, a now spirit of service sad 
I of puUio duty has got to to inculcated ia the Services, Uie people, on toe uther 




aod energy, di verts the attention of thi peipto from the big is<mo 4 to trivial affalni 
and is bound to imve si)rio-is reactions on the iMopIo as «vo do not hive the aeoe- 
asary agency to deal wirli them satisfactorily. Wnile we are very careful ah Hit the 
money of others as well ns our own, we have so much regird for time whioh is 
certainly more valuable than money. 

*Ooming to agrarian problems, which are lomiug large to-day« i must oongratu* 
late the Congress Ministry on the prompt measures it has taken lo bring the mituh- 
needed relief to the peasantry. The stay of pri>ccediiigs, orders and snbieqiient le^i* 
slntion by which all pnicee<lings for realisation of arrears of rent up to Kiiarif 1314 
fasli will be staye I, the appointment of a committee t> g > into the whole question of 
rent niid revenue and another to snggest ways an I means to re luce agrioultiirai 
indebtedness U'O some of the measures which deserve spcual lumtiou. Our Provin- 
cial Congress Ooinmitttfe has boen taking special interest in Uie agrarian problems. 
The report of tlie Agrarian Eluquiry C>mmittee appointed by it last year has been 
published. 

*^Ia tho Congress iUelf, while there is a growing minority which favours ita (the 
zamiudari system’s) imintnluito abolition, a largo inijority is opposed to it. The majo- 
rity view is thiit, under tlio existing conditions, it would not be conducive to the beat 
interests of tlie tenantry. The value of the zamindar's property is falling daily 
and the amount of compoiisation to be paid ti> the zamindars to-day may he macu 
larger thau what may readily be ;icoeptable to the zamindars a few years hence. 
Moreover, it does nut believe with others that tho millennium would bo osherad in 
with the aboliiion of tlie zamiudari system, for even in areas where thorn act no 
zamindars, the material aud moral condition of' the peasnnt is no bettor, and than 
there ia the question of unemployment in the rural areas, which would not atmtOb 
nor would tho lot of the very large number of landless labonrtrs improve la tha 
least with the abolition of zamindaria. 

Congress is as much concerned in ameliorating their (the small snmindtia*) 
lot as that of the tenants ; but the latter being comparatively much worse off, na- 
tnrMly come in for immediate attention ; but this does nut mean that the former am 
aoi la its mind and even in this short period, the Congress Ministers have adopM 
mensures in order to help them. 

**Be£6re I lenve this question, I tliiuk it my duty to deal with the Kisnn flahhn 
movement which has been causing nut a little embarassment to Osagrees 
Ifinistriee nod Congress Committees besides creating anoeoeseary tr o n hla 
and oenfasion in Congress ranks. Personally, I am opposed to the fonaUtoa 
el the Kisnn ^bhs fur three reasons ; Firstly,, there can be no orgaalsaCiQa e( 
Kfanas, on a class basis, for tliuy are not a class basis in Che real.' sonaa e£ 
ffie term and can never he a homogeneous social group. A Kisaa ia hoCh 
a prepriotor and a worker. Then ttae organisation of one olaae e g a iaet 
aaochev is bound to leal to couttict which may exploited by tha foreign bareaa* 
otasy ia furtliorsnce of its Miwide and rule* piHcy in India and to that eateat ear 
g gjfct tor complete national independence is bound tu be weakened. To HliHCvnla my 
peial, 1 would cite the iustouco of the organisation of field Inbourera to Biknr to 
eeaotoraot the Kisnn Sabha movement there. d«)cpadty, the setting ap of Miaao 
Sahhas is bouad to undenaiae the influence nod lower the prestige of the OMfreas. 
la order to justify the formation and existence of Kisaa fisnbhsa, chargoe and 
hutonatioas are being mede against the OoiMrees. Thirdly, the OoegreM itsilf la 
piedoaiinantly n Kisaa ovgaoisntioo. In these provinces, out of nearly tea lakhs 
mmabara nearly eight mast be Kewos. In view of the great interest whtok 

the Oengress has been taking in the weifnre of tha Unants, where is the Justiflealioa 
or the need lor sapande Kisia Mabhae ? 

Ik 
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Kisans be enrolled as members of the Congress and special departments 
|l||engress Oimmittees to attend to the needs of Kisans, instead of 
par^Rpirkers joining mushroom Kisaii Sahhas an-l workintr with others 
who lifky Dcit even believe in the Congress ideology. While dealing with the 
agrarian problem, I shall be failing in my duty, if 1 did not appeal to the tenants 
from this platform, to pay up their dues for Rabi 1344 and Kliarif 1345 fasli. I 
most also warn them against the consequences of non-payment. They may be 
ejected and consequently deprived of the occupancy and other rights which are 
raortly going to be conferred and for which they have aspired so long. They should 
remember that those wh^ advise non-payment cannot be their friends. 

**Xt is a pity that within almost a week of the assamption of office by Congress, 
there was a serious labour trouble in Gawupore. While the Cmgress Alinistrv has 
done its best to help labour out of its present predicament by appointing a labour 
enquiry committee under the presidentship of Mr. Rajendra Prasad, very much against 
the wishes of the employers, the work of the committee has iieen considerably ham- 
pered and delayed by lightning strikes and other troubles due to the activities of cer- 
tain irresponsible workers. They should know that by their activities, while they 
have not Moefited the cause of the worker, thoy liave unnecessarily embarassed the 
Congress Ministry which ultimately was forced to take action under iSection 144. Cr. 
P. O., to bring the situatian under control. 1 still liopn better sonso will prevail 
amongst the workers at Cawnpore and they will (lo uothiiig in future that miy 
hamper the work of the Labour Enquiry Committee.” 


The All India Kisan Movement 1937 


( Specially Contrinuted ) 

Xhi Ooxigress Convention hold at Delhi markixl another stage in the development 
of Ae Kisan Movement The impnmatour of the Congress President was irrevocabiy 
jdnood on the Kisan Sabha's demands for Morotorium for Agrarian Indebtedness and 
lifhtf oonditioos for Agrarian T.abour. The All India Kisan Committee d«jplorod the 
daoiaon of the Congress to accept ministries but prof:eodel to place a practicable 
programme of work whioh, if undertaken by Congress Ministries, could render some 
efisetive relief to the peasantry. The Prusidcat, Prof. N. 0. Hanga has sent out a 
detailed droelar suggesting to all Provincial Ki.san S iblias to formal ate their detailed 
li^alative and administrative proposals to bo presented to tlio Uos|H)iisiblo Ministries. 

Between .A|»il and July 

nuriog this wtorregnum, the Totcrun Ministries in the six Congress Majority 
Provliioes hastened to try to steal the wind behind the Congress sails and the thunder 
of the Kisan Babhm by formulating and announcing for them rather ambitions schemes 
of raral roHef and reconstruction. The programme of the Bombay Oovernment, 
fonaed by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta was the most striking. Bat in actual practice, they 
aohiejed very tittle. Tho Bombay Ministry did not snccecd in coming with the famine 
whidn broke oat In the Maharastra and Guzorat and the «loint Secretary of the 
A. I. K. O., Mr. ledulal Yagnik had to inveigh it for its failnre. The Madras Gtovern- 
ment alone had achieved a great thing, in that its Interim Ministry had agreed to 
loose Be. 75 Jakhe of land revenue by cancelling all enhancements of land revenae, 
imposed siooe 1920, etopping the peeding enhancements and waiving the elMm of the 
V State for B eset tl e man t Enhaiicemeats^thus aocoptiog the demands of the Kisan Sabha. 

Coming to the other fallfledged Ministries, the •Bengal Budget gave evidences of 
the Minisory’t oonuern for rural Bengal. The Ministry persisted in its tobrts to 
pass the Teoanoy Bill but it has not yet become law. Hence Kisan Sabhas* growing 
aisoonteat at the Ministry's lukewarm concern for the peasants. A serioiis nfnatioii 
has arisen in the Bnrdwan and Twenty-fonr Parganas. Since the eaaai lalea ware 
too high, Bw agitation of onr peasants against thorn was forcildy gnppreied hj 
gaggisig th^ leaders, baoniog their conference and imprisooiog thoir workm. 
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la Asstm also, the Bliaistiy has at beet saooeedod ia graatioi; seme remWona 
of land revenue like the Sindh Qovernment, under the preaanre of the IQiiii 
movement. 

Advent of Congreia Mlnittriet 

The A. T. H. C. met at Niyamatpur in Gaya District jost as the Oongreas Ifinis- 
tries were boin^ form*^ i. e. the second wo )k of Juiy and it has placed before 
the country as the Kisan’s immediate demands, the liquidation of mdebtedneeaeB, 
the reduction of rents and revenue, the abolition of grazing fees, the abolition of 
the Criminal Tribes Act and the Protection of ai^rarian labour. 

What the Congress Ministries have aohieved since then has met partially the 
kisan sabhas* demands but indicated bow the kisan’s demands could be met fully by 
every Qovernment if only there was the will to do it. For instance, the llMrae 
Ministry has cancolled most of the arrears of interest, thus accepting the Kisan^a 
principle of cancellation. The Bihar Ministry proposed to save a mi^um holding 
from the clutches of the Sahukars thus admitting the Eisan's claim for complete 
immnnity from all claims against his minimnm holding. The Bombay and Madras 
Governments had declared Partial Morotorium for agricultural indahtednesa proving 
that the Kisan was praotioal-minded also when he has demanded Morotorium ainoe 
1931. The U. P. Qovernment established a state of morotorium for all agrarian 
debts, thus protecting the Kisan from the landlord and Sahukars. 

The Madras and U. P. Governments have appointed Committees to formulnto 
proposals for the improvement of the Status of tenants. The Bihar and Orissa 
Ministries have gone forward and passed their Tenancy Laws, the one conferring on 
peasants permananoy of tenure and the other rednoing rents by more than 30 per 
cent respectively. 

The Bombay Government has abolished the grazing fees, while the Sindh Qovern- 
ment have remitted 50 per cent of them and that of Madras also proposes a 50 per 
oeat redaction. The Bombay Ministry <proposes to abolish the oriminal Tribes Aot 
whefreas the sub-oommittee of the Congress Assembly Party of Madrai also favonred 
the same procedure. 

The C. P., U* P. and Orissa Ministries have either abolished or liberalisod the 
coercive processes that had been used in coliecting land re venae. 

The Sindh, Bombay, N. W. F. P.j Assam, C. P., Orissa, Madras hsd all ordered 
some remission of land rovenue owing to the eoonomio depression. The Punjab 
Government has appointed a Committeo to suggest .a programme for replaoing its 
present land revenue system by that of inoome tax on agricaltural inoomes. The 
Bihar Ministry has introduoed a bill to impose income tax on agricultural incomes. ^ 

The U. P. Government has appointed a speoial officer to put down corruption in 
the servioes, so has the N. W. F« F. Mmistry appointed a oommittee to study 
this problem. 

Morotoriom Duy in Bombay and Madfue 

The Bombay Presidency has observed the 15th of October and Madraa tba first 
of November as the Morotoriom Day to bring to the notice of the pubKo and 
Government the great need for declaring a state of Mocotorinm for ail agis- 
onJtnral debts. The effectiveness of these two very saooeBsful oasaypaigns oan be eoon 
from the fact that Mr. Latbo, tlie Finance Minister of Bqmimy mo had ridiouM 
the very idea of Morotorium was obliged to *6wallow his prejudioe and later on agroo 
to one year*8 morotorium. But to the great disappoiutmeot of the Kisan Sabha, the 
Madras Ministry withdrew its Morotorium Bill and introdmied its Debts Belief Bill 
which had established only an interim morotorium and had stiioe been passed by the 
Legislature. Inspite of its bitter disappointment at this and at the very narrow aoopo 
of the bill, the Kisan Sabha has loyally stood by the Ministry and snpporM it in 
the face of the concerted opposition of the Bahukare and the nnhelpfuT attitode of 
the Ministry. 

BUuw Kisan Crisis 

The real struggle of this period has centred round Bihar. Thera the Ministry bad 
got the wind up b^ause of the threat of Zamindars to go on tetyaaraha and wanted 
to come to terms with them, so as to obviate the years^ of delav that wonld olher- 
wiao be oansed by them through the L^stative Connoit in whioh they oonunand a 
majoritr ud tbe OoTernor. Bat the Kisu Sebhs strongly oppoeed this taon, m thn 
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IM Mm tUt to jMify their tactios More the uaMee, the leoal Conicrees leaden 
OMtoiM toe hogey ii Kiaan Sahfaa’s propagaodt in faroar of Kisaa's Danda 0athi) 
agaiiiat SMiadan, hooligaafsin and Tiolenoe. The Kiaaa Sabha was charged with 
tontog tooaloatod -the idea of eiolenoe aad created an atmosphere of Tiolenoe. The 
IM, edeooiae, was that the Kiean Oomradea had been obliged to exhort and advise 
ov Kiaana doriM the last three years to be prepared to show their Dandas to the 
agonto of aaminoara, whenever all neaoefni methodui and persuasion failed to prevent 
the hooliganiam of samindars or their agenta against their homesteads, the privacy 
of their homes, the hononr of their women folk aad the life of their children. What 
with the great expectation of peasants that the advent of Gongress Raj would end 
ranto-paymenta aad their bitter, diaappoiatment at the unholy agreement between the 
Oopgress Ministry and xamindan ana the special presure put by zamindars to oolleot 
an their arreara ef rent for fear a morotorlnm might be declared, peasants have had 
to talk of their *l>anda" if their properties were to be alienated and their families 
driven away from their homesteada The local congress leaders took full advantage 
of aU this atmatpheze ao largely oreated by the Ministry and blamed the Kisan Babha 
tor it all aad peranaded even K^endra Fiasad to riao agaiost the Kisan Sabha in the 
name ef oongresa creed of non-violeoce. Swami Sfdiajanand Sinaswati, the General 
Seoretary of the All India Kisan Committee, and the Generalissimo of the Bihar 
Kiaana, rattonally defended the. Kisan Sabha, juatified the Kisan's right to use his 
*Daada** in aalf-defenoe and dated the locid congress committee which banned him. 
The Werfcing Oommittee ol the P. C. G. passed a resolution, warning all congress- 
man wiua were in the Kisan Sabha. not to have anything to do with the (socaUed) 
oineotiooable methods of the Kisan Sabluk At this stage, Hj. .Taynprakash Marain came 
oni with, hla strong defence of the Kisan Ssbba and warned the local coitgreaa that 
it should not create another 1908 Surat debacle. Prof. Ranga, the President of the 
Sahhn, boa appealed for ai. impartial and careful examination of the congress creed 
of nen-violeBoe in its use for pessaots fa their day to day life and raising the whole 
controversy from the plane of organisational conflict to that of a genuine search for a 
wgy eul fa the iotoresta of the masses. 

The Bihar Kisana rallied roumi marvellously to the leadership of the Kisan Sabha. 
Even when the annual conference was held in one of the Districts from which the 
Kisan Sabha activities were banned by the local congress oommittee, more than a 
lakh peaaaats flookad to the oonfereuce and demonstrated their faith in the leadership 
of tfae6Miaa.{ 


Sirwggfe fat Gnaerct 

Vailabhbhai Patel, the renowed leader of Bardoli Satyagraha Campaign and 

the Onaecat^ took a strong prejudice to the Kisan Sablia for he had always felt 
that Mily the oongresa should be the political and economic organisation for all 
He M Bomehow forgotten that even be bad to carry on the 1928 Bardoli 
a campaign under non-congress auspices. Just as genuinely bad our Ktsim 

Islt the need lor the independent Kisan Sabha, the small but onthusiashc 

hand of thms have warked uader the briHiaot leadership of Ksmalosbankar and ad- 
vtoa ef Indnlal Yagaik, had gone forward with their organnaticnal work in Pan^ 
mahal, Bank and other Dietnota. When Swamiji visited Qnzerat in February 19^ 
the MMBnIrjr reaponded In all their thoasands ao enthnsistically to the call of the 
Etoon Sabha that, deq^ite the atndied silence of the Press, the Sirdar fdt the im- 
naoiof thnJDaan movoaent andprompSy offered to take np the ohallenge of the 
Em Bflhha. Bo he hwmnd the Kjun ralby and kiaan conference at Yimalnagm. 
InapM of two timanad pea^ bravely marched past the Hati^ flag wito 
~ Md Bad Ffm and ton thonaand of them had gathered In toeir 
r of eonaq hadto he oacried on without a light for moat of the tine, 
e^y of mBIhm Kghta. lima the Kiaan Saras has oome to alaj is 
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Doriof ih% last six mootbs fbe variani liogniitie trail of flit OmM Vmlmm 
hm come to orgmm their own net work of Kisen Sthhae. IndnUl Tagnik had 
toured them ?ery ozteneively. 8e?eral SQooeaatul Kiaan Mardhea to the anaarana 
Kisan oonferenoee were held. 

Paideb— The Me d e m Coaldieii of RevoliilioB 
Thanks to the energetic and oeaaeless work of Master Kabul Bingb. m. l. Baba 
Singh and others, the whole of the Doeba tract is bubbling with lU roTolutionarj 
spint and the Kisans are awake to their responsibilities. Though owing to the 
schisms in the ranks of socialists, the Provincial Oommiltee could not be aotivet com- 
rade Beni. Bohan Singh Josh, Mubarak Sagar, Munshi Ahman Din have succeeded in 
enrolling 50,000 members of the Kisan Sabha. 

Sindh Wins Laorela 

The Sindh peasant has progressed in his organisation ao well that his Marches 
had become the bugbear to the Ministry. Contrary to all praoticea of demoo ratio 
Oovernments, the Sindh Ministry has banned the processions and marohm of Kisans 
even to local otriuials to communicate their demands to them. Inspite of all this 
repression, the Ministry has been obliged to order remission of land revenue, reduce 
grazing fees and offer many other small concessions. 

Peasant Marches 

Feananis* Maichcs have come to be a tremendous and popular weapon, which our 
peasants have come to use quite freely and the Ministries to dread. A congress 
leader of C. P. warnod peasants that their Marches were unnecessary. Yet there 
was a very successful march to the G. P. Chief Minister. The Sindh kltoistry is not 
able to step them. In some of our Marches, as many as lO.OtX) peasants have taken 
part, those of Patna, Lucknow, fojahmuodry, Cum bum, Bombay are of spooial signifi- 
cance. In all, easily (ivo lakhs of peasants have taken part in them this year. Every 
Province has witnessed these peasant Marches, emanating from many an unknown 
village or villages and gathering strength on the way and converging in its thousands 
of peasants upon the local Ministry or commissioner. 


The Great Andhra March 

The 'Andhra peasants' March has been going on since July last and expeota to 
reach Madras by March, after baviog touched 1000 villages, covered 2500 miles and 
come into direct contact with half a million jieasants. 


One lakh peasants in 75 Marebos 

During this Janoaiy 17lh*26th, as many as 75 peasant Marches have taken place 
to the local officers and one lakh of peasants have taken part in them in Madras 
Presidency. 

Kisan Schools 

Doxiag the last six moAhs, the Central Andhra peasants' Institute of Nidubrole, 
the Doeba Kisan School of Jullunder, the Hayalaseema Kisan School of Oiddalur have 
held their sessions and trained in all 75 iHiasants for carrying on Kisan propaganda 
in villages. 

Kisan Membership 

By the 28th February 1938, the membership campaign of the Babha comes to a 
close for this year. 1^ far it is learnt that five lakhs of members ate enrolled by all 
tbe Kisan Babhas. This is evidence to the groat and growing organisational strength 
of this movement. 


Haiipnm Congress Concession 

At Baripnra, those like Sirdar Yaltabhai Patel, Bhulabbai Dosnl who were 
genuinely of the opinion that Kisan Babha as an independent entity is birmfnl to the 
jntereats of the nation and the protagonists of the Kisan Babha like Prof. Ranga, 
gwami Majanand, Dntta Mazunidiur, Jai Prakash Narain, Bankiin Mukherjee, 
BP.U Bedi bad gathered for their trial of strength. In the end, the innate 
fitatcmwMhip of the oos^rese bed merted iteelf and toe molution, fa? oaring end 
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oofcpisinp; fhe independent existence of Kisan SaHhas, asserting; that con^^ress itself is 
rapidij becoming a Kisan organisation, pleading that Kisan Cum Cbngress comrades 
ought to try to bring kisans into the fold of the Congress as the sole national political 
or^nisation and warning that it caunot countenanco any Kisan-Cttm-Congress worker 
doing anythinji: wliioh may be calculated to go against the nolicr or programme of the 
congress. This attitude of the Congress cuts both ways. It recognises the right of 
peasants to organise themselves into their own sabhas. It also pleads that it will 
idso serve his needs. It authorises provincial congress committees to take disoipU- 
nary action against our Kisan comrades who may go against its policy or programme 
On the whole, Haripnr is marking time and Kisan Comrades are put on their mettle 
to prove their real strength. 

Represdve Policy of Bengal end Punjab 

Tlie Bengal Government [arrested Dntta Mojumdar and Anaiita Ifakherjee at 
Comilla when they went there in January 1038 to make arrangements for the third 
All India Kisan Congress which is to meet in April. Prof. Ranga was served in 
•February by the Punjab Government with an order banning him from his entry into 
the Punjab for an year. 


PreM and Kiaan Movement 

New papers have come to ho started for strengthening the Kisan movement. 
In addition to the Kisan Bulletin from Bombay, the ^Monday Hornim;'. an English 
weekly has come to be published by B. P. L. Bedi from Ijshore. In Hindi, two 
weeklies, the Kisan and the Bangharshan wore started in AllahaM and Lucknow 
respectively. There are some weeklies, notably one in Meerut and another in Jhaosi 
which are helping our movement. Among the daily press, there has beon a 
certain amount of hesitation to publish kisan news ever since the advent of 
congress Ministries. On the other hand, the Anglo-Indian press, particularly the 
*Times nf India* has been goading the congress Ministries to take action against 
Kisan Sabhas. 


New Friends of the Movement 

Since last April, the servants of India society has also come to take some 
interest in the Kisan movement. Its members, Portilokar, M. L. A., has played a 

S rominent part in the Bombay Assembly in espousing the Kisan cause ; IL V. 

ivaswami nas joined the South Indian Federation of Peasants and workers. Dr. 
Ambedkar and his party in Bombay, a section of the Congress Assembly Party of 
the Punjab and Bengal and a section of the congress in Bindh are taking fresh 
interest in the cause of the Kisan. We have to wait for sometime longer before 
we can say how many of these new forces will continue to display lasting and 
genoino interest in the uplift of the Kisan. 

The LegUletum and Kisan 

On the whole it is true to say that there is no kisan Party in any of onr 
legislatures. Peasants’ Groups on the lines of that in the central Assembly have 
been started since last September in Bengal, C. P., Madras and Punjab but they 
are more or less informal. Borne Kisan M L. As of Bengal have framed a few 
private members Bills. Mr. Perulekar of Bombay, Messrs. ^ K. Narayanrao, B. V. 
Narayan Beddi of Madras, Master Kabul Bingh of Punjab, some H. L. A.'s of 
Bihar have displayed rather an aggressive Kisan attitude in the Assembly debates. 
There is however little progress ih this direction inspite of the A. I. K. C. 
resolutiou asJcing for the formation of peasant Groups. 


Kisans Rally at Calcatta 

consisting 45,000 people and displaying 


as tl did the real 


The Kisan Rally cuusibhui^ •«u,vw » — 7 * 7 . - 

strength of the Kisan movement was a great event m the prog« of the Kisan 
Sabha. Subash Bose, our Rashtrapati made his first publio ntterance at tae 
gathering and welcomed the growth of Kisan organisation. 


Maalinfi of A. I. K. C. 

There were throe meetings of the A. I. K. C. since April 1937, on® Niyamatpar 
in Jaly* the seoo&d at Moutta in October and the third at Haripnr m February. 
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Tbroe notable thmfiB were aobieved by theso moetinga. (Mo is t« tieolaro the 
need for a ^^No^Debt Dampaign** in viow of tho failure of provinoieT ilioistore to 
eetabluh morotorium. The aaoood is to demand the immidiate abolitfon of the 
Zamindhri System. The th^ ii;^ fn seoognioe the Red Aar as the* Poasant’a 
flag. In many places saei^ as. Xeenit taere vrero oonfliuOt between Ciaan and 
Congress woilpors over thedrwgi it all Kisaa meetings. 

^^naea PeAlttatient 

The All *India Kisan Publications Committee which has its offlce at S3, 
Stringer Street Madras, has so far publishol two books ‘^Tho Modern Indian 
Peasant” and ‘‘The Kisan Speaks” each a rupao, which eKpound the theory of 
the Kisan movement. Very soon, their companion Jvalumo ‘^fhe Peasants Fact 
Book** is expected to be pubiishod.** 


The AU4ndia Library Conference 

Third SeMumr— Delhi— 22nd. to 24th. December 1937. 

The opening oeremony of the third session which must be rogar led ss the moot 
sncoesefaj session iield so far, of the Indian library association, took plaoe on the 
22tid. December in. the Delhi University Rail in the presence of a large and a 
distiDgaished gathering of high government and University officials, librarians and 
prominent citizens including a large numlior of ladies. Rat Bahadur Ram Kiahora 
the Vice-ChanceHor, Delhi University, and Chairman of tho Recoption committoe read 
an interesting address of welcome to the delegates touching upon the history of old 
Delhi, the function and purpose of tlio ancient and Mediaeval libraries, and the 
siguificant aspects of the modern library movement. 

Next, Sir Oirja Shankar Bejpat, Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Department of Education Health and Lands, read his oponing address. 

Tho opening ceremony concluded with tho uresidential address of Dr, WaU 
Mohammedf the Head of Physics Departmont and Honorary Hihrarian of Lucknow 
University, wlio spoke at length from his personal knowledge of iihr.irios and their 
administratioj, aad discussed many pertinent problems which have been before the 
Indian librai’y Association for a long time. 

The Welcome Address 

TJro toflowrng is tho text of Welcome address 

I consider it a groat privilege to welcome you on behalf of tlio Reception Com* 
mitee of the thiid session of tlio All-rndia Library Conference to our ancient city 
of Delhi. Delhi is usually remorobeied as the scono of great political events which 
have profoundly intlnenocd the course of India's history, but it is often not roslisod 
that tins great city has also witnessed tho clash and fusion of cultureH through tho 
centuries. Delhi has been not only the capital of empires, but also the centre of a 
Hindusthani cuitare. with its cosmopolitan outlook and the subtle delicacy and refloe- 
ment of its tone, a culture to which the two great communities of India have con- 
tributed their share. As a centre of culture Delhi could naturally boast of good 
private libraries which owed their existence to the passion of tho culturod |>eople of 
the upper classes for knowledge and mcdiieval hook-lore. Amongst the ratni of 
Delhi we can still locate tho sites of famous libraries, viz., the library of the great 
warrior-scholar iiomayua and the library of the iliubtrious philosopher-priooe Uara 
Shikoh. There was also a well-stocked library in the Dollii Fort which is said to 
have been secretly transferred after the mutiny to Jagraon in the District of laidbi* 
ana, the home of Arastajah Munsbi Kajab Ali, S^retary to Lord Lawrenoe of 
Punjab fame. Even now theio are many private collections of rare Arabic and 
Persian mannscripta dealing with literature, history and other branhees of knowledge. 
For instanoe, 1 would refer to the private collection of the late Khan Bahadiir 
Pinada Muziffer Ahmad, which contains most Persian wp^s on Uteratare, history 
and poetry. 1 may also mention the private collection of Dr. Nazir Ahmed, whkm 
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inolades olassloal Persian works on literature and history, and the priyate c 
of Eban Bahadur Zafar Hasan which contains historical Persian works and a 

. V t. i -e <1.1 


cotieotion 

_ a copy of 

the Quran which preserves tbo peomaoship of Yaqut-i-Afutasimi of Abbaside fame. 
Some notable Eayastka families of Delhi at one time uossessed collections of Persian 
mannsoripts includiog Persian translations of the Mahabharata and of one or two 
Vedas and of the Blia^vat Gita. Most of these collections bare nnlortunately dis- 
appeared. There is still, however, a good private collection belonging to the family 
df late Rai Bahadur Paras Dass, a gentleman well-known for his culture and catholic 
taste, and it contains printed works and mannsoripts in Hiudi, Urdu and Persian 
deeding with various subjects. A similar collection, particularly rich in manuscripts 
on Sufism is owned by Khwina Hasan Nizami Sahib. Another collection of manus- 
cripts rich in Persian and Urdu literature once owned by the late Lala Sri Ram. 
M. A. Rais of Delhi and author of the monumental anthology of Urdu poets. The 
Ehum Khana i-Javed, is today a source of pride and dignity to the Benares Hindu 
Uhiversity to which seat of learning its generous owner bequeathed it. 

Ladies and Gentlemen. I have always been tempted to regard a library as a secret 
place in which to breathe a raritied intellectual atmosphere surchargel with the 
wisdom of the ages. The earliest libraries of the world were probably temples, fa 
the middle ages, the monastic libraries and libraries attached to churches and cathe- 
drals in Rnrope sheltered scholars who kept the sacred torch of knowledge horning 
in an age of barbarism. In India also, where learning and culture were never 
divorced from religion, temples and mooasterit‘8 and mosques always served as the 
Noah's Ark in which the precious heritage of knowledge and culture was carefully 
deposited while the tide of political upheaval ravaged the laud. The libraries attached 
to places of worship assumed as great a sanctity as the shrine or the seat of religious 
worship itself. They attracted scholars, encouraged intellectual intercourse amongst 
them Aod were the essential means for the development of a common culture and 
an intdileotuai tradition. The effacing hand of time and the vandalism of men have 
combing to 'wipe out most of these repositories of our ancient enlture, but most of 
airit is ihe clianged outlook and the altered circumstaucjes of modern times that are 
responsible lor the disappearance of such libraries. Our .places of worship may no 
louftsr he -seats of learning as in olden times, but perhaps it will be unfair to suggest 
that the authoritirs, whether religious or secular, who own .and control our shrines 
and oommiod siifRcient resources, shoifld estHblmh and endow good public libraries 
attached to -places of worship and thus help the oause of education and cuitare in a 

dilate on mediicval libraries and desoribe them os seats of learning 
and repositories of our cultural beritaga, 1 «m fully aware that theanoderu 

nrdblema libraries -aod their significauce and uittlity are mudh more complex 
nian ow forefatiiers could imagine. Knowledge ana culture are no longer the 
monopoly of the lew nor is it considered uceessaij or fair that they should be so. 
We li^c awakening characterised by a dutermioat'ion to 

abolish itUteracy and to allow everybudy to share the blessiugs of sweetness 

uxd light which have fbeeo so long the moDopoly of a privileged class 

living in cultared ease. In these •ebanged uironmstances, libraries ahould 
nat^dly iuaction as the necessary Instruments of mass awakening .and general 
— ‘ f xff xmlture. This is the basic idea which serves as the motive fopco of the 


librar? movement in every advanced oountry and has determined tlie planning aod 
organisation of Bhcaries in most democratic coootries. In India we are -on the threa- 
hold of oonntruetive democracy and nothing jierhaps Is more important today than to 
initiate s library movement on a natiuiiai scale as a part of a national campaign against 
IhiberBoy, ignorance and shperstition But 1 need hardly say tliat our efforts should 
be wenmnimed and well orgiuxised to avoid duulicatiou of effort and dissipation of our 
en ^g y and lesonroea, I hope that this Co.ifereDoe will coooenlrate on this 
and aHied pcobtemi and evolve a constructive plan which will be of Jastiiig benefit to 

^/woi3v if it R preeumptuoiis on my part to draw your atteathm as a layman to 
a Ihw i hH<***»* SBpeets of the libraiy movement in some of the advanced coantrios 
at the jrS^ It hn> inrmtrl to me that a library movopieot, which is andllary to 
^ ■oMrM pMffnHHM wf MSB eduoatiou, most depend, to a ooosiderahle extent, on 
emWMMt fin Bnoiaiid the library movement in the 19ch centary made 

i ijttniigfa the generons finandal encouragement of Andrew 

— idi hegaa to present library building to toiras in 
emi meUnited BtatOA 1 think that in Indii wo have 


CwggVBio* 





DM. *37 ] THE OPENING ADDRESS 303 

*190 to oaptare the inugiaatioa of tho generous rich an*! persuade them to play the role 
of Aoirevr Ca'nesie. As regards planning it would be worth while for us to consi- 
der the report of the Departmontal Committee on Publio Libraries published in 
England in 1929 which has outlined **A co-ordinated national system of publio libra- 
ries, consisting of the urban libraries and the country libraries, with their village 
and small town branches, all these working together in regional schemes of oo-opera- 
tioo, and beyond them the central library for s:udente acting as a reserve for out- 
of the way books and as the centre 'for matuat loans between a large circle of special 
libraries and the public libraries” Moreover we shoul i organise on American lines a 
Library Commission in each province the fanctious of which will be library extension 
including aid in improving existing libraries, starting now libraries where needed, 

S romoting co-operation between libraries, providing library service where local servioe 
I impracticable etc., ani there miy bo a co-ordinating body like an All India League 
of Library Commissions. Again we must see how far it is practicable to introduce 
the system of travelling libraries and the system of '-package libraries” which have 
been highly successful in America. Another urgent line of development is the pro- 
vision of library facilities for children. In America sometimes a separnied room is 
provided for children in the public libraries, and in such libraries as cater for 
children the juvenile circulation amounts to 30 to 50 p, o. of the total. It is interest- 
ing to note that as much as one quarter to one-third of the total book fund is consi- 
dered a reasonable proportion which may be devoted to children's needs. We must 
see how far our public libraries in the cities are in a position to provide such a 
children's servioe. 

I should not expatiate at great length on matters that are going to receive the 
attention of experts from all parts of the land congregated in this hall this afternoon. 
To them I extond, on behalf of Delhi, Old and New, a most hearty- welcome. Iliey 
have an arduous session before them and £ fervently hope that their deliberations 
will bear frnit and make this Conference a landmark in the liistory of the library 
movament in India. The presence of Sir Qirija Shankar Bijpai whu has. inspite of 
the numerons demands on his time, kindly consented to open the Conference, is a 
angary lor its snooess. A message from a person of his wide outlook, erudition and 
oultoxe will no doubt be au inspiratiou to us all and direct the activities of this Con- 
fareooo and of the AU-lndia Library Association along channels of ever-inoreaslng 
uaefulaesB. 


TAe Opening Address 

The following is the text of the opening address delivered by Sir Girifa Shankar 
Bajpai 

The language oonvention oomes readily to a man's lips on oooasions like this. 
However, the conventional phrase is not necessarily insinoore. That, I assure you^ 
ia true of my expression of thanks for the bouenr of being asked to open your 
proceedings. Bat I confess that the reason for yonr choice of me is not evident, at 
least, to me. I only hope that the selection has not been influeoced by the inaugural 
role that I have played at one or two oonferences in recent years ; the reputation of 
a professional usher ia words is not one that I particuiary merit or oovet. 

Possibly the inclusion of the leading ‘Libraries' in the snbjeots dealt with in the 
Department of Bduoatioo, Health and Lands has misled you into the belief that I am 
competent to speak about them. If, so, disillusion will swiftly come to you. The 
real expert amongst us may, on oooasion, vicariously adorn his fiats. But if you 
will prefer emeteurs to experts, you must not grumble at the consequenoes. 

M me say at onoe that of the technique of Library organisation and manage- 
ment which are, I believe, the main concern of your Assooiatioo, 1 am completely 
tanoraat I have a few books of my own ; such of them as have so far escaped 
me attntloiis of Delhrs unbiqnitons and imperishable hordes of white-ants, are 
■C^ed impoaingly, for six months every year, on shelves in such rooms of the 
Boose gs have space for these somewhat bulky articles of domestic furniture. 
Bsyoad orsating in kindly or credulous visitors and guests a false imprebSton of 
deep and diverse resding on my part, they serve no useful purpose. Let me add, in 
thaf. I Mgt no judgment on the fine ethical poiot whether what is false 
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1 SBu^ only plead in self-defence that the decetptful play is the 

__ little in the past and read less now, I have always 

. The Bight of books, in mass, whether huddled togetlmr 

of a fohob^B study or Impressively marshalled on lofty shelves, as 


omidiiroKk of m obildren. 

thoQgh I may have read 
^ StecMaa ia CtewiM. It 
m mo oe n to ahm of a loholar's s 
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in well*oared libraries, pablic or private, fills me with lively pleasure. It serves as 
ao iDspiration, fleeting it is trae, and therefore fruitless, but keen and joyful while 
it lasts, to explore the rich and limitless kingdom of the mind. 

Now 1 am sure that the experience is not peculiar to me. There must be thou- 
sands like me and many amongst even the unlettered in whom the desire for this 
kind of satisfaction slumbers for lack of stimulus. Curiosity is not only the founda- 
tion of knowledge. It is, in varying degrees no doubt, one of the universal human 
cravings. The psychologist will probably tell you that there are different kinds of 
curiosity ; ultimately all curiosity is mental and I think it will not be too much to 
claim that the great majority of us seek an answer to their questionings in what 
others have thougiit aud observed and recorded. Civilised man tends more and 
more to seek knowledge in books. Hence the need for Libraries. 

But it is not only for the satisfaction of Man’s intellectual and spiritual curiosity 
that libraries are useful. Our democratic world would regard the fulfilment of such 
a purpose alone as imlemocratic ; the aristocracy of the mind is no more poinilar 
than the aristocacy of wealth or of birth. Happily, the lihr.irian can ask f)r 
support for his movement on Its strictly utilitarian merit : libraries are such a us jful 
aia to every kind of reformer, political, social, economic. Wliother one seeks to 
eduoate an electorate in the use of the vote to decide some important public issu-*, 
or to promote some measure of social change, or to increase the industrial or agri- 
oultnral output of some unit of the community, the appeal of the printed wori is 
coming to be recognised, oven in countries wliero literacy is backward, as being, 
perhaps, the most powerful, because its effects endure longest. The French saving th it 
what is written remains, while what is spoken flies, expresses an indubitabl-.' truth. 
That is why neither tlic nevvsjiaper nor that rerairkable invention, the radio, 
threaten the permanence of the library as an instnimcnt of education. The or!ii>r 
two, in spite of their wilder range, are likely to prove ephemeral in effect. IndojJ, 
even newspapers find a permanent homo only in reference libraries ! 

Your Association, 1 gather from reports of past sessions, has dooe much, during 
its short existence, to disseminate information about tho s<Montiric orgiiisation of 
libraries, to collect and publish kiiowledgo of the resources of import int libraries iu 
India, to press their claims to expansion aud to trai i librarians. Tiicsc are useful 
activities and deserve wide support. Hut 1 have a feeling tliat your main aim will 
not prosper until there is a keener and more general a])pro;iaiiou iu the country of 
the practical utility of libraries. That is the justification of my immediately prece- 
ding remarks. Both Oovernmuits aud people have to bo taught that libraries are 
not merely workshops of the professional scholar, haunts of ref.reatiou for the cul- 
tured, a somewhat contemptible moans of ostentation for the m tiiveaux riches or 
dusty and unused additions to civic amenities. They may bo all these aud yet rhey 
are more ; they are potential homes of light for the" multitude, both young and old. 

Oarlyle’s well-known epigram that the true University is the Library is true of 
the modern world, but is not particularly so of India. Even if our seats of learning 
were multiplied a hundredfold, tho vast majority of our people could not make use 
of them. Not all of them have the aptitude for higher education aud few can 
afford the cost in money and time. The hard struggle of life draws now and will 
always continue to draw millions to work, before tliey have mastered even the rudi- 
ments of literacy. But though lessons may cease, mmds do not cease growing, noi 
man's^need for applied knowledge. That is tho whole justification for mass education 
■ and libraries will probably be its most effective instrument. It is true that to the 
illiterate 'hbraries can be of nc more value than the glory of tho visible world to tho 
i blind. Bat it is the: hope of eve^ one of us that evil of illiteracy will be strenuously 
and persistently attacked until it disappears. Those engaged in tho battle •have 
therefore, to look ahead and to realise that tho end of illiteracy will mark the beginning 
•of a universal demand for libraries -, not institutions like tho Bodleian at Oxford or 
the great congressional Library at Washington in the U. S. A. —these are mainly 
meant for the advanced stndout and the specialist— but small colloctions of simple 
books, suited to tho intelligence and interests of the industrial worker in the town 
and the peasant in the couatryside. It is because mass education and libraries of 
the modest and popular type that I have described are so intimately link^ that I 
venture to suggest that provincial departments of Education should pay special atten- 
tion to their organisation and development. In this respect, your Association can^ little 
more than prooiadm the need or assist in the formulation of plans. The execution of 
those plans is Uie function of public authority which alone haa the resources and 
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the iMwer to carry them oat But you woald be doioa a national serTloe if you 
oowd, 'by poitioadity of effort make this vital oonnoction between libraries and popular 
edneation •part of the common currency of ediioatioual tliou;;ht. Onoe the link be- 
comes patent tlie demand for a systematio diffusion of libraries throughout the land 
will until it becomes frrcsistiblo. 

And now, gonClemen, this discursive, and inconsequent, catharsis must oomo to an 
end. Your time, if mot mine, is valuable and must not be wasted. I wish full suo- 
cess fo your public spirited endeavour. I am not unconscious that, although you are 
inspired by a high purpose, many look iqion you as well-meaning visionaries or 
worse etill, seekers alter riflv*s. Lot not the pity or contempt of these superior per- 
sons depress you ; the start of many great moveraonts had boon hampored bv indi- 
fference or ridicule. Tlie lonely sowor of seed in a valley on a windy day is often an 
object of amusement to gay and glittering cavalcales that pass along the highway, 
where would tho cavalcade be, if the sowi«r's labour did not yiedd the harvest that 
sustains life and makes ga'ety iiossihio V Work in tlu spirit of the lonely sower. 


The Presidential Address 

Tho following is tho full text of the Presidential Adiross of Dr, Wali 
Mohammad-.^ 


During the short period of its Gxistoricc, tho Indian Library Association has esta- 
blished two traditions : the first is of having ns its president a person who has had a 
closo personal kuowlclgo of libraries and tlioir alminis^r itlon, and tho second of 
asking a person with special personal distinction in public life or In any field of 
learning to opentlie sessions of tho CoriftM enoo and thus secure important pronouuoe- 
monts on topics of wide and general interests. On previous occasions most of the 
important subjects connected with the aims and objects of tho Conference have been 
ably and clearly discussed. For iny choice of a subject, I have decided to speak of 
a few tliiniis to which I have given close thought aal wMiicIi might even invite 
criticism from lertaiu quarters. 

1 think we all agree that tlio library movemont is ono of tho most important of 
recent social developments and that the u<d lal and potential value of libraries is IQ 
.ns.set of primary importance to a civilised community. It may, perhajis, prove 
impossible to maintain in these tim*>s of Ilux and rapid changos any demouratio 
institutions without adopting m-Miis for iho onligliteumont of tho people and improv- 
ing their social and cultural idea's. 

A library under niodcru conditions should be rog.ardel as the brain-oontre of 
every community ministering ti the intellecnul, spiritinl, social, cultural and prac- 
tical needs of man, woman and cliil 1. 

Libraries in olden days were merely 'I 'positorit s of national literature and archives, 
the use of which was restriett'd to the imooriai hoU'iolioIJ, the occicsiastiqs. State 
olTicials or tluj learned. .\I1 sb)ro-liousos of books, of records and of material were 


reserved for tho use of tlio privileged f*!W and tho public rarely had nay noom to 
them. All this has change 1 and tho aims, functions and purposes of libraries have^booa 
redefinoi. It is now uiiivorsally accepted that tho objects of a library are not only 
to afleemble and jireserve books and related materials as special collections but, 
through stimulation and guidanct*, to promote the free use of books and . thus provide 
an indispensable agency in the education .and rocoust ruction of a country^, 

The ideal of bouk-picservation lias given place to the ideal of 5® 

aim of every library is to make tho maximum number of suitable h®ok8 available 
cheaply, efficiently and quickly to the maximum number of readers and thus g®tde 
the aevelopment of all suctions of tho commanity. Bat the strong tradition of book- 
collecting for purposes of preservation and aimiration as objects of art and rare 
collections still lingers in many quarters and the outlook both of the autboritiee 
maintaining the libraries an 1 of those who administer them is to treat libraries in 
the same way as they would treat a museum containing fossils or antiquities. It 
may be more profitable to wander into a cemotry and road some epitaphs there 
than to look at books behind close 1 doors or glance at thorn thi;ough glass panes. ^ 

One institution for the whole of India an i perhaps one bhrary in each province 
should, apart from book circulation, aim at book-collecting and book-pros jrvaiion and 
should possess as many hoiks as possib'e on all braiclies of knowledge and Ibus 
serve all workers in tho country or the provinces. • r .. 

While Urge fuDds and siwcial grants would bo reqaire.! for r«W'^ 

tiona in foreign languages) all provincial publications could bo aci|uired without any 
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difficulty. The Indian Library Association has made definite suggestions about 
creating Copyright Libraries in each province. Whon it is realised that according to 
the Book Registration Act every publisher is required to deliver three copies of 
every published work to the LcKsal Government it seems easy to arrange that one of 
them may be transferred to any one of the Provincial Libraries which may function 
as the Copyright Library of the Province and another copy to the Central Institution 
which should servo the whole of India. 

It will be seen that the proposal can be put into practice if the Local and 
Central Governments undertake a very simple legislation with the sole object of 
creating national libraries. 

Perhaps an example from Soviet Russia which resembles our country in its 
vastness, its mass illiteracy and its lack of funds might be interesting and even 
instructive. The Soviet Government, by a decree, has created a system by which 
each of the thirty-seven libraries in the Union receives a copy of every bool^ periodical, 
newspaper, map, chart and item of music published either in their respective Repub- 
lic or in the other Republics of the Union, while four large libraries receive two 
copies of everything published. The library system has a definite place in the plan- 
niog programme and the number of libraries to be built and the number of books to 
be added are just as much an Integral part of it as the building of new factories and 
new power-houses. 

I believe the picture is now complete. Each district coordinates the work of all 
the libraries situated in it and each province has its own Copyright Library which 
serves as a regional library embracing and cooperating with all the libraries situated 
in the province. Each of these regional libraries is connecti^d in its turn with the 
central library which coordinates the work of locating books and faeilitates inter- 
borrowing by means of union catalogues, indexes etc. ... 

Perhaps you too, like me, visualiso a National Central library situated in this 
ancient and imperial city supported by a large niimbor of departmental and facial 
libraries and helped by the young and promising University of Delhi, fnnetioning 
as the centre for outlier and regional libraries situated in the town, in the provinces, 
and spread over the length and breadth of India, lending a helping; hand to them all 
and supplying the needs of all who cannot get what they require in their own home 
libraries. 


As new libraries are being established and the old ones are allowed to grow up, 
large sums are being spent on building up collections bu** their direction and control 
are completely ignored. Any person who is not wholly illiterate is regarded ^ 
ble for the post of a librarian. Indeed many an appointing authority regards libra- 
rians as mere caretakers and consequently expect neither professional nor specie 
qualifications from thorn. 1 know of a Public Library in a large town which carried 
on its work for nearly twenty years without any iiroper accession registers, without 
any catalogues, without any accounts bjoks arm without any stocktaking. This 
library was in receipt of an annual grant of over Rs. 10,000. . 

It is not realised that it is the librarian who really makes the library the living 
organism that it should be, and that in order to achieve this, his qualifications 
cannot be too high. His is a constantly expanding ideal and in order to be succoss- 
ful, he must keep pace with the developments in all branches of knowledge as well 
as in library technique. It is evident that botli the standard of qualifications and 
the entent of experience essential in a person responsible for the administration oi a 
library have to be very high. The Indian Library Association has as one of its 
objects the improvement of tho status of the librarians and has taken steps to en- 
courage the institution of training courses in various centres w’ith the object of 
providing trained and qualified librarians. . . xi. i 

la At present such courses are being conducted by tlio Punjab and tho Madras 
Universities and by the Imperial Library at Calcutta, ^ while the Universities of Aii- 
gaih, Lucknow and Bombay are considering tho insritution of such training 
It is interesting to note that the Sapru Oomraittoe on Unemployment suggested 
that classes in library training should be started for relieving unemployment among 


UlD DUUvIlColl Ulllo9C0i • , |.« • 

Though all types of libraries were approached with a view to provide librarians 
already employed by them with facilities for receiving the necessary training ^d to 
encourage the employment of qualified librarians in future, the response, though 
satisfactory in some quarters, is somewhat discouraging from others and spwialiy 
from government departmental libraries and the universities and their amiUaten 
colleges. 
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Bdors' librtrj tnloing olmn are extanoad it la worth while enqmriiif if thm 
la iMB OBoegh for aooh trained librariaoa, aid whether the employera are prepared 
to glee then prefhrenoe over ontraioed pereona. The aitaation with re|purd to unm- 
ploymeot wotud not be any easier by haring an army of trained libranana to when 
no enplojmeat oan be foond. 

Then there is another matter which deaerrea year attention. There ahonM be 
aome well defined minimnm qualification, some kind of uniformity in the trainiu. 
imparted, some eqnaliaation of eouraea and their length and aome eqairalenoe^ 
alandarda aohierel by persona trained at varions centres and the dij^omaa granM 
by them should bare a definite ralue. For this purpose, the India library Aaaooia- 
tion abould take the neceasary initiatire and oo-ordinata the work of different train- 
ing oentrea. In this connection' it should be noted that courses extendinr orer a 
few weeks or months cannot hare much yalue. In Germany the qnalifloattona 
neoeaaary for a paid post in a library are two years rolnntary work in a publio 
library and one and half years* attendance at a library aohool where the litfrary exa- 
mination should be passed. 

In these days when the extreme porerty of the country is mciaily emphasised 
and the imperatire need for economy confronts erery pubiio body and erery 
private institution and when the threats of a salary-out ate keeping many of us 
awake at nights, the need of utilising our resouroea to the best adrantaga and< of 
avoidiiig all unneoeasary waste is very great indeed. 


Very few libraries can bay all the hooka which they are aakad to. Moat of the 
lihra iea wonld naturally try te provide atudents* test-books, ch^ books, popular 
hooka and boohs of refereuce like diotionanea* and enoyolopmdiaa, hut^ 
valiiable boots, utou iBuripCB, hooka on highly apeoialist subjeota, out-of-ptiot boots, 
foreign hooka and back volumes of periodioaia will be beyond their maoh. 

Moat of you who are eonneeted with University Libraries know that whw i 
grant it idlecalfad for the purohase of books and periodicals, the It^gar proporaM 
goes to the periodicals. Mew soiencea are- being created and highly apjoienm 
periodioaia are heiag staxfced on fresh subjects or on a partioolar branch of an « 
aeience. The teaij^atioa to anbaoribe to all periodioaia Is vary great m waeg 
this is partially satisAed, this ia immediately foUowad by a demand to ba« 
voluaMs of tho same periodioaia which being out-of-print oan to had eniy m 
exorbitent prices. It ia asserted that teaching and research work oanm be 
carried on owing to the lack of theso poriodicals or highly Bpeoialiaed wprlw. Wot 
only Profasaors of our Universitioa but even the Uaryersity librarians In BngiaM 
have made a fetish of periodicals and have given rise to a fear which la sbaraa 
by oven the University Grant Gommittee of Great Britain. And yet Ibeie veiy 
bank vokimoe or works may be lying idle In a neighbouring libranr, and could to 
eonenlted iuat for the askiug. Just think what large sums would be Muired u 
all the Important journals in one or two subjoots alone, say Physios or (^emulry, 
together with their hick volumes for at least fifteen or twenty years had to to 

purohaaed by five University Khraries altnated in one aiimle provinoe and wlyn 
the whole burden falls upon one Local Government whioh 
financing them all ! Are all the resources and the 

special institutions as Qoverameot of India Rwordi Office (Dellu), «• to wiM 
Institute of Agriculture (Delhi), the Imperial Forest Reaearoh li ffltnt# (^ ra 

Dun), the Indian Institute of Soienoa (Bangalore), the ^ologwal, Zootogeai art 
Botaoioal Barveya of India (Calcatta) and the Imperial Library (Oaleiittgto 
reserve for the use of a few Qoverniiieat officials and a few priviiegea Berena bm 
not iBade available to others ? We all like to have the ooUaction of MBBfirt 

periodioaia within our reach so that we may consult them by merely ilwffiiBin| 

oat oar arm. But imsgine what woodorfnl results could bo achieved •MIMB 
rail eoooomy oan to eflbotad by intor-boi rowing and- what uuneceaaary dByffiMHB 
and waste ooBld be avoided by a little cooperation. 


Library oooperatien in one form or Mother » fopnd in all Jg gRjg: 

In Franeo boobara lent from one Univeijfty , to another by virtno of a minl M^ 
deoree. In Germany the librariei are admmiatared on uniform Ho” 
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lay choice, ^ .samo could be .procured from Berlia or Heidelberg or Yieeiu 
within a conplo of days. In i England the reader’a choico its no loiter limited to 
those -books which hniipen to be on his own shelves. Through his local libcary 
he is now able to draw upon the rnational book-stock and there is hardly aay 
book, however rare and expensive, which he cannot obtain if he will only take 
tlie troiibie to ask for it. It ia amaziog to find that with the help of the National 
Central Libraty, the humblest read^T can now draw upon .more than 21 million 
books in librariis of all kinds thionghout the land and no cost other than tliat 
ofopostago. If the National Central liAbrary cannot obtain a wanted foreign book 
in the British Isles, it will, upon request, make euquiiies from foreign libraries 
for it. 

Tlie Librarians* roiifercnce at Lahore, the Inter-UniTererty Board and the 
Indian Library As.so<;iati(3ri have all recoaimeinl nl this interborrowing of books, 
blit little progress Ins been made in giving offi'ct to the sebeme so ablv worked 
out by the Indian Library Association. Is this duo to tiio apathy of the individual 
librarians wli » still buy tlioir colleitions :in'l budieve in the old idea of being 
distributors id books V Or is it due to tJie apathy of the M.anaging Committees 
and Kxeciitivo Councils who arc unwilling Jo change tiicir rules and regulations 
and i->elievc in reserving their eollectiotis for tboir own members or subscribers 
and, tliough *t]tov give assent to tinise proposals in Conferences, disallow them 
wlien they are discus.sed by their own Committees ? 

Somo time ago, I wa.s engaged in proparing a Directory of tho Libraries in the 
United Provinces and what stiiiuk mo iiDsrt was the financial handicap, tli«9 insuffi- 
ciency and even the absence of trained jicrsonnel and tho complcio absence of 
standardisation lO'f library* pr.aetico.s. However important it may be to have a good 
collection of books, a good building, n goi>l cAlaloguo, a good .'irrangement ou shelves, 
there is nothing so important as the use whk'h is male by tho persons for whom 
the Library is meant. The whole technique of librariauship should be directed to the 
achievement of this final result. 

All of ns would ugn^e that a library should be properly housed, should not be- 
come a museum or a pawn-bioker's shop or a bookstall. It should provide all the 
amenities for work and researoli, books should be carefully classified and properly 
cataUgued .and the arrungomeut on shelves should be couvenieut and sidentific as\d 
Bervice should l»e prompt and courteous. But the real test ji$ the extent to whicli 
your service to tlie reader has supfilied all he wants, lor his iiiformatioo, scholarship, 
research, culture or mere recre.'ilion. 

Are you really interested in reaching the groat percentage of population which 
does not* for one reason or another make use of tho library ? Are you striving to 
make the service of eveu a small library fruitful over a wide area ? 

Another feature of the present state of libraries which struk mo was the appealing 
ignoraiK'O of tlie functions of the librarian among those responsible fur the condiuh 
and those in iininmliate charge of the libraries. A Judge or an eminent lawyer may 
be an authority on matters legal but not ou libraries. No ono would dream of en' 
trusting either* the conduct or tho decision of a law-suit to a librarian, yet it is 
quite common to find the conduct and control of tho libraries ontriisted to momhers 
of the Bench and the Bar. 

Even tho education dopartmoiits of the I^cal and Central Governments lack tech- 
nical and specialised knowledge and there is no one to act as their adviser. It will 
be interesting to find out what use the Central and the Ia)ci 2 Oovernments have 
made of the Library Associations alreiuly in existence and if they have referred any 
problems to them or if they have uvea recognised tlicin as n.mnnio<i for supplying 
otcessary information and advice. 

Should not all the departments interested in education, rural uplift and nniversal 
mass awakening have state advisers who could undertake the survey of library condi- 
tions and give advice regarding library buildings, book selections, cataloguing, book 
circulation, discarding of old and stale books, the balancing of departments and a 
score of other problems connect&i with library administration and particularly the 
looiftioa of libraries and their scope and the distribution of funds ? 

A most useful form of library-pnblici^ work would appear to be the holdii^f of 
library-exhibitions and book-fairs citlier in connection with Conferences, Convocations, 
annual meetings or other suitable occasions. Such an exhibition will foenss attention 
upon the libraries, popaltrise the library movement and bring home in a ooocrete 
form the benefits to be derived from books. It will make a direct appeal to the eye, 
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which is the moot foroefol way of aaouriog ioterest. It wilt also brios ioto relM 
the local resoaroes and boal defioieaotea and impress iipoa both th) authorities aai 
the pablio the needs of the locality and direct attention on the ways of supplying these 
needs. It may enoouriKe private oolleotors to eahibit tholr oollecUons or even to part 
with some of them lot the benefit of the. larger public. Just imagine the effect on 
a person who oan view and inspect at leisure monographs, gift books, juvenile 
books, illustrated books, reference books and books on subjects in which ho or cJie is 
specially iutorestoi. The exhibition should cover not only books, periodicals, rare 
and valuable manuscripts etc. etc. bnt also aids to libra rianship, such as library 
furniture, appliances ana requisites. 

As I have said above, the modoru librarian believes that he should Rod a reader 
for every book on his shelves and provide a book for ovory loidHr in liis community 
and that he should in all oaisos bring the book and its reader together. This is done 
by giving greater facilities in the lending of b^oks for homo use, froe acoess to 
shelves, cheerful and pleasant surroutiiings, rouns for spoci il collections, space for 
rasearch faciiitio.s, adequate lighting .nnl ventilation, coperation with other libraries, 
longer hours of opening, more iweftil c.italMgue.s. tho oi^rension of branch library sys- 
tems, the provision of travelling libraries, the coordination of work through futures 
and exhibits, the immense assistance rendered by photography and the films and now 
by tho radio, the attached museums and many other activities which cliaractcrise a 
modern library. 

What is being done to toacli tho students and the publir in the arts of reading 
and in methods of using a library ? No library can discharge Its iunctious properly 
if its contents are not fully appreciated and properly utilised. What steps are taken 
even in the University Libraries in familiarising readers with tho library arts, the 
uses of catalogues, indexes and bibliographies, the meaning of classifioation and above 
all the functions and scopes of books of reference ? Is it not the time that tba 
Universities realised the imiiortmce of library instruction and instituted a apeoial 
course of lectures on the methods of using the library ? 

Would I be inviting your criticism if not actual disiHiproval when I say that, 
with very few exceptions, in most of our Jibraries there is no oontaot between the 
reader and the library staff and the reader receives little or no help from the staff, 
and no autboriative advice on whatever phase of a subject he may be interested in. 
Readers are too dilHdoiit to make enquiriu.s and the library staff either too ignorant, 
or too careless to answer them. It has been often suggested that all important 
libraries should provide one or more Keferenoe Assistants or readers’ advisers who 
could ronder direct and sy.stematiG a.ssistaaue to researchers and studonts, acquaint 
them with the resources of tho library and familariso every reader with the use of 
reference books ; in short answer all enquiries which require searching among books 
periodical literature and official reports. 

In a coiinfry where more than 80 per oent of the population depends upon agri 
culture and whero illiteracy is perhaps tho greatest, no one can overlook the vita 
and immediate need of rural uplift and of mass education. 

Various experiments launched out for providing primary education for the OMsses 
at enormous cost have olearly demonstrated that the menuy spuut on elementary 
education will be largely wasted if steps are not token to prevent the sabsequeaf 
widespread lapse into ifliteracy. 

A primary edneation, lasting for a period of three or four years, is followed by 
absence of ail suitable facilities for continuing thi.s o<Jucatiua with the help of books 
and other appliances and, as all farther formal education is generally beyond their 
raaoh, all the money, labour and time spent, is practically wasted and with passage 
of time there is no difference between an illiterate person and oae who has had no 
farther opportunities than those obtained in tho primary school. One sure way of 
preventing this relapse to illiteracy is the provision of rural and travelling libraries. 
It will not be a Bound policy to spend orores on elementary education and to refute 
a few lakhs for providing the only moans by which primary education can oontinue 
and be of a lasting nature. 

What position do vernacular books oocupv In our libraries ? If you visit a 
German or a JFrench library, you will find that Knglisii books arc treated as foroign 
books just in the «*"*** way as in an English library a German or a Freo(;b book 
would be treated as a foreign book. As English has been and is the medmoi of 



400 THE ALL IKBU LIBRARY CONFEBERCE [ deihi^ 

instruction in our schools and colleges, our collection of books, our methods of 
classtficatioo and cataloguing etc., have been devise! for handling books in the 
Eogliah Language. It is a pity that our libraries possess very poor oolloctions of 
bows in the Indian languages, principally, due to the paucity of works in these 
langnages. Various librarians adopt different methods of classi^ing and cataloguing 
Oriental works and, though an attempt has been made by the ludiaa Library Asso- 
oiation to evolve a nniform and standardised method, very little has been achieved 
so far. 

I cannot leave off the question of vernaculars without referring to a few points 
which appear to me to be of vital importance. First, our vernaculars are very poor 
both in standard works and works for the general reader. No mass education or 
adoit education is possible without educating the community by means of its mother 
tongue and supplying ail essential information and knowledge in its vernacular. Some 
of tne so-called books in the vernacular languages are of no value and are not fit for 
any library. We should all encourage the publication of books of real value and 
merit The second thing is that most books in the vernacular languages are printed 
on poor paper, in poorer type with uncut pages and without any cover or binding. 

Books should be beautifully printed and artistically bound. They should reveal 
the contents from their attractive appearance and make a direct appeal to the pros- 
pective purchaser and the reader. 

The general standard of book-production specially in vernaculars Is very low 
indeed and, as you know, is it not always due to the faot that these books are 
intended to be sold at low prices to the people who cannot afford to pay higher 

E rices. The late Sir Syed Ross Masood used to say that some years ago he searched 
igh and low for a decent edition of Diwan-i-Ghalib to be presented to a European 
scholar and could not find any which ho could present without feeling ashamed of 
the fact that the works of one of the greatest poets wore so badly printed in bad 
type on very inferior paper and without any binding. Happily this deficiency is now 
removed, hMt what about the works of other well-kaowu authors ? 

Is it too much to expect that the librarians could do something to raise tlie 
standard of book-printing and book-production in our vernaculars ? 

And, lastly, there is a crying need of boiks on subjects of general interest by 
standard authors. Think of tbo scores of library-series in the English language and 
the remarkable books one can buy for half a crown, a shilling and now even for six 
pence ! The more good books are produced in our own vernaculars, the more will 
be done for the education of India. 

Many among tom are no doubt aware of the difftcully experionced owing to the 
absence of reliable and efficient booksellers. Very few bookseller carry any stocks 
or possess means of tracing and locating a book. How often many of you have 
wanted to consult a catalogue of Indian publications and have been disappointed at 
finding none ? As regards prices you have simply got to rely upon the particular 
booksellers through whom books are ordered. Is it not time that booksellers and 
publishers wern invited to our Conferences and made to oo-operate with us by 
taking part in our deliberations ? 

I have tried to show that if libraries are the brain-centres of a civilised society, 
then library service is the blood-stream to make it grow and prosper. It is as 
essentia! to have excellent and complete collections cf books properly housed and 
properly arranged^ as it is to bring them within the reach of milliom instead of the 
privileged few. For a good and efficient library- service, a good librarian is necessary 
tlio librarian must be properly trained and occupied for his task. Reference- 
assistants and readers’ advisers are as necessary for instruoting the readers 
as state advisers for enlightening those in autbority. While a few central 
libraries are essential, many others should avoid unnecessary duplication and 
waste, by means of mutual co-operation and by interborrowing. Some sort of 
effective publicity is also needed Efforts should be made to encourage better output 
of vernacular books and the standards of printing and book-production should be 
raised. More bibliographies and union eataio^es, more provincial and regional library 
associations and more frequent oonferenoes will bring better understanding and better 
inter-change of ideas. 

The Indian Library Aesooiaiion has already done much to bring home the impor- 
tance of Library xnAvement, Library cooperation «nd Library training. It has hdp^ 
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univendtieB of oars have tonohed no more than the oatermoat fringe of the neat 
mass mind, and even that contact is of the lightest, bereft as it is of all vitality in 
passing through its foreign covering. Wherefore, far behind the other Sa^rn 
nations in which the call to awake has been heard, lags India in regard to self- 
respMt awakened in the light of self-knowledge. 

On behalf of writers in Bengali, and for myself, I would claim that we have been 
engaged in the work of implanting modern culture in the heart of my country. 
This spontaneous activity of ours has long been ignored by our University, irhioh 
never invited its co-operation for it used to look down on our work as something 
different in kind from its own. 

The gulf between the two was first bridged by Sir Asutosh when he made bold 
to bestow a doctorate on this humble writer in Bengali. Great was the daring 
required to do this, for the exclusiveness of the artifical aristooraoy of English 
learning had become a deep-rooted tradition. But vidiant Sir Asutosh felt no qualms 
in deliver!^ such blow against this aristocratic pride entrenched in a foreigu 
language. fi[e first sent this friendly greeting to his mother-tongue from the tep of 
the University tower and then followed it up, with cautious skill by oarving a 
channel below, through which the Bengali language could fiow into its preoinots. 
That channel has now been widened by his worthy son and suooessor, for which 
our present Yioe-Chanoellor deserves the blessings of his mother land. 

¥ot me. a writer in the vemaoular, nnimrified by the university rites of initiation, 
Sir Asutosh first broke one of its unwritten laws ; and one more knot of their bonds 
has now been cut by his son in inviting me, that same academic outoaste, to address 
you in our own language. This shows that a veritable change of climate has oome 
over our educational world in Bengal and the dry branch that had withered at the 
wintry touch of Western influence is now festively putting forth fresh foliage. 

Elsewhere in India, another university has recently been seen to make the attempt 
to use as its medium of instruction the language, if not of the people as a whole, at 
least of considerable section of them, and its authorities have already achieved a 
marvellous success. This unexpected fulfilment of such hitherto unheard of idea, 
is doubtless for them a thing to glory in. But the present ambition of Calontto 
University has for its large objective the whole of its countrymen. Though some of 
the limbs of our Bengali-speaking province have been out asunder by the hatohet of 
of its rulers, this gesture of our University still amounts to proclaiming its recogni- 
tion of the language of 50 millions as its own. By thus honouring its own country 
this University stands honoured. And to the memory of the great Sir Asutosh who 
heralded the advent of this auspicious day, 1 offer on behalf of us all our respectful 
salutation. 

1 am aware that latterly a bitter protest has gone forth from the Eastern world 
against the claim to greatness of European oivilisation and culture. It is doubtless 
advancing at a great rate in the accumulation of material wealth, but the greatness 
of man is not in his outward possessions. The greed, rapacity and political trickery 
that emanate from the Western powers ruthlessly to trample under foot the rights 
of weaker countries, have never before in the history of man, been seen in such 
fearsome shape. Man has never been able in the past to give his unbridled passions 
such monstrous proportions, such skillful^ undefeatable efficiency. That has become 
possible for the West to-day because of its command of science. 

When in the b^inning or middle of the Nineteenth Century we made our first 
acquaintance with European oivilisation, our joy and admiration freely went out to it 
in the belief that it had oome into the world animated with a genuine respect for man 
as man ; we feit certain that truth, devotion, justice and goodwill towards men were 
its essential characteristics ; we thought that it had taken on itself the duty of free- 
ing mankind from every kind of external and internal bondage. But, as the years 
went by, within the short span of our own lifetime, we have seen this love of 
hnmanitj, this sense of justice, growing feebler and feebler, till at last there is left 
no oivihsed Court of Appeal where the plaint of the persecuted against the powerful 
oppressor has any chance of being heard on the ground of righteousness. 

The one famous sponsors of this oivilisation are now devoting all their intellect 
and wealth to produce in human engines of destruction to rend and maim one another. 
Booh mutual mistrust, such mort il terror, between man and man, no other age has 
ever witnessed. The firmament above man’s work-a-day woild, from which comes 
his light, through which is heard his oaU to liberation, is now murky with the 
dlost raised by continual conflict, thick with the germs of mortal death. 
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. old oivilisatiaas of old, of which we have atiU preserved the memorr, 

onieily s^ove with all their powers to keep this higher region olear and nndefiled, 
Its pare light anobstracted. Sach endeavour is now-a-days scoffed at by the modern 
UDbehevers in eternal Truth and right. Such objective is deemed utterly unworthy of 
ue uppermost exploiting nations who plume themselves on being predestined 
by nature cruelly to overwhelm the earth with their domination. The whole Western 
continent trembles under the mad wardance of their oivilisatio*i, now intoxicated with 
insatiable greed. With what faoos, then, am I to expatiate on the merits of the 
ciutare in which the expedient is thus divorced from the good, of the civilisation 
which is thus staggering, bemused towards its. own destruction ? 

But in the history aud literature of this same civilisation, have we not, one dayi 
seen its true love for Man ? Wliat if it is now mocking its own higher self I 
cannot dismiss the signs of its greatness of heart that .we have seen, as an illusory 
mirage ; 1 will not say that the brilliance of its riso was false, and that it is the 
darkness of its debasement which is true. Civilisation has, on many an occasi^ n, 
taken false steps, proved untruo to itself, repudiated its own supreme gift to 
humanity. We have beheld the same unfortunate lapses in ear own country, as 
well as outside it. In every chapter of history the glory of humanity has had its fall. 
But whenever some invaluable truth has found expression in any shape or form, it 
has won the allegiance of mankind, even when standing on the rubbish heaps of its 
deoa>ed outward magniflceace. 

Europe has provided the world with the gifts of a great!' culture —had it not the 
power to do so, it would never have attained its supremacy. It has given the 
example of dauntless courage, ungrudging self- sacrifice, it has shown tireless 
energy in the acquisition and spread of knowledge, in the making of institutions 
for human welfare. Even in these days of its self-abasement, there are still 
before us its true representatives who are ready to suffer punishment in their 
fearless protest against its iniquities in their chivalrous championship of its 
victims. They may bo defeated again and again, fer the time, yet in them is to 
be seen the true ideal of their civilization. The inspiration that holds them 
steadfast to their best instincts, through all the outrage and degeneracy around 
them,— that inspiration is the truth dwelling iu the heart of Western civilisation. 
It is from that we have to learn, not from the disastrous self-degradation of the 
modern Western nations. 

To you, young students, who are assembled here to-day prepared to go forth 
through the gate of this University to conq^uer the world borore you, 1 offer my 
oordim congratulations. It is you who will boar the seed of a great promise 
towards its fulfilmeat. 

The sea of humanity around you is tumultuous with high waves of conteudiog 
passions. It is as if the Gods »ud Titaus «aru once again eburning it to raise 
h uma nity from the depths of the departing ago to the shore of the next ,This 
time, also, the churning rope is a sorpeut, the serpent of greed, which is vomitting 
forth its poisou. But as yet, we see no sign of all-bonericeut, doatli-conquering 
Shiva coming to ro.sciio humanity by absorbing tins poisou. 

We in India are on the shore of this terribly turbulent sea of Time. It has 
not been given to us directly to take our share in piloting the world throogli its 
buffetings. But the drag of the maelstrom is upon us from without, and within, 
also, the advancing waves of chaos are beating right and left. Well-nigh insoluble 
probletus rise to coufront our coiiutry. one after another. Commaual separatism 
and dissension are taking menacing shape, polluting the very source of our well- 
being. The solutiou of these problems may not be easy, but if not found, we shall 
descend lower and lower into the abyss. 

There was a time when culture, fellow-feeling and prosperity reigned in our 
villages. Go to them now and you will see the faug marks of the reptile of dissolu- 
tion that bestrides them. Pestifential maladies born of poverty, of physical and men- 
tal starvation, are eating away thoir vitality. It is for us ourselves to think out 
where the remedy lies— but not by means of ignorant imaginings, nor by dint of 
tearfnl ontburst. Defeated you may be but you must vow that defeat shall not come 
by your deserting the helm in fright, ur because you foolishly deem it glorious to 
commit suicide by jumping into the raging waves. 

We are too readily inclined to be sentimental, We cannot arrive at the determi- 
nation to pursue our eudeavour with steady dispassioo. Take up your oouatry's 
burden manfully, in the light of your own intelligence freed from the vagueness of 
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unmlitMS, faoiog md IcQOwiog the folly, the ugliness, the imperfeotions that beset 
you lor mat they really are, exaggerating them according to your particular bias, 
where In fact our fate is every day insulting us, depriving us, hampering us at evey 
turn— 4here to delude ourselves with home-made claims to superiority, is one of the 
wont symptoms of our feebleness of character. 

If you would truly set to work you must begin by realising that the seeds of our 
downfall are within us, deeply imbedded in our character, our society, our habits, our 
unreasoning prejudices. Whenever I see our people seeking to throw the responsi- 
bility for our evil lot on some outside circumstanue, to lay the blame for our iil-suo- 
oess solely on the enmity of some alien party, to remain content with shouting 
their plaints into the unresponsive void, my heart cries out, as did old King Dhri- 
tarashtra : "Then do I despair of victory r' 

The day has oome for us to sally forth against our internal enemies, to deliver 
a massed attack on the age old follies that are the real roots of our misfortune. We 
must raise our own powers out of the slough of tamasic inertness into which they 
have fallen, and we hope to make honourable peace with tlio power of our opponents ; 
otherwise any triioe that we may patch up will be one in which we are bound hand 
and foot in tho chains of beggary mid indebtedness. We can only rouse the best 
in others by meaus of the best in ourselves and iu this best will lie tho welfare of 
both. Full of holes are the vessels into which are oust tho reluctant doles granted 
to the prayers of the weak ; of quioksaud is the foundatiou on which rest the favours 
so obtained. 

Let honour como to me from Thee. 

Through a call to some desporuto task 
In the price of poignant sufferings, 

Lull me not into languid dreams, 

Hhake me out of this cringing in the dust. 

Out of the fetters that shackles our mind. 

Make futile our destiny, 

Out of the unreason that bonds our dignity down 
Under the iudiscriminalo feet of dictators, 

Shatter this age-long shame of ours 
And raise our head 
Id to tho boundless 
In to the generous light. 

In to the air of freedom. 


The Osmania University Convocation 

Tho Osmania University Convocation was held at Hyderabad ( Deccan ) on the 
11th. February 1937. Sir ’’ShaK Sulaiimn, iu the course of his Convocation address, 
observed : 

“Urdu language shall ever remain deeply indebted to the miiiiilicence and 
generosity of His Exalted Highness who has conferred pormauciit benefft on it by 
founding this great institution."’ From the national point of view, ho said, it would 
be an ideal thing if there could bo one single language and one script for the 
whole of India ; out such au ideal was not capable of attainment within a few 
centuries. There was unfortunately considerable controversy In India on account 
of different scripts in use. That bewildering variety was the greatest impediment 
in tbo way of tho uiiificatiou of Indian languages. fJut it was not beyond the 
range of possibility that at some distant ^ future there might be unanimity in 
adopting Reman characters as common script for all Indian vernaculars. Were it 
possible to bring about such a compromise, all diOiculties in the way of a single 
script for the whole of India would be completely ^ removed, even a common 
language could develop in a few generations by ordinary evolutionary process, 
fle added : “Indeed, when the whole world comes to realise bettor the needs of 
mankind for a common language and greater conveniouce of a common script, 
there -may perhaps be some international agreement under the auspices of 
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may spell disaster to your career, and perhaps to an extent not qmte 'apprehended 

^ “No donbt, as yon pass out from this Uniwity, some of you may. have to face^ a 
world of keen competition and a period of long waiting befor su^ess is 
but do not despair of the future. Be firm and resolute, full of hope and inspired 
with ambition, and above all, have oonfidenoe in yourselves, and faith in your oapa- 
olty. Do not forget that there are millions of people in this country in all grades 
of society, ranging from the high to the low and every one cannot expect equal 
prosperity.** 


Tlie Benares Hiodn Uoiversity CoDVOcatios 

In his address to the Convocation of the Benares Hindu University, held at Benares 
on the Zni. March 1937. Sir i/. Viaveivaraya laid emphasis on the devetopment of 
industries. ^Industrialize or perish*, he deolared, ^should be our slogan in future as in 
the progressive west*. Sir if, Viavaavaraya said 

In the deoade ending 1931, the population of India incresed by more than 10 per 
cent It is expected to swell up to 400 million by 1941. The food pn^uotion of 
the country is not keeping pace. The present average monthly iaoome of the inaiim 
people in estimated at about Rs. 6 per head of the population. The inooineM w 
poorer classes falls far below this figure. The trade depression since 11PB9 nas 
reduced agriculturai income and hardened the lot of the rural population, ^ The stan- 
dard of living is so low that, to quote an English author, the table of minimum fooo 
requirements laid down by the Minister of Health for the British umemployed would 
mean unheard-of luxury for the population of India*. The masses in rurw areas 
earn on an average Rs. 2 to 3 per head per month, that is, less than 4 smllings tg 
English money. Rural indebtedness is calculated at about Rs. 250 per family, vver 
70 per cent, of this population live in huts or hovels built of mud Md thatch, in 
the words of a prominent public leader in Bengal, the problem of a square meai 
every day and some kind of coarse cloth to cover nudity is the problem of pro- 
blems which stares us in the face*. , j i 

Since trade depression set in in 1929 unemployment has deepened. *5 

authority in this country have in a sense abolished unemployment and the oojrrors it 
would conjure up if the truth were known by refusing to keep count Another 
gloomy feature in the situation is that nearly a 90 per cent, of the population sull 
remain illiterate and therefore ill-equipped to think ahead and work for their own 
advancement. As a result of these disabilities added to malnutrition, 
life of the Indian is only about half the average age of the European. Dr. N. 1. 
van der Merve, leader of the Free State Nationalists in South Africa, recently made 

a public statement in which he said ; Our natives in South Africa are undouowl- 

ly much better off than 90 per cent, of the population of India... The people live 
mainly in mod huts in which the most elementary he^th rules are unknown...ln(ua 
is still an unhappy country and over its vast population hangs the n.'^nacing oioua 
of poverty, misery and ignorace*. All these statements seem reliable, but 
allowance for possible unconscious exaggeration, if even 75 per cent of what is scatM 
is true, it will be agreed that the situation is intolerable, and a radical, a drastic re- 
form is immediately called for. « . x*. ux v u v.. 

In view of mass poverty and unemployment, our first thought should be Kr 
the poor, and any ameliorative measures taken should be to raise their atandara of 
living and arrest their further degradation. Lifes necessities,, that is, the 
services needed to maintain a normal existence, fall under six heua, namely, xooa, 
closing, housing, education, expenses on social functions, and recrMtion, amusenum^ 
etc., to occupy leisure. We have with us an ignorant, ill-nourifihed and mmOTied 
population. With an inooma of Rs. 2 to 3 per head per month, the li^ng Mudittona 
of the majority of our peasant and wage-mrnlng classeB oannot hut be regraeOM 
precarious in the extreme. In the case of the poor, ednoation is 
The future citizens of this realm are growing^ up in dense ^3®®*^“®® Si 

^nenses on mariiagesi funerals, eto...are excessive and ntinons. I have disonssed the 
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iaoona qiuttioa with iatilligMit fanneiB in Tillages in seTeral parts of the oonntry 
and with nniTaraity profsMrs, eoonomitta and leading hnsiaeas men in some of the 
citfea and distriota noth in Central and Bonthern India. The resolt may be sum- 
aMriaed like this. 

Xafcingjane'lniBared - families in a district, it may be assumed that 2 per cent, of 
them are well-to-do, each family earning on an aTerage Rs. 150 per month, 18 fami- 
lies belong to the middle olass, noth upper and lower, with an average income of Rs. 
76, and 86 families are of the poorer classes who earn Rs. 20 in cities and towns, 
and. Bs. 10 in villages, or an average, of Rs. 11 per head of the entire poorer popu- 
lation. These figures give an average* monthly income of Rs. 25 per family, or Rs. 
60 per head per annum, for the whole country. For bare existence this income 
should be at least doubled, and this doubling will not come about without a plan 
wid an organised big-scale effort. To secure this, fundamental, nay, revolutionary 
changes nre necessary in the administrative and social policies of the country. 

The immediate aim should be to double the income of the poor. This done, the 
income of the two upper classes will autjroatioally increase by at least 50 per cent. 
The main remedies to this end lie in increasing production and service, as will be 
presently explained ; in raising the literacy and skill of the people ! and in launching 
a country-wide scheme of credit facilities to finance farming operations and rural 
business generally. Under modern conditions the standard of living of the people 
and the remedies for unemployment are' becoming more and more the concern of the 
State in progressive ooantries. This should become a prominent feature in this 
oonntry also. 

The area under cultivation in British India is not more than one acre per head 
of the total population. The yearly income from produce at current prices cannot 
be very different from Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 per acre. There is little scope for any 
substantial growth of income from this source. Industries and trade are the real 
want. These common truths should become widely known. The Universities should 
take a hand in propaganda work to open the eyes of the people to the need of this 
great change in their outlook. At the same time correct healthy ideals should be 
impressed upon the common people by means of mass education and by propaganda 
for citizenship training. 

The real source of prosperity of any community is the quantity of ^oods pro- 
duced and the value of services reuderea by its people. The production will be 
from agriculture or industries, and the service, in trade, transport, communications 
and other ocoupations and professions. The prosperity of the country as a whole, 
and indirectiv of the individual citizen, will depend upon the value of goods and 
services produced by the entire population. • 

For a ceotary past, particolarJv in the Dominion of Canada, Hhe number of 
workers required to produce food has been steadily declining from something like 
75 per oent to about 17 per cent at the present time. In the economy of 
Sweden^ we know that . in recent years the number of persons who gain 
their livelihood from agriculture has markedly and steadily diminished, while 
a continuously inoreasing section of the population has come to .be occupied 
in industry, trade and traffic. This is Die general tendency in every country 
for the past 50 years as evidenced by the example of Soviet Russia, Ger- 
many and Japan. India is often spoken of as an agricultural country, but it is not 
made clear to the people that their safety lies is placing more reliance on industries 
and services than on ^riculture. The encouragement of industries is an elementary 
policy in progressive countries Wt its operation is deplorably neglected here. 

The bksis of a sound programme for securing a higher standard of living is a 
steadily rising total production of goods and services. The standard of living in a 
city, town or village and the pnrehasing power of its population will be condition 
ed by its production and service. It is necessary that statistics of production and ser- 
vice should be maintained, as far as it is possible to obtain them, for every residen- 
tial area, (village, town or city) and the production and oonsumption in each area 
estimated and checked from time to time to see whether the area is getting richer 
or poorer. 

For increasing prodnotion in industrial countries, the prime factors employed are 
machinery, organization and capital. Th^situation in this country also calls for extensive 
developments under the same three heads. Measures to this end slmuld be adopted 
both ojr the Government and by public men and business leaders. Organization 
should include co-opeiative enterprise of every kind and particulaily joint-stock 
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companies and propaganda. Farms, factories and shops should be created and 
extended according to local needsi and farming operations industrialized as far as 
possible. 

Of all the developments urgently needed in this country, the extension of 
industries and industrial life claims the foremost plaoe. Every country that has 
grown rich and prosperous has done so with the help of its industries. For more 
comforts and convenienoes, the only prospect is through industry. This conviction 
has been burnt into me since I visits Japan some forty years ago and in subse- 
quent fairly extensive visits to iudu.strial countries. 

Heavy industries at the present time are of the greatest value for rapid economic 
development of this country. They form the backbone of a healty national economy 
and the balance-wheel of all large business. There are some fifteen industries of 
this class which are important, for example, iron and steel, automobiles and aircraft, 
ship-building, power and electrical machinery, other industrial machinery and 
chemical industries. Public attention should be concentrated on these. Now that 
the provinces are soon to become autonomous, each large provinco might take up 
one or two of these heavy industries and make it its special responsibility to fostei 
them. If provincial Governments took prompt action, all the principal ^ heavy 
industries known in any part of the world and for wnich there are facilities and 
scope in this country, could be established in three to five years’ time. Suoh a 
development might be promoted from public loans by the provincial Ooveruments 
wherever it could not be fmanoed otherwise. This will not throw any heavy burdeu 
on any single provincial Government, and it would be extremely popular with the 
new provincial legislatures. Heavy industries are indispensable for manufacturing 
rnaohinery of defence. Within the past few days we have heard that in Soviet 
Russia they have created a separate Commissariat er Ministry for Defence, Industry. 
No nation m these days can neglect heavy industry except at its peril. 

Medium-scale industries can be started by business loaders with (iovernment 
co-operation and help. Minor and oottage industries of every class need special 
encouragement from Government and from every local authority in oity, town or 
village. Large sums of capital would be needed which should be provided by the 
many ways in which credit facilities are organized and made available in Western 
countries. Till people are able to invest large sums from savings, Government 
credit should come to their rescue for this class of development. Several countries 
including America have built up their industries iu this way by loans obtained from 
Great Britain. Tariff protection should be available to industries to the fullest 
extent desired by the representatives of the people in the Central and Provincial 
Legislatures. To sum up, ^Industrialise or perish' should be our slogan in future as 
in the progressive West. 

In inviting me to deliver this address, the vice-chanoellor desired that I should 
give my suggestions for a revised system of university education, in order to make 
education more practical to equip the alumni with directing ability and to increase 
productive power in the oountry. We have not to go very deep into the subi^t to 
indicate our immediate needs in this respect. Our main aim should be to maze the 
product of the university an efficient worker and a successful prodneer. 

The chief defect in tlie present system is, as experience has shown, the absence 
of adequate technical and practical training in the curricula of studies whether in 
university, secondary or primary grades. Profo.ssor John Dewey of the United 
states of‘ America has said that Su an industrial society the school should be a 
miniature workshop and a miniature community; it should teach through practioe. 
and through trial and error, the arts and discipline necessary for economio and 
social order,’ Under the present system education is not in close contact with life. 
School and society live entirely apart. The education given is too general for this 
solution of practical problems or as an introduction to practical life. 

Every university should have colleges of technology for mechanical and 
eleotrical engineeringand allied sciences, a collie of agriculture and a college oommeroe. 
Research should becarriodon at these institutions and a liason officer^ attached to each 
college to maintain association between the colleges and|their research laboratories, and 
the industries and businesses for which these colleges exist In secondary education 
every matriculate should be made to pass an examination in a' handicraft or industry. 
Linked with the elementary school system, there should he vocational schools to 
provide training in the elements of agriculture, commerce, handiorafts, carpentry^ 
engineering, smithy and other trades for the boys, and cookery, dress-making, 
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auniiig and hoose^wlfery for girls. Probably 60 per cent of the boys in mral 
areas wonM require afoionltaral training. 

Oomiitf to nnirersal mass edaoation, it may be stated that in a population 
of 672 mmionSt at least 40 millions^ or 16 per cent, should be at sohool. In the 
United States of America the proj^sition is 23.7, and in Ja|»n 19. But in British 
'ndia, at present, only about 5 per cent are attending eduoational institutions. The 
jroportion of female scholars is hopelessly meagre, being only 6 per cent The 
literate population of the country is about 16.6 *.per cent males and 2 8 per cent 
females, and the general literacy for both males and females is 9.4 per cent This 
proportion should be over 80 in any well-ordered country. The percentages in the 
united States of America, Canada, ureat Britain and Germany are respectively 95.7, 
919, 92i>, and 99.7. It is important to liquidate illiteracy in about 16 years’ time. 

The statement that the poverty of the people does not enable them to pay I for elemen- 
tary education is erroneous. Nine-tenths of our population live in village i. Education 
should oome next only to food and clothing in the poor man’s economy And if each 
village now without a school is given a small grant, say, of R'* and asked to 
ednoate its young folk by its dwn efforts, it will readily do so. fiere are enough 
literate men with leisure to give a part of their time to this work for a small consi- 
deration, if the importance of the measure Is brought to home to the village popnla- 
tion. I speak from practical experience gained from an experiment made under mv 
own eye in this direction about two decades ago. 

As in the case of industries so in resp^t of education, money should be found 
by loans if necessary. Ifoney was so found in the past for the same purpose in the 
development budgets of Japan. 

The subject of defence ought to take a place next only to education and industries 
in any nation-building programme. India’s seaboard being open, adequate prepare^ 
tions should be made for its defence. Rapid training of Indian youths to qualify 
them for all the three arms of defence forces— the army, navy and air forces— is li 
move which brooks no delay. If you are alert and capable, you will be listened to 
\and in the words of a great American if you make yourself sheep the wolves will 
oome and eat yon.’ You may have arts, industries, technical skill, prosperous cities, 
efficient transport services, big reservoirs and canals, but without physical effi- 
ciency for protecting them, yon are liable to fall an easy prey to brute force. 

As with technical and practical education, military training should be linked with 
sdnoational institutions of three grades. I have been often asked by English friends 
now India will defend itself in an emergency, if difficulties arose to future wars. 
Ibis is a point to which all well-wishers of the country should give serious attten- 
tion. To develop self-confidence and fighting spirit in the people and to increase their 
self-respect, military education is a stne qua non. In the villages of Japan, there are 
oommittees for preparing and training the oitisen army and supplying recruits to the 
reguUur army, ftecently it was reported in the public press that persons trained in 
universities and schools in that country were going to act as a liaison agency be- 
tween the army and the people. We have enough man-power in this country to do 
likewise. 

The standing army costs the country about Rs. 50 crores at present. Much of 
this expenditure can be reduced, if the restrictions in the Arms Act are judiciously 
removed and a citizen army created. Every man capable of wielding arms should be 
trained in the modern methods oi warfare as is done in Germany, Italy, Russia and 
Japan. And it should not be forgotten that the expenditure on armaments will un- 
dergo material reduction if heavy industries oome to be established in the province 
to Sie extopt suggested. 

I have dealt with six main heads or problems which come uppermost under 
nation-building. There are many others, but these six are fundamental. If in any 
aoheme of national advance the problems associated with these six heads are 
handled with vigour and with a right sense of responsibility, the rest will automa- 
tioally fall into line. When a smui advance In economic prosperity Is secured for 
,the masses by the measures indicated, it will of itself supply the wherewithal for 
promoting nafion-building and welfare work of every other nnd. 

The only cure for unemployment is a higher standard of living, especially tor 
the poor and the only man way to bring this about is by increasing work, by 
laareasing the goods and aervioea prodnoeo. The system ox work should be pro- 
perly organiiwd and the workers diaoiplined as in the West Th»*<i should be 
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Avar and Aver Ulan, parUthna workan ahooM work foil tiaae aad ooeapatioaB 
BhoQia be eteeted for everj one willlne to work. 

Amoitf the many ways anggestea to ua by foreign experienoe there are three 
large-soale neamres which, in my tIow, will be of immediate Yslae in this 
ooaneotioa : 

(1) Citixenahip training. (2) Planned development in villages, (3) Planned 
devewpment in oitiea and towns. 

There ahonld be nniversal mass ednoation for yonng persons and nnleamed 
adalts. literary trainii^ now given In ednoational fnstitntions shonld be supple- 
mented by praotioal training, in some of the many weys in which it is possible to 
do it. Separate vocational and trade schools, workshops aad experimental and 
demonstration stations should be thickly scattered over the land. The population In 
every vtUtfe ahonld be instructed to learn to maintain records of goods and services 
produced during the year. I have seen an admirable system of how this should 
be done in the model villages of Japan which is worthy of imitation. In cities and 
towns, whether the residents collectively are growing rioh or poor could be ascer- 
tained by similar methods, by valuing statistioally such activities as lend them- 
selves to measurement in industry, trade, transport banking, etc. Suoh a test has 
been suggested for the city of London, fhe main obiect of all these measures should 
be to increase the skill and working power of the citizen and to augment the total 
value of goods and services produced in any district or any other given area from 
year to year. 

In view of the uncertain world political sitnation, nation- building for defence 
also calls for special attention. England is at I present taking steps to give physioal 
training to her population and to build up new and more powerful armaments. 
She.will need help from this country. One of the olanses in the instrument of 
Instructions to the Oovernor-Qeneral in connection with the recent Oovernment 
of India Act is that the Defence of India will be more and more the ooaeern of 
the Indians themselves.** The British Government have thus given a hint to onr 
people that they would do well to equip themselves- graduafly for self-defence. 
Our own self-government,, when it comes, will be an empty show nnless the 
country is adequately eqpipped for self-defence. 

Only large-scale plans and disciplined action will lead to success in nation-wide 
activities. Hen with patriotic fervour should be invited to lead in order to secure 
the degree of discipline and regimentation necessary for a directed economy. The 
country has abundant human material for this purpose. 

In totalitarian states under dictators in Germany, in Italy, tin Soviet Ruesia, 
peopM lives are r^ulated by various restrictions with the object of consolidating 
and augmenting national power and raising the standards of income and oomfort 
of the nation as a- whole. People have submitted themselves lo curtailment of 
Kbertiea for the sake of their collective security and economic advanti^. In 
India too we have had unitary control of a kind but it has been one which has 
offered us restrictions in plenty, amenities only with a sparing hand. 

The people should be free to plan as they will, produce what they want, 
increase efficiency in directions in which they feel they are deficient and mobilise 
the country’s resonrces in materials and man-power for all their rightful tasks. 

In European oountries, two fgreat measures have been adopted sinoe the olose 
of the War mainly for economic safety, namely, (1) a National Economic Oonooil 
and (2) a Development Plan. The plan adopted is usually a Five-Tear Plan, and 
its working under the control ot the Eoonomio Council is regulated by the changing 
conditions of international politics and trade. These two measures, or some others: 
having a like purpose, are orgeutly needed in India. If their operations is placed 
. under the control of trusted leaders, they will prove of incalculable value fbr 
increasing the volume of national Sproduction and servioe. 

Several provinces, snch as Madras, Bengal and Bombay ’ baye made a toinotog 
in welfare aud rnral uplift work. The Madras Government hse started distnct 
eeonomio oounciis. If tnO object is to provide a steadily rising total prodootim 
of goods and servioes and r^uoe unemployment and nnder-employment among the 
rural population, these meesares cannot but be regarded m too ineigniloeat and 
scrappy to haVe any marked effect within the life time of the present generation. 
The dutriot oouncits should he enlarged and extended and piseed under the 
control of a Provincial Gounoil or Commission composed ot trusted: leaders. 
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The least that the OoTernment of this country can do is to cludk oat a 
reasoned Development Plan— a three-year or five-year plan— and appoint a 
representative Development Commission to give it effect. In a recent publication 
I have given details as to how this could be done. I should like to repeat here 
that no appreciable results, nothing great, can be achieved without a large scale 
orgaalsation. 

I have given prominence to nation-buildins activities not only because we are at 
the threshold of a new constitution, but also because without creating a new oudook 
for our people and without operating on a comprehensive plan and programme of 
reconstruction, the present dangerous mass poverty and ignorance in this county ean 
never be cured. Since the War, extensive reforms, reconstrnction and rehabilitation 
have gone on in Western countries. 

I have tried to present a true picture of what we in India need in this 
respect. The picture may be imperfect in many respects, but no statesman, or 
economist can discharge his duties to thi.s country withont visualising such a 
picture, without placing before himself a clear perspective view of the country’s 
real needs and of some at least of the many measures and methods by which such 
needs are being met in progressive conntries.t 

Extensive revision and reconstrnotion of our national life are necessary ; poliHcally 
because India has been a dependency hitherto and vast numbers of people have been 
witUont the power of self-help and self-improvement ; in the economit} sphere be- 
cause, mass poverty exists here to a degree unknown to Western countries ; and 
socially because, the Indian mass mind has to be liberated from the stupefying spell 
of many ancient traditions and narrow prejndices. 

I would ask you all young men and young women fresh from the University to 
keep these nation- building problems constantly before your mind's oyo in whatever 
region or department of the country’s life yobr lot may be cast. To the graduates 
pvtiodlarly who are leaving this University to-day ‘ to take their chances in the 
wider world ontside, I would say a few of you will no doubt devote your lives to 
some great object for the country’s good as your venerablei Vice-Chancellor has done. 
And to All of you, 1 trust, one of the principal ambitions in life will be to give 
every enoouragement and support in your power to the aebievements, the efficiency, 
the good name and the glory of your people and country. 

Since nation-bnilding {affects the security of your own homes and living, thought.^ 
on this subject are likdy to hunt you all throu^ life. Old conditions are changing ; 
old moralities are crumbling. Our dream world in this country has always been a 
world of contemplation and holidays. Life here was regarded as in a transition stage 
on its way to a better world. Poverty was praised. Remember tliat socli senti- 
ments arouse derision in the practical progressive people of the West. It is dne to 
such attitude and traditions that with a population of about oue-fifth of the world, 
we possess less than one-eighteenth of the wealth. I have board ludia and China 
spoken of as the two economic .slums of the world. In the West, both for success 
and happiness relianoe has Jong como to bo placed on work— organized, disciplined 
work— rather than on contemplation. To get tlie most of oneself is becoming the rult« 
of the world at large, and pauperism however begotten is regarded as fatal to nation- 
al progress. 

Contact with our British rulers has done much to take us out of the old rut, but 
wbat advanoo we have made, has been accomplished by imitation and example and 
not through either the direct initiative of the pooplo themselves or any purposeful 
policy on the part of the Government to develop a modern order. 

For an/-4^iieral riso in the country’s prosperity place reliance on prodnotion and 
service organized on a basis of mutual trust and cooperation among our country 
men. For your own success, place reliance on your capacity, character, and power 
of will, all of which qualities can be progressively strengthened, if yon choose, by a 
life-long process of self-improvement. Your vision added to your courime and deter- 
mination IS the measnre of your power. The master word is work, work steadily 
to build your worth and power, keep conscience in rectitude, and 
^Let all the ends thou aim’st at be tby country’s. 

The God’s and truth's. 



The Aligarh University Convocatidn 

The Annual Convocation of the Aligarh University was held on the 7Ui. Match 
jU937. A very large and distingnished gathering inolnding Sir Frank Noyce, Nawab 
«r Ahmad Said Chan, Nawab Sir Mohammad Ynsaf, Nawab Sakar Yar Jung, Nawab- 
aada Liayaqat Ali Khan and Nawab Obaidor Rahman Khan attended the funotion. 

Mr. A. HaWn^ pro-Vioe-Chauoellor, surveying the working of the year expressed 
satiafaotion on all round progress. 

Dt, Ziauddin^ Vioo-Chancellor gave away the degree to suooessful students and 
then read his Convocation address. In the course or his address he said : — 

'Many reforms are neeeded in our education system, but there are two subjects 
which 1 oannot help noticing. The first is the question of secondary education 
which is the back bone of the whole educational system of a country inasmuch as 
it Bdpplies teachers to primary sohools and trains students for higher institutions. 
Bqt unfortunately this education is much neglected in this country ; and its com- 
plete reorganisation and overhauling is the crying need of the day, ospeoially in 
view of the increasing unemployment of our educated young men. 

Continuing, Dr. Ziauddin said : '£t is gratifying to see that a special oommittge 
has been appointed by the United Provinces Government to examine the matter 
and the Central Advisory Board of Kducation of the Government of India have 
also taken up this question. Both these bodies have discussed it with the two 
experts appointed by the Government of India vis., Messrs. Abbott and Wood. The 
weakest ^int in our eduoation problem Is the system of examinations. Besearohes 
are now being carried on in every country to improve the system, but we in India 
have not yet realized even the necessity of reform.' 

Expressing his felicitations . to H. B, H, the Maharaja of Hyderabad^ tho 
Ghanoellor of the University, *Dr. Ziauddin said that this university had ever been 
bound by the closest ties of relationship to the rulers and the people of Hyderabad 
and these ties had been further cemented by his acceptance of the office of the 
GhanoeBorship of the University. 

(Sonelnding his address, Dr. Zia-ud^Din Akmed exhorted the students who got 
their new degrees to rise to the ocoasion and march forward towards the new 
world that lay before them. There is always room for merit and ability, and every 
student he hoped, would demonstrate their ability in making their way up to the 
highest level of life's achievement. 


The Gurukul University Convocation 

The Convocation of the Gurukul University was held at Uardwar on the 
27lh. March 1937. After referring to the ideals and achievements of the 
University, Mr. S, Satyamuriy, in the course of his Convocation Address, dwelt on 
the importance of the study of Science and said : — 

'*1 have long been associated with University life and University work in my 
part o! the country in various capacities. I am deeply and continuously Interested 
in University education. But, of course, those Universities are entirely dmerent 
from years. But whatever differences may be, there is no doubt whatever that the 
spread of right eduoation on sound lines is the imperative need in our country. 
j/St the traSo fact remains that, although our country ia in point of history the 
lengest ed^ated in the World, still it is the least educated in point of numbers 
to^y. Farther, 1 believe that full democratic Swaraj ia baaed on the footinff of 
educated, intelligent and discriminating electorates. The spread of true eduoation 
from the lowest to the highest standard is thus the concern of all thoae. who love 
this country and se^ to serve her. 
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**Wbile these modern Universities have andonbtedly done a great deal in creating 

patriotic, disinter 
ig their lines to l 

the Motherland, there is no doubt whatever that, on the whole, that education has 
not been productive of permanent benefit to this country, indeed, it cannot be 
otherwise, because the foundations of this education were laid by Lord Maoanlay 
in his famous minute. With a few changes here and there, these foundations, 
remain more or less what they were. It is right and proper that we should know 
something of these foundations, in order that we may repair the mistakes of the 

show 
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^The question now beforo us is simply whether, when it is our power to teach 
this language, we shall teach languages in which, by universal confession, there are 
no books on any subject which deserve to be compared to our own ; whether, 
when we can teach European science we shall teach systems which by universal 
■confession whenever they differ from those of Europe, differ for the worse and 
whether, when we can patronise sound philosophy and true history, we shall 
countenance, at the public expense, medical doctrines, which would disgrace an 
English farrier.— astronomy, which would move laughter in girls at an Eimlish 
boarding school— history abounding in kings thirty feet high and reij^ thirty 
thousand years long and geography, made up of seas of treacle and sees of butter.” 


**11 is, I believe, no exaggeration to say, that all the historical information which 
has been collected from all the books written in Sanskrit langnage is less valuable 
what may be found in the most paltry abridgements used at preparatory 
sohools in Bpgiand.” 

No wonder that starting on this basis our education has, on the whole denation- 
alised us, has produced merely an army of clerks, who lack initiative and indepen- 
dence and has not served the higher purpose of true education. It was. therefore, 
right and proper that the Gurukulu Seminary should have been established by the 
Arya Sabha in 1912 In the Punjab. From a small elementary school it has grown 
up into a full fledged University. Tours is a residential educational institution right 
up to the highest Ckillege classes. Tour courses of instruction last over 14 years, 
with an additional period of two years for getting your Doctorate Degree. Mostly 
hnmanities are taught here y^al importance being placed on the study of Sanskrit, 
Ton also study here the Tedas. Indian Philosophy, Sanskrit, Literature, English, 
History, Economics, Western Philosophy, Sanskrit, Literature, English, History, 
Economics, Western Philosophy, Gompu'ative Study of Keligions and Chemistry. 
Ton have also done well in so shaping your curricula that, at the end of the eighth 
or tenth year a boy may well go to Engineering or Legal studies. 

Tour curricula aim at bringing about the cuHurid regeneration oE India, Tour 
ambition is to turn out scholars, who will he the leaders of thought and of action in 
the country. Tou have already sent out good men, who have made their mark 
in the field of national service. To me it Is a peculiar pleasure to be here on this 
day, because this seat of learning is intimately associated with that great man, that 
great saint and that great patriot, the late Swami Shradbanand. Tour ideal site on 
the banks of the great - Ganges Is a souroe of perennial attraction to all, and the 
expenses of sohooling in yonr University are adopted to the needs of your country. 
Above all yours is an independeot University, pursuing purely Indian ideals and 
seeking to produce Indian patriots and Indian gentleman. I congratulate you on 
your work and wish you well in the future. 


The greaLcbaracteristic of your University on which I should like to congratu- 
late you paraoulariy is the ideal of Brabmaobary, which you practise. Brihma- 
charya is peculiarly associated in our country with the period of study. It is not 
a mere physical state, it is also a mental state, and to the extent to whioh you pro- 
duce txained Brahmaoharis, who, at the end of that period of training here will 
enter the Orasastha life, you are building secure foundations of Hindu and Indian 
life. 

Moreover, yours is a true Gurukula. The English word ^hostel’ is a poor transla- 
tion for that word. Too teachers and studento, not only live together, but Jive as 
members of a common joint family. The advantage of that life for true ednoatloa 
cannot be over estimated. I have already referred to your situation on the banks 
of the Ganges. 1 hope familiarity has not bred oonteimit in yonr ounds. To the 
Hindus ail over India eapeoially in South India, the Ganges stands for Ml ikat is 
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pare, noble and suiting in oar country. To spend some of the mo&l imDrebbiontble 
periods of yours lives on the banks of the Ganges and in these beautiful Kuriound- 
ings is a proud privilege, for which you must be highly thankful and Of which you 
must take full advantage. 

'The medium of instruction in the University is Hindusthaui, as it ought to be. 
I am one of those, who though ignorant of Qindnsthani, profoundly brieve that 
Rindusthani should become the lingua franca of India, as early as possible. 1 hope 
your students will go out as missionaries of the gospel also tliroughout the 
country. As an humble studeut of Sanskrit, 1 congratulate you and your University on 
the great importance they attach to Sanskrit studies. Sanskrit is to Indian culture, much 
more than ,what Greek and Latin are to European culture. Sanskrit is not a dead 
language ; it is a living language even to*day. I remember with happiness my limt 
visit to your Ourukula, when 1 had the privilege of listening to your debate in 
Sanskrit. Your attempt to make Sanskrit once more the spoken language of scholars 
deserve all enoouragement. When I speak . of Sanskrit, it is not merely out of blind 
love, but I believe that to every modern Indian scholar Sanskrit is essential if. he is 
to live in this country as a real native. Our Vedas, our classics, our epics, a^e all 
enshrined in Sanskrit. Ignorance of Sanskrit denies us our heritage ; knowledge of 
Sanskrit gives us a rich literary heritage, which, if I may adopt a simile, is a beau- 
tiful garden with fragrant, beautiful and poreuaial flowers, m whose paths, we can 
wander for years, deriving pleasure, iusti'uciion and exaltation, and never getting 
weary. Of Sanskrit literature, I can say with some knowledge, that as of all great 
works of art, its greatest characteristic is the characteristic of true beautv, tmit it 
assumes a uew form every roiaute.Bioreover, Sanskrit is a common bond of culture 
of all Hindus, a d should be the common bond of culture of all Indians from the 
Bimalayas to Cape Comorin, from Eamrup to Karachi. 

have been deeply struck by the simplicity of your life, dhe gospel of self help 
constantly practised here, and insistences on oonformity, which you practise. Simpli- 
city is a peculiarly Hindu and Indian virtue, which we*.aie alowly getting rid of. It is 
time that we went back to it. Modern education in every University has rapidly 
made of .men and women almost helpless. It is right and proiiar, tliurdfore, that you 
should be trained, and train ourselves in the art of self-help, which will add to 
your self-respect aud dif^nily. I am oue of those who without boing superstitious, 
belipve that oonformity is a great individual and national virtue. 1 am deeply im- 

S ressed by your daily routine of life here, including the Homa and Sandbya Vanclhana. 

fere raouern ratiociuatioa may argne that these things are unnecessary, but there 
are many things beyond the reach of argument, and 1 am one of those, who believe 
that in such ceremonies there is something to bo gained for the individual, the society 
and the nation. 

I see you have a scheme for opening an Industrial College, to be named 
'Shranddhananda Shilp Vid.yalaya*, aud are awaiting to start it, when necessary funds 
have been collected. I sincerely hope and trust that the funds wiU be forthcoming 
and you will soon open the Industrial College. 

notice that in the oarly classes also you ai'e giving some practical and voca- 
tional training to the bo vs. If I may do so, 1 should like to commend to your 
authority the need for giving more importance to the hjuid and the eye oi the 
younger boys. I would also plead for more importancd^eing given to the study of 
Hodern History, Politics ana Ecouomics and of Modern Science. It is right that 
your boys must be appraise! with all the modern problems. The eternal varieties ^e 
same. But still modern human life is so complex and pioblems are becoming 
so difficult of solution, that I think the education of your boys will be complete only 
when they get a grounding in Science, as also in modern Economies and Politics. 

Time was fifty years ago when we all were grateful to the pioneers of modern 
Science, who went on conquering one peak after another of unknown regions of 
knowledge, and the sheer exaltation of fresh knowledge went to our bead. But, to- 
day, while man has invented Science, he has brought forth a Frankenstin’s Monster, 
whioh seeks to destroy Uie creater. Science is leading humanity to destruction, ^e 
nse of poison gas, aeroplanes, bombing, to destroy one another by the various so called 
oivilisea nations is the despair of the lovers of humanity. 

But, I believe that we, in India, are producing and will soon produce a race of 
scientists, who will harness science to humanity. In that greater work your Ourukula 
can play a great part It should be your privilege to show the way to modern 
scientists, to subordinate knowledge to the higher aims of humanity, and not to 
prostitnte it for the destruotlon of humanity. 
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: A with exoeptioDBf that there is an amount of inferiority complex 

IB tBB modwn Hindu and modern Indian mind. Ton must get rid of that inferiority 
nothing to be ashamed of, or apologetic about, with regard to our 
past. Even in our present state, we have nothing to be ashamed of. Any other 
or nation, mi^overned, impoverished, as we nave been for a oentiiry and half, 
will have oea&ed to exist. Hut, thank God, thanks to our Vedio culture, to our 
juoirat hhritage and to our ideals we still live. More than that, there is a promise 
Jo ™ Borizon of a life of freedom for this great and beloved country of ours. 
Ttoefore, you must create and ' seek to maintain a new self-respect and dignity in 
modem Indian humanity. Your University has given you that education, and you 
must make full use of it. 

iBst but not least, Europe, America and Japan are madly rushing forward 
towards another oataclysmio war, which will end humanity and civilisation, as 
Western Europe. I see no alternative to this but the aoceptanoe of the 
Htn^ doctrine of ^^Peace of Earth and Goodwill to all men”. 

That can only come after tho attainment of freedom by our country, at the 
preying of that gospel by us. You must, therefore, co-operate in the great task, 
which awaits all of us, the attaining of tho freedom of our Motherland. That free- 
dom is to be attained, not merely by politicians but also by soholars, by sooial 
service workers, by teachers, indeed by all Indians in whatever capacity they may 
be engaged. We have to work harmoniously for that great ideal. I invite all the 
of this University to co-operate in this great nation-building work. 

There is a school of mought in our country, as in others, who believe that 
modern Monomio oivilisation is the paradise of humanity. I strongly dissent The 
meory of 'the multipiioation of wants is not precious one. Time was, when some 
^ropean oonntriea believed that China, India and other Eastern coantrios would 
hke to remain as hewbrs of wood and drawers of water, and that they could 
dump their manufactured goods on them. A new economic nationalism is, however, 
springing np« and each country wants to be self-sufficient The tragic failure of the 
reoent World Eoonomio Conference is a point We, in India, have to preaoh and 
• BOW doctrine for oar economic well-being. 1 do not believe in the 
indefinite multiplication of wants. We are nearly il5 orores of people. 

If we oan but raise the standard of the average Indian to even one anna more 
pw head per day, we shall have created a demand f^hich will absorb the products 
Bl ^ our large and small industries for many many deoades to oome. 

We have to build up our large industries, , but more, our small industries. We 
nave td re-build our villages, and if we can do something by way of adding some 
more to the preoarioue inoome of the average villager, we shall have very nearly 
BOlm the economic problem of India, 1 invite you to think of this great vital 
problem, and do something to help their solution on sound lines. 

In oonolusion Mr. Satyamurthi said 

We want more and more of educated ' and thinking men and women, who will 
Help ns in eplviog the neat problems that need solution at the hands of our country- 
BiB B. Y ou shonld partioularly inouloate in our men and women communal cleanliness, 
Bonem m all spheres of life^ and readiness to sacrifice for great ideals. You musl 
recapture the great oouraoe of our anoieut heroes, physical and moral. You imast 
T? yBBTselves to be absmuCely non-communaL A great Hindu must be a grMtor 
* morniuE in your University you pray “May whst we read gua/d us 

tdfieun, feed us together, evolve our capacities together, win us glory and help to 
Jjto Bad eiivy*\ There may be no greater ideal before a modern Indihii of 
nauoBailBm, of comradery, and of eerviee for the Motherland. 


S. N. D. T. Wones’s Uoiversity Conrocatioo 

Dr. D. P. Vioe-ohanoellor of the Lucknow University delivering the 

CoBVOoatkm Addrew of the Ghreemati Natbibbai Damodar Thackersay Indian 
WoBMBs’ Univeraity held at Bombay on the 27lh June 1937, observed 

'^What it the uae of a long a&d expensive eduoaiioa if it does not make you 
fitter to cope with the evercEangiB|; oonditione of our world ? If your eduoation 
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has not enlarged your haman sympathieg, broadened your minda, and widened the 
sphere of yonr interesta, it cannot be said to have aofiieved its purpose but aimply 
created more learned fools.” 

He said that all interested in the educational progress of the country could learn 
some lessons from the history of the growth of this Uoiver.sity, the earnestness and 
devotion of its founder, Prof. D. K. Karve^ the public spirit of its chief donor, the 
late Sir Vithaldas Thakersey and the recognition whi<^h earnest and devoted work 
surely receives from the general public. 

Shaking about the speciality of the University in having Vernacular as the 
medium of instruction and eraminatioii Dr. Paranjapye said : '^Whatever mav be 
tlie political future of our country, ami we all hope that there will be no limits to 
oar political progress, we cannot 'forget that India is ono among the nations of the 
world, and that for a long time at least English is bound to remain as our medium 
of communication with other nations and ueoples.” 

Continuing he said : ^I have often felt that women have shown a truer instinct 
in our political struggle than we men. Even though they are few in number the 
women in our public life have not shown themselves so narrow and commuually- 
minded as men have and nothing was so cheering to all true nationalists as the de- 
liberate opinion of all women's organisations against separate communal electorates 
which are absolutely opposed to all notious of true nationhood. 

*^To tbs graduates who are receiving their degrees to-day/’ he said, would like 
to address a few words. They are the pioneers of a new movement in our national 
life. The success or failure of the new educational experiment conducted by this 
IJniversitjr wilt be determined by the way they (conduct, themselves in the wide world 
of life. They are expected to play their roles of wife, mother, daughter and sister 
like other women but they must play them better because of their education. They 
are expected to preserve all that is good in our past, shed all the evil excrescence's 
and imbibe all that is new bat useful in the other civilisation with which we have 
come into contact. Have high ideals, try to carrv them out in your life but have 
the charity to sympathise with the weakness of otliers.” 

Referring to the education of the University Dr. Paranjapye said : ^*If the 
eduoation is imbibed in its true spirit it should implant in you a love of liberty, 
not only for yourself but also for others, liberty of thought, speech and aotion so 
far as it does not impinge on the similar liberty of others. That eduoation should 
teach you to form yonr own independent judgment and not make yon slaves of 
others whether in mind or body. It should teach you to cast off superstition even 
though hallowed by the passage of oenturies. It should make you ever ready to 
revise your old ideas in the light of chaoging circumstances. It should enable you to 
understand that nothing in the world is standing still but that everything is march- 
ing onward to form new combinations.” 

Gonolading Dr. Paranjapye said : cannot do better than exhort you to learn 

the real lesson of life of your founder Mr. Karve, Compromise in non-essentials but 
firmness in essentials and steadiness to ideals is what you should learu from him. 

Yon have had the great privilege, as 1 have had all my life, of coming under the 

influence, direct or indirect, of this great saint of moder^ India. Other institutions 
may have had founders wirli more highly resounding names, but no alumnus— or 
rather alumna— of this University need envy anybody else, for she can say with 

pardonable pride that, she had been the pupil of an institution that owes it.s exist- 

ence to the tireless energy, indomitable uonrage and devoted work of Dbondo 
Keshav Karve." 


The A. I. Muslim Students’ Grnference 

Th. AU'India Mnslim Studeats’ Contereooe, wliicli won postponed last-moath, 
was held at Locknow on the 17di. Janiwry 1937 in the Oangaprosad Ifeiaorial 
HaU, under the presidentship of Mr. iiuehir /fustan Kidvtai^ memter of the 
Oouiioil of State, with a view to considering the advisability of the formation of an 
All-India Mnaiim Htudeota* Federation. Police were present on the occasion. 
Tne meeting waa attended by a number of delegates representing the varions 



416 EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA [ eoKBit- 

k UniverBities. tlii* majority of which appeared to be opposed to the idea of formation 
of a new organisation. 

Some confasion was caused when the President annoanced that only two 
representatives of each institution represented and five eaoh from Nadwe and Earan- 
gimahal could vote on the resolutions. After ruling out the objections to this pro> 
posal, the President adjoiu ned the session till after the lunch interval. 

The opposition f;roup remained in the hall passing the time in composing poems 
(Mushaira) and making speHidios. At the scheduled time, some of them iniTuding 
a member of thn Exocutive Committee, went to fetch the President, but the latter 
said that he could not attend owing to indisposition. Thereafter Mr. Farhatulia 
was eleoted President and tin) mooting was hold. The resolution regarding the 
formation of a Muslim Students’ Federation was rejected bv a huge majority. 

The meeting requested Muslim students to join the All-India Students’ Federation 
in greater numbers. After passing a resolution thanking the President, this meeting 
dispersed. 

The conveners, after oiitaiuing r!ie permission of the original President, imme- 
diately after held a meeting unler tiio presidentship of Iftikar Hussain and decided 
to form an All- India Muslim Students* League to hold its first session at Calcutta. 
The oppositionist-: did rut attend this meeting and the hall presented a deserted 
appearance. 


The Bombay Presideocy Slodeots’ Conference 

The Bombay Presidency Students’ Conference opened at Bombay on the 2nd. 
January 1937 Mr. Soumyendra Nath Tagore, presiding. About 150 delegates attended. 

In the course of his address Mr. Tagore characterised Fascism and Nazism as a 
most barbarous and abominable typo of national chauvinism. He expressed the 
opinion that there was no contradiction between struggle for .socialism and struggle 
for independenco. 

Referring to the diffioulties of students, ho deplored the costliness of education 
and the apathy of the Government, who were hardly interested In finding jobs for 
students who left school. He said that the Sapru Report was no panacea for the 
alleviation of unemployment among educated classes. The whole system of educa- 
tion was very vicious, it was anti-national, anti-democratic and unscientific. He 
appealed to ‘students to study each and every problem facing the country. An 
anstract profession of love of the Motherland without the necessary clear under- 
standing of the country's proldcm was nothing but futile sentimentalism. 

Ho further said : *’At this critical turning point of the history of the world an i 
of India when unprecedented social, political and cultural roactiou in the form of 
Fascist obscurantism threatens to .submerge human society under the deluge of 
bloody dastiuction, the students of India in fraternal solidarity with the Interna- 
tional Student Movement must plunge into the vortex of the figlit for stemming and 
defeating the Fracist imperialist reaction.” 

Mr. Tagore condemned Fascism, Imperialism and Capitalism as a danger to 
huoMnity and made a plea for a united front again.st those evils and sought students' 
participation in it. Mr. Tagore opiued that the real solution of the unomplo>ment 
problem was possible only when production and distribution of the necessaries 
of life were organised and a planned economy was effected and means of production 
owned by the society and not by individuals. The new Constitutiou aud the Sapru 
Report were all coudemued iu turn by Mr. Tagore who asserted that the students 
should not be non-political 

Mr. JT. T, Chandy, Chairman of the Reception Committee said that it was often 
said by interested parties that the students’ movement could have no abiding purpose, 
that at best it could offer a platform for wild talks and that worst it woulaj dmoe- 
rate into sedition-mongering and riotous rabble. Even a casual glance at the studeots’ 
movement in India aaa abroad would convince an impartial observer that students 
have played an important, noble and heroic part in shaping the nation’s destinies. 



Tk htenainul Pufiaaieiit (f Rd^m 

( Sri fUmkriahiM Cflotenary Cablmtioii } 

Calciilte— Itt Much to 8th Mutoh 1887 

Savants from difforent parts of die globe, professing different religions fbiths Md 
representing the cultural heritage of diverse races, met together at the ParllMBint 
of Bel^ions that commenced ih session on the Itt. March 1937 at the Ohlontta 
Town Hall under the distingaisheii presidency of the world*renowned philosopher, 
Dr. Sir Brajmdra Nath Seat. 

This International Oongress of ii'aiths had been organised by the Sri Ramkriahaa 
Centenary Celebration Committee in connection with the Centenary of the Urth ef 
the Saint of Dakshineswar. 

The historic hall which was artistically decorated fpr the occaaioo, was filled to 
capacity by a distinguished assemblage of delegates and visitors who had journeyed 
from remote parts of the world to pay their tribute of respect and admiration to tho 
prophet who was the ^'consammatioa of two thousanda years of spiritual life of three 
hundred millions people*',— a greal symphony ^^composed of the thousand voices and 
thonsand faiths of mankind.'’ 

The proceedings appropriately began with the singing of a Vedic hymn Cin 
original Sanskrit, set to music by Mrs. Sarala Devt Ohaudhurani) by girls in 
chorus, standing round a beflowered portrait rf Sri Bamkrishna. 

Meseagea 

Following the opening song, Mr. Bijoy ffrishna Bose read some of the numerons 
messages received from far and near including those from Mahatma Gandhi, U>rd 
Zetland, and Bis Excellency the Governor of Bengal. 

In his message wired from Wardah, Mahatma Gandhi said, ^'Wish Parliament 
.success. Wish it could do some constructive work." 

Lord Zetland in his messime recalled his association with the Bam Krishna 
Mission during his sojourn in Bengal and desired to convey hia cordial wiahea for 
a very successful gathering of the representatives of the various rgligtoos oreeds 

{ it the Parliament of Religioos. '^It would have given me great pleasure," flis 
^ordsliip said, be present if it were possible so that I might meet once Main 

my many friends who would be there. But since, that is not possible, 1 shiul at 
least be with you in spirit." 

In his message Bis Excellency the Governor of Bengal said, *^lt is with mnefa 
interest that I have learnt of the holding of the Parliament iu honour of the 
centenary of 8ri Ram Krishna, and 1 trust that the discussions of the delegates 
may farther the causes which Ram Krishna had at heart, religions harmony, 
social toleration and inter-racial concord." 

Sir Nanmotka Nath Mukherjee^ Chairman of the Reception Committee in 
extending a cordial welcome to the delegates and visitors, said, is only meet 
and proper that, on the occasion of the birth centenary of this glorions apostle of 
*Harmony of Beligions’, worth v representatives of variona religions should have 
assembled here with tho noble object of establishing a closer relationship of amity 
and goodwill among the different faiths and churches of the world." 

In proposing Sir Brajendra Nath Seal to the chair, Sir B. L. Mitter pointed out 
^at Dr. Seal's name was so welUknown that very few words were necessary to 
introdnee him to this gathering. He would however only mention a matter of 
peculiar dgnificanoe. Tnis year's Pai’liamont of Religions bad been convened ^ under 
the auspic^ of the CentenMy Committee. Dr. Seal had person^ contact wi^ the 
sage of Dakshineswar and he was an intimate friend of Sri fiamkrishna’s most distin- 
guished disciple. Swami Vivekananda. Dr. Swi could well be claimed as “Wise man of 
tbe Bast" ana they felt confident that under bis gnidance tho deliberations of the 
Parliament would be conducted on a high spiritual level. 

Seconding the proposal Mr. ffirendra Nath Jhitt Mid ^ss in the fitness of 
things that Sir Brajendra Nath Seat, the Doyen of Indian philosophers, who had 

93 
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THIS PARLIAMENT OF fiELlOIONS 
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own and who had hovered freel; 
be asked to preside at this 


lentous 


n^.the whole range of knowledge his 
all the great religions of the world, should 
gathering. 

. amidst a grMt ovation from the assembly, Dr. Seal regretted his 

inability to personally deliver the address. •It is very unfortunate’’, he said, “that 
.1 have gently fallen ill and can hardly stand up. I would therefore request one 
* 0 / my friends to read out my address.^’ Dr. SeaFs presidential address was then 
text of whioh appears below. 

Follopng the presidenfial address, delegates from different parts of the world 
conveyed their cordial greetings and best wishes for the success of the Parliament 
on behalf of their respective countries. 

w u®i£ conveying hearty greetings to the Parliament on 

-5*5 promoting the study of Religions L^ue of Nations Union 

ana rail Text S^iety, London presented a volume oontaining the minutes of pro- 
oeediQgs of the lut session of the World Congress of Faitns held in London last 


I can hardly say", ha said, “the delight with whioh 1 personally come 
me OMO more to the land of my birth and with what great interest I am loitting 
forward to the proceedings of your great Congress for f had many years past had 
tne profoundest admiration for that great saint the centenary of whose birth you are 
celebrating now”. 

The Prime Minister to the Tashi Lama Tibet, {Kgak. Ohhm Rinpoehe) said that it 
had g^ven him great pleasure to be present at this World Congress of Faiths. He 
mught mof^ishes to the Congress from idl the Buddhists of uHbet under the seat 
of the holy Tajaiki Lama. “1 heaitily wish the Congress all success in its universal 
mse in br^ng peace, good-will and happiness to mankind. I offer my blessings 
2 Uongresa on this auspioious occasion uf the centenary celebration of 

MmantMa, one of the greatest spiritaal geniuses of India. 

Mme. Prof. Helene de Wilmangrabowska (Eradow University, Poland), Dr. H Oeotz 
L^den, Holland), Prof Tan Tnan-8han (Sino-Indian Cdlture 
Society and national Central Research Institute, Nankin, China), Miss ^len Mary 
^1^18, JofaaanMlmrgh, Booth Africa), Mr. Yusuf Ahmad Bagdad! (Bagdad, Iraq^, Mr. 
meik Muhammad (Cairo) Bwami Pasmonanda (Vedanta Centre, listen. Mast, U. B. 4, 
(Oindnnata, Ohio. U. 8. A. ). Maung Aye Manng (on behalf of the 
Buddirists of Bunna), Mr. J. A. Joseph (^mbay) on behalf of the Jewish oommnnity, 
|lr. D. N. Wadia (Superhitendeat Oeologioal Survey of India ) on behalf of the 
Parsi community, Prof. Tulshidas Ear on behalf of the Theosophical Sooiety., Calratta, 
Swami Niryendanaoda on behalf of the Ramkrishna Math, Belur, Devapriya Valisiu- 
^ on tehalf of the Mahabodhi Sectety, Calcutta, Sardar Jamiat Singh on bc^f of 
S* ® another delegate on behalf of the Jain community, Pro! Benoy 
Kumr Sarfcar (Intmatioaal Federation of the Societies and Institutes of Sociology, 
Paris and Geneva) offered their cordial greetings to the Parliament. 

' Conveying greedugs to the Parlrament on behalf of the Muslims of Bengal, Dr. 
A, Ahmtd said : “1 bring to this Assembly greetings from the followers of Islam in 
Bmgiu. Islam has always prided itself on its spirit of toleration and brotherhood. It 
is fitung that on the ooossion of the centenary celebration of that projriiet of religi- 
op baimony the followers of all different religions should meet together. Teaohings 
of Ramkrishna hava disBndtlF affeeted the lives of MusHobs of Bengal in varions 
ways. The holding of this Faniainent of Religions will cement the friendship bet- 
w^n the followers of diflerent religions. Devout Muslims realise that the Inndamen- 
w of ill religions are one though they may be clothed in varions garbs. It is in 
keeping with the spirit of the times that this Parliament is being imld when the 
wond is groping for a synthesis of all religions and oultures. 

Swamt AMedenanda, who took the chair after Dr. Seal liad retired as he was 
feeling unwell said : “In the name of BrI Ramkrishna, in the name of the worid- 
ranowed Bwami Ylvekananda, in the name of Ramkrishna Mission and the Ramkrishna 
Order, I weloome all tiie delegatos who have come from far and near and offer my 
oprdial greetinga to them. Ramkrishna has been the consummation of all the pro- 
nheti, eeera and inoarnation of dinuity that came before his advent I hope this 
Parliament of Religions will sound the death-knell of all oommonal strito and 
struggle.” 


The Waleoato Addmss 

to uls toMtwm as Chainnta of the Reoeptioa Committee or the PhriiasMat of 
Religions, fftr Maamalka Nath Makhmim said :-~“llore than two years ago when 
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the soheme for ceiebradng the British Centenary of Paramahansa Sri Sri Ramkrishna 
Beva was first dra^n np^ it was oonsidered the moat essential part of the programme 
to isonvene a Parliament of the Religions of the world. Tbie, as yon. all know, is 
Quite in consonanoe with the spirit of the message of the' great saint who was the 
^consummation of two thousand years of spiritual life of three hundred million 
people’*— a groat symphony “composed of the thousand voices and thousand faths of 
mankind.’* 

When in 1893 a Parlimeni of Religions was convened at Chicago, its object among 
other thiog8*were : (I) to promote and deepen the spirit of human brotherhood among 
religious men of diverse faths, through friendly couference and mutual good under- 
standing, while not seeking to foster the temper of indifferentism, and not striving 
to achieve any formal and outward unity, (2) to inquire what light each religion 
has afforded, or may afford, to the other religions of the world, and (3) to bring tbo 
nations of the earth into a more friendly fellowship, in the hope of seenring per- 
manent international peace. 

The purpose of the Parliameui of Religions which was intended to be oalled in 
connection with the Centenary Celebrations, though much humbler, nevertheless em- 
braced within its scope most of the aforesaid objects. Beneatn the seeming diversir 
ties of different faiths there is a common plan and purpose— an underlying unity in 
search of which Iho whole of humanity, uousoiuusly or unconsciously, has been 
moving from time immemorial. The necessity for providing a forum where exponents 
of all religious faiths uf the world would be able to expound their own ideas and 
ideals without auy spirit of iutolorence, where they would be able to exchange their 
views on man’s life and its goal and on problems furthering national amity, inter- 
national fellowship and universal peace, can hardly bo overestimated. Tbougb each 
religion is great in its own way, comparison among religions with view to establish- 
ing the superiority of one over the others, is unprofitable. There aro many import- 
ant truths that various religions teach in common, many that one has given to 
another, many again which la different religions have assumed different forms, some- 
times apparently iucongruous but not really so. Mutual exchange of views broadens 
the entire religious outlook and foster a spirit of tolerence, the need for which is 
so often keenly felt. What is wanted in a true votary of any particular religion is 
intensity of belief together with a catholicity of outlook and non-aggresiveness. Sri 
Ramkrishna has said : 

“Religion, however, is one. U has been so from all times, it shall bo so for ever.*' 

**Xhe Lord is one, though llo hath mauy names.” And— 


“Tea. every belief, every religion, every system uf faith and worship is but a path 
that leadetb unto Uim.” 

? It was thought that a Parliameui of Religious was a necessary concomitant of the 
celebrations, a Wue qua non,' without which no celebration of the Centenary wonld 
be perfect or complete. Aud there could be no mure suitable place for the celebra- 
tion of the Centenary than Ibis whore have assembled the representatives of the 
different religions of the world. Rightly has bwami Vivokananda said : “Aye, lone 
before ideas of universal religion aud brotherly feeling between different sects had 
been mooted aud discussed in auy country in the world, here, in sight of this city, 
was living a man whose whole life was a Parliament of Religions as it should be.** 

The great Saint of Daksbiueswar made himself conspicuons in the world's history 
of religious endeavour by actually practising different religions such as Hindnism. 
Islam and Christianity aud roidizing the grand truths ombeoaod in them all. He was 
the first spiritual seer in the world who, standing on the bedrock of his own realiza- 
tions, declared emphatically and unequivocally the great truth that the different reli- 
gions are like so many paths leading to the same goal of Qod-realization. This was 
what Sri Bamalurishna lived to realize and proclaim to the sect-ridden world. is, 
ihereforot only meet that, on the occasion of tho Birth Contonary of this glcmoos 
apostle of Harmony of Religions, worthy representatives of various relimons should 
have assemti^ hero with the noble object of establishing a closer relationship of 
unity and j^dwiil among the different faiths and churches of the world. 

“The idea of the Parliament was formed, but we did not know how it would 
materialise. Our resources were|limited and some of the difficulties that we mw 
seemed at the moment insurmountable. Bat there is a much higher and mightier 
power than that of man. We issu^ invitations to the most eminw persons all oyer 
the world— soholai’s, philosophers, Indologists aud religions heads, l^e world 
ponded. From tho response that we received, we found that we were to proem. 
We did proceed, always antioipating with eager expectation the day when the Fm- 
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IhUttt of Roligiont wooM aeot in tliio groat City. Aod as timo rolled on aad 

day onao aoaror and noaror, oar oagomeea was oTor on the inoreaae. That \ 

M|ad-lor day, that goUon hoar haa arriTod, yoa hare come, and on behalf of the Bii 
Bawrtehaa Oentonary Committee 1 bid yoa a most cordial welcome.*’ 

Tho PfealdenlUl AddroM 

Preiiding at the Parliament of Keligiona Dr« Sir Brajendm Nath Seal said 

The Parriament of Religions that ie oommenoing to-day is one of the items, 
perhaps the last item in the programme of year-long celebrations in connection with 
the dontenary of tho birth, or as others wonfd have it, the advent into this world of 
Pwamahansa Ramkrishna. 

More than 25 years ago I recall having written at Sister Nivedita’s reqnest a 
paper entitled **Ad early stage of Vivekananda’s mental development” I conoladod 
that paper with an account of a visit I had paid to Yirekananda’s master, Sri Bam- 
kriahna. That was a stormy evenioa and it was accompanied by thunder and light- 
ning, and this salted well my meoUT commotion whicn was created in me by that 
visit This afternoon in the calm and dispassion of the evening of my life 1 deem it a 
privilege to be able to share along with the thousands who are present in this hall in 
person or in spirit the centenary celebration of one who in his sojourn on earth was 
above time and above space. 

This Parliament of Religions has evoked oordial responses from far and near. The 
partioipanta who are present in person are raing to deal with the problems of reli- 
mon, life, moral welfare, spritnahty and sooial progress from varied points of view. 
The teachings of Ramkrishna oonstitnte the topic of some of the papers to be pre- 
sented before this sseembly. I shall confine myself to recording just a few reminis- 
oenees of mine in regard to the great saint as well as placing in the philosophical and 
historical perspectives his special contribations to the remm of human thought and 
action, ^ 

In his early boyhood Ramkrishna took part in popular shows and exhibitions, e.g., 
Krishnalila and Oajan songs. He would play the part of Krishna or Siva in these 
pppnlar shows. On the death of his elder brother, he became priest at the Kalf 
mn (temple of K&li) of Oakshineswar near Calcutta. He wanted to see Kali, the 
Divine Mother, and threatened to stab himself to death if Kali would not deign to 
appear. He was half-mad and at last he had, as he thought, a vision of Kali. 

He then began to practice austerities. He took on himself a vow to abjure lust 
and gold (Kama aud Kanchana). Taking gold in one hand and mud in the other, he 
would mutter, *Qold is mud and mud is gold.’ lu the same way he conquered all 
cravings of the flesh and in the end he revered every woman as mother. 

A youthful and beautiful woman initiated him into Tantric practices (Sadhana). 
Lying on her lap he meditated on Kali. She was a Brahmacharmi, using wine and 
flesh in the rituals of worship. He worshipped her as a naked goddess. All sensna! 
cravings were thus seared and burnt up in him. 

He soimht to experience each religion in its entirety in Sadhana or spiritual dis- 
oipKne. Now he would be a Moslem Fakir, with appropriate rituals, attitudes and 
garb, and now a Christian neophyte, stricken with a sense of sin and crying for 
salvation. There was nothing of mere pose or mere imagination in all this. In the 
same way Vaishnava Sankirtan and mnsio were added to his religious exercises. 

Among early personal influences on Ramkrishna is to be noted that of Saint Daya- 
nawM Saiaswati, founder of \he Arya Samaj. Dayananda took his stand on the 
Vedas as teaohinu the one Universal Religion and fought all idolatry in a militant 
mood, bat his influence on Ramkrishna could not be lasting or deep. Ramkrishna’s 
genaineneas led him to revolt against Hindn practices ; he would repudiate caste and 
even serve the ^Methar” which could hardly have been pleasing to the orthodox 
Vedio brotherhood. He felt himself drawn to Xotapnri and other saints and these 
maaifbld exporienoes prepared him for his misson in life.. It was Topapuii who 
initiated him into Sannyasa. 

fla came under the influence of the Brahmo Samaj also. The new Dispensation as 
prsaohed by Brahmananda Keshabohandra gave him a keen sense of certain 
social evils and inmimlities which bad corrupted latter-day Hindu religion and 
rsH^oa praotioes. 

Raadrahna was a composite personality. In contemplating Truth from the absolute 
point of view (Nirapadhi) ho negatived all oonditions and modes (Upadhis) but from 
ibo relafive or eoniutioBiil point of view (Bopadhi) he worshipped Kali, the Divine 
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liotiltr, IS w«!I ts other modes end embodimeats of the deitj. He worshipped the 
one in sH and the all in one and he saw no eontradictfon bat only a faller reality 
hi this, tio also he reconciled 8akar and Nirahar Upasana. For him there was 
nothing in the material form of the deity bat God manifesting Himself. The anta- 
gonism between matter mid spirit did not exist for him. 

What be refnsed to delnde himself with was that he was above all conditions and 
all infirmities of the flesh. Bat in his trances (Bamadhi) he developed eostasia In its 
Oniest form, such as has been rarely witnessed in the West in the religions world 
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Lihe mobt Hindu Saints he had an inexhaustible store of homely sayings, adages, 
metaphors, ailegories, parables, which ooold bring suiritaal truths home to the mean- 
est onderstanding and even to the child. 

Ham iiohon Roy, in a very real sense the father of modern India, sooght the 
Universal Religion, the common basis of the Hindu, Moslem, Chiistian ana other 
faiths. He found that each of these great religions was based on this oommon 
faith with a certain distinctive historical and cnltnral embodiment. It is funda- 
mental to note that Rammohnn played two roles in his own person. First he was 
a profound oniversallst and in this capacity he formulated the creed of what has 
bera oalled Moo-theo-philanthrophy (a now love of God and man) on 
positive and coostrnotive lines. He construed the Oayatri on this basis. And 
strange to say this Hindn became one of the three fathers of the Unitarian creed 
and worship in the West. 

in (he second place Rammohun was a Nationalist Reformer and fnnctioned in 
three different ways. 

As a Hindu Eleformer he gave a Unitarian redaction of the Hindn Shastras 
from the Vedanta and as a Moslem defender of faith he wrote the Tnfatul 
Mowahidin and Manazaratum Adiyan which were polemical works. And finally as 
a Christian ho gave a Unitarian version of the entire body of the scnptnres, old 
and new, in his controversies with the Chiistian missionaries. Rammohnn was 
(hns in himself a nniversalist and three nationalists all in one. 

Maharohi Ikbondranath organised the creed, rituals and Anusthans in the 
Adi-Brahmo-Samaj on Hindu Upanishadic basis. 

The work of formulating a Universal Religion free from Hindu or Christian 
theology feH to Brahmananda Keshab Chandra Sen, who attempted this on an 
eclectio basis, and thus organised rituals and modes of worship. In his earlier 
days Keshabohandra made Christianity the central relieion but in later life he was 
drawn more and more to Vaishnavism fort'emotional ana religious exercises. This 
wgB selective eclecticism. He thus variegated and fulfilled religious exportenoes 
88 well as concepts, rituals and worship in a way never attempted before, buddhism, 
Christianity, Islam and Vaisnavism, not to mention other religions, eaoh contributed 
its essence and substance to Keshabohandra’s Religion of the New Dispensation and 
what was new was eclectio cnlt and culture. 

The next step (and it was indeed a fnndamental innovation) was taken bv 
Paramabansa Bamkrishna. The Faramahansa would experience eaoh cult and 
rdigion in its totality or as one whole experience. 

Keshabohandra would emphasise the' oentral essence of each religion and 
acknowledge its truth. In this sense Keshabohandra would say, ’It is not that 
•very religion contains truths but every religion is true.” But as ther^re 
different rmigtons, it follows that they convey different aspects of truth. They 
transcribe not a part but the whole of life, each from one fundamental standpoint. 
But the religions contend with one another. Eaoh claims that its positive stand- 
point is the only true standpoint and all other standpoints are erroneous. But 
Keshabchandra differed. He viewed life from all these different standpomto 
eoleotioally. He selected from eaoh religion what ho considered its essence, both 
theoretioal as well as praotioal. He formulated a collation of all tbMe partim 
sspeots in the Brahmo faith and more especially in the New Dispensation oreM. 
Put more briefly, Keshabohandra’s view is that every religion as represented by its 
oentral eesenoe is true. Bat it does not contain the whole truth which can be 
viewed only from an eoleotio standpoint 

The New DispensatioD would select the ’’distinctive** central essence from each 
religion and m^a a oolleotloot a “bonguet** of followers as it were. Here it was 
that fiamsl^shns differ^ from Keshabohandra. Indeed he differed from his pre- 
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deceisors in t^o esseatiai raspects. First, he miuntsiaed that the practices ol eacL 
relifflofl with its rituals and disciplines gave its essence more really and vitally than 
its theoretical dogmas or creeds. Secondly it was Ramakrishna's oonviction that it is 
nut by selective eclecticism but by syncretism and the whole-hearted acceptance of 
a religion that its full value aod worth could be realised and experienced. 

Ramakrishna held that selectivo extracts would kill iho vital element in each 

religion^ Qe would be a Hindu with the Hindu, a Moslem with the Moslem and a 
CTbnstian with the Christian in order to experience the whole truth a’:d efficacy 
of each of these religious Rut he would uot practiso differeut religious disciplines 
or hold difftMcnt crccis at oue and the samo time. Tho observances, praotices 

and rituals of each religion are organic to it. Ho would teoiatively accept the 
whole creed and ritual of the Moslem (or of the Christian Catholic) in order (o 
experience its religious efficacy and truth. In all these tlieru might be lomptations 
and pitfalls but one must be as an innocent child or babe and pass unscathed 
through fire. It was thus that flic Paramahansa passed successively through 

Christian and Moslem expcrJeuces. Such was the Paramahansa’s Syncretism. 

Ramakrishna was thus a cosmic humanist in Religion and not a mere 

nationalist. Ho gave iho impulse initiative to universal human and this must be 
completed in our ago. H umanism has now various new phases and developments. 
J..eaviog out Oomie’s positivistic humanism with its worship of tho ^grande-etro*' 
and Bahaism with its later oiTshuut **Babism**, the religion of human bnothorhood 
(bhai), we may turn to later phases such as tho new concepts of relimon without a 
God (as in Julian Uuxloy). This is not all Imporson^ idoals of Truth. Beauty 
or Goodness have sometimes replaced the old faith in a personal God. And it is 
net merely tho religions sentiment which claims its own pabulum in onr day. 
A passion for science, for philo.sopby or for scientific philosophy, a passion for 
art or for rasa (aesthetic sentimont) in general is tho badge of modernism in 
our culture and socks to displace much of the old religious sontimeut. 

Our present quest is for a Parliameut of Religions, a quest wbicb wc seiA to 
voice in this Assembly. But this is only a stepping stone to a Parliamont of Man 
or a Federation of “World Cultures. , , 

Articles of faith, creed aod dogmas divide mau from mau but we s^eck m 
religion a meeting ground of humanity. What wq want is not merely universal 
religion in its quiutussonco, as Kammohun sought it in his earlier days, not merely 
an eolcctic religiou by compounding tbo distinctive essences, theoretical as well as 
practical of the diflfcrciit religions as Keshabchandra sought it, buv oxpericnco as 
a whole as it has uufulded itself in tho history of mau. And this^ can bo 
realised by us as Ramakrishna taught, by tho syncretic practice of religion by 
heing a Hindu with the Hindu, a Moslem with the Moslem and a Christian with 
tho Christian as preparatory to the ultimate realisation of God in Man and Man 
in Ood. 


Religiou iu a border souse is to be distinguished from tho religions iu the 
conorete. As such it is a force that organises life and life's activities. All 
cultures and in fact, all concepts are dominated by the idea of religion. Food, 
sex- relations, the family tribal life and warfare are allf regulated by tho religious 
idea. Empirical science and folk-life are grouped round the central idea of 
religion. And, in the course of progress, the higher religions are evolved. The 
Parliament of Religions is thus to be conceived as but the apex of this asoeudiug 
courj^ of religious evolution. 

Religious expression, however, is uot tlio only expression of tho ultimate 
eiqorieuce. We have also sciedee, philosophy, or bettor scientific philosophy, 
w\ w ot xasMk\ibli\xtt\ or mystics/ 

found’ f humanism. And tho consummation is to be 

'■'* iimitatioaa of ouUook by 

beliwnotof this wtfirstote tat mast seek it lo 

(leyoud, in one word; of tbe nniverae. system and stellar systems and 

tUs^s'on^a^iJdndolto a* ”-*rnmMt*“iL*^ p* ,.*“•****“•• 

federation of world coltarea. £ 1 j filament of man, voioing .thji 

ie a eyntbeUo view onlSTwiiMiJed St witt seek to esbWjah 

ofok&on of hamenity. ■ ®**^*®**ly hut dynamically' as a progressiva 
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Pott Rodindfttoolk^t AMtoii 

Pott Rakindra Rath Tagore paid a maipiilloeat tcibate to tbo mamory of 
Ramkrisbna Farambamsa wheo presiding at the session of the Parliament of 
Religions at the Calcatta Unirersity Institute on the Srd. March 1937. 

The vast assembly listened to the Poet's address with rapt attention which he took 
twenty^ftve mlnntes to deliver. And the feelings of the audience found eloqaent 
espressiott in the remarks which Sir Praneii Yoitnghuakandt one of the most dis- 
tinguished of the overseas delegates, made in tho Conference in rising to offer a vote 
.of thanks to the chair— that for this speech alone they might well consider the 
bolding of the Parliament a success. 

say to you’*, said the poet : ^'that if you are really lovers of Truth, then dare 
to seek its fulness, in all the infinite beauty of its majesty, but never be con- 
tent to treasure up its vain symbols in miserly seclusion within the stony walls of 
conventions. Let us revere the great souls in the sublime simplicity of their spiri- 
tual altitude which is common to them all, where they meet in universal aspiration 
to set the spirit of mao free from bondage of his own individoal ego, and of the 
era of his race and of his creed ; hut in that lowland of traditions mere religions 
(inallenge and refute each other's claims and dogms<s there a wise man mast pass 
them by in doubt aud dismay. 

He did not mean to advocate a common church for mankind, a univoraal pattern 
to which every act of worship and aspiration must conform. "^The arrogant spirit 
of aectarinism which so often uses either active or passive, violent or enotle, 
methods of persecution, ou the least provocation or ivithout any, has to be remindetl 
of the fact that religion, like poetry, is not a mere idea,— it is expression. The self- 
expresston of Ood is in the variedness of creation: and our attitudo towards the 
Infinite must in its expression also have a variedness of individuality, ceaseless and 
unending. When a refigion develops the ambition of imposing its doctrine on all 
mankind, it d^rades itself into a tyranny and becomes a form of imperialism. Thia 
is why we find a ruthless method of fascism in religious matters prevailing in asost 
parts of tho world, trampling flat tho expansion of the spirit of man under its in- 
sensitive heels*’. 

What the Poet pleaded for was **a living recognition of the negleotea truth 
that the reality of religion has its basis in the truth of Man’s nature in its most 
intense and universal need and so must constantly be tested by it Where it 
frustrates that need, and outrages its reason, it repudiates its own justifioation**. 

Addressing the Parliament Poet Rahindra Nath Tigore said 

When 1 was asked to address this distioguished gathering I was naturally 
icinctant. for I do not know if I cuo be called religious in the current seuse of 
tho terra, cot claiming as my possession any particular idea of Ood, anthorised bj 
some time-hononred institution, ff, in spite of all this, 1 have aco^ted thia 
honour, It r.<$ only out of respect to the memory of the great saiut with whose 
centenary the proseut Parliameut is associatod. 1 venerate Paramahanaa Deb 
because he. in an arid age of religious nihilism, proved, the truth of our spiritual 
herit^e by realising it, because tiie largeness of bis spirit could comprehend 
Hei«ininglv antagonistic modes of 'sadlnana’, and broauae the simplicity of nia ooul 
shames for all time the pomp aud pedantry of pontiffs and pundits. 

1 have nothing now to toll you, no esoteric truth to propound to yon. I am 
4 mere poet, a Inver of men and of creation. But since lovo gives a certain 
ifisight, 1 may perhaps claim to have sometimes caught the hashed voice of 
hninanity and felt its suppressed longing for the infinite. 1 hope 1 do not beloog 
to those who, born in a prison-house, never havo the ^ood luck to know that it S 
a prison, who are blissfully unaware tiiat the costliness of their fnroitiire and 
pnfaseofess of the lirovisions for their cowfort act as inrisibls wsUs ia s essth 




The Megroe of this freedom is rooimured according to our ^ 

Infinite whether in tho onter world, or in tho A era^se of our 

may have as much space as is necessary i jst 

mnaolea ; the food nm be more than the unattawed, ii not 

®|wh^rn craving for what we oi the Infinite, whioh ia 

?rV » in wtoty 


our inborn craving for what we jw can tne 
nHogether kil^ teaaina uiiaatisfied. We are 
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Bai A more proftraedly intiiiiete perception of the Infinite tiee in that inteneKjr 
of oar ooneoiooeneei, wbioh we can on» attain when we reaiiee nllimite velai 
in eome Ideal of perfeotion, when in the realiMtion of some fmt of onr lUe wo 
beoome aware of an indefinable truth that immensely traoeoende it We, in onr 
human nature, have a hanger for *Bhama\ for immensity, for soawthing a great 
deal more than what we need immediately for the purpose of life. Men ail 
thronsh their history hare been struggling to realise this truth according to Che 
unfolding of*their idea of the boundless, and hare been greduelly ohanging their 
methods and plans of existenco constantly meeting failures, but nerer owning 
final defeat. 

We find that animals hare their erolution along the hne of the race. They 
hare their indiridual life which ends with their death. But eren in them there 
is a touch of the Infinite which urges them to outlire fbeir own life iu the life 
of the race, aoceptiug sufferings and making saorifioea for its sake. The spirit of 
sacrifice in the parents is this touch of the InfiDito,~-tho motire power which 

makw the race-life possible, which helps to derelop those laculties in them that 

will enable their desoendants to find better opportunity for food and shelter. 

Bid in human beings has been further erolred a sense of the lofintte that 
goes far beyond the atrumle for physical life which merely occupim extended 
specs* Man has realised that a life of perfection is not merely n life of perfeotion, 
is not merely a life of axtenaioD, but one which has its selfless anjoyment of the 
great and the beautifnl. 

After we hare erolred this sense of the beautiful of the good of something 

that we call truth, ~which la deeper and larger than any i.nmber of faohA— we 

hare oome into an altogether different atmosphere from that wberem the aninuda 
and trees hare their exietenoe. But we hare oome into this higher rmlm only 
very lately. 

Ages and ages hare pasaed dominated by the life of what we cadi tha aelf, 
whion is intent upon seeking food and shelter and upon the porpotoation of the 
raoe. But there is a mysterious region waitiM for its foil recognition, whieh 
does not entirely acknowledge loyalty to physical claims. Its mystery ooBstsntly trou- 
blea us aud we are not yet fully at ease in this region. We onll it ^spiritual . That 
word ie vague, only because wo hare not yet been able to realise its memdiig 
completely. 


We are groping in the dark, not yet dear in our idea of the ultimate meaning at 
the oentre of this world. Meverthelets, thioogh the dim light which reaches ns 
aoroie the barriers of our physical exist^ce, we seem to hare e stronger frith in 
this niritael life then in toe physical. For oren those who do not befiere in the 
tmth which we cannot define, but call by the name of 8pirit,-^rea they are obO- 
Mi to behave ee though they did beliere it to bo true, or at auy rate, truer than 
tne world which is evident to our senses. And so ereu they are often willing to 

E t death, —the termination of this physical life— for the sake of the true, the 
and the beautiful. This fact expresses man’s deeper urges for freedom, for 
tion of iteelf in the realm of the limitless where he realises his relationriup 
with the truth which relates him to the unirerse in a disinterested spirit of 


love. 


When Buddha preached ^mritri'— the relationship of harmony— not only with hu- 
man b e*«»g « but with all creation, did he not hare this truth in his mind that our 
treatment of die world is wrong when we solely treat it as a faot which oan be 
known aad%sed for our own personal needs ? Did he not fed chat the true meen- 
int of oreation oan be understood only through lore beoause it is an eternal eipres* 
iBi of lore wbioh waits for its answer from our soul emaucipated from the bon- 
daaa of sol! ? This oaumoipatioa cannot be n^atired in character, fOr loro oan 
laad to negation. Tha perfect freedom u in a perfect harmony of relation- 
ship and not in a more Boreranoe of bondage. Freedom hea no content, and .thore- 
foro no where It has nothing but itaelf. The eonTe emanoipatioh ie in, t^ 

futfilmenlMitt ration to the central truth of everything that there is whiok if 
impborible to define becanae it comea at the end of all definitions. 

The diatinotire feature of nmleririiam ie the meaaurability of its onlifaiA ok^ 
preeeta, whieh is tha asM t^ as the finiteoem of ite bouadirioa. And the 4^ 
n^ldril and orlmiaal whi(S1bvo,^'tai8od in tha hiatory of ana, hava amoily 
bm*ofor theao wum bonndariai. To i rii WM o oao*a own bounda one " — 
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mroMh upon those of others. So beoaose the pride of Power is the pride of 
Qasntity, pnde of the mere number of its reoroits and TiotimSt the most powerful 
telesoope, when poluted in the dircotion of Power, fails to re?esl the shore of peace 
across the sea of blood. 

Such is the trag^y that so oftea besets our history when this love of power, 
which 18 really the love of self, domineers over the religious life of man for then 
the only means by whioh man coaid hope to set his spirit free itself becomes the 
worst enemy of that freedom. Of' all fetters those that falsely assume spiritnal 
aesignations are the most diffioult to break and of all dungeons the mosf terrible 
are those invisible ones where men’s souls are imprisoned in self-delusion bred by 
vanity. For, the undisguised pursuit of self has safety in its openness, like filth 
exposed to the sun and air. But the self-magnification with its oonseqnent thwart- 
11 ^ of the best in mao that goes on unashamed when religion deadens into seotaria- 
nism is a perverse form of woridiuess under the mask of religion ; it constriots the 
heart into narrowness much more effectively than the cult of the world based upon 
material interests can ever do. 

Let me try to answer the questiou as to what this ^Spirit’ is, for the winning 
of whioh all the great religious were brought into being. 

The evening sky is revealed to us in its serene aspeot of beauty though we 
know that from the fiery whirlpools which are the stars, chaotic ontbrusta clash 
against one another in a conflict of implaoable fury. But ’Ishavasyam idam aarvam,* 
—over and through it all there is spread a mysterious spirit of harmony constantly 
modulating rebellious elements into creative unity, evolving ineffable peace and 
beauty out of the iucohereutly battling oombatauts perpetually struggling to elbow 
out their neighbours into a turmoil of dissolution. 

And this great harmony, this evor-lastiag Yea— this is Truth, that bridges the 
dark abysms of time and space, reconciles contradictious, imparts perfect balance to 
the unstable. This all-pervading mystery is what we call spiritual in its esaenoOr 
It is the human aspect of this truth whioh alt great personalities have made their 
own in their lives and have offered to their fellow-beings in the name of varlons 
religions as meins of peace and goodwill,— as vehicles of beauty in behaviour, heroism 
In character, noble in aspiration and achievement in all great olvilisations. 

But when these very religions travel far from their sacred sonroes, they lose 
their original dynamic vigour, and degenerate into the arrogance of piety, into a 
utter emptiness crammed with irrational habits and mechanical practices ; then is 
their spiritual inspiration befogged iu the turbidity of sectarianism, then do they 
become the most obstinate obstruction that darkens our vision of human unity, 
piling up out of their accretions and refuse deadweights of uareasou across our 
path of progress,— till at length civilised life is compefled to free its edueation from 
the stifling coils of religious creeds. Such fratricidal aberrations, in the o'uise of 
spiritual excellence, have brought upon the name of God whom they profess to 
glcrify, uglier discredit than honest and defiant atheism could ever have done. 

The reason is, bucaso sectariauism, like some voraoious parasite, feeds upon the 
religion whose colour it assumes, exhausting it so that it knows not when its spirit 
is sacked dry. It utilises the dead skin for its habitation as a strong-hold for its 
unholy instinct of fight, its pious vaia-glorlousoess, fiercely contemptuous of its 
neighbours' articles of faith. 

Sectarian votaries of a particular religion, when taken to task for the iniqui- 
tous dealings with their brethren which so deeply injure and insult humanity, 
immediately try to divert attention by glibly quoting noble texts from their 
own scriptures which preach love, justice, righteousness, and the divinity 
immanent in Man — ludicrously ttocouscioas of the fact that those oonstitats 
the most damaging incrimination of their usual attitnde of mind. In taking 
np the guardianship of their religion they allow, on the one hand, phyaioal 
materialism to invaae it by falsoly giving eternal vaine to external praotioes, often 
of primitive origin ; and moral materialism on tho other, by invoking ssored sanotiou 
lor their forms of worship within the rigid enclosure of spepial privileges Conoded 
upon looident of birth, or oonformity, irrespective of moral justifioation. Sooh de- 
baeement does not belong to any particular religion, but more or less to all religions, 
the reoorde of whose impious activities are written in brothers’ blood, and eealed 
with the indignities heaped upon them. 

All through the oonrsa of human history it has become tragically evident that 
religiona, whose mieejon is liberation of soul, have in some form or other ever been 

M 
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its Tiiii symbols in miserly seolasioa withla the stoay wells* of ooaTtDtioas. Lit ns 
revere the great soals in the eablime simpitoity of their spiritual altitnde which is 
oommoii to them all where they meet in universal aspiration to set the spirit of 
man free from the bondage of his own individnal ego, and of the ego of his race 
and of his oreed ; but in that lowland of traditions where religions challenge and 
refute eaoh other s claims and dogmas, there §i wise man mast pass them by in 
doubt and dismay. 

I do not mean to advocate a oommon ohurch for mankind, a universal pattern to 
which every aot of worship and aspiration must conform. The arrogant spirit of 
seotarianism which so often uses either aotive or passive, violent or subtle, methods 
of persecution, on the least provocation or without any, has to be reminded of the 
faot that religion, like poetry, is not a mere idea,— it is expression. The self- 
expression of God is in the variedness of creation ; and our attitude towards the 
Infinite must in its expression also have a variedness of individnality, ceaseless and 
unending. When a reiigiou develops the ambition of imposing its doctrine on all 
mankind, it degrades itself into a tyranny and becomes a form of imperialism. This 
is why we find a ruthless method of fascism in religious matters prevailing in most 
parts of the world, trampling flat the expansion of the spirit of mar under its 
insensitive heels. 

The attempt to make the one religion twhich is their own. dominate all time and 
space, comes naturally to men addicted to sectarianism This makes it offensive 
to them to be told that God is generous in His distrrbotion of love, and His means 
of communication with men have not been restricted to a blind lane abruptly 
stopping at one narrow point of history. If humanity ever happens to ^be over- 
whelmed with the universal flood of a bigoted exciusiveiiess, then, God will have 
to make provision for another Noah's Ark to save flis oreitnres from the oataa- 
trophe ox spiritual desolation. 

what I plead for is a living reoognition of the negleoted truth that the reality 
of religion has its basis in the truth of Blau’s nature in its most intenee ana 
universal need and so must oenstautly be tested by it Where it frostratee that 
need, and outrages its reason, it repudiates its own justification. 

Let me oonofude with a few lines from the great mystic poet of mediaeval India, 
Kabir, whom 1 regard as one of the greatest spiritual geniuses of oir laud : 

The jewel is lost in the mud, 

and all are seeking for it, 

Some look lor it in the east, and 
some in the went ; 

Some in the water and some 

amongst stones. 

Bui the servant Kabir has 

appraised it at its true value 
and has wrapped it with oare 
ID a corner of the mantle of 
hie own heart. 


F. Younghuibaad’s Address 

An account of wbst had dseply impressed him in Sri Bamkriehoa’s life and 
teachings was given by Sir Franeit Yotfiipfiiitbaiid, President, Society for promoting 
the Study of Religions, London, while presiding at the evening session of the 
Parliament of Religions at the Town Hall, Gaicutta on the 4th. March 1937. 


Sir Francis Younghusband said that be had oome all the way from England 
because of the very deep regard which he had for many years past for the greM 
work of Sri Ramkrishua. The reason why the speaker was first drawn to M 
Ramkrishua was because Ramkrishua mure thau auy other nun had taught 
the great simple principle of not merely toleratiog other religions but uio 
deeply appreciating them and penetratingly entering into them. The ep^er was 
speaking as a Christian and what profoundly moved him was the way in which 
that great saint entered into the Cbrietian religion, entered into the very eimpm 
spirit and teachings and life of Christ so that in a way they, f^ristian^ were mIs 
to understand their own religion better for the way in whioh Ramkriahaa bad 
saterad into it. 

The apeaker reminded the aodienoe of the story of bow 8ri 
was so deeply improBMd by the eight of a pletnro of the Madoaa mid the Child 
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that he went into a trance. While looking at that picture and thinking abont it, 
Ramkriahna realised not only the fatherhood of God hut also the Motherhood of God. 
Ihen they all knew the story, the speaker continued, of how Ramkrishna went about 
lor some month^ deroting all his time, all ■ his concentrated attention and all his 
intensity of feeling into entering the spirit of Christ. Now, that deeply moved 
them, the Christians, because they felt that there was a Hindu^ who though a 
Hindu of Hindus, for that period of time became a Christian of Christians. It was 
not only that Ramkrishna had affected the Christians, but also the Muslims, the 
Buddhists and others of other religions. And that was a very simple and very 
great principle that all religions should meet together ; particularly in this critical 
time of the eartb^s history, history of the mankind, when there was such a terrible 
amount of diannion among men, it was exceedingly important that men of this 
spirit, men of religion should meet together and see in what way they ooald bring 
into the light of the world that spirit of harmony of which Ramkrishna was the 
apostle. What the speaker thought was very important was that they should meet 
together on occasions like this,- as they met together in London last year at the 
world Congress of Faiths, and while eaoh one carried back with him a deeper faith 
in bis own religion, at the same time by meeting each other, by coming into 
spiritual oontaot with eaoh other, he became a better Hindu, a better Budhist, a 
better Mnslim or a better Christian. In sneh meetings the very fundamentals of 
their faiths were forced upon them and eaoh one of them was led to the highest 
idea) of the faith when it was realised that there was essential unity among all 
religions. Mankind was very greatly indebted to Ramkrishna for having spread that 
idem and lived it in his own life, in omrying out that doctrine they came across 
one great principle whioh was a very simple principle too, and it was a very simple 
principle upon whioh the whole universe was governed and it was Unity in Diver- 
sity. Diversity always existed, varieties there would always be as there always 
have been, eaoh one of them wasV different from the other as each particle of the 
universe was different from the other. They had to retain, each one of them, his 
own individuality but they must also realise that deep down was the fundamental 
unity, unity of all differenoes, of all varieties, of all diversities. They must know 
that it was not possible to make every one of them to think and act like one another 
mid that by acting upon the doctrine mentioned above each one became truer to 
himself and truer to the divinity within him. 

Oonolnding, the speaker said that great men like Sri Ramkrishna came to the 
world from time to time and they, bumbler individuals, had tj make the most of 
this great privilege of knowing their iwork, knowing their lives and meeting those 
who nad met them, and they looked back upon those great men, tried to be like 
them, tried to enter into the spirit of their lives. But they must not stop here. 
They must not he always looking to the past. Their lives were made up of the past, 
tho present and the future and while they looked back to the past as also upon the 
present and their great men they must also look into tho future. They must realise 
that the future would be their own making and they must determine to make the 
world far bettor than the present one. When they looked to produce men like Ram- 
krishna they must look far into the future and mast hope to produce even greater 
men than Ramkrishna. 

Dr. Ik jRJ Bhandakar^ who presided on" the Sth. March 1937, paid his tributes 
to the memory of 8bri JElamkrishna and said that it was in the fitness of things that 
a Parliament of Religions should meet in India and in connection with the oeo- 
tenary of ihe birth of Sri Ramkrishna. What struck the speaker most about the 
life of this great saint of Dakhineswar was the spirit of research which he evinced 
throuffhont bis life. He was a *Sakta’ among ^Saktas’, a Vaisbnava among Vaishnavas, 
a Mnslim among Muslims, a Christian among Christians. He allowed himself to 
come also under the influence of such modern teachers as Ramanujam and Swami 
Dayananda Saraswati. Having thus learnt the principles of different religions the 
truth dawned upon his mind that ultimately all religions were ouc ; it had been so 
tor aU times, it would be so ever. 

eriMifiil Viawanandai President, Ramkrishna Ashram, Bombay, [spoke on the 
Unity of Religions. The need of the hour, he emphasised, was to disoover the golden 
thread running through aU the religions where they oould exchange the ideals of 
diffsrent faiths jost as they exobangea commodity in the market. 

Reason and intellect were the two special attributes which ' a msu was 
endowed with. But reason and intelleol oould lead a mau to certain 



-e jua. ’37 ] MEa SAROJINI NAIDITS ADDRESS 439 

ha^ts onl* ; a man’s thirst for knowledge uouM nut be satisfied until and 
UDless a mao had known the first Canse, the ultimate reality whioh was 
the eiplMation of all that was eoing about him, which was the source of the nni- 
great religions of the .world were founded on the experience and 
rewisation of individuals who clainaed that they had known this First Cause* that they 
naa Men God face to face. This effort to know ths unknowable, to release the 
neality was the very core of all religions. In this age of Empiricism and Positivism, 
m this age of Atheism and Agnosticism there was Iwru a man in this country in 
Whose name this Parliament of Religion had been convened. Sii Karakrishna, who 
claims to have soon God, to have conversed with him, to have established relationship 
r II Cl J ^ Ramkrishua to convince a robust rationalist and 

fali'bli^ed Spencerian like Vivekananda that he had seen God and conversed with 
him. Not content with the realisatiou of Hamadki. lUmkiishua wanted to know 
there was in other religions. Ho was like a glutton who was novel 
satisfiw with a few dishes, he wanted to lest more and more. He became a Chris- 
tiao, be became a Mahomedau and by practising those religions he came to the same 
reaJigition M he had found in Uinduism. It was therefore in the fitness of things 
j of Religions should be convented in his name, 

fj * ? studied the different religions of the world, continued the speaker, they 
would find that every religion bad three aspects, I'hilosophical, Mvthological and 
Ritualistio. In Philosophy, in their fnndamental basic principles all the religions 
were aliBOBt the same. But this religion in the hands of narrow-minded bigots and 
lanatiM became an engine of oppression. It was religion that had created all that 
Waa Mutifai, all that was sublime in human civilisation. It was leligiou again 
that had destroyed theta. It was religion that bad created love, bi other- 

liiBMS, even for the most distant peoples of the earth ; And it was 
religmn again that made a man behave like a ferocious brute, even with his 
neighbour. But those who had tasted the kernel of religion, it was they who, in 
this destructive world torn by hatred and dissension, showered love, sympathy and 
compassion and assured the world that in their philosophy, all religions were almost 
the same. So it was that in fundamentals, in basic principles, all religions wore 
mniMt one. All the prophets and messengers of light claimed to have gone to a 
height where they held commuuiou with God which Vivekananda dcsorihod as a 
state of super-consciousness. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu*s AddrcN 

‘*1 do uot say that God has created man : I ssy that man iu his urgent and 
emergent necessity created God and is recreating God every day. What is (Jort 
except our own individual cousciousness of the Highest ? What is God except the 
embodiment of our own need of Beauty, Truth, Wisdom and Courage V”.—Ia these 
words J/rs. Sarojini Naidu addrassed the Parliament of Religions as its evening 
session on the eth. March 1937. 

Bhe asked the Parliament not to expect anything that had uot already been said, 
from a person like herself who did not follow any doctrine or dogmas nut dare 
progress exoept iu the step of the eutire humanity. 

bhe would plead with the Parliament to realise this (hat yust as all the branches 
of a tree proceeding in diverse directions derived their, strength from the same 
source, so also the different faiths of the world derived their strength from one 
source and that source was the need of humanity. do not say" she said, '-that it 
came from God, 1 say that it comes from our need of God." 

speaker reoalled how onuo she stood before au empty temple in Southern 
India and the idea dawned upou her that here was a temple where there was no im- 
m el any deity and men could create God in the image of his owu soul Tliat was 
the message to the world of all the great saints aud prophets of the world and that 
was the message of Bri Ramkriebua. For him the temple was always empty, because 
It was always ready' for him to place his deity, no matter whether fur the moment 
be projected bimseif into the soul of a liusalmau,. Christiau, Goufuoiau, Zooroastrian, 
Sikh or a man of any other faith. He said : '^Hure is the temple of llumauity, and 
humanity must have a God. But how shall [ find that God V sihatl I produce Him 
in the image of my limited individual couscioumess or shall I seek to find Him in 
(he Image of thtr lufiaite, the varied and the diverse, as He appeared to his children 
in ^e deserts of Arabia, on the mouatain-tom, iu the oavea ami forests of many 
wDds ?” Bankriehna taught the world that the temple remained empty for man to 
create Qod nd Oodhood. Man beoame a part of the great Humaoity when he re* 
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■lised the ooienesf of God. Whether they Mid A!U-So-Akh«r, or wiietbor they 
bowed before the llre-temple of the Zooraetrlan, or whether they knelt before the 
Groee of the Chrislian or made obeissaooe to the Granth-Sahib at the Oordwara, they 
offered their Mlatatione to the one and the aame God. That was the only message 
that the speaker eonld give to the Parliament beoanse that was the only religion 
that she had been tanght by her father in her childhood. 

Mr. Ramaaaiida Chatleiiea’a Address 

In hia address to the Parliament Si. Ramananda ChatUrj 9 § said that when more 
than fifty years ago he came to Caloutta in the eighties fof the last oentory to 
study in a eollem, the saint Sri Ramkrishna was still living and it was still possible 
to see him andAear bis inspiring words from his own lies, fiat the speaker was 
never so blessed as to come into contact with him. 8o he eonld not say anything 
abont him from direct personal knowledge. Nor did bo think he was qualified to 
disoonrse on any theologlcalf philosophical or soripiaral subject 

The speaker would like to place before the Parliament briefly the result of self- 
esmainstion oansed by Sri Ramakrisbna*s teaching ^Jata mat tata path*. This saying 
of his had been variously translated, the meaning being, ^as many faiths, doctrines, 
opinions or views so many paths to the goal of emancipation, liberation, salvation. 
God* vision or self-resIiMtion.** As the spesker never had the privilege to iMrn the 
essot interpretation of this teaching from him or from any of his direct disciples, 
bo wonld refrain from any exposition of it 

As the Snpreme Spirit was infinite, Sj. Chatteriee oontiuued, and His truth was 
infinita|i^t was obvious >that no man oould thoroughly know Him and comprehend 
Him. Thera wees coantless aspects of Him and His truth, and, therefore, countless 
iqtpionohos. too, to Him and His truth. These were oontaiued thongh not exhaus- 
tively, iu the soriptures of the various religions of the world and the sayings of its 
aainfo, sagos, seers and prophets. The reference in Sri Ramakrishns s teaching, 
^Jata mat tata path,* was to these, fio the disoovery of the paths implied serious 
study, meditation and spiritual discipline. 


But if any one took the Paramahansa’s words light-heartedly, as many of thpm 
unhappily were apt to do, such light-heartedness must involve great morarand 
niritoal danger. Many of them appeared to think that as in the opinion of the 
AusamahanM all religions were true it was euongb for a man’s salvation to bo 
mersly bora a Hindu, a Jain, a Buddhist, a Zoorastrian, a Jew, a Gonfnoian, 
:a Taoist, a fibintoist, a Christian, a MusMlman, a Sikh, a Brahman or the Arjya 
Gaamjlst or born in some other recent religious community and simply profess to 
be one to reach the goal of ^Moksha,* salvation or liberation. If that were so,^ why 
ffid even Bri Rarakiishna himself, oleesed as he was from childhood with sooh a 
highly spiritaal nature, witii suoh Badhana, put himself to such severe self-dis- 
oipKne ? It might be Mid indeed that as he wm born n Hindu but wanted to re- 
alisa » foffi the truth of Christianity, Islam and some other faiths it was necessary 
lor him to undergo the requisite self-imposed discipline. But almost all the austeri- 
liM he underwent and the very difficult courses of Badbana which he went through 
wars meant lor the perfect reaiiMtion o€ the ideal of ’fltnduisra itself in whtoh be 
was bora. The example of Bri Rsmkri^ss shewed that it was not enough to be 
ban IB any religious community and to pay lip homage to it. It was neoe ssary to 
raidioe its ideal or ideals by externsl and internal dieoipliae and also to realise the 
ifisels of t*i«r religions by afOedful Sadfaans, though lor the generality of men it was 
was not poMitde to do wnst he did. Therefore his saying, ^Jats Mata tata paith,* 
was not meant to prodoce in them easy-going and smug self-satisfaction, the mother 
of mtdieotual and spritual indolence and indiffereniiism. Whether one was 
a honao-holder or a SannyMi, ono must nndergo^lf-disoiplino. Every greak of fancy, 
ovary aberration of the intellect and every perversion of some seorM dootriae was 
entitled to the dignity of the name of *bat’ in the seueo of faith. 


Mrs. fferele Dmfi OKumlkuram read a paper on “Ibe esoteric science of the 
Aryan Blabia”. 

Mr. Jtan Afordsid. author, Paris (France), s;ioke on the Mwage of Bri Ban- 
krishna in oontinentil Bnrope. Vivekananda took the message of Bn Bamfcnete to 
Burope. bat it -wai eonOnad to the intellectual classes. It was Bomain Bfdlaad, one 
of themoit lenems hearts that the world had ever aeon, who really atartM to 
■HMd Iho moBsafio of Bri Basskrishna in Empire. Hia work on M Itekriuttn 
■Bl iwimi TiTMinaiis mot with tfomendons enoosoa and ware tmaelatod into 
mMf taffiMNbi Flm grogt denmnd for hia works indieated the nmonat of tht 
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that ha had heea able to create amo^ the people in Europe in Hri 
BMMkriahna'a'.teaohioga could bo seen from the foot that the French trenolation hate 
r eee lf ed enthoaiaatie reapooae from aeverat Protestant clergymen and BomaiL Catholic 
ayniaters, from Psychic docietiea, Principala *0! Universities and roon 01 science 
and letter. 

Eat Bahadur JChagwdra Nath Hitter conveyed the most cordial greeting of the 
Oalontta University to the Parliament. The speaker felt that there was greater 
need for a meeting of this kind at this present moment becanso the speaker had 
fonnd in the oonntries of the West where he he had been recently that religion was 
SMice dead than alive and that there was no chance of infusing freah blood into the 
religions which were in a decadent condition. The speaker was confident that India 
had a message to give the world and that message was a message of peace and good- 
will not merely in name, bat in teaKty and to anbstance. 

Bwami Vijayananda of Ramkrishna Ashram, Buenos Aires. Argentina (South 
Africa), Ananda Kansalyayana of the Mahabodhi Society, Sarnath, Benares, Swami 
Paramananda and Prof. Benjamin Beohad of Mauritius also addressed the Parliament. 

In a message to the Parliament, Prof. Traian Qerseni, Institutul Social Roman, 
llnohareat (Kumania), said '^A Congress like yours is specially significant for our 
times and 1 should have felt greatly honoured by being able to fuotioa iu its 
midst But my soientific aad teadhiog work as well as other diffioulties prevent 
me from participating personally in the Congress. I have to be content with simply 
being present in spirit among the participants Df the Parliament. Please accept my 
sinoere wishes for the success of your transactions.*' 

In his message to the Parliament, H. E. Prof. Dr, Taeei^ -Rome said *'lt 

wonld indeed be a great privUega for me to .be able to take Met in the great ooogroga- 
ttoa of faiths yon have been oeganising and it is quite lisclly that on my way back 
from Japan where I shall pass the winter months on a leotnre tour, I shall mgke a 
pilgrimage to Belur, aud say a few words ahont the debt of humanity to the gfoat 
Indian Master 8ri Ramakrishna, in mj humble way. Even if for some nnforeaeen 
reaaon 1 shonld fail to be present personally at the Congress, 1 shall send my 
addresa in time. 

I oan assnre you that the message of Sri Ramakrishna is widely known mid 
approoiated by the cultural circles in Italy, mad ont* Institute shall spare no pains 
to contribute to the suooesa of your Congress.” 

Dr. X, T. Williame, Professor (Bmeritns of Oriental Lsngnages and Literature, 
University of California, 0. 8. A. writes r— , 

^'Sharing fully the faith of Sri Ramakrishna that every religion is a path to Ood, 
I rejoice in the spirit that has prompted you and others to bring into one assem- 
blage, as possible men of every race and creed, thereby making a practiokl demons- 
t ration of religious toieranoe and promoting inter-racial and inrer-oatioual good-will. ’ 







